
Agenda of Regular Meeting

The Board of Trustees
Belton Independent School District

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Belton Independent School District will 
be held April 20, 2026, beginning at 6:15 PM in the Lake Belton High School, 
Performing Arts Center, 9809 FM 2483, Temple, TX 76502. One or more tustees may 
participate via video conference.

The subjects to be discussed or considered or upon which any formal action may be 
taken are listed below. Items do not have to be taken in the same order as shown on 
the meeting notice.

1. Call to Order, Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance
2. Recognitions

A. Student Pledges - Sparta Elementary School

B. Student Showcase - LBHS Interdisciplinary Research Symposium

C. Choir Solo & Ensemble State Qualifiers

D. National History Day State Qualifiers

E. National Merit Finalists

F. Skills USA District 10 State Qualifiers

G. Texas High School Coaches Association Academic All-State Basketball

H. Texas High School Powerlifting Association Academic All-State

I. Texas High School Women's Powerlifting Association Academic All-State

J. Powerlifting State Qualifiers
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K. Swimming State Qualifiers

L. Wrestling State Qualifiers

M. Department Showcase - Facilities, Grounds & IPM

N. Community Partner Recognition - Fort Hood School Liaison Officers

3. Public Comments Regarding Items on the Agenda
4. Action Items

A. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding the 

Adoption of the Vision, Mission, Values & Beliefs, and Strategic 

Objectives

5. Reports
A. Academic Progress Report - Gifted & Talented

B. Board Training Credit Report

C. Board Committee Reports

1. Budget Committee

2. Facilities Committee

D. Superintendent's Report

E. Board Highlights

6. Consent Agenda: Consider and Take Appropriate Action
A. Minutes of Previous Meetings:

1. March 30, 2026 - Workshop Meeting

2. March 30, 2026 - Regular Meeting

B. Unaudited Financial Report for the Month Ending March 31, 2026

C. Gifts, Grants, and Bequests

D. Budget Amendment #7 for 2025-2026

E. Expenditures over $50,000

1. Security Camera Refresh - Middle Schools

F. Supply, Equipment, and Service Bids

1. RFQ #2601-600-406 Architectural and Engineering Services

2. RCSP #2602-475-404 for the Joe M. Pirtle HVAC 

Replacement Bond Project
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24

35

36

42

44

50

75

77

82

83

86
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G. Certification of Provision of Instructional Materials and TEKS 

Coverage

H. School Library Advisory Council Recommendation for Library 

Materials Purchase

I. Audit Engagement Letter for 2025-2026

J. Administrator Contract Renewals and/or Extensions and 

Professional Contract Renewals for 2026-2027

K. Brazos River Authority Right of Entry Agreement at Chisholm Trail 

Elementary

L. Construction Delivery Methods and Delegation of Authority for 

Repairs and Restoration of Storm Damage

M. Renewal Regional Day School Program for the Deaf Shared 

Services Agreement 

N. Renewal of Interlocal Agreement with City of Temple After-School 

Daycare

O. Renewal of Interlocal Agreement with Central Texas YMCA 

7. Public Comments Regarding Non-Agenda Items
8. Closed Session (Texas Government Code, Subchapters D and E)

A. Student Disciplinary Matter - Texas Government Code, Section 551.082

B. Personnel - Texas Government Code, Section 551.074

1. Summative Evaluation of the Superintendent

C. Consultation with Attorney - Texas Government Code, Section 551.071

9. Reconvene in Open Session
10. Adjourn 

88

122

136

149

150

158

159

174

182
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 
 

Item:​ Recognitions 

Contact Person: Christine Parks 

Presented for:​ � Action      ☑ Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​   ☑ None      � Attached     � Provided Later   
 

 
District Goal or Objective Addressed: 
 
Goal 2: Ensure exceptional learning experiences for each and every student. 
 
Goal 4: Develop a district-wide culture of value, support, and growth amongst all students 
and staff. 
 
Background Information:  

Student Pledges – Sparta Elementary School 

This evening, the pledges were led by students Jameson Davenport-Yates and 
Murphy Ruiz-West from Sparta Elementary School. 

Jameson shared that his favorite subject is science, especially hands-on 
experiments like learning how wind changes sand. Outside of school, he enjoys 
playing basketball and piano, and his favorite song to play is Mary Had a Little 
Lamb. His friends describe him as funny, fast at recess, intelligent and helpful. 

Murphy says her favorite subjects are art and reading, and she especially enjoys 
doing both with her friends. She loves the opportunity to draw, paint and create 
during art time. Outside of school, Murphy enjoys playing soccer and especially 
loves when the team earns candy for scoring a goal. Her friends describe her as 
kind and a good listener, and she is known at school for being safe, respectful and 
responsible. 
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Student Showcase – LBHS Interdisciplinary Research Symposium 

Tonight’s student showcase featured students from Lake Belton High School’s 
inaugural Interdisciplinary Research Symposium, highlighting advanced research 
and scientific inquiry across science and career and technical education programs. 

Through research posters and professional presentations, students from AP 
Biology, Pathophysiology, AP Environmental Science, and Pharmacy Technician 
courses demonstrated critical thinking, collaboration and real-world problem-solving 
while exploring future pathways in science and healthcare. 

These students are supported by their teacher, Rychel Soto. 

 Choir Solo & Ensemble State Qualifiers 

Belton ISD is proud to recognize 79 choir students who qualified for the Texas State 
Solo and Ensemble Contest in May. 

These students competed at the UIL Region Solo and Ensemble contest in 
February and earned the highest rating for their solo performances and/or small 
ensemble performances. The music performed represents the highest and most 
rigorous level in UIL competition, reflecting exceptional talent, preparation and 
dedication. 

These students are supported by their teachers, Tonya Lovorn and Terrance 
Livingston. 

National History Day State Qualifiers 

Belton ISD is proud to recognize 46 students who qualified for the National History 
Day State Contest in Austin, including 9 elementary students, 14 middle school 
students and 23 high school students. 

National History Day represents a year-long research journey in which students 
conduct intensive primary source research, develop original theses and defend 
their work before panels of expert judges. Students who advance to state are 
among the top 1% of young historians in Texas, an accomplishment that reflects 
exceptional scholarship, critical thinking and presentation skills. 
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These students are supported by their sponsors, Stacey Bovell, Corinna Capraun, 
Richard Clubine, Richard Russo, Chris Lemley, Eli Jackson, Christina Botha, Debra 
Hosch and Elizabeth Howson. 

National Merit Finalists 

Belton ISD is proud to recognize Lake Belton High School seniors Dhruv Bhat and 
Alex Yuen for advancing to finalist standing in the 2025 National Merit Scholarship 
Program, one of the nation’s most prestigious academic honors. 

After earning Semifinalist recognition in the fall, both students advanced by meeting 
the program’s rigorous academic, testing and application requirements. Fewer than 
one percent of U.S. high school seniors earn this distinction, placing Dhruv and 
Alex among the top scholars in the country. 

As finalists, they are now eligible to compete for National Merit Scholarships that 
will be awarded later this year. This extraordinary achievement reflects years of 
dedication, intellectual excellence and relentless perseverance, and it is a proud 
moment for Lake Belton High School and the entire Big Red community. 

SkillsUSA District 10 State Qualifiers 

Belton ISD is proud to recognize 60 students who qualified for the SkillsUSA District 
10 State competition across multiple career pathways. 

SkillsUSA supports students in trade, technical and skilled service programs by 
developing leadership, workplace readiness and advanced technical skills. Through 
competition in architecture and construction, hospitality and tourism, health science, 
arts and A/V technology, transportation, and law and public service, students 
demonstrate the real-world knowledge and career preparation needed for 
high-demand industries. 

These students are supported by their teachers, Michael Carrillo, Mackenzie 
Pennacchio, CoryLynn Upton, Alyssa Vargas, Brittany Truitt, Brent Sharp and Willie 
Ward. 

Texas High School Coaches Association Academic All-State Basketball 

We are proud to recognize nine student-athletes who were named to the Texas 
High School Coaches Association Academic All-State Basketball teams. 
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This honor celebrates student-athletes who demonstrate excellence both in the 
classroom and on the court, reflecting outstanding academic achievement, 
discipline and dedication throughout the basketball season. 

These students are supported by their coaches, Phil McCaslin, Zane Johnston and 
Tiffney Barnes. 

This keeps the energy up while varying the rhythm across your recognitions. 

Texas High School Powerlifting Association Academic All-State 

We are proud to recognize nine Lake Belton High School student-athletes who 
earned Texas High School Powerlifting Association Academic All-State honors. 

This recognition celebrates student-athletes who have demonstrated excellence in 
both academics and athletics, balancing the demands of elite competition with 
outstanding performance in the classroom. Their achievement reflects discipline, 
perseverance and a strong commitment to success. 

These students are supported by their coach, Greg Rudolph. 

Texas High School Women’s Powerlifting Association Academic All-State 

We are proud to recognize two Lake Belton High School student-athletes who 
earned Texas High School Women’s Powerlifting Association Academic All-State 
honors. 

This distinction celebrates student-athletes who excel in the classroom while 
competing at a high level, reflecting remarkable discipline, perseverance and 
commitment to academic and athletic success. 

These students are supported by their coach, Greg Rudolph. 

Powerlifting State Qualifiers 

We are proud to recognize 14 student-athletes who qualified for the state 
powerlifting meet. 

Earning a spot at the state level reflects exceptional strength, discipline and 
dedication, as these student-athletes have competed at a high level throughout the 
season while representing Belton ISD with pride. 
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These students are supported by their coaches, Barry Campbell, Ryan Grave and 
Greg Rudolph. 

Swimming State Qualifiers 

Tonight, we are proud to recognize 14 student-athletes who qualified for state 
swimming competition across Belton ISD. 

These swimmers earned state placements across a range of events, including relay 
competitions as well as freestyle and butterfly races, reflecting exceptional speed, 
endurance and dedication in the pool. 

These students are supported by their coaches, Chris Knipp, Jaynie Ferguson and 
Jack Prud’homme. 

Wrestling State Qualifiers 

Tonight, we are proud to recognize two Belton High School wrestlers for 
outstanding achievements at the state wrestling meet. 

Melissa Farmer earned a 5th-place finish at 235 pounds, becoming the first 
student-athlete in program history to medal at state. Jacob U’ren also advanced as 
a state qualifier, contributing to a season that produced a school-record 15 regional 
qualifiers. 

These students are supported by their coach, Caleb Newcomer. 

Department Showcase - Facilities, Grounds & IPM 

This month’s department showcase highlights Belton ISD’s Facilities, Grounds and 
Integrated Pest Management teams, whose behind-the-scenes work ensures every 
campus and district property remains safe, functional and ready for learning. 

Together, these departments maintain more than 2.4 million square feet across 20 
campuses and 28 ancillary buildings, care for 292.5 mowable acres, support 
athletic and irrigation systems, and respond quickly during emergencies such as 
severe weather, debris removal and campus safety needs. Their work ranges from 
facility maintenance and energy management to groundskeeping, pest prevention, 
irrigation and daily inspections of play areas and campuses. 
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The Facilities team is led by Rodney Marek, Grounds is led by Andrew Linklater, 
and IPM and irrigation operations are led by Kenneth Wilson and James Glenn. 

Community Partner – Fort Hood School Liaison Officers 

Tonight, we are proud to recognize the Fort Hood School Liaison Officers, who 
serve through Child and Youth Services, as valued community partners supporting 
Belton ISD’s military-connected students and families. 

Through their partnership with our district, these dedicated professionals help 
military families navigate school transitions, stay informed on district programs and 
requirements, and access resources that support student success. 

Belton ISD is grateful for the Fort Hood School Liaison Officers’ continued 
advocacy, partnership and commitment to serving our military-connected students 
and families. 

Fiscal Implications: 

None. 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
​
None. 

9



Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item: Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding the Adoption of the 
Vision, Mission, Values & Beliefs, and Strategic Objectives 

Contact Person: Dr. Micheal Morgan 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​   � None      ☑  Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future. 
 
Background Information: 
 
The Strategic Plan Charter, which the Board approved in February 2026, initiated a 
comprehensive process engaging the Board of Trustees and key stakeholders, 
including members of our staff, parents, students, and the broader community. This 
collaborative effort has culminated in a proposed recommendation outlining BISD's 
vision, mission, values, and strategic objectives for the future. The subsequent 
strategies and performance measures for this plan will be developed at a later date and 
presented to the Board of Trustees in a forthcoming session. Ultimately, the complete 
strategic plan is designed to govern the District's operational focus over the next five 
years. Updates regarding the progress of the strategic objectives will be formally 
reported during future board meetings. 
 
Fiscal Implications: 
 
N/A 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the Vision, Mission, Values & Beliefs, and Strategic Objectives as presented. 
 

​ ​            
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Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action 
Regarding the Adoption of the Vision, Mission, Values & 
Beliefs, and Strategic Objectives

BELTON ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
April 20, 2026

11



2

Purpose

Seek adoption of the Vision, Mission, Values & 
Beliefs, and Strategic Objectives.
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Board Workshop February 18, 2026
Cabinet Team Meeting February 25, 2026
Community Meeting February 25, 2026
Second Cabinet Meeting March 12, 2026
Second Community Meeting March 12, 2026
Third Cabinet Meeting April 8, 2026
Cabinet and Board Workshop April 8, 2026
Cabinet Team Meeting April 14, 2026
Board Meeting  April 20, 2026

Process Timeline
13
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Strategic Plan

Vision
Mission
Values & Beliefs
District Strategic Objectives
Strategies
District Lead Measures
Lag Measures
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Vision 
& 

Mission

Vision:
Inspiring Dreams. Empowering Futures.

Mission:
Empower each and every learner to pursue 
their dreams and enrich their communities.  
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Values 
& 

Beliefs

In BISD, we believe:

Trust is built through honesty, clear communication, 
and keeping our commitments.
Empowerment is having ownership, being 
accountable, and leading with purpose.
Adaptability is embracing change, being resilient, 
and celebrating achievements.
Community is cultivated through respect for others, 
meaningful engagement, and strong partnerships.
High Expectations is the commitment to academic 
excellence, driven by innovation and a relentless 
focus on continuous improvement.
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Priorities

Priority One: Students

Priority Two: Staff

Priority Three: Community

Priority Four: Financial Management
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Priority Statements

Students: Ensure exceptional learning experiences that 
bring our "Journey of a Graduate" to life for each and every 
student.

Staff: Attract, support, and retain exceptional educators 
and staff to ensure every student is guided and supported 
by an outstanding team. 

Community: Grow meaningful engagement and 
partnerships with parents, staff, and community members 
in support of our shared vision for each and every learner

Financial Management: Maximize student experiences 
through transparent, strategic, and sustainable fiscal 
management.
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Strategic 
Objectives

Priority One:
Students

1.1 Accelerate academic achievement by increasing 
the percentage of students who meet or exceed 
individual growth targets.

1.2 Increase the percentage of graduates who earn 
advanced credentials in college, career, or military 
readiness.

1.3 Ensure safe and supportive learning environments 
to promote student well-being and academic success.

1.4 Provide students with innovative, flexible learning 
options that balance digital integration with hands-on, 
real-world experiences.
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Strategic 
Objectives

Priority Two:
Staff

2.1 Strengthen recruitment and hiring pipelines to 
ensure a consistent pool of highly qualified candidates.

2.2 Improve staff retention by fostering a supportive 
environment that prioritizes employee well-being and 
satisfaction.

2.3 Provide relevant professional learning experiences 
to ensure continuous growth.
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Strategic 
Objectives

Priority Three:
Community

3.1 Partner with our local community to provide 
opportunities that benefit our students, staff, and 
entire district.

3.2 Share clear and meaningful communication that 
builds trust and engagement.

3.3 Foster a service-oriented environment to build 
satisfaction and trust.
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Strategic 
Objectives

Priority Four:
Financial Management

4.1 Align capital and facility planning to address 
current and future needs.

4.2 Prioritize allocation of fiscal resources to improve 
student outcomes.

4.3 Position the district for long-term financial 
sustainability. 
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Discussion
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Presentation TitlePresenter Name

BELTON ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
APRIL  20, 2026

Academic Progress Report      
Gifted & Talented
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Provide an annual report on Gifted & Talented services and programming in Belton ISD.

2

Purpose 25



Five Year Enrollment 

3
8.7%                          8.2%                        9.1%                     10.1%                      11.8%                 

Source:  On-Data Suite Fall PEIMS Submission for 2021 - 2025
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Highlights from TAPR

4

Academic Excellence:  88% of GT students meet or exceed grade-level 
standards

Continued Growth:  Belton ISD GT students maintain 83% growth rate in ELAR 
and math comparable to the region and state.

Graduation Success:  100% of GT students graduated in 4 years
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Highlights from TAPR

5

TAPR data for STAAR Performance of GT students 
for All Grades ALL Subjects
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GT Strategic Plan
1

1
Learning

Experiences

GT students are 
engaging in 
exceptional 

learning 
experiences 

designed to meet 
their needs

512 3 4

Professional 
Learning

Professional 
learning 

opportunities are 
designed to 
enhance the 

understanding 
and support of GT 

learners

Parent 
Involvement

Parents are 
partners who are 

supported and 
engaged in 

opportunities to 
meet their child’s 

needs

Identification 
& Assessment 

Identification 
tools for referral, 

placement and 
support are in 
place for GT 

students

Fidelity of 
Services

GT services are 
evaluated 

annually and 
continuously 

improving

6
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GT Strategic Plan Accomplishments
1

7

1

Learning
Experiences

GT Certified Teachers 
serving all K-5 

students for at least ½ 
of the day 

 
Curriculum Units 

developed for pull-out 
services

Enrichment resources 
added to BISD 

curriculum

Professional 
Learning

On-demand 
professional learning 
for 30 required state 

hours and 6 hour 
updates

District systems for 
tracking professional 

learning 

Parent 
Involvement

Parent Night to support 
understanding 

giftedness

Family game day 

GT campus showcase 

Summer camp 
invention

Identification 
& Assessment
Placement committee 

training

District-wide 
placement committee

2 43
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GT Service Model

8
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Extended Learning Opportunities

9
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Continuous 
Improvement

Build GT Leadership Capacity

Support of Innovation Specialists

Improved identification and 
placement processes

Curriculum Writing resource 
alignment and program services

10
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Discussion

11

FAMILY GAME DAY
Strategic collaboration through shared play

PARENT EDUCATION
Engaging with caregivers on gifted concepts

CAMPUS SHOWCASES
Interactive student project discovery
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May 2025 through April 2026 - Report run on 4/14/2026

Annual Announcement on Continuing Education of Board Members

Belton ISD

NEW / EXPERIENCED 

TRUSTEES

Local District 

Orientation
(3 hours for 

new Trustees, within 1st 

120 days)

Introduction to 

Texas Education

Code 
(3 hours for 

new Trustees, within 1st 

120 days)

School Safety
(2 hour every 2 years 

for all

 trustees)

(Within 1st 120 days for 

new trustees)

Evaluating & 

Improving 

Student 

Outcomes
(3 hours every 

2 years 

for all trustees) 

(Within 1st 120 days for 

new trustees)

Post Legislative 

Update to TEC

 (2 hours for experienced 

Trustees after each 

Legislative Session)

(New Trustees - N/A)

Child Abuse 

Prevention
((1 hour every 2 years) 

(Within 1st 120 days for 

new trustees)

Team Building 

Session
(3 hours for

all Trustees) 

Continuing 

Education
(10 hours for new trustees; 

5 hours for experienced 

Trustees)

Completed 

Exceeded 

Incomplete

Brandon Bozon (N) Complete Complete Complete Complete N/A Complete Complete 22.25 hrs Exceeds

Riley Beck (N) Complete Complete Complete Complete N/A Complete Complete 23.25 hrs Exceeds

Chris Flor N/A N/A Complete Complete Complete Complete Complete 22.25 hrs Exceeds

Erin Bass N/A N/A Complete Complete Complete Complete Complete 7 hrs Exceeds

Jeffrey Norwood N/A N/A Complete Complete Complete Complete Complete 5 hrs Complete

Manuel Alcozer N/A N/A Complete Complete Complete Complete Complete 10 hrs Exceeds

Rucker Preston N/A N/A Complete Complete Complete Complete Complete 9 hrs Exceeds

(N) = New Trustee

School board members are required to complete continuing education as outlined by the State Board of Education (SBOE). The board president must annually announce whether each 

trustee has met these requirements in accordance with Tex. Educ. Code §11.159 and 19 Tex. Admin. Code §§61.1 and 61.3. The areas of required training are reflected in the 

accompanying table.

Please note, this annual announcement does not include open government or cybersecurity training required under other laws. Tex. Gov’t Code §§551.005, 552.012, and 2054.5191 

mandate that:

• Open Meetings Act (OMA) and Public Information Act (PIA) training be completed by all elected officials within 90 days of election or appointment (PIA training may be 

  delegated by district policy), and

• Cybersecurity training be completed by all school board members on an annual basis.

 

This report was generated in alignment with Texas Education Code §61.1 and reflects trainings provided by TEA-registered providers, based on data available at the time of reporting. 

The district is the official record keeper for trustee continuing education. Any discrepancies regarding provider status, training hours, or reporting should be resolved at the district level.

35



1

36



VISION
Empower each and every learner to pursue 
their dreams and enrich their communities.
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Ensure Exceptional Learning 3
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4Culture of Value & Support
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Each and Every Student 5
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Belton Independent School District 
Workshop Meeting Minutes 

Board Workshop Meeting, March 30, 2026 - 5:00 p.m. 
Dragon Room, 400 N. Wall Street, Belton TX, 76513 

 

Board Members Present:​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Board Members Absent: 
Manuel Alcozer​ ​ Brandon Bozon​ ​ ​ Jeff Norwood​ 
Chris Flor​ ​ ​ Riley Beck 
Rucker Preston​ ​ Erin Bass​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
1. Call to Order:  
Manuel Alcozer, Board President, called the workshop meeting of the Belton 
Independent School District Board of Trustees to order at 5:00 p.m., that the meeting 
had been duly called, noted Jeff Norwood was absent, and that notice of the meeting 
had been posted in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government 
Code Chapter 551. 
 
2. Public Comments:  
None. 
 
3. Board Workshop: 

A.​ Educational Innovation 
Dr. Malinda Golden, Superintendent, opened the session by explaining that the focus of 
the workshop was to explore "educational innovation." This topic heavily emerged as an 
"Opportunity" during a recent SWOT analysis conducted by the board and the strategic 
planning committee. Gabi Nino, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching & Learning, then 
led the discussion with the Board, indicating the overarching goal is to explore how to 
maintain Belton ISD as a "destination district" of choice that provides premier 
opportunities and future-ready experiences for students. This meeting was an 
exploratory discussion.  
 
The Board broke into small groups to review and discuss several sample models of 
education, emphasizing that multiple pathways could be utilized in the future. They 
discussed creating campuses of choice, micro-school model, hybrid learning with 
flexible in-person and online learning. Board members then reviewed specific student 
profiles to see how innovative models could serve diverse populations currently in the 
Belton ISD system.  
 
As the board brainstormed, they discussed several operational hurdles to include: 
Funding: Questions were raised about how the district will afford specialized facilities or 
programs given recent budget constraints. 
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State Mandates and Testing: Members questioned how innovative models will ensure 
students are still adequately prepared for standardized testing, such as the STAAR test 
and EOCs. 
Transportation: Providing equitable transportation to specialized programs (like the 
existing New Tech campus) or hybrid schedules is a major concern. 
Extracurricular Activities: The Board stressed the importance of allowing students in 
specialized programs to maintain their "Belton Tiger" identity through participation in 
sports, band, and fine arts. 
 
In conclusion, district leadership clarified that any future implementation of innovative 
models will start as small pilots, and that active research is underway. Members of 
leadership have been traveling across the state to observe successful innovative public 
school models. 
 
Adjourn: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
 
_______________________________ 
Manuel Alcozer, Board President 
 
_______________________________ 
Erin Bass, Board Secretary  
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Belton Independent School District 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Regular Board Meeting,  March 30, 2026 - 6:15 p.m. 
Pittenger Fine Arts Center, 400 N. Wall Street, Belton, TX 76513 

 
Board Members Present:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Board Members Absent: 
Manuel Alcozer​ ​ Brandon Bozon​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Chris Flor​ ​ ​ Riley Beck 
Rucker Preston​ ​ Erin Bass​  
Jeff Norwood​  
 
1. Call to Order, Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance 
Manuel Alcozer, Board President, called the regular meeting of the Belton Independent School 
District Board of Trustees to order at 6:27pm. He stated that a quorum of Board Members was 
present, that the meeting had been duly called, and notice of the meeting had been posted in 
accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Chapter 551. 
 
2. Recognitions 
Student Pledges – Charter Oak Elementary School​
This evening, the pledges were led by fourth graders Riley Hand and Carrington Padron from 
Charter Oak Elementary School. 

Riley says her favorite subjects are math and reading. Outside of school, she enjoys playing 
outside and even playing school for fun. Riley is a wonderful representation of Charter Oak 
because she consistently does what is expected and treats others with kindness. Her 
classmates describe her as a leader who is positive, supportive and responsible, and they say 
she is always willing to help others with a smile. 

Carrington shared that her favorite subjects are math and reading. Outside of school, she 
enjoys sewing. Carrington represents Charter Oak well because she is kind, helpful and brings 
a positive attitude wherever she goes. 

Student Showcase – Belton New Tech @Waskow Aerospace Engineering​
Tonight’s student showcase featured students from the Aerospace Engineering program at 
Belton New Tech @Waskow, highlighting the hands-on learning and real-world learning 
experiences that prepare students for careers in aviation and engineering. 

Through the program, students explore the design, development, maintenance and testing of 
aircraft structures, engines and systems. They apply scientific and mathematical concepts to 
solve complex challenges in aerodynamics, structural design, mechanics, propulsion and 
robotics. In the first-year course, students are introduced to the history of aviation, the physics of 
flight, engineering practices and aviation career pathways. These students are supported by 
their teacher, Ewan Thomson. 

 Texas Art Educators Association Youth Art Month Spring Exhibition Participant​
Belton ISD is proud to recognize James L. Burrell Elementary fifth grader Aryaman Adhikari for 
being selected to participate in the Texas Art Educators Association Youth Art Month Spring 
Exhibition. Aryaman’s artwork was selected to be part of the exhibition and will also be featured 
online through the Bullock Museum’s website. 

Lions Club Peace Poster State Qualifier​
Belton ISD recognized NBMS sixth grader Kimberly Lezama for advancing in the Lions Club 
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International Peace Poster Contest after earning first place in the Belton Lions Club competition. 
Her artwork, created in response to this year’s theme Together as One, will now advance to the 
next round of judging alongside other top entries from across Texas. 

Texas Theatre Scholar Award​
Belton ISD is proud to recognize 10 students from Belton High School and Lake Belton High 
School who earned the Texas Theatre Scholar Award. This honor recognizes theatre students 
who maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 while demonstrating strong character and a 
commitment to their theatre program, school and community. Their theatre directors are Melissa 
Stuhff and Ty Carter. 

YMCA Youth and Government Judicial State Qualifiers​
Belton ISD is proud to recognize eight students from Belton New Tech @Waskow who qualified 
for the YMCA Texas Youth and Government Judicial State Competition. 

The YMCA Texas Youth and Government program is a hands-on civic engagement experience 
that empowers high school students to learn by doing. Through participation in mock courts and 
legal proceedings, students explore the judicial system while developing skills in public 
speaking, critical thinking and civic leadership. These students are supported by their teacher, 
Dr. Mark Durfee. 

CyberPatriot State Qualifiers​
Belton ISD is proud to recognize 14 students from Belton New Tech @Waskow who qualified for 
the CyberPatriot State Competition. 

CyberPatriot is the National Youth Cyber Education Program created by the Air & Space Forces 
Association to inspire students to pursue careers in cybersecurity and other science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics fields. At the center of the program is the National Youth Cyber 
Defense Competition, the nation’s largest cyber defense competition, where students work to 
secure virtual networks and defend computer systems from simulated cyber threats. These 
students are supported by their teacher, Megan Shick.  

Temple Rotary Educator of the Month​
Belton ISD is proud to recognize Janet Sossamon as the Temple Rotary Club’s Educator of the 
Month for February for her outstanding service to students at Lake Belton Middle School. 

Mrs. Sossamon is a seventh-grade science teacher who brings enthusiasm and a deep 
commitment to student learning into her classroom each day. She creates engaging lessons that 
spark curiosity and encourage students to think critically. Her passion for teaching and 
dedication to her students make her highly deserving of this honor.  

Belton Rotary Educator of the Quarter​
Belton ISD is proud to recognize Julie Coggin as the Belton Rotary Club’s Educator of the 
Quarter for her outstanding service to students at Southwest Elementary. 

Ms. Coggin is a fourth-grade teacher who sets high expectations and believes deeply in the 
potential of every student. Principal Felicia Gibson shared that a hallmark of Ms. Coggin’s 
classroom is her unwavering belief in student potential and her commitment to ensuring every 
student strives for excellence. 

Department Showcase – Transportation​
The evening's Department showcase featured the Belton ISD Transportation Department. 

Whether they are behind the wheel, under the hood, or supporting operations in the office, this 
team plays a vital role in ensuring students and staff arrive safely to and from school each day. 
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Each year, the department travels more than 1.5 million miles using a fleet of 107 buses and 26 
SUVs to serve the district. 

These dedicated professionals are often the first friendly faces our students see each morning, 
helping set the tone for a successful day of learning. Belton ISD is proud to recognize the 160 
members of the Transportation Department, led by Vickie Tubbs. 

Community Partner – Temple Executive Air Center​
Temple Executive Air Center as a valued community partner supporting Belton ISD aerospace 
and aviation programs. 

Through mentorship, facility access, and real-world learning experiences, the team at Temple 
Executive Air Center helps connect classroom learning to real-world aviation and aerospace 
careers. Their partnership has been instrumental in supporting the development of aviation 
pathways at Belton New Tech @Waskow. Belton ISD is grateful for Temple Executive Air 
Center’s continued partnership and commitment to investing in the future of our students. 

Texas Public Schools Week​
Belton ISD joined districts across the state in celebrating Texas Public Schools Week, a 
statewide recognition of the impact public education has on students, families and communities. 

To mark the occasion, students from Belton New Tech @Waskow produced a video sharing 
what public education means through their lens and highlighting the opportunities available to 
each and every student in Belton ISD. The project was led by their instructor, Mel Peterman. 
Their leadership and voice serve as a powerful reminder that student involvement is at the heart 
of what makes our schools meaningful. 

3. Public Comments Regarding Items on the Agenda 
Amy Longfield - Item 5.B. Resolution Regarding Period of Prayer 
Barbara Huffman & Anna Huffman - LBHS Wrestling 
 
4.  Action Item: 
A. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding Budget Assumptions for 
Fiscal Year 2026-2027  
Melissa Lafferty, Chief Financial Officer, presented the preliminary budget assumptions. The 
conservative assumptions include an enrollment projection of 13,530 students, a 93% 
attendance rate, a 4% increase in local taxable property values, $1 million earmarked for capital 
projects, and a district health benefit contribution of $410 per month per enrolled employee. 
 
Rucker Preston made a motion, seconded by Brandon Bozon to approve the 2026-2027 budget 
assumptions as presented. The motion passed unanimously, (7-0). 
 
B. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action on Resolution Regarding Seat Belt 
Requirements 
Dr. Cassandra Spearman, Assistant Superintendent of Operations, presented the requirements 
of Senate Bill 546, which mandates three-point harnesses on all school buses by September 1, 
2029. Retrofitting or replacing the 61 non-compliant buses in the current fleet of 107 buses 
would cost the district an estimated $1.6 million. The district requires additional time and 
potentially state grant funding to reach compliance 
 
Jeff Norwood made a motion, seconded by Erin Bass, to adopt a resolution determining that the 
district's current budget does not permit full compliance with Senate Bill 546 by September 1, 
2029, due to significant financial hardship as presented. The motion passed unanimously, (7-0). 
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5. Reports: 
 
A. Academic Progress Report 
Gabi Nino, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching & Learning, presented the spring benchmark 
data. Highlights included a 9% reduction in students scoring a zero in ELA across all grade 
levels, 70% of third-graders demonstrating early numeracy, and a 22% gain in Algebra 1 
mastery for 8th-grade and high school students. Identified areas for growth included reading 
paired passages, complex math equations, and the retention of social studies content 

B. Bond and Capital Projects Report ​
Dr. Morgan presented an update on capital projects funded by the M&O budget, 2022 bond 
funds, and approximately $4.5 million in bond savings. Upcoming projects include playground 
fencing, camera upgrades at four middle schools, roof replacements at the DAEP and 
transportation facilities, Belton High School switchgear replacement, and various HVAC and 
LED lighting projects. 

C. City of Temple Oak Hills Neighborhood Plan​
Erin Smith from the City of Temple presented the comprehensive Oak Hills Neighborhood Plan. 
The plan focuses on enhancing pedestrian routes near Chisholm Trail Elementary, improving 
park access, and addressing roadway and drainage concerns along major corridors like Hogan 
Road and State Highway 317. 

D. Board Committee Reports 
1. Policy Committee 
Discussed compliance and updates regarding employee religious protections (DGA 
Local), classroom flag displays (CLE(LOCAL)), designated private spaces for 
staff/students (CSA(LOCAL)), instructional material review processes (EFA(LOCAL)), 
and released time courses for religious instruction (FEF(LOCAL)). 
2. Budget Committee 
Reviewed budget runs for 2026-2027, the financial impact of SB 546 bus seat belts, and 
the financial processes of CTE program reviews. 
 
3. Facilities Committee 
Received updates on capital projects, the revenue bonds for a new stadium scoreboard, 
advertising opportunities, and updated athletic turf designs. 
 

E. Superintendent's Report 
Dr. Malinda Golden highlighted the Delta program's successful navigation of public transit with 
the HOP bus, student successes in the Unified Track meet and Reverse Job Fair, high school 
soccer area championships, and the groundbreaking of the new Rowan facility. 
 
F. Board Highlights 
Trustees shared recent district events they attended, including Read Across America, UIL 
concerts, PTA meetings, sporting events, the BEF golf tournament, and the Special Education 
prom. 
 
6. Consent Agenda: Consider and Take Appropriate Action 

A. Minutes of Previous Meetings: 
1. February 18, 2026 - Special Meeting 
2. February 23, 2026 - Regular Meeting 

B. Unaudited Financial Report for the Month Ending February 28, 2026 
C. Budget Amendment #6 for 2025-2026 
D. Expenditures over $50,000 

1. Cadence Bank Center for Graduation 
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2. American Constructors for Replacement of Exterior Switchboard at Belton 
High School 2022 Bond Project 

E. Supply, Equipment, and Service Bids 
1. RFP# 2511-470-398 Grounds Supplies, Equipment and Services 
2. RFP# 2511-475-397 Maintenance, Repair and Operations (MRO) Services, 
Equipment and Supplies 
3. RFP# 2512-150-400 Athletics Supplies, Equipment & Services 
4. RFP #2601-750-408 Internet Access (E-Rate Category 1) 
5. RFP #2601-750-409 Network Equipment (Category 2) 
6. RFP #2601-750-410 Network Equipment (Category 1) 
7. RFP# 2512-450-399 Instructional Materials, Supplies, Equipment and Services 

F. School Library Advisory Council Recommendation for Library Materials Purchase 
G. Additional Certified T-TESS Appraisers for 2025-2026 
H. Change Order #1 with P&E Mechanical Contractors, LLC for the Roy & Jean Potts 
Belton Swim Center HVAC Replacement 2022 Bond Project 
I. Acceptance and Close-out of the Roy and Jean Potts Swim Center HVAC Equipment 
Project and Approval of Final Payment 
J. Change Order #1 with Tradesman Services Ltd. for the HVAC Unit Replacements 
(Various Campuses) 2022 Bond Project 
K. Acceptance and Close-out of the HVAC Unit Replacements (Various Campuses) 2022 
Bond Project and Approval of Final Payment 
L. Selection of Construction Delivery Method for the Transportation Center and DAEP 
Facility Roof Replacement Projects 
M. Selection of Construction Delivery Method for HVAC Pneumatic Controls 
Replacement Project at Belton High School 2022 Bond Project 
N. Additional Design Services provided by VLK Architects for the Delta Program Facility 
2022 Bond Project 
O. Local District Update - 2nd Reading 

1. DGA(LOCAL) Employee Rights and Privileges, Freedom of Association 
P. Policy Update 126 - 2nd Reading 

1. CLE(LOCAL) Buildings, Grounds, and Equipment Management: Required 
Displays 
2. CSA(LOCAL) Facility Standards: Safety and Security    
3. EFA(LOCAL) Instructional Resources: Instructional Materials 
4. FEF(LOCAL) Attendance Released Time 

 
The Board elected to pull Item 6.D.2 (American Constructors for Replacement of Exterior 
Switchboard at Belton High School 2022 Bond Project) for a separate vote, and pulled Item 6.F. 
(School Library Advisory Council Recommendation for Library Materials Purchase) to be 
addressed at a future meeting.  
 
Riley Beck made a motion, seconded by  Erin Bass, to approve the consent agenda, excluding 
items 6.D.2 and 6.F., as presented. The motion passed unanimously, (7-0). 
 
Rucker Preston made a motion, seconded by Chris Flor, to approve item 6.D.2. American 
Constructors for Replacement of Exterior Switchboard at Belton High School 2022 Bond 
Project, as presented. The motion passed (6-0-1), Jeff Norwood abstaining.  
 
7. Public Comments Regarding Non-Agenda Items 
None. 
 
8. Closed Session (Texas Government Code, Subchapters D and E) 
The Board convened in closed session at 8:27 p.m. 

A. Student Disciplinary Matter - Texas Government Code, Section 551.082 
B. Personnel - Texas Government Code, Section 551.074 
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C. Consultation with Attorney - Texas Government Code, Section 551.071 
 

9. Reconvene in Open Session 
The Board reconvened in open session at 9:11 p.m. 
 
10. Adjourn 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 
 
_______________________________ 
Manuel Alcozer, President 
 
_______________________________ 
Erin Bass, Secretary  
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 
 

 
Item:​ Unaudited Financial Report for the Month Ending March 31, 2026 
 
Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty 
 
Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​  � None   ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future.  
 
Background Information: 
 
Attached is the monthly financial report for the District. This report represents financial 
activity as of the close of the prior month for the General Fund 199, the Child Nutrition 
Fund 240, the Debt Service Fund 599, and the 2022 Bond Fund 622. These are 
unaudited figures, and an independent financial audit will be performed for the period 
ending August 31, 2026, and presented under separate cover.   
 
The monthly financial report provides information on the District’s cash and investment 
accounts including balances and investment transactions as of the close of the noted 
month in accordance with CDA(LEGAL). 
 
Fiscal Implications: 
 
For informational purposes only.  

Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Accept the monthly financial report as presented. 
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Adopted Amended Y-T-D Actual Balance Percent

 Budget 2025-26  of Total

Revenues

5700 Local Sources 50,511,930$            50,527,418$            46,873,561$            3,653,857$              92.8%

5800 State Sources 101,422,971            101,405,923            51,543,648              49,862,275              50.8%

5900 Federal Sources 1,375,000                1,375,000                473,471                   901,529                   34.4%

Total Revenues 153,309,901$          153,308,341$          98,890,680$            54,417,661$            64.5%

Expenditures

11 Instruction 82,233,007$            81,942,013$            49,162,737$            32,779,276$            60.0%

12 Instructional resources & media 1,771,816                1,770,966                885,667                   885,299                   50.0%

13 Curriculum & staff development 3,895,773                3,684,451                2,182,642                1,501,809                59.2%

21 Instructional leadership 2,695,954                2,695,104                1,365,916                1,329,188                50.7%

23 School leadership 9,571,864                9,582,090                5,469,652                4,112,438                57.1%

31 Guidance, counseling, & evaluation 6,513,322                6,510,634                3,858,558                2,652,076                59.3%

32 Social work services 264,611                   187,446                   109,998                   77,448                     58.7%

33 Health services 2,266,148                2,266,148                1,358,723                907,425                   60.0%

34 Student transportation 6,708,711                6,724,199                3,995,103                2,729,096                59.4%

35 School Nutrition -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

36 Cocurricular/extracurricular 5,704,747                5,659,025                3,182,103                2,476,922                56.2%

41 General administration 4,292,262                4,291,371                2,333,489                1,957,882                54.4%

51 Plant maintenance and operations 17,184,660              17,229,165              8,817,500                8,411,665                51.2%

52 Security and monitoring services 3,271,775                3,363,365                2,012,177                1,351,188                59.8%

53 Data processing services 5,037,698                4,993,193                2,751,553                2,241,640                55.1%

61 Community services -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

71 Debt Service 356,810                   356,810                   152,374                   204,436                   42.7%

81 Facilities acquisition & construction -                          356,155                   204,697                   151,458                   0.0%

93 Payments to fiscal agent -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

95 Payments to JJAEP 15,743                     15,743                     -                          15,743                     0.0%

97 Tax Increment 750,000                   750,000                   -                          750,000                   0.0%

99 Intergovernmental Charges 775,000                   775,000                   568,509                   206,491                   73.4%

Total Expenditures 153,309,901$          153,152,878$          88,411,398$            64,741,480$            57.7%

Other Sources & Uses

Other sources -                       -                          -                          

Other uses -                       -                          -                          

Total Other Sournces (Uses) -                       -                          -                          

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 
Expenditures -$                        155,463 10,479,282

Fund Balance (audited), 8-31-2025 33,606,061$            33,606,061$             33,606,061$            

Fund Balance, Ending 33,606,061$            33,761,524$            44,085,343$            

BELTON ISD
Statement of Unaudited Revenues and Expenditures Budget VS. Actual

General Fund (199)
As of March 31, 2026
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Adopted Amended Y-T-D Actual Balance Percent

 Budget 2025-26  of Total

Revenues

5700 Local Sources 2,605,000$              2,605,000$              1,668,041$              936,959$                 64.0%

5800 State Sources 35,000                     35,000                     64,416                     (29,416)                   184.0%

5900 Federal Sources 5,600,000                5,600,000                2,862,946                2,737,054                51.1%

Total Revenues 8,240,000$              8,240,000$              4,595,403$              3,644,597$              55.8%

Expenditures

35     Food Services, Child Nutrition 9,471,432$              9,471,432$              5,701,142$              3,770,290$              60.2%

Total Expenditures 9,471,432$              9,471,432$              5,701,142$              3,770,290$              60.2%

Other Sources & Uses

Other sources -                          -                          -                          

Other uses -                          -                          -                          

Total Other Sournces (Uses) -                          -                          -                          

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 
Expenditures (1,231,432)              (1,231,432)              (1,105,739)              

Fund Balance (audited), 8-31-2025 3,900,130$              3,900,130$              3,900,130$              

Fund Balance, Ending 2,668,698$              2,668,698$              2,794,391$              

BELTON ISD
Statement of Unaudited Revenues and Expenditures Budget VS. Actual

Child Nutrition (240)
As of March 31, 2026
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Adopted Amended Y-T-D Actual Balance Percent

 Budget 2025-26  of Total

Revenues

5700 Local Sources 22,479,530$           22,479,530$           21,203,784$           1,275,746$              94.3%

5800 State Sources 3,924,820                3,924,820                3,757,952                166,868                   95.7%

5900 Federal Sources -                           -                           -                           -                           0.0%

Total Revenues 26,404,350$           26,404,350$           24,961,736$           1,442,614$              94.5%

Expenditures

71 Debt Service 25,233,326$           25,284,191$           18,007,800$           7,276,391$              71.2%

Total Expenditures 25,233,326$           25,284,191$           18,007,800$           7,276,391$              71.2%

Other Sources & Uses

Other sources -                           -                           12,671,190              

Other uses -                           -                           (12,757,170)            

Total Other Sournces (Uses) -                           -                           (85,981)                   

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 
Expenditures 1,171,024                1,120,159                6,867,955                

Fund Balance (audited), 8-31-2025 16,339,981$           16,339,981$           16,339,981$           

Fund Balance, Ending 17,511,005$           17,460,140$           23,207,936$           

As of March 31, 2026
Debt Service Fund (511)

Statement of Unaudited Revenues and Expenditures Budget VS. Actual
BELTON ISD
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Proposition Expenditures Open Available 

Local Project Budget 3/31/2026 Purchase Orders Budget

E12 Elementary #12 40,064,028$            37,412,367$          -$                       2,651,661$               

E13 Elementary #13 43,567,482$            39,854,181$          20,712$                 3,692,589$               

DPF Delta Program Facility 2,500,000$              4,371,279$            17,229$                 (1,888,508)$              

SWE Southwest Elementary Addition 13,300,000$            14,980,491$          34,929$                 (1,715,421)$              

-$                       -$                          

MEP MEP, Roofing and Interior Finishes 8,942,812$              9,655,125$             1,706,905$            (2,419,218)$              

-$                       -$                          

SAF Campus Safety + Security Upgrades 6,041,040$              7,401,422$            65,972$                 (1,426,354)$              

-$                       -$                          

BHS BHS Additions & Renovations 28,524,414$            29,172,782$          162,497$               (810,865)$                 

-$                       -$                          

BNT BNT Facility Upgrades 2,000,000$              -$                       -$                 2,000,000$               

-$                       -$                          

LND Land Acquisition 7,000,897$              7,369,991$            -$                       (369,094)$                 

-$                       -$                          

LBM Fine Arts  & Locker Room Addition 8,582,703$              10,296,362$          24,910$                 (1,738,569)$              

-$                       -$                          

TEC Technology Infrastructure 676,624$                 -$                       -$                 676,624$                  

-$                       -$                          

BUS New Buses 5,625,000$              4,130,517$            1,341,776$            152,707$                  

-$                       -$                          

AGR Agriculture Facility 2,000,000$              3,831,423$            -$                       (1,831,423)$              

168,825,000$          168,475,939$        3,374,931$            (3,025,870)$              

DEV Technology Devices 5,000,000$              4,999,771$            -$                       229$                         

173,825,000$          173,475,711$        3,374,931$            (3,025,641)$              

Investment Earnings (unspent) 14,764,506$          14,764,506$             

Available Funds Remaning 11,738,865$             

BELTON ISD

Bond Project Summary

Bond Fund (622)

As of March 31, 2026

55



Investment 
Report

Belton ISD

A s  o f  M a r c h  3 1 ,  2 0 2 6

56



2

OBSERVATIONS AND EXPECTATIONS

• Interest rates were higher for March, generally due to increases of energy prices
• The Fed Funds futures market has been bouncing around, projecting no 2026 

moves 
• Economic growth for the fourth quarter of 2026 was revised lower to 0.7% from 

1.4%
• Labor market data continue to show there’s not much hiring or firing taking place
• The rate of change of inflation has slowed, but cumulative inflation is above average 

• During most of February, the Fed 
Funds futures market was pricing 
in over two .25% Fed cuts this 
year.

• At the end of March, futures 
market data are projecting the 
Fed to be on hold this year. 

2
SOURCE:  BLOOMBERG, FED’S UPPER RATE, SHADED AREAS ARE RECESSIONS
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• Monthly nonfarm payrolls have 
alternated between negative and 
positive the past nine months. 

• This is the highest string of 
consecutively contrasting job data on 
record.

• Many analysts and economists have 
stated we are experiencing a “no hire, 
no fire” job market.

• The Consumer Price Index’s YoY rate of 
change has slowed materially since the 
COVID year highs. 

• The five-year cumulative change is up over 
26%, which is well above a rolling 5-year 
average.

• U.S. consumers say their greatest financial 
concern right now is affordability, due to the 
accumulated inflation since the pandemic. 

