
Agenda of Regular Meeting

The Board of Trustees
Belton Independent School District

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Belton Independent School District will 
be held October 20, 2025, beginning at 6:15 PM in the Pittenger Fine Arts Center, 400 
N. Wall Street, Belton, TX 76513. One or more tustees may participate via video 
conference.

The subjects to be discussed or considered or upon which any formal action may be 
taken are listed below. Items do not have to be taken in the same order as shown on 
the meeting notice.

1. Call to Order, Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance
2. Recognitions

A. Student Pledges - Hubbard Branch Elementary School

B. Student Showcase - Lake Belton High School Floral Design

C. Special Olympics Bocce Ball

D. Advanced Placement (AP) Scholars

E. BigFuture Merit Award Recipients

F. National Merit Scholars

G. The Journey of a Graduate Milestones Award

H. Purple Star Campus Designations 

I. Temple Rotary Educator of the Month   

J. Belton Rotary Educator of the Quarter
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K. Department Showcase - Principals Month

L. Community Partner Recognition - Lena Armstrong Public Library and the 

Friends of the Belton Public Library 

3. Public Comments Regarding Items on the Agenda
4. Public Hearing

A. Public Hearing 2024-2025 FIRST Report

5. Action Items
A. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action 

Regarding School Library Advisory Council Recommendation for 

Library Materials Purchase

6. Reports
A. Annual Emergent Bilingual Report

B. Goal 5 Teacher Incentive Allotment Report

C. School Health Advisory Council Report

D. Board Committee Reports

1. Policy Committee

2. Budget Committee

3. Facilities Committee

E. Superintendent's Report

F. Board Highlights

7. Consent Agenda: Consider and Take Appropriate Action
A. Minutes of Previous Meetings:

1. September 15, 2025 - Workshop Minutes

2. September 15, 2025 - Regular Minutes

3. September 24, 2025 - Special Minutes

B. Unaudited Financial Report for the Month Ending September 30, 

2025

C. Gifts, Grants, and Bequests

D. Budget Amendment #1 for 2025-2026

E. Expenditures over $50,000

1. CEV Multimedia, LLC for Instructional Materials
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2. CDW-G for Paraprofessional Staff Device Refresh

3. SustainED Leaders for Strong Foundations LASO Grant

4. Hellas Construction, Inc. for Tiger Field Stadium Lighting

5. Renewal of SHI Government Solutions, Inc. for Microsoft Office 365 

Renewal

F. Supply, Equipment, and Service Bids

1. RFQ #2509-600-392 - Project Management Services

2. RFP #2509-475-393 - HVAC Unit Replacements (Various 

Campuses) 2022 Bond Project

G. Appointment of 2025-2026 School Health Advisory Council 

(SHAC)

8. Public Comments Regarding Non-Agenda Items
9. Closed Session (Texas Government Code, Subchapters D and E)

A. Student Disciplinary Matter - Texas Government Code, Section 551.082

B. Personnel - Texas Government Code, Section 551.074

C. Consultation with Attorney - Texas Government Code, Section 551.071

10. Reconvene in Open Session
11. Adjourn 
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

October 20, 2025 
 

Item:​ Recognitions 
 
Contact Person: Christine Parks 
 
Presented for:​ � Action    ☑ Report Only  
 
Supporting Documents:​   ☑ None      � Attached     � Provided Later   
 

 
District Goal or Objective Addressed: 
 
Goal 2: Ensure exceptional learning experiences for each and every student. 
 
Goal 4: Develop a district-wide culture of value, support, and growth amongst all students 
and staff. 
 
Background Information:  

Student Pledges – Hubbard Branch Elementary School 

This evening, the pledges were led by Hubbard Branch Elementary students Logan 
Anderson and Sophia Ladof. 

Logan is a first grader who loves math and science—especially since his mom is a 
mathematician and he enjoys working with technology. Outside of school, you’ll often find 
him playing football, video games, or baseball. His friends describe him as playful and full 
of energy. 

Sophia, a third grader, says math is her favorite subject because she likes working with 
numbers and wants to be confident managing money when she’s older. When she’s not at 
school, she enjoys playing with her sister and their cats. Her friends would describe her as 
kind and a little bit silly. 

Student Showcase – Lake Belton High School Floral Design  

Tonight, we’re highlighting the creativity and skill of Lake Belton High School’s Floral 
Design students—where art meets industry. 
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In these courses, students learn design principles, color theory and floral 
techniques—from simple bud vases to elaborate wedding and memorial pieces. Beyond 
the classroom, they explore the business side of the floral industry, gaining real-world skills 
in customer service, sales and event preparation. 