SOURCE:  BLOOMBERG,

SOURCE:  BLOOMBERG,  *2026 YOY THROUGH FEB
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SOURCES:  BLOOMBERG
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Portfolio 
Overview

SECURITY TYPE PAR VALUE MARKET VALUE BOOK VALUE
% OF 

PORTFOLIO
DAYS TO 

MATURITY YIELD

LGIP 94,247,963.01 94,247,963.01 94,247,963.01 94.00% 1 3.75

Money Market Funds 6,012,465.54 6,012,465.54 6,012,465.54 6.00% 1 0.00

TOTAL 100,260,428.55 100,260,428.55 100,260,428.55 100.00% 1 3.52

CASH AND ACCRUED INTEREST

Purchased Accrued Interest 0.00 0.00

TOTAL CASH AND INVESTMENTS 100,260,428.55 100,260,428.55 100,260,428.55 1 3.52

TOTAL EARNINGS

CURRENT MONTH
FISCAL YEAR TO 

DATE

309,549.78 2,473,770.47
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Summary by Type

SECURITY TYPE # OF SECURITIES PAR VALUE BOOK VALUE % OF PORTFOLIO YIELD
DAYS TO FINAL 

MATURITY

2022 BOND FUND

LGIP 3 15,145,960.46 15,145,960.46 15.11 3.73 1

Money Market Funds 1 87,047.94 87,047.94 0.09 0.00 1

TOTAL 4 15,233,008.40 15,233,008.40 15.19 3.71 1

2026 BOND FUND

LGIP 1 6,004,964.62 6,004,964.62 5.99 3.78 1

TOTAL 1 6,004,964.62 6,004,964.62 5.99 3.78 1

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

Money Market Funds 1 412.00 412.00 0.00 0.00 1

TOTAL 1 412.00 412.00 0.00 0.00 1

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

LGIP 3 23,458,558.46 23,458,558.46 23.40 3.79 1

Money Market Funds 1 35,286.84 35,286.84 0.04 0.00 1

TOTAL 4 23,493,845.30 23,493,845.30 23.43 3.79 1

GENERAL FUND

LGIP 6 49,638,479.47 49,638,479.47 49.51 3.73 1

Money Market Funds 2 5,889,718.76 5,889,718.76 5.87 0.00 1

TOTAL 8 55,528,198.23 55,528,198.23 55.38 3.34 1

GRAND TOTAL 18 100,260,428.55 100,260,428.55 100.00 3.52 1
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CUSIP DESCRIPTION
TRADE DATE 

SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE

PRINCIPAL COST 
PURCHASED 

INTEREST TOTAL COST
YIELD TO 

MATURITY
MATURITY 

DATE
DAYS TO 

MATURITY
MARKET PRICE 

MARKET VALUE

UNREALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS   BOOK 

VALUE
% OF 

MV

MOODY'S 
S&P 

RATING

2022 BOND FUND

LGIP

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool 
- Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

03/31/2026
03/31/2026

3,233,858.67
3,233,858.67

0.00
3,233,858.67 3.82 1

1.00
3,233,858.67

0.00
3,233,858.67

3.23
AAA

TEXSTAR TexSTAR
03/31/2026
03/31/2026

7,411,429.25
7,411,429.25

0.00
7,411,429.25 3.66 1

1.00
7,411,429.25

0.00
7,411,429.25

7.39
AAA

TXCLASS Texas CLASS
03/31/2026
03/31/2026

4,500,672.54
4,500,672.54

0.00
4,500,672.54 3.78 1

1.00
4,500,672.54

0.00
4,500,672.54

4.49
AAA

LGIP TOTAL 15,145,960.46
15,145,960.46

0.00
15,145,960.46 3.73 1

1.00
15,145,960.46

0.00
15,145,960.46

15.11 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

46-8635-0176
PNC Government 
Checking Account

03/31/2026
03/31/2026

87,047.94
87,047.94

0.00
87,047.94 0.00 1

1.00
87,047.94

0.00
87,047.94

0.09
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

87,047.94
87,047.94

0.00
87,047.94 0.00 1

1.00
87,047.94

0.00
87,047.94

0.09 NA

2022 BOND FUND 
TOTAL

15,233,008.40
15,233,008.40

0.00
15,233,008.40 3.71 1

15,233,008.40
0.00

15,233,008.40
15.19 AAA

2026 BOND FUND

LGIP

TXCLASS Texas CLASS
03/31/2026
03/31/2026

6,004,964.62
6,004,964.62

0.00
6,004,964.62 3.78 1

1.00
6,004,964.62

0.00
6,004,964.62

5.99
AAA

LGIP TOTAL 6,004,964.62
6,004,964.62

0.00
6,004,964.62 3.78 1

1.00
6,004,964.62

0.00
6,004,964.62

5.99 AAA

2026 BOND FUND 
TOTAL

6,004,964.62
6,004,964.62

0.00
6,004,964.62 3.78 1

6,004,964.62
0.00

6,004,964.62
5.99 AAA

CONSTRUCTION 
FUNDS

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

49-4234-4745
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

03/31/2026
03/31/2026

412.00
412.00

0.00
412.00 0.00 1

1.00
412.00

0.00
412.00

0.00
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

412.00
412.00

0.00
412.00 0.00 1

1.00
412.00

0.00
412.00

0.00 NA

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS 
TOTAL

412.00
412.00

0.00
412.00 0.00 1

412.00
0.00

412.00
0.00 NA

Position Statement
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CUSIP DESCRIPTION
TRADE DATE 

SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE

PRINCIPAL COST 
PURCHASED 

INTEREST TOTAL COST
YIELD TO 

MATURITY
MATURITY 

DATE
DAYS TO 

MATURITY
MARKET PRICE 

MARKET VALUE

UNREALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS   BOOK 

VALUE
% OF 

MV

MOODY'S 
S&P 

RATING

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

LGIP

TEXSTAR TexSTAR
03/31/2026
03/31/2026

2,504,246.15
2,504,246.15

0.00
2,504,246.15 3.66 1

1.00
2,504,246.15

0.00
2,504,246.15

2.50
AAA

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime
03/31/2026
03/31/2026

12,546,013.74
12,546,013.74

0.00
12,546,013.74 3.80 1

1.00
12,546,013.74

0.00
12,546,013.74

12.51
AAA

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool 
- Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

03/31/2026
03/31/2026

8,408,298.57
8,408,298.57

0.00
8,408,298.57 3.82 1

1.00
8,408,298.57

0.00
8,408,298.57

8.39
AAA

LGIP TOTAL 23,458,558.46
23,458,558.46

0.00
23,458,558.46 3.79 1

1.00
23,458,558.46

0.00
23,458,558.46

23.40 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

49-4026-8128
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

03/31/2026
03/31/2026

35,286.84
35,286.84

0.00
35,286.84 0.00 1

1.00
35,286.84

0.00
35,286.84

0.04
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

35,286.84
35,286.84

0.00
35,286.84 0.00 1

1.00
35,286.84

0.00
35,286.84

0.04 NA

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 
TOTAL

23,493,845.30
23,493,845.30

0.00
23,493,845.30 3.79 1

23,493,845.30
0.00

23,493,845.30
23.43 AAA

GENERAL FUND

LGIP

TEXSTAR TexSTAR
03/31/2026
03/31/2026

9,306,376.16
9,306,376.16

0.00
9,306,376.16 3.66 1

1.00
9,306,376.16

0.00
9,306,376.16

9.28
AAA

TXCLASS Texas CLASS
03/31/2026
03/31/2026

1.03
1.03

0.00
1.03 3.78 1

1.00
1.03

0.00
1.03

0.00
AAA

LSGO
Lone Star Invest 
Pool - Government 
Overnight

03/31/2026
03/31/2026

73.73
73.73

0.00
73.73 3.66 1

1.00
73.73

0.00
73.73

0.00
AAA

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime
03/31/2026
03/31/2026

1,371,154.80
1,371,154.80

0.00
1,371,154.80 3.80 1

1.00
1,371,154.80

0.00
1,371,154.80

1.37
AAA

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool 
- Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

03/31/2026
03/31/2026

18,610,022.77
18,610,022.77

0.00
18,610,022.77 3.82 1

1.00
18,610,022.77

0.00
18,610,022.77

18.56
AAA

TEXPOOL TexPool
03/31/2026
03/31/2026

20,350,850.98
20,350,850.98

0.00
20,350,850.98 3.68 1

1.00
20,350,850.98

0.00
20,350,850.98

20.30
AAA

Position Statement

65



BELTON ISD | MARCH 31, 2026

11

CUSIP DESCRIPTION
TRADE DATE 

SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE

PRINCIPAL COST 
PURCHASED 

INTEREST TOTAL COST
YIELD TO 

MATURITY
MATURITY 

DATE
DAYS TO 

MATURITY
MARKET PRICE 

MARKET VALUE

UNREALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS   BOOK 

VALUE
% OF 

MV

MOODY'S 
S&P 

RATING

LGIP TOTAL 49,638,479.47
49,638,479.47

0.00
49,638,479.47 3.73 1

1.00
49,638,479.47

0.00
49,638,479.47

49.51 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

49-4026-8101
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

03/31/2026
03/31/2026

2,008,903.74
2,008,903.74

0.00
2,008,903.74 0.00 1

1.00
2,008,903.74

0.00
2,008,903.74

2.00
NA
NA

49-4026-8136
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

03/31/2026
03/31/2026

3,880,815.02
3,880,815.02

0.00
3,880,815.02 0.00 1

1.00
3,880,815.02

0.00
3,880,815.02

3.87
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

5,889,718.76
5,889,718.76

0.00
5,889,718.76 0.00 1

1.00
5,889,718.76

0.00
5,889,718.76

5.87 NA

GENERAL FUND TOTAL 55,528,198.23
55,528,198.23

0.00
55,528,198.23 3.34 1

55,528,198.23
0.00

55,528,198.23
55.38 AAA

GRAND TOTAL 100,260,428.55
100,260,428.55

0.00
100,260,428.55 3.52 1

100,260,428.55
0.00

100,260,428.55
100.00 AAA

Position Statement
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Cash Reconciliation Report
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Transaction Statement

NO ACTIVITY DURING 
CURRENT PERIOD
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Amortization Schedule

CUSIP DESCRIPTION PAR VALUE PRINCIPAL COST

ORIGINAL 
PREMIUM OR 

DISCOUNT
BEGINNING 

BOOK VALUE
CURRENT 

PERIOD AMORT
ENDING BOOK 

VALUE
TOTAL 

AMORTIZATION
UNAMORTIZED 

BALANCE

GRAND TOTAL 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Accrued Interest Schedule

IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE
PRINCIPAL 

COST

BEGINNING 
ACCRUED 
INTEREST

PURCHASED 
INTEREST

CURRENT 
PERIOD 

ACCRUAL
INTEREST 
RECEIVED

ENDING
ACCRUED
INTEREST

2022 BOND FUND

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

2026-03-31 3,233,858.67 3,233,858.67 0.00 0.00 10,407.56 10,407.56 0.00

46-8635-0176 PNC Government Checking Account 2026-03-31 87,047.94 87,047.94 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2026-03-31 7,411,429.25 7,411,429.25 0.00 0.00 22,910.51 22,910.51 0.00

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 2026-03-31 4,500,672.54 4,500,672.54 0.00 0.00 15,399.55 15,399.55 0.00

TOTAL 15,233,008.40 15,233,008.40 0.00 0.00 48,717.62 48,717.62 0.00

2026 BOND FUND

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 2026-03-31 6,004,964.62 6,004,964.62 0.00 0.00 4,963.86 4,963.86 0.00

TOTAL 6,004,964.62 6,004,964.62 0.00 0.00 4,963.86 4,963.86 0.00

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

49-4234-4745 PNC Corporate Business Account 2026-03-31 412.00 412.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 412.00 412.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

2026-03-31 8,408,298.57 8,408,298.57 0.00 0.00 27,060.52 27,060.52 0.00

49-4026-8128 PNC Corporate Business Account 2026-03-31 35,286.84 35,286.84 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 2026-03-31 12,546,013.74 12,546,013.74 0.00 0.00 40,298.80 40,298.80 0.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2026-03-31 2,504,246.15 2,504,246.15 0.00 0.00 7,741.23 7,741.23 0.00

TOTAL 23,493,845.30 23,493,845.30 0.00 0.00 75,100.55 75,100.55 0.00

GENERAL FUND

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

2026-03-31 18,610,022.77 18,610,022.77 0.00 0.00 66,058.60 66,058.60 0.00

LSGO
Lone Star Invest Pool - Government 
Overnight

2026-03-31 73.73 73.73 0.00 0.00 0.23 0.23 0.00

49-4026-8101 PNC Corporate Business Account 2026-03-31 2,008,903.74 2,008,903.74 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

49-4026-8136 PNC Corporate Business Account 2026-03-31 3,880,815.02 3,880,815.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXPOOL TexPool 2026-03-31 20,350,850.98 20,350,850.98 0.00 0.00 81,537.75 81,537.75 0.00
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Accrued Interest Schedule

IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE
PRINCIPAL 

COST

BEGINNING 
ACCRUED 
INTEREST

PURCHASED 
INTEREST

CURRENT 
PERIOD 

ACCRUAL
INTEREST 
RECEIVED

ENDING
ACCRUED
INTEREST

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 2026-03-31 1,371,154.80 1,371,154.80 0.00 0.00 4,402.90 4,402.90 0.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2026-03-31 9,306,376.16 9,306,376.16 0.00 0.00 28,768.27 28,768.27 0.00

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 2026-03-31 1.03 1.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 55,528,198.23 55,528,198.23 0.00 0.00 180,767.75 180,767.75 0.00

GRAND TOTAL 100,260,428.55 100,260,428.55 0.00 0.00 309,549.78 309,549.78 0.00
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Earnings by Fund

CUSIP DESCRIPTION
ENDING PAR 

VALUE
BEGINNING 

BOOK VALUE
ENDING BOOK 

VALUE
FINAL 

MATURITY
COUPON 

RATE YIELD
INTEREST 

EARNED

NET 
AMORTIZATION/ 

ACCRETION 
INCOME

NET REALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS

ADJUSTED 
INTEREST 

EARNINGS

2022 BOND FUND

46-8635-0176
PNC Government Checking 
Account

87,047.94 326,243.58 87,047.94 03/31/2026 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Over-
night Plus Fund

3,233,858.67 3,223,451.11 3,233,858.67 03/31/2026 0.00 3.82 10,407.56 0.00 0.00 10,407.56

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 7,411,429.25 7,388,518.74 7,411,429.25 03/31/2026 5.30 3.66 22,910.51 0.00 0.00 22,910.51

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 4,500,672.54 7,585,272.99 4,500,672.54 03/31/2026 0.00 3.78 15,399.55 0.00 0.00 15,399.55

TOTAL 15,233,008.40 18,523,486.42 15,233,008.40 2.58 3.71 48,717.62 0.00 0.00 48,717.62

2026 BOND FUND

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 6,004,964.62 0.00 6,004,964.62 03/31/2026 0.00 3.78 4,963.86 0.00 0.00 4,963.86

TOTAL 6,004,964.62 0.00 6,004,964.62 0.00 3.78 4,963.86 0.00 0.00 4,963.86

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

49-4234-4745 PNC Corporate Business Account 412.00 390.00 412.00 03/31/2026 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 412.00 390.00 412.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

49-4026-8128 PNC Corporate Business Account 35,286.84 35,286.84 35,286.84 03/31/2026 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Over-
night Plus Fund

8,408,298.57 8,381,238.05 8,408,298.57 03/31/2026 0.00 3.82 27,060.52 0.00 0.00 27,060.52

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 12,546,013.74 11,268,621.40 12,546,013.74 03/31/2026 4.50 3.80 40,298.80 0.00 0.00 40,298.80

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2,504,246.15 2,496,504.92 2,504,246.15 03/31/2026 5.30 3.66 7,741.23 0.00 0.00 7,741.23

TOTAL 23,493,845.30 22,181,651.21 23,493,845.30 2.97 3.79 75,100.55 0.00 0.00 75,100.55

GENERAL FUND

49-4026-8101 PNC Corporate Business Account 2,008,903.74 2,264,817.33 2,008,903.74 03/31/2026 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

49-4026-8136 PNC Corporate Business Account 3,880,815.02 1,188,820.54 3,880,815.02 03/31/2026 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Over-
night Plus Fund

18,610,022.77 22,831,769.43 18,610,022.77 03/31/2026 0.00 3.82 66,058.60 0.00 0.00 66,058.60

LSGO
Lone Star Invest Pool - Government 
Overnight

73.73 73.50 73.73 03/31/2026 0.00 3.66 0.23 0.00 0.00 0.23
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Earnings by Fund

CUSIP DESCRIPTION
ENDING PAR 

VALUE
BEGINNING 

BOOK VALUE
ENDING BOOK 

VALUE
FINAL 

MATURITY
COUPON 

RATE YIELD
INTEREST 

EARNED

NET 
AMORTIZATION/ 

ACCRETION 
INCOME

NET REALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS

ADJUSTED 
INTEREST 

EARNINGS

TEXPOOL TexPool 20,350,850.98 26,050,096.84 20,350,850.98 03/31/2026 5.34 3.68 81,537.75 0.00 0.00 81,537.75

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 1,371,154.80 1,364,850.73 1,371,154.80 03/31/2026 4.50 3.80 4,402.90 0.00 0.00 4,402.90

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 9,306,376.16 9,277,607.89 9,306,376.16 03/31/2026 5.30 3.66 28,768.27 0.00 0.00 28,768.27

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 1.03 1.03 1.03 03/31/2026 0.00 3.78 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 55,528,198.23 62,978,037.29 55,528,198.23 2.95 3.34 180,767.75 0.00 0.00 180,767.75

GRAND TOTAL 100,260,428.55 103,683,564.92 100,260,428.55 2.72 3.52 309,549.78 0.00 0.00 309,549.78
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Meeder provides monthly statements for its investment management clients to provide information about the investment portfolio. The information should not be used for audit or confirmation 
purposes.  Please review your custodial statements and report any inaccuracies or discrepancies.

Certain information and data has been supplied by unaffiliated third parties. Although Meeder believes the information is reliable, it cannot warrant the accuracy of information offered by third 
parties. Market value may reflect prices received from pricing vendors when current market quotations are not available. Prices may not reflect firm bids or offers and may differ from the value at 
which the security can be sold. 

Statements may include positions from unmanaged accounts provided for reporting purposes. Unmanaged accounts are managed directly by the client and are not included in the accounts 
managed by Meeder. This information is provided as a client convenience and Meeder assumes no responsibility for performance of these accounts or the accuracy of the data reported.

Investing involves risk. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Debt and fixed income securities are subject to credit and interest rate risk. The investment return and 
principal value of an investment will fluctuate so that an investors shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or less than their original cost. Current performance may be lower or 
higher than the performance data quoted.

Meeder Public Funds, Inc. is a registered investment adviser and affiliate of Meeder Investment Management, Inc. Investment advisory services are provided through Meeder Public Funds, Inc. 
Please contact us if you would like to receive a copy of our current ADV disclosure brochure or privacy policy.

© 2026 Meeder Investment Management

meederpublicfunds.com  |  866.633.3371

Disclosure
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 
 
 

Item:​ Gifts, Grants, and Bequests 

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty  

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​  � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future. 
 
Background Information: 
 
The District accepts gifts, grants, and bequests from many different sources each 
school year for the benefit of its students and programs. Policy CDC(LOCAL) gives 
authority to the Superintendent to accept most gifts, grants, or bequests. 

Fiscal Implications: 
 
Attached for your information is a list of donations that have been accepted. Budget 
amendments required for the expenditure of these funds will be presented as needed.  

Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Information only. 
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Gifts, Grants, and Bequests  
April 20, 2026

Source of Other Revenue/In Kind 
Donations

Type
Amount/ 

Value
Date District, Campus, or Program Intended Use

Leon Heights PTA Check $3,294 4/1/2026 Leon Heights Elementary New Sound System
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 
 

Item:​ Budget Amendment #7 for 2025-2026 

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:  � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   

 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.  
 
Background Information: 
 
The TEA Financial Accountability System Resource Guide sets forth guidelines on budget 
amendments. Budget amendments are required by the State to reclassify appropriations at the 
level at which the budget is adopted. Belton ISD adopts budgets for the required funds at the 
functional level. Amendments which reclassify appropriations from one functional level to 
another should be approved by the Board.  The budget may also be amended by the Board for 
changes in the level of its Revenue and Expenditures in accordance with CE(Legal/Local). 
Amendments are recorded in the District’s Board minutes.  
 
Budget amendments are presented monthly, as needed. The changes are described below. 
 
Fiscal Implications:  
 
General Fund 
 
Expenditures: 

o​ Instruction (11): $90,589 
o​ $85,790: Reallocation of non-teaching professional salaries and stipends to 

appropriate function 
o​ $2,532: Redistribution of funds for various needs 
o​ $2,267: Transfer to cover TSA State Conference 

 
o​ Curriculum & Staff Development (13): $202,629 

o​ $209,572: Reallocation of non-teaching professional salaries and stipends to 
appropriate function 

o​ ($2,267): Transfer to cover TSA State Conference 
o​ ($4,676): Redistribution of funds for various needs 

 
o​ Instructional Leadership (21): ($367,524) 

o​ ($367,524): Reallocation of non-teaching professional salaries and stipends to 
appropriate function 
 

o​ School Leadership (23): $500 
o​ $500: Redistribution of funds for various needs 
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o​ Guidance & Counseling Services (31): $25,864 
o​ $25,864: Reallocation of non-teaching professional salaries and stipends to 

appropriate function 
 

o​ Co-curricular Activities (36): $47,942 
o​ $46,298: Reallocation of paraprofessional salaries to appropriate function 
o​ $1,644: Redistribution of funds for various needs 

 
o​ General Administration (41): ($191,962) 

o​ ($191,962): Reallocation of paraprofessional salaries to appropriate function 
 

o​ Facilities Maintenance & Operations (51): $191,962 
o​ $191,962: Reallocation of paraprofessional salaries to appropriate function 

  
The net effect of these amendments to the fund balance is $0 
 
Debt Service 
 
Expenditures: 

o​ Debt Service (71): $163,006 
o​ $163,006: Issuance costs related to the 2015 and 2016 bond refinancing 

 
Resources and Uses: 

o​ Other Resources: 
o​ $12,671,190: Proceeds related to the 2015 and 2016 bond refinancing 

 
o​ Other Uses: 

o​ ($12,757,170): Disbursements related to the 2015 and 2016 bond refinancing 
 
The net effect of these amendments to the debt service fund balance is ($248,986).  
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve amendments as presented. 
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Belton ISD  - April 20, 2026

Function  
Original Adopted 

Budget
Previously 

Amended Budget

Summary of 
Proposed 

Amendments
Proposed 

Amended Budget
REVENUES

Local 50,511,930$                 50,527,418$               -                              50,527,418                    

State 101,422,971                 101,405,923               -                              101,405,923                  

Federal 1,375,000                     1,375,000                   -                              1,375,000                      

153,309,901                 153,308,341               -                              153,308,341                  

EXPENDITURES

11 Instruction 82,233,007                   81,942,013                 90,589                        82,032,602                    

12 Library & Media Services 1,771,816                     1,770,966                   -                              1,770,966                      

13 Curriculum & Staff Development 3,895,773                     3,684,451                   202,629                      3,887,080                      

21 Instructional Leadership 2,695,954                     2,695,104                   (367,524)                     2,327,580                      

23 School Leadership 9,571,864                     9,582,090                   500                             9,582,590                      

31 Guidance and Counseling Services 6,513,322                     6,510,634                   25,864                        6,536,498                      

32 Social Work Services 264,611                        187,446                      -                              187,446                         

33 Health Services 2,266,148                     2,266,148                   -                              2,266,148                      

34 Student Transportation 6,708,711                     6,724,199                   -                              6,724,199                      

35 School Nutrition -                                -                              -                              -                                 

36 Co-curricular Activities 5,704,747                     5,659,025                   47,942                        5,706,967                      

41 General Administration 4,292,262                     4,291,371                   (191,962)                     4,099,409                      

51 Facilities Maintenance & Operations 17,184,660                   17,229,165                 191,962                      17,421,127                    

52 Security and Monitoring 3,271,775                     3,363,365                   -                              3,363,365                      

53 Data Processing Services 5,037,698                     4,993,193                   -                              4,993,193                      

61 Community Services -                                -                              -                              -                                 

71 Debt Service 356,810                        356,810                      -                              356,810                         

81 Facilities Acquisition & Construction -                                356,155                      -                              356,155                         

93 Payments to fiscal agent -                                -                              -                              -                                 

95 Payments to JJAEP 15,743                          15,743                        -                              15,743                           

97 Tax Increment 750,000                        750,000                      -                              750,000                         

99 Other Intergovernmental Charges 775,000                        775,000                      -                              775,000                         

Total Expenditures 153,309,901                 153,152,878               -                              153,152,878                  

Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures -                                155,463                      -                              155,463                         

Other Sources -                                -                              -                              -                                 

Other Uses -                                -                              -                              -                                 

Budgeted/Estimated Change in Fund Balance -$                              155,463$                    -$                            155,463$                       

Budget amendments for these funds are required to be adopted by the Board of Trustees.

2025-26 Budget Amendment Proposed For Adoption By The Board Of Trustees

General Fund
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Belton ISD  - April 20, 2026

Function  
Original Adopted 

Budget
Previously 

Amended Budget

Summary of 
Proposed 

Amendments
Proposed 

Amended Budget
REVENUES

Local 2,605,000$                   2,605,000$                 -                              2,605,000$                    

State 35,000                          35,000                        -                              35,000$                         

Federal 5,600,000                     5,600,000                   -                              5,600,000$                    

8,240,000                     8,240,000                   -                              8,240,000                      

EXPENDITURES

35 School Nutrition 9,471,432                     9,471,432                   -                              9,471,432                      

Total Expenditures 9,471,432                     9,471,432                   -                              9,471,432                      

Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures (1,231,432)                    (1,231,432)                  -                              (1,231,432)                     

Other Resources -                                -                              -                              -                                 

Other Uses -                                .

Budgeted/Estimated Change in Fund Balance (1,231,432)$                  (1,231,432)$                -$                            (1,231,432)$                   

Budget amendments for these funds are required to be adopted by the Board of Trustees.

2025-26 Budget Amendment Proposed For Adoption By The Board Of Trustees

School Nutrition
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Belton ISD  - April 20, 2026

Function  
Original Adopted 

Budget
Previously 

Amended Budget

Summary of 
Proposed 

Amendments
Proposed 

Amended Budget
REVENUES

Local 22,479,530$                 22,479,530$               -                              22,479,530$                  

State 3,924,820                     3,924,820                   -                              3,924,820$                    

Federal -                                -                              -                              -$                               

26,404,350                   26,404,350                 -                              26,404,350                    

EXPENDITURES

71 Debt Service 25,233,326                   25,284,191                 163,006                      25,447,197                    

Total Expenditures 25,233,326                   25,284,191                 163,006                      25,447,197                    

Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures 1,171,024                     1,120,159                   (163,006)                     957,153                         

Other Resources -                                -                              12,671,190                 12,671,190                    

Other Uses -                                -                              (12,757,170)                (12,757,170)                   

Budgeted/Estimated Change in Fund Balance 1,171,024$                   1,120,159$                 (248,986)$                   871,173$                       

Budget amendments for these funds are required to be adopted by the Board of Trustees.

2025-26 Budget Amendment Proposed For Adoption By The Board Of Trustees

Debt Service
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 
 
Item:​ Expenditures over $50,000 
 
Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​  ☑ None      � Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future. 
 
Background Information: 
 
Board Policy CH(LOCAL) requires that any single budgeted purchase of goods or 
services that costs $50,000 or more shall require Board approval before a transaction 
may take place. The following list of proposed purchases is submitted for your 
consideration: 
 
Tessera Technology Group for Security Camera Refresh - Middle Schools 
This project involves a security camera refresh across all District middle schools to 
standardize on the Verkada platform.  By replacing aging, non-Verkada units and 
strategically expanding coverage in key interior and exterior zones, we will significantly 
enhance campus safety. The cost is $635,273.15. Tessera Technology Group 
participates in the TIPS Contract. 
 
Fiscal Implications: 
 
Tessera Technology Group will be funded from 2022 Bond Funds. 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the requested expenditures as presented. 
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item:​ RFQ #2601-600-406 for Architectural and Engineering Services 

Contact Person: Dr. Michael Morgan 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​  �  None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future. 
 
Background Information: 
 
RFQ #2601-600-406 for Architectural and Engineering Services was published on 
January 12, 2026. Belton ISD intends to pre-qualify a pool of firms to support 
District-wide construction, renovation and alterations projects for new and existing 
facilities. Future work will be solicited on a task-request basis from approved firms. 
 
In total 38 firms submitted qualifications based on their specific areas of expertise. 
Submittals were evaluated and ranked by a committee of District staff. Pursuant to 
Section 2252.908 of Government Code, HB 1295 forms have been received and 
acknowledged on the Texas Ethics Commission website.  
 
Fiscal Implications: 
 
None. 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the recommended pool of qualified firms to provide architectural and 
engineering services for the next two years with options to renew three additional years, 
as presented. 
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Belton ISD
RFQ 2601-600-406

Architectural Engineering
Services

Final Selections

ARCHITECTURE POOL
Corgan Architects (Corgan Associates, Inc.)
DLR Group
Huckabee & Associates, Inc.
O'Connell Robertson
Parkhill (Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc.)
PBK ATX
VLK Architects, Inc.
WRA Architects, Inc.

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING POOL
Datum Engineers, Inc.
DLR Group
MRB Group (MRB Group Engineering, Architecture & Planning, D.P.C.)
Pickett, Kelm & Associates, Inc.
StructuresPE, LLP

MEP ENGINEERING POOL
DBR Engineering Consultants, Inc.
DLR Group
EMA Engineering & Consulting (Estes, McClue &
Associates, Inc)
Goodwin-Lasiter-Strong (Goodwin-Lasiter, Inc.)
Hendrix Consulting Engineers, P.C.
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.
MEP Engineering, Inc.
O'Connell Robertson

CIVIL ENGINEERING POOL
Pape-Dawson Consulting Engineers, LLC
CEI Engineering Associates, Inc.
Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc. (DBA  Maser
Consulting)
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.
MRB Group (MRB Group Engineering, Architecture & Planning, D.P.C.)

Page 1 of 2
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Belton ISD
RFQ 2601-600-406

Architectural Engineering
Services

Final Selections

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE POOL
DLR Group
Studio 1619, LLC

BUILDING ENVELOPE CONSULTANT POOL
Amtech Solutions, LLC
Armko Industries Inc.
Raba Kistner, Inc.

COMMISSIONING AGENT POOL
DBR Engineering Consultants, Inc.
EMA Engineering & Consulting (Estes, McClue & Associates, Inc)
Hendrix Consulting Engineers, P.C.
O'Connell Robertson

GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING POOL
Raba Kistner, Inc.
UES Professional Solutions 44, LLC

LAND SURVEYOR POOL
Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc. (DBA  Maser Consulting)
Pape-Dawson Consulting Engineers, LLC

SAFETY & SECURITY CONSULTANT POOL
No Selection

TECHNOLOGY CONSULTANT POOL
No Selection

Page 2 of 2
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item: RCSP #2602-475-404 for the Joe M. Pirtle Elementary HVAC Replacement Bond 
Project 

Contact Person: Michael Morgan 

Presented for: ☑ Action​ □ Report Only 

Supporting Documents:​ □ None​ ☑ Attached □ Provided Later 
 

 
District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future. 
 

Background Information: 

At the regular meeting on November 17, 2025, the Board approved Request for 
Competitive Sealed Proposals (RCSP) as the delivery method for construction of the 
Joe M. Pirtle Elementary HVAC Replacement Bond Project and authorized the 
Superintendent to issue an RCSP for the project. RCSP #2602-475-404 was released 
on February 27, 2026. 

The District received four (4) proposals by the deadline of March 31, 2026, which were 
evaluated and ranked by a committee.  

Based on the rankings and the critical scope and nature of this project, the District 
recommends awarding to P&E Mechanical, LLC at a total contract value not to exceed 
$2,048,596.00 for the Joe M. Pirtle Elementary HVAC Replacement project. 

Fiscal Implications: 

The project will be funded from 2022 bond funds. 

Administrative Recommendation(s): 

Approve the recommendation and authorize the superintendent to negotiate and 
execute a contract with P&E Mechanical, LLC and approve the expenditure as 
presented. 
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Vendors Total Points
P&E Mechanical Contractors, LLC 277

Tradesman Services Ltd 254

Climate Solutions 228

Rabroker 225

Evaluation Completed: 4/08/2026

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCORING MATRIX

JOE M. PIRTLE HVAC REPLACEMENT PROJECT RCSP #2602-475-404
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item:​ Certification of Provision of Instructional Materials and TEKS Coverage 

Contact Person: Christy Chandler 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​   � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 2:  Ensure exceptional learning experiences for each and every student. 
 
Background Information: 
 
In accordance with Texas Education Code 31.1011, local educational agencies (LEAs) 
are required to certify annually to the State Board of Education (SBOE) and the 
commissioner that students have access to instructional materials covering all Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for all required subjects, except physical 
education.   
 
Additionally, LEAs are required to certify that they protect against access to obscene or 
harmful content in compliance with the requirements for certification under (i) the 
Children's Internet Protection Act (Pub. L. No. 106-554); (ii) Section 28.0022; (iii) 
Section 43.22, Penal Code; and (iv) any other law or regulation that protects students 
from obscene or harmful content. The TEKS Certification 2025–2026 Survey includes a 
section to allow LEAs to certify they meet this requirement.  
 
The required information to fulfill the certification requirements is attached for your 
review. This information will be submitted electronically to TEA upon approval by the 
Board. 
 
Fiscal Implications: 
 
None 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the Certification of Provision of Instructional Materials for the 2026-2027 school 
year as presented. 
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.31.htm#31.1011
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item:​ School Library Advisory Council Recommendation for Library Materials Purchase 

Contact Person: Julee Manley 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​   � None     ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the 
BISD vision. 
 
Goal 2: Ensure exceptional learning experiences for each and every student. 
 
Background Information: 
 
The Belton ISD School Library Advisory Council convened on April 1, 2026 and 
reviewed materials being considered for purchase in our libraries. Elementary and 
Secondary lead librarians presented an end of year list of book titles for vetting prior to 
purchasing.  The recommended book list was generated in alignment with collection 
standards and guidelines, as well as being posted online for 30 days. Based on the 
materials presented and considerations discussed, the SLAC unanimously 
recommended that the revised list—reflecting the removal of one title—be brought forth 
to the Board for consideration. 

Fiscal Implications: 

The purchase will be funded by individual campus funds as budgeted. 

Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the School Library Advisory Council Recommendation for Library Materials 
Purchase as presented. 

​ ​            
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ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes: Review #1 Review #2

978-1-668-96309-8 Selena Quintanilla-Perez Jeff Bane ES
in the Mi Mini Biorafia 
series ( My Itty Bitty Bio)

Word Count: 159
Reading Level: 2.0
Interest Level: P-2 "This Spanish language biography examines the life of Tejano popstar Selena Quintanilla-Perez in a simple, age-appropriate way that will help children develop word recognition and reading skills. The Mi mini biografia series is a collection of Spanish language biographies for the earliest readers"--Provided by publisher.

1-61067-711-0 I say Ooh you say Ahh John Kane ES Interactive picture books have rarely been so goofy (or so full of underpants).The first instruction on Page 1: “When I say / OOH / you say / AAH / as loudly as you can.” The second instruction is to pat your head if you see red, and the third is to shout “UNDERPANTS” if you see an ant. After a couple of pages of ants and an admonishment to avoid such rudeness, the narrator introduces a donkey named OOH. The loud “AAH” that surely results (because you are following instructions) scares OOH away. When he returns there is an ant on his nose, but the narrator can’t identify it and asks what it is. The response (you’re still following the rules) elicits a dubious “Donkeys don’t wear UNDERPANTS.” OOH returns, and he looks sad; he’s lost something…what could it be? Ants on the next couple of pages will have readers insisting it is underpants. When OOH finds some pink, frilly undies, if readers follow the next instruction (say your name if you see a cloud), they will find themselves claiming those undies as a large, white cloud dominates the next, wordless spread. Kane’s invitation to silliness will, with a willing audience, lead to loads of laughter (and some pretty loud storytimes). The bright, simple, digitally created illustrations alternate with pages of plain text instructions (much of it in all-caps) to complete the package. A cockeyed call and response that can’t be read just once. (Picture book. 3-7)
From the Publisher
This hilarious interactive book will have everyone giggling gleefully! Young readers help to tell the story by responding to simple verbal or visual cues - the perfect read aloud, and fun for the whole family.

9798881601744 The Scalet Ship Claire Grimond ES Bookfair School Library Journal Xpress (September 12, 2025)   Gr 4-7-Malo is an artistic boy in Paris, France. He dreams of becoming a famous painter like his Grandma Zita, whose works are in galleries. When a fan at her exhibit invites Zita on an adventure, she and Malo travel via flying elevator to the Scarlet Ship: a flying ship, led by Captain Magenta and pirate artists. But everything from the ship's muse to the captain is not as it seems. Could this crew be tied to the string of international heists or Grandma Zita's disappearance? It is up to Malo and his new friend Cyane to embrace their creativity, stop the Captain, and save Grandma Zita. The layered text flows seamlessly with the vibrant full-color art. Verrier's expressive illustrations and a cohesive color palette bring the story to life. The use of colors for different settings helps contrast the scenes in the realistic Paris, France against the scenes on the whimsical Scarlet Ship. The book boasts a large variety of page and panel layouts, including many horizontal half-page panels and full splash pages for key moments. An included fun cross-section of the scarlet ship will be beloved by readers. VERDICT A lively and fantastical spin on the classic pirate adventure, this graphic novel will pull readers in with its enchanting artwork and keep them hooked with its epic story.-Nicole Gaudier Alemañy © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Malo is an imaginative young boy living in Paris who dreams of becoming a renowned painter like his grandmother, Zita, whose artwork hangs in galleries. When a mysterious admirer at one of Zita’s exhibits invites her on an adventure, Malo and his grandmother soon find themselves traveling by flying elevator to the Scarlet Ship—a soaring vessel commanded by Captain Magenta and a crew of pirate artists.

But the ship, its crew, and even its supposed muse are not quite what they seem. As suspicions grow, Malo begins to wonder if these pirates are connected to a string of international art thefts—or even to his grandmother’s sudden disappearance. With the help of his new friend Cyane, Malo must discover the courage to trust his creativity, outwit Captain Magenta, and rescue Grandma Zita.

The layered storytelling pairs seamlessly with vibrant, full-color artwork. Verrier’s expressive illustrations and cohesive color palette bring the story vividly to life. Distinct color schemes highlight the contrast between the familiar streets of Paris and the whimsical world aboard the Scarlet Ship. A variety of page and panel layouts—including sweeping splash pages and horizontal half-page scenes—adds energy to key moments, while a detailed cross-section of the Scarlet Ship offers an extra treat for readers.

**Verdict:** This lively graphic novel delivers a fresh, imaginative take on the classic pirate adventure, drawing readers in with captivating artwork and keeping them engaged with its exciting, imaginative story.
9780316510004 The Unflushables Ron Bates ES Bookfair Horn Book Guide (Spring 2019)    Sullivan Stringfellow lives in Nitro City, where plumbers used to be heroes but are now outlawed. Sully--a natural plumber who is forced to hide his talents--connects with plumbers from the Golden Age to battle Ironwater, an evil corporation set on controlling the sewer pipes. Potty puns abound but don't clog up the plot in this delightfully funny and well-crafted tale.Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2018)   In a tale aswirl with potty humor, a young hero plunges into danger to save his town and the world from an evil sewer—er, supervillain.In days of yore Nitro City was protected from clogs and their nefarious perpetrators by the likes of Drainiac Magee and other costumed members of the Plumbers’ League of UnNaturally Gifted Exceptionals—all of whom were declared outlaws when the Ironwater company took over the job of sewer management. But now a rising tide of mysterious leaks, overflows, and mutant subterranean monsters promises to turn the town’s massively popular annual Burrito Festival into Plumbageddon. Enter 13-year-old Sully Stringfellow, a natural genius with pipes and valves since birth. He’s more or less unfazed by encounters with pop-up washer weasels and a tentacled croctopus, and he’s john-on-the-spot (so to speak) when the time comes to trigger a former supervillain’s gigantic porcelain Death Flush. The ensuing “cyclo-toiletronic swirl” rockets Sully into Nitro City’s Underworld to expose Ironwater’s CEO as archvillain Human Waste. Dazzled to discover that the old “sewer soldiers” of P.L.U.N.G.E. are still around (his own grandpa turns out to be the legendary Midnight Flush), Sully gladly accepts an invitation into the fold as a new apprentice. Sully is depicted on the cover as white, and the rest of the cast appears to be white by default. A gold-plated chain puller for readers in alimentary grades. (Fantasy. 10-12)

9798217033171 The Future Book Mac Barnett ES
Booklist starred (March 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 13))
Preschool-Grade 3. Prepare for kids to lose their frigging minds over the latest buffoonery from author Barnett and enabler Harris. An unknown narrator, in a series of deadpan, matter-of-fact statements, tells today’s readers about linguistic life in the future: morning and night have swapped meanings; noses are called “mushrooms”; instead of “bless you!” people say, “forgive me, Susan!”; and instead of saying “sorry,” one would “gently place a fish on another person’s head,” plus many other modifications that may seem absurd to a twenty-first century audience. To match Barnett’s foolishness, Harris’ illustrations give something akin to a loose, Raschkaesque gouache with a late Carletonian sensibility (think The Nonsense Show, 2015). The several newly introduced terms are all exhibited together in a concluding short comic, in which a future person checks out at the bolly bolly hoo hoo (supermarket), and storytime leaders can expect the confluence of so much silliness to bring the house down. This is classic kidlit nonsense, of course, but the approach here takes on a bit more of an edge, as the nonsense is given the power of plausibility: you can’t prove that this isn’t actually how things are done in the future! Stock up well on this sure-fire crowd-pleaser, and brace yourself for a local evolution of language.

Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2026)
Frequent collaborators Barnett and Harris (The First Cat in Space Ate Pizza, rev. 7/22, and sequels) here report from the future -- and it's quite a trip. "In the future, the sun is called THE MOON and the moon is called THE SUN"; morning is night, and vice versa...Bananas are known as apples, and "APPLES?...We don't have apples in the future." Barnett's expert comedic pacing brings the silliness to another dimension; just when we think we know where the joke is going, he throws in a zinger to keep us off balance. The cleanly composed illustrations are rendered in ink and gouache, which, the copyright page states, "means something totally different in the future." The restraint Harris shows is admirable; the text is kooky enough without excess high jinks in the illustrations. Instead, the visual humor has plenty of sly moments, sure to be appreciated on repeat visits. (The choice of typeface -- Eames Century Modern -- is an inspired touch.) Noses are mushrooms; the supermarket is known as the "BOLLY BOLLY HOO HOO"; and "instead of saying, 'Thank you,' we gently place a fish on another person's head." The narrator concludes with a future-speak story about a friendly interaction with a cashier at the bolly bolly hoo hoo. Then, sporting a fish on their head, the narrator bids readers farewell: "You smell like a baby!" The future is weird; buckle up. Kitty Flynn March/April 2026 p.45

978-0-06-331523-5 Big Bike, Little Bike Kelli DuBay Gillis ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
Horn Book (3/31/25)
Duck finds a bike with a sign that says "free" leaning against it. After taking it for a spin, Duck realizes the bike is too big: "wibble, wobble, whoops." Then a rhino comes along, for whom the bike is too small: "thump, bump, whump." It's too slow for a cheetah, too fast for a turtle. Gillis's text is simple enough to make this picture book double as an effective beginning reader, and the story makes a jaunty and poetic impression. Souva's digital illustrations take a restrained approach, relying on spot images built out of blended textures that observant readers will appreciate. Eventually, a warthog crashes the bike, and a human parent finds and fixes it up for their child: "a new bike!...just right for me!" Another book might have stopped there, but this one continues as the child grows out of the bike, moves on to bigger ones, and many years later finds the old bike in the attic as an adult. Then what does the bike's owner do? Puts it out with a "free" sign for another child to find. In this way, the story uses a light touch to provide a layered look at sustainability, modeling the values of passing things along to those who can use them and mending what's broken, and, most of all, the appeal of bicycling around town. Adrienne L. Pettinelli

Kirkus Reviews
What’s a bike for if not to rideAccompanied by a â��Freeâ�� sign, a bicycle attracts the attention of a pigeon (â��A big bike!â��). After a wobbly ride, the bird crashes and deems the bike â��too big for me.â�� â��Bye, bike.â�� A rhino discovers it next (â��A little bike!â��) and takes it for a spin. A few bumps later, the rhino decides it’s â��too little for meâ�� and bids it farewell. A cheetah rides the bike up a steep incline and then abandons it (â��Too slow for me!â��). A turtle climbs on and zooms down the incline (â��Too fast for me!â��). Other animals find the bike wanting for various comical reasons, so it remains alone. Thenâ�¦a human finds it. It’s not in great shape, but with a little tinkering, it’s good as new, and the mechanic’s child learns to ride it expertly, because it’s â��just right for me!â�� Eventually the youngster outgrows it and leaves it with another â��Freeâ�� sign, to the delight of another child, for whom it’s perfect. This whimsical, thought-provoking story will charm readers with its kid-friendly exploration of how an object changes ownership over time; youngsters will appreciate the very satisfying conclusionâ��and may wish to discuss who left the bike at the start. The energetic, humorous illustrations, set mostly as vignettes against expanses of white space, were created digitally and with old postcards and other textured materials. Human characters are racially diverse.An utterly delightful and free-wheeling tale.(Picture book. 4-7)

978-1-665-93815-0 Every Monday Mabel Awan, Jashar ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association

Starred Review ALA Booklist
Starred Review This joyous little book celebrates how garbage trucks move, how they sound, and how they work, all from the perspective of a little girl who thinks they're the best thing ever. Little Mabel's story carries a lot of suspense: we don't know why she is so excited about Mondays until the truck makes its noisy appearance midbook. Mabel has blocky-looking legs, black circles for eyes, a black slash for a mouth, and pigtails that stand straight up like furry antlers, yet she manages to look adorable and expressive. We see her prepping for what's going to happen this particular Monday by taking a bowl of cereal and a chair out to the family home's driveway. And then comes a roar and a honking, and "the best thing in the world" appears garbage truck. The digital illustrations and lettering capture the enormity of garbage trucks with their clanging sounds, flashing lights, and shining hubcaps, contrasting huge lettering for the garbage truck's appearance and actions and tiny lettering for Mabel's awed reactions. Mabel isn't alone in her appreciation; the final pages expand out to other kids looking out of windows, thinking that Monday is the best day ever.

Starred Review for Publishers Weekly
Mondays don’t get a lot of love—unless you’re the eponymous protagonist of this picture book, in which case, “Monday is the best day of the week.” To the amusement of her parents, Mabel wakes up early, dresses, grabs a bowl of dry cereal, and drags a chair to the driveway to await the garbage truck’s arrival. “And it’s huge!” writes Awan (I’m Going to Build a Snowman). “The engine roars! The lights flash! The hubcaps shine! The brakes squeak!” The vehicle lifts a garbage can into the air, and Mabel hoists her cereal bowl to the sky in solidarity. Mabel is convinced that everyone she knows has missed it, this “best thing in the world,” but the following pages reveal that the child belongs to a bigger community: as the truck makes its rounds, it draws beaming faces to various windows, suggesting that trash-pickup Monday is the “best day” for a lot of people. Digital art, a blend of watercolor and cut-paper looks, employs soft shapes and strong geometric lines. Throughout, Mabel exudes the unshakable enthusiasm of a die-hard fan, and the truck, bright green with stylized details, proves a worthy object of communal adoration. Characters are portrayed with various abilities and skin tones. Ages 4–8. Agent: Erica Rand Silverman, Stimola Literary Studio. (Feb.)

978-1-7748-8200-9 Broken X. Fang ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
Horn Book
A young girl tells a story about a cup, a cat, and some cake. While visiting her grandma, bored Mei Mei decides to scare Mimi the cat but in doing so accidentally breaks Ama's cup. Running outside, Mei Mei imagines Ama's reaction: will she get mad or yell or kick her out of the house? Instead, Ama invites her in for tea, then affectionately calls the cat naughty for breaking her cup. Stricken with guilt, the girl tries very hard to eat some cake but is stopped by Mimi's indignant stare; successive spreads show the cat's face getting larger and larger, culminating in four horizontal panels of "CAKE! / MIMI! / CAKE! / MIMI!" She soon breaks down and confesses. Ama gives her a hug, saying, "What's broken can also be fixed," and together they repair the cup with glue. In a final spread, Ama drinks from her cup, Mimi naps, and Mei Mei finally enjoys some cake. Digitally colored pencil drawings convey the high drama of a child's emotions: in a rotated vertical spread, Ama looks tall as a giant when she finds her granddaughter huddled outside; when Mei Mei later admits to her mistake, she cries a river of tears. Fang's (Dim Sum Palace, rev. 9/23) story is laced with humor; don't miss the endpapers showing a wide-eyed Mimi knocking the mended cup off a table. Jennifer M. Brabander

Publishers Weekly (7/21/25)
“Let me tell you the story of the day I broke Ama’s cup” begins the narrator of this compassionate work from Fang (We Are Definitely Human). Young Mei Mei, portrayed with pink skin and dark hair, recalls being bored at Ama’s house and bumping into a side table while seeking to scare Mimi the cat—an act that launches the mug into the air and then “down, down, down, until CRASH!” At first certain of Ama’s anger (an illustration imagines the child literally being booted from the house), Mei Mei seems to be off the hook when Ama blames Mimi for the break. But the cat’s relentless, implacable stare, captured in digitally colored pencil drawings, haunts Mei Mei so much that the child retreats until the truth forces its way out, depicted in a cutaway schematic. Luckily, Ama, who believes that “what’s broken can also be fixed” and that “every repair tells a story,” works restorative magic on both grandchild and cup, soothing Mei Mei’s tears and patching together the object “until it had its own story to tell.” Peace settles over the living room with the understanding that objects and trust alike become more precious for having been lovingly mended. Ages 3–7. Agent: Erica Rand Silverman, Stimola Literary. (Oct.)

978-1-665-98049-4 I Hate Everything! Henn, Sophy ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
School Library Journal Starred Review
Gr 1–4— "I HATE EVERYTHING!" declares a draped sheet ghostly individual to their similar but smaller companion. "Really? Hmmm" is the reply. And so it goes, with the bigger individual declaring their hatred of all things while the smaller one finds things they in fact do not hate their friend, sweets, dressing up, balloons, cakes, bunnies, and more. Finally, the larger one cannot remember what exactly they hated after all. Love rules the day, until the hiccups arrive which—spoiler—are not loved. Henn's sweet and amusing illustrations are integral to the text, which is presented in word balloons. Her ghost-ish characters appear alone on a background of changing colors—red for angry, green for good, purple for change—allowing readers to fully focus on the emotions that are effortlessly apparent from the facial expressions, text size, and font. Henn's ability to show a wide range of expressions with little more than eyes, eyebrows, and mouth is nothing short of impressive. Sure to find an audience with, and far beyond, the general picture book crowd. VERDICT Clever—a humorous take on having and recovering from a bad mood. The key element is gratitude, although it is never mentioned. A must for any library.— Catherine Callegari

Kirkus Reviews
Through a series of pointed questions, a ghost interrogates a companion’s bad mood and helps to create a shiftâ��at least for a momentâ��I hate everything!â�� declares a large frowning spirit. A smaller ghost gently pushes back: â��Do you hate me?â�� â��No, I don’t hate you. BUT I HATE EVERYTHING ELSE!â�� Lightly textured floating ghosts of the white-sheet variety appear on variously colored pages. The flat, mostly empty backgrounds change in color and tone throughout, reflecting the bigger ghost’s feelings. When the large ghost reiterates the title phrase, reds and oranges emphasize the angry heat of the speaker’s emotions. When the smaller ghost elicits a positive response, greens, blues, and lavenders suggest a calmer mood. Simply drawn mouths and eyes are remarkably expressive. The enormous yawning blackness of the larger ghost’s mouth perfectly captures the anguish of being stuck in a bad mood, while the smaller ghost’s mobile eyebrows clearly convey concern and caring. Eventually, the smaller ghost lists a double-page spread’s worth of people and experiences, appealingly pictured in bright colors (â��Do you hateâ�¦flowers? Balloons? Strawberries?â��). The bigger ghost doesn’t hate those things, either, and voices another equally extreme opinion, highlighted against sunny yellow: â��I LOVE EVERYTHING!â�� This joy doesn’t last long, though, leading to a quiet chuckle as the book closes.Readers will be charmed and reassured by the reminder that, with love and support, a change in perspective is possible.(Picture book. 3-7)

978-0-8234-5552-2 Bear and the Three Goldilocks Horne, Patrick ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
An adept tweak turns the classic Goldilocks story on its headRather than three bears, we now meet the Goldilocks family, consisting of Mr., Mrs., and Goldie Goldilocks, all pale-skinned and blond, as they head to the woods for a camping trip. After pitching their tents, tuning their instruments (for campfire songs), and making s’mores (which they put aside for now), they set off on a walk. Not long after, a curious bear shows up and in classic Goldilocks style starts to wreak good-natured havoc. The s’mores are too gooey, too chocolatey, and just right (but he eats all three anyway, along with all the other food, because â��that’s how bears rollâ��). The bear is similarly destructive as he tries out the instruments and the tents, where he decides to take a snooze. Horne’s text admirably incorporates good camping know-how (the Goldilocks family puts out their fire before going hiking) while continually upsetting expectations about what might happen next. Rife with humorous touches, the easygoing writing absolutely begs to be read in front of a crowd. Visually, Yaccarino applies his trademark retro-50s style (right down to Mrs. Goldilocks’ mid-calf-length pants) while putting his own spin on the storyline (the bear can be seen haunting the campgrounds long before he’s mentioned in the text).Not too long and not too short, this quirky and clever retelling is juuuuust right.(Picture book. 4-8)

School Library Journal Starred Review
PreS-Gr 2 —This book is a delightful, creative twist on the classic fairy tale. Roles are reversed as readers follow the story of a gentle bear who stumbles into the home of not one, but three Goldilocks! The clever narrative flips expectations and brings fresh humor and heart to a timeless tale. Bear, looking for shelter and a snack, enters a cozy cottage and encounters the three sisters. The youngest is curious, the middle is practical, and the oldest is protective. Chaos and giggles ensue as the bear navigates porridge temperatures, broken chairs, and nap time. Understanding and friendship bloom in this warm story that teaches empathy and the value of seeing things from another's perspective. The illustrations are rich with whimsical detail. The Goldilocks sisters have distinct hairstyles, expressions, and outfits in complementary tones of mustard, rose, and sky blue. Bear has emotional eyes and wonderful expressions. VERDICT A magical, innovative retelling with heart and humor, this book is a visually rich twist on a familiar tale. The details are perfect for story time with expressive characters to captivate readers.—Susan McClellan

978-1-534-11302-2 Baker's Dozen Moore, Amy ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
Kirkus Reviews
A new baker tries to convince a group of chefs that their menu and team are incompleteIn a quaint little town, 12 chefs are hard at work making the best pies, cakes, and cookies. Everyone at The Bakers Dozen does their job just right, like a well-oiled machine. One day, a girl named Kristen arrives asking for a job and noting that the bakery doesn’t offer her specialty: doughnuts. Kristen entices the bakers with a freshly baked, heavenly scented doughnut, as well as suggestions for an expanded menu of choices sure to lure in new customers. But a familiar refrain of â��We are twelve. No more!â�� crystallizes the bakers’ insistence that their team is complete. Kristen tells them that her grandmother, who taught her the art of making doughnuts, also imparted some wise words: A baker’s dozen is 12 treats, â��plus one extra to eatâ��â��13! The 12 bakers celebrate the arrival of a new friend and colleagueâ��and one more delectable goodie to offer. Written in rhyming couplets, Moore’s playful text teaches important lessons of persistence, resiliency, and embracing change. Stegmaier’s contrasting palette of oranges and blues pops on the pages, accentuating the flurry of activities in the bakery. Kristen is light-skinned; the bakers are racially diverse. A glazed doughnut recipe with several variations is the cherry on top of a charming tale.A story as sweet as doughnuts.(Picture book. 4-8)A rhyming donut celebration is accompanied by a recipe and counting opportunities that read-aloud adults will find multifaceted fun, promising education and entertainment all bound by a delicious doughnut theme. ― Midwest Book Review Published On: 2025-08-01

978-0-316-53115-3 Big Enough Linke, Regina ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
ALA Booklist (3/1/25)
Big Enough tells the story of a boy named Ah-Fu, who is tasked with bringing the family's ox home from the field. Along the way, he meets various animals who warn him about what not to do when bringing an ox home. These encounters frighten him into believing that he is not big enough to lead the ox, and the scale of Linke's illustrations lean into Ah-Fu's imagination, showing readers just how big he fears the ox might really be. Feeling small and scared, Ah-Fu must find a way to overcome his fears in order to bring the ox d himself fely home. Linke (creator of the 2024 webcomic The Oxherd Boy), inspired by Chinese philosophy, shows kids of any size how to trust themselves in the face of adversity, her visual storytelling combining realistic depictions of characters with muted color palettes that exude a sense of serenity. An empowering story about compassion for others and believing in yourself.

Publishers Weekly (4/7/25)
Poised as an origin story based on Linke’s fable for adults, The Oxherd Boy, this quiet meditation traces the simple narrative of a child overcoming doubt. A folkloric cadence kicks things off: “There once was a boy named Ah-Fu, who was so small he often got lost, especially in his own imagination.” In an apparent daydream, the East Asian–cued child captains a tiny sailboat aided by an insect crew, until his grandfather interrupts with a request to bring the ox home from a field. Worried he’s too small to wrangle the big animal, and receiving repeated and accumulating warnings about how to handle the task (“Don’t try to lead him by the horns,” suggest a flock of swallows, “you’re not big enough”), Ah-Fu travels into the hills. But when he meets the big, soft-furred ox—even more reticent than Ah-Fu—the boy finds courage to navigate in his own way. Digitally rendered illustrations employ traditional Chinese gongbi and xieyi techniques to render a lushly serene pastoral setting. It’s an organically empowering story of self-determination that exudes a gentle playfulness. Ages 4–8. (Apr.)

978-0-06-337522-2 If You Make a Call on a Banana Phone Sterer, Gideon ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
Kirkus Reviews
Wish fulfillment comes via fruit-based communications and a whole lot of imaginationWith a tone and cadence similar to that ofIf You Give a Mouse a Cookie (1985), this tale informs young readers of what might happen if they were to go and make a call on a â��banana phone.â�� Clearly, if you made a call on a banana, you’d get a gorilla on the other end. The creature might have a lot of questions about you, like why you’re calling or what you look like. (â��They might want to know if you have stripes or spots, horns or a tail.â��) Family members may doubt that you’re really speaking to a gorilla, but soon enough, other animals will wish to talk to you, too. And if the gorilla and friends come to visit, you won’t be surprised. After all, if you make a call on a banana phone, â��You might just make a friend.â�� Sterer’s text may lie almost entirely in suppositions, but the results are magical. Like a series of Henri Rousseau paintings brought to life, Hughes’ artwork boasts a strong mix of fantasy and normality. The illustrations bring a warmth and understanding to not only the gorilla-child interactions but also to the human family unit. Human characters are pale-skinned and dark-haired.Expect more fruit to find its way to young ears, thanks to this gentle cross-species tale of friendship.(Picture book. 3-6)

School Library Journal Starred Review
PreS-Gr 3— In this imaginative picture book, a child making a call on a banana phone finds themself conversing with a gorilla deep in the jungle. As the conversation unfolds, the gorilla asks questions, prompting the child to share personal details like their favorite color, sandwich, or joke. This exchange builds trust and closeness, leading to shared secrets and plans for future adventures. Sterer's writing is whimsical and engaging, fostering a sense of curiosity and openness in its exploration of communication and friendship. The narrative encourages readers to embrace individuality and not worry about outside opinions, as highlighted by the gorilla and caller knowing "the truth" despite others' disbelief. The progression of the story, from initial questions to a deep connection, is heartwarming and thoughtfully developed, making it ideal for discussions on empathy and unexpected bonds. The conversational style and the imaginative premise make it a captivating read-aloud. Illustrations bring the world to life, vividly portraying the gorilla's inquisitive nature and the child's responses, culminating in the delightful scene of jungle animals arriving at the child's house. Hand-lettering further enhances the book's unique charms. The visuals consistently support the story's themes of connection and the joy found in unexpected places. VERDICT This is a delightful and highly recommended picture book that celebrates imagination, communication, and the power of forming new friendships. It supports social-emotional learning by encouraging openness, curiosity, and embracing serendipitous connections—ideal for school libraries.— Richard Winters

978-0-8234-5561-4 It's Corn Picking Time! Esbaum, Jill ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (7/1/25)
A rhyming introduction to an essential but often-invisible agricultural processDawn is breaking, and a denim-clad, brown-skinned farmer greets the day, her long hair unsecured and her trusty dog at her heels; corn-harvesting season has arrived, and it’s time for the work to begin. The hours ahead bustle with activity, and from sunup to sundown, the cornfields, managed by a diverse team of folks, undergo transformative change: Stalks are felled, chaff is discarded, and kernels are processed in a puff of fragrant steam. Many of these tasks may be unfamiliar to uninitiated readers, but when dusk falls and workers convene cozily around the farmer’s dinner table, we retreat to a homey environment recognizable to most. The book’s final spread underscores what’s been heavily hinted throughout: Nothing can be accomplished without community. Though readers won’t need technical knowledge to appreciate the complexity of work involved in industrial farming, tools and machinery are labeled when introduced, and clearly illustrated visuals make the titular harvesting process legible for novices. The tightness of Esbaum’s onomatopoetic rhyme makes potentially unfamiliar terminology accessible, while Crowton’s lovely and detailed illustrative art invites immersionâ��her grounded palette and innovative use of perspective and shadow permeate the story, evoking autumn’s crisp temperatures and wood-smoky smells. And for those with lingering questions, extensive backmatter provides additional explanation.An informative joy. (websites, further reading)(Picture book. 5-9)

ALA Booklist (6/1/25)
At dawn, the farmer and her crew get to work: the combine, "grumbling and growling," is started up as a team of adults and children gather. Lilting, rhyming text explains the specifics of harvest work, including identifying the parts of a combine ch as the spreader and the auger d the process of drying and storing corn for storage. Vocabulary terms like chaff are smoothly woven into thoughtful descriptions of farming's sensory experiences, such as cornhead chains that "grab and gobble the autumn-dry stalks" and "billows of steamy, roast-corn-scented cloud." Cut-paper-style illustrations add depth and scale to the descriptions of farm life. As the sun sets, birds take flight as barn cats scatter, and the farm family settles in for a quiet night. Back matter gives details about corn varieties and uses, farmers, farm machinery, and the business of farming. Readers interested in farm life will be especially intrigued, of course, but the lyrical text makes this an inviting and enlightening read-aloud even for those who have not yet given much thought to where corn comes from.

978-0-593-70023-5 Mistaco Kinkz, Eliza ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
Starred Review ALA Booklist (5/29/25)
Starred Review Childlike multimedia illustrations help set the tone for Kinkz's moving yet hilarious tale of owning your mistakes. Izzy feels like she makes mistakes all the time stakes like dropping her toothbrush in the toilet, spilling queso on her homework, and stepping in dog poo. Her family, cued as Latinx and portrayed with various skin and hair tones, love her fiercely despite her imperfections. After a particularly trying day at school, Izzy and her family go to her grandparents' home to visit and make tortillas. The disgruntled girl gets increasingly frustrated as she struggles to make a perfectly round tortilla. Finally, her anger explodes in a wonderfully dramatic double-page spread, which sees her vent about all the day's missteps. Her grandfather reassures her, "¡No problema, mamita! I will eat your mistakes!" He encourages Izzy to talk about her mistakes and project those feelings into the tacos, thereby inventing the "mistaco." Izzy immediately feels better, and soon her entire family is eating delicious mistacos of their own. Speech bubbles scattered throughout the book add humor and seamlessly incorporate the family's use of Spanglish, a practice further discussed in the author's note. Kinkz, who won a Pura Belpré Illustration Honor for Jesús Trejo's Papá's Magical Water-Jug Clock (2023), has created a reassuring story of big feelings and belly laughs in her author-illustrator debut, no mistake about it.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (5/29/25)
After enduring a humiliating incident, Izzy just wants to be left aloneIzzy’s â��the PRESIDENT of mistakes.â�� She dribbles queso on her homework, steps in dog poo, and knocks her sibling’s toothbrush into the toilet. After making an especially embarrassing gaffe at school one day, Izzy’s in no mood for a family get-together, but it’s tortilla night! Izzy and her Abuelito (Lito) start rolling dough in the kitchen, but frustrated Izzy keeps messing up. Lito eats her ill-shapen tortillas and lends a sympathetic ear as she reveals what happened earlier. Lito rolls a fresh tortilla and encourages Izzy to â��fillâ�� it by retelling her story. Together, they create a mistake taco, or â��mistaco,â�� as Izzy dubs it, and munch on the results. The exercise in openness proves to be tasty, and other family members share past blunders and craft their own mistacos. With her authorial debut, Pura Belpré Honor winningâ��illustrator Kinkz conveys a message all kids need to hear: Everyone makes mistakes, and owning them can bring relief and even joy. Her signature, scribbly cartoons brim with chaos, capturing the energy of a boisterous, tightknit Latine family. In Izzy, Kinkz has created a fully realized youngster who’s equal parts goofy exuberance and vulnerable insecurity. Izzy’s family members vary in skin tone and speak a mix of Spanish and English; an author’s note offers insight into this blend of languages, known as Spanglish.A deliciously effervescent celebration of family and resilience. (suggestions for making mistacos)(Picture book. 6-9)

978-1-46423306-7 Butt or Face?  Ador a Butts Kari Lavelle ES next in series
Kirkus Reviews
The fourth entry in a tail-wagging game for young animal loversWith a fresh set of artfully angled and framed photos, Lavelle again challenges viewers to guess whether they’re looking at the â��fetching facesâ�� or â��beguiling buttsâ�� of 13 creatures, from a pink fairy armadillo to an emperor penguin. Turning the page reveals not only the answer, with a full-body photo, but boxes of pun-laden invitations to â��Face the Factsâ�� or go â��Beyond the Backsideâ�� to learn a few basics about each animal’s habits and habitat. â��You can’t spell â��repeat’ without e-a-t,â�� she writes, for example, about the quokka’s habit of chowing down on food it has just barfed up, and thanks to coral-like tubercules on its skin that help it hide from predators, the reef-dwelling pygmy seahorse is â��hard tosea!â�� â��What a re-leaf!â�� she notes after describing how, once a week, sloths slowly travel to the forest floor to defecate. As usual, she ends with a clever kickerâ��a baby wombat peeking from its mom’s backward facing pouch, so that both answers are correctâ��on the way to closing deposits of additional data.Fundament-ally sound approach to natural history, with built-in hilarity. (author’s note, sources, map)(Informational picture book. 5-7)

Reading Level: 4.0
Interest Level: 1-4

979-87-656-7050-7 The Monster in the Lake Timmers, Leo ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
A timid mallard is anxious about crossing a possibly monster-infested lake, but after overcoming his fear, he finds something surprising underwaterDespite the legends, Eric’s three birdie buddies are insistent that the lake doesn’t harbor any monsters. Nah, there’s only â��boring old fish and frogs.â�� But on the extra-tall pages divided horizontally and offering views both above and below the waterline, the observant fowlâ��and readersâ��have a different vantage point. What they see in the shadowy depths is fish and frogs fleeing. Enter the monster, a textured teal creature with horns and requisite sharp white teeth but who also sports a warm grin and dapper crimson chapeau. Leaving his friends blissfully unaware, Eric dives and explores a monster-ific world via an impressive gatefold. Inside is a grandiose underwater city cleverly constructed from human detritus where vibrantly colored, just-barely scary monsters cavort. Emboldened by his adventures, a newly self-assured Eric returns to his now-alarmed friends and reassures them that â��there’s no monster in the lake,â�� a statement that leaves the tale on a curiously ambiguous note. Translated from Dutch, the wry narrative is told entirely in short, declarative lines of conversation. The contrast between the oblivious birds floating in stark white and Eric with the rainbow monster menagerie below is flawlessly deadpan. The book’s multilayered aerosol spray and acrylic paint illustrations are uniquely pleasing.Here be monstersâ��and they are monstrously fun!(Picture book. 4-8)

ALA Booklist (9/1/25)
Starred Review When Eric the mallard's three duck pals suggest a swim in the lake, Eric can't help but worry about its rumored monster. "That's just a story, Eric," his friends assure him. "There's no monster in the lake. Just boring old fish and frogs." So, into the lake they go. But readers can see what the ducks do not ose boring fish and frogs look terrified as they swim away from something. Dipping his head underwater, Eric comes beak to snout with a green, submarine-sized creature. Eric bursts to the surface with a cry of "MONSTER!" only to be dismissed by his buddies, who swim on, oblivious. However, the monster proves a nice, dapper fellow orting a top hat, several bows, a pocket watch, and an umbrella o jovially invites Eric to accompany him below the water. A double gatefold showcases the monster's colorful city composed of vibrant human artifacts: green glass bottles, footballs, a traffic light, a car, and a sunken ship inhabited by numerous colorful, happy monsters. Meanwhile, the three duck friends remain afloat, clueless to the rich world below the water's surface. The bright artwork, created with acrylic paint and spray paint, contains whimsical details and makes great use of visual humor. With sparse text and large-scale illustrations, this is an ideal choice for toddlers and preschool storytimes that is clever enough to entertain adults, too.

978-1-536-23962-1 Ready, Steady, Sloth! Anderson, Justin ES on the TEXAS 2X2 LIST put out by Texas Library Association

Reviews:
Horn Book
Mixed-media illustrations showcase the vibrant colors of a tropical rainforest and draw readers into this examination of a resident three-fingered sloth. Although slow-moving, the sloth and her young male offspring embark on a weekly "special mission," the nature of which readers learn as the story unfolds. Small print below the main text provides facts that complement the action in the pictures (e.g., while shown descending a tree: sloths move at one-and-a-half miles per hour, as compared to humans' maximum of twenty-seven and cheetahs' of seventy). When our sloth finally lands on the forest floor, she completes that foreshadowed "special mission": she "takes a big poop," which consists of about a third of her body weight. Before returning to the forest canopy, she covers her poop with leaves (a behavior, scientists think, meant to keep it intact and thus make it easier for male sloths to locate females); and then she and her baby successfully evade a cheetah. Back matter includes brief illustrated descriptions of the seven kinds of sloths (all of which live in Central or South America) and provides two internet resources for further inquiry. A brief index concludes this entertaining and informative book. Betty Carter

School Library Journal Xpress (May 2, 2025)
K-Gr 4-Readers explore the interesting, if slow, life of a sloth. This thoughtful nonfiction picture book gives lots of facts about sloths in a compelling and fun way. The sloth is on a mission-she and her baby are going to visit the forest floor. As they travel together, facts emerge, like how baby sloths stay on their mothers' chests for six months, and how sloths have a large, four-chambered stomach, unlike humans. Sloths also feed their babies the same leaves they are eating so that the babies will know which are the best kind of leaves to eat. The end of the story explains not only why the sloths venture down to the forest floor each week but how this behavior keeps sloths safe from predators. Beautiful, vibrantly colored artwork allows readers to deepen their understanding of the gently humorous text. For readers who want to know more about sloths, there is additional information at the end of the book as well as an index. VERDICT An excellent picture book about sloths that will entertain and inform young readers. A strong choice for any library.-Debbie Tanner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

9780823455614 It's Corn Picking Time! ES simple readers
9780593699812 Pencil and Eraser Lost and Frown ES simple readers
9781774884904 Not So Sweetie Pie ES simple readers
9780593900765 Don't Lose Mr. Cuddles ES simple readers
9781536238939 Natterjack Toad Makes a Mighty Crunch ES simple readers
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9781665922326 Jazzy the Witch in Broom Doom ES simple readers
9781250835314 Wagnificent a New Dog in the Den ES simple readers

978-0-7595-5743-7 XO, exoplanet Underwood, Deborah ES
Booklist (December 15, 2021 (Online))
Preschool-Grade 2. Underwood and Lacera offer a light introduction to the concept of exoplanets in this jovial picture book starring our solar systems’ eight planets and Pluto. Neptune (a teal orb perched in a pink pool tube) spots the faraway space objects first, and they decide to write a letter of introduction, explaining that they’re calling the objects “exoplanets.” The exoplanets are none too pleased, however; since our solar system’s planets are so far away, they are the exoplanets, the reply explains. A snippy back-and-forth ensues until a comet helps the planets gain some perspective on point of view. The animated artwork nicely communicates tone (particularly from bossy Jupiter), and the dark color palette matches the space setting. Many kids in the target audience will recognize the comically escalating argument between the planets and exoplanets, and the comet’s advice—though a touch didactic—might help little ones think about conflict. With a tidy combination of STEM content (back matter offers more information on exoplanets) and social-emotional learning, this approachable picture book can do double duty.

School Library Journal (November 1, 2021)
PreS-Gr 2-Planets from our solar system send letters of love and friendship to an exoplanet, learning that different perspectives provide opportunities to grow. Bright digital art depicts anthropomorphized planets with fashion statements and personalities to match. Saturn's large eyeglasses mirror its rings, while Uranus wears a knitted cap as it's colder than other planets since it's farther from the sun. Jupiter, larger than all the others, dictates letters like a CEO. Underwood weaves in the definition of an exoplanet clearly, and the pun of signing XO as missives fly back and forth in "space express" rockets creates great read-aloud moments. The crux of the story, whether our solar system's planets are the exoplanets or the other planet is the exoplanet, causes disruption. A comet resolves it by pointing out how this is based on point-of-view. Comparisons of which planets are big or small, hot or cold, are discussed in relation to the sun, and this provides a teachable moment in differences and conflict resolution. A scientific note is included. VERDICT A delightful purchase that creates accessible paths to learning more.-Rachel Zuffa, Case H.S., Racine, WI © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-8988487609 The Mosquito Burrito Dragon. Didi ES

978-1-48143-976-3 Oh no, Astro! Roeser, Matt ES
Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2016)
Jostled out of his orbit, a confrontation-averse animate asteroid prone to courtly speech finds himself heading for a perilous, unexpected, fast-track encounter with planet Earth. While most asteroids "crash," "bash," and "smash" into one another, Astro carefully monitors "his personal outer space." When a rogue satellite approaches, Astro warns: "You stay in your orbit and I'll stay in mine." Unfortunately, the fixedly smiling satellite bumps into Astro, who is "understandably distraught" about damage to one of his "favorite craters." Worse, he's knocked out of his orbit. Out-of-control and tragically subject to inertia, Astro whizzes past Mars, the moon, and a spacewalking astronaut, irrevocably heading toward Earth, where Nova, a stargazing blonde white girl, tracks his meteoric descent, spectacular breakup, and crash landing. Computer-generated illustrations portray Astro and everything he encounters as simple, cutout shapes in dramatic aqua, red, white, and yellow, contrasting sharply with the dense black backgrounds reminiscent of endless outer space. Astro's exaggerated facial expressions and ridiculously tiny limbs add drama as well as humor. Bold diagonal lines moving downward across the pages from left to right amplify Astro's rapid descent, while a double-page spread featuring only the word "SMASH!" in huge text effectively reinforces his colossal crash. An engaging Q-and-A offers scientific information about asteroids. Informative, dynamic, rich in vocabulary, and quite funny. (suggested reading) (Picture book. 4-8)

Publishers Weekly (January 25, 2016)
In deepest, blackest space lives Astro, an antisocial asteroid. "All Astro wanted was for his personal outer space to be respected," writes Roeser, a children's book designer making his debut as author. The chunky green space rock is doing fine until a passing satellite, as smilingly clueless as Astro is persnickety, crashes into Astro and sends him hurtling toward Earth. "I don't like confrontation!" shouts Astro in the book's funniest scene as he enters the atmosphere of a worried-looking Earth. While the hasty ending doesn't make quite as big an impact as Astro does (he stays intact after his collision, loses his hauteur, and befriends an amateur astronomer named Nova), as a character study the book has the right stuff. The precocious narration (filled with delicious words like "rambunctious" and "distraught"), coupled with Astro's arch speaking style (including exclamations like "Good gravity!" and "Pluto's revenge!"), is great fun to read aloud, and fellow newcomer Woodard's Jetsons-esque style and bright palette bring just the right Space Age atmosphere to the story. A lively afterword addresses questions about orbits, asteroids, and more. Ages 4-8. (Apr.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

978-0-593-69823-5 Our Lake Kang, Angie ES

Publishers Weekly starred (January 6, 2025)
Kang debuts with a deeply felt story about siblings returning to a cherished place- "Brother is taking me up to swim in the lake like Father used to." In loosely painted, expressive gouache, crayon, and colored pencil spreads, two figures head up a slope amid deeply saturated blues, greens, and magentas. The duo prepare to swim in the bright sun: "Brother takes off his shirt. I take off my shirt. Brother stretches. I stretch." After Brother dives easily off a rock into the water, the younger sibling freezes, the sequence capturing each beat of the child’s overwhelm ("How did I ever do this before?"). Then the image of a bearded man in a jaunty red hat appears ("On the inside of my eyelids, I see Father"). Next, Father’s reflection materializes in the water, and the child’s diving in offers a kind of reunion. Kang pictures the dreamlike moment the two meet, hands out- stretched ("He has my nose and my eyes"). Foregrounding the hard work of moving forward, this story about loss offers a vision of a place where "we are all together." Characters are portrayed with dark hair and pale skin. Ages 4-8. Agent: Anjali Singh, Ayesha Pande Literary. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal Xpress starred (February 28, 2025)
PreS-A heartrending journey through grief and bravery unfolds in this beautifully illustrated story, where a young boy learns to navigate loss on a hot summer day. Gorgeous gouache illustrations bring to life the tale of two brothers embarking on a hike, with the opening lines subtly hinting at the theme of loss: "Today, Brother is taking me up to swim in the lake like Father used to." The younger brother, eager to imitate his older sibling, faces an overwhelming wave of nervousness when it's time to jump into the water. "Suddenly, my stomach is full of stones. How did I ever do this before?" As memories of their father flood back, the boy finds the strength to leap, symbolizing both personal growth and the strength of family bonds. The story concludes with the touching sentiment that, in the water, it feels as though the entire family has reunited. With lyrical descriptive language and breathtaking illustrations, this book tenderly explores themes of loss, bravery, and family. VERDICT A gentle and heartfelt exploration of grief, this book is a must-have addition to any library shelf.-Brooke Newberry © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-665-96209-4 Tunneler Tunnels in the Tunnel Rex, Michael ES Ready-To-Read Level 1

Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025)
A tunneling penguin stars in this title for the newest of readers. A mole might have been a more logical character choice, especially given the bucolic, decidedly un-Antarctic setting, but the anthropomorphic penguin (referred to as “the tunneler”) makes a winning protagonist. Wearing a hard hat and wielding a shovel, the tunneler is introduced on the copyright page in front of a ramshackle house and a few buckets, including one holding orange papers, each emblazoned with a yellow star. On each spread, the unseen narrator informs us that “the tunneler tunnels in the tunnel.” The titular phrase repeats on the right-hand side of each spread as the tunneler pops out of the ground to greet other penguins and hand each of them one of the orange papers. These other characters are similarly identified by their occupations: “The gardener gardens in the garden.” “The farmer farms on the farm.” At the book’s conclusion, readers discover that the papers were invitations to a rock concert, held (appropriately enough) by a large nearby stone. Lo and behold, the tunneler is also a “rocker,” and “as the rocker rocks on the rock,” “the dancers dance at the dance!” Playful cartoon illustrations will help youngsters decode the spare, repetitive text as details in the cross-sections of underground tunnels provide visual interest. Burgeoning readers will eagerly dig in. (Early reader. 4-6)
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal Xpress (May 16, 2025)
PreS-K-The penguin is a tunneler. He tunnels through town and pops up while his neighbors go about their day. For instance, the gardener gardens, a shopper shops, and a camper camps, all while the tunneler pops his head up into a different scene. Early readers will enjoy looking at the pictures, but some of the words, such as gardener, may be difficult to pronounce at the appropriate ages for this book. Text is bold and clear, and this is a predictable story: by the end, readers should be able to anticipate what the text will say. VERDICT While the story is predictable, the text in this book might be difficult for early readers. Librarians may want to preview before putting it on shelves.-Kelly Richards © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-0-8234-5958-2 I Like Hoops Ford, Juwanda G. ES I Like to Read

Booklist (June 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 19))
Grades K-2. It’s hard to resist getting drawn into the final seconds of a close game, and this book brings readers right into that feeling. With five minutes left to play and a tied score, our unnamed narrator, a girl with brown skin and dark hair, reaches for a jump ball. When she misses, the other team pulls ahead! Several plays don’t go quite as planned, but in the end, our tenacious narrator makes a key steal that leads to a teammate’s winning basket. Though the simple, digitally created illustrations feel a bit flat-footed, the back-and-forth of the game is unusually exciting for such a highly decodable text. Readers and their adults may also appreciate the good sportsmanship modeled throughout by the teammates (“Nice try”), coaches (“Almost”), and fans (“Go go go”). Our narrator experiences several setbacks (“I miss” and “I slip”), but that does not stop her from concluding that “I like hoops.” A narrative for very early readers that doesn’t sacrifice story in the name of decodability? That’s a definite win!
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal (June 1, 2025)
PreS-Gr 1-A game of basketball is tied with only five minutes to go. Short, simple sentences describe the action as the visiting team scores a few baskets, the home team responds, and the crowd cheers enthusiastically. With only 10 seconds remaining, the home team shoots and scores, leading to a victory. Filled with sight words, a variation of short and long vowels, and repetition, this title is an excellent choice for new and emerging readers. Each spread features approximately one to three sentences with up to 10 words, many of which describe the images, such as "I jump" and "The ball goes in." Colorful illustrations are lively and eye-catching; the characters have diverse backgrounds. While there is nothing groundbreaking here in terms of storytelling, readers are sure to enjoy the energetic illustrations and relatable story. VERDICT A fast-paced and compelling sports choice for early reader collections.-Olivia Gorecke © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-665-93271-4 Stop That Mop! Fenske, Jonathan ES Ready-To-Read Level 1

Kirkus Reviews (October 15, 2024)
An inventive riff on “The Gingerbread Boy,” featuring the phoneme made famous by Hop on Pop. A disgruntled mop is done with the brown “SLOP” and green “GLOP” that a pig continues to “DROP.” The mop gleefully decides to “RUN! Run far away!” and blithely bids the pig farewell. The pig’s cry of “STOP THAT MOP” summons a bunny, a pony, and a fish. Though they “HOP,” “CLOP,” and “FLOP,” their efforts are in vain. (The fish sports a water-filled helmet so that it can give chase alongside the others.) Although the put-upon mop initially evokes readers’ sympathy (who wouldn’t want to flee a life of cleaning up slop?), its repeated cry of overweening pride—“But you will NEVER stop this mop!”—eventually calls out for comeuppance. A stop sign is ready to provide it. Though the sign tries to warn the escapee of an impending “DROP,” the mop is too full of self-importance to listen. Predictably but satisfyingly, the mop falls off the cliff but fortunately lands (“PLOP”) on a blue, vaguely peacock-ish bird passing by. The mop is exuberantly unrepentant, giddily flying off on the bird. Cartoon-style art boldly foregrounds the major players, setting them against minimal backgrounds and giving the mop a distinct personality. This masterful romp makes the very most of its limited vocabulary, entertaining even adult readers while offering beginners humor, suspense, and just plain fun. Laugh-out-loud fare for burgeoning readers and a rollicking celebration of the rebellious spirit. (Early reader. 4-7)
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal (November 1, 2024)
PreS-Gr 2-Fed up with mopping slop and glop and never getting to stop, a disgruntled mop abandons its responsibilities and runs away. It is pursued by an assortment of animals, including a hopping rabbit and clopping horse, but the mop outruns and outwits them all. The highly decodable text is mostly limited to a few speech bubbles on each page, with particular emphasis on monosyllabic words ending in that "op" sound. Digitally rendered in comic-style panels, the characters display a wide range of emotion. The mop, which strongly resembles the title character from Fenske's Barnacle Is Bored, is particularly expressive. Like his other early readers, this one is bound to delight fans of Mo Willems and Dr. Seuss. VERDICT Sure to elicit giggles from emerging readers.-Amy Reimann © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-0-593-70011-2 Sundust Pena, Zeke ES

Publishers Weekly starred (April 14, 2025)
In a wide-ranging solo debut, Peña (My Papi Has a Motorcycle) imagines two Latinx-cued children exploring a sweeping desertscape where, though bulldozers work "to build/ things that don’t belong," natural elements "will always grow wild and free." When the siblings see a trail of magenta-colored sundust streak through the sky, it lands "where no one goes anymore/ ...the galaxy at the end of our street." As the duo explore the ample space beyond their border city’s rock wall, multimedia illustrations highlight the natural world overtaking manmade objects, then sprawling across a marvelous expanse whose soft browns and greens are peppered with saturated pinks and purples (a hummingbird, a nopal tree’s blooms, a butterfly). Following a storm, the sun’s rays render even the children part of the landscape-"We dry out.... We blend into this place"-and a final sequence pulls them into intimate communion with both the universe and an array of solar deities. When their mother’s whistle breaks the spell, the siblings find themselves changed by their outing-shining like nothing less than the sun. Speech bubbles add levity to energy-charged prose through this surreal exploration of the way the natural world endures and transforms. Ages 4-8. Agent: Steven Malk, Writers House. (Aug.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal starred (September 1, 2025)
K-Gr 3-Two siblings go out for a walk to investigate something that has fallen near their home. Just past all the concrete, the buildings, and the machinery, the kids find the desert, full of wonders and surprising discoveries. For non-desert dwellers, the book reveals how much life exists in this landscape, with plants and animals illustrated in a spectacular, almost graphic-novel fashion. As it starts to rain, the story becomes more fantastical-the children blend into the desert and are magically transported to space on the back of a hummingbird. They're drawn back to reality by their mom's whistle, but retain the magic of their desert experience once home. This book connects the magic of imagination, nature, and childhood beautifully. The gorgeous, high-energy artwork perfectly complements the lyrical text. This would work well for desert studies or comparing different environments, and offers opportunities to discuss the difference between fantasy and reality. VERDICT A first choice for every library-don't miss this one.-Debbie Tanner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-546-18655-7 Blurmp in Time Benton, Jim ES next in series

978-1-338-67385-2 Rumpelstiltskin Barnett, Mac ES

Kirkus Reviews starred (November 15, 2025)
Two acclaimed creators retell a fairy-tale classic. Employing a conversational style, Barnett offers a fresh and immensely entertaining take on an old story, much as he did with The Three Billy Goats Gruff, illustrated by Jon Klassen (2022). A miller (“a nice enough guy, but he had a big mouth”) encounters the king and, seeking to impress him, falsely claims that his daughter can spin straw into gold. What follows is the classic story, replete with spinning wheels and small men who make clandestine deals with the desperate for their offspring. While never diverging from the original, Barnett nevertheless allows his miller’s daughter, if not a name (on purpose, it turns out), then hobbies like “whittling sticks and catching tadpoles with her bare hands.” This miller’s daughter is still caught in the machinations of the men around her, but Barnett demonstrates that her love of the woods is key to her defeating Rumpelstiltskin. His sly retelling is perfectly complemented by art that at times resembles classical portraiture. Ellis also harkens back to fairy-tale images of yore with both lushly illustrated gouache pictures and small interstitial black-and-white spot art. Characters present white. Deeply familiar but infused with 21st-century smarts; expect cries for repeated reads. (Picture book. 4-7)
Publishers Weekly starred (November 10, 2025)
Following his reimagining of "The Three Billy Goats Gruff," Barnett retells "Rumpelstiltskin," his wisecracking lines (the miller is "a nice enough guy, but he had a big mouth") joined by the medieval elegance of gouache spreads by Caldecott Honoree Ellis. After the miller jests to the visiting king about his own daughter’s ability to spin gold from straw, the daughter is shown hunched in despair within a royal room. The small, cunning man who appears out of nowhere will spin the king’s ever-larger piles of straw into gold, but he demands rewards in return-she offers first her jewelry, then her firstborn. After she weds the king and bears a child, the little man promises mercy if she can guess his name. A list is made and read aloud, and hilarity bubbles to the surface ("Jay? Shawn?" "No! No!" "Danladi? Octavius? Cuthbert?" "No! No! No!") as the scroll of names is shown drifting and looping around the page. Short, punchy text juices the tale’s momentum ("Deal," the girl replies to the wily man’s offers), while portraits trace the miller’s daughter’s journey from frog-catching child to regal royal and back again in this haunting tale about the power of knowing someone’s name. Most characters are portrayed with pale skin. Ages 4-8. (Feb.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reservedwith review 1

978-1-665-93747-4
Are We There Yet?: The First Road Trip 
Across the USA McAnulty, Stacy ES

Publishers Weekly (December 16, 2024)
Driving across the U.S. may be doable now, but in 1903, horseless carriages traveled slowly and lacked roofs, seat belts, and windshields. And neither cross-country maps nor reliable infrastructure yet existed ("Cities and towns had streets, but highways? Nope!"). So when Horatio Nelson Jackson (1872-1955) accepts a wager of $50 to drive to Vermont from San Francisco in less than three months, the journey takes on epic dimensions. McAnulty (the Our Universe series) follows with verve the progress of Jackson, bicycle racer and mechanic Sewall Crocker (1883-1913), and dog Bud as they journey east in a Winton touring car they call "Vermont." Jackson doesn’t initially know how to drive, the vehicle bounces so roughly that supplies are lost overboard, and better-prepared competitors try to steal their thunder. But Jackson, who has "money and... a stubborn, nothing-will-stop-me spirit," remains undaunted. Comical, digitally drafted artwork by Baddeley (Splash!) supplies period details, extensive landscapes, and plenty of exaggerated action-pelting rain, flying objects, clouds of dust, and cheering fans. Even inventions have awkward early years, the creators reveal in this can-do telling. Background characters are portrayed with various skin tones. Ages 4-8. Author’s agent: Lori Kilkelly, LK Literary. Illustrator’s agent: Alexandra Penfold, Upstart Crow Literary. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
School Library Journal Xpress (June 20, 2025)
Gr 3-5-McAnulty takes readers on a cross-country road trip at the dawn of the automotive age. The narrative follows Dr. Horatio Nelson Jackson, who in 1903 wagers he can drive from California to New York in a "horseless carriage," a term for a car, which was considered cutting-edge technology. This feat is especially challenging due to the absence of GPS, road maps, and paved roads. But with the help of his mechanic, Sewall Crocker, and the moral support of an adorable dog they pick up along the way, Jackson manages the nationwide trek and wins the bet. McAnulty's detailed prose is punctuated by key dates and onomatopoeic flourishes that evoke the era's bumpy rides. The journey is complemented by vibrant digital illustrations characterized by clean lines and crisp colors. Back matter includes a map, time line, fun facts, and a list of sources. There isn't a natural and obvious classroom fit although the book can be worked into studies on inventions. VERDICT Recommended as a purchase for history-minded students or those interested in the auto industry in its early days.-Chance Lee Joyner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-250-36741-9 New Dog in the Den Murguia, Bethanie ES next in series

978-1-665-95600-0 When I'm Big Bleiman, Andrew ES nonfiction

Publisher: PK-3
Horn Book Guide (September, 2025)
Right-facing pages show photos of baby zoo animals; in the accompanying text, the animals introduce themselves and one of their identifying features (stripes for a baby tapir; stumpy horns for a rhino). Turn the page to see how that baby grows and changes when they get "BIG." Like other ZooBorns books, this one has a clean layout, suitably adorable photos, and friendly text; closing pages provide additional information about each of the animals and their species' conservation status.
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978-1-623-54389-1
CeeCee: Underground Railroad 
Cinderella Keller, Shana ES

Publishers Weekly starred (June 23, 2025)
In riveting prose, Keller pens an engaging "Cinderella" variation about a girl, enslaved in Maryland, for whom layered stories offer freedom. When the cruel, pale-skinned daughters of CeeCee’s enslavers begin tutoring, brown-skinned CeeCee is beaten and locked away for even staring at a book’s pages. But household cook Binty encourages the girl and shares a tale of "an underground, secret savior who helped free enslaved people-a knight named Moses." The story melds in CeeCee’s dreams with "Cinderella," and she awakens with a plan to head north, for which she’ll need a gown, a pair of gloves, and a fitting coat, objects she painstakingly acquires. Binty, in the fairy godmother role, supplies the child with an old pocket watch: "You must get to the river by midnight. Moses will be there." And it’s by the river that the youth reveals her true name-written on a slip of paper by her mother-before learning Moses’s real identity and setting forward to freedom. Freeman blends soft textures and vibrant colors to render largely domestic scenes in this immersive tribute to determination, community alliance, and self-knowledge. Contextualizing notes conclude. Ages 4-8. (Aug.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
School Library Journal starred (April 1, 2025)
Gr 2-5-A brave overlay of a thought-provoking retelling of the Cinderella story, this does not arrive at a conventional fairy-tale ending, but something far better: the young heroine finds a pathway to freedom. CeeCee, who is Black, only has a scrap of paper with her true name on it that her mother gave her before they were separated by the cruel conditions of slavery. CeeCee grows up in Maryland, enslaved by a white family with two girls who treat her very poorly in wicked stepsister fashion. Digital illustrations effectively capture CeeCee's stoicism, showing the warmth of the kitchen and the hardship of the attic where she is locked after she is caught trying to read. She repeatedly dreams of being rescued by a prince, but it is Binty, the cook, and her own resourcefulness that guide her to make a gown and coat suitable for her escape. When the time of CeeCee's liberation arrives, safety comes from a different version of royalty-Harriet Tubman. Educators will love this opportunity to show the ongoing merits of the old tales: as vehicles for lessons, history, and metaphors in a guide to life. Readers looking for a straightforward retelling of Cinderella will be rewarded instead with a tale rich in depth as they root for CeeCee. Visually appealing illustrations feature dark shadows and effective use of light to depict CeeCee's bravery as well as her persistent humanity in an inhumane situation. VERDICT With rich language and a complex subject matter deftly touched on throughout, this is suitable for intermediate students; it's no fairy tale, but a retelling that amplifies courage and perseverance in the face of seemingly insurmountable challenges.-John Scott © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-0-593-53254-6 New Friend on the Loose Murray, Laura ES next in series

978-1-534-11314-5

Big Boy 4014 and the Steam Team: The 
World's Largest Steam Engine Roars 
Back to Life! Arnold, Marsha Diane ES

Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2025)
Arnold and Gustavson pay tribute to the world’s biggest steam locomotive. Though Big Boy 4014 played a crucial role in history—transporting soldiers and equipment across the country during World War II—she’s been inert for the past 50 years, rusting at an outdoor museum in Pomona, California. (The author explains that engineers and crew members historically used female pronouns to refer to these trains, even ones named Big Boy.) But in 2013, a “Steam Team” takes on a seemingly impossible task: rebuilding Big Boy’s engine in time for the Golden Spike Celebration, commemorating the 150th anniversary of the completion of the first transcontinental railroad. Temporary tracks are laid down so that Big Boy can join the main rail line; two diesel engines push and pull her to Wyoming. Arnold describes the work that goes into restoring her: “Test those bolts. Check those rivets. Grab the torches. Grab the welders.” Finally, it’s time for a test run and then the celebration. Two dense final pages provide more information on the history of these engines and more details of 4014’s restoration. Dramatic perspectives—close-ups, long shots, aerial views—subtly suggest the train’s momentum. Relying on a somewhat somber palette—the gray metal of the locomotive, with touches of bright yellow, sky blue, and warm sienna here and there—these bold illustrations convey a sense of affection for a bygone era. A mighty steam train is resurrected at last. (photographs) (Informational picture book. 6-10)
School Library Journal Xpress (June 20, 2025)
Gr 1-4-This engaging book brings the awe-inspiring story of the legendary steam locomotive to life, tracing the history of Big Boy 4014-from its retirement to its remarkable restoration 50 years later. With clear, purposeful prose and a tone that honors the magnitude of the project, Arnold captures the determination of the Steam Team, a small group of dedicated individuals who believed they could make Big Boy run again-and did. The narrative balances simple language with authentic train terminology, giving readers a true sense of the real work involved ("Take out the ashpan and coal-burning grates") while keeping the story accessible. Rich, detailed illustrations add emotion and dynamism to the steel giant's journey, making the locomotive feel almost alive on the page. Ideal for young train enthusiasts and budding historians, this book offers an inspiring glimpse into teamwork, perseverance, and the power of preserving history. The informative back matter provides additional facts and resources for those eager to dig deeper. VERDICT This is a great pick for classrooms, libraries, and any home collection.-Jessica Clark © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-645-95218-3 Dinomite! Breen, Steve ES next in series

978-0-593-30912-4 Littlest Drop Alper, Sascha ES

Publishers Weekly starred (January 27, 2025)
Drawing on a parable often told by activist Wangari Maathai, a note acknowledges, this simply articulated tale from debut author Alper delivers an unmistakably crucial message. In a "vast, beautiful" land with "room for everyone"-birds, monkeys, snakes, and giant cats-a tiny hummingbird makes a nest. Then a spark lands on a leaf, setting a quickly moving fire. The animals retreat to the river’s safety, but the hummingbird, thinking of "her home in the tall tree... and of her eggs that would soon be coming," fills her beak with all it can hold, "just the littlest drop of water," and lets it fall upon the blaze. The other creatures shake their heads: "You cannot put out that terrible fire. You are just a small bird." The hummingbird’s resolute reply, "I am doing what I can," inspires the animals to rouse themselves and offer what they, too, can. Working with sketches by late Caldecott Medalist Jerry Pinkney, his son, Caldecott Honoree Brian Pinkney, adds bright, bold strokes to create rippling water, rushing animals, and swirling smoke in this clear allegory about the value of every effort. Creators’ notes conclude. Ages 3-7. Author’s agent: Elizabeth Rudnick, Mackenzie Wolf. Illustrator’s agent: Sheldon Fogelman, Sheldon Fogelman Agency. (Apr.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal starred (February 1, 2025)
PreS-Gr 2-When a wildfire grows out of control, the animals all flee to the river, but the hummingbird knows she has to do something to save the eggs trapped in her nest. She takes a small beak full of water and drops it on the flames. The other animals see she's exhausting herself as she flies back and forth, and when she tells the elephant she is doing what she can, the elephant fills her trunk to spray on the fire. Eventually all the animals join in until the fire is extinguished. Alper's retelling of this common tale of the smallest among us inspiring a community to action trusts its young readers and doesn't fall into didacticism. It also doesn't shy away from how exhausting the work can be and how long it can take before change comes, making the ending that much more satisfying. However, what truly sets this apart is the artwork. Jerry Pinkney was originally slated to illustrate before he died; Brian Pinkney took the almost complete sketches to finished paintings. This bittersweet pairing results in wonderful, detailed full scenes that are filled out with large swirls of color emphasizing the constant movement of the hummingbird and the roiling flames of the fire. VERDICT A gorgeous and uplifting tale that will find a home in all collections. Highly recommended.-Jennifer Rothschild © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-536-22478-8 At the Window Lim, Hope ES

Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2025)
An open window sparks friendship—and leads to inspiration. Each day, the young narrator walks a small dog past a neighbor’s house, and each day, the neighbor sits by the open window working. The child wonders what she’s doing and why her window has no curtains. The two soon become friendly acquaintances. A turning point arrives when the protagonist tells the neighbor that the dog is called Bear. “What a big name for a small dog!” the neighbor says, finding just the right words to make the youngster smile. Some of the child’s questions are answered; as it turns out, the neighbor’s a writer. Suddenly, the woman moves away. Saddened, the child visits the house (now for sale) and gazes out the window. Rewarded by “a sweeping view of our block…and the wide open sky,” the young narrator realizes at last why the neighbor always eschewed curtains. Back at home, the child begins writing a letter. To the neighbor? No, to another, brown-skinned child who lives nearby—a less obvious but inspired choice on Lim’s part. Leng’s airy, expressive ink-and-watercolor illustrations alternate between panels and full-bleed spreads, employing a range of perspectives to gently guide readers through this well-paced and simply lovely picture book. The narrator is light-skinned; the writer presents East Asian. A quiet celebration of community and writing. (Picture book. 3-8)
Publishers Weekly (February 24, 2025)
In this wistful story by Lim (Mommy’s Hometown), a pale-skinned child who walks a dachshund each day describes a regular stopping point: "a house on the corner with a big, wide window." A dark-haired, pink-cheeked woman sits there; a page of vignettes shows her writing, looking outdoors, sipping from a mug. The two begin to wave, nod, and chat. One day, though, the window is empty, and the child experiences surprise and dismay when it remains so. Yet the encounter suggests new possibilities for the youth, who visits the empty house after its yard yields a "for sale" sign. Looking out the writer’s window inspires the child to push aside their own home’s closed curtains: "now I see what I’ve been missing." In a story about inspiration and influence, the protagonist’s fleeting visits with a kindly adult lead to a new practice, and a new community interaction. Delicate ink and watercolor spreads from Leng (Piper Chen Sings) trace late afternoon shadows, the antics of the child’s dog, and twilight that dyes walls pink, echoing the story’s yearning notes. Background characters are portrayed with various skin tones. Ages 3-7. (May) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.with review 1

978-1-536-22535-8
Black Diamond Kings: Heroes of Negro 
League Baseball Smith, Charles R. ES next in series

978-1-419-77371-6 Just One Wave Jonker, Travis ES

Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2025)
Liam’s seasonal demands are modest. In winter, the young narrator longed for Just One Flake (2023). Now that it’s a perfect summer beach day, Liam hopes for “just one wave.” The shore offers sun, sand, and sea gulls, but—“Oh no”—not the faintest swell. Liam is willing to wait—and WAIT—but some problems can’t be solved, even with patience and perseverance. Scattering a flock of sea gulls doesn’t produce surf, nor does an attempt at sneaking up on the sea and scaring it. Finally, Liam builds a sand castle and taunts the sea: “Come and get it!” But it’s baby sister Sonja who reduces the ramparts to rubble. Now it’s already “Time to go!” Suddenly Liam has an idea. Climbing the castle ruins, the youngster cannonballs into the water, creating a big wave that breaks over Sonja, who, after a moment’s uncertainty, is thrilled. Liam may not have enjoyed any waves today, but the child rejoices at having provided Sonja with her first wave. Upon leaving, calm as the water itself, Liam waves at the sea from the car window, with the hopeful thought “until next summer.” Like the earlier book, this tale features deceptively simple, expressive, flat illustrations with heavy, wavering outlines and touches of soft color. Its plot is positive, unpredictable, and engaging; realistic, relatable dialogue and clear lettering make this a good option for burgeoning readers. Liam and Sonja are tan-skinned. A satisfying tale that sees its protagonist striving once more for a single iconic experience. (Picture book. 4-8)
School Library Journal (April 1, 2025)
PreS-K-Jonker has written a charming sequel to Just One Flake; once again, the book uses tongue-in-cheek humor, is seasonally set, and continues to tell of Liam's family (mother, Liam, little sister), this time as they head to the ocean. Liam's current elusive goal is to attempt to catch one wave. However, the body of water is placid and not a wave is seen. Liam is persistent: at first, he is patient, then he scares a flock of birds, and finally he jumps into the body of water, thereby providing his baby sister with her first experience of a wave. The full-color spreads feature heavy line drawings painted with watercolor in child-friendly, vibrant splotches. There is limited text, but the story is mostly conveyed wordlessly through the artwork and with interjections from Liam. That makes it an ideal book for sharing aloud or to hand to beginning readers anxious to read a book-on their own. VERDICT A great purchase for libraries for showing persistence, patience, and acceptance; additionally, this book shows a single-parent family.-Vi Ha © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

979-88-7450-511-0 Big Game McNiece, Connie-Lee ES A Beginner's Guide to Huntingnonfiction Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6

979-87-656-1151-7 String Ball Monroe, Chris ES

Publishers Weekly (March 10, 2025)
Crafting meets cat curiosity in this purr-fectly elegant, nearly wordless story from Monroe (Sasquatch and Squirrel). Step-by-step instructions for making a hollow globe kick things off, showing a child covering a balloon with bright red string and a glue mixture. After the sphere dries overnight and the balloon is popped and removed, the youth departs, backpack in tow, leaving behind both the creation and a little black cat with saucer eyes. Yearning to adventure with its human, the kitty is nevertheless drawn to the string ball, and it crawls into an opening, thus setting in motion a series of mishaps worthy of Wile E. Coyote. As the bright red orb bounces through an otherwise largely b&w world rendered in eloquently scratchy lines, the pages reveal the oblivious players who interact with what seems to be an ordinary ball alongside a cutaway of the comically discombobulated kitty inside. A length of string divides the page between the two views as dogs chase the sphere, pigeons peck at it, a bird sends it careening down a slide, and a baby gleefully drops it from a carriage. Finally, thanks to a squirrel with yearnings of its own, ball and cat end up safely back home and ready for a nap, their arrival slyly suggesting a mystery to the child. Human skin tones echo the white of the page. Ages 4-8. (May) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
School Library Journal (December 1, 2024)
K-Gr 3-Wordless picture books can be so surprising. The red balloon takes readers on a wild adventure as if it is a typical main character. But then, maybe the main character is the little girl who wrapped string and glue around a red balloon, making it sturdier for travel. Still, a case could be made that the kitten, who works itself into the balloon and begins to roll off the table and out the door, should be considered the star of the show. It couldn't be the squirrel, could it? This is an appealing story that wordlessly conveys plenty of adventure, and by the scattering of all the clues, allows children to put the pieces together to arrive at a satisfying conclusion. Considering the characters and their part in the adventure will help readers create meaning. Reluctant readers can easily enjoy this book using an entirely different code than their fellow students. Making meaning is the point, whether it is achieved by decoding words or pictures. This would make a great writing assignment for all students, and it would be interesting to see what different conclusions are drawn. VERDICT A fun book that requires a sense of story and an attention to detail.-Joan Kindig © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-0-593-71099-9 Bakery Dragon and the Fairy Cake Kurtz, Devin Elle ES next in series

978-1-7972-1087-2 Over and Under (entire series) Messner, Kate ES

Publishers Weekly (October 3, 2011)
Straddling the informative and the evocative, this lovely study of the ways animals spend the winter in a "secret kingdom under the snow" combines Messner's (Sea Monster's First Day) graceful prose ("Over the snow, the fire crackles, and sparks shoot up to the stars. I lick sticky marshmallow from my lips and lean back with heavy eyes") with debut illustrator Neal's quiet, woodcut-like portraits of the snowy forest. A human father and daughter are tiny figures in a field of white, cross-country skiing past fir trees and glimpsing the occasional animal, while other creatures are visible in cutaway views below ground ("Under the snow, a queen bumblebee drowses away December, all alone. She'll rule a new colony in spring"). The rhythm of the girl's discoveries balances thoughtful discovery with moments of muted excitement, as when she skis downhill, then watches a fox pounce on a mouse ("His paws scratch away to find the mouse he heard scritch-scritch-scratching along underneath"). Unvarnished pages and an elegant layout enhance the sense of magic in a natural world just out of view. Includes an afterword and bibliography. Ages 4-8. (Nov.) (c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal (December 1, 2011)
PreS-Gr 2-A girl spends the day with her father skiing through the woods. As they proceed through the wintry landscape, he tells her about the secret kingdom of animals under the snow. He explains how a red squirrel and shrew move through cracks and tunnels, and how deer mice stay warm in their nests by covering themselves with feathers and fur. When the sky is light, the voles, beavers, and chipmunks gather food to eat, but as the sky grows darker, the queen bumblebee, bullfrogs, and black bear are shown sleeping in enclosures under the snow. Aboveground, the child and her dad are joined by the mom and have a bonfire, complete with cocoa and hot dogs sizzling on pointed sticks, before going to bed to dream about the secret kingdom under the snow. Throughout the book, Neal's crisp, clean mixed-media illustrations cleverly provide above- and belowground views, and Messner's back material will educate children about the subnivean zone and animal adaptations. Some of the uses for snow (entertainment, warmth, camouflage, shelter) can be discussed after reading this book.-Tanya Boudreau, Cold Lake Public Library, AB, Canada (c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-0-06-337262-7
Whale's Tale and the Otter's Side of the 
Story Messner, Kate ES