Belton ISD offers Floral Design, Advanced Floral Design and Practicum in Floral Design. 
Advanced students design for campus and community events, while practicum students 
manage orders, deliveries and a flower subscription service for staff—operating much like 
a real floral shop. 

Last year, more than 200 students earned Texas State Florists’ Association certification, 
showcasing their creativity and career-ready skills. 

Special Olympics Bocce Ball 

The Board is proud to recognize the outstanding accomplishments of the Belton Champion 
Special Olympics Team. On Saturday, September 27, the team competed in the Area 12 
Bocce Competition in Waco—and their hard work paid off in a big way. After weeks of 
dedicated practice, the Champions brought home six gold, three silver and two bronze 
medals. 

This achievement reflects not only the athletes’ perseverance and teamwork but also the 
support of their coaches and sponsors, Lauren Marx, Misty Norwood and Donna Shriner, 
along with the many teachers, parents and staff who cheer them on every step of the way. 

The Belton Champions will return to competition on Friday, October 24 for the Area 12 
Bowling Competition at Fort Hood. Congratulations to our athletes and coaches for 
representing Belton ISD with excellence and pride. 

Advanced Placement (AP) Scholars  

Belton ISD is proud to recognize 248 high school students that were named Advanced 
Placement (AP) Scholars by the College Board for their outstanding performance on AP 
exams taken last spring. 

AP courses challenge students with college-level learning while building perseverance and 
critical thinking—key competencies in Belton ISD’s Journey of a Graduate. 

This year, 128 students earned the title of AP Scholar, 44 achieved AP Scholar with Honor 
and 76 were recognized as AP Scholars with Distinction. 

Students who achieve an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken, along with 
scores of 3 or higher on four or more exams, earn the title of AP Scholar with Honor. In 
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Belton ISD, this distinction was awarded to 44 students—2 from Belton New Tech 
@Waskow, 17 from Belton High School and 25 from Lake Belton High School. 

The district is honored to celebrate these students and their teachers for this remarkable 
academic achievement. 

BigFuture Merit Award Recipients  

Belton ISD is proud to recognize students from Belton High School, Lake Belton High 
School and Belton New Tech High School @Waskow who have been honored through the 
College Board’s BigFuture Merit Awards for their outstanding academic achievements. 

These awards celebrate students who have demonstrated exceptional academic success 
in the classroom and on College Board assessments, connecting them with colleges and 
scholarship opportunities across the country. 

This year, 163 Belton ISD students earned this distinction. Belton High School recognized 
63 students, including 9 first-generation honorees and 54 for school achievement. Belton 
New Tech High School @Waskow celebrated 21 students, including 3 first-generation 
honorees and 18 for school achievement. Lake Belton High School recognized 79 
students, including 11 first-generation honorees and 68 for school achievement. 

Belton ISD congratulates these students for their hard work, determination and academic 
excellence—shining examples of the Journey of a Graduate in action. 

National Merit Scholars  

Belton ISD is proud to recognize four outstanding students for their achievements in the 
2025 National Merit Scholarship Program. 

Belton High School seniors Anahitaa Malhotra and Katherine Nickerson have been 
recognized as National Merit Commended Scholars for their exceptional academic 
promise, ranking among the top 50,000 students nationwide. 

Lake Belton High School seniors Dhruv Bhat and Alex Yuen have been named National 
Merit Semifinalists—an honor that places them among the top one percent of high school 
seniors nationwide. As semifinalists, they are now eligible to continue in the competition 
for two of approximately 7,500 National Merit Scholarships worth nearly $30 million. 

The district is proud to celebrate these remarkable students for their outstanding academic 
achievement and representation of Belton ISD at the national level. 

The Journey of a Graduate Milestones Award 
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Belton ISD is proud to introduce the Journey of a Graduate Milestones Award, a new 
recognition honoring middle school students who exemplify the district’s core 
competencies—communication, collaboration, perseverance, adaptability, empathy and 
critical thinking. 

One student from each middle school campus will be recognized for demonstrating growth 
and leadership in action. 

Tonight, we are honored to recognize our first recipient, John Hodges, an eighth grader at 
Lake Belton Middle School, nominated by Sydney McAfee, a sixth-grade English 
Language Arts teacher and National Junior Honor Society sponsor, for his exceptional 
communication and collaboration skills. 

Since seventh grade, John has volunteered at nearly every home volleyball and basketball 
game, working the concession stand with enthusiasm and professionalism. He’s known for 
greeting customers with a smile, coordinating with other volunteers and stepping in 
wherever help is needed—even with the not-so-glamorous jobs. 

John’s positivity, teamwork, and servant leadership embody the spirit of the Journey of a 
Graduate and remind us that leadership often begins with a willingness to serve. 

Purple Star Campus Designations  

Belton ISD is proud to recognize three new campuses that have earned the Purple Star 
Campus Designation from the Texas Education Agency: Chisholm Trail Elementary, High 
Point Elementary and Lake Belton Middle School. 

This honor recognizes schools that go above and beyond to support military-connected 
students and families. With nearly 30 percent of Belton ISD’s students identified as 
military-connected, these campuses demonstrate the district’s strong commitment to 
creating welcoming, supportive environments for all learners. 

These schools join Lakewood Elementary, Southwest Elementary, Belton Middle School 
and Belton High School, bringing Belton ISD’s total to seven Purple Star campuses across 
the district—a proud reflection of the Big Red Community’s continued dedication to serving 
those who serve our nation. 

Temple Rotary Educator of the Month  

Belton ISD is proud to recognize Ashley Miers as the Temple Rotary Club’s Educator of 
the Month for September for her outstanding service to students in the Delta 18+ Program. 
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Now in her ninth year in education and second with Delta, Ashley brings passion and heart 
to her work every day. While raising her children, she served as a paraprofessional at 
Belton High School and earned her degree and special education certification from the 
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor. 

Delta Principal Tammie Baggerly describes her as an exceptional educator who fosters 
independence, creates meaningful learning experiences, and builds strong connections 
with families. A three-time Big Red Heart Award recipient, Ashley exemplifies dedication 
and excellence in serving Belton ISD students. 

Belton Rotary Educator of the Quarter 

Ms. Melissa Johnson is being recognized by the Belton Rotary Club as the Rotary 
Educator of the Quarter for her outstanding service to Belton ISD. She serves as a 
kindergarten teacher at Southwest Elementary School and is in her eighth year in 
education, including two years at Southwest. 

Southwest Elementary Principal Felicia Gibson shared, “Ms. Johnson is an incredible 
asset to our school, consistently demonstrating a passion for teaching and a deep 
commitment to student success. She creates a classroom environment where every 
student feels seen, valued and encouraged to reach their full potential. Her innovative 
teaching methods and tireless dedication make a difference in the lives of our students 
every day.” 

Department Showcase - Principals Month 

Each October, we join schools across the country in celebrating National Principals 
Month—a time to recognize the incredible leaders who make such a difference on our 
campuses every single day. 

Our principals set the tone for learning, build strong relationships, and work tirelessly to 
support students, staff and families. Their leadership and heart shine through in everything 
they do—from morning greetings to late-night events. 

We’re proud to recognize our Belton ISD principals: Sheila Surovik, Cheyenne Babb, 
Ashlie Thomas, Sydnie Sewell, Courtney Brewer, Lexie Newberry, Holly Griffith, Amber 
Ross, Rebecca Vaughn, Felicia Gibson, Debi Younger, Brooke Itz, Megan Crook, Rachel 
Ramirez, Dominic White, Akeiah Cipolla, Claudia Knox, Steele Hantgin, Dr. Kimberly 
Winters, Tammie Baggerly and William Yuengel. 

Their dedication and passion make a lasting impact across our district. Tonight, and 
throughout the year, we say thank you for leading with vision, compassion and that 
unmistakable Big Red pride. 
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Community Partner Recognition – Lena Armstrong Public Library and the Friends of 
the Belton Public Library 

We are excited to celebrate the Lena Armstrong Public Library and the Friends of the 
Belton Public Library as this month’s Community Partner recipients. 

In honor of Belton Children’s Book Week, happening November 3–7, these partners are 
bringing our Big Red Community together through The Big Red Read — a shared reading 
experience featuring Stuart Little by E.B. White. 

Thanks to their coordination and generosity, each Belton ISD elementary campus has 
received 20 copies of the book, giving students the opportunity to fully participate in this 
community-wide celebration of literacy. 

This partnership reflects the power of community support in fostering a love of reading and 
learning across Belton ISD. We are grateful to the Lena Armstrong Public Library and the 
Friends of the Belton Public Library for their dedication to our students and schools. 

Fiscal Implications: 

None. 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
​
None. 
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: Rotary Educator of the Month - Temple

Contact Person: Jennifer Ramirez

Presented for: � Action      ☑ Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   ☑ None      � Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 3: Attract, retain, and support a world-class team of employees.

Background Information:

Ashley Miers is being recognized by the Temple Rotary Club as the Rotary Educator
of the Month for September for her outstanding service to Belton ISD. Ashley serves as a 
Teacher in our Delta 18+ Program. She is in her 9th year in education and
2nd as a teacher in Delta.

Ms. Tammie Baggerly, Delta 18+ Program Principal, stated the following about Ms.
Miers:

Ms. Miers received 3 Big Read Heart Awards in her first year as a teacher. In 
addition to her full-time work as a paraprofessional at Belton High School while 
raising her children, Ms. Miers successfully completed her undergraduate degree 
and earned her special education certification from the University of Mary Hardin-
Baylor.