Kirkus Reviews starred (February 15, 2026)
Can words on a page yield two entirely different reads? Challenging youngsters to “read from front to back and back to front,” a humpback whale and a southern sea otter each make the case for their own inherent superiority. The whale raises salient points about how cetaceans hunt in pods and communicate through song. Once readers reach the end, however, those same words take on an entirely different meaning. Now the otter argues in favor of its own kind. After all, otters cuddle their offspring and hold hands while they slumber. While the work isn’t entirely dissimilar from reverso poetry collections like Marilyn Singer and Josée Masse’s Mirror Mirror (2010), Messner couches her cleverness in a personal challenge with a higher purpose. “Could I use the exact same words, spoken by two different characters, to create two very different effects?” she asks in an author’s note. “How might [readers] evaluate each narrator’s biases?” She achieves her goal with panache, aided by Biggs’ art, which keeps the narrative coherent and pairs seamlessly with the cheekily bombastic words, presented in large, colorful typefaces. A limited palette of pinks and blues highlights the uproarious facial expressions of both creatures as they plead their case. Backmatter offers more information on both species, including diet, communication, and predators. Serves up hilarity galore while leaving readers with real food for thought. (further reading) (Picture book. 4-8)
Publishers Weekly (January 26, 2026)
Ostensibly a marine mammal smackdown, this neatly engineered picture book from Messner (Once upon a Book) and Biggs (Hard Hat Hank and the Sky-High Solution) also offers an eye-opening lesson on how rhetoric can be turned on its head. A whale and an otter stand at opposing microphones, each determined to prove who’s "absolutely, positively cooler" by marshalling a bevy of scientific facts. The whale touts its species’ teamwork and communicative singing, the otter notes how its brethren stick together and hold hands while they sleep, and both claim to be superior parents and vital contributors to the ocean ecosystem. The kicker? When the book is read from front to back, the whale’s argument seems most convincing; when read from back to front, the otter gains the upper paw. Digital artwork in coral, navy, and teal amplifies this battle of perspectives with a boldly graphic screen-print aesthetic that feels as direct and punchy as the animals’ competing claims, while scattered dots, splatters, and flowing lines evoke habitat details. It’s a comical back-and-forth that contemplates themes of perception, perspective, and messaging. An author’s note offers more about the included species. Ages 4-8. (Apr.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.with review 1

978-1-523-52572-0 Emma Mckenna, Full Out Messner, Kate ES Kids in Mrs. Z's Class

Publishers Weekly (April 29, 2024)
When cheerleader Emma McKenna begins third grade at Curiosity Academy, she’s eager to befriend her new classmates and thrilled by her quirky teacher Mrs. Z. But Emma isn’t expecting to encounter Lucy, her former best friend, with whom she had a falling-out the year before, resulting in mean nicknames and hurt feelings. Now, Emma worries that Lucy will turn the class against her. Fretting about Lucy is exhausting, so Emma focuses on winning the affection of "maybe-friends." Inspired by her family’s ice cream shop and her fondness for obscure holidays, Emma endeavors to endear herself to her schoolmates by bringing gummy worms to class on "Eat an Extra Dessert Day." With her classmates more concerned about choosing a school mascot, however, Emma pivots and makes her case for the capybara, a creature she imagines is "friends with everybody." The first in a new series, each written by a different author, this wholesome read by Messner (The Scariest Kitten in the World) briefly introduces future planned protagonists without sacrificing the momentum of Emma’s appealing plight, making for a buoyant series opener with an engaging premise. Emma reads as white; supporting characters are racially diverse. Ages 6-9. Agent: Jennifer Laughran, Andrea Brown Literary. (Apr.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal Xpress (May 10, 2024)
Gr 1-4-Mrs. Z's third grade classroom is filled with excited first-day learners. Curiosity Academy has just opened in Peppermint Falls and Emma McKenna, who is white, is thrilled to be part of everything new-new school, new year, new start, and new friends. Having left behind her ex-best friend, Lucy, who gave her the nickname Bongo Butt, Emma is overjoyed that no one will ever call her that again. But to Emma's dismay, Lucy has also joined Mrs. Z's class. At least Emma will be able to choose an instrument to play in music class this year, right? Wrong. The music teacher has decided that playing the recorder will be a great springboard into learning to play an actual instrument the following year. The squeaks of the recorders and lack of acumen has the music teacher creating a contest to see who can get in the most practice. Another contest pops up too, choosing a new school mascot. To get votes for their mascot of choice, students must be willing to talk in front of the whole school, a task Emma isn't sure she has the courage for. This introduction to the world of Mrs. Z's classroom is filled with relatable stories; Fajardo's art, peppered throughout, includes a picture directory of the diverse students in this class. A sneak peek at Messner's second book in the series is also offered at the end of the book. VERDICT Messner has crafted a lovely beginning chapter book series that is sure to delight young readers. A perfect addition to libraries where realistic early chapter reader books are sought.-Tracy Cronce © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-546-18365-5 Battle of the Super Rabbit Boys! Flintham, Thomas ES next in series
978-1-338-83790-2 We Cannot Be Brave Dyckman, Ame ES next in series
979-82-250-2316-4 Luna Lovegood Rowling, J. K. ES Pocket Potters nonfiction Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6
979-82-250-2315-7 Albus Dumbledore Rowling, J. K. ES Pocket Potters nonfiction Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-7
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979-82-250-2314-0 Hermione Granger Rowling, J. K. ES Pocket Potters nonfiction Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-8
979-82-250-2313-3 Ron Weasley Rowling, J. K. ES Pocket Potters nonfiction Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-9
979-82-250-2312-6 Harry Potter Rowling, J. K. ES Pocket Potters nonfiction Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-10

978-1-250-34936-1 Gus and Glory Guillory, Sarah ES

Publishers Weekly starred (May 5, 2025)
In a heart-tugging and hopeful novel from Guillory (Nowhere Better Than Here), a rambunctious bloodhound bounding nose-first through life proves to be the glue that bonds a 12-year-old to biological and found families. Aspiring detective Glory St. Romain feels out of sorts when she’s sent to stay with her mother’s estranged parents, Nana Pat and Papaw Jack, in small, sweltering Sweet Olive, La. With her trucker father on the road, the young mystery fan is determined to make the most of her time by cracking the case of where her mom has gone, which is surely not "on vacation" like Dad says. Glory finds some assistance in sniffing out clues at a neighborhood park when she encounters Gus, a big, wrinkly dog attracted to her peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwich. Sweet and slobbery Gus proves a cherished companion who helps lead Glory to new friends, a healing relationship with her steadfast grandparents, and difficult truths about her mother. In a smartly balanced novel that strikes notes tough and tender, Glory’s forthright observational narration renders the child’s warm connection with Papaw Jack, appreciation of Gus’s innate talents and capacity for empathy, and feelings about showing up for loved ones. Protagonists read as white. Ages 8-12. Agent: Alice Sutherland-Hawes, ASH Literary. (May) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal Xpress starred (September 19, 2025)
Gr 3-7-Mom leaves 12-year-old Glory in the care of her long-distance-trucker father with a single text message: "Your turn." Dad in turn drops Glory for the summer on the doorstep of her estranged grandparents in Sweet Olive, LA. She's feeling anxious and abandoned, but Glory's summer improves when she meets Gus, a down-on-his-luck bloodhound with poor manners and a huge heart. Glory initially teaches Gus to track missing things, hoping that he can locate Mom. Their bond over the summer ultimately helps Glory form relationships with newly found family and, for the first time, friends. Though the book doesn't have a Cinderella ending, Glory is left in a secure place filled with love and hope, realizing that it's not about the ones who leave us but the ones who stay. Begging to be read aloud, the writing is tight, peppered with folksy turns of phrase that manage to both drop readers into the setting and lighten up the somber circumstances. What is discovered and how the characters grow together are richer than what Glory set out to accomplish. The secondary characters are also interesting; Papaw Jack, who is recovering from a stroke, is a standout. Similar in tone and theme to Because of Winn Dixie, this story will satisfy both animal lovers and tween readers who like a good cry. Main characters are cued white. VERDICT Readers should get ready to laugh and cry as they spend the summer helping Glory and Gus solve the mystery of belonging.-Kate Nafz © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-0-593-57044-9 Villain Con Venable, Colleen Af ES next in series
979-88-930476-1-5 Farm Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Let's Take a Field Trip!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-2
979-88-930476-0-8 Aquarium Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Let's Take a Field Trip!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-3
979-88-930476-5-3 Zoo Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Let's Take a Field Trip!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-4
979-88-930476-4-6 State Park Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Let's Take a Field Trip!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-5
979-88-930476-2-2 Historical Site Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Let's Take a Field Trip!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-6
979-88-930476-3-9 Science Museum Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Let's Take a Field Trip!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-7
979-88-86870-07-7 Doctors McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-8
979-88-86870-12-1 Teachers McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-9
979-88-930421-2-2 Farmers McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-10
979-88-930421-6-0 Plumbers McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-11
979-88-86870-04-6 Bus Drivers McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-12
979-88-86870-06-0 Dentists McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-13
979-88-86870-11-4 Police Officers McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-14
979-88-930421-5-3 Pilots McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-15
979-88-86870-10-7 Nurses McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-16
979-88-86870-05-3 Construction Workers Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-17
979-88-86870-09-1 Mail Carriers McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-18
979-88-930421-4-6 Librarians McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-19
979-88-86870-08-4 Firefighters Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-20
979-88-86870-13-8 Veterinarians McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-21
979-88-930421-1-5 EMTs McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-22
979-88-930421-3-9 Garbage Collectors McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Community Workersnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-23
979-88-930443-0-0 Big and Small McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Fun with Oppositesnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-24
979-88-930443-6-2 Blue Barnes, Rachael ES Blastoff! Beginners: Colors in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-25
979-88-930443-7-9 Brown Barnes, Rachael ES Blastoff! Beginners: Colors in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-26
979-88-930476-6-0 Circles Kuehl, Ashley ES Blastoff! Beginners: Shapes in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-27
979-88-930443-1-7 Fast and Slow McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Fun with Oppositesnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-28
979-88-930443-8-6 Green Barnes, Rachael ES Blastoff! Beginners: Colors in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-29
979-88-930476-7-7 Hexagons Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Shapes in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-30
979-88-930443-2-4 Hot and Cold Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Fun with Oppositesnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-31
979-88-930443-3-1 Light and Dark McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Fun with Oppositesnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-32
979-88-930443-4-8 Loud and Quiet McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Fun with Oppositesnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-33
979-88-930443-9-3 Orange Barnes, Rachael ES Blastoff! Beginners: Colors in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-34
979-88-930476-8-4 Ovals McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Shapes in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-35
979-88-930444-0-9 Pink Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Colors in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-36
979-88-930444-1-6 Purple Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Colors in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-37
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979-88-930476-9-1 Rectangles Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Shapes in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-38
979-88-930444-2-3 Red Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Colors in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-39
979-88-930477-0-7 Squares Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Shapes in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-40
979-88-930477-1-4 Triangles McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Shapes in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-41
979-88-930443-5-5 Wet and Dry McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Fun with Oppositesnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-42
979-88-930444-3-0 Yellow Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Colors in Our Worldnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-43
978-1-644-87359-5 Armadillos McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Animals in My Yardnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-44
978-1-644-87362-5 Snakes McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Animals in My Yardnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-45
978-1-644-87562-9 Eagles McDonald, Amy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Animals in My Yardnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-46
978-1-644-87682-4 Lunar New Year Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-47
978-1-644-87684-8 Thanksgiving Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-48
978-1-644-87680-0 Hanukkah Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-49
979-88-86874-00-6 Holi Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-50
979-88-86874-02-0 Presidents' Day Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-51
979-88-86871-03-6 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-52
979-88-86871-05-0 Veterans Day Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-53
979-88-86871-02-9 Juneteenth Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-54
978-1-644-87677-0 Earth Day Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-55
978-1-644-87784-5 Indigenous Peoples' Day Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-56
978-1-644-87679-4 Halloween Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-57
979-88-86873-99-3 Groundhog Day Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-58
979-88-86874-01-3 Memorial Day Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-59
979-88-86871-04-3 Saint Patrick's Day Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-60
978-1-644-87783-8 Day of the Dead Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-61
979-88-86873-98-6 Cinco De Mayo Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-62
978-1-644-87676-3 Diwali Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-63
978-1-644-87681-7 Kwanzaa Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-64
979-88-86871-00-5 Eid Al-Fitr Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-65
978-1-644-87683-1 Ramadan Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-66
979-88-86871-01-2 Independence Day Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-67
979-88-86874-03-7 Valentine's Day Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-68
978-1-644-87678-7 Easter Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Happy Holidays!nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-69
979-88-86877-61-8 Goats Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Farm Animalsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-70
979-88-86877-63-2 Pigs Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Farm Animalsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-71
979-88-86877-59-5 Cows Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Farm Animalsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-72
979-88-86877-64-9 Sheep Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Farm Animalsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-73
979-88-86877-60-1 Ducks Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Farm Animalsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-74
979-88-86877-58-8 Chickens Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Farm Animalsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-75
979-88-86877-62-5 Horses Sabelko, Rebecca ES Blastoff! Beginners: Farm Animalsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-76
979-88-86877-65-6 Turkeys Rathburn, Betsy ES Blastoff! Beginners: Farm Animalsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-77
978-1-644-87685-5 Fall Leaf, Christina ES Blastoff! Beginners: The Seasonsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-78
978-1-644-87687-9 Summer Leaf, Christina ES Blastoff! Beginners: The Seasonsnonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-79
978-1-546-13925-6 Pug Goes to Hollywood May, Kyla ES next in series

978-1-546-13775-7
I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
1941 Tarshis, Lauren ES next in series
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978-0-593-81454-3 Go Viral! Shaskan, Stephen ES next in series
979-82-17-11836-6 Scariest Sleepover Ever! Shaskan, Stephen ES next in series
978-1-546-16603-0 One Night at Camp Bigfoot Stine, R. L. ES next in series
978-1-546-16602-3 Last Sleepover Stine, R. L. ES next in series
978-1-339-01503-3 Say My Name! Say My Name! Stine, R. L. ES next in series
978-1-339-01501-9 Night of the Living Mummy Stine, R. L. ES next in series
978-1-09-829443-4 Muscle Cars Encyclopedia Russo, Kristin J. ES Motorsports Encyclopediasnonfiction From the publisher: Grades 3-9; Ages 8-14
978-1-546-18240-5 Scholastic Book of World Records 2026 Scholastic ES nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-10
978-1-546-17863-7 Ghost Ship Williams, Dinah ES next in series

979-82-17-03317-1 Future Book Barnett, Mac ES

Publishers Weekly (December 1, 2025)
In another lively collaboration, Barnett and Harris (A Polar Bear in the Snow) offer up a funhouse-mirror picture book guide to the future. Told that the book was drafted in the by-and-by, readers learn that the to-come timeline is less about interplanetary travel and more about quirky behavioral and linguistic shifts. The sun is known as the moon, sneezes receive the response "Forgive me, Susan!," and instead of giving verbal thanks, "we gently place a fish on another person’s head." Relaying these seeming absurdities as self-evident facts, a docent-like narrator skips the whys behind the changes ("I have too many other things to tell you"), simply noting, "This was confusing at first, but now, in the future, we are used to it" and asking, "Wait, do you do... the thing with the fish, too? Or is that just something we do in the future?" Ink-and-gouache illustrations bring to mind an earnest first learning book that’s rendered in electric colors; the new terminology is often slapped on with DIY-style label-maker strips. Showing how customs without context may well feel arbitrary, it’s a solemnly silly look at social norms-and the authorities who decide them. Ages 4-8. Agent (for Barnett and Harris): Steven Malk, Writers House. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal (January 1, 2026)
PreS-Gr 3-This tongue-in-cheek guidebook from the future reveals all kinds of silly surprises about what the future will be like. Morning is night, and night is morning. Bananas are called apples, and apparently there is no word for apples because there are no apples in the future. The color orange has been replaced by the color blorange, which is a very popular word because nothing rhymes with it. The full-bleed illustrations are presented in ink and gouache, which, according to the end papers, "means something totally different in the future." A lot of people in the future are called "Charlie Cheese Face," while instead of saying goodbye, it is "You smell like a baby." Young readers will have a rollicking good time pondering the reasons for all of this. Two award-winning authors make for an explosive combination in this crowd-pleasingly zany story that is sure to be a story hour hit. Humans are depicted with a mix of skin tones. VERDICT Recommended for all picture book collections.-Jessica Marie © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

979-82-250-0503-0 Scholastic Year in Sports 2026 Buckley, James ES nonfiction Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6
979-88-9577061--0 Top 10 Moments in Baseball Sommer, Nathan ES Top 10 Sports Extremes Gr 2-5-These books showcase different sports by highlighting their ten most memorable moments, building excitement as readers count down from number ten to number one. Each entry is described in a play-by-play style that draws readers into the action, supported by photographs that capture the events. Text bubbles add extra details beyond the main descriptions, giving readers more context without overwhelming them. The design is bold, with bright colors and graphics that match the fast-paced writing. Each book includes a table of contents, glossary, index, read more section, learn more online resources, and short bonus descriptions of additional great moments. VERDICT A highly recommended purchase for sports collections. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-10
979-88-9577065--8 Top 10 Moments in Hockey Sommer, Nathan ES Top 10 Sports Extremes Gr 2-5-These books showcase different sports by highlighting their ten most memorable moments, building excitement as readers count down from number ten to number one. Each entry is described in a play-by-play style that draws readers into the action, supported by photographs that capture the events. Text bubbles add extra details beyond the main descriptions, giving readers more context without overwhelming them. The design is bold, with bright colors and graphics that match the fast-paced writing. Each book includes a table of contents, glossary, index, read more section, learn more online resources, and short bonus descriptions of additional great moments. VERDICT A highly recommended purchase for sports collections. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-11
979-88-9577062--7 Top 10 Moments in Basketball Sommer, Nathan ES Top 10 Sports Extremes Gr 2-5-These books showcase different sports by highlighting their ten most memorable moments, building excitement as readers count down from number ten to number one. Each entry is described in a play-by-play style that draws readers into the action, supported by photographs that capture the events. Text bubbles add extra details beyond the main descriptions, giving readers more context without overwhelming them. The design is bold, with bright colors and graphics that match the fast-paced writing. Each book includes a table of contents, glossary, index, read more section, learn more online resources, and short bonus descriptions of additional great moments. VERDICT A highly recommended purchase for sports collections. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-12
979-88-9577064--1 Top 10 Moments in Gymnastics Sommer, Nathan ES Top 10 Sports Extremes Gr 2-5-These books showcase different sports by highlighting their ten most memorable moments, building excitement as readers count down from number ten to number one. Each entry is described in a play-by-play style that draws readers into the action, supported by photographs that capture the events. Text bubbles add extra details beyond the main descriptions, giving readers more context without overwhelming them. The design is bold, with bright colors and graphics that match the fast-paced writing. Each book includes a table of contents, glossary, index, read more section, learn more online resources, and short bonus descriptions of additional great moments. VERDICT A highly recommended purchase for sports collections. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-13
979-88-9577063--4 Top 10 Moments in Football Sommer, Nathan ES Top 10 Sports Extremes Gr 2-5-These books showcase different sports by highlighting their ten most memorable moments, building excitement as readers count down from number ten to number one. Each entry is described in a play-by-play style that draws readers into the action, supported by photographs that capture the events. Text bubbles add extra details beyond the main descriptions, giving readers more context without overwhelming them. The design is bold, with bright colors and graphics that match the fast-paced writing. Each book includes a table of contents, glossary, index, read more section, learn more online resources, and short bonus descriptions of additional great moments. VERDICT A highly recommended purchase for sports collections. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-14
979-88-9577066--5 Top 10 Moments in Soccer Sommer, Nathan ES Top 10 Sports Extremes Gr 2-5-These books showcase different sports by highlighting their ten most memorable moments, building excitement as readers count down from number ten to number one. Each entry is described in a play-by-play style that draws readers into the action, supported by photographs that capture the events. Text bubbles add extra details beyond the main descriptions, giving readers more context without overwhelming them. The design is bold, with bright colors and graphics that match the fast-paced writing. Each book includes a table of contents, glossary, index, read more section, learn more online resources, and short bonus descriptions of additional great moments. VERDICT A highly recommended purchase for sports collections. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-15

978-0-593-69963-8 Serafina Makes Waves Burgess, Matthew ES

Publishers Weekly (December 8, 2025)
Serafina, the gray feline star of this picture book series starter from Burgess (Fireworks) and Rosenthal (Sweet Babe!), makes it clear from the jump that she "hates/ loathes/ DESPISES/ WATER." She’s an outlier in her family: in addition to staying in on rainy days, Serafina drinks water from a ladder-height loop straw, rejects baths, and refuses to participate in a beach vacation. When her exasperated parents attempt to drag her to swimming lessons, she unleashes a full repertoire of avoidance tactics. But when Serafina’s rabbit stuffy Noodles is inadvertently pushed into the drink, the puss jumps in without thinking, and after the initial shock subsides, experiences "an intriguing floaty feeling" and a full transformation to veritable cat-fish. An abundance of comically arch turns of phrase ("Serafina finds herself dangerously close to a disgusting pit of seething water") and pastel-toned digital images make this a buoyant initial outing. Alongside sweetly goofy characters engaging in sly anthropomorphic comedy, readers should be eager to take the next plunge. Ages 3-7. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
School Library Journal starred (November 1, 2025)
Gr 1-2-Despite the fact that Serafina loathes water, the "Powers that Be" (her parents) have decided that the time has come for her to learn how to swim. Serafina finds herself at the edge of "a disgusting pit of seething water." Her friend Lennie, a goofy dog in hilarious swim trunks, gets overexcited and knocks Serafina's stuffed animal, Noodles, into the water. A split-second decision to rescue her beloved friend finds Serafina "horrified, flabbergasted and gobsmacked" in a soaking wet "cat-astrophe." Once the shock subsides, Serafina finds that she loves the water! Readers will enjoy seeing all her water exploits, including a grand finale of Serafina water skiing. The pictures capture Serafina's emotional journey from disgust to triumph, and readers, especially those with a water aversion, will connect with this child's plight and laugh right along with her aquatic adventures. VERDICT Rich vocabulary and a hilarious water-hating cat make this a stellar choice; highly recommended and highly enjoyable.-John Scott © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-623-54570-3
Baseball for Breakfast: A (Mostly) True 
Story Campbell-Smith, Judy ES

Kirkus Reviews (December 1, 2025)
Forget bacon and eggs—Milwaukee mornings during World War II began with Brewers baseball. Before the United States entered the war, a young Black boy named Jimmy loved walking to the stadium with his Ma and Pop to watch the Milwaukee Brewers play. But in 1941, Pop joins the Navy and Ma starts to work nights at the factory as women across the country become part of the workforce. Jimmy misses going to baseball games. One evening, he’s surprised by an offer of free tickets from the Brewers owner himself, Mr. Bill Veeck. Jimmy declines because his Ma is at work, giving Veeck an idea. Soon the news breaks that the Brewers will play morning games and offer free admission for night-shift workers. At the first game, fans are delighted when Brewers coach Red Smith pops out of a four-poster bed right in the center field, clad in his pajamas, just before the first pitch. Vendors even sell coffee and cornflakes instead of frankfurters and popcorn. Though Jimmy and his family are fictionalized, a detailed author’s note explains the history of the Brewers’ morning games and addresses the choice to center the story on a Black protagonist, drawing attention to the often-overlooked Black women who joined the wartime workforce. Energetic scenes are described in upbeat prose and sketched with digitally rendered permanent marker outlines and a vintage colorway that evokes the period. A playful baseball story with a helping of history. (bibliography) (Picture book. 5-7)
School Library Journal Xpress (November 21, 2025)
K-Gr 3-In a story based on historical events, a Black family-Jimmy and his parents-love ending the day by attending Brewers baseball games together in their Milwaukee neighborhood. Then the fateful events of December 1941 change the world and their lives, putting a stop to their family tradition. Jimmy's father joins the navy, and his mother goes to work at the night shift in a factory supporting the war effort. While watching a game longingly through the fence of the baseball stadium, Jimmy meets the owner of the Brewers, Mr. Veeck, and their conversation inspires a new wartime phenomenon: morning baseball games. Factory workers and their children are invited to a special game that occurs right after their shift ends and features ushers in nightgowns, doughnuts, and Corn Flakes instead of hotdogs and popcorn; the team's manager appears in a bed on home plate. While Jimmy and his parents are fictional, the story of morning baseball in Milwaukee is true. An author's note provides historical context and notes that she chose to portray Jimmy and his family as Black to honor her own grandfather, a decorated electrician in the Navy during World War II. While the bright, colorful illustrations bring to life the 1940s, and this story is an interesting piece of history, its specificity may not hold readers other than die-hard baseball fans. VERDICT A secondary purchase for collections where sports history is popular.-Kasey Swords © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-0-593-89782-9 Pet Rock Mystery Belote, Ashley ES Squirrel Lock Holmes

Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2025)
A distraught rabbit whose pet rock has gone missing seeks help from a squirrel detective. Vowing to leave “no stone unturned,” Squirrel Lock Holmes quickly agrees to help Reggie the Rabbit. Squirrel Lock interviews suspects (among them Reggie’s teacher Mr. Iggy and classmates Maggie, Mel, and Clark), checks alibis, and eliminates possibilities. Belote mines humor from every possible rock reference: Reggie’s pet rock is named Dwayne, Squirrel Lock’s mole sidekick Watson worries about hitting “rock bottom,” and Squirrel Lock Holmes spouts catchphrases like “It’s sedimentary, my dear Watson!” The cartoony panels burst with visual energy: Reggie ping-pongs across scenes making wild gestures and exaggerated expressions of distress, while the earth-toned forest backgrounds keep the focus on character reactions. Speech bubbles overflow with exclamations and sound effects, and the page layouts range from traditional grid formats to more dynamic diagonal arrangements that propel the madcap investigation forward. Vocabulary like geologist appears with definitions conveniently placed nearby. The mystery-solving framework encourages young readers to examine clues alongside the detectives, modeling logical deduction through an accessible case. Backmatter extends the fun with a guide outlining the six steps of solving a mystery and a tutorial on drawing the characters. An exuberant, pun-heavy romp for readers who like their mysteries served with maximum silliness and steady sleuthing. (Graphic fiction. 6-9)
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal (December 1, 2025)
K-Gr 3-Reggie, a rabbit, seeks help in finding his pet rock from the famous Squirrel Lock Holmes and his sidekick Mole Watson. Together, the trio retrace Rabbit's afternoon, eliminate possible suspects, follow the clues, and eventually reunite Reggie and his pet. This graphic novel is broken into short chapters, featuring full-page spreads along with differing panel combinations to keep interest high. Colorful cartoon-style illustrations with easily directed text bubbles will appeal to children; bigger words and acronyms are defined in text panels. Slapstick humor (who knew gnomes could be villains?), clueless Watson, puns, and expressive characters make for a fun and silly graphic novel. VERDICT A simple story for those seeking to add to their lower elementary graphic novel collection.-Melisa Bailey © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

979-83-471-0205-1 Scrapper (entire series) Higgins, Cam ES Scrapper

A three-legged dog approaches everyday life with boundless enthusiasm in this series opener. Scrapper is a small pup with one floppy ear and an irrepressible spirit; a missing front leg doesn’t slow down this dog one bit. Scrapper adores playing fetch with Hank (the human boy who takes care of him), chewing bones, and exploring the nearby forest, where a terrifying monster lives. Scrapper’s determined to find the creature, but he’ll need help. He and his best doggy friend, Bo, and a young calf named Moon form Camp Monster-Finder, and Scrapper begins recruiting fellow adventurers. Soon it’s time to track down that monster once and for all. Landy’s charcoal-gray illustrations appear on nearly every page, capturing Scrapper’s expressiveness and energy through simple, appealing pencil drawings that effectively convey his three-legged gait and joyful personality. The generous white space, large font, and short sentences make this tale well suited for newly independent readers transitioning to chapter books. Scrapper’s first-person narration is engaging and age-appropriate, filled with doggy enthusiasm (“I’ll fetch a stick, a Frisbee, a bouncy ball…anything that can be thrown, really!”), though at times the plot meanders through some slow sequences. Hank has paper-white skin. Final art not seen. A sweet, accessible early reader that takes its time getting to the adventure. (Early chapter book. 5-9)
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal Xpress (January 16, 2026)
Gr 2-5-Scrapper, a three-legged dog with an endless enthusiasm for fetch, stars in this approachable transitional chapter book series opener. His human brother, a white boy named Hank, understands exactly how to throw a ball so Scrapper can keep up, a detail that gently establishes both the dog's physical difference and the loving bond between him and Hank. When rumors surface of a monster in the nearby forest, Scrapper sets out to investigate, forming "Camp Monster-Finder" along the way. His best friend, Bo Davis, a hardworking sheepdog from a neighboring farm, can't join the expedition, so Scrapper must seek new animal companions as he ventures into the woods. The large text, short sentences, and brief chapters make this an inviting choice for newly independent readers. Charming grayscale illustrations effectively convey character motion and emotion, supporting reader comprehension. The story's light tension resolves with an emphasis on friendship rather than fear. VERDICT The tale from a dog's point of view is a solid pick for readers who enjoy animal-centered stories and for libraries seeking accessible early chapter books with heart.-Kirsten Caldwell © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-0-316-44216-9 Mighty Macy Alexander, Kwame ES

Publishers Weekly starred (November 10, 2025)
In this effervescent chapter book by Alexander (Black Star), 80 snappy poems recount a bookish tween’s love for her library. Twelve-year-old Macy can’t wait to pick up the next installment of her new favorite book series, The Mighty Zora, from the school library. But first, she must practice her violin. Poems relayed primarily in Macy’s endearing first-person POV convey feelings of joy, anticipation, and disgruntlement, and burst with humor; in one selection, lines get progressively longer as she details staying up late reading ("Yes/ Yes, I stayed up/ Yes, I stayed up till 11:34 p.m./ Yes, I stayed up till 11:34 p.m. last night"). Following rehearsal, Macy arrives at the library ("a house/ of hope"), only to discover that it’s closed due to budget cuts. Resolving to speak up at an upcoming board meeting, she attempts to write a poem she believes will save the institution. Softly rounded illustrations from Thomas (Stacey Speaks Up) emanate charm, accompanying stanzas that provide glimpses into the exuberant life of a self-assured middle schooler readers will wish was their own best friend. Macy’s desire to help the library underscores the importance of similar community spaces, culminating in a winning narrative about the power of language and learning to stand up for one’s beliefs. Characters are depicted with varying abilities, body types, and skin tones. An author’s note concludes. Ages 6-10. Author’s agent: Arielle Eckstut, Levine Greenberg Rostan Literary. Illustrator’s agent: Chad W. Beckerman, CAT Agency. (Feb.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
School Library Journal starred (November 1, 2025)
Gr 2-5-Alexander makes his chapter book debut with this sweet tale of a young Black girl speaking up for her community. Third grader Macy has so much music in her life, from her poet father's beloved daily recitations to her younger brother's annoying rap habit, and even her own (humorously fraught) violin practice sessions. She also loves to tune out the world and read. When she finds out the school library's hours have been reduced due to budget cuts, Macy and her fellow bookish friend Blue decide to stage a protest at the upcoming board meeting. Even though Macy has so much to say, it will take a little bit of inspiration and a lot of support from friends and family to help her find that perfect poem deep inside. Tender and powerful, this unique chapter book in verse is a delight. Young readers will learn about poetic form and music terminology while they follow Macy through her life with people who love and encourage her. Thomas's monochrome illustrations make the narrative come alive, deftly capturing character mood and tone. The text swoops and swirls, inflates and italicizes to express Macy's relatable worry over nailing her minuet solo or that her father won't be able to keep a promise. The musicality of this novel would make it perfect for small-group read-alouds. VERDICT A beautiful book centering an endearing protagonist that hits all the right notes; highly recommended for elementary fiction shelves.-Ashleigh Williams © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

979-82-17-00575-8 Unfairies Aaron, Huw ES Unfairies

Publishers Weekly (October 27, 2025)
Pip, the sprightly, jovial tree fairy protagonist of this madcap graphic novel from Aaron (Sleep Tight, Disgusting Blob), doesn’t give two hoots about the complex social machinations of his fellow Garden denizens. Rather than being populated by mythical creatures with sparkly wings who embody gentle mischief and wholesome magic, the Garden’s squabbling fairy citizens swear by acorn-launching catapults to shift the needle of their world’s chaotic and messy politics. Pip, depicted with red hair and pale skin, prefers dancing a jig to dealing with feuding peers. Tired of a monotonous gig sorting boxes in the Root Stores, Pip jumps at the first opportunity for a break in the routine. But when a simple errand to deliver a report to a location known as "the department" goes sideways, "simpleton... nobody" Pip becomes embroiled in a whirlwind adventure that soon sees Pip stepping up to the plate in a role the fairy is hilariously ill-prepared for: hero. Painted backdrops glow with warmth, grounding the mayhem in a lived-in world while loose, expressive linework keeps the energy light and playful. Satirical plotting, keen dialogue, and slapstick comedy blends with sharp observations about power and bureaucracy throughout this comic confection, which culminates in a self-aware tale that’s equal parts witty and impish. Ages 8-12. (Jan.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
School Library Journal (November 1, 2025)
Gr 3-6-A lowly fairy travels from the bottom to the top of their massive oak tree in this fantasy graphic novel. Young, green, work-averse fairy Pip has landed a job in the Root Stores, where a whole tree's worth of fairy food is set aside for the winter. When Pip discovers the stash covered in moldy mushrooms, their simple job gets a whole lot harder. Pip must carry a report up the tree's vast interior to inform the literal higher-ups that Oakhold is on the verge of crisis. But Pip is an unlikely hero, who'd rather spend time planning an epic party than saving the day. Nevertheless, Pip's reluctant route weaves through the tree's trunk and branches, and into contact with a cluster of Oakhold government functionaries, hotshot military personnel, and ultimately, the big cheeses who pull the strings and might have a hand in the food shortage. While the story starts simply, the higher Pip travels, the more Oakhold's story focuses on intricate sociopolitical absurdities. Aaron's rich, woodsy green and orange visuals are equally elaborate. Densely detailed backgrounds infer Oakhold's plentiful population, while cutaway shots of Pip's routes and the tree's organizational structure provide a fanciful frame of reference. For light fantasy fanatics, this might be just the thing-the creator is deeply immersed in the particulars of the world, inviting readers along for a wild ride. VERDICT Dense, rich, and riotously illustrated, this is a full-to-the-brim read for middle grade fantasy lovers.-Emilia Packard © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

128



978-1-250-85197-0 Wrong Friend Harper, Charise Mericle ES

Publishers Weekly (October 13, 2025)
The creators of Bad Sister team up to deliver a tender graphic novel memoir about rebuilding after a friendship breakup. Eleven-year-old Charise and 13-year-old Casey have been best friends for four years. When Casey enters high school and starts giving Charise the cold shoulder, though, the tween struggles to understand what went wrong. Determined to move on, Charise creates a Garbage Can of Friendship-which she fills with objects that remind her of Casey-and sets out to find a new bestie. As Charise dedicates more time to hobbies such as reading, playing clarinet, and learning French, she befriends classmates who share her interests, but none of them is like Casey. Chapter openers formatted like yearbook spreads feature snapshots of Charise’s peers as well as messages from new friends, hinting at the protagonist’s social progression. How-to-style pages explaining BFF hallmarks ("If someone is your best friend, you know all about them") intersect slice-of-life depictions of Charise and Casey’s relationship formerly and as it is in the present. Quippy dialogue and Charise’s stream-of-consciousness internal monologue highlight the fear she feels in opening up to others again; comic strip cartooning emphasizes character expressions and body language in vibrant, high-contrast hues. Figures are rendered with varying skin tones. Ages 8-12. Author’s agent: Linda Pratt, Wernick & Pratt. Illustrator’s agent: Charlie Olsen, Inkwell Management. (Jan.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
Taken from the Hardcover.

School Library Journal Xpress (December 12, 2025)
Gr 4-8-This graphic novel, perfect for fans of Raina Telgemeier and Shannon Hale, explores what happens when a BFF is no longer a forever friend. Eleven-year-old Charise's world is turned upside down when her older best friend, Casey, begins high school and suddenly acts like she doesn't exist. Left alone and heartbroken, Charise begins to question everything about herself and what she knows about friendship; her world is suddenly full of rules that she didn't know existed (e.g., "high schoolers are NOT friends with babies in elementary school!"). In her quest to fill the void with a new best friend, Charise's idea of friendship is challenged; she comes to realize that it can take many forms. This book perfectly captures the universal uncertainty of the tween and early teen years, when life suddenly changes and relationships are no longer as predictable or simple as they once were. It is especially gratifying for readers to see this change through the eyes of Charise, who has difficulty navigating social situations. Lucey's classic comic style and subtle hints like bell-bottom jeans and wall-mounted kitchen telephones point to a 1970s setting. Charise and her family appear white and are bilingual, speaking English and French, while supporting and background characters are diverse in physical appearance, culture, and family composition. VERDICT Featuring a tween girl's experience with friendships and personal discovery through the middle school years, this timeless book is a first purchase for all collections.-Kasey Swords © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-536-25014-5 There Is Not Usually a Hole Hirst, Daisy ES

Kirkus Reviews (November 15, 2025)
An absurd situation paves the way for friendship. Betsy, a red cat who’s unquestionably devoted to a lizardlike stuffie named Philippa, lives a rather typical life—up until the day they spot a rather large hole, right smack dab in the middle of the street. Betsy has just vowed to ignore it when suddenly the words “WAAAAAH! I can’t find you…” emanate from within, shortly followed by a banana flung from its depths. Intrigued, Betsy decides that the pair should keep an eye on the hole, but they’ll need snacks, so Betsy sets off. In the interim, Philippa disappears (presumably down the aforementioned hole). Diving in to look for her, Betsy discovers a whole world of different creatures beneath the surface, including a cheery crocodile named Nelson who’s also lost a stuffie (a kitty named Josephine), which Betsy has found along the way. Hirst relies on a distinct screen-printed style full of bold colors and even bolder characters. The inherent humor of finding a mysterious hole and then exploring its depths is a distinct enticement, but it’s the relationship between Betsy and Philippa (and then, in time, Betsy and Nelson) that gives the book its heart and soul. That Betsy is a cat with a lizard stuffie and Nelson is a reptile with a feline plush toy just adds to the fun. A journey into the unknown yields friends both old and new in a tale that’s one part diverting and two parts charming. (Picture book. 3-6)
School Library Journal (November 1, 2025)
PreS-Gr 1-"Betsy and [her stuffed animal] Philippa were very best friends." Betsy is a red boxy cat and her best friend is small and green. One day, they are out for a walk when they discover something surprising: a hole! Noises and objects are coming out of the hole. Betsy decides she and Philippa should watch the hole and leaves Philippa there while she gets some watching snacks. When she returns, Philippa is gone, so Betsy goes to look for her. This is the best kind of shaggy cat tale; while Betsy searches in the bowels of the earth, through tunnels, she finds someone else's stuffed animal. When she meets this someone else, a bright green alligator named Nelson, both she and Philippa have new best friends. During the long searching journey, there are lots of fun objects for the youngest readers to name, scary darkness to imagine, and a surprise at the end. The simple, uncluttered artwork is a good accompaniment to the straightforward text; there is a lot of humor in what Hirst (Monster Food) doesn't say. VERDICT With themes of friendship, loyalty, and persistence, this would be a good companion to I Must Have Bobo by Eileen Rosenthal.-Debbie Tanner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review one

978-0-06-334953-7 Big Shrink FGTeeV and Rivas, Miguel DÃaz ES next in series

979-82-17-03333-1
We Are Mighty: 12 Ordinary Americans 
Who Did the Next Needed Thing McMahon, Sharon ES nonfiction

Kirkus Reviews (March 1, 2026)
McMahon draws in part on her bestselling The Small and the Mighty (2024) to pay tribute to undersung American heroes. Switching out Daniel Inouye and some other members of her original gallery for more generally recognizable achievers like Jim Thorpe and Roberto Clemente, McMahon skips conventional career overviews to focus on anecdotes illustrative of character, such as the way Clemente prioritized answering fan letters from children. But much of what made her adult title such a refreshing and enlightening read, such as rousing details of the colorful life and gruesome death of Gouverneur Morris, author of the Preamble to the Constitution, is gone. Condensed to a single spread sharing space with spot art and a portrait of a dignified figure with a distant gaze, each entry is so abbreviated that everyone comes off as one-, or at most two-dimensional; notwithstanding the support of a skimpy timeline at the end, readers will be left largely in the dark not only about significant biographical events, but also historical contexts, and though the roster is in fact diverse, racial identities aren’t explored in any depth. Still, they will come away with eye-opening ideas about the kinds of large or small, public or private acts that might inspire them to rise up and do the “next needed thing” themselves when the moment arrives. Squeezed nearly dry of the original’s juice but still offers a few squirts of inspiration. (bibliography, source notes) (Informational picture book/collective biography. 7-10)

978-1-09-829304-8 Military Vehicles Encyclopedia Ringstad, Arnold ES next in series
979-83-8497-010-1 Magic & Card Trick Encyclopedia Stickney, Laura ES Hobby Encyclopedias nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 3-9; Ages 8-14
978-0-593-98416-1 Magical Bite-size Builds Stone, Tom ES next in series

978-0-593-59960-0
Super Bite-Size Builds: With over 20 
Epic Mini-Projects Mojang Ab and The Official Minecraft TeamES next in series

978-0-593-15983-5
Minecraft Bite-Size Builds: Over 20 
Exciting Mini-Projects Mojang Ab and The Official Minecraft TeamES next in series

978-0-593-49760-9
Amazing Bite-Size Builds: Over 20 
Awesome Mini-Projects Mojang AB and The Official Minecraft TeamES next in series

979-82-17-13501-1 Meet the Ninja DK ES DK Super Readers Level 1: LEGO Ninjagononfiction Audience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3
979-82-17-13503-5 Pet Pals March, Julia ES DK Super Readers Level 2: LEGO FriendsAudience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3
978-0-7440-2784-6 LEGO Magical Ideas (Library Edition) DK ES nonfiction Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6
978-0-593-96259-6 Essential Ecosystems DK ES DK Super Planet nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 1-4; Ages 6-9
979-82-17-22672-6 U. S. Presidents National Geographic Kids ES Weird but True! Know-It-Allnonfiction Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6
979-82-17-22674-0 USA National Geographic Kids ES Weird but True! nonfiction Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6
979-88-7525-472-7 Military Machine Fact Frenzy! Meister, Cari and Doeden, Matt ES Fact Frenzy nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 3-4; Ages 8-11

979-88-925080-7-0 US Space Force Marlin, Charles ES US Military nonfiction
School Library Journal (November 1, 2022)
Gr 2-5-In simple, straightforward language, these volumes provide information about various aspects of the branches and special forces of the United States military. Featured in each title is the year and purpose of branch formation, weapons and techniques employed, and photographs of troops at work. Kids learn that the Army and Navy were created in 1775, the Coast Guard is responsible for sea rescues, the first female SEALS joined in 2021, and the Green Berets engage in guerilla warfare. Exciting scenarios are presented in the beginning to entice readers. The text is basic but refrains from being patronizing and the bright and engaging photographs serve to enhance it. Recent photos display the diversity of the modern US military. VERDICT Young readers seeking introductions to the military will find these volumes especially useful and purchasers should consider. © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-88-7450-520-2 Small Game Gurtler, Janet ES A Beginner's Guide to Huntingnonfiction Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6

979-88-7522-462-1 Black Widow Spiders Amstutz, Lisa J. ES Super Spiders nonfiction
School Library Journal (November 1, 2025)
Gr 2-4-Each title provides solid information about a spider group. Key facts about the spider's physical features, habitats, and behavior are described with a few sentences per page, accompanied by a photograph. Special focus is given to their unique features, such as the trapdoor spider's hunting techniques. Photos offer different examples of each group, though species are only occasionally identified. Descriptions of how each spider captures and consumes prey are accompanied by images showing the action. Pictures of egg sacs and babies are also engaging. In some cases, the lack of captions makes it challenging to identify body parts described in the text, such as the wolf spider's palps or the tarantula's fangs. VERDICT Solid choices that provide engaging facts and photos on especially interesting spider types. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-88-7522-483-6 Tarantulas Amstutz, Lisa J. ES Super Spiders nonfiction
School Library Journal (November 1, 2025)
Gr 2-4-Each title provides solid information about a spider group. Key facts about the spider's physical features, habitats, and behavior are described with a few sentences per page, accompanied by a photograph. Special focus is given to their unique features, such as the trapdoor spider's hunting techniques. Photos offer different examples of each group, though species are only occasionally identified. Descriptions of how each spider captures and consumes prey are accompanied by images showing the action. Pictures of egg sacs and babies are also engaging. In some cases, the lack of captions makes it challenging to identify body parts described in the text, such as the wolf spider's palps or the tarantula's fangs. VERDICT Solid choices that provide engaging facts and photos on especially interesting spider types. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-88-7522-476-8 Funnel-Web Spiders Amstutz, Lisa J. ES Super Spiders nonfiction
School Library Journal (November 1, 2025)
Gr 2-4-Each title provides solid information about a spider group. Key facts about the spider's physical features, habitats, and behavior are described with a few sentences per page, accompanied by a photograph. Special focus is given to their unique features, such as the trapdoor spider's hunting techniques. Photos offer different examples of each group, though species are only occasionally identified. Descriptions of how each spider captures and consumes prey are accompanied by images showing the action. Pictures of egg sacs and babies are also engaging. In some cases, the lack of captions makes it challenging to identify body parts described in the text, such as the wolf spider's palps or the tarantula's fangs. VERDICT Solid choices that provide engaging facts and photos on especially interesting spider types. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-88-7522-469-0 Cave Spiders Amstutz, Lisa J. ES Super Spiders nonfiction
School Library Journal (November 1, 2025)
Gr 2-4-Each title provides solid information about a spider group. Key facts about the spider's physical features, habitats, and behavior are described with a few sentences per page, accompanied by a photograph. Special focus is given to their unique features, such as the trapdoor spider's hunting techniques. Photos offer different examples of each group, though species are only occasionally identified. Descriptions of how each spider captures and consumes prey are accompanied by images showing the action. Pictures of egg sacs and babies are also engaging. In some cases, the lack of captions makes it challenging to identify body parts described in the text, such as the wolf spider's palps or the tarantula's fangs. VERDICT Solid choices that provide engaging facts and photos on especially interesting spider types. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-88-7522-497-3 Wolf Spiders Amstutz, Lisa J. ES Super Spiders nonfiction
School Library Journal (November 1, 2025)
Gr 2-4-Each title provides solid information about a spider group. Key facts about the spider's physical features, habitats, and behavior are described with a few sentences per page, accompanied by a photograph. Special focus is given to their unique features, such as the trapdoor spider's hunting techniques. Photos offer different examples of each group, though species are only occasionally identified. Descriptions of how each spider captures and consumes prey are accompanied by images showing the action. Pictures of egg sacs and babies are also engaging. In some cases, the lack of captions makes it challenging to identify body parts described in the text, such as the wolf spider's palps or the tarantula's fangs. VERDICT Solid choices that provide engaging facts and photos on especially interesting spider types. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-88-7522-490-4 Trapdoor Spiders Amstutz, Lisa J. ES Super Spiders nonfiction
School Library Journal (November 1, 2025)
Gr 2-4-Each title provides solid information about a spider group. Key facts about the spider's physical features, habitats, and behavior are described with a few sentences per page, accompanied by a photograph. Special focus is given to their unique features, such as the trapdoor spider's hunting techniques. Photos offer different examples of each group, though species are only occasionally identified. Descriptions of how each spider captures and consumes prey are accompanied by images showing the action. Pictures of egg sacs and babies are also engaging. In some cases, the lack of captions makes it challenging to identify body parts described in the text, such as the wolf spider's palps or the tarantula's fangs. VERDICT Solid choices that provide engaging facts and photos on especially interesting spider types. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-88-930428-3-2 Duck Hunting Troup, Roxanne ES On the Hunt nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 3-7; Ages 8-12
979-88-930428-2-5 Deer Hunting Troup, Roxanne ES On the Hunt nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 3-7; Ages 8-13
979-88-930428-7-0 Wild Hog Hunting Troup, Roxanne ES On the Hunt nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 3-7; Ages 8-14
979-88-930428-6-3 Turkey Hunting Troup, Roxanne ES On the Hunt nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 3-7; Ages 8-15
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978-1-426-37526-2

Ultimate Book of Whales: Up-Close 
Encounters with Earth's Mightiest 
Mammals Skerry, Brian and Drimmer, Stephanie WarrenES nonfiction

School Library Journal Xpress starred (October 17, 2025)
Gr 3 Up-How are whales different from dolphins? Who decides how whales are named? Everything kids have ever wanted to know about whales can be found in this vibrant, exciting volume. The "Face to Face" feature offers a unique look into the work of wildlife photographer Skeery. He explains the slow process of finding whales and building trust over time in order to get close enough to capture images of the mammals in their natural habitats. Bold photos will entrance young learners while they glide through the pages of captivating images and amazing facts. Incredible close-up shots of whale teeth and baleen will have readers yearning for more. Simple yet thorough explanations of how whales use their senses reveal decades of scientific research. Interspersed throughout are spreads of additional information about dolphins and porpoises. "Finned Facts" highlights interesting tidbits with dynamic graphics and fonts. Insets with clear explanations and vocabulary aids help readers understand some of the complex mysteries of whale life. The history of whale hunting is sensitively included. Suggestions for protecting whales and other maritime life are also discussed with clear and concise language. VERDICT Young biologists, thrilled with the photos and fun facts, will not want to put this one down. An excellent choice for browsing and research.-Darby Wallace © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-09-829133-4 Fishing Encyclopedia McKinney, Donna B. ES next in series

979-82-17-22547-7
National Geographic Little Kids First Big 
Book of Space Hughes, Catherine D. and National Geographic KidsES National Geographic Little Kids First Big Booksnonfiction Audience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3

978-1-426-37582-8
Official National Geographic Kids 
Survival Guide Beer, Julie ES

Booklist (March 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 13))
Grades 3-7. This well-organized and accessible manual offers realistic and field-tested advice to help kids plan to survive just about any outdoor situation. There are helpful strategies for basic tasks (assembling first-aid kits, building a fire, pitching a tent), navigating various terrains (forests and swamps; lakes, rivers, and oceans; mountains and deserts), and being prepared at home for events like hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, or power outages. There’s a robust team of 29 kids who propel the action through the image-rich pages, demonstrating proper techniques in multiple color photos supported by clear directions and numerous sidebars offering tips, shortcuts, and safety reminders. There are full-page portraits of conservationists and naturalists, quick-fact comprehension quizzes, and numerous “Decision Time” scenarios in which readers are challenged to make the right decisions to survive a catastrophe (avalanche, blizzard, quicksand). From survival hacks to nature facts, fending off crocodiles to pooping in the woods, avoiding bees or getting creative with duct tape, there’s an amazing amount of reliable information arranged in logical thematic units (along with a detailed index).
Taken from the Hardcover (library binding).

School Library Journal (February 1, 2026)
Gr 4-7-Advice and instructions for surviving outdoor adventures are provided in this colorful and informative volume. Readers learn to cope in many different environments, such as forests, swamps, mountains, deserts, and snow. Useful tips include putting together a first aid kit, how to climb a tree, what to do in an avalanche, and what to do in case of heat exhaustion. Interspersed are interviews with adventurers and scientists who share some of their own survival skills, such as how to create an emergency shelter in Antarctica and how to pack for fieldwork in the Sahara Desert. Eye-catching images accompany the informative text and make for content that young readers will find easily digestible. There are many books about wilderness survival available to the targeted audience, however this one is more comprehensive than most, covering a vast variety of environments and scenarios. Even if it is unlikely for the targeted readers to find themsleves in these harsh settings any time soon, this title will pull kids in. VERDICT Useful information and a wide range of wilderness scenarios with helpful advice make this a first purchase for libraries.-Margaret Nunes © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.with review 1

978-1-426-37773-0 National Geographic Kids World Atlas National Geographic Kids ES nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 5-9; Ages 10-14

978-1-426-37678-8

Beyond Infinity: Exploring the Secrets of 
the Universe with the James Webb 
Space Telescope Drimmer, Stephanie Warren ES nonfiction

Booklist (October 15, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 4))
Grades 3-6. The groundbreaking Webb telescope (JWST) has been making big news for the past few years with fascinating images that reveal thrilling information about the farthest reaches of our universe. This splashy, graphics-rich volume echoes that breathless excitement as it lays out the telescope’s functions, its innovative construction and launch into space, and the ways it manages to capture such detailed images. Alongside the stunning full-color, large-scale images of nebulae, planets, stars, and the telescope itself, diagrams explain such pertinent concepts as the spectrum of visible and invisible light and spectrographs, which help astronomers learn about the chemical makeup of distant stars and other celestial bodies. Q&amp;As with scientists currently working with the JWST highlight some of the concrete ways the images are being used and what they can reveal, such as weather on exoplanets, rings around Neptune and Uranus, how and why stars are formed. Kids fascinated by the mysteries of the universe will find plenty more to be excited about in this engaging, eye-catching look at cutting-edge space technology

979-88-7525-710-0
Sports Illustrate Kids: Would You 
Rather? **Entire series Matt Chandler ES series Would you rather be an elite three-point shooter like Stephen Curry or a dominant dunker like Mac McClung? Would you rather swish a free throw or block a shot to earn a win? Young readers will love answering these and other questions about pro basketball. From great plays to award-winning basketball superstars, everything kids love about the sport is covered!