Ms. Miers is an extraordinary educator who consistently goes above and beyond to 
ensure every student reaches their fullest potential. Her dedication to fostering 
independence in each young adult is evident in the countless opportunities she 
creates for them to grow. Mrs. Miers is committed to filling each day with 
exceptional, high-quality experiences that enrich her students' lives. She also 
cultivates a wonderful rapport with their families, establishing a strong and 
supportive network for her students. For these reasons, she is a deserving candidate 
for this recognition.

Fiscal Implications:

N/A

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Honor Ashley Miers for her service to Belton ISD.10



Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2022

Item: Rotary Educator of the Quarter - Belton

Contact Person: Jennifer Ramirez

Presented for: � Action      ☑ Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   ☑ None      � Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 3: Attract, retain, and support a world-class team of employees.

Background Information:

Ms. Melissa Johnson is being recognized by the Belton Rotary Club as the Rotary 
Educator of the Quarter for her outstanding service to Belton ISD. Ms. Johnson serves as 
a Kindergarten  teacher at Southwest Elementary School. She is in her 8th year of 
education and her 2nd year at Southwest.

Ms. Felicia Gibson, Southwest Elementary Principal, stated the following about Ms. 
Johnson:

Ms. Johnson is an incredible asset to our school, consistently demonstrating a 
passion for teaching and a deep commitment to student success. She creates a 
classroom environment where every student feels seen, valued, and encouraged 
to reach their full potential. Her innovative teaching methods and tireless 
dedication truly make a difference in the lives of our students every day.

Fiscal Implications:

N/A

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Honor Melissa Johnson for her service to Belton ISD.
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: Public Hearing 2024-2025 FIRST Report

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for:  � Action      ☑ Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

The State's school financial accountability rating system, known as the School Financial Integrity 
Rating System of Texas (FIRST), ensures that Texas public schools are held accountable for the 
quality of their financial management practices and that they improve these practices. The system is 
designed to encourage Texas public schools to better manage their financial resources to provide the 
maximum allocation possible for direct instructional purposes.

Ratings are determined by the Texas Education Agency. Districts are measured against financial 
management criteria established by the State of Texas and receive points based on performance.
The four levels of ratings are: 

� A – Superior Achievement 90-100 points
� B – Above Standard Achievement 80-89 points
� C – Standard Achievement 70-79 points
� F – Substandard Achievement 0-69 points

The Belton Independent School District received a rating of (A) Superior Achievement with a score 
of 98 points for 2024-2025 based on 2023-2024 fiscal year data. 

Districts are required to hold a public hearing to discuss the performance rating and prepare an 
annual financial management report for the attendees at the hearing.  

Fiscal Implications:

None.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Report only.
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Public Hearing 2024-2025 FIRST Report 

BELTON ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
OCTOBER 20, 2025
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Purpose

Discuss the 2024-2025 School FIRST Rating for Belton ISD. 

The rating is based on 2023-2024 financial data.

2
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Statewide FIRST Ratings

Score: 90-100 80-89 70-79 < 70
3
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2024 - 2025

A : Superior Achievement 

Score : 98

Belton ISD Rating

Superior rating since 2012

r r

Score: 98
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Belton ISD
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1-4 5-10 11-15 16-20
● Clean audit & 

timely 
submission

● Timely payment 
of obligations 
[bills, TRS, IRS]

● Maintenance of 
Fund Balance

● Sufficient cash 
flows

● Revenues 
exceeding 
expenditures

● Debt to Asset 
ratio

● Ability to make 
future debt 
payments

● Reasonable 
administrative 
spending

● Quality of PEIMS 
data, compared 
to financial 
statements

● Clean audit 
report & 
financial 
compliance

20 Indicators

5
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● Performance rating for each 
indicator

● Superintendent’s contract 

● Schedule of payments and 
reimbursements to Superintendent 
and Board members

Financial Management Report

6
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Public Hearing
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Discussion
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding School Library 
Advisory Council Recommendation for Library Materials Purchase

Contact Person: Gabi Niño

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the 
BISD vision.

Goal 2: Ensure exceptional learning experiences for each and every student.

Background Information:

On 8.18.25 a resolution was adopted to establish a BISD School Library Advisory Council 
(SLAC).  The council convened on September 30, 2025, for its first meeting. The council 
received an orientation on recent legislation and its role in Belton ISD.  In addition, 
responsibilities of the SLAC and Belton ISD Library Collection Standards and Guidelines 
were reviewed. Both the Elementary and Secondary Lead Librarian presented 
procedures that are used for vetting and purchasing new library books and materials. 
Following discussions, the council reviewed a proposed book list, with an initial 
recommended order of 700 accumulated titles. The list was collaboratively generated by 
Belton ISD librarians in alignment with collection standards and guidelines and was 
posted online for 30 days prior to bringing it to the SLAC for consideration.  Based on the 
materials presented and considerations discussed, the SLAC unanimously 
recommended that the full list be brought forth to the Board for consideration. 