Reading Level: 3.0
Interest Level: 2-5
Lexile: NP
Guided Reading Level: Q

978-1-426-37812-6
Tales from the Underworld: Ghostly 
Myths from Around the Globe Curtis, Kenny and Hughes, Jillian ES series

978-1-546-13854-9
There Was an Old Lady Who 
Swallowed a Shark Lucille Colandro ES series The Old Lady is back and this time she's swallowing a shark, a hat, some shades, a boat... and more! This refreshing twist on the classic rhyme will delight and entertain all young readers!

Reading Level: 1.0
Interest Level: P-2

978-0-593-66017-1
Outer Space Pizza Club- Elvis is 
Missing Bruce Hale ES series ALA Booklist: When, with various degrees of reluctance, sibs Mateo and Valentina and their babysitter, Jennica, chase escaped pooch Elvis through a mysterious glimmering portal in the woods, a madcap interstellar romp ensues. Being big fans of both pizza and classic Earth TV, the multispecies residents of Kroon, the "most awesome planet in Flooktar Nebula," welcome the new arrivals ll, mostly the Earthlings meet eager young tour guides Clorox and NoWay while gathering clues to the whereabouts of the elusive Elvis. With occasional pauses for pizza or local delicacies like kamazoo ("Condensed sweat of zoomanka, mixed with kamafleeg mucus. It's a rare treat."), the intrepid young visitors negotiate hazards ranging from a brutish gang of broccoli smugglers to a full out goo storm, not to mention being swallowed and then vomited out by a voracious "chooka-chooka-wee" monster, on the way to pulling off a dramatic rescue with a combination of savvy deduction and quick action. Séguin-Magee's grayscale scenes of pop-eyed young people and cartoonishly goofy alien wildlife add further comedic touches to this fetching series kickoff.School Library Journal: Gr 1–3 —Hale's newest offering is a loosely written romp in which a group of children and their baby sitter chase their dog, Elvis, through a space-time portal onto an alien planet, Kroon. Characteristic of this genre, our protagonists are assisted by guides, here in the form of humanoid aliens, who befriend the children and help them navigate Kroon's obstacles in their search for Elvis. The characters bounce (sometimes literally) from place to place, but there is little apparent structure to the meandering antics of various aliens and the constant activity of the humans. Two-thirds of the way through, the author circles back to the story's opening and draws a parallel to a mystery-themed TV show the kids had been watching when they began their adventure, and readers can finally play along. Hale's writing here has the voice of a particularly wacky dad's serial bedtime story. Not much seems to be well thought out, and many of the jokes are dated puns that the target audience will need help to decipher, despite the provided plot-device explanations. VERDICT As the first in a projected series, there is little here to invite reader investment in future installments. For large collections that circulate Hale's other works.—Lisa Lehmuller

978-0-593-66019-5
Outer Space Pizza Club- Grunthar's 
Revenge Bruce Hale ES series

Reading Level: 2.0
Interest Level: 1-4 School Library Journal: Gr 2–4— Silliness takes center stage in this second installment of the illustrated chapter book series by alien high jinks expert Hale. Following their trip to the alien planet Kroon, Mateo, Tina, Booker, and their babysitter Jennica can't stop thinking about the space portal in the woods and the alien friends they met on their adventure: NoWay and Clorox. Just when they consider visiting the portal again, NoWay and Clorox show up at their front door and report that Grunthar, the evil alien inventor, has come through the portal and is now loose in their town. Together the friends must find Grunthar before he can inflict too much damage. Hale is known for his wacky stories, and this one delivers. S&3;guin-Magee's cartoon-style illustrations highlight the various alien life-forms and bring the pizza-fueled plot to life. VERDICT Recommended for collections where alien and science fiction stories are popular.

1339015382 Braided Roots Pasha Westbrook ES Booklist (November 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 5))School Library Journal Xpress (October 31, 2025)
1339005549 Becoming Boba Joanna Ho ES Booklist, 06/01/25 Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2025)

1665956127
Fluffy McWhiskers : Crunchazaur 
kaboom Stephen W. Martin ES Fluffy McWhiskers Book SetKirkus Reviews (June 1, 2025)

From Follett
"When a 189,037 picture book high kaiju monster starts eating everyone and everything in its site, Fluffy McWhiskers and her friend Potato must come out of hiding to save the world . . . if only they can figure out a way to keep everyone from exploding at the site of their cuteness first!"--Provided by publisher.

1913484750 Guinness World Records 2026 ES Non-Fiction

1546159584 L.O.L Goat Laughs Out Loud Kate & Jol Temple ES G.O.A.T Series YA & Kids Book Central  February 16, 2026
From Follett
"Marker is one of the teacher's go-to school supplies. Her work is tip-top, and she always makes a lasting impression. That is, until Pinking Shears, a.k.a. Pink, arrives and dazzles everyone with her sharp creations. No longer the star of the desk, Marker begins to make mistakes. The trouble is, they can't just be erased; her work is permanent, and she's not allowed to fail. Or so she thinks . . . until a realization helps her rediscover her Marker magic"--Provided by publisher.

8225024664 Marker Anna Kang ES Next in series "This follow-up from Kang's picture book Eraser offers the sweet message that sometimes one's best efforts can be just as significant as one's successes... The bright watercolor artwork and puns throughout the narrative make an uplifting atmosphere for the reader to empathize and root for Marker as she tries to make the best of things. This is a kind reminder that life gets messy, but teamwork built on individual strengths can create a picture-perfect moment." -- The Bulletin of the Center for Children's BooksFrom Follett
1546166203 Nothing Ever Happens Heidi McKinnon ES Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2025)
1338673858 Rumpelstiltskin Mac Barnett ES Booklist starred (January 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 9))Kirkus Reviews starred (November 15, 2025)
62796895 Rocket Arm Tim Green ES Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2025)"Marker is one of the teacher's go-to school supplies. Her work is tip-top, and she always makes a lasting impression. That is, until Pinking Shears, a.k.a. Pink, arrives and dazzles everyone with her sharp creations. No longer the star of the desk, Marker begins to make mistakes. The trouble is, they can't just be erased; her work is permanent, and she's not allowed to fail. Or so she thinks . . . until a realization helps her rediscover her Marker magic"--Provided by publisher.

8225049470 The Flower Thief Alice Hemming ES Part of a series Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2023)
From Follett
Originally published as That's My Flower in 2023 in the UK by Scholastic Children's Books.;Based on the hardcover edition published as Don't touch that flower! in 2023. Squirrel is apprehensive about the arrival of Spring until he spots a wildflower and tries to claim it as his own, not understanding his overbearing protectiveness is doing more harm than good. Includes information on flowers.

8225032470 Who is Tony Hawk? Steve Korte ES Non-Fiction Publisher: Penguin Workshop Publication Date: March 4, 2025 Format: FollettBound Glued Series: Who is?
1338822047 You Make the World Muon Thi Van ES
9781339015071 Pikachu's Nighttime Adventure Matsuo, Rikako ES
9780593810309 Buffalo Fluffalo and Puffalo Kalb, Bess ES Kirkus Review, 07/14/2025

9780593405277
The Last Kids on Earth and the 
Destructor's Lair Brallier, Max ES series A buffalo is disconcerted when his daily routine is disrupted by a newborn. Kalb begins with the playful rhymes and rhythms she employed in Buffalo Fluffalo (2024). Fluffalo, having learned a lesson in cooperation in his earlier outing, happily cavorts with Ram, Crow, and Prairie Dog before enjoying some thoughtful alone time and then settling down to sleep at dusk. A loud wailing sound wakes him at dawn and continues into daybreak. “‘What could that be?’ huffed tired old Fluffalo. / ‘I’ve said it before—I’ve had enuffalo!’” When he discovers that the sound is coming from a tiny buffalo, he becomes both irate and alarmed. Fortunately, his friends show up and assure him that the little one just needs some time to learn and grow. Fluffalo calms down and admits that the baby is a bit cute—something readers will have already realized, thanks to Kraan’s sweetly imaginative art. In the ensuing pages, Fluffalo mentors the loving Puffalo, including the baby in his daily activities and fielding (some of) Puff’s many questions. Readers with younger siblings will appreciate the subtle acknowledgment that Fluffalo’s new role can be taxing, but overall, the tale affirms the joy of mentoring, while the colorful, stylized art perfectly complements the upbeat verse. It’s easy to imagine an older child reading this story to a younger one at bedtime. An endearing ode to big siblinghood. (Picture book. 4-8)

9781465483826
Ancient Egypt: Unwrap Mummies, 
Pharaoahs, and Treasure! Arlon, Penelope ES
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9781916763302 Guiness World Records 2026 ES
9781338674880 Rumpelstiltskin Barnett, Mac ES Booklist starred (January 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 9))Kirkus Reviews starred (November 15, 2025)
9781529514315 L.O.L. G.O.A.T. Laughs Out Loud Temple, Kate ES Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2025)Two acclaimed creators retell a fairy-tale classic. Employing a conversational style, Barnett offers a fresh and immensely entertaining take on an old story, much as he did with The Three Billy Goats Gruff, illustrated by Jon Klassen (2022). A miller (“a nice enough guy, but he had a big mouth”) encounters the king and, seeking to impress him, falsely claims that his daughter can spin straw into gold. What follows is the classic story, replete with spinning wheels and small men who make clandestine deals with the desperate for their offspring. While never diverging from the original, Barnett nevertheless allows his miller’s daughter, if not a name (on purpose, it turns out), then hobbies like “whittling sticks and catching tadpoles with her bare hands.” This miller’s daughter is still caught in the machinations of the men around her, but Barnett demonstrates that her love of the woods is key to her defeating Rumpelstiltskin. His sly retelling is perfectly complemented by art that at times resembles classical portraiture. Ellis also harkens back to fairy-tale images of yore with both lushly illustrated gouache pictures and small interstitial black-and-white spot art. Characters present white. Deeply familiar but infused with 21st-century smarts; expect cries for repeated reads. (Picture book. 4-7)
9780593119167 If I Built a Town Van Dusen, Chris ES series The creators of G.O.A.T. Greatest of All Time (2024) return to wring humor out of yet another initialism. Reading a copy of G.O.A.T., Goat exclaims, “L.O.L.!” Literal-minded Duck objects: Goat isn’t actually laughing, much less out loud. Duck proposes many other interpretations: L.O.L. could mean “Lizards on Logs,” “Lobsters Overheating Lasagna,” “Lemurs Ordering Lattes,” “Lambs Opening Locks,” “Lucky Orangutan Lamp,” and a half dozen other examples—each more strained than the last and none of them the slightest bit likely to elicit a chuckle, much less an audible laugh from either Goat or readers. Finally, having squashed every bit of Goat’s joy, Duck spontaneously bids farewell to the unamused Goat: “Later, Old Lad.” For whatever reason (relief that Duck is finally giving up?), this makes Goat bust a belly laugh—and unfortunately inspires a few Last Outrageous Lines: “Look Out, Lunkheads!” “Leap Out Left!” Challenger gallantly makes the best of this situation, with more colorful, wacky, goggle-eyed animals striking exaggerated poses, but scenes of Goat gagging over an unappetizing bowl of seeds (“Lumpy Old Lentils”) or a big cat reclining on a throne and eating grapes (“Lion of Luxury”) are unlikely to tickle most kids’ funny bones. Lamentably Overdone Laughs. (Picture book. 4-8)
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ISBN TITLE AUTHOR ES/MS/HS Notes Review #1 Review #2
978-1-54616-611-5 Magnitude Nielsen, Jennifer MS 4-7 Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2026) Three friends demonstrate exceptional fortitude under harrowing circumstances. This fast-paced novel about a real-life historic disaster opens in 1903 as first-person narrator Cora Henshaw, age 9, enjoys a family beach outing near San Francisco. It’s a prophetic day: They feel tremors—and Cora meets Oliver Brennan, who becomes her best friend. Three years later, a devastating earthquake strikes very early in the morning of April 18, 1906. Cora befriends Chi, a young Chinese American girl, when both plummet into a chasm. Through heroic efforts, the pair emerge largely unscathed, having forged a loyal alliance. Eventually, they connect with Oliver, whom Cora hasn’t seen in some time. Successive chapters signal hour-by-hour, minute-by-minute events as neighborhoods crumble, fires rage, and standing structures are dynamited to quell emergent blazes. Desperation reigns, and citizens are displaced. Nielsen sustains tension throughout as the intrepid trio scour decimated neighborhoods for loved ones. They confront San Francisco’s malevolent anti-Chinese bigotry, corrupt municipal officials, and two menacing Italian American teens. Backstories trace the breakdown of the close friendship between Cora’s and Oliver’s families (who are cued white) and Cora’s moral dilemma about gold coins she “finds” among the ruins. Unfortunately, though the author’s portrayals of Chi and the plight of Chinese people in San Francisco are warm and sympathetic, they lack depth and nuance. A solid book that brings cataclysmic events into stark relief. (author’s note) (Historical fiction. 8-12)Publishers Weekly (December 8, 2025) Resilient tweens must work together to survive in this race-against-the-clock fictionalization of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake. After losing ownership of the family gold mine, 12-year-old Cora Henshaw’s father travels from San Francisco to Los Angeles for work, leaving Cora to take care of her mother and younger brothers. Desperate for money, Cora steals food and picks pockets to feed her family, and visits the docks at dawn to scan passenger ships for her father’s return. She’s on her daily trip to the docks-accompanied by Chi, a girl from Chinatown she’s just met-when an earthquake hits and the street cracks open beneath them. Callouts at the start of each chapter detail a minute-by-minute timeline of events, against which Nielsen (The Free State of Jax) hair-raisingly chronicles Cora and Chi’s struggle to escape the underground cave-in while contending with ruthless looters and corrupt officials. Though plot points lean heavily on convenience and some characterizations feel one-dimensional, high-tension conflict ensures reader investment across a thrilling adventure narrated via Cora’s sincere first-person POV. An author’s note concludes. Most characters are white; Chi reads as having Chinese ancestry. Ages 8-12. Agent: Ammi-Joan Paquette, Aevitas Creative Management. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
978-0-06-342929-1 Hypergifted Korman, Gordon MS 5-9 Booklist (December 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 7) Grades 4-7. Korman’s Gifted series began with Ungifted (2012), in which prankster Donovan Curtis did “colossal damage” to the gym on his first day of middle school, after which he ended up in the superintendent’s office and was mistakenly assigned to the gifted program. Meanwhile, his friend Noah, an actual genius, was mysteriously assigned to ordinary classes. In the latest volume, Noah is offered a full scholarship at a fine university, and the dean suggests he come for the summer session in order to adjust. Noah is willing, but only if Donovan will be his summer roommate. Donovan reluctantly agrees, but they become entangled in a mystery almost immediately: Porquette, the university’s resident pig/mascot, is missing, and the students and alumni are very upset. So are Noah and Donovan—mainly because she’s living in their bathtub. Even before the novel’s end, it’s clear Donovan has skills only Noah can appreciate, and vice versa. Rotating among characters, the first-person narrative reflects the views of many individuals. A madcap addition to an amusing series.Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2025) In the third book in the Ungifted series, hypergifted Noah Youkilis graduates from eighth grade and unwillingly starts off his summer at Wilderton University. Making matters better (or maybe worse), he gets to bring his best friend, Donovan Curtis, who “barely squeaked through eighth grade,” to help him adjust before the fall semester begins. “Trouble magnet” Donovan will spend his days as a counselor-in-training with fellow 13-year-old Raina Overbrook and five energetic 8-year-olds. Living and working on campus requires way more effort than the lazy summer he’d hoped for. Meanwhile, 13-year-old Noah shows that he’s leaps and bounds ahead of many of the college students as he develops an elite AI program, but he’s behind the curve socially and struggles to fit in with the older students. Noah is bent on joining the university’s top-secret Society of the Gavel, seeing it as a way to finding friends and a great intellectual challenge (he has an IQ of 206). Joining the society proves difficult, however, and Donovan and Noah can’t help but engage in hijinks, including hiding the school mascot—a 300-pound pig—in their dorm room. Will they survive the summer without being caught pig-handed? Told from multiple points of view, the story is laugh-out-loud funny, and readers will be entertained as Noah and Donovan try to make sense of college life. The main characters present white. A hilarious romp. (Fiction. 9-13)
978-1-492-69333-8 The Last Lie Forde, Patricia MS 5-9 Kirkus Reviews  Wordsmith Letta fights for the future right of people to employ language to tell their own truth.Forde continues the post-apocalyptic adventure begun in The List (2017) with a look at the way that struggles for what is right and who wields power collide in a new world order. Now, long after the world-changing global warming event remembered as the Melting, young Letta, wordsmith of the survivors in her part of the world, is caught up in the resistance against the established order of the surviving organized city, Ark. Amelia, the current leader of Ark, regards language as something to be controlled and used only by those in power. To that end, she has removed dozens of babies from their families and created a nursery where they will be raised without language. This dark experiment with raising feral children seems to offer homage to The Giver, Ursula K. Le Guin’s Omelas, and other worlds where safety and security are guaranteed at the price of something intrinsically human. As intriguingly ambitious as Forde’s idea is, it suffers somewhat in the extensive telling of Lette’s story of danger and flight, where often the peril results from Lette’s impulsive, believable adolescent impetuousness. Fortunately she is several times saved by Marlo, the friend she hopes will return her affection. A default white is presumed; markers of color, class, and language aren’t given.A compelling speculative premise helmed by a realistic female protagonist. (Science fiction. 11-14)Only one reviews, but it is the next in series.

9780374393533 EUREKA

CHANG, VICTORIA

MS
School Library Journal Starred, 11/30/2025
Gr 5 Up—Acclaimed poet Chang (With My Back to the World) takes readers to 1884 California, where 12-year-old Mei Mei is being forced to leave San Francisco to protect her from kidnapping. Her family came to the United States from Canton, China, in 1875 looking for a better life and to escape starvation and wars, but their new home is now proving dangerous as well. They owe money to the brokers who organized their passage from China, and Mei Mei herself is seen as potential payment for the debt. However, when Mei Mei travels alone to her new home in Eureka, CA, life is not as idyllic as her parents had hoped. She is forced to work as a kitchen helper in a rich family's home, where she is treated poorly by everyone except the daughter of the family, and the aunt and uncle tasked with her care are not loving and kind. This story is based on the real banishment of the Chinese population in Eureka in 1885 and stays true to actual events. Told in verse, the spare and powerful historical fiction account of a too-often forgotten piece of American history highlights the shameful treatment of Chinese immigrants as well as aspects of Chinese culture, such as Mei Mei's mother's lotus feet, which are referenced often throughout. VERDICT Chang's latest is a welcome addition to any middle school historical fiction collection and will surely attract readers drawn to impactful stories told through lyrical verse.—Kate Olson Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 10/31/2025
Grades 4-8 - "This novel in verse follows 12-year-old Mei Mei in 1885 California—a tumultuous time for Chinese immigrants and Chinese Americans. Mei Mei loves her family, friends, and community in San Francisco's Chinatown. When danger arises, Mei Mei's parents send her to live with her aunt and uncle in Eureka. Though heartbroken to leave her parents, Mei Mei is consoled by the promise she'll attend an integrated public school. Alas, she arrives in Eureka only to be denied schooling and is sent to work as a kitchen assistant in a white household, but Mei Mei is thrilled when the family's daughter offers to teach her to read. The narrative is sectioned into parts based on the time periods leading up to the Chinese expulsion from Eureka. Intense moments are sprinkled throughout, balanced by Mei Mei's emotionally resonant reflections. Chang's evocative poems offer Mei Mei's first-person perspective on this oft-underrepresented time period. Back matter includes an author's note and interesting facts to contextualize Mei Mei's story. Full of heart, this novel shines a light on an important time in history."

9780316209403
BASKET BALL : THE STORY OF THE ALL-
AMERICAN GAME

 NELSON, KADIR

MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 11/30/2025
Grades 4-8 - "*Starred Review* Basketball began in December 1891 at a YMCA in Springfield, Massachusetts, when instructor James Naismith taught his students a new game. He ordered farm baskets nailed to the balconies on opposite sides of the gymnasium, and he explained the basic rules. Each time a team threw the ball into its basket, the team would score a point, and all action would cease until the ball was retrieved from the basket, which did not have a hole large enough for the ball to fall through. A jump ball signaled that the teams could resume play. For 10 years, basketball was taught only to white men, but soon it spread to Black players and women as well. By today’s standards, the games were relatively slow and quiet for both players and spectators. Basketball fans, young and old, will be fascinated by the history of the game, its rules, and the players who dared to challenge familiar moves with new styles of play that would lead to the impressive feats seen in modern basketball. Nelson’s detailed but very readable text is illustrated with a series of riveting oil paintings of key figures, including outstanding players in the sport’s history. This handsome, informative volume belongs in many sports collections."

School Library Journal Starred, 12/31/2025
Gr 4–7—Nelson delivers this compelling companion to the acclaimed We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball, chronicling the history of basketball. Narrated by the sage voice of an elder player, the book traces the sport from its slow beginnings in 1891 to the dazzling, fast-paced game it is today. The book's strengths are in its visual impact; it features an oversized format and nearly 60 showstopping color paintings that bring the heart-pounding history to life. Nelson addresses the sport's diversity and segregation, noting that the game was initially confined to white-owned gymnasiums and not open to African Americans. It highlights Edwin B. Henderson, the father of Black basketball, who introduced the game in segregated Washington, DC, in 1904. The narrative covers iconic Black teams like the Harlem Globetrotters—who named themselves to signal they were a Black team to avoid trouble in remote towns—and the Harlem Rens, who won the 1939 World's Championship but were ignored by major papers due to their race. Profiles of revolutionary players, such as Wilt Chamberlain, LeBron James, and Michael Jordan are provided, along with notable quotes. VERDICT With its strong focus on the historical context of segregation and its comprehensive coverage of the sport's indomitable heroes, this is an excellent addition for collections, appealing strongly to sports enthusiasts and readers seeking diverse historical perspectives.—Richard Winters Copyright 2026 Reed Business Information.

9780593624555 MOON WITHOUT STARS

MILLER, CHANEL

MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 11/30/2025
Grades 5-8 - "*Starred Review* Luna and her best friend, Scott, have their routine, until one squeaking wagon wheel changes everything. When Luna unexpectedly inherits an array of books, she sees a way to help people by sharing them, thus becoming the book doctor. This invites changes into her life, eventually rendering it—and herself—unrecognizable. Even with Luna’s heightened emotional awareness, she falls prey to the entrapment of popularity: not speaking up, feeling pressured to participate in activities she’s uncomfortable with, and losing sight of her values in her quest to belong. Miller accurately captures stigmas that persist through middle-school life, from periods to peer pressure. But young readers won’t only see a reflection of their experiences on these pages; they’ll find new perspectives as Miller peels back the layers of identity, belonging, and stigmatization to reveal the root causes of characters’ behaviors and struggles. Miller, author of Newbery Honor Book Magnolia Wu Unfolds It All (2024), highlights topics often ignored, especially in the mental health sphere. From Luna’s mom, who has bipolar disorder, to on-the-page counseling sessions, mental health care isn’t a taboo topic here. Luna encounters classmates struggling with skin problems, menstruation, self-esteem, bulimia, and bullying. Even those seen as bullies have their issues laid bare, offering fresh insight into their motivations without excusing their behaviors. An unflinching, nuanced take on contemporary middle-school life."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 11/14/2025
After her zines launch her into the popular crowd, seventh grader Luna must decide what she’s willing to sacrifice to stay there. At an age when the awkwardness of simply existing is amplified by puberty, bookish Luna Noon enters middle school in the Bay Area feeling unremarkable. Eager to shed her self-perceived blandness, Luna, who’s white and Chinese American, turns to her closest (and only) friend, Scott Mango, to create zines that will shake things up. Blending Luna’s words with Scott’s drawings, the pair use their zines to bring comfort to students who are self-conscious about things like acne, eczema, periods, sexuality, and phobias. Soon, Luna’s writing catches the attention of the in crowd, who invite her to sit with them at lunch—with one catch. She must leave creative, sentimental Scott behind. At first, Luna splits her time between Scott and the cool kids. Soon, though, Scott is replaced entirely as she tries wearing makeup, gets invited to her first sleepover, and even begins dating. The cost of belonging, however, continues to rise as Luna is asked to set aside ever more important parts of herself. Authentic and raw, this story is at once a timeless account of growing up and a tale that’s specific to this generation. Readers will empathize with Luna’s sincere attempts to find herself and ache alongside her as she navigates her growing pains. Genuine and poignant; has the makings of a modern classic. (Fiction. 10-14)

9781665952286

THE MYSTERIOUS MAGIC OF LIGHTHOUSE 
LANE

STEWART, ERIN

MS
Booklist, 12/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Big emotions and what to do with them are at the center of Stewart’s (The Forgotten Magic of Zoey Turner, 2025) latest novel. Lucy, a sixth-grade empath, is spending the summer on Prince Edward Island with her solitary grandfather after an emotional crisis with her former friend. She wants to do anything except “feel,” but as she takes photos using her grandmother’s old camera and develops them in a darkroom, they come to life for her, enabling her to understand her subjects to their core. As the summer visit progresses, she comes to understand herself and to appreciate where her uniqueness comes from. Using the device of capturing her surroundings and human interactions through a classic camera lens, Stewart allows readers an opportunity to walk briefly in her heroine’s shoes. Lucy is sensitively and authentically portrayed, as are how she feels and how she deals with her reality. A quietly effective tale of family and friendship, but, most importantly, self-understanding. Geared toward middle-grade readers who enjoy flawed but growing characters."

School Library Journal, 11/30/2025
Gr 5 Up—Lucy is tired of being surrounded by people and their emotions, which she feels more deeply than anyone else. Hoping for some peace, she spends the summer with her withdrawn grandfather on Prince Edward Island. There, she finds her late grandmother's old camera and discovers that the photos she takes reveal people's hidden truths. With the help of a curious neighbor and her grandfather, Lucy works to uncover the mystery behind the camera's powers, and along the way, begins to see her family, her feelings, and herself in a new light. While Stewart (The Forgotten Magic of Zoey Turner) includes fantastical elements, the heart of it is rooted in real emotions and relationships that many younger readers face. Lucy reads authentically. The island is beautifully described and almost becomes a character of its own. The pacing has the mystery component to keep readers engaged but also has enough meat to the story and experiences that older middle school readers would also enjoy it. Lucy is cued white. VERDICT A solid purchase for upper elementary and middle school library collections where realistic reads and heartwarming magical stories are popular.—Molly Dettmann Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781682635889 MAKING PLANS FOR NIGEL BINTY

STOUT, SHAWN K

MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 12/31/2025
Grades 3-6 - "*Starred Review* Nigel and Milo were best friends until sixth grade rolled around and Milo became one of the cool kids. Now Nigel is facing middle school alone and dealing with his parents’ divorce, neither of which is helping his grades or his anxiety. Midyear, Glory Bea transfers to Nigel’s school after being forced to leave her home when her father, a local reverend, was sent to jail for stealing money from the church. Told largely in the third person from Nigel’s perspective, the book is interspersed with first-person chapters from Glory Bea’s point of view as she writes to her father (referred only to as “Rev”) and deals with her sudden loss and subsequent relocation. When Nigel makes a mistake that winds up hurting Glory Bea badly, he determines to fix everything once and for all. Though Stout’s novel deals with some heavy themes, it possesses great humor and heart, making it a joy to read. Glory Bea’s sections are a particular delight, but readers will be rooting for both characters and their potential friendship. Upper-elementary and early–middle school readers who enjoy inspiring stories like Jacqueline Woodson’s Harbor Me (2018) and Chris Baron’s The Magical Imperfect (2021) should make plans to meet Nigel Binty and Glory Bea."

School Library Journal, 09/30/2025
Gr 4–7—Nigel, a thoughtful and serious-minded sixth grader, is determined to follow his number one rule: "Don't do anything weird." But sticking to that rule isn't easy as Nigel faces big changes in his life. His parents have separated, he's adjusting to a new private school, and his best friend seems to have abandoned him. Nigel struggles to keep his fears and anxiety from taking over and controlling his actions. His perspective shifts when he meets Glory Bea, a new student who surprises him by making him smile and challenging everything he believes about life. Glory Bea is spirited and independent, but she is struggling after her father's choices hurt their family. When Nigel and Glory Bea are paired up for a school field trip, they end up sharing their thoughts and fears. The experience leads to mixed results, but it sparks an honest, freeing exploration of what it means to live by their own truths. Along the way, supportive parents and teachers guide them while showing that even adults are still figuring things out. The classroom scenes are realistic, drawing readers into a world they recognize. Nigel and Glory Bea are portrayed as nuanced, believable characters—kids who don't have all the answers, but who are trying their best. Their journey is heartwarming and relatable. They discover that being true to themselves—and leading with their hearts—is the best path forward. VERDICT A charming coming-of-age story featuring realistically portrayed children who are facing life's challenges.—Margaret Auguste Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781250392817 THE LIONS' RUN PENNYPACKER, SARA MS
Horn Book Guide Starred, 12/31/2025
For Lucas, a young teen orphan living in Nazi-occupied France, resistance seems impossible. When the timid and compassionate boy saves a litter of kittens, he brings them to a deserted stable, where he encounters and forms a friendship with Alice, a British girl hiding her racehorse from use by the Nazis. Lucas has a job delivering groceries, including to the local Lebensborn clinic, the Nazi-run maternity home where teen mothers, selected for their "Aryan" physical attributes, reside while pregnant with the babies of Nazi soldiers. There Lucas meets Claire, who is convinced she will be able to be reunited with her baby once the war ends. It pains Lucas that he can't help her -- but having saved the kittens, Lucas is emboldened to take another risk, and he becomes a messenger for the Resistance. These threads weave into a page-turning and ultimately triumphant tale of heroism. Pennypacker's setting (introduced with a map by Klassen, whose illustrations of the title's metaphorical lions serve as spot art to begin each chapter) is vividly evoked. The author provides just enough background for readers to understand the terrible, heroic choices that can be made by young people living through war. She also addresses the costs of war paid by the most vulnerable in society. Most importantly, she shows readers how a young person grows in bravery each time they take action, and that the action itself gives hope. An author's note separates fact from fiction. Maeve Visser Knoth

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 11/30/2025
An orphan in occupied France during World War II finds his courage and a sense of family. Thirteen-year-old Lucas Dubois is a foundling who’s growing up in the abbey orphanage in the village of Lamorlaye. He has such a tender heart that the other boys call him “Petit Éclair.” Lucas rescues a litter of kittens from being drowned on a nun’s orders and goes to hide them in one of the stables left empty in nearby Chantilly after their owners took their thoroughbreds and fled from the Nazis. But the stable is already in use—Alice, the teenage daughter of an English horse trainer, is protecting a racehorse from being commissioned for the war until she can be smuggled to Kentucky in a month’s time. Lucas’ job delivering groceries takes him into the nearby Lebensborn, a maternity home that takes babies who meet “Aryan” standards away from their young mothers and sends them for adoption by Nazi families. There, Lucas befriends Claire, who’s desperate to keep her baby, and his empathy leads him to a rash and dangerous nighttime flight along the five-kilometer horse training track known as the Lions’ Run. This immersive story is driven by Lucas’ emotional yearnings and the sometimes complicated relationships among the well-drawn characters, but the history and the specific setting are accurate and carefully delineated, creating a strong sense of place. Klassen’s spot art and map of the region adorn the text. Compassionate and complex. (author’s note) (Historical fiction. 8-13)

9781464258213
THE SIX QUEENS OF HENRY VIII

CARGILL-MARTIN, HONOR MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 12/31/2025
Grades 5-8 - "*Starred Review* First published in Great Britain, this book offers a visually inviting introduction to the turbulent period when King Henry VIII ruled England and, after a dispute with the Pope, became head of the Church of England as well. Henry VIII’s reign was a time of increasing contact with other parts of the world. Ships would visit distant continents and return with previously unknown foods as well as news of religious conflicts. The narrative guides readers through the dramatic events and describes Henry as “educated and romantic” but also “suspicious and unpredictable.” The Tudor Royal Court was very grand indeed but very dangerous as well. Among the most vulnerable people were the most powerful, most highly placed members of the Court, including the queen; the King married six women in succession and had two of them executed. The book introduces each woman in a separate section with memorable information, the story of her troubles as Queen, and remarks on her relationship with Henry. The many beautiful, digital illustrations feature the people discussed and beautifully drawn furnishings with rich colors and interesting details. The back matter offers many intriguing “fast facts” as well as a Tudor family tree and a timeline. An engaging history book."

Kirkus Review, 12/14/2025
Meet some monarchs of misfortune! As the preface stresses, the royal court of Henry VIII was “a dangerous place.” The job requirements for queen were exacting, terminations frequent, and not all applicants were volunteers. Each queen is briefly introduced with a page that includes a one-paragraph biography, key dates, and other concisely presented facts (dowries, allies, motto). The very readable text, written in a conversational voice that makes the centuries vanish, proceeds largely chronologically. A flashback, written in present tense, recounts a significant episode for each queen: Catherine of Aragon led an army into battle while pregnant; Katherine Parr managed to talk Henry out of a warrant for her arrest. Elaborate borders in the style of bejeweled Renaissance frames incorporate heraldic imagery; for the most part, the art eschews gore, though the section on Anne Boleyn concludes with an image of an executioner’s sword dripping with blood. The queens’ faces, uniformly young and beautiful, all resemble one another, with slightly different coloring. Andrews poses the subjects with modern-day insouciance and takes mild liberties with the fashions of the period but for the most part depicts dress accurately. Occasionally adjacent aristocrats are shown with darker skin. A Tudor family tree illustrated with thumbnail portraits, a timeline, and a final spread on Henry’s important future-regnant children, Edward VI, Mary I, and Elizabeth I, clarify and continue the story of this powerful and vulnerable family. Majesty can be messy—a hip history that’s at times bloody yet never dull. (Nonfiction. 7-12)

9780063354111 A KID LIKE ME : A GRAPHIC NOVEL FEUTI, NORM MS
School Library Journal, 12/31/2025
Gr 5–8—Fitting in as a new middle schooler is a challenge under the best of circumstances, and working-class kid Ethan feels like an outsider among his more affluent classmates. His discount clothes, ancient flip phone, and trailer park home are fodder for teasing by unkind peers. When his longtime friend and neighbor Ricky abandons him for a different crowd, Ethan must figure out a new friend group in a hurry. Luckily, his interest in Battle Bots (a tabletop battle card game) and his affinity for retro T-shirts endear him to his new classmates who may feel isolated for their own reasons. Over time, Ethan learns to let go of the shame he feels for his circumstances, and forges new friendships with Battle Bot buds Aiden and Lucas. The nuance and difficulty of navigating middle school life and building social identity is beautifully captured in this graphic novel. Inspired by Feuti's own experiences growing up in poverty, the authenticity of emotion, struggle, and triumph of Ethan's journey through his school year will certainly appeal to any middle grade reader who has felt like an outsider. Ethan is white. VERDICT For the "Diary of a Wimpy Kid" readers who are looking to graduate to stories with higher stakes and more heart.—Sarah Simpson Copyright 2026 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 12/31/2025
Grades 3-7 - "*Starred Review* Ethan and his best friend, Ricky, live in a small trailer park on the edge of Millbrook. With middle school just around the corner, the only thing Ethan’s been worried about is getting lost on the first day. But their new school also serves a wealthier neighboring town, and suddenly Ethan feels embarrassed by his family's poverty—and that feeling only gets worse when rude rich kids at his school shame him for things like getting free school lunch. When Ricky starts hanging out with some mean kids, and Ethan makes friends in a club for his favorite deck-building game, Bio Battle, they drift apart, but soon they realize that the school dynamics aren't as simple as the haves and have-nots. Feuti tells a thoughtful story about wealth inequality in middle school, showing how Ethan and Ricky are each judged differently for where they live, and the tricky task of navigating new friendships when feelings get hurt. Crisp, expressive artwork in a muted palette nicely telegraphs the complex emotional realities Ethan and his friends experience, especially as Ethan resourcefully finds confidence to be himself. Plenty of kids will be able to relate to Ethan's story in this absolute must-have for middle-schoolers that will be at home on a shelf next to Raina Telgemeier, Jerry Craft, and Shannon Hale."

9783039640898
BIG BOOK OF PI : THE FAMOUS NUMBER YOU 
CAN NEVER KNOW AUBIN, JEAN-BAPTISTE MS

Booklist Starred Reviews, 12/31/2025
Grades 4-8 - "*Starred Review* Right from its intriguing subtitle, this Swiss import captivates, challenges, and offers all kinds of historic context and interesting tidbits about pi, a seemingly basic yet surprisingly sophisticated math application. Busy pages are laid out similarly to a graphic novel format and packed full with brief and accessible sentences of explanatory text amply supported by numerous illustrations, graphs, flowcharts, time lines, formulas, calculations, and just about every other existing infographic. Fun facts, vocabulary definitions, and corny observations run along the perimeters of pages, and recurring cartoon characters help sort the content and propel the narrative. Material covers how pi got its name, how various math nerds in ancient cultures determined its existence and used it in various applications (Babylonia’s Ishtar Gate, the Egyptian pyramids), and how additional nerds around the world have struggled to define the precise value of pi over centuries, ranging from early estimates (the Old Testament defines it incorrectly as 3) to current computer computations (consisting of 100 trillion digits). Ensuing chapters profile kid-friendly, everyday real-life challenges, such as memorizing pi sequences, dealing with paradoxes, measuring lengths, cutting pizzas, doing math magic tricks, and plenty of pi-related jokes. This fun and unique selection belongs on the ""M"" shelf in all STEM collections."

School Library Journal, 11/30/2025
Gr 4–8—This book takes readers on a journey through the discovery and evolution of one of the most intriguing numbers in history. From the ancient Egyptians and Mayans to mathematicians like Archimedes and Srinivasa Ramanujan, readers meet the global thinkers who helped shape our understanding of this infinite, irrational number. Along the way, they learn what Pi is, how it's used, and the many calculations that depend on it. Pi jokes, paradoxes, and challenges, such as finding your birthday digits in Pi or solving pizza-cutting puzzles, keep abstract ideas fun and concrete. The artwork, rendered in blue, orange, and yellow tones, fills each page with energy, blending diagrams and cartoons into a cohesive, graphic layout that draws readers in. The result is dynamic yet orderly, giving the book an approachable and friendly tone. Though it includes reference tools like a table of contents and glossary, this title reads best from start to finish as an entertaining narrative rather than a study guide. VERDICT A well-designed, engaging, and accessible celebration of math's most famous number. Highly recommended for upper-elementary and middle grade math enthusiasts.—Katherine Rao Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781536247978 RELIC HAMILTON, GENIE HUNTER  COELHO, JOSEPH MS
Booklist, 12/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Former Children’s Laureate Coelho offers a decidedly non-Disney vision of genies in this series opener, pitting a young British orphan against a deadly wish-granting soul sucker inadvertently summoned from an old lamp in his Jamaican grandfather’s antiques shop. As Relic quickly comes to learn, there are good genies and bad genies, and he’s released one of the worst—a powerful “Genie Rex” named Ravenna, who feeds on the vital “hope energy” people invest in their wishes. When Relic proves resistant to the creature’s enticements, it infects another, weaker-willed child, touching off a storm of wishing and a zestful high-speed pursuit that ranges back and forth in time, into encounters with pirates and sharks, through museums where statues and fossils have come alive, and over the streets of London on rocket bikes. The author trots in unexpected allies for his 12-year-old protagonist with a secret Hermitic Sodality of Genie Hunters and six more magic lamps, containing not genies but powerful (and cute) sprites. The unresolved ending leaves a tantalizing tease for sequels."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 11/30/2025
A 12-year-old British boy finds ancient magical lamps and unknowingly restarts a centuries-old supernatural conflict in the latest from former U.K. Children’s Laureate Coelho. Relic Hamilton, who has Jamaican heritage and wears his hair in a tapered Afro, lives in London with his grandfather above Anansi Antiques, the Soho shop that’s been in their family for generations. It’s filled with treasures that Grandfather collected during his world travels. One day, when Relic is polishing metal objects in the basement, he accidentally releases a powerful evil genie from a brass lamp. Grandfather gets hurt, and Relic is swept up in a clandestine society of genie hunters. Time and space are upended as he’s pushed to his limits, searching for answers about what’s expected of him—a bullied kid who’s trying to save his grandfather and maybe even the whole world. Each short chapter opens with a few stanzas of poetry that set up Relic’s adventures and provide a sampling of award-winner Coelho’s talents as a poet. The momentum of the storytelling, We’s full-page and spot art illustrations, and the combination of prose and poetry come together to create a portrait of an unlikely hero that unfolds in a fantastic middle-grade voice. Readers will arrive at the end impatient for the next series entry. Final art not seen. A trilogy opener that will grant readers’ wishes for an accessible, enchanting, action-packed fantasy. (illustrated character profiles) (Fantasy. 9-13)

9780063389533 SOME OF US ARE BRAVE FARUQI, SAADIA MS
School Library Journal, 12/31/2025
Gr 5–7—In 2017, Hurricane Harvey came into Houston and brought historic rainfall and flooding. In Faruqi's latest, readers follow three teens who are caught in the storm and must rely on one other to make it out. Pakistani American Yasir dreams of becoming a soccer superstar but has a lot on his shoulders as the man of the house. Mona, who is described as "third-generation American by way of England, France, India, and Pakistan," has a great family, but her parents seem to think that their careers are more important than her and her brother. Meanwhile Cody, who is white, does not have a good home life with a dad who takes out his struggles with PTSD on his family. As the characters' lives interconnect, readers learn that each one has a fear they try to hide from the world; when they all find themselves alone during Hurricane Harvey, they must band together to survive. Faruqi brings this devastating natural event to life with the authentic details embedded into the narrative while showing the resilience of Houston. Skillfully included are legends from all cultures about how floods were used against mankind. VERDICT Readers will root for these well-written protagonists with distinct points of view; this is a great purchase for elementary and middle schools.—Heather Lassley Copyright 2026 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 12/14/2025
Hurricane Harvey brings epiphanies and unlikely friendships. In Houston, Texas, in 2017, the worlds of three middle schoolers collide. Pakistani American Yasir Manzoor wants to become eighth grade soccer team captain. White and South Asian American Mona Jennings-Shah is a talented artist who’s fascinated by flood stories from world mythology. Cody Bevin, who’s white, is the current soccer team captain—and a bully who’s been raised on racist, anti-immigrant propaganda. The hurricane compels them to face their worst fears, which don’t seem as scary when they’re surrounded by people who are willing to help. Faruqi turns her firsthand experience of the hurricane into a powerful work of fiction, much like Mona who continues to sketch, creating beauty amid disaster. The author depicts Mona’s struggles with sensitivity and insight; she helps care for her younger brother, Omar, while her parents travel to academic conferences. The evolving relationship arc between Yasir and Cody is moving: Both boys learn more about each other, going beyond initial impressions. Instead of oversimplifications that classify people as heroes or villains, Faruqi puts her characters into situations where their innate goodness can shine. The supporting cast members, especially Omar, Yasir’s mother, and a dog named Killer, infuse the story with joy and unconditional love. Weather reports add a realistic touch, and the flood myths from different cultures allow readers to reflect on how humans make sense of natural calamities through stories. A heartwarming, skillfully wrought tale of courage, forgiveness, and new beginnings. (author’s note) (Fiction. 8-12)

9780316446419
BIRDY

MOSS, N WEST MS
Horn Book Guide, 12/31/2025
Eleven-year-old Birdy and her younger brother, Mouse, leave New York City to live with distant cousins upstate after their mother's death. Birdy is skeptical of the elderly Mitzie and Shadow because of their advanced age, their rural location, her own complicated grieving, and her longstanding role as Mouse's protector. When another relative is located in Maine and joins them upstate, Birdy is even less welcoming, but she slowly warms up to Uncle Clay. Just as the siblings seem likely to have a permanent home, Birdy's earlier bad decisions put that outcome at risk. Moss does an excellent job of bringing readers into the protagonist's thoughts, making her standoffish behavior feel logical rather than alienating and showing how she evolves in her understanding of how to grieve a loving but imperfect parent. The book's celebration of found family is heartfelt; the relationships change each of the characters in turn. The story is slightly less successful when it addresses Birdy's relationship to the wider community -- a plot thread involving a mean girl is only somewhat satisfyingly resolved -- but as a whole the book is an emotionally complex portrait of a tween at a turning point in her life, offering readers a cathartic and engrossing narrative experience. Sarah Rettger

Booklist Starred Reviews, 10/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "*Starred Review* This coming-of-age novel delivers a profound exploration of grief, resilience, and the enduring bond between siblings. Eleven-year-old Birdy and her younger brother, Mouse, have always relied on each other. When their mother dies of cancer, they’re uprooted from their New York City apartment to spend the summer upstate with distant relatives they’ve never met. At Mitzie and Shadow’s rural home, introverted and anxious Birdy struggles to trust any adult or accept comfort, retreating instead into books and her journal. It isn’t easy to say thank you all the time, share home-cooked meals, and even have the freedom to play outside. Innocent and exuberant Mouse, by contrast, quickly delights in the attention of their warm, if unconventional, hosts—and forms an easy bond with Uncle Clay, their mother’s outdoors-loving younger brother. As they await their social worker’s looming deadline to place them elsewhere, Birdy develops a backup plan that, if discovered, could abruptly upend any new feelings of security. First-time novelist Moss’ nuanced portrayal of mourning, paired with richly drawn characters, creates a deeply affecting read. The narrative's unhurried pace allows space for Birdy’s emotions to unfold, making her gradual emergence from sorrow both believable and deeply moving. This resonant story celebrates the healing power of connection and the hope found in chosen family."

9780063321786 EACH AND EVERY SPARK SWINARSKI, CLAIRE MS
Booklist, 01/31/2026
Grades 4-7 - "Swinarski (What Happened to Rachel Riley?, 2023) brings history into the present through the story of 13-year-old Penny, a hidden painting, and a curious handwritten note. Penny is struggling with her family’s recent move from Wisconsin to Paris, where her mom has been offered a year-long fellowship researching art history. While being uprooted is difficult for Penny, the biggest issue she wrestles with is her relationship with art, namely trying to understand how creating art and beauty still has value in a world beset with “big problems” like global warming, illness, and violence. Into this conundrum, Swinarski slides a second story line of two Parisian sisters who become involved in the French Resistance from 1943–44. To do this, she taps into the very real efforts of French citizens to hide works of art from the Nazis. When Penny’s mother is summoned to assess a portrait found inside a building’s wall, Penny becomes obsessed with unraveling the mystery surrounding the painting, making personal discoveries along the way that help her find a fresh perspective on her own circumstances."

Kirkus Review, 01/14/2026
During World War II, a girl becomes embroiled with the French Resistance; in the present day, another girl investigates her story. In November 1943, 13-year-old Marie Bonnet and her older sister, Héloise, are living alone in Nazi-occupied Paris. Their father was ordered to go work in Germany earlier that year, and their mother died long ago. When Marie discovers that Héloise has been working for the Resistance, she jumps at the chance to help too. She’s initially assigned small tasks, like leaving flyers on park benches, but her responsibilities soon escalate to transporting artwork to hide from the Nazis. In the contemporary timeline, Penny Marks has recently (and begrudgingly) moved with her family from Wisconsin to Paris for her art historian mother’s one-year teaching fellowship. While accompanying Mom to a work site where a mysterious painting has been found within a wall, Penny discovers and secretly takes a letter that’s hidden behind the plaster. She’s intrigued to discover that it alludes to Marie’s involvement in the Resistance, and she begins researching what happened. In alternating chapters, both white-presenting girls learn of the ripple effects that seemingly small actions can have. The parallel storylines are well-paced and engaging, although Penny’s arc incorporates multiple topics—defunding the arts, a terrorist attack, her brother’s health scare, friendship drama—that would have benefited from further development. A moving story showing that even the smallest sparks of resistance can ignite change. (author’s note) (Fiction. 8-12)

9781728298337 THE LAST GREAT HEIR FINN, CARINA MS
Booklist, 12/31/2024
Grades 4-7 - "The Feast and Famine families have long been rivals, and generational duels sort out who will rule Fauret and keep the local demon in check. The Feasts have been in charge for generations, focusing on pleasure and parties, while the more austere Famine family focuses on caring for the less well–off residents of the kingdom. Rue Famine and Merriment Feast are the next two heirs who will come of age, and though they’ve each been raised to distrust the opposing family, neither of the girls desires to take part in the dangerous rite of passage. When a series of unexpected events uncovers hidden truths, the heirs’ eyes are opened to each other’s world, driving them to stop the terrible traditions at any cost. It’s a compelling series opener, and the “feast versus famine” conceit works wonderfully, making it clear that neither approach is perfect in its extremes. The unusual adventure is incredibly creative and atmospheric, and it’s impossible not to root for the appealing protagonists. An enchanting entreaty to both follow your heart and examine its prejudices."

Kirkus Review, 12/14/2024
For generations, the heirs of the Feast and Famine families have dueled for control over the land of Fauret and the coveted guardianship of the demon Centurion. Twelve-year-old Rue Famine is expected to succeed where her mother failed, but insufficient training has left her fumbling to master the simplest charms. Her curiosity about the Feasts’ legendary sweets leads Rue to a chance sighting of Merriment Feast, the sparkling embodiment of her family’s decadent reign. Merri has been training with her guardian, Aunt Ambrosia, in hopes of continuing the Feasts’ dominance, but her interest in learning the Famines’ potion work proves a catalyst for the heirs’ parallel paths to cross. As hidden histories and family secrets come to light, it becomes clear that the long-divided houses must reunite. Debut author Finn’s series opener is dense, and the alternating third-person narration struggles due to Rue’s and Merri’s voices being insufficiently distinct. Social class disparities are a central theme in this magical world, which evokes Studio Ghibli films, complete with quaint shops, talking cats, and a collection of entertainingly cagey and mercurial demons. At first, the lore required for effective worldbuilding is limited, while later in the book, a reveal is repeated without sufficient backstory. While the leads are well developed, the late introduction of explanatory information about supporting characters could pose a challenge to young readers’ comprehension. Most characters present white. A charming setting and appealing premise are let down by uneven execution. (recipe) (Fantasy. 10-13)

9781728298375 THE UNBREAKABLE CROWN FINN, CARINA MS book 2 in series

9781250782786 SPACE CHASERS : 2 : TO THE MOON MELVIN, LELAND MS book 2 in series, NBMS has book 1
Kirkus Review, 12/14/2025
In this second series entry, an 11-year-old budding astronaut must use his mental fortitude and emotional acuity to work with his team and reach his true potential. Steven Amiabelle, a Black boy who’s a wheelchair user, is training in NASA’s Neutral Buoyancy Lab when he injures his shoulder during an exercise. He returns home to recover, only to be babied by his mother and persecuted by his school bully. Steven’s grades drop, and he renews his determination to return to Houston and the STEAM Team. Steven, who has cerebral palsy, works on physical and occupational therapy exercises, and reunites with his teammates, ready to learn about living on the Moon. Major Allen Bolden from NASA’s Office of Safety and Mission Assurance joins the kids—he’ll be traveling with them during their second try at a successful space mission. Moon Base Alpha offers new challenges for Steven and the rest of the STEAM Team. The challenges of navigating miscommunication and interpersonal dynamics will resonate with readers who have played team sports or participated in group activities. Moonquakes help maintain tension in the narrative, accentuating the multiracial team’s dynamics. Co-author Melvin, an engineer and educator who’s a former NASA astronaut and NFL player, brings firsthand experience to this entertaining tale. Acton’s engaging illustrations enhance the characterization and bring the varied settings to life. A fascinating look at the interdependence inherent in negotiating both space travel and friendships. (authors’ note) (Graphic science fiction. 8-12)

9781639935017 THE CURSE OF THE LOST CAVE BEARCE, STEPHANIE MS
Booklist, 12/31/2025
Grades 3-6 - "Raven Gallows and the Truth Trackers are back, and this time, they’re on a treasure hunt. Following revelations about her mother in The Secret of Moonrise Manor (2025), Raven has a lot on her mind when a discovery in her town leads her and her three pals to join the search for a lost local treasure. The discovery coincides inconveniently with Sassafras Springs’ Outlaw Days, a festival that celebrates the crime-filled history of their small Missouri town. All four of the amateur detectives play a part in the festivities, which bring plenty of out-of-towners, many of whom catch treasure fever and become competition for the Truth Trackers, who come to realize that there’s more than treasure at stake. With real-life historical figures and a handful of puzzles readers can solve on their own, The Curse of the Lost Cave reads a bit like a more sophisticated 39 Clues. This second mystery can stand on its own and is even better than the first in the series."