Fiscal Implications:

The purchase will be funded by individual campus funds as budgeted.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve the attached list of library books recommended by the School Library Advisory 
Council as presented.
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➔

➔

Action: School Library Advisory Council Recommendation 
for Library Materials Purchase

Belton ISD Board of Trustees
Regular Board Meeting

October 20, 2025

  

1
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➔

➔

Purpose
Consider, discuss and take appropriate action on the Belton ISD 
School Library Advisory Council recommendation for library 
material purchases.

2
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➔

➔Agenda
1. Introductions
2. Legislative Implications- SB 13
3. BISD Collection Guidelines
4. Book Ordering/Donations Process

5.   Book List
6.   Q & A 
7.   Next Meeting

3
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➔

➔

School Library Advisory Council
● Legislative Implications- SB 13
● Duties of SLAC
● BISD Collection Guidelines

● Review of Book List
● Book Ordering/Donations
● Looking Ahead

4
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➔

➔

Belton ISD Collection Development Guidelines

5

Sources of Professional Reviews as Required by Our Guidelines

● Booklist
● Horn Book
● School Library Journal
● Kirkus Review

● Teaching Books
● Bulletin for the Center of Children’s 

Books
● Book Link

26



6

Consideration of New Books for 
BISD Libraries

Example: Outside by Jennifer Holm

Why: New release from a favorite author 
 Considerations: literary appreciation, learning 

styles, representation. Encourage discussion, 
critical thinking and curiosity.

Criteria: age, interest level, maturity, content, 
learning & curriculum connections
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Consideration of New Books for 
BISD Libraries

Example: Outside by Jennifer Holm
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Consideration of New Books for 
BISD Libraries

Example: The Extraordinary Orbit of Alex Ramirez by Jasmine Paulino

Why: New release recommended by publisher.
 Considerations: literary appreciation, learning 

styles, representation. Encourage discussion, 
critical thinking and curiosity.

Criteria: age, interest level, maturity, content, 
learning & curriculum connections

29
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Consideration of New Books for 
BISD Libraries

Example: The Extraordinary Orbit of Alex Ramirez by Jasmine Paulino

Inspire any middle school 
student

Transform the human experience  
Celebration of perseverance, 
intelligence in all its forms

SLJ Grade 5 & Up  
BL Grades 5-8  

Kirkus Ages 10-14  
PW Ages: 10 & Up   

4 Pro Reviews 
2 Starred Reviews

Bf
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10

ISBN Numbers in the Review Process
SLAC Decision 

We approve this title and all ISBN numbers corresponding to this exact edition.

ISBN: 0241568811 ISBN: 9780063448155ISBN: 9780439701877 ISBN: 97801403664491

31



➔

➔Book List Recommendation

11

32

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17Iqzo4XT_WJ6zaLdfGy6LYWibNYCdV6FwMzBeoUwDRo/edit?usp=sharing
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Discussion
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September 25-26 Elementary School List
ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes: Review 1 Reveiew 2 
978-1-9771318-3-6 100th Day of School Katz Cooper, Sharon ES N/A

9780062995957 
9780062995964 A Horse Named Sky Rosanne Parry ES

November 1, 2023
Sky is a wild mustang, at home in the Virginia Range of western Nevada. From his earliest days, Sky learns to live as part of a herd. During a time of drought when Sky must leave his band to search for water, he is captured by humans. He is used by the Pony Express and then is captured by silver miners. There, faced with horses and donkeys who are suffering from poisoned air and water, Sky leads a rebellion to free the captured animals. Sky's first-person narration of his adventures is engrossing and fast-paced. His vocabulary is appropriate to a wild horse; human hands are grabbers, corrals are traps, and mountain lions are claw beasts. Parry weaves historical and environmental information smoothly into the narrative. Sky's life depends on water and the healthy plants and animals in his surroundings, so readers finish the book with a strong sense of the impact of human choices on animal and plant life. As she did with A Wolf Called Wander and A Whale in the Wild (rev. 1/21), Parry writes a convincing fictionalized life of one wild animal while addressing issues of community, survival, and care for our environment. Fagan's realistic black-and-white illustrations convey the windswept mountain terrain and the movement of the horses. Extensive back matter includes detailed information about the historical and environmental context of the story. Maeve Visser Knoth

(Copyright 2023 by The Horn Book, Incorporated, Boston. All rights reserved.)

October 13, 2023

Gr 3-7-Sky isn't a big horse, but he is fast. Readers meet him as a newborn, experiencing the world from his eyes, and are treated to his wonderment, as well as the challenges of living in the wild. There are big expectations of even the youngest horses. Because Sky is a foal, he knows he will one day have to either fight his father or leave his family, since there can only be one male horse in a family band. A drought makes that day come sooner than he'd like, and he sets out on his own so he is not draining limited water, leaving behind his band and best friend Storm. He's overjoyed to find that Storm has left the band to join him, but the two are soon captured and groomed to become horses on the Pony Express. Perry has created an entirely convincing setting in which humans are secondary to animals. Imaginative descriptions keep readers guessing the horse interpretation of human vocabulary. Sky's puzzlement over human behavior is sometimes poignant, and sometimes humorous. He's stunned to learn they can speak, and is advised not to try to confuse them, as their capacity to understand is limited. Perry's portrayal of the dynamics between domesticated horses and wild horses is compelling. Those born in captivity believe themselves to be superior to those born in the wild. Despite plentiful water and food, Sky never loses his determination to escape. This standalone companion to A Wolf Called Wander and A Whale in the Wild offers readers a unique perspective of the development of the American West. Frequent soft black-and-white illustrations enhance Perry's poetic prose. VERDICT This compelling novel has wide appeal and readers need not be horse or animal lovers to appreciate its heartfelt message of family and freedom.-Juliet Morefield

Copyright 2023 School Library Journal, LLC Used with permission.
978-0-8000-9924-4
9781774884539 A Waffle Lot of Love (A Narwhal and Jelly Book #10) Ben Clanton ES series series

978-0063415133 A Wolf Called Fire Rosanne Parry ES
ALA Booklist (8/4/25)
From the start, Warm struggles to find his place in his wolf pack. A runt with siblings who seem stronger and more adept, he is watchful and hesitant. That is, until he is thrust into the role of caretaker of the pack's pups after enemy wolves drive his family in separate directions while attempting to take over their territory. Can he keep these little furballs safe as he works to return them to their home? During this tale of self-discovery and growth, readers will root for this underdog who proves his mettle, leading in his own unique way. Based on an actual wolf, this stand-alone companion to A Wolf Called Wander (2019) is a worthy addition to Parry's Voice of the Wilderness novels. Her use of first-person dialogue shows Warm as a relatable hero, as well as convincingly shares the perils of the pack, each member being uniquely presented. Armiño's detailed black-and-white illustrations are charming, full of realism and personality, making this a winsome package for young readers who love wildlife adventures. Another winner from a proven author.

School Library Journal (8/4/25)
Gr 4–6— Warm, the smallest and most nurturing member of a wolf pack, is forced to flee with his younger siblings when a rival pack attacks, killing their mother and father. Unaccustomed to being in charge, he discovers that his unique blend of talents make him aptly fit for a leadership role. But when Warm learns that other members of his pack have been assimilated by the enemy wolves, he embarks on a quest to rescue them. In doing so he discovers unexpected allies and important truths about himself. Middle schoolers will instantly identify with Warm. He gets pushed around a lot, is always hungry, and worries about finding his place. The book is notable in that it builds positive boy culture: rather than addressing the old trope of boys having a "nurturing side," it identifies nurturing (warmth) as a value in and of itself, a virtue to be celebrated. Though this is billed as a stand-alone novel, it offers an additional perspective on the events that take place in A Wolf Called Wander , as well as a refreshing approach to leadership, and reaches depths that book only probed. VERDICT This wolf tale presents a diversity of ideologies and perspectives, all of which are sure to help readers reflect on where and how they fit into the world. Highly recommended.— Benjamin Ludwig

978-1-338-77564-8 Abby in Neverland Mlynowski, Sarah ES Series: Whateverafter Grades 3-8 2023

978-84-19464-80-4 Acuerdo Bajo Las Estrellas (Agreement Under the Stars) Susana Rosique ES Tejas Star 2025 Kirkus Review: Shrinking, crowded forests force the animals to agree that some will become nocturnal. Thanks to farms, homes, and development, the forest is getting smaller and smaller. Animals who used to live in harmony find themselves in a cramped, loud environment. At an emergency meeting, a committee decides that some of the animals will be active during the day, while others will be active at night. The night animals postulate that they were assigned their time slot because they aren’t as beautiful as the others. When a poacher sets traps at night, the nocturnal animals try to warn the others, who ignore their calls and wind up caught in snares, traps, and cages. Despite their treatment, the nocturnal creatures free the others from the traps and are welcomed back during the day. But the night animals decide that they prefer the welcoming peace of the forest after dark and that night is where they want to stay. This story makes an interesting comment on deforestation that is paired with an afterword explaining the topic further. Blank lined pages invite readers to note “Things I Can Do To Take Care of the Forests.” Rosique makes masterful use of color, playing the shadows of the forest and night against the vibrant reds of the diurnal creatures. The animals have realistic features and will be appealing to children. This modern parable makes for an enjoyable story as well as a conversation starter. A powerful pairing of story and illustration. (Picture book. 4-6)

978-1-6690-8870-7 African Elephant vs. Woolly Mammoth Charles C. Hofer ES Who Would Win Series series From the publisher: Ages 9-11

9781534478206 Aggie and the Ghost Matthew Forsythe ES
September 1, 2025
Aggie's new house is haunted. She'd been excited to live on her own, but now "the ghost followed her everywhere." Setting rules for it ("No haunting after dark. No stealing my socks. And no more eating all the cheese") only leads to broken rules. A frustrated Aggie challenges the ghost to a game of tic-tac-toe; if it loses, it will have to move out. The game goes on so long that they forget why they were playing, but more house rules being made and broken leads to the ghost finally disappearing. Is it gone for good? And is that really what Aggie wants? Forsythe (Pokko and the Drum, rev. 1/20; Mina, rev. 1/22) introduces another smart female protagonist who reassesses her needs, learns how to problem solve, and mostly gets what she wants (introverts, the clever ending is for you). The story's repetition and brief sentences will appeal to beginning readers, the tone is droll and slightly edgy, and the balance between the text's pace and the spot, single, and double-page-spread art is nicely measured -- particularly at page-turns. As for the expressive characters, Aggie's gnome-like appearance is endearing, with the shapeshifting ghost a whimsical counterpart. Forsythe's style of aesthetically pleasing textured watercolor, gouache, and colored-pencil illustrations features a soft palette of fall colors, especially fitting for this slightly spooky tale (readers will enjoy spotting the ghost or its eye throughout). Cynthia K. Ritter

(Copyright 2025 by The Horn Book, Incorporated, Boston. All rights reserved.)

August 1, 2025

K-Gr 3-Forsythe's unique illustrations accompany a story about Aggie, who is excited to move into a new home that is all her own, only to find that she is roommates with a ghost who is not very good at listening. Aggie is quick to make sensible rules. Can they work together to set boundaries that work for everyone, or will the ghost need to find a new place to haunt? This book has breathtaking illustrations typical of the author's work. The ghost is a boon companion and a wonderful representation of living with younger siblings who may not always like to follow the rules. Readers will relate to both characters: Aggie, who does not want her socks stolen, and the rule-disrupting ghost. This story is interspersed with humor; although it features a ghost and darker illustrations, it is not scary to younger audiences. VERDICT A heartwarming read that will be requested on repeat in libraries.-Veronika Parrone

Copyright 2025 School Library Journal, LLC Used with permission.

978-1-5362-3540-1 Aisha's Colors Nabila Adani ES Kirkus Review: An Indonesian family embarks on their annual road trip from Jakarta to Grandma’s countryside village. Aisha wants a new and exciting trip. The young narrator’s friend Jennie will be spending time in the snow (“white and crisp and crunchy”), while another pal, Dimas, will be floating under blue skies in the turquoise of a hotel pool. Stopping at a roadside stall for es campur, the family delights in the snowlike shaved ice dessert. They later look out the window at the sparkling blue ocean. But when their car breaks down, a frustrated Aisha sulks in a field, envious of the family’s neighbor Siregar, who visited an aquarium last year and saw “tropical fish of every color.” Looking up, Aisha sees the sky painted with a multitude of vibrant, fish-shaped kites and is suddenly filled with a newfound awe and joy. There are colors all around, Aisha realizes as the family arrives at Grandma’s. The youngster’s favorite is sunny yellow, like Grandma’s kebaya and the soto soup she prepares them for the evening meal. Adani’s mixed-media illustrations are soft and muted, with few strong lines among bright, buttery colors, matching the gentle, uplifting mood of the book. Illustrations of Jakarta include signs in Indonesian and other facets of daily life, while scenes at Aisha’s grandmother’s house depict traditional Javanese architecture; Adani gives readers a window into the differences between urban and rural Indonesian life—as well as a lesson in learning to appreciate everyday beauty. A familial tale of gratitude and finding wonder in the world. (Picture book. 4-8)From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-2; Ages 3-7