Kirkus Review, 11/14/2025
Ciphers, family secrets, and scary rivals challenge a squad of small-town sleuths on the track of hidden treasure in this sequel to The Secret of Moonrise Manor (2025). As the Ozarks town of Sassafras Springs gears up for its annual Outlaw Days, 12-year-old Raven and the three other members of the Truth Trackers Detective Agency (“Who you gonna call? Truth Trackers!”) follow a series of ciphered messages from the Civil War era that might lead to a legendary stash of Confederate gold. Unfortunately, mysterious others are on the same trail—and not above a bit of phone theft, lab trashing, or even assault to beat the young detectives to the glittery prize. Amid all the clue-finding and code-breaking, the author tucks in nods to Edgar Allan Poe in the form of her protagonist’s name, the mysterious Dupin Society, and other references as she trots in multiple suspects and red herrings, an evil corporation, a treasure-hunting vlogger, a surprise villain, and whiffs of real danger at the climax. Even though Bearce sometimes seems to be working off a writer’s checklist, the sparky cast and tongue-in-cheek rural vibe add plenty of life to a quickly paced caper in which the stakes are high, the level of violence is (relatively) low, and the close is awash in rich rewards and just deserts. Main characters read white, and one Truth Trackers member is cued Chinese American. A sure-handed pleaser for young detectives. (Mystery. 8-12)

9781639933266 THE SECRET OF MOONRISE MANOR BEARCE, STEPHANIE MS
Booklist, 11/30/2024
Grades 3-6 - Grades 3-6 - Grades 3-6 - "Raven Gallows’ mother passed away six years ago, leaving her and her older sister under the care of a grandmother and aunt while her father is away on work. Together, the family runs the small-town funeral home. Raven is a serious science enthusiast while her best friend, Cosmina, dabbles in the paranormal. Events take an interesting turn when the pair accidentally discovers a dead body in the wall of a nearby hotel. When Raven finds her mother’s precious locket in the pockets of the mummified man, she, Cosmina, and two other friends join forces to solve the mystery. Sneakiness and rule-breaking ensue, but these behaviors are tempered by excellent educational moments and clearly established family values that are highlighted without becoming dogmatic. In a spooky but delightful way, this mystery is a cross between Scooby Doo and The Addams Family. Clearly a series-starter, Bearce’s debut will hold appeal for middle-grade scientists, budding detectives, and perhaps those with a taste for ghost hunting."

Kirkus Review, 11/30/2024
Aided by her friends, 12-year-old Raven Gallows finds a mummy and attempts to solve a murder, which provides a lead for an investigation into her own mother’s death. With their dad on an archaeological dig in Chile, Raven and her older sister, Annabel Lee, live and work with Grams and Aunt Lenore at the family’s funeral home. Recently, Raven’s best friend, Cosmina, received an unusual message from a spirit guide concerning Evangeline, Raven’s art historian mom who passed away years ago under mysterious circumstances. When the friends go to the renowned haunted hotel Moonrise Manor to communicate with Cosmina’s guide, Raven crashes into a wall, exposing a mummified body. The duo—plus new friend Miles and tech-savvy Eric—resolve to learn who murdered the man and enclosed him in the wall. The many Edgar Allan Poe references and quotes give this contemporary tale a gothic feel. As the characters race to expose the killer, the Ozarks setting of Sassafras Springs, Missouri, with its razor’s edge ridges, plays its own role in building the tension. Meanwhile, everything Raven uncovers during her investigation about art heists and a secret society convinces her that the mummy is somehow linked to her mother. Most main characters read white; Eric is cued Chinese American. Offers ghoulish thrills and the promise of more adventures ahead. (discussion questions) (Mystery. 8-12)

9780593813171 THE DRAGON'S APPRENTICE RILEY, JAMES MS
Booklist, 02/28/2025
Grades 4-6 - Grades 4-6 - "Hints of a thousand-year-old catastrophe emerge when young Ciara discovers in an old tower both a surprisingly interactive old diary and Scorch the dragon, newly awakened from a long sleep. Reluctantly agreeing to teach the child elementary magic before flying off to find out what happened to his fellow dragons, the grumpy drake finds that his new student is a quick study but bad at following orders—and is also pursued by a ruthless Warden working the townsfolk to death in nearby mines. While setting the stage for backstory revelations and a large-scale conflict to come, this series opener features a properly tumultuous climactic rescue. The pairing of a rousingly stubborn, budding mage with a gruff but kindhearted teacher who occasionally breathes fire is undeniably entertaining, and well before ending on a cliff-hanger, the author makes it clear that none of this should be taken too seriously. After all, as he has one character declare: “Real magic isn’t the friends we made along the way. It’s much more about shooting giant fireballs from your fingers.”"

Kirkus Review, 01/31/2025
Can a 12-year-old girl and a dragon awakened from a 1,000-year nap save the world? In the Draconic Empire, magic is forbidden outside the imperial bloodline. Any other magic use will summon the Revenants, who killed the dragons and the mighty Dragon Mage a millennium ago. Or will it? Five years ago, Ciara found Dragon Mage apprentice Bianca’s magical journal. Bianca’s exuberant, irreverent entries describe a warm (“She’s a hugger”), generous mage with “tawny-brown skin” who wanted dragons to teach all humans to use magic. Living in a mining village that’s been devastated by its cruel Warden’s greed and the Skael Cough that killed her father, Ciara yearns for magical assistance. Then, with the journal’s help, she accidentally wakens a long-sleeping dragon. Can Scorch, who was Bianca’s magister, teach Ciara magic so she can save both her town and her ailing mother? With the Warden willing to ravage and kill for the journal, the cliffhanger ending promises more peril to come. This fast-paced adventure’s hilariously dry humor may not prepare readers for the utter despair of other elements of the story. The characters are memorable and sympathetic, especially impulsive, brave Ciara, who’s cued white, and snarky, protective Scorch, both of whom are guilt-ridden for different reasons. They share the main narration, sometimes confusingly switching viewpoints within scenes. Avid fantasy readers will appreciate the complex magic system. Alternately humorous and heartrending, this lively fantasy will have wide appeal. (Draconic spells) (Fantasy. 9-12)

9780593813218
REVENANTS RETURN
 RILEY, JAMES MS

Booklist, 12/31/2025
Grades 4-6 - "Taking a (somewhat) more serious tone in this volume, Riley raises the stakes while introducing both the main villain and a potential new friend for apprentice wizard Ciara—if she can only overcome her pigheaded conviction that he’s a bad guy, too, and stop treating him like dirt. With only the best of intentions, Prince Aiden arrives in the village of Skael at the head of a small army, determined to persuade Ciara to accompany him back to the palace with a certain long-hidden sentient spellbook. Sure that he’s bad, Ciara tries casting a truth spell that makes a little bell ding when he lies; unfortunately, she casts it over the entire town, which makes for plenty of amusing dialogue, since she herself is an inveterate liar. Even more unfortunately, Aidan’s scheming autocratic father turns up just as stunning revelations emerge about his connection to the shadowy revenants who years ago caused the supposed deaths of nearly all wizards and dragons. This episode, too, ends on a cliff-hanger—and a hint that all is not as hopeless as it seems."

Kirkus Review, 12/14/2025
In this sequel to 2025’s The Dragon’s Apprentice, an impulsive apprentice, a crotchety dragon, and an enigmatic prince clash over the truth of the ancient past. Having found her ancestor Bianca’s spellbook, awakened dragon Scorch from a thousand-year nap, learned magic, and helped save her town, 12-year-old Ciara’s next challenge is teaching magic to her friend Meg. Scorch, Ciara’s teacher, is appalled: When his apprentice Bianca attempted to teach magic to a non-apprentice, it brought about an invasion of Revenants and led to war. Fortunately—or unfortunately—the arrival of Prince Aiden, the Emperor’s son who’s about Ciara’s age, sends them all into hiding. Convinced Aiden and his father are evil, Ciara sets out with her usual panache to prove she’s right, provoking Scorch’s fury. But the powerfully magical Aiden turns out to be annoyingly friendly and helpful. He claims he can prove Revenants are real. Is he telling the truth? Memorable characters, nuanced relationships, a complex magic system, laugh-out-loud humor, deadly peril, and a cliffhanger ending combine in this fast-paced sequel. Hotheaded, insouciant Ciara is tremendous fun, whether she’s riding roughshod over Scorch’s pained attempts at reason or being thwarted by Aiden’s unflappable good cheer. The story goes beneath the surface, though. As they explore questions of truth, trust, and illusion, the characters experience genuine growth. Aiden has “russet-brown skin” and “dark brown hair,” and other major human characters present white. A hilarious, swift-paced, thoughtful, and heartbreaking fantasy adventure. (guide to Draconic words) (Fantasy. 9-13)

9798217124961 DESTROYER OF MAGIC RILEY, JAMES MS book 3 in series
9781665959988 EUROPA PONTI, JAMES MS book 7 in series

9780593698808
FOREVER ROGUE

MCMANN, LISA MS book 7 in series
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9780063326545 OPAL WATSON : A CASE MOST FOWL  THURMAN, BRITTANY J MS book 2 in series
Kirkus Review, 12/31/2025
In this second series entry, Black seventh grader Opal Watson is busy trying to locate a missing bird and solve a century-old mystery. Opal is hoping to track down more information about a woman whose photo appeared in a clipping from the notable African American newspaper the Chicago Defender. Her name was Maude Watson, and she was an agent who disappeared in 1905; Opal believes she may be a long-lost relative. Trying to crack codes and ciphers left by Maude puts all her skills to the test, and she must rely on her friends and parents for help. Before long, she also finds herself entangled in exposing a possible bird-smuggling ring: Blizzard, an unusual bird belonging to Piper, the sister of Opal’s former bully, Jake, was taken from her birdcage. Opal lives with retinitis pigmentosa, a degenerative eye condition, but she refuses to let it stop her sleuthing. She makes use of her trusty cane, Pinkerton, and the app designed by her mother for identifying items in low-light conditions. Thurman’s writing is witty and humorous, but she also addresses forgotten history and serious topics like bullying and self-doubt. The story moves at a brisk pace, keeping the momentum going as clues surface and puzzles come together. Themes of forgiveness and collaboration emerge as Opal navigates her complicated feelings toward Jake, while also experiencing moments of longing for Meme Augustine, her beloved grandmother who lives in New Orleans. A witty, fast-paced mystery that balances clever sleuthing with heartfelt moments. (Mystery. 8-12)

9780063326491 OPAL WATSON : PRIVATE EYE  THURMAN, BRITTANY J MS
Booklist, 04/30/2025
Grades 3-5 - "A popular Pinna podcast gets the novel treatment in this first book in a new series for middle-grade readers. After spending the summer with her grandmother in Louisiana, Opal Watson is back home and already has a case. Her friend Madison is hearing noise in her apartment that may or may not have to do with the renovations her building is undergoing in an effort to keep it open. What seems like it may be an open-and-shut case soon turns into a mystery of historic proportions. Madison and Opal’s cousin, Frank, are fun characters who add humor and excitement to the story. Opal has retinitis pigmentosa, a degenerative eye disease, and readers will get to experience some of the difficulties and training she does to help with her vision. Fans of the podcast and readers new to Opal's world won't want to miss her newest case, and they'll be eagerly awaiting the next book in the series."

chool Library Journal Starred, 03/31/2025
Gr 5 Up—Thurman's engaging middle grade mystery introduces the sharp and observant Opal Watson, a budding detective navigating life's challenges while solving puzzles within her historic Chicago apartment building. After spending the summer in New Orleans with her beloved grandmother, 12-year-old Opal returns home to find her family's building in the midst of stressful renovations. Strange noises, mysterious drafts, and growing tensions among residents spark her curiosity. Using her keen observational skills and her trusty cane, Pinkerton, she unravels secrets that could change everything for her family, friends, and the community she holds dear. Opal, who is Black, is a relatable protagonist readers will root for. Her detective instincts are balanced with the everyday concerns of middle school (friendships, schoolwork, and family dynamics), making her an engaging and well-rounded character. The novel thoughtfully explores themes of resilience, identity, and community, while seamlessly incorporating Opal's experience with retinitis pigmentosa. Her use of a cane, her awareness of her surroundings, and her independence are depicted with nuance and care, offering meaningful representation that never feels forced. Fans of the Opal Watson: Private Eye podcast will appreciate the references to past cases, creating a natural bridge from the audio drama to this novel. It's a smart, layered mystery with an unforgettable heroine, ideal for readers who enjoy a slow-burning puzzle with rich character development and a strong sense of place. VERDICT A must-buy for middle grade collections, especially where contemporary mysteries circulate well.—Rose Garrett Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781547615025
DEAD ENDS! : FLUKES, FLOPS & FAILURES 
THAT SPARKED MEDICAL MA FITZHARRIS, LINDSEY MS

Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 5-8 - "This is, appropriately, a thoroughly disgusting and sacrilegious book about the misguided ministrations of physicians over the past few millennia as they sought cures for all kinds of ailments based on religious, philosophical, and sometimes whimsical notions. The tone alternates among informative, sensational, irreverent, and tongue-in-cheek (sometimes literally), resulting in engaging and engrossing reading. The fairly lengthy chapters (10 to 20 pages each) concentrate on discrete body parts (skulls, limbs, hearts, blood, guts) and address such concerns as basic functions, common diseases and injuries, notable plagues and disasters, biographical profiles of doctors and patients, and graphic descriptions of the well-intentioned—but often deplorable—experiments, operations, and medications that eventually led to medical breakthroughs. Descriptions of period living conditions in various cultures provide social context; facts about health and hygiene integrate effortlessly as previous misconceptions are explored and skewered, and there’s reassuring information about contemporary practices. Multiple sidebars and humorous illustrations support the text; ample chapter notes and lists of references provide fodder for further exploration. Good luck keeping this gross one on library shelves once kids hear about it."

School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2025
Gr 5 Up—An informative and entertaining dive into the successes and failures of medical history. Fitzharris's latest title introduces readers to the world of medicine long before the tried-and-true methods used by doctors today. Fascinating, often perplexing, information is included throughout, such as a doctor who thought he should remove the colon from his patients or a surgeon who would keep his bloody knife between his teeth during amputations. There are also plenty of examples, as the title states, of medical marvels stumbled upon by doctors trying to find cures for a disease or trying to make humans live forever. Chapters are named by the part of the body being discussed and illustrations enhance the text. Fitzharris excels at making medical history accessible to young readers, simplifying topics and defining medical terms. This is an engaging title with a multitude of positive messages: keep trying, everyone makes mistakes, and be open to new ideas. It is important to note, this book may be off-putting to some. Descriptions of historical medical practices, while not graphic, can be gross or disturbing. VERDICT Another excellent title from Fitzharris. Recommended for all middle schools.—Lisa Buffi Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9780593886625
INVISIBLE : THE (SORT OF) TRUE STORY OF 
ME AND MY HIDDEN DIS SOREN, DAVID MS

Kirkus Review, 08/31/2025
In this work that draws upon the authorâ€™s life, a young Canadian cartoonist dealing with chronic illness comes into his own. J.J. Sugar has a strange companion: Norm, the monstrous personification of his Crohnâ€™s disease. A raucous biker who seems determined to make J.J.â€™s life a nightmare, heâ€™s a lot to handle on top of symptoms, medications, and navigating the transition from elementary to middle school. J.J. has strong family support, including a mom who shares his illness, a quirky best friend, and an intense passion for drawing. But hiding his invisible disability brings a lot of pressure. He realizes that â€œthe whole concept of â€˜normalâ€™ is a GIGANTIC PROBLEM and desperately needs to be fixed.â€� Soren repeatedly emphasizes that disclosing personal challenges can lead to camaraderie and support and that most people have something theyâ€™re self-conscious about. While some readers will be inspired by J.J.â€™s personal arc, others may wish that the book mentioned privacy as a valid choice separate from shame or embarrassment. The story is strongest when its spry humor and J.J.â€™s passion for comics and cartoons shine through. Heâ€™s confident in his talent and observant of the foibles of those around him as well as his own. The black-and-white spot illustrations throughout are dynamic and humorous. Unfortunately, much of the narrative is taken up with overdone metaphorical disability monsters, and thereâ€™s a questionable story about a Punjabi snake charmer. The main cast appears white. Lively and well intentioned. (Fiction. 8-12)

Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 4-6 - "In a lively narrative enriched with comics pages and cartoon caricatures, Soren records his long relationship with Norm, a gruffly genial ogre that became a nearly constant companion following his diagnosis with Crohn’s disease at age eight. Keeping the tone light as he goes, with guest appearances from the Anxiety Fairy, a gremlin named Side Effect, and other metaphorical flights, he offers his take on living with a disability or a chronic illness (whether visible or, like his, otherwise) that not only retraces gleeful experiences as a talented preteen artist who took first steps toward a career as a professional animator by creating a set of coveted teacher trading cards and later lying about his age to get into a college art workshop but also lays out a pathway from stubborn denial and humiliation to self-acceptance that may prove helpful, or at least reassuring, to readers with relatable physical challenges. “Am I supposed to be scared of you?” he asks Norm at their first meeting. “Up to you,” is the reply."

9781536217438
VANISHING OF LAKE PEIGNEUR : A GRAPHIC 
NOVEL BASED ON A TRUE WOLF, ALLAN MS

School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 4–7—The morning of November 20, 1980 started like any other day on Lake Peigneur—a freshwater lake two miles across, 10 feet deep, and "shaped like a Louisiana butter bean." But that day proved to be anything but ordinary when a massive whirlpool opened in the lake, pulling in billions of gallons of water along with an oil derrick, barges, trees, and structures along the shoreline. This graphic novel recounts the harrowing stories of the people who witnessed the lake's shocking disappearance. The narrative shifts perspectives among the witnesses who nearly lost their lives in the disaster, creating tension and highlighting the chaos and confusion of that extraordinary morning. Readers will be in suspense over what happened to the lake until the book's conclusion when causes of the disaster are revealed. While the story of Lake Peigneur is true, there are some fictional elements, such as composite characters, an abbreviated time line, and narration by Lake Peigneur itself. However, facts are carefully distinguished from fiction in the book's back matter and are drawn from quality sources, including interviews with survivors and the use of primary documents. Digital illustrations with muted, retro-feel colors support the narrative and provide details that enhance an understanding of what happened at Lake Peigneur, including maps and diagrams. VERDICT Readers who enjoy true-life mysteries and survival stories will be pulled into this book and inspired to learn more about this little-known but fascinating event.—Danielle Sachdeva Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 4-8 - "Though Wolf's story is based on actual events (which inspired his recent novel, Junius Leak and the Spiraling Vortex of Doom), there are equal parts drama, horror, adventure, and environmental warning here. Detailed narration by Lake Peigneur itself, supported by soft linework and lucid, specific settings, ground the proceedings and give it a powerful sense of place while simultaneously infusing it with warm humanity. This keeps the narrative informative, even in moments of greatest shock and suspense, as a salt-drilling operation causes (maybe) a rupture within the local geology, creating a vast sinkhole, which sucks the lake and everything in it down into . . . who really knows? Ultimately, this is a story about the many lives—those of fishermen, boat crews, drill teams, and even dogs—caught in the disaster. Over and over, we are told that this would be a good time to panic; but those involved did not, and several are eventually recognized with awards of heroism “for their cool-headed actions and leadership,” as reported in comprehensive back matter. Finally, our story proves quite hopeful, about both human wherewithal and the resilience of nature."

9780593902332
ANCIENT EGYPT (HISTORY SMASHERS)

MESSNER, KATE MS
Booklist, 10/31/2025
Grades 3-6 - "Ancient Egypt has been an ongoing source of fascination for centuries, so it’s no wonder that some myths have persisted. This newest History Smashers entry tackles the wide-ranging topic with enthusiasm, gently guiding readers through millennia of misinformation. After laying some geographical guidelines, Messner digs right into the civilization’s beginnings and plows through to its eventual demise. There’s an important emphasis on the fact that historians and archaeologists are often making best guesses on specifics and that new discoveries naturally lead to updates. Many common assumptions are challenged (the use of the word pharaoh, the reason for the Sphinx’s missing nose, the legend of Tutankhamun’s curse), and there is a refreshingly in-depth discussion of appropriated artifacts and the current repatriation process. The engaging writing reads as casual but informative; mischievous comments and questions lend a light tone. Occasional papyrus scrolls contain extra anecdotes, and comic strips and cartoon embellishments add entertaining visual interest. Even established Egypt enthusiasts are sure to learn something new in this excellent overarching introduction."

School Library Journal Starred, 09/30/2025
Gr 4–7—At its core, this title understands the endless appeal of Ancient Egypt, which has held generations of kids in its thrall. Messner brings readers on an engaging journey through chronology of Ancient Egypt, from pyramids and mummies to assassination plots and rumors of curses. The book's combination of cartoon illustrations, historical photographs, and comic strip sections will appeal to all sorts of readers, and its humorous tone facilitates information and the introduction of new vocabulary. Messner's inclusion of the controversies around Egyptian archeological excavations and looting by Europeans during the 19th century (and onward) is particularly impressive in its nuance and delivery. An index, back matter, and extensive bibliography make this book an excellent option for classroom usage. VERDICT The latest entry in the massively popular "History Smashers" series is accurate, entertaining, and compulsively readable—a must-purchase for library and classroom collections alike.—Molly Saunders Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781419771163 KINDRED DRAGONS : 1 MENSINGA, SARAH MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/30/2025
Grades 4-8 - "*Starred Review* In a windswept corner of Prince Edward Island where a few anointed girls await their own dragon egg as a rite of passage, Alice fervently hopes for her moment, even though she knows she’s not the chosen kind. No egg will be coming for her—she’s too ordinary yet too fanciful. But when she stumbles upon a cranky, aging dragon named Brimstone living hermit-like in the forest, her offer of blueberries wins his friendship. Ailing and abandoned, Brim needs help; Alice’s quest to reunite him with his Kindred reveals buried family regrets, the townspeople’s hidden distrust of dragons, and her own wondrous discovery that she shares the rare gift of deep dragon connection. Alice’s bond with Brim glows at the book’s heart—fierce, tender, and utterly transformative. Headstrong, vulnerable, compassionate, and endlessly full of stories, Alice is a luminous, relatable heroine, worthy of comparison to Anne of Green Gables. Mensinga spins a gentle fantasy threaded with big feelings—grief and wonder, betrayal and belonging. She populates her period tale with a diverse cast of people (and dragons), while her art is quietly spectacular: soft pastels fill crisp linework in clever layouts and well-paced panels. With whimsical touches of world building and a vividly evoked historical setting, the story blends specificity with sweep. A tale of rule-breaking, reconciliation, and rousing, rapturous dragon rides—this one will sweep you up in its glorious wings."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 07/31/2025
A girl dreams of a dragon of her own. Poking around on Prince Edward Island under her grandmother’s watchful eye, Alice is sullen as her friends begin to receive dragon eggs to care for. In Alice’s world, heavily inspired by Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables (1908), dragons are linked to “kindred” humans for life; they work as a team and ultimately even die together. Being a kindred runs in families, however, and because Alice’s grandmother adopted her children, she won’t pass down the gift. But with the help of Brim, an elderly dragon skulking around the nearby woods, Alice discovers that she possesses a unique talent—one that will help her protect Brim as he grows ill. This graphic novel offers an intricate vision of early-19th-century rural Canada. With grace and consideration, Mensinga touches on relationships between women and girls, concepts of adoptive and found family, and class conflict. Her illustrations are a joy; muted pastel drawings invoke both the quiet beauty of rural life and the lyrical elegance of dragons at rest and in flight. Middle-grade readers seeking meaning and adventure will appreciate Alice’s steadfast commitment to defending and caring for these majestic beasts. Alice has pale, freckled skin, her grandmother is brown-skinned, and their community is diverse. At once tender and bold, a thoughtful, lovely fantasy. (Graphic fantasy. 9-13)

9781459841536

SMART MACHINES : HOW AI IS CHANGING 
OUR WORLD
 BECKER, HELAINE MS

Booklist Starred Reviews, 10/31/2025
Grades 4-8 - "*Starred Review* This inviting offering features a unique emphasis on weighing the positive and negative aspects of AI. Multiple examples of everyday smart machines (along with cutting-edge and possible futuristic uses) are paired with “Gray Zone” insets that identify the downsides of each application. The readable text explains how humanlike robots and task-driven devices have evolved over centuries, explaining how past iterations (invariably beset with problems and limitations) were designed to address very specific problems, and how current and seemingly ubiquitous applications still continue to create issues (exploitation of natural resources, loss of human dignity, environmental impacts, etc.). There are nuanced discussions exploring the limitations of AI when it comes to advanced reasoning and tasks involving intuition, humor, sarcasm, bias, ethics, or figuring out idioms; additional topics include human neurological systems, cyberterrorism and deepfakes, robot caregivers, and profiles of past and current AI innovators (supported by substantial back matter). Information is laid out in logical sequence; numerous sidebars offer kid-friendly facts, definitions, and statistics; and pages are filled with graphics, illustrations, photos, flowcharts, models, diagrams, and other visuals. There’s a plethora of recent titles on AI out there, but STEAM collections will still want to include this substantial and attractive guide."

School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2025
Gr 5 Up—This timely addition to the "Orca Think" series provides basic information on the obvious questions: What can AI accomplish? How reliable are the answers from an AI query? The book's greatest strength is demystifying how AI systems function. The author excels at making complex concepts accessible through clear explanations and effective visual aids that support diverse learning styles. Building logically from familiar concepts like machine learning and large language models, the text illuminates their similarities and differences. A critical and helpful example is describing artificial neural networks (ANN) as they augment LLM and machine learning. Becker gives a "sandwich" analogy—input layer, hidden layers, and output layer—which helps readers grasp AI algorithms and understand fundamental differences between AI queries and traditional Google searches. What is particularly valuable are concrete examples of AI's limitations and failures. A critical component of early ChatGPT chatbots' training was Wikipedia. Now a feedback loop—chatbots modifying and writing the Wikipedia entries—can lead to unreliable outputs and hallucinations. This is crucial context for understanding several of AI's current challenges and foibles. The book's final section methodically examines nine ethical considerations in AI research, including privacy concerns, "do no harm," and sustainability. Practical resources enhance the book's utility: for example, details about programs for students who want to be AI changemakers. Back matter includes a table of contents, a glossary, a list of resources for follow-up research, and a robust index. VERDICT A must-buy for libraries where patrons are actively using AI tools or considering AI-related careers, this is equally valuable for those developing instruction on research methodologies, digital literacy, or copyright ethics.—Amy Thurow Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9780593616321
TIME LIONS AND THE CHRONO-LOOP
  SUTHERLAND, KRYSTAL MS

Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 5-8 - "Twins Patrick and Pearl’s secret passions involve creative inventions, new discoveries, and historical exploration. With the help of Pearl’s creation, the Chrono-loop, the twins travel back in time and accidentally change the course of history with one tiny misstep. In an effort to undo the damage, they meet the leaders of TIME (The Interdimensional Misconduct Enquiry), who ensure time travelers don’t disrupt history. TIME is at odds with a new start-up company whose leader hopes to change all negative aspects of history in order to create a future utopia. Patrick and Pearl must decide which team to join. Do they think history should remain the same, or should they improve the world wherever (and whenever) they can? The fast-paced story includes healthy doses of Sri Lankan heritage, world history, and science in a way that keeps readers engaged while learning. With the door left open for a sequel, this genre-bending sf adventure will be the next series to recommend to lovers of the Rick Riordan Presents imprint."

Kirkus Review, 08/31/2025
British Sri Lankan twins Patrick and Pearl Amarasinghe hide in plain sight as ordinary London 12-year-olds while secretly moonlighting as historiographical technologists. Mild-mannered Patrick is a gifted archaeologist, adept at several dead languages. Pearl is a brilliant scientist and inventor, aching to be recognized for her genius and open to breaking the law when it suits her. Theyâ€™re both obsessed with ancient Greek and Roman culture, to the dismay of their proudly Sri Lankan father. When one of Pearlâ€™s inventions, the Chrono-Loop, transports the twins back to ancient Egypt, they attract the attention of a secret society called The Interdimensional Misconduct Enquiry (or TIME), who correct timeline deviations made by unauthorized time travelers. The siblings undergo tests for recruitment into TIME, but when they deliberately intervene in a bid to prevent World War I, they lose the opportunityâ€”and all their devices. Crushed, Pearl hands the Chrono-Loop blueprints over to Jack Noon, the head of a mysterious startup called Tempus (The Ethical Management of Past Unjust Stuff), who promises to realize their vision of a utopia. Instead, Noon rules as a dictator, banning all cultures other than Greek and Roman. Realizing theyâ€™ve been deceived, Patrick and Pearl resolve to make things right. With its brisk pace, well-crafted characters, humorous asides, and abundant plot twists, this book offers a fresh take on time-travel adventures. The cliffhanger climax will leave readers eager for the duology closer. A pacy adventure, centering Sri Lankan culture and inventively reimagining time travel. (Science fiction. 10-13)

9780374392611 SOLE SURVIVOR OLLESTAD, NORMAN MS
Kirkus Review, 09/30/2025
In 1979, 11-year-old Norman was the only survivor of a plane crash in Southern California: This is his true story. This book for middle-grade readers, co-authored with Kiely, covers much of the same material as Ollestad’s 2009 memoir for adults, Crazy for the Storm. Flying in a four-seater Cessna with his father, his father’s girlfriend, Sandra, and the pilot, Norman was excited to reach Big Bear to receive his ski-racing trophy. (As a vivid example of his busy childhood, they’d driven the 300 miles there yesterday for Norman to compete—and then driven back to Topanga Canyon in the evening for his hockey game.) But the plane tragically crashed on a mountain in a blizzard. Nothing is sugarcoated; readers encounter graphic descriptions of the pilot and Norman’s dad, who died, and Sandra, who suffered a gaping head wound. Eventually accepting that he had to figure things out on his own, Norman drew upon the extreme training his father had put his “Boy Wonder” through—training that had bullied Norman into facing difficult physical and mental challenges that he feared and resented. During his trek to safety, Norman performed incredible mental and physical feats and encouraged the barely functioning Sandra—until she fell to her death. Norman’s conflicted feelings about the father he’d both idolized and resented are nuanced and satisfyingly resolved. Readers who enjoy nail-biting wilderness stories will be riveted. A tragic, gripping, and inspiring story. (Nonfiction. 10-14)

School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 5–8—This riveting middle grade memoir recounts the harrowing true story of 11-year-old Norman Ollestad, who survived a plane crash in the San Gabriel Mountains during a blizzard. The coauthors weave Ollestad's childhood trauma into a gripping survival narrative, rich with flashbacks that explore themes of resilience, complicated parental love, and self-discovery. The narrative includes heart-racing scenes of ski-racing slopes and surfing Topanga's swells, along with emotional scenes like that of a boy caught between an adventurous father and a domineering stepfather. The crash sequence is cinematic in detail and pulse-pounding in intensity, yet it's Ollestad's grappling with fear, forging independence, and ultimately surviving alone that will resonate most deeply with readers. Fans of Gary Paulsen's Hatchet or Lauren Tarshis's "I Survived" series will find both kinship and catharsis here, though this memoir is uniquely poignant due to its autobiographical roots. With clean, visceral prose and thematic complexity, this book stands out as a survival story and a meditation on identity. VERDICT Highly recommended, especially for older tweens drawn to true stories of grit, growth, and survival against the odds.—Tracey S. Hodges Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781546122364
THE NAZI CONSPIRACY (YOUNG READER'S 
EDITION) : THE SECRET PLOT T MELTZER, BRAD MS

School Library Journal, 09/30/2025
Gr 6 Up—In response to the anti-Semitism around us, Meltzer has written a World War II nonfiction work that does not shy away from describing the horrific atrocities committed against innocent Jews. While the work follows the timeline of WWII, the history of the meeting in Tehran and planning of Operation Overload uncovered by Meltzer will likely not be familiar. Readers may have seen the picture of The Big Three (FDR, Churchill, and Stalin) taken in Tehran, but most will not know the years of planning that went into the meeting and dangers both present and avoided. The text is broken up with black-and-white photos and front pages of newspapers with credit given to Library of Congress and stock-photo owners. While there are many quotes from letters and conversation in the text, there are no footnotes. A selected bibliography and source notes sorted by chapter conclude the work. While the writing style is similar to narrative nonfiction, the nature of the book's content makes for a difficult read at times. Chapters bounce between locations and fronts in a way that builds tension. VERDICT A good choice for large WWII collections.—Sarah Sieg Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 09/14/2025
Was there a fiendish scheme to assassinate three Allied leaders when they met in Tehran in 1943 to plot a decisive assault on the Third Reich? Meltzer and Mensch, who co-authored previous volumes describing attempts to kill George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and John F. Kennedy, have adapted their 2023 edition for adults, presenting young readers with an entertaining, fast-paced yarn. Though the evidence they rely on that the featured scheme ever actually existed is at best circumstantial, they have assembled a vividly rendered historical cast. In addition to better-known figures, readers will encounter people who may be new to them, such as Mike Reilly, the harried head of the U.S. Secret Service, and Austrian Nazi commando Otto Skorzeny. The historical information presented in their broad overview of the Second World War includes Hitler’s quoted goal to “make Germany great again” and Roosevelt’s funeral, all relayed in the present tense. The account of the 1943 Tehran Conference as a meeting designed to pressure the reluctant Churchill into committing to an Allied offensive from the west in the spring of 1944 paints an engrossing picture of the complex personal and political relationships of the three world leaders. Side stories of contemporaneous events, including Skorzeny’s daring rescue of Mussolini from captivity by King Victor Emmanuel III, the assassination of key Japanese admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, and Nazi atrocities at Poland’s Majdanek concentration camp, artfully add drama and emotional intensity. A readable blend of action and historical insight. (note to readers, bibliography, source notes, index) (Nonfiction. 10-14)

9781546158332
AT THE SPEED OF GUS

SCRIMGER, RICHARD MS
School Library Journal, 10/31/2025
Gr 6 Up—Scrimger's latest centers 13-year-old white Canadian Gus Constantine. Gus has just gotten punished at school, and he explains his troubles in a rambling, funny, discursive voice. Gus tells us that he has ADHD, is being treated by a doctor, and gets disciplined in school frequently. As he narrates his life, readers can see how difficult it is for Gus to organize his thoughts. His frequent misbehavior causes a lot of strain on his teachers and his mother, but Gus has an older sister, Ruby, whom he adores (much of the story is about his attempt to visit her at college). Gus narrowly escapes danger as he navigates his own forgetfulness and impulsiveness on his journey to see his sister. The story ends with Gus finally having some social success when he takes a chance at stand-up comedy. This is a coming-of-age tale that is driven more by character than by plot. Gus's stream-of-consciousness narration is entertaining and will resonate with those who are neurodivergent. It could also help others understand their neurodiverse classmates' experiences. Aspects of this book may be confusing to the intended audience, such as Gus's sessions with his doctors and his brief hallucinations. The narration provides interest and amusement, but overall, this is not a very coherent or well-developed story. VERDICT Though flawed, a lightly humorous tale for fans of James Dashner and Carl Hiaasen.—Susan Cox Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 09/30/2025
A young Canadian boy’s mind moves at lightning speed, and so does this heartfelt, hilarious tale. Everyone daydreams, but as Gus’ older sister Ruby says, “Most of us have a big sign over the doorway of our mind: THIS WAY OUT.” Thirteen-year-old Gus has ADHD, and his maze of a brain definitely doesn’t have clearly marked exits. One morning while reading aloud the daily announcements on the school’s loudspeaker, he goes off script in the name of comedy. The secretary, Miss Funn, doesn’t find Gus’ improvisations amusing and instead serves him a two-day suspension. Gus’ adventure begins the moment he walks out of school and gets a call from Ruby, who requests his help moving out of her college dormitory on Vancouver Island. She gives him clear instructions on how to take the ferry and a bus to her school, but of course no journey is quite so linear for Gus. He must deal with his forgetfulness, his wandering thoughts, and even some incredibly realistic hallucinations, all of which lead to a thoughtful conversation with his doctors about the pros and cons of medication. Gus’ breakneck misadventure is both tender and entertaining—an ode to neurodiversity that speaks to the importance of forging one’s own path and serves as a much-needed reminder that all brains are awesome. Gus is white with Macedonian heritage. A funny, whirlwind romp that embraces the beautiful buzz of a busy brain. (Fiction. 9-11)

9780063428324 GOALKEEPER BLOOR, EDWARD MS
Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Bloor’s Goalkeeper picks up where his 1997 book, Tangerine, leaves off. In this sequel, Paul Fisher is finishing the school year at a Catholic school, eager to attend his previous school again in the fall and rejoin their champion soccer team. Over the summer, he makes new friends and even dates a bit. Everything appears to be going well until a new family moves into town with big plans to make everyone a lot of money as sub sandwich franchise owners. Of course, this is a con, but Paul’s dad buys into it. When the venture goes south, Paul finds himself in a dilemma, briefly landing himself in jail. The one-sentence resolution to his prison sentence doesn’t seem like enough, but the overall message of the narrative proves heartwarming and worthwhile. The way Paul handles an eye injury and the need for glasses is particularly touching. Told in quick passages with dates for headings, the book is otherwise chapterless and a breeze to move through. Hand to fans of Kwame Alexander’s Booked (2016) and Shifa Saltagi Safadi’s Kareem Between (2024)."

Kirkus Review, 07/31/2025
Nearly three decades after his debut novel, Tangerine (1997), Bloor returns to Tangerine County, Florida, and his thoughtful, adaptable hero, Paul. Paul is biding time at his new school until he can return to Tangerine Middle, where his soccer teammates eagerly await him. His brother, Erik, is under house arrest while their parents continue to delude themselves about Erik’s trustworthiness. A new family in the development where they live is roping neighbors into supporting their store opening. Bloor’s novel feels slightly overfull and disjointed, with the author exploring Paul’s relationships with his Tangerine Middle crew, his friendship with a Jewish kid (whom he supports when the boy is bullied), his aging grandparents’ visit to a nearby cemetery, and multiple interconnected crimes in town. As in the first book, Paul displays a firm moral compass and a loyalty to the underdog, both of which make him a sympathetic narrator. Despite his good intentions and the outsider experience he’s gleaned from years of being legally blind, he’s still unpacking his white, middle-class privilege, a concept his Latine friends at Tangerine Middle understand far better. Despite the novel’s overstuffed plot (and a storyline that may strain credulity for some), Paul’s appealing voice and the well-depicted soccer scenes combine for a propulsive read. A page-turning reunion with a well-loved character. (Fiction. 10-14)

9781665946544
THE RISE OF NEPTUNE

 REINTGEN, SCOTT MS
Horn Book Guide, 10/31/2025
In this sequel to The Last Dragon on Mars (rev. 1/25), Mars is under attack by aliens from Neptune's largest moon, Triton; and Dread, the newly recognized planetary dragon of Mars, must defend his planet along with his dragoon, Lunar Jones. While Lunar's fighters are destroying the oddly flimsy enemy fleet, Neptune's moon dragon, Nereid, uses the commotion to stow away and request asylum, claiming that another of Neptune's moons, Proteus, was supposed to escape with her. Lunar locates Proteus -- shapeshifted into a human -- but Proteus's ability to see a range of probable futures upends their assumptions and completely reshapes the battlefield. Should Lunar trust Proteus's visions, especially when Triton knows them all as well and has stolen a memory from Proteus that may hold the key to success in battle? The original crew that bonded in the first book possesses a band-of-brothers (and sisters) charm that undergirds the situation with wry humor, each contributing particular strengths and modeling leadership as they encourage newcomers who must step up and prove themselves. In his search for Proteus's stolen memory, Lunar encounters a memory ripped from his first officer, Proctor, which creates awkward (and delightful) consequences. Each development that isn't resolved leads to another plot twist, keeping readers guessing, while the climax unveils a new threat strong enough to drive a potential third book. Anita L. Burkam

Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 4-7 - "“Neptune is coming.” Lunar Jones may have befriended a dragon, led a group of young soldiers to victory, and revived the entire Martian ecosystem, but he finds it difficult to enjoy his success, haunted by the dying words of a captured enemy. Still, Lunar, his beloved dragon Dread, and his loyal Dread Knights have been busy managing the newly thriving planet, and it’s not until they receive a fresh batch of settlers that things begin to go haywire. Neptunian forces do, in fact, arrive en masse, bringing new dragons, seemingly untouchable troops, and murky but malevolent intentions to contend with. Lunar will have to call on old friends, new allies, and his own compassionate heart to keep the galaxy from falling into ruin. The stellar sequel feels pleasantly familiar while fleshing out established characters and expanding the existing mythology, but the stakes are higher and relationships deeper. The excellent action scenes and suspense will keep readers absorbed, while moments of humor and friendship (and burgeoning crushes) lighten the load. A worthy return to a wonderfully fantastical world."

9781623541422

LIMELIGHT : CURTAIN UP ON POETRY 
COMICS!

LATULIPPE, RENEE MS
School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 4–7—In a book with an incredibly specific subject matter from LaTulippe, it would be easy to think this collection of poems would lose readers who are not deeply interested in the world of the stage. However, this is not the case. At its core, this is a series of love letters to an art form. There are so many pieces to making a theatrical production a reality, and each one is treated with dedication in these pages. Even the casual audience member will be captivated by the descriptions of each piece of the puzzle. From the writing of a script to the flypersons, the pit orchestra to the marquee outside—every aspect both scene and unseen (pun intended) is appreciated. Those less acquainted with theatrical terminology have nothing to fear; a glossary of theater terms is part of the back matter. For readers for whom poetry is a fascination in itself, the author explains each form presented, as well. Gonzales's limited color palette helps guide the eye across panels. The characters are illustrated with diverse skin tones and hair textures. VERDICT A graceful homage to theater as both a space and an art form, lovingly broken down to its individual parts to give each its moment in the spotlight.—Lauren Sullivan Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 06/14/2025
Poems on thespian themes, presented both straight up and in comics format. Instructional purpose plays a strong second fiddle to artistic expression in this book. LaTulippe opens with 23 verses embedded into expressive scenes of theatrical production, from first auditions and rehearsals to curtain calls. She then repeats the same poems on plain backgrounds before closing with analytical notes on each one’s mostly varying poetic forms and rhyme schemes, followed by a glossary of theater terms. The author even color-codes each of the six “Acts,” or sections, to differentiate them and adds a bit of history with visual references to period scenery and costumes. Writing with an easy fluidity in a variety of forms, from pantoum to roundel, tercets to couplets, she lets the anthropomorphized theater building, stage, piano, and costumes present their own experiences while capturing the potential of theater to engage actors and audiences emotionally: “Costume ripped / can’t find a pin. / Makeup’s dripping / down my chin. / Who took my wig? / Is that my prop? / What if we’re / a giant flop?” In Gonzales’ equally fluid art, a multiracial cast and crew work hard together, from sign-ups to final bows. A sparkling show, stuffed with theatrical tributes. (Graphic poetry. 10-13)

9780316600262 THE SAME BACKWARD AS FORWARD  BARNES, JENNIFER LYNN MS book 6 in series

9781662681035

WHITE HOUSE SECRETS : MEDICAL LIES AND 
COVER-UPS
  JARROW, GAIL MS

School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2025
Gr 7 Up—Jarrow is back with her fourth installment of the award-winning "Medical Fiascoes" series. This time, she focuses on nine presidents who hid medical crises from the American public. Each president (from James A. Garfield to Joe Biden) gets his own chapter, which begins with a brief biographical sketch, followed by an overview of the medical issues, and how (and why) those around him kept it a secret. Each chapter includes historical photographs and illustrations to add context to the events. The content is engaging and easy to follow, even when multiple figures are introduced. The epilogue encourages readers to consider the impact of an ailing president on the country and the role the media plays in the conversation, perhaps prompting young readers to think about media literacy. Extensive back matter offers more to explore. VERDICT History lovers and budding political enthusiasts will enjoy this behind-the-scenes look at presidential history.—Laura Nan Hargrove Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 06/30/2025
Grades 7-10 - "Jarrow’s latest book reveals a series of misleading reports on a president’s health, created and/or spread by certain presidents and their families, staffs, friends, doctors, and sometimes even the press. Beginning with James Garfield, who was shot and wounded in a failed assassination attempt in 1881 and later died from the infection that followed, Jarrow notes that doctors of the period were hampered by their limited knowledge of hygiene and germ theory. In 1919, after a stroke left Woodrow Wilson partly paralyzed and “incapacitated both physically and—at least temporarily—mentally,” his wife apparently took it upon herself to make “presidential” decisions in order to preserve his health. A relatively young presidential candidate, John F. Kennedy seemed healthy and energetic, but he suffered from Addison’s disease and was often medicated for back pain. Jarrow presents information about nine presidents, concluding with Joseph Biden. Well researched and succinctly written, each chapter tells a different tale based on secrets kept by presidents and those who wanted to protect them. An intriguing topic explored in compelling true stories and illustrated with period photos."

9781464234941 THE HOUSE WITH NO KEYS CURRIE, LINDSAY MS book 2 in series
Kirkus Review, 09/14/2025
In this follow-up to The Mystery of Locked Rooms (2024), young escape artists rashly accept a mysterious game designer’s offer to get a sneak peek at a challenging new set of escape rooms. Worried by announcements of a new, high-tech fun house that might drive their employer, the Delta Game, out of business, middle schooler Sarah and her friends Hannah and West jump at the chance to give Mystery Mansion a try before it opens to the public. More’s at stake than they suspect, but Currie dispenses with the backstory in a perfunctory way at the end. Her real focus—and the chief appeal here—lies in the set of fiendishly clever escape rooms that she’s devised for the trio and the team dynamics that carry them through: Hannah is the reckless thrill seeker, West is the observant brainiac, and anxiety-prone Sarah has a knack for making correct choices. The story cranks up the suspense, and the Deltas call on all the courage and smarts they can muster, sweeping readers along as they work urgently against the clock to complete the course. Hannah is cued white, West is described as dark-haired, and narrator Sarah isn’t physically described. Breathless action and engaging puzzles make this a page-turner. (Mystery. 8-12)

9780063284791 BERRY PARKER DOESN'T CATCH CRUSHES  DAVIS, TANITA S MS
Horn Book Guide, 10/31/2025
Love stinks, and twelve-year-old Beryl "Berry" Parker is overwhelmed by the stench. It seems as if every time someone falls in love, she gets left behind: her mom is considering moving to England with her boyfriend; her best friend, Lia, is smitten with a boy; and her dad is suddenly hanging around with her gym teacher. Berry is determined to prove that life is better without the distraction of crushes. The story skillfully navigates the shifting dynamics of adolescence and family relationships, exploring Berry's deep-seated wish to reunite her divorced parents as well as the equally complex evolution of her friendship with Lia as their priorities diverge. Through it all, this is a sensitive look at a young Black girl's interior life. A third-person narration that feels intimately connected to Berry's thoughts and feelings and the use of creative language, such as Berry's description of summer as "tangerine" ("a bright, juicy shade that bubbled with fizzy warmth and happiness"), bring her emotional world to life. This novel provides a healthy and realistic overview of family and friendship in middle school, highlighting that while navigating change is difficult, staying true to oneself can provide a valuable map. Monique Harris

School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 5–8—Davis's latest examines the struggles of finding oneself amid the chaos of middle school. Black girl Berry knows "love is in the air" everywhere, but all she smells is the stench. Change stinks, and this crush nonsense is ruining everything in her life. As seventh grade begins, her best friend Lia is suddenly obsessed with a new crush, throwing all their carefully made plans for their best year ever into disarray. Now Lia is trying to help Berry find a crush of her own, which she definitely does not want. On top of this,, Berry's divorced parents are both exploring dating, and Berry is worried her mother's boyfriend will take her out of Berry's life forever. Love, in her opinion, causes nothing but change, and that's terrible. Readers will connect with Berry and her friends as they navigate family relationships and explore the onset of romance. Davis offers a realistic, sensitive portrayal of the emotional ups and downs of this age group, especially for children with divorced parents. The author also provides a healthy overview of how it's challenging, and some days feel just awful; but in the end, a change of perspective may be healing. VERDICT A solid purchase, this story will resonate with middle schoolers who have endured similar shifting family structures.—Jennifer Seebauer Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781645952695 FAMOUS ANONYMOUS BADEN, MORGAN MS
Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Before the internet, kids got up to pranks without many people being the wiser, but with the advent of social media, an eager audience awaits. Harper, Luke, Gus, and Sophie, neighborhood friends from two families, find this out the hard way when they dress up one night and make a spoof video that one of them posts online—only for it to go viral. Discovering themselves to be instant celebrities the next morning, they become preoccupied with maintaining their anonymity (they don’t want their parents to find out) and keeping their views up. A cautionary tale full of individuality and humor, Baden’s novel rings true in this moment and is filled with contemporary lingo and believable middle-grade situational complications. Each main character is distinct and relatable, getting an equal share of the narration and the limelight. Their story comes to a satisfying conclusion with the promise of more adventures to come. An appealing story that will be an easy sell."

Kirkus Review, 08/14/2025
Seeking fame through social media, four friends end up truthfully examining themselves in this amusing and thoughtful series opener. While the four Rowan Roadies—neighbors, two sets of siblings, and the children of parents who are best friends—were once inseparable, they drifted apart as they grew up and had other demands on their time. But they reconnect in middle school. Sophie Magee and Luke Gage-Flashman are in seventh grade, and Gus Magee and Harper Gage-Flashman are in sixth grade. Harper’s a theater kid, Gus is a star soccer player (who secretly loves writing), neurodivergent Luke is a tech whiz, and Sophie constantly changes extracurriculars. One night when Luke and Harper’s moms are out with Sophie and Gus’ mom and dad, the friends film a live-action video inspired by a popular video game. The kids were left with a strict list of house rules, but things get “a teeny bit out of control. Just, like, a smidge.” Harper posts the video to the social media platform Cre8, where it quickly goes viral. Their costumes hide their faces, but as they create more videos, they discover the cost of online fame. The novel loses some steam as the kids repeatedly attempt to go viral, but the book raises vital questions about social media and technology. The four leads share the humorous narration, which includes group chats and fan comments and will hold readers’ attention. Luke and Harper read white, and Gus and Sophie are cued Black. Absorbing and thought-provoking. (Fiction. 9-12)

9781459839496
CANINE CONNECTION : HOW DOGS AND 
HUMANS EVOLVED TOGETHER  GUDGEON, CHRISTOPHER MS

Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 3-7 - "This appealing offering explores how dogs and humans have coevolved since prehistoric times, forging mutually beneficial relationships. Browsers will gravitate to the cute puppy with especially soulful eyes on the cover, and report writers will learn how twenty-first-century research indicates that thanks to sympathetic genetic modifications, both humans and canines have surprisingly similar physical reactions when interacting with each other and produce oxytocin, the “feel-good” hormone. Early cave drawings document humans and dogs working together, and the narrative traces how breeds were developed for specific tasks (even lap dogs) and still fill important roles today. Colorful, busy pages feature brief paragraphs, comparison charts, graphic organizers, multiple sidebars, and lots of photos showing unusual breeds, rare archival shots, and dogs in action. The tone is kid-friendly and accessible; there’s a glossary and list of resources. Whether hunters, herders, high-tech helpers (search and rescue, medical and emotional support, gene editing research), or beloved family pets, dogs demonstrate high levels of social intelligence. Most kids can attest to this and will thoroughly enjoy this handsome STEM work."