979-8-7656-2626-9 Arctic Fox on the Move Katie Peters ES Nonfiction Dewey: 599.775; Audience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3
978-1-0982-9510-3 Axolotls Ruby Daniels ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 2-5
979-83-687-8406-9 
978-1-33883-565-6
978-1338835663  
978-0-8000-9475-1 Baby-sitters Club #18 Jessi Ramsey, Pet-Sitter - Graphic novel Ellen Crenshaw ES adding to series ( release 11/7/25) series Reading Level: 4.0; Interest Level: 4-7
978-1-250-78245-8 Bad Kitty Joins the Team (full-Color Edition) Bruel, Nick ES adding to series (release 03/24/26) From the publisher: Ages 7-10

978-1-250-78242-7 Bad Kitty Takes the Test Bruel, Nick ES
Booklist (November 15, 2016 (Online))
Grades 2-4. Has Bad Kitty gone too far? In the latest installment, S.C.A.M. (The Society of Cat Aptitude Management) forces Kitty to take a remedial cat course, followed by a test, or her cat license will be revoked. Kitty is enraged. The class, taught by Strange Kitty (actually a dog) and a melodramatic mouse, includes classmates Chatty Kitty, Mittens (a chicken in a cat costume), and Uncle Murray (a human). Will Kitty have her license revoked by a tie-wearing chicken who only speaks in multiple-choice questions? As outlined on the final page, the moral of this absurdly humorous story is that education is more about asking questions than having answers. As with previous titles in this series, the story is told using a combination of comic-book panels, speech bubbles, off-page dialogue, and slapstick visual humor. Perhaps the most ridiculous Bad Kitty adventure ever, the plot is convoluted, lacking even a shred of realism. Bad Kitty fans will love the offbeat humor and bizarre situations in Bruel’s newest book.

Horn Book Guide (Spring 2018)
The Society of Cat Aptitude has revoked trouble-making Kitty's cat license, and she must take a test to get it back. After hours of preparation, she's ready...but the proctor is a chicken who's part of a plot to control the world. With its skewering of standardized testing, the absurdist (and occasionally informational, with facts interspersed) graphic narrative is one of the long-running series' stronger episodes.

978-0-593-69313-1 Bagel Who Wanted Everything Silberberg, Alan ES A plain bagel wants to be something more, but all the other bagels seem content with being just one flavor. After a few false starts, our hero finds the perfect recipe and empowers others to think outside the poppyseed (or onion, or salt). Silberberg's wacky food characters, rendered in bold, eye-catching digital illustrations, bring silliness to a message (beyond "you can be anything" -- you can be "everything"!) that's never stale.A plain bagel strives to become something more. Every bagel has one thing—and only one—that makes it special. But one plain bagel wonders why, in a world with so many toppings, everyone is limited to one. Despite its family’s misgivings, the bagel sets out to achieve a loftier goal: “I want to be EVERYTHING!” Our hero tries life as a hat, a lamp, and a washing machine. It rolls around in flowers and snow, spends time in the sea, and “[plucks] pillowy puff from the clouds.” Finally, encrusted with weird and wacky detritus, the bagel proudly returns. But it looks so ridiculous that everybody rolls around in laughter, including the bagel itself. At last, the protagonist accepts that it’s enough just the way it is. But the others point out that the plain bagel is now coated in a mix of all their toppings, shaken loose by the laughter. The plain bagel has, of course, become an everything bagel. All the bagels realize that they, too, can be anything they want. The story ends with some words of wisdom for readers: “A bagel can be EVERYTHING! And so can you!” Silberberg’s zany, instantly recognizable cartooning style, set against brightly colored backgrounds and peppered with quirky dialogue, keeps the message light and fun. With charm and a lesson of self-empowerment, this bagel book has lox to recommend it. (Picture book. 3-7)

978-1-5364-8769-5 Ballena azul vs. Mosquito (Blue Whale vs. Mosquito) Jerry Pallotta ES Who Would Win Series From the publisher: Grades 1-3

9780823455522 Bear and the Three Goldilocks Patrick Horne ES
Booklist (July 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 21))
Preschool-Grade 2. A classic story gets a new twist when a bear happens upon the campground of the Goldilock family. Mr. Goldilock, Mrs. Goldilock, and their daughter, Goldie, decide to take a hike while their s’mores cool. While they are away, a curious brown bear comes to explore the campsite. Taking cues from "Goldilocks and the Three Bears," the bear tries out a variety of human goods, from gooey s’mores to instruments (for campfire songs) to lumpy tents, looking for the just-right fit. When the Goldilock family returns to the now-trashed campsite, an apologetic mama and papa bear come to get their cub, ending the tale with a humorous misunderstanding. Yaccarino’s illustrative style has a vintage feel with a muted color palette dominated by earthy browns that cause the blue sky and golden locks of the Goldilock family to pop. An author disclaimer and examples of campsite safety are also incorporated to help readers avoid their own bear situation. Part fractured fairy tale, part camping cautionary tale, this entertaining offering will delight young and old readers alike

Horn Book Guide starred