School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 3–6—Dog lovers who want to know why they love dogs are presented with scientific and historical evidence in this brief book. In a tone that sometimes delves into side commentary ("the ridiculously cute fennec fox"), the author explains evolution throughout history and around the world before outlining how humans and dogs coevolved. There are still a lot of unknowns about how and why dogs were domesticated. But the information is current, including a cited 2020 study and a book published in 2024 listed as a resource. Playful page borders of bones, balls, dog noses, and paw prints along with stock images make each page bright and appealing for readers. Different cultures and ethnicities are depicted in features like the Timeline of Animal Domestication chart that shows which animals were domesticated when and where. However, with the exception of a couple rare breeds, the photos aren't labeled with what type of dog is featured, making it difficult for readers who are unfamiliar. Words in bold italics are not defined until the glossary at the end of the book. Younger readers might not get the puns throughout or understand why a nonfiction book ends with a section of silly imagined dog creations, like the Hover Hound. VERDICT A light overview of dog evolution with mixed results.—Elissa Cooper Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781459839595
CRACKING THE CODE : THE HUMAN QUEST 
TO UNCOVER SECRETS KEHOE, RACHEL MS

School Library Journal, 10/31/2025
Gr 4–7—This series explores big ideas and how they "have shaped humanity." One of this season's titles delves into why humans tell time and how people even try to manipulate it. Just a Minute readers will enjoy references to movies like "Back to the Future" and "Armageddon" that deal with time travel or the end of time. Cracking the Code starts with descriptions of the earliest codes and continues on to the scientists exploring the human genome. Sections on the Enigma Code and Navajo Code Talkers help connect the use of codes and encryption to pivotal historical events. Full-color illustrations and photos help to break up the text and support the narrative with images like code-breaking machines and an early atomic clock. Glossary terms appear in bold italicized font within the main body of the text. Resource lists include print and online suggestions. VERDICT A fascinating exploration that will answer the questions of enthusiasts on these topics. Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "This high-interest entry in the Orca Timeline series shows how humans have been making and solving codes for centuries, and it explores some endeavors shaping the field’s future. The book is organized into thematic sections—on, for example, codes that changed history, code play using ciphers, encoding machines, coding pioneers, and cybersecurity—that are further divided into chapters characterized by graphics, historical photos, stock images, pertinent sidebars, and accessible text spotlighting related topics in chronological order. For instance, a chapter on the first computer language features a sidebar on Ada Lovelace and her early influence on the first computer. Overall, this volume covers a wide range of fascinating subject matter, from the Caesar cipher to the creation of the National Security Agency to coding in Scratch, and includes significant diversity as it presents numerous women and people of color who have developed codes and served as code breakers. A final chapter on DNA takes coding in a different direction and shares advances and the possibilities of real-world coding—in humans."

9781546104513 UNDER ATTACK SKRYPUCH, MARSHA FORCHUK MS
Booklist, 11/30/2024
Grades 5-8 - Grades 5-8 - Grades 5-8 - "When a bomb slams into their apartment building in Mariupol on the first day of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 12-year-old Dariia and her mom are separated from her dad and her twin sister, Rada. Surrounded by death and destruction, Dariia and Mom shelter in a dank basement under constant bombardment for six weeks. An escape attempt leads to being captured and interrogated, and Dariia is designated an official orphan, since her mother is deemed an unfit parent. Dariia is shipped off to an orphanage deep within Russia, a quasi concentration camp where she’s fed and sheltered but also subjected to endless pro-Russian propaganda. Dariia is eventually adopted by a woman who’s only interested in Dariia’s government monthly stipend. The woman’s son, Anton, turns out to be an unexpected ally, and Dariia eventually reunites with her mom and sister in a refugee camp in the Carpathian Mountains, though her dad remains a prisoner of war. This action-packed novel is a realistic, timely, and grim political indictment of the Russian persecution of the Ukrainian people."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 11/14/2024
War through the eyes of a 12-year-old Ukrainian girl. Early one morning in February 2022, Russia begins bombing Mariupol, Ukraine, separating Dariia and her mother, who are away from their apartment, where Dariia’s father and twin sister Rada are. They find an overcrowded basement without adequate food, water, or sanitation and hunker down with others who are in need of shelter. As the city continues to be bombed week after week, survival becomes a daily struggle, but Dariia finds comfort in the company of other children, including classmate Natalia, who’s a close friend of Rada’s, and two boys named Rustem and Asan. When a direct hit kills most of the people in the basement, Dariia, her mother, and Rustem are among those who manage to escape—only to be captured at gunpoint by Russian soldiers. The children are separated and transported to a Russian camp to be cleaned up and adopted out to Russian families. Skrypuch presents the Russian propaganda that they are “rescuing” the kidnapped children from the “Nazi regime of Zelensky” in all its absurdity. Writing in searing detail from Dariia’s point of view, the author is explicit in her portrayal of the horrors of war, depicting scenes of violence, murder, racism, and destruction. This story of innocent civilians—especially children—finding the resilience to survive in a war that, at the time of this review, is still ongoing will be eye-opening for readers. Gut-punching: This is essential reading. (author’s note, additional context) (Fiction. 10-14)

9781338832716 OUTSIDER KIDS TANG, BETTY C MS
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 02/28/2025
Three siblings continue their immigrant journeys in 1980s California. In this sequel to Parachute Kids (2023), sixth grader Feng-Ling (Ann), older brother Ke-G?ng (Jason), and oldest sister Jia-Xi (Jessie) share their first experiences of Halloween trick-or-treating, a Thanksgiving turkey dinner, and a Christian church service, allowing them to socialize even as they hide their status as undocumented minors whose parents back in Taiwan are still awaiting travel visas. Life gets even more complicated when a visit by two relatives introduces unwelcome dynamics and triggers plot twists and turns that force the siblings to reevaluate their actions, circumstances, and relationships. The central conflict sparking from Ann’s falling-out with their 11-year-old cousin, Ting-Ting (Josephine)—a violin prodigy bound for an elite music school in Los Angeles who also speaks four languages—climaxes in a dangerous situation that the siblings must face as a team. The resourceful trio adapt to their latest challenge and resolve to “make it work.” The closing dedication—“To all kids facing adversity”—boosts the can-do message. The brisk, well-crafted dialogue and attractive, comic-style drawings support the narrative flow, weaving in intercultural perspectives that are at once humorous and relatable while candidly addressing difficult issues, societal controversies, and sensitive interpersonal matters: teenage romance, bullying, racism, gender stereotypes, undocumented immigration, and exploitation of the vulnerable. Tugs at the heartstrings and will spark important, age-appropriate conversations on pertinent, broadly relevant topics. (author’s note) (Graphic fiction. 9-13)

School Library Journal Starred, 02/28/2025
Gr 5 Up—This companion to Parachute Kids begins on Halloween 1981 with Ann, the Taiwanese youngest sibling of three, trick-or-treating with her sixth grade friends, who are kind and patient with Ann's developing English-language skills. English text is in black inside white speech balloons; Chinese is in red on a yellow background. The Li siblings' relative peace and stability is broken by the arrival of their auntie and cousin Josephine, who attended a European school in Taiwan and has been accepted to music school in Los Angeles. Ann is excited to see her cousin again and practice music together, but Josephine is horrible to her, and it gets worse when Auntie returns to Taiwan. Readers will commiserate with oldest sister Jessie, who is left to manage everything, including studying for her SATs and working at a restaurant where she's being cheated out of wages due to her illegal status. The other siblings also have their own storylines with middle brother Jason finding a friendship-to-romance with Jessie's best friend's brother, Alex. Meanwhile, Ann misses her parents and keenly feels the fragility of her American life, and her lack of control over it, which is highlighted when Josephine betrays them. Throughout the book, these characters face real challenges and subsequently show real growth. Readers will cheer on the siblings as they band together to overcome every obstacle, proving they can make their American life work. VERDICT As powerful and triumphant as the first book, this eye-opening read belongs on all shelves.—Jenny Arch Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9780593809914 POISONED KING RUNDELL, KATHERINE MS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2025
Gr 6 Up—In this follow-up to Impossible Creatures, Dragons across the Archipelago are mysteriously falling ill, and the small but mighty dragon Jacques finds his way into the human world to enlist the help of Christopher in uncovering the cause. Along the way, they discover Princess Anya who desperately needs their help. Even readers who miss Mal are sure to find brave Anya and her Gaganas inspiring. The return of Nighthand, a fierce berserker, and Irian, a brilliant part-nereid with braided hair and dark skin, adds familiarity and warmth to the plot. Here is a book where the characters are authentically flawed. They each have strengths and weaknesses that are acknowledged with respect. While the challenging vocabulary and abrupt transitions between scenes can feel forced, the expressive prose delivers powerful themes about the dangers of greed and the importance of autonomy. Whimsical black-and-white visual elements, a detailed map, and descriptive bestiary work together to enhance the text, creating an immersive experience. Rundell weaves a fast-paced narrative of revenge, friendship, and love set against a backdrop of beautifully constructed worlds. VERDICT Highly recommended for readers who loved Impossible Creatures and are looking for that gateway back to the mythical Archipelago.—Claire Covington Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 06/30/2025
Following the events of Impossible Creatures (2024), a devoted Guardian teams up with a brave princess to fight her power-hungry uncle and save the Archipelago’s dragons from a strange new threat. Jacques the dragon summons Christopher Forrester back to the Archipelago from the human world: Dragons are dying, and no one knows why. Meanwhile, on the island of Dousha, Princess Anya’s grandfather, King Halam, has been murdered, and her father accused—though she knows he’s innocent. When Christopher and Anya take refuge on the islet of Glimt, the Berserker Nighthand helps them see how their twin missions to save the dragons and free Anya’s father are connected. They work together to create an antidote for the poison that’s killing the dragons and to keep Anya and her father safe from her murderous uncle. Meanwhile, Nighthand and Irian, the part-nereid ocean scholar, pursue their own important secret mission. Divided into three parts—“Castle,” “Dragons,” and “Revenge”—and containing elements of fairy tales, fantasy, and Shakespeare, this story continues the storyline established in the series opener, yet because it introduces new characters and obstacles, it could also stand alone. Dark-blond Anya (“five feet tall and all of it claws”) is a match for white-presenting Christopher, who, though he still misses Mal, finds that “it made a difference to have someone to move through the world with again. A friend changed the feel of the universe.” Mackenzie’s delicate, otherworldly art adorns the text. A spectacular return to a magical world. (map, bestiary) (Fantasy. 10-15)
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9781546104568 STANDOFF  SKRYPUCH, MARSHA FORCHUK MS
Kirkus Review, 02/14/2026
Continuing the story begun in Under Attack (2025), this novel centers on 12-year-old Rada, Dariia’s twin sister. The first book, which was told from Dariia’s point of view, detailed her and her mother’s struggle to survive when their apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, was bombed by the Russians while they were out shopping for food. This sequel, which opens on February 24, 2022, tells the story from the perspective of Rada after she and her father are trapped in their apartment following the same missile strike. Rada and her father make a perilous escape from their damaged building and head to Azovstal, a steel plant with underground bunkers. There Rada’s father installs her with neighbors and leaves to join Territorial Defence, the Ukrainian resistance. The story unfolds primarily in bunkers, and Skrypuch effectively relays the inhabitants’ physical suffering: There isn’t enough food, it’s cold, and the bathroom facilities are primitive. But with little to do and nowhere to go, the characters’ emotions and conversations must carry the story, and they don’t succeed. There are obvious infodumps, and the dialogue is wooden and stilted. Those weaknesses aside, the story’s central theme—namely the disastrous and inhumane effect of war on civilians, in particular children—is an important one, and the story holds true to the facts of the sieges of Mariupol and Azovstal. Lacks the gripping action of the series opener but conveys a valuable message. (author’s note) (Fiction. 10-14)

School Library Journal Starred, 09/30/2025
Gr 4 Up—A brilliantly written and sensitive portrayal of the reality facing innocent children and families in a war zone. With historically accurate quotes and events interwoven, Rada's story shows the world what Ukrainians faced in the early days of Russian attacks. Rada becomes separated from her family after missile attacks destroy their apartment building. She shelters with neighbors in the basement of a steel plant while her dad rushes to help defend their city. With limited communication, she's left to wonder about the fate of her mother and twin sister. Time after time, Rada and her bunker family plan to evacuate during planned ceasefires only to find themselves under attack when the Russians violate the agreements. They fight to survive on meager bits of food stored in their emergency backpacks. After weeks underground, their clothes are moldy. They drink a cup of hot water for breakfast and supper. Rada and her schoolmate, Viktor, risk their lives to gather items to help them survive. Readers will be in awe of Rada. She rejects cruelty even living in the most dire conditions and manages to face each new devastation with courage and humanity. Rada's indomitable spirit, her refusal to give in to despair in the face of outrageous cruelty, shows readers how heroism takes many forms. Readers will fly through the pages to stay with Rada's story and try to find out the fate of her family. This second title in the series offers a horrifying look inside the conditions in war-torn Ukraine while also inspiring hope for heroes and survivors. VERDICT Purchase for all middle grade shelves. Readers who have firsthand experience with refugee camps and war zones may especially benefit from support while reading. Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9780593306963 BRINKLEY YEARBOOKS : 3 : SCHOOL DANCE  SAX, SARAH MS
Horn Book Guide, 08/31/2025
In this third installment of the graphicnovel series (Picture Day, rev. 9/23; Tryouts, rev. 7/24), wallflower Milo Castillo steps into the spotlight. Unlike the rest of his family and his dear abuela Dalia (who has recently moved in with them), Milo hates dancing; he believes he is cursed after a series of dancerelated disasters. To help Milo prepare for his school's winter formal, Dalia takes him to a weekly Tejano social dance night, where he begins to relax and enjoy himself. But even though Dalia isn't allowed to drive her beloved convertible without Milo's parents present, she takes her car to the dance nights and asks Milo not to tell. A frightening accident reveals the stressful secret and forces Milo to assert himself and confront the discomfort of being stuck between his parents and his grandmother. The story blends a heartfelt, realistic look at intergenerational bonds and middle-school life with some slapstick humor, as Milo's best friends, Viv (who is managing a crush) and Al (who yearns for snow through a dry winter), offer comic relief and genuine support. The graphic-novel format is effectively utilized, with bold, energetic line work; rich, jewel-toned colors; and well-paced visual spreads. Broader themes of identity development and self-trust are ever-present without being too heavy-handed. By the time the school's Snowball Soiree arrives, Milo's confidence has grown, and he is ready to move proudly to his own beat. Elisa Gall

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 05/31/2025
Milo thinks he can’t dance—in fact, he’s convinced that he’s cursed. In this third installment in Sax’s charming Brinkley Yearbooks graphic novel series, Mexican American Milo Castillo is vexed by a self-induced hex: Every time he dances, disaster follows. After mortifying experiences at a friend’s bar mitzvah and a group dance lesson, Milo is utterly dejected when he hears about the upcoming Snowball Soiree. Luckily, Abue, his beloved abuela, has moved into the Castillo home. Even though she’s been warned against driving, Abue whisks Milo and his friends off to experience live Tejano music, which he enjoys both musically and aesthetically. The experience leaves him with a stronger connection to his heritage as well as more self-confidence in his dancing—but Milo feels guilty for lying to his parents about Abue’s driving and conflicted about where to draw the line when trying to please others. When Abue’s failing eyesight catches up with her clandestine drives, Milo must make a hard choice. This latest entry maintains the high standards of Sax’s series. Milo is wholly relatable and accessible, adroitly portraying the ups and downs of adolescence. Sposto’s vibrantly alluring colors and Sax’s gift for highlighting facial expressions and emotions imbue Milo’s journey of self-acceptance and confidence with deeper levels of nuance that are certain to resonate with readers long after the last page is turned. Emotionally astute and sure to inspire readers to embrace dancing to their own beat. (author’s note) (Graphic fiction. 8-12)

9780316555296 SECRETS OF THE PURPLE PEARL MCKINNON, KATE MS
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 08/14/2025
In a race against their enemies, the Porch girls must find a peculiar pearl in order to foil a fiendish plot. After defeating a monstrous Kyrgalops in The Millicent Quibb School of Etiquette for Young Ladies of Mad Science (2024), Gertrude, Eugenia, and Dee-Dee Porch find themselves (after a series of madcap events) at Lake Kagloopy’s Purple Pearl Hotel with their mentor, Millicent Quibb. Quibb informs the trio that they must find the titular pearl before the members of their evil mad-scientist rivals, the KRA, do. If they fail, the KRA (whose members include the malevolent mayor, Majestina DeWeen, and her slimy sycophantic lawyer, Ashley Cookie) plans to use the gem to bestow the Gift of Endless Vibrancy on the villainous Talon Sharkt?th. Hilarity ensues as the Porches attend the annual Shrimp Ball, encounter Umbrella Turkeys, search for Cloudite (floating cloud rocks), and don invisible but smelly woolen coats. Jokes aside, the girls’ story is intriguing, offering more clues to their mysterious backgrounds and tantalizing tidbits promising later adventures. McKinnon offers bountiful backstory (alongside a running joke to encourage readers to pick up the preceding volume) and enough guffaw-inducing jokes, zany footnotes, and creative jargon to enthrall readers both new and old with her delightful sophomore effort. Mixing humor, found family, and well-wrought worldbuilding, this sequel is a certain crowd pleaser. Final art not seen; in the previous book, the grayscale illustrations showed the girls with varying skin tones. Unforgettably quirky, fast-paced fun. (appendices) (Adventure. 8-12)

Booklist, 07/31/2025
Grades 4-6 - "Their escape from the dismal Versagenschule (School for Failures) in Ügottobekiddingme, Austria, leads to a fresh round of mad-science adventures for foundling “sisters” Gertrude, Dee-Dee, and Eugenia Porch at the posh Purple Pearl Hotel on the shores of New England’s Lake Kagloopy. “Mad science,” writes McKinnon in the guise of fictive narrator Dr. G. Edwina Candlestank, “is more than brains in jars and lightning rods (though it is VERY MUCH those things as well),” and here the sisters must not only learn to see through the eyes of a potato but brave hazards ranging from deadly Librarian Falcons to an entire lake set volcanically aboil in a desperate, doomed effort to keep the nefarious Krenetics Research Association from snatching the fabulous treasure for which the hotel is named. Will they succeed, even with beloved, intrepid schoolmistress Millicent Quibb on their side? Readers will be right to doubt, but any who enjoy tales featuring melodramatic typography, gothic illustrations, chancy creatures like Praying Mantis Bunnies, people and places with silly names, and resourceful orphans battling hopeless odds will happily dive in."

9781665932561 HURRICANE HEIST PONTI, JAMES MS
School Library Journal, 09/30/2025
Gr 5–8—Opening mid-action with a wild chase along the Florida coast, this follow-up to The Sherlock Society once again finds the team hot on the trail of another historical mystery. Sixty-one years ago, a young Grandpa Pete was devastated when Ignacio "Doc" Gonzalez, the Bell Captain of the ritzy Moroccan Hotel, went missing and was subsequently blamed for a multimillion-dollar jewel heist. Now, when a hurricane reveals Doc's remains buried on the grounds of the hotel, it's up to the Sherlock Society to set the record straight. Though meeting becomes complicated with the start of their final years in middle school, Zoe, Alex, Lina, and Yadi are joined by the investigated reporting skills of the always-enthusiastic Grandpa Pete as well as a team of retired federal agents from a local Miami retirement home. Effortlessly weaving in kid-friendly information about hurricanes, fact-checking strategies, and logical deduction, this series is a celebration of intellectual reasoning power to solve problems and build connections with others. Though at times light on action, it will appeal to readers who enjoy puzzles and heartwarming family dynamics. They will relish the slow-building suspense and gratifying conclusion. Yadi is Cuban American, while the other characters are white. VERDICT Highly recommended for middle school libraries. Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 06/30/2025
Young sleuths tackle a decidedly cold case when a hurricane exposes remains that have been buried for over half a century in this sequel to The Sherlock Society (2024). Budding detectives Alex, Zoe, Lina, and Yadi embark on another investigation in Miami. After Hurricane Clyde makes landfall, devastating the area and causing widespread flooding, a mystery comes to light: The skeleton of bell captain Ignacio Gonzalez, who worked at the Moroccan Hotel, appears. He was the prime suspect in the disappearance of a trove of gems and art stolen from the hotel during Hurricane Cleo in 1964; no one had seen him since the theft. But now it’s abundantly clear that the real culprit has yet to be identified—and the Sherlock Society, with help from the retired journalist grandpa of siblings Alex and Zoe, springs into action. Chapters set in 1964 and information on hurricanes and how to prepare for them set the stage. Various associates, including a newly recruited gaggle of retired federal agents from an assisted-living facility, participate in fascinating rounds of assembling evidence, reconstructing events, making logical connections, testing theories, and evaluating potential suspects. Once he gets readers past the long setup, Ponti tracks the case’s twisting course with impressive speed and fluency before reaching a satisfying closure. Yadi is cued Latine, and the other members of the society read white. An engrossing caper with a cerebral tilt. (map) (Mystery. 9-13)

9781419773204
BONES AND BERSERKERS(NATHAN HALE'S 
HAZARDOUS TALES)  HALE, NATHAN MS

Kirkus Review, 07/31/2025
Author Hale’s namesake—spy and Revolutionary hero Nathan Hale—huddles with compatriots beneath a gallows as they regale one another with ghoulish tales drawn from history, literature, and legend. Hale’s latest set of Hazardous Tales begins, as it really needs to, with a cautionary note: “Are you a second grader reading way above your age level? If so, set this book down. It’s not for you.” Indeed, the book doesn’t skimp on the disturbing bits. With evocative titles like “The Demon Cat” and “The Head in the Jar” to provide at least a little warning, the author gathers a variety of terrifying tales; three involve the Jersey Devil, while one centers on a butler going bloodily berserk in a house built by Frank Lloyd Wright. Others feature the discovery of a haunted well filled with the corpses of soldiers killed in a Civil War battle, gruesome revenge, and monsters like the Boo Hag, a skin changer who sucks blood through sleepers’ noses. All these tales, eerie as they are on their own, are cranked up into screamer territory by Hale’s two-tone illustrations, which, with indecent relish and fanatical attention to realistic detail, depict fresh and not-so-fresh corpses, a radiation victim’s rotted face, a man’s buttocks being hacked off with a sword, leering skeletons, chopped-off limbs, and creepy night creatures with big, sharp teeth. The cast of storytellers, horrified onlookers, and all-too-often mutilated victims is racially diverse. Not all true, but truly nightmarish. (bibliography) (Graphic nonfiction/horror. 10-14)
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ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes: Review #1 Review #2

979-8400904660 Solo Leveling 15 Chugong HS

Book #15 in a series, so there 
are no individual reviews for 
this continuation of the series.

9781665939799
MINDWORKS : AN UNCANNY COMPENDIUM OF 
SHORT FICTION Shusterman, Neal HS

Booklist, 10/31/2025
Grades 8-12 - "Containing nearly all of the short stories spanning his decades-long career, plus four brand new tales, Shusterman’s body of work is well-known and has a little something for everyone. In his introduction, Shusterman explains that each piece has been revised to reflect relevant technology and evolving social change. This may be of interest to those already familiar with his oldest work, while remaining pertinent to new audiences. This cabinet of curiosities is organized by unifying themes, rather than chronological order, allowing readers to pick and choose which stories they’re most interested in. “Forces of Nature,” “I’m Not Myself Today,” and two new stories from the world of Scythe (2016)—under the descriptive banner “You Reap What You Sow”—are just some of the categories readers have to look forward to. With several adaptations of his work on the way and other stories on the horizon, Shusterman shows no signs of slowing down. This collection is a solid choice to dive into his sprawling catalog or revisit the classics of yesteryear, which remain as relevant as ever."

Kirkus Review, 10/14/2025
More than three dozen tales—several of them previously unpublished—make up this varied short story collection of fantastical speculative fiction. From playful entries involving a malevolent Christmas tree or a hot tub–dwelling monster to more disturbing vignettes, such as one in which a boy, neglected by his VR-gaming–obsessed parents, is led to violence, these stories shift easily between goofiness and real terror. Grouped into seven sections that provide a loose thematic structure, some of the stories are short, punchy, and sweet, and others are expansive, immersive, and prickly with atmosphere. They’re unified by their overwhelming sense of the uncanny; they explore interesting philosophical and ethical questions but never take themselves too seriously. Most of the stories have appeared in other anthologies; a few are co-written, one with Terry Black and three with the author’s son Brendan Shusterman. The entries are distinctive and original, but the sheer length of this collection may make it better for dipping into than for a through-read. Two new stories set in the world of the Arc of a Scythe close out the book and are not to be missed by fans of that series. The final one is a witty and fascinating meta-interview that imagines its characters—including the artificial intelligence entity the Thunderhead—answering questions from a reporter and in turn putting questions to Shusterman himself. There’s some ethnic diversity among the characters. A thoroughly enjoyable arrangement of short fiction at once eerie, absurd, and thought-provoking. (Short stories. 13-18)

9781098290580
ACTIVISION BLIZZARD : MAKERS OF 
OVERWATCH AND CALL OF DUTY  EDWARDS, SUE BRADFORD HS

Standard nonfiction - no 
reviews. Essential 
Library/ABDO Publishing

9781098290603
EPIC GAMES : MAKERS OF FORTNITE AND 
GEARS OF WAR  STREISSGUTH, TOM HS

Standard nonfiction - no 
reviews. Essential 
Library/ABDO Publishing

9781098290610
MICROSOFT : MAKERS OF THE XBOX AND 
MINECRAFT  WHEELER, JILL C HS

Standard nonfiction - no 
reviews. Essential 
Library/ABDO Publishing

9780143472315 THE BHAGAVAD GITA

Translated by  

DEBROY, BIBEK HS

No reviews - ancient religious 
text (students have requested 
broader world religion 
selections in our library, and 
this edition is bilingual and from 
a trusted publisher - Penguin)

9781098294991
BECOME A VEHICLE MECHANIC : CAR 
MAINTENANCE, BIKE REPAIR & MORE  KUEHL, ASHLEY HS

Limited reviews- standard 
nonfiction from Abdo

School Library Journal, 03/31/2025
Gr 5–9—This dynamic series explores careers in various trades, ideal for middle and early high school students eager to discover their potential. Through engaging text, readers are introduced to the fascinating history of each trade, the essential skills and tools needed for success, and practical advice on building foundational knowledge before pursuing further training. For those intrigued by the business world, the entrepreneurship title reveals the essential traits of successful leaders, while the construction book shows how builders, carpenters, and plumbers craft tangible structures. The technology volume brings coding and software development to life, illustrating how tech professionals shape our digital world. The landscape book offers insight into careers that let you work outdoors, designing and nurturing vibrant spaces. Aviation enthusiasts will be captivated by careers in aviation and air traffic control, learning about the critical role these professionals play in keeping the skies safe. Interactive elements such as vision boards, hands-on activities, and step-by-step projects help students actively engage with the material. VERDICT This series is perfect for middle school and guidance counseling office libraries. Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 
 

Item:​ Audit Engagement Letter for 2025-2026 

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​ � None   ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future. 
 
Background Information: 
 
The District is required to have an external audit of its financial statements every year. 
The engagement of an independent external auditor requires Board approval. 

The engagement letter with Pattillo, Brown & Hill, LLP outlines the parameters of the 
financial statement audit and assists with the preparation of the Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report. The report must be submitted to TEA in January 2027. Kent Willis will 
be the engagement partner.       

Fiscal Implications: 

The gross fee will not exceed $53,800 for the annual audit and financial statement 
preparation. These funds are allocated in the annual budget. 

Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the engagement of Pattillo, Brown & Hill, LLP for the annual financial audit for 
the fiscal year ending August 31, 2026 as presented. 
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March 30, 2026 
 
 
 
Belton Independent School District 
400 N. Wall Street 
Belton, Texas 76513 
 
Board of Trustees and Management: 
 
You have requested that we audit the financial statements of the governmental activities, each major 
fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of Belton Independent School District (the 
“District”), as of August 31, 2026, and for the year then ended, and the related notes to the financial 
statements, which collectively comprise the District’s basic financial statements as listed in the table 
of contents.  
 
In addition, we will audit the entity’s compliance over major federal award programs for the period 
ended August 31, 2026. We are pleased to confirm our acceptance and our understanding of this 
audit engagement by means of this letter. Our audits will be conducted with the objectives of our 
expressing an opinion on each opinion unit and an opinion on compliance regarding the entity’s major 
federal award programs. The objectives of our audit of the financial statements are to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our 
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and 
therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America (GAAS), the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States 
of America, and the Texas Education Agency audit requirements included in the Financial 
Accountability System Resource Guide will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. 
Misstatements, including omissions, can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if there 
is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment 
made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements.  
 
The objectives of our compliance audit are to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to form an 
opinion and report at the level specified in the governmental audit requirement about whether the 
entity complied in all material respects with the applicable compliance requirements and identify 
audit and reporting requirements specified in the governmental audit requirement that are 
supplementary to GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, if any, and perform procedures to 
address those requirements. 
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Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
management’s discussion and analysis, budgetary comparison information, and pension and other 
postemployment benefit related information be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial 
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or 
historical context. As part of our engagement, we will apply certain limited procedures to the required 
supplementary information (RSI) in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America. These limited procedures will consist primarily of inquiries of management 
regarding their methods of measurement and presentation and comparing the information for 
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries. We will not express an opinion or provide 
any form of assurance on the RSI. The following RSI is required by accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. This RSI will be subjected to certain limited procedures 
but will not be audited: 
 

 Management’s Discussion and Analysis. 
 

 Budgetary Schedules. 
 
 Schedule of District’s Proportionate Share of Net Pension Liability and Net Other 

Postemployment Benefits (OPEB) Liability, and Related Ratios. 
 

 Schedule of District Pension and OPEB Contributions. 
 
Supplementary information other than RSI will accompany the District’s basic financial statements. 
We will subject the following supplementary information to the auditing procedures applied in our 
audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling the supplementary information to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and additional procedures 
in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. We intend 
to provide an opinion on the following supplementary information in relation to the financial 
statements as a whole: 
 

 Combining Statements. 
 
 Required Texas Education Agency Schedules. 

 
Also, the document we submit to you will include the following other additional information that will 
not be subjected to the auditing procedures applied in our audit of the financial statements: 
  

 Introductory Section. 
 

 Statistical Section.  
 
 
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 
 
We will subject the schedule of expenditures of federal awards to the auditing procedures applied in 
our audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing 
and reconciling the schedule to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the 
financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and additional procedures in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. We intend 
to provide an opinion on whether the schedule of expenditures of federal awards is presented fairly 
in all material respects in relation to the financial statements as a whole. 
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Data Collection Form 
 
Prior to the completion of our engagement, we will complete the sections of the Data Collection Form 
that are our responsibility. The form will summarize our audit findings, amounts and conclusions. It 
is management’s responsibility to submit a reporting package including financial statements, 
schedule of expenditure of federal awards, summary schedule of prior audit findings and corrective 
action plan along with the Data Collection Form to the federal audit clearinghouse. The financial 
reporting package must be text searchable, unencrypted, and unlocked. Otherwise, the reporting 
package will not be accepted by the federal audit clearinghouse. We will assist you in the electronic 
submission and certification. You may request from us copies of our report for you to include with 
the reporting package submitted to pass-through entities.  
 
The Data Collection Form is required to be submitted within the earlier of 30 days after receipt of our 
auditors’ reports or nine months after the end of the audit period, unless specifically waived by a 
federal cognizant or oversight agency for audits. Data Collection Forms submitted untimely are one 
of the factors in assessing programs at a higher risk. 
 
 
Audit of the Financial Statements 
 
We will conduct our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America (U.S. GAAS), the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States of America; the audit 
requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance), and 
the Texas Education Agency audit requirements included in the Financial Accountability System 
Resource Guide.  
 
As part of an audit of financial statements in accordance with GAAS, the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of 
the United States of America, and the Texas Education Agency audit requirements included in the 
Financial Accountability System Resource Guide we exercise professional judgment and maintain 
professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:  
 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether 
due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and 
obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The 
risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one 
resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 
 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing 
an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. However, we will communicate 
to you in writing concerning any significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in internal 
control relevant to the audit of the financial statements that we have identified during the 
audit. 

 
 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 

accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of 
the financial statements, including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements 
represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 
 Conclude, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether there are conditions or events 

considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the District’s ability to continue 
as a going concern for a reasonable period of time. 139
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Although we are currently in the planning stage of our audit, we have identified the following 
significant risks during our audit to date that require special audit consideration: 

 
 Management override of controls is considered an inherent risk according to GAAS. 

 
Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, together with the inherent limitations of internal 
control, an unavoidable risk that some material misstatements or noncompliance may not be 
detected exists, even though the audit is properly planned and performed in accordance with GAAS, 
Government Auditing Standards of the Comptroller General of the United States of America, and the 
Texas Education Agency audit requirements included in the Financial Accountability System Resource 
Guide. Please note that the determination of abuse is subjective, and Government Auditing Standards 
does not require auditors to detect abuse. 
 
Our responsibility as auditors is limited to the period covered by our audit and does not extend to 
any other periods. 
 
We will issue a written report upon completion of our audit of the District’s basic financial statements. 
Our report will be addressed to Board of Trustees of the District. Circumstances may arise in which 
our report may differ from its expected form and content based on the results of our audit. Depending 
on the nature of these circumstances, it may be necessary for us to modify our opinions, add an 
emphasis-of-matter or other-matter paragraph(s) to our auditor’s report, or if necessary, withdraw 
from the engagement. If our opinions on the basic financial statements are other than unmodified, 
we will discuss the reasons with you in advance. If, for any reason, we are unable to complete the 
audit or are unable to form or have not formed opinions, we may decline to express opinions or to 
issue a report as a result of this engagement. 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Government Auditing Standards, we will also issue a written 
report describing the scope of our testing over internal control over financial reporting and over 
compliance with laws, regulations, and provisions of grants and contracts, including the results of 
that testing. However, providing an opinion on internal control and compliance over financial 
reporting will not be an objective of the audit and, therefore, no such opinion will be expressed. 
 
 
Audit of Major Program Compliance 
 
Our audit of the District’s major federal award program(s) compliance will be conducted in accordance 
with the requirements of the Single Audit Act, as amended; and the Uniform Guidance, and will 
include tests of accounting records, a determination of major programs in accordance with the 
Uniform Guidance and other procedures we consider necessary to enable us to express such an 
opinion on major federal award program compliance and to render the required reports. We cannot 
provide assurance that an unmodified opinion on compliance will be expressed. Circumstances may 
arise in which it is necessary for us to modify our opinion or withdraw from the engagement. 
 
The Uniform Guidance requires that we also plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether material noncompliance with applicable laws and regulations, the provisions 
of contracts and grant agreements applicable to major federal award programs, and the applicable 
compliance requirements occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and express an opinion on the 
entity’s compliance based on the audit. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not 
absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with 
GAAS, Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance will always detect material 
noncompliance when it exists. The risk of not detecting material noncompliance resulting from fraud 
is higher than that resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Noncompliance with the compliance 
requirements is considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the 
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aggregate, it would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user of the report on compliance 
about the entity’s compliance with the requirements of the federal programs as a whole. 
 
As part of a compliance audit in accordance with GAAS, Government Auditing Standards of the 
Comptroller General of the United States of America, and the Texas Education Agency audit 
requirements included in the Financial Accountability System Resource Guide, we exercise 
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also identify 
and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, and design and 
perform audit procedures responsive to those risks.  
 
Our procedures will consist of determining major federal programs and, performing the applicable 
procedures described in the U.S. Office of Management and Budget OMB Compliance Supplement for 
the types of compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect on each of the 
entity’s major programs, and performing such other procedures as we consider necessary in the 
circumstances. The purpose of those procedures will be to express an opinion on the entity’s 
compliance with requirements applicable to each of its major programs in our report on compliance 
issued pursuant to the Uniform Guidance. 
 
Also, as required by the Uniform Guidance, we will obtain an understanding of the entity’s internal 
control over compliance relevant to the audit in order to design and perform tests of controls to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the design and operation of controls that we consider relevant to 
preventing or detecting material noncompliance with compliance requirements applicable to each of 
the entity’s major federal award programs. Our tests will be less in scope than would be necessary 
to render an opinion on these controls and, accordingly, no opinion will be expressed in our report. 
However, we will communicate to you regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing 
of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in internal control over 
compliance that we have identified during the audit. 
 
We will issue a report on compliance that will include an opinion or disclaimer of opinion regarding 
the entity’s major federal award programs, and a report on internal controls over compliance that 
will report any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses identified; however, such report will 
not express an opinion on internal control. 
 
 
Management’s Responsibilities 
 
Our audit will be conducted on the basis that management and those charged with governance 
acknowledge and understand that they have responsibility: 
 

1. For the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
 

2. For the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

 
3. For identifying, in its accounts, all federal awards received and expended during the period 

and the federal programs under which they were received. 
 

4. For maintaining records that adequately identify the source and application of funds for 
federally funded activities. 

 
5. For preparing the schedule of expenditures of federal awards (including notes and noncash 

assistance received) in accordance with the Uniform Guidance. 
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6. For designing, implementing, and maintaining effective internal control over federal awards 
that provides reasonable assurance that the entity is managing federal awards in compliance 
with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the federal awards. 

 
7. For identifying and ensuring that the entity complies with federal laws, statutes, regulations, 

rules, provisions of contracts or grant agreements, and the terms and conditions of federal 
award programs, and implementing systems designed to achieve compliance with applicable 
federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of federal award programs. 

  
8. For disclosing accurately, currently, and completely the financial results of each federal award 

in accordance with the requirements of the award. 
 

9. For identifying and providing report copies of previous audits, attestation engagements, or 
other studies that directly relate to the objectives of the audit, including whether related 
recommendations have been implemented. 

 
10. For taking prompt action when instances of noncompliance are identified. 

 
11. For addressing the findings and recommendations of auditors, for establishing and 

maintaining a process to track the status of such findings and recommendations and taking 
corrective action on reported audit findings from prior periods and preparing a summary 
schedule of prior audit findings. 

 
12. For following up and taking corrective action on current year audit findings and preparing a 

corrective action plan for such findings. 
 

13. For submitting the reporting package and data collection form to the appropriate parties. 
 

14. For making the auditor aware of any significant contractor relationships where the contractor 
is responsible for program compliance. 

 
15. To provide us with: 

  
a. Access to all information of which management is aware that is relevant to the 

preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements including the disclosures, 
and relevant to federal award programs, such as records, documentation, and other 
matters. 

 
b. Additional information that we may request from management for the purpose of the 

audit. 
 

c. Unrestricted access to persons within the entity from whom we determine it necessary 
to obtain audit evidence. 

 
d. A written acknowledgement of all the documents that management expects to issue 

that will be included in the annual report and the planned timing and method of 
issuance of that annual report, if one is issued. This document would include more 
than an annual comprehensive financial report (ACFR) or annual financial report (AFR). 

 
e. If applicable, a final version of the annual report, (including all the documents that, 

together, comprise the annual report) in a timely manner prior to the date of the 
auditor’s report. 

 
16. For adjusting the financial statements to correct material misstatements and confirming to us 

in the management representation letter that the effects of any uncorrected misstatements 
aggregated by us during the current engagement and pertaining to the current year period(s) 142
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under audit are immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to the financial statements 
as a whole. 
 

17. For acceptance of non-attest services, including identifying the proper party to oversee non-
attest work. 
 

18. For maintaining adequate records, selecting and applying accounting principles, and 
safeguarding assets. 

 
19. For informing us of any known or suspected fraud affecting the entity involving management, 

employees with significant role in internal control and others where fraud could have a 
material effect on compliance. 

 
20. For the accuracy and completeness of all information provided. 

 
21. For taking reasonable measures to safeguard protected personally identifiable and other 

sensitive information. 
 

22. For confirming your understanding of your responsibilities as defined in this letter to us in 
your management representation letter. 

 
With regard to the supplementary information referred to above, you acknowledge and understand 
your responsibility: (a) for the preparation of the supplementary information in accordance with the 
applicable criteria; (b) to provide us with the appropriate written representations regarding 
supplementary information; (c) to include our report on the supplementary information in any 
document that contains the supplementary information and that indicates that we have reported on 
such supplementary information; and (d) to present the supplementary information with the audited 
basic financial statements, or if the supplementary information will not be presented with the audited 
basic financial statements, to make the audited basic financial statements readily available to the 
intended users of the supplementary information no later than the date of issuance by you of the 
supplementary information and our report thereon. 
 
With regard to the schedule of expenditures of federal awards referred to above, you acknowledge 
and understand your responsibility (a) for the preparation of the schedule of expenditures of federal 
awards in accordance with the Uniform Guidance, (b) to provide us with the appropriate written 
representations regarding the schedule of expenditures of federal awards, (c) to include our report 
on the schedule of expenditures of federal awards in any document that contains the schedule of 
expenditures of federal awards and that indicates that we have reported on such schedule, and (d) 
to present the schedule of expenditures of federal awards with the audited financial statements, or 
if the schedule will not be presented with the audited financial statements, to make the audited 
financial statements readily available to the intended users of the schedule of expenditures of federal 
awards no later than the date of issuance by you of the schedule and our report thereon.  
 
As part of our audit process, we will request from management written confirmation concerning 
representations made to us in connection with the audit. 
 
We understand that your employees will prepare all confirmations we request and will locate any 
documents or invoices selected by us for testing. 
 
If you intend to publish or otherwise reproduce the financial statements and make reference to our 
firm, you agree to provide us with printers’ proofs or masters for our review and approval before 
printing. You also agree to provide us with a copy of the final reproduced material for our approval 
before it is distributed.  
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Non-attest Services 
 
We will also assist in preparing the financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal awards, 
and related notes of the District in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles and 
the requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance) based 
on information provided by you. These non-audit services do not constitute an audit under 
Government Auditing Standards and such services will not be conducted in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards. These services are limited to preparing the financial statements, 
schedule of expenditures of federal awards, and related notes of the District as previously outlined.  
 
We will not assume management responsibilities on behalf of the District. However, we will provide 
advice and recommendations to assist management of the District in performing its responsibilities. 
 
The District’s management is responsible for (a) making all management decisions and performing 
all management functions; (b) assigning a competent individual to oversee the services; (c) 
evaluating the adequacy of the services performed; (d) evaluating and accepting responsibility for 
the results of the services performed; and (e) designing, implementing, and maintaining the system 
of internal control, including the process used to monitor the system of internal control. 
 
Our responsibilities and limitations of the engagement is limited to our preparation of the financial 
statements and related note disclosures and the schedule of expenditures of federal awards 
previously outlined. Our firm in its sole professional judgment, reserves the right to refuse to do any 
procedure or take any action that could be construed as making management decisions or assuming 
management responsibilities, including determining account coding and approving journal entries. 
Our firm will advise with regard to financial reporting, but the District must make all decisions with 
regard to those matters. 
 
Government Auditing Standards require that we document an assessment of the skills, knowledge, 
and experience of management, should we participate in any form of preparation of the basic financial 
statements and related schedules or disclosures as these actions are deemed a non-audit service. 
 
 
Engagement Administration, Fees and Timing 
 
We will schedule the engagement based in part on deadlines, working conditions, and the availability 
of your key personnel. We will plan the engagement based on the assumption that your personnel 
will cooperate and provide assistance by performing tasks such as preparing requested schedules, 
retrieving supporting documents, and preparing confirmations. If for whatever reason your personnel 
are unavailable to provide the necessary assistance in a timely manner, it may substantially increase 
the work we have to do to complete the engagement within the established deadlines, resulting in 
an increase in fees over our original fee estimate. 
 
The timing of our audit will be scheduled for performance and completion as follows: 

  
 
Document internal control and preliminary tests 

 
July 2026 

 
Mail confirmations 

 
September 2026 

 
Perform year-end audit procedures 

 
October 2026 

 
Issue audit reports 

 
December 2026 
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Kent Willis is the engagement partner for the audit services specified in this letter. His responsibilities 
include supervising Pattillo, Brown & Hill, LLP’s services performed as part of this engagement and 
signing or authorizing another qualified firm representative to sign the audit report. 
 
Our fees for these services will be at our standard hourly rates plus out-of-pocket cost (such as 
reports reproduction, word processing, postage, travel, copies, telephone, etc.) except that we agree 
that our gross fee, including expenses, will not exceed $53,800. Our standard hourly rates vary 
according to the degree of responsibility involved and the experience level of the personnel assigned 
to your audit. Our invoices for these fees will be rendered each month as work progresses and are 
payable on presentation. In accordance with our firm policies, work may be suspended if your account 
becomes 30 days or more overdue and may not be resumed until your account is paid in full. If we 
elect to terminate our services for nonpayment, our engagement will be deemed to have been 
completed upon written notification of termination, even if we have not completed our report(s). You 
will be obligated to compensate us for all time expended and to reimburse us for all out-of-pocket 
costs through the date of termination. The above fee is based on anticipated cooperation from your 
personnel and the assumption that unexpected circumstances will not be encountered during the 
audit. If significant additional time is necessary, we will discuss it with you and arrive at a new fee 
estimate before we incur the additional cost.  
 
 
Other Matters 
 
During the course of the engagement, we may communicate with you or your personnel via fax or 
email, and you should be aware that communication in those mediums contains a risk of misdirected 
or intercepted communications. In addition to fax and email, our firm also exchanges data over the 
internet using other methods (such as portals) or store electronic data via software applications 
hosted remotely through a third-party vendor’s secured portal and/or cloud.  
 
Regarding the electronic dissemination of audited financial statements, including financial statements 
published electronically on your Internet website, you understand that electronic sites are a means 
to distribute information and, therefore, we are not required to read the information contained in 
these sites or to consider the consistency of other information in the electronic site with the original 
document.  
 
Professional standards prohibit us from being the sole host and/or the sole storage for your financial 
and non-financial data. As such, it is your responsibility to maintain your original data and records 
and we cannot be responsible to maintain such original information. By signing this engagement 
letter, you affirm that you have all the data and records required to make your books and records 
complete. 

You authorize us to disclose any and all information you furnish to us in connection with the services 
provided under this engagement, including audit procedures, to third-party service providers who 
assist us in fulfilling our professional responsibilities. These service providers may be located within 
or outside the United States. Such disclosures may include, but are not limited to, confidential 
financial or investment information necessary to complete assessments or verify valuations. We have 
obtained confidentiality agreements with all our service providers to maintain the confidentiality of 
your information and we will take reasonable precautions to determine that they have the appropriate 
procedures in place to prevent the unauthorized release of confidential information to others. We will 
remain responsible for the work provided by any third-party service providers used under this 
agreement. By your signature below, you consent to having confidential information transmitted to 
entities outside the firm. Please feel free to inquire if you would like additional information regarding 
the transmission of confidential information to entities outside the firm. 
 
The audit documentation for this engagement is the property of Pattillo, Brown & Hill, LLP and 
constitutes confidential information. However, we may be requested to make certain audit 
documentation available to the Texas Education Agency, federal agencies and the U.S. Government 145



Belton Independent  
       School District March 30, 2026 Page 10 

 

 
 

Accountability Office pursuant to authority given to it by law or regulation, or to peer reviewers. If 
requested, access to such audit documentation will be provided under the supervision of Pattillo, 
Brown & Hill’s personnel. Furthermore, upon request, we may provide copies of selected audit 
documentation to these agencies and regulators. The regulators and agencies may intend, or decide, 
to distribute the copies of information contained therein to others, including other governmental 
agencies. 
 
Further, we will be available during the year to consult with you on financial management and 
accounting matters of a routine nature.  
 
During the course of the audit, we may observe opportunities for economy in, or improved controls 
over, your operations. We will bring such matters to the attention of the appropriate level of 
management, either orally or in writing.  
 
We agree to retain our audit documentation or work papers for a period of at least five years from 
the date of our report. 

You agree to inform us of facts that may affect the financial statements of which you may become 
aware during the period from the date of the auditor’s report to the date the financial statements are 
issued. 

At the conclusion of our audit engagement, we will communicate to management and Board of 
Trustees the following significant findings from the audit: 
 

 Our view about the qualitative aspects of the entity’s significant accounting practices. 
 

 Significant difficulties, if any, encountered during the audit. 
 

 Uncorrected misstatements, other than those we believe are trivial, if any. 
 

 Disagreements with management, if any. 
 

 Other findings or issues, if any, arising from the audit that are, in our professional judgment, 
significant and relevant to those charged with governance regarding their oversight of the 
financial reporting process. 

 
 Material, corrected misstatements that were brought to the attention of management as a 

result of our audit procedures. 
 

 Representations we requested from management. 
 

 Management consultations with other accountants, if any. 
 

 Significant issues, if any, arise from the audit that were discussed, or the subject of 
correspondence, with management. 

 
In accordance with the requirements of Government Auditing Standards, we have attached a copy 
of our latest external peer review report of our firm for your consideration and files. 
 
Please sign and return the attached copy of this letter to indicate your acknowledgment of, and 
agreement with, the arrangements for our audit of the financial statements, compliance over major 
federal award programs including our respective responsibilities. 
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We appreciate the opportunity to be your financial statement auditors and look forward to working 
with you and your staff.  
 
Respectfully, 
Pattillo, Brown & Hill, L.L.P.  
 

 
Kent Willis, CPA 
Waco, Texas 
 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
This letter correctly sets forth our understanding. 
 
Acknowledged and agreed on behalf of Belton Independent School District by: 
 
 
Name: __________________________________________________   
 
 
Title: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date: ___________________________________________________ 
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Report on the Firm’s System of Quality Control 

December 12, 2025 

To the Partners of Pattillo, Brown & Hill, LLP 
 and the National Peer Review Committee 
 
We have reviewed the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing practice of Pattillo, Brown & Hill, 
LLP (the firm) in effect for the year ended May 31, 2025.  Our peer review was conducted in accordance with the 
Standards for Performing and Reporting on Peer Reviews established by the Peer Review Board of the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (Standards). 

A summary of the nature, objectives, scope, limitations of, and the procedures performed in a System Review as 
described in the Standards may be found at www.aicpa.org/prsummary.  The summary also includes an 
explanation of how engagements identified as not performed or reported on in conformity with applicable 
professional standards, if any, are evaluated by a peer reviewer to determine a peer review rating. 

Firm’s Responsibility 

The firm is responsible for designing and complying with a system of quality control to provide the firm with 
reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with the requirements of applicable professional 
standards in all material respects. The firm is also responsible for evaluating actions to promptly remediate 
engagements deemed as not performed or reported on in conformity with the requirements of applicable 
professional standards, when appropriate, and for remediating weaknesses in its system of quality control, if any. 

Peer Reviewer’s Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the design of and compliance with the firm’s system of quality 
control based on our review. 

Required Selections and Considerations 

Engagements selected for review included engagements performed under Government Auditing Standards 
including compliance audits under the Single Audit Act; an audit of an employee benefit plan; and an audit 
performed under FDICIA. 

As a part of our peer review, we considered reviews by regulatory entities as communicated by the firm, if 
applicable, in determining the nature and extent of our procedures. 

Opinion 

In our opinion, the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing practice of Pattillo, Brown & Hill, LLP 
in effect for the year ended May 31, 2025, has been suitably designed and complied with to provide the firm with 
reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with applicable professional standards in all 
material respects.  Firms can receive a rating of pass, pass with deficiency(ies) or fail.  Pattillo, Brown & Hill, LLP has 
received a peer review rating of pass.  

Ericksen Krentel, LLP 

       Certified Public Accountants 
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item:​ Administrator Contract Renewals and/or Extensions and Professional Contract 
Renewals for 2026-2027 

Contact Person: Todd Schiller 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​   � None     ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 3: Attract, retain, and support a world-class team of employees. 
 
Background Information: 
 
Criteria for annual administrative contract recommendations for renewal and/or 
extensions: 

●​ New administrators with State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) 
certification must complete one full year on a probationary contract. 

●​ After completing probationary contract, two-year contracts are offered to these 
positions: principals, athletic director, head football coach, CFO, assistant 
superintendents, deputy superintendent. All other eligible administrators receive 
a one-year contract. 

 
Criteria for annual professional contract renewal recommendations: 

●​ New teachers remain on a probationary contract for three years. 
●​ One-year term contracts are issued to teachers who have successfully 

completed their probationary contract periods. 
●​ Teachers who are new to the District and have taught five out of the last eight 

years are issued a one-year term contract after completion of a one-year 
probationary contract. 

●​ Dual assignment contracts are issued to teachers with two assignments. 
●​ Other professional SBEC certified employees must complete one full year on a 

probationary contract before being provided a one-year term contract. 
 
Fiscal Implications: 
 
None 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve administrative and professional contract renewals as presented. 
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item:​ Brazos River Authority Right of Entry Agreement at Chisholm Trail Elementary 

Contact Person: Michael Morgan 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​   � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future. 
 
Background Information: 

The Belhouse Drought Preparedness Project, a planned water transport system linking 
Lake Belton to Stillhouse Hollow Lake, will provide the ability to transport water if water 
supply is needed. A portion of the transportation line is planned along the frontage road 
section at Chisholm Trail Elementary. The Right of Entry Agreement will allow the 
Brazos River Authority to perform boundary, topographic, tree surveying, geotechnical 
analysis and testing, environmental and cultural assessments, utility location/design 
assessment, and appraisal. 

Fiscal Implications: 
 
None. 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the Right of Entry Agreement permitting the Brazos River Authority to enter to 
property at Chisholm Trail Elementary for the purposes of surveying and site 
due-diligence as presented. 
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Brazos River Authority - Belhouse Drought Preparedness Project 

Details• Project goals:

✔ Improve drought preparedness and the reliability and 

resiliency of the overall regional water supply.

✔ Help ensure long-term water reliability in a region 

experiencing continued growth and development.

• Project specifics:

✔ Construct a water intake at Belton Lake.

✔ Construct an outlet at Stillhouse Hollow Lake.

✔ Build a water pipeline between Belton Lake and 

Stillhouse Hollow Lake (42" diameter, 10-14' depth).

• Project use:
✔ Pipeline only to be used during dry times.
✔ Project will only supply existing needs. No new water 

contracts will be executed. 

 

Belhouse Drought Preparedness Project – Belton ISD
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Right of Entry

 

Belhouse Drought Preparedness Project – Belton ISD

A Right of Entry (ROE) is a legal 
privilege allowing someone to enter 
another person's property for a specific, 
defined purpose. 

• What a Right of Entry allows:
✔ Surveys
✔ Environmental and engineering 

work
✔ Geotechnical testing

• Why a Right of Entry is needed:
✔ Onsite survey work will allow the 

project team to finalize the 
pipeline alignment.
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Project Schedule

Note: Timeline is preliminary and subject to change.

Belhouse Drought Preparedness Project – Belton ISD
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RIGHT OF ENTRY AGREEMENT 
 

GRANTOR: Belton Independent School District 
 
GRANTOR’s Mailing Address: PO Box 269, Belton, TX 76513 
 
GRANTEE: Brazos River Authority, a river authority of the State of Texas 
 
GRANTEE’S Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7555, Waco, TX 76714 
 
Property: 
 
 
 
Project: 

Bell County Appraisal District Property ID: 454051 
Legal Description: BISD CHISHOLM TRAIL ELEMENTARY ADDITION 
AMENDED, BLOCK 001, LOT 0001, ACRES 15.69, Texas 
 
Brazos River Authority, Belhouse Drought Preparedness Project 
Parcel Number: 061 

 
In consideration of the mutual promises set forth herein, this Right of Entry Agreement 
(“Agreement”) is hereby entered into as of the date last executed below (“Effective Date”), 
by and between GRANTOR and GRANTEE. 

1. General Terms and Conditions. The GRANTOR understands and agrees to the 
following terms and conditions: 

 
a. Grant of Right of Entry. The GRANTOR hereby grants unto the 
GRANTEE, its employees, agents, and contractors, a right-of-entry upon the real 
property (“Property”) shown on the map attached hereto as “Exhibit A”, for the 
purposes of boundary, topographic, and tree surveying, geotechnical analysis 
and testing, environmental and cultural assessments, utility location/design 
assessment, and appraisal. 

 
b. Description of Project. GRANTEE is conducting studies for the 
construction of a raw water transfer system between Belton Lake and Stillhouse 
Hollow Lake. 

 
c. Term. GRANTEE, its employees, agents and contractors, may enter upon 
the Property from and after the date of execution of this Agreement until the earlier 
of: 

 
i. The Agreement is revoked in writing by GRANTOR; 
ii. GRANTEE has notified GRANTOR in writing that the Property will 
not be necessary for the Project; 
iii. An easement or other property rights are acquired in the Property by 
GRANTEE. 
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d. Rights of Ingress and Egress. GRANTEE, its employees, agents, and 
contractors shall have the right of ingress and egress at all times upon and across 
the Property for the purposes stated above. GRANTEE, its employees, agents, 
and contractors agree to access the Property through existing access points and 
gates by pedestrian, rubber-tire, or rubber-track equipment only. 

 
e. Tools and Equipment on Property. All tools, equipment and other 
personal property taken upon or placed upon the Property by GRANTEE, its 
employees, agents and contractors for survey or testing purposes shall remain the 
property of GRANTEE, its employees, agents and contractors. Said tools, 
equipment and personal property shall be removed by GRANTEE, its employees, 
agents and contractors after completing the activities set forth in this Agreement. 

 
f. Markers on Property. In connection with the tasks described herein, 
temporary flagging or temporary markers may be used to indicate specific features 
or survey points on the Property. GRANTOR agrees not to move or remove such 
markers without the authorization of GRANTEE. 

 
g. Property Condition. GRANTEE shall leave the property in substantially 
the same condition as it was prior to entering the Property. In the event excavations 
are necessary, such shall be backfilled and the surface returned as closely as 
practicable to its original state. 

 
h. Damages Caused by GRANTEE. GRANTEE agrees to pay GRANTOR for 
all verified damages to livestock, crops, improvements or other property of 
GRANTOR caused by GRANTEE or its agents, servants, employees, contractors 
or subcontractors in performing the activities authorized herein. 

 
i. Notice to Grantor. GRANTEE shall provide a minimum 48-hour notice to 
the GRANTOR that GRANTEE, its employees, agents, and contractors will be 
entering the property for the purposes set forth above. GRANTOR’s contact 
information for purposes of receiving notice is as follows: 

 
Phone:       
Address:       
Email Address:       

2. Notice to Lessees and Tenants. The GRANTOR shall provide notice to any 
tenants or lessees on the Property that the GRANTEE, its employees, agents, and 
contractors will be entering the property for the purposes set forth above. 

 
3. Binding Effect. This Agreement, unless revoked or terminated, shall extend to 
and bind the signatory parties, their heirs, executors, administrators, legal 
representatives, successors, and assigns. 
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4. Entire Agreement. This Agreement contains the entire agreement between the 
parties relating to its subject matter. Any oral representations or modifications 
concerning this Agreement shall be of no force and effect. Any subsequent 
amendment or modification must be in writing and agreed to by both parties. 

 
5. Certification. The undersigned certifies that he or she is the owner of the 
Property. If the undersigned is not the owner of the Property, the undersigned 
warrants and represents that he or she is a duly authorized designee and empowered 
to enter into and to execute the Agreement on behalf of the owner of the Property. If the 
Property is owned by multiple owners, all legal owners must sign this Agreement for it 
to be effective. 

 
6. Comments or Requests: If GRANTOR has any special instructions, comments, 
or requests, including instructions for opening gates, lessees' or tenants' names or 
contact information, or instructions regarding animals that may approach the field crew, 
please include those here: 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be duly executed, 
intending to be bound thereby as of the Effective Date. 

 
 

GRANTOR: Belton Independent School GRANTEE: BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY 
District 

 
By:    By:   

Name:   Name: DAVID COLLINSWORTH 
Title:   Title: GENERAL MANAGER/CEO 
Date:   Date:  
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item:​ Construction Delivery Methods and Delegation of Authority for Repairs and 
Restoration of Storm Damage 

Contact Person: Dr. Michael Morgan 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​  ☑ None    � Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future. 
 
Background Information: 

At the October 2025 Regular Board meeting, the Board approved the District to retain 
services from Hoar Project Management (HPM) to provide project management 
services for repair and restoration of projects due to storm damages at multiple 
locations.  

As part of the project management services, HPM will assist in preparing  procurement 
solicitations that meet District procurement compliance and bring a recommendation to 
the administration for consideration. As authorized in Government Code 2269.053 of 
Delegation of Authority, the administration requests the Board to approve HPM as the 
designated representative to oversee the procurement process and approval of their 
suggested delivery methods for solicitations issued. The construction phase of this 
project will utilize Competitive Sealed Proposals (CSP) as the construction delivery 
method. The scope of work focuses on storm damage repairs, specifically targeting 
HVAC system repairs and roof replacements. 

The administration will submit resulting construction contracts valued at $50,000 and 
above as required under Board Policy CV(LOCAL) at a future Board meeting for 
approval.  

Fiscal Implications: 
 
The project will be funded by M&O and insurance proceeds as covered by the Belton 
ISD property/casualty policy.   
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the recommendation as presented. 
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item: Renewal of Regional Day School Program for the Deaf Shared Services 
Agreement 

Contact Person: Sara Windham 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​  � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the 
BISD vision. 
 
Background Information: 
 
Districts in the surrounding areas, to include Belton ISD, are members of a Shared 
Service Agreement (SSA) with Temple ISD to cooperatively operate their special 
education programs under the authority of Education Code Section 29.007 as the 
TEMPLE REGIONAL DAY SCHOOL PROGRAM FOR THE DEAF (TRDSPD). In this 
SSA, Temple ISD provides legally required special education and related services to 
eligible students with hearing impairments in the Belton district.  
 
Fiscal Implications: 
 
Belton ISD will pay Temple ISD for the services provided by the TRDSPD to eligible 
students in Belton ISD as agreed upon in the shared services agreement. 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the attached shared service agreement as presented. 
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SCHOOL YEAR: 2026-2027 

TEMPLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT REGIONAL DAY SCHOOL 

PROGRAM FOR THE DEAF SHARED SERVICES ARRANGEMENT 

AGREEMENT 

ACADEMY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, BELL COUNTY SPECIAL EDUCATION 

COOPERATIVE ( Bartlett Independent School District, Granger Independent School District, Holland 

Independent School District, Troy Independent School District, and Rogers Independent School 

District), BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, GATESVILLE INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT, HEART OF TEXAS COOPERATIVE FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 

(Bruceville-Eddy Independent School District, Crawford Independent School District, McGregor 

Independent School District, Moody Independent School District, Oglesby Independent School District, 

and Valley Mills Independent School District), SALADO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, and 

TEMPLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT (Member Districts) hereby agree to cooperatively 

operate their special education programs as the TEMPLE REGIONAL DAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 

FOR THE DEAF (“TRDSPD”). Member Districts agree that: 

 

1. General Covenants and Provisions 

1.1. The purpose of this Agreement is to create a cooperative agreement whereby the Member 

Districts may provide for the efficient delivery of legally required special education and 

related services to eligible students with hearing impairments in the TRDSPD catchment 

area. It is agreed and understood that any student who has a hearing impairment which 

severely impairs processing linguistic information through hearing, even with 

recommended amplification, and which adversely affects educational performance shall be 

eligible for consideration for the TRDSPD, subject to the ARD committee 

recommendations. 

1.2. The Member Districts do not intend, by entering this agreement, or otherwise, to create a 

separate or additional legal entity. 

1.3. The TRDSPD’s administrative offices will be located in the assigned Fiscal Agent district 

(currently Temple Independent School District in Temple, Texas). 

1.4. The special education program will be operated in compliance with federal and state law, 

including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Americans with Disabilities Act; Chapter 29 of the Texas 

Education Code; Chapter 30 of the Texas Education Code; implementing regulations for 

all applicable statutes; and the TRDSPD procedures approved by all Member Districts. 

1.5. Policies and/or operating guidelines inconsistent with the provisions herein shall be 

ineffective. 

1.6. All special education terms and acronyms used in this Agreement shall have the meanings 

and definitions provided to such terms and acronyms as set out in Chapter 33 of the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 United States Code Annotated 

Section 1400 et seq., 34 CFR Part 300, the Texas Education Code, Chapters 29 and 30 and 

the Texas Administrative Code, 19 TAC 89.1001 et seq. Such terms and acronyms shall 

include, but not be limited to, FAPE or Free Appropriate Public Education, Child Find, 

IEP or Individualized Education Program, LEA or Local Education Agency, LRE or Least 

Restrictive Environment, Special Education, Evaluations, DHH or Deaf and Hard of 
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Hearing, Eligibility Determinations, Educational Placements, Procedural Safeguards, SEA 

or State Education Agency, MOE or Maintenance of Effort, ESEA or Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act and ARD or Admission, Review, and Dismissal Committee. 

 

2. Management 

 

2.1. The TRDSPD shall be governed by the Management Board comprised of the Special 

Education Directors/Coordinators for the participating Member Districts or their 

designees. Such Management Board will meet as needed, at least annually, to review the 

administration and operation of the shared services agreement. Special Education 

Directors/Coordinators will keep their respective Member District boards advised of the 

Management Board’s activities. 

2.2. The TRDSPD, through its Board-approved budget and the authority of the Fiscal Agent, 

may purchase goods and services necessary to administer and operate the TRDSPD. 

2.3. The Special Education Director of the Fiscal Agent District shall serve as the Chairperson 

of the TRDSPD Board and shall preside over any meetings of the TRDSPD Board. 

2.4. The Management Board shall elect a Secretary. The Secretary will record and prepare the 

minutes of each Board meeting and retain the relevant records in a safe place. 

2.5. Each member of the Management Board shall have one vote, and all action taken shall be 

by majority vote with a quorum present. 

2.6. Special meetings may be called by the Chairperson. Members of the Management Board 

may submit requests for special meetings to the Chairperson. The Chairperson shall 

regularly schedule board meetings, of which there shall be at least one (1) per school year. 

2.7. Any non-member independent school district may request to obtain educational services 

from the TRDSPD by making such request in writing to the Management Board and 

agreeing in writing to be responsible for all charges incurred for any services provided at 

the customary and usual rates charged by the TRDSPD. The Management Board is 

authorized to make decisions regarding the approval and dismissal of non-member 

requests. Factors to be considered by the Management Board when considering the non-

member LEA’s request for services/placement include, but are not limited to: (1) the type 

of services needed; (2) whether additional TRDSPD staff will have to be employed or 

engaged to serve the student; (3) whether the non-member LEA is a member of any other 

shared services arrangement; (4) whether the non-member LEA can pay all transportation 

costs for transporting the student and all travel costs of staff associated with serving the 

student; (5) whether the non-member LEA will agree to transfer funds applicable to the 

education of such student to TRDSPD as appropriate and allowable; (6) whether the non-

member LEA will pay all other costs incurred by TRDSPD in providing educational 

services to such student; and (7) whether the non-member LEA will agree to assume to 

responsibility for attorney’s fees and costs associated with any legal action brought by 

such student or his or her parents. 

2.8. Requests for membership in the TRDSPD shared services arrangement will be approved 

based on a majority vote of the TRDSPD Board. 

2.9. The TRDSPD Board may, by majority vote of its membership, revoke the membership of 

a Member District for non-compliance with the terms of the Agreement or for non-

compliance with the policies and procedures of the TRDSPD. A District whose 

membership is revoked is not entitled to any distribution of funds or property. 
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3. Personnel 

 

3.1. The chief administrator of the TRDSPD will be the Fiscal Agent’s Special Education 

Director. The Director shall serve under a contract with the Fiscal Agent District and be 

subject to the personnel policies of the Fiscal Agent District. 

3.2. The Fiscal Agent District is responsible for employing and dismissing both centralized and 

itinerant staff as determined by the general policies of the Fiscal Agent District. Member 

District input regarding employee performance will be considered. 

3.3. Any hearing on an employee grievance, termination, or nonrenewal is the responsibility 

of, and will be held in accordance with the policies of the Fiscal Agent. 

3.4. The Special Education Director of each Member District shall serve as deputy officers for 

public records for purposes of the Texas Public Information Act and the Local 

Government Records Act for matters pertaining to the district each deputy represents. 

3.5. Personnel assigned to a Member District, with Management Board approval, shall serve 

under contract to that district and are subject to that district’s personnel policies. Personnel 

who serve more than one Member District, (itinerant personnel) must be employed by one 

Member District, and serve other Member Districts with Management Board approval, but 

remain subject to the personnel policies of the employing Member District. 

3.6. Each Member District shall be responsible for adopting a salary schedule for program 

personnel assigned to said district. The TRDSPD shall provide funding for salaries in 

accordance with the TEA Funding schedule and to the extent such funding allows. 

3.7. TRDSPD personnel (consultants) are assigned to provide district services to eligible 

students who reside within the boundaries of the Member Districts. Consultants are 

employed by and serve under contract to the Fiscal Agent and are subject to the Fiscal 

Agent policies. 

 

4. Fiscal Agent 

 

4.1. TEMPLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT will serve as the Fiscal Agent of the 

TRDSPD. TEMPLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT acknowledges that it is an 

accredited Texas school district and that it offers grades kindergarten through 12. 

4.2. Except as otherwise provided herein, the Fiscal Agent is responsible for applying for, 

receiving, collecting, expending, and distributing all funds, regardless of source, in 

accordance with the budget adopted by the Temple ISD Board. The Fiscal Agent shall 

provide accounting services, reports, TRDSPD records, suitable facilities for special 

education administrative and support staff, and shall perform any other responsibilities 

required by TRDSPD staff. 

4.3. The Fiscal Agent will account for salaries and expenses of personnel, TRDSPD operating 

expenses, IDEA-Part B funds, Elementary and Secondary Education Act funds, and any 

other funding received for the purpose of furthering this program. The Fiscal Agent will 

maintain personnel records and payroll systems for all TRDSPD staff. 

4.4. Students who attend the cluster site will be considered transfer students in 

accordance with the Student Attendance & Accounting Handbook section 4.11 

which states RDSPD’s SSA’s must report students who reside in one district but 

receive educational services in another district as transfer students.  The fiscal 

agent will report PEIMS data to TEA on all cluster site-based students. Students 

who are receiving consult, itinerant or infant (0-2) services in their local member 

district LEA will be reported by that member district. 
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What services are student 

receiving? 

Who is responsible for 

reporting PEIMS? 

Daily RDSPD services at cluster site in 

Temple ISD 
RDSPD Fiscal Agent 

Weekly RDSPD itinerant services 

in home district 
Member LEA 

Consult DHH services in home 

district 
Member LEA 

Infant services (0-2 years of age) Member LEA 

 

Temple ISD RDSPD will share updated student rosters with each LEA prior to the 

October PEIMS snapshot date and confirm enrollment and student services. During 

the period between PEIMS October snapshot and the 3rd Friday in January after 

Winter Break, PEIMS correction should be completed through the PEIMS 

resubmission date in January to confirm enrollment and student services. 

4.5. The Fiscal Agent may negotiate contracts with outside service providers for special 

education and related services for students with disabilities in accordance with law and 
Fiscal Agent policies. The Fiscal Agent shall require ADA compliance by each service 

provider, when necessary or required by law. 
4.6. Any assets purchased with TRDSPD funds will be owned by the TRDSPD. Any assets 

owned by a Member District and provided for the use of TRDSPD student(s) shall remain 

the property of the Member District. 

4.7. The Fiscal Agent must notify other Member Districts of any intention to withdraw as 

Fiscal Agent of the TRDSPD by January 1 preceding the end of the last fiscal year it 

intends to serve as Fiscal Agent. After a satisfactory independent audit for the TRDSPD’s 

accounts, the transfer of the Fiscal Agent status will become effective July 1. 

4.8. Should the Fiscal Agent cease to serve, for any reason, the TRDSPD Management Board 

will appoint another Member District as Fiscal Agent. 

 

5. General Obligations for Member Districts 

 

5.1. Member Districts agree that funds assessed under TRDSPD policies or other legal 

requirements will be remitted within thirty (30) calendar days of receiving a statement 

from the Fiscal Agent. 

5.2. Costs of residential placement for any student shall be the sole responsibility of the 

Member District legally required to provide residential placement services, with no joint 

liability of Member Districts. 

5.3. Each Member District agrees to cooperate with the Fiscal Agent in maintaining the proper 

fiscal, personnel, and student records for the TRDSPD operations. 

5.4. Should a Member District elect to terminate any or all services provided by the TRDSPD, 

written notice shall be provided to the Fiscal Agent by December 1 of the prior year. 

Request for reinstatement of services shall be submitted by December 1 of the year prior 

to reinstatement. Upon full withdrawal, the Member District shall return any materials or 

equipment purchased with TRDSPD funds to the TRDSPD administrative offices. The 

withdrawing District is not entitled to any other distribution of funds or property. 

5.5. Member Districts are ultimately responsible for the education of all students with auditory 

impairments within its district boundaries whether the child is served in the local program, 163
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the TRDSPD, or other placements. Such responsibility includes the provision of any 

related services as determined necessary by the ARD committee. The Member District 

will also be responsible for conducting diagnostic and evaluation services if the student 

receives deaf education and instruction on an itinerant basis from the Member District. 

Deaf instruction and services will be provided by the Temple ISD RDSPD. 

5.6. Each Member District shall be responsible for the employment of interpreters or 

classrooms aids serving deaf or hard of hearing students attending school in the Member 

District. 

5.7. Assistive technology devices will be purchased for students attending the TRDSPD if 

such devices have been identified by the student’s ARD committee as necessary for the 

provision of a free appropriate public education to the student. The TRDSPD will work 

with Member Districts to support the evaluation and identification of assistive 

technology for students receiving services in the Member District. If the TRDSPD has 

appropriate assistive technology equipment to lend to a Member District, the Member 

District may apply for such equipment in accordance with TRDSPD procedures. If 

assistive technology equipment is not available through the TRDSPD, it is the Member 

District’s responsibility to purchase assistive technology to meet the student’s needs. 
 

6. Fiscal Practices 

 

6.1. Administrative costs, including, but not limited to, all costs and salaries related to the 

supervisor, classroom teachers, itinerant teachers, interpreters, classroom aides, and 

Regional Day School office staff, as well as any uncontrollable costs, incurred by the 

TRDSPD, over and above the amount of state deaf and/or federal funds, shall be divided 

among the Member Districts based on the number of students being served by the 

TRDSPD from each Member District. The number of students being served will be 

determined by the October PEIMS count, the Friday of the first week of January, and 

March 31st of the current school year. 

6.2. Costs will be billed to Member Districts based on a 2 tier formula determined by the level 

of service (consult or ECI, Direct or Cluster) by April 15 of the current school year and 

shall be divided among the Member Districts based on the number of students being 

served by the TRDSPD from each Member District. Each Member District shall remit 

these costs to the TRDSPD June 1 of the current school year. 

6.3. Students served under 504 will be charged .25 per student of the total enrolled. 

6.4. Member Districts will be notified in writing when the estimated entitlement figures are 

known by the Texas Education Agency, if excess costs are to be charged back to Member 

Districts and what the maximum total of their shared costs are estimated to be. 

6.5. A Member District shall not be responsible for any costs associated with the TRDSPD 

unless such Member District has a student receiving services from the TRDSPD. 

6.6. Districts with students receiving itinerant services through the TRDSPD shall remit state 

deaf funds to the Fiscal Agent district. Member Districts whose students are served in the 

Temple Independent School District shall remit to the Temple Independent School District 

state and federal deaf funds, as well as ADA. 

6.7. The TRDSPD’s accounts will be audited annually by the independent auditor for the 

Fiscal Agent at Fiscal Agent’s expense. 
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7. Educational Services 

 

7.1. The TRDSPD shall provide educational services to students who meet the conditions to 

qualify as auditory impaired and who attend TRDSPD. The services will be provided 

along a continuum, ranging from total integration into general education with supportive 

services to full-day specialized classes. Services may include deaf education instruction 

and support, and mainstream support, as well as necessary services for the student’s 

participation in school sponsored extracurricular activities. Diagnostic and evaluation 

services shall be provided by the TRDSPD only for students in attendance at the 

TRDSPD. 

7.2. Related services shall be provided in accordance with state and federal rules and 

regulations governing special education. The ARD committee shall determine student 

needs and appropriate related services. Related services not directly related to auditory 

impairment (for example, counseling, physical therapy) shall be the responsibility of the 

student’s home district. 

7.3. The Fiscal Agent District will provide related services to Medicaid-eligible students 

attending the TRDSPD, assuming proper consent for Medicaid services has been obtained 
from the parent. Otherwise, the Member District responsible for the student must reimburse the 

Fiscal Agent District for any related services provided to the student by the Fiscal Agent District. 
 

8. Legal Responsibilities 

 

8.1. Except as otherwise provided herein, the Member District wherein the student is enrolled 

shall be solely responsible for the provision of a Free Appropriate Public Education 

(“FAPE”). 

8.2. The Member District where a student resides is responsible for legal costs, court costs, and 

attorney’s fees resulting from litigation involving that student. 

8.3. If the TRDSPD or the Fiscal Agent is named a party in a legal action as a result of its 

involvement as or with the TRDSPD, all costs associated with the TRDSPD or the Fiscal 

Agent’s legal defense, settlement, and/or judgment shall be paid by the student’s home 

Member District. 

8.4. Each Member District shall be responsible for legal fees incurred due to complaints, 

grievances, or litigation arising from an employee with whom the District has a contract or 

with whom the District has an employment relationship. All hearings related to the 

employee grievances, terminations, or nonrenewal of TRDSPD staff members will be held 

in accordance with the policies of the Fiscal Agent. 

8.5. The legal responsibilities stated herein shall survive the expiration of the contract should 

litigation arise from events that occurred during the term of the contract. 

8.6. The Member Districts agree to negotiate in good faith to resolve any dispute related to this 

Agreement. If the dispute cannot be resolved by negotiations, the dispute shall be 

submitted to mediation before resorting to litigation. If the need for mediation arises, a 

mutually acceptable mediator shall be chosen by the parties to the dispute who shall share 

the cost of mediation services based upon an equal split between the parties. 

8.7. Each Member District bears its own risk of loss. “Loss” includes, but is not limited to, 

damage to or loss of personal or real property, costs of administrative hearings, litigation 

expenses, awards of damages, court costs, attorneys’ fees, and settlement costs. 

8.8. Each Member District will insure its owned or leased vehicles used in the transportation of 

students with disabilities for the statutory maximum limits of school district liability for 

motor vehicle accidents. 165
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9. Transportation 

 

9.1. Each Member District bears responsibility for providing or contracting for the 

transportation of each of its transportation-eligible students to each facility at which 

services are provided. 

9.2. It is agreed that in the event a student’s placement in the Texas School for the Deaf (TSD) 

is requested by a Member District and granted by the student’s ARD Committee, then any 

and all transportation costs will be the responsibility of the Member District where the 

student resides. 

 

10. Dissolution 

 

10.1. Dissolution of the TRDSPD will require the affirmative vote of a majority of the Member 

Districts. Upon dissolution, unexpended federal funds contributed by a Member District 

shall be returned to that Member District. Any assets owned by a Member District and 

provided for the use of TRDSPD student(s) shall remain the property of the Member 
District and shall be returned upon dissolution. All property purchased with TRDSPD funds will 

become the property of the successor RDSPD to which services will transfer at the time of 

dissolution. If there is no successor RDSPD, assets will be distributed to Member Districts on a 

fair and equitable basis agreed upon at the time of dissolution. The dissolution will take effect at 

the end of the fiscal year in which the vote to dissolve passes. 
 

11. The Agreement 

 

11.1. This Agreement will be automatically renewed by each Member District annually unless 

notice of withdrawal or dissolution is given under the terms of this Agreement. 

11.2. This Agreement will supersede all previous agreements among the parties in relation to 

the operation of the TRDSPD and responsibilities under any prior TRDSPD agreement. 

11.3. This Agreement will apply to and bind the representatives and successors in interest of 

the parties to this Agreement. 

11.4. This Agreement is governed by the laws of the State of Texas. 

11.5. If any provision of the Agreement becomes or is held violative of any law or 

unenforceable, then the invalidity of that provision will not invalidate the remaining 

provisions. The Member Districts agree that all remaining provisions of the Agreement 

will remain in effect. 

11.6. Citations of any references to any specific federal or state statute or administrative 

regulation in this Agreement include any amendment to or successor of that statute or 

regulation. 

11.7. It is understood and agreed that this Agreement may be executed in a number of identical 

counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original for all purposes. 

11.8. Per approval by the Board of Trustees of each Member District, the Special Education 

Director of each Member District will act as the Board Designee for purposes of approval 

of this Agreement. 

11.9. It is agreed and understood that the terms of this Agreement shall not be modified absent 

written agreement of all parties. 
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ACADEMY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 
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BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 
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GATESVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 
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SALADO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 
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TEMPLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 
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BELL COUNTY SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVE 

 

 

BARTLETT INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTIRCT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 

 

 

 

HOLLAND INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTIRCT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 

 

 

 

ROGERS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 

 

 

 

TROY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 

GRANGER INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

  

Board President or Designee Date 
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HEART OF TEXAS COOPERATIVE FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 

 

 

 

BRUCEVILLE-EDDY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 

 

 

 

CRAWFORD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 

 

 

 

MCGREGOR INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 

 

 

 

MOODY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 

 

 

 

OGLESBY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 

 

 

 

VALLEY MILLS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

Board President or Designee Date 
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item:​ Renewal of Interlocal Agreement with City of Temple After-School Childcare​  

Contact Person: Cassandra Spearman 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​   � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 4: Develop a district-wide culture of value, support, and growth amongst all 
students and staff. 
 
Background Information: 
 
The City of Temple offers state licensed low cost, high quality before and after school 
care for elementary school aged students in the City of Temple.  The City of Temple is 
trained to offer competent, creative, and concerned supervision.  Financial assistance is 
also available for qualifying families. 
 
The District wishes to renew the child care agreement for the 2026-2027 school year. 
 
Fiscal Implications: 
 
None 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the attached interlocal agreement with the City of Temple for after-school 
childcare as presented. 
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

THE BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
AND 

THE CITY OF TEMPLE, TEXAS 
FOR PROVISION OF AN AFTER-SCHOOL CHILDCARE PROGRAM 

  
This Interlocal Agreement (the “Agreement”) is made the May 21, 2026 by and between 
Belton Independent School District (“BISD”), an independent school district in the State of 
Texas, and the City of Temple (the “City”), a Texas home rule municipality, acting through 
its Parks and Recreation Department, (individually, a “Party” and collectively, the “Parties”) 
for the purposes, mutual promises, and consideration expressed herein. 
  
WHEREAS, BISD and the City are both local governmental entities organized under the 
laws of the State of Texas and authorized under Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code, 
the Texas Interlocal Cooperation Act, to contract with each other for the performance of 
governmental functions; 
  
WHEREAS, a need has been identified in BISD for an after-school childcare program; 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Temple Parks and Recreation Services Department has proposed a 
method of fulfilling that need; 
  
WHEREAS, students and parents in BISD and the citizens of Temple benefit from such a 
program; and 
  
WHEREAS, the governing bodies of the governmental entities party to this Agreement have 
considered the Agreement and deem it in the best interest of the public. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows: 
  

I. PROGRAM 
  
The City will sponsor, conduct, and provide, and the BISD will allow and cooperate in the 
provisions of an after-school childcare program at Burrell Elementary, Tarver Elementary, 
Lakewood Elementary, Pirtle Elementary, High Point Elementary, and Charter Oak 
Elementary School (hereinafter referred to as "the Program.") In consideration for the City’s 
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provision of these services, the BISD hereby waives all fees from the City during the times 
the Program is conducted at the BISD facilities. 
  

II. HOURS 
  
The Program will be conducted at the aforementioned BISD facilities each school day from 
the time that school is dismissed until 6:00 p.m. 

III. HOLIDAYS 
  
Programs sponsored and conducted for the Program participants during school holidays will 
be held at an alternate location, and not the listed BISD facilities. 
  

IV. PROGRAM FEE 
  
The City will be responsible for the cost, charge, or collection of any fees approved by BISD 
for participation in the Program. The City will be responsible for granting or denying any full 
or partial fee waivers. 
  
BISD will not be responsible for the cost, charge, or collection of any fees for participation 
in the Program, nor will BISD be responsible for granting or denying any full or partial fee 
waivers. 
  

V. AVAILABLE PROGRAM AREAS 
  
The areas at each facility to be used by the City for provision of the Program will be as 
agreed to by the City and the Principal at each facility. In the event that the City and the 
facility Principal are unable to agree, the Principal will determine the areas to be used by the 
City; provided, however, the following areas in the specified BISD facilities will be included 
in the areas available to the City during Program hours: 
  

     ​ 1. ​ Outdoor play area; 
     ​ 2. ​ Indoor play area, which will include indoor space for table activities, 
snack, lunch, and interest centers; 
     ​ 3. ​ A gym (if available); 
     ​ 4. ​ Restroom facilities; 
     ​ 5. ​ Water fountain; 
     ​ 6. ​ Storage space (if available); and 
     ​ 7. ​ Flow areas between above-specified spaces. 
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BISD reserves the right to utilize the foregoing areas for either school purposes or for other 
childcare programs, and the City understands that this Agreement does not constitute an 
exclusive license to the City for the use of said areas. 
  
The City will be responsible for keeping the available areas in a neat and orderly condition 
and agrees to replace, at the expense of the City, any damaged or missing equipment or any 
damage to a BISD facility that results from the City’s negligence. 
  
The City will be responsible for securing all areas used at each facility at the end of each day 
the Program is held at a BISD facility. 
  
The City will provide the following equipment, services, and/or facilities, if necessary: 
  

     ​ 1. ​ Moveable storage unit(s); and 
     ​ 2. ​ General cleaning of Program areas. 

  
BISD will designate an area in each facility for the placement of City-provided equipment 
and/or facilities. 
  

VI. COSTS 
  
The City will bear all costs associated with initiation and provision of the Program, 
including, without limitation, the cost of obtaining necessary licenses, materials, and staff. 
  

VII. STANDARDS AND LICENSING 
  
The Program is exempt from regulation by the Texas Department of Family and Protective 
Services, pursuant to Texas Human Resources Code § 42.041(b)(14) and as codified in the 
Texas Administrative Code § 745.115(3). Texas law exempts elementary age (5-13 years old) 
recreation programs for children that meet the following criteria: 
  
        ​ A)    ​ A municipality operates the program; and 
  

B)    ​ The governing body of the municipality annually adopts standards of 
care by ordinance after a public hearing for such programs; and 
  
C)    ​ The program provides these standards to the parents of each program 
participant; and 
  

177



D)    ​ The ordinance includes, at a minimum, the child/caregiver ratios, 
minimum staff qualifications, minimum facility, health, and safety standards, 
and mechanisms for monitoring and enforcing the adopted local standards; and 
  
E)    ​ The program informs the parents that the state does not license the 
program; and 
  

        ​ F)    ​ The program does not advertise itself as a childcare facility. 
  
The City agrees that this Agreement is conditioned on its compliance with the requirements 
as set forth in § 42.041(b)(14) of the Texas Human Resources Code. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

VIII. STUDENTS 
  
PARTICIPATION 
  
Each student participating in the Program will participate in the Program at theBISD facility 
at which the student normally attends school, unless specifically designated otherwise. BISD 
will not be responsible for transporting participating students from one BISD facility to 
another BISD facility. 
  
The number of students permitted to participate in the Program will be one Program staff for 
each fifteen children. Access to the Program will not be denied because of race, color, sex, 
national origin, or handicapping condition. 
  
Each student's participation in the Program is completely voluntary. Neither BISD nor the 
City will coerce parents or students to participate in the Program. 
  
DAILY RESPONSIBILITIES 
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The City will be responsible for the students participating in the Program upon the student’s 
arrival at the facility’s Program area. 
  
The City will abide by and enforce standard school rules, including, without limitation, rules 
requiring walking in the halls and keeping the facilities clean. The City will also establish 
rules for behavior for students participating in the Program. 
  
The City will take attendance each day of the Program. 
  
The City will keep all students participating in the Program in the areas designated unless 
such students are accompanied by staff. 
  

IX. PROMOTION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
  
The City will be responsible for promoting the Program and recruiting students to participate 
in the Program. BISD will assist the City by allowing information to be distributed through 
the schools. All distributed information will specify that BISD is neither sponsoring nor 
operating the Program and that BISD is not responsible for the care or treatment of the 
students participating in the Program. 
  
The City will contact parents of students as necessary and will encourage parent 
involvement. 
  
The City will hold conferences with each Principal on a regular basis to discuss the progress, 
success, and any problems in the Program. 
  
  

X. STAFF 
  
Training, supervision, and compensation of all Program staff will be the sole responsibility 
of the City. The City agrees that BISD has the right to deny any City staff member access to 
BISD facilities and/or students in the event BISD determines that such staff member(s) poses 
a safety risk to BISD students. In the event such a situation exists, BISD agrees to give the 
City notice of the denial of privileges as soon as practical. 
  

XI. INSURANCE AND INDEMNIFICATION 
  
During the term of this Agreement, and any extensions thereof, the City will maintain 
comprehensive general liability insurance in the amount of one million dollars 
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($1,000,000.00). Prior to the initiation of the after-school childcare Program, the City will 
furnish BISD with a valid current certificate of insurance evidencing the above coverage. 
The policies will be endorsed with an ‘indemnity under contract’ endorsement in favor of 
BISD. The limits of liability shown for each type of insurance coverage to be provided by the 
City pursuant hereto will not be deemed to constitute a limitation of the City liability for 
claims hereunder or otherwise. 
  

XII. TERM OF AGREEMENT 
  
This Agreement will begin on the day set forth above and will expire on the last school day 
of the 2026-2027 school year, at which time the Parties may extend or renegotiate the 
Agreement by mutual consent. Either Party may cancel this Agreement with 60 days written 
notice for failure by either Party to comply with any of the conditions of this Agreement. The 
canceling Party will provide written documentation of any non-compliance and a reasonable 
time for correction. 
  

XIII. NO WAIVER OF IMMUNITY 
  
No provision of this Agreement is a waiver of sovereign immunity from suit or liability, and 
no provision of this Agreement is a waiver of any public official, employee, or volunteer 
immunity. The City and BISD expressly retain all immunities provided to governmental 
entities, their officials, employees, and volunteers as those immunities now exist or may exist 
in accordance with the law of the State of Texas. 
  

XIV. MODIFICATIONS 
  
This Agreement may be modified by written approval of the BISD Board of Trustees, or its 
designees, and the City of Temple, Texas, or its designee. 
  

XV. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 
  
This document is the final Agreement of the Parties hereto. There are no representations or 
promises between the Parties other than those set out herein. 

XVI. APPLICABLE LAW 
  
This Agreement will be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State 
of Texas. 
  

XVII. MULTIPLE ORIGINALS 
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This Agreement may be executed in a number of identical counterparts, each of which will 
be deemed an original for all purposes. 
  

XVIII. AUTHORITY AND EXECUTION 
  
The undersigned warrants that he or she is duly authorized to execute this Agreement on 
behalf of the entity named. 
  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have made and executed this Agreement on the 
dates stated. 
  

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
  
_________________________________________ 
Manuel Alcozer, Board of Trustees President 
  
  
_________________________________________ 
Dr. Malinda Golden, Superintendent 
  

  
Date: 
_____________________ 
  
  
  
Date: 
_____________________ 

  
CITY OF TEMPLE, TEXAS 

  
_________________________________________ 
Timothy A. Davis, Mayor 
  
  
_________________________________________ 
Brynn Myers, City Manager 

  
Date: _____________________ 
  
  
  
Date: _____________________ 

  
ATTEST: 
  
  
_________________________________________ 
Jana Lewellen, City Secretary 
  

  
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
  
  
__________________________ 
City Attorney’s Office 
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

April 20, 2026 

Item:​ Renewal of Interlocal Agreement with YMCA Central Texas for Before and 
After-School Care​  

Contact Person: Dr. Cassandra Spearman 

Presented for:​ ☑ Action      � Report Only  

Supporting Documents:​   � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later   
 

District Goal or Objective Addressed: 

Goal 4: Develop a district-wide culture of value, support, and growth amongst all 
students and staff. 
 
Background Information: 
 
The YMCA of Central Texas offers state licensed low cost, high quality before and after 
school care for elementary school aged students in the City of Belton.  The YMCA is 
trained to offer competent, creative, and concerned supervision.  Financial assistance is 
also available for qualifying families. 
 
The District wishes to renew the child care agreement for the 2026-2029 school year. 
 
Fiscal Implications: 
 
None 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
Approve the agreement with YMCA Central Texas as presented. 
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YMCA AFTER SCHOOL CHILD CARE AGREEMENT   
YMCA of Central Texas: Belton Independent School District  

2026-2029   
  

This Agreement is made by and between the Belton Independent School District ("BISD") and the YMCA 
of Central Texas ("YMCA") for the purposes, mutual promises, and consideration expressed herein.  

  
WHEREAS a continuing need has been identified in the Belton Independent School District for an after 

school program and  
a summer day camp program; and  
  
WHEREAS the Young Men's Christian Association is a nationally recognized leader in the provision of 

childcare programs, athletic   
programs and management of recreational facilities; and  
  
WHEREAS the YMCA conducts an after school program / summer day camp-program, has current 

facilities to host   
outdoor and environmental educational programs; and  
  
WHEREAS students and parents in BISD would benefit from such a community partnership.  
  
NOW THEREFORE, BISD and YMCA agree as follows:  
  

1.​ After School Program (“After Hours Program”):  
  

a. YMCA shall sponsor, conduct, and provide, and BISD shall allow and cooperate in provision of 
an After-Hours Program at select BISD elementary schools.  The After-Hours Program shall start 
each year on the First Day of School as that term is herein defined and end on the last day of 
Summer Day Camp as that term is herein defined.  The “First Day of School” is defined as the 
first day of regular student attendance at BISD.  The “Last Day of Summer Day Camp” is defined 
as the last Friday of the final week of July.  
  

2.​ After Hours Program – Locations: BISD elementary campuses shall be made available to the 
YMCA for conduct of the After-Hours Program on the above referenced days at the following locations: 
Chislom, Sparta, Southwest, BECS and Hubbard.  The parties agree other sites could be made 
available as new Elementary Schools are opened during the term of this contract.  

  
3.​ After Hours Program - Hours: The After-Hours Program shall be conducted each regular school 

day from the time that school is dismissed until 6:00 p.m.  
4.​ After Hours Program - Fees:  The After-Hours facility usage fees shall be as follows:  
●​ The YMCA agrees to pay BISD 10% of total participant fees earned pertaining to the After-Hours 

program per month.    

ISD Employees receiving a discount shall not be counted when calculating payments due.  Partial month 
fees will be calculated if applicable.  
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* Fees may increase pending final decisions by the Board of Trustees regarding the BISD budget, 
particularly as those decisions impact facility use fees in conjunction with Chapter 41 reductions and 
increased revenues.  

5.​ All Day Out Program for BISD Staff Development:  The YMCA shall conduct a full day 
program like the After-Hours Program on weekdays during the regular school year when school is not in 
session due to professional development training days.  The full day program shall be conducted on staff 
development and preparation dates from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Specific dates will be designated by BISD 
at the time the BISD School Calendar is adopted.  

BISD facilities are not available for use on the following dates, due to district and custodial holidays as 
well as YMCA recognized holidays:  

●​ Labor Day   
●​ Thanksgiving Break  
●​ **Winter Break/Spring Break  
●​ December 25th  
●​ January 1st  
●​ Martin Luther King Jr. Day   
●​ Good Friday  
●​ Memorial Day   
●​ 4th of July  

** Exception:  The YMCA will use one school site during Spring Break and Winter Break (Monday – 
Friday). Such sites will be determined 60 days prior to both breaks.   BISD facilities are not available for 
use: December 24 & 31, when applicable.  

6.  Camp Programs (“Summer Camp”):  

a.​ The YMCA shall conduct camp during Spring Break and the summer months when 
school is not in session.   Camp program will start on the first day of Spring Break and the “First 
Day of Summer Break” and shall end on the last full week in July prior to the “First Day of 
School”.  (See Exhibit A for District Calendar)  

7. Camp - Locations:   BISD facilities shall be made available to conduct Camp.  The specific sites will be 
determined based on BISD maintenance schedules and number of students participating in the camp 
program. A minimum of one school site will be identified by February 1 of each year.  
  
BISD will coordinate with the YMCA to guarantee that facility access is available during the break for 
BISD including air conditioning and emergency contacts.  

8.​ Summer Camp – Facility Usage Fees: The fees for the Summer Camp shall be as follows.  

The YMCA agrees to pay BISD 10% of total participant fees for use of BISD facilities for 
Summer Day Camp.  Partial month fees will be prorated. ISD families receiving a discount shall 
not be counted when calculating payments due.  

— Fees may increase pending final decisions by the Board of Trustees regarding the budget, 
particularly as those decisions impact facility use fees in conjunction with Chapter 41 
reductions and increased revenues.  

184



9.​ Program Fees to Participants: Program fees shall be determined by the YMCA with the 
approval of BISD administrative personnel in March of each year for the following school year 
such approval to not be unreasonably withheld.  The YMCA shall be responsible for billing and 
collection of fees from parents of children enrolled in the After-Hours Program.  Upon receipt of 
sufficient proof of financial need, YMCA may waive all or a portion of the established fee for any 
program participant.  The availability to a program participant of such a full or partial fee waiver 
shall be based on the availability of subsidies from other sources.  The YMCA shall strive to 
provide access to the After-Hours Program regardless of a participant's ability to pay.  

BISD employees will be charged a discounted rate for all regular After Hours Program fees and 
programs.  A current pay stub or ID badge must be shown to receive the discounted rate.  

10.Available Space: The spaces to be used by the YMCA for provision of the programs, at the specified 
BISD facilities, must be available on a daily basis and will include: an outdoor play area, indoor program 
area including gym and cafeteria, restroom facilities, water fountains, storage area, and flow areas 
between the foregoing spaces.  YMCA shall be responsible for keeping the available areas in a neat and 
orderly condition and shall repair or replace at the expense of the YMCA any damaged or missing 
equipment or damage to the facility, resulting from any negligence of the YMCA.  YMCA shall be 
responsible for securing all areas used at each facility at the close of each program day.  

BISD and YMCA understand and agree that other uses of the cafeteria and/or gym may preempt 
the YMCA's scheduled use of the facilities, and BISD agrees to give as much notification as 
possible to the YMCA of such events except in case of emergencies, or other unforeseen events.  

11.Costs: YMCA shall bear all costs associated with initiation and provision of the After-Hours Program 
and Camp. YMCA shall specifically bear all costs associated with licensing, staffing, and operating the 
programs.  
  
12.Standards and Licensing: The After-Hours Program shall be licensed by the Texas Department of 
Protective and Family Regulatory Services, or any successor agency, as a licensed day care center at 
each specific campus in which the program operates.  YMCA shall secure a required license prior to 
operation of program at any school and shall conduct program in such a manner as to comply with 
on-going requirements of licensure.  The Principal at each BISD facility covered by this Agreement shall 
cooperate with YMCA in the licensing process by providing such documents and information as may be 
required to obtain and maintain licensing.  Any expense, modifications or other actions required to be 
taken to receive or comply with any required license shall be taken at the expense of the YMCA and only 
after permission of the principal at the school involved.  
Note: The YMCA in agreement with BISD will have at least TWO staff on site during programming time 
each day of both After Care and Day Camp.  The YMCA will at NO time operate a program on a BISD 
campus with one staff member and at no time may a YMCA staff member be alone with a child.  
  
13.Students:  The After Hours Program shall be available to all students regardless of race, color, sex, 
national origin, or religion, and all reasonable efforts shall be made to accommodate special needs 
students who are mainstreamed   Students will be enrolled at the school where they attend, with the 
exception of any supplemental program sites and on professional development training days or holidays 
when sites will be combined.  Enrollment may be limited by licensed capacity, space available at each 
school, and YMCA staffing levels.  
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YMCA shall take complete charge of the students participating in the program upon the students’ arrival 
at the designated day care area, and shall abide by and enforce standard school rules, including, without 
limitation, rules requiring walking in the halls, keeping school property unmarred and the facility clean.  
The YMCA shall also establish rules for behavior for students participating in the After-Hours Program.  

14.​Program Planning / Training: The YMCA director shall visit each campus site at least once a 
week for the purpose of observing the program in place to ensure that the safety and security 
needs of the children in the program are being met and that the program is proceeding in an 
orderly fashion.  

Students shall be provided with appropriate quiet time daily for homework.  All groups will have time 
allocated for additional instructional enrichment.  YMCA staff will always incorporate character education 
consistent with the campus where located into their programs.  Staff should know and ensure that 
students in the YMCA program adhere to campus behavioral rules and expectations.  Staff should always 
treat students respectfully and be sensitive to cultural differences.    

Curriculum shall be posted and followed by YMCA staff members and Principals shall be given a copy of 
the curriculum two (2) weeks in advance upon request.  

15.​Promotion and Public Relations: YMCA shall be responsible for the promotion of the 
After-Hours Program.  BISD shall assist by allowing information to be distributed through the 
schools.  YMCA shall monitor program quality by regularly meeting with principals encouraging 
parental involvement and conducting an annual evaluation.  

16.​Staff: Recruiting, hiring, training, supervision and compensation of staff for the After-Hours 
Program and Day Camp shall be the sole responsibility of the YMCA.  

17.​ Insurance: During the term of this Agreement and any extension thereof, YMCA shall maintain 
comprehensive general liability insurance coverage in the amount of two million dollars 
($2,000,000).  All insurance shall be with companies acceptable to BISD and shall name BISD, its 
trustees, officers, employees and agents as additionally named insured.  

18.​Effective Date and Term of Agreement: This Agreement shall become effective on the date 
signed by both parties.  This Agreement shall be for a term of three (3) years.  This Agreement 
commences on August 8, 2026, and ends on the Last Day of Summer Day Camp for school year 
2028-2029.  Commencing March 1, 2027, BISD may give YMCA notice at any time prior to the 
following First Day of School of intent to terminate this Agreement, and the Agreement will 
terminate on the Last Day of Summer Day Camp which occurs 12 months after the BISD notice 
of termination.   

In the event BISD does not give notice prior to the First Day of School as provided herein, the parties 
shall have elected to extend this Agreement for one (1) additional year for both the After Hours Program 
and Summer Camp with the extension term to end on the day prior to the First Day of School at the end 
of the extension year.    

19.​Meeting to Discuss and Negotiate Modifications:  The parties agree that they will meet each 
March during the term of this Agreement to discuss modifications to the Agreement, potential 
extensions and other matters as may be necessary to coordinate the programs provided in this 
Agreement.  

20.​Termination for Cause: BISD may terminate the agreement for good cause; BISD shall give 
written notice of YMCA failure to perform according to the terms of this agreement. If such failures 
are not cured by the 90th day from the date of written notice the agreement may be terminated.  

21.​Modifications: This Agreement may be modified by written addenda with the approval of the 
Belton Independent School District Board of Trustees, or its designees, and the YMCA of Central 
Texas, Board of Directors or its designee.  
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22.​Entire Agreement: This document is the Final Agreement of the parties hereto and replaces and 
supersedes all previous Agreements.  There are no representations or promises between the 
parties other than those set out herein.  

23.​Applicable Law: This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the 
laws of the State of Texas.  

25.​ Multiple Originals:  This Agreement may be executed in a number of identical counterparts 
each of which shall be deemed an original for all purposes.  
  
26. Authority: The undersigned warrants that he or she is duly authorized to execute this Agreement on 
behalf of the named entity.  

27.  Indemnity and Release:  The YMCA hereby waives, releases and discharges BISD, its trustees, 
officers and employees, from any claim, demand or cause of action arising out of this Agreement or any 
activity undertaken pursuant to this Agreement The YMCA further indemnifies and holds harmless BISD, 
its trustees, officers and employees from any and all claims for loss, damage, injury or death, including 
claims for attorney's fees and cost of court, sustained by any person, or for any damages to property, 
arising out of the activities described in this Agreement or arising out of the use of BISD buildings and 
facilities as contemplated by this Agreement.  

28.​ Training of Personnel:  YMCA will provide staffs that are fully trained, properly supervised, and 
competent to perform childcare duties as contemplated to be provided by YMCA under this Agreement 
YMCA shall be solely responsible for the provision of trained personnel and for supervision of such 
personnel.  YMCA Staff will be trained and required to follow BISD Campus Visitor Requirements (signing 
in via raptor).  YMCA Staff will also be trained and required to ensure that pre-camp and pre-school year 
setup will not interfere with campus preparations, activities, or cleaning. BISD, its trustees, officers and 
employees shall have no responsibility for supervision of such personnel provided by YMCA or for 
supervision of children participating in the programs offered by the YMCA.  

29.​ Prior Agreement: This revised Agreement replaces all prior agreements between the YMCA and 
BISD.  However, all prior agreements shall continue for the following purposes:  

a.​ Through August 7, 2026.  

b.​ For purposes of indemnity and hold harmless agreements, the prior Agreement shall 
continue as to any occurrence during the term of the prior Agreement.  

c.​ The prior Agreement shall continue to govern any prior claims by any party to the prior 
Agreement regarding breach of the Agreement or damages which are the obligation of a 
party, and which are the result of occurrences occurring on or prior to August 7, 2026.  

d.​ The prior Agreement shall continue in force with regard to any claims BISD may have 
regarding any insurance provided, or required to be provided, by YMCA.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this Agreement on the ______ day 
of _________________, 2026.  
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BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT  
  
  

Dr. Malinda Golden, Superintendent​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date  
  
    
YMCA OF Central Texas  
  
  
  

Jeff Andresen, President/CEO​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date  
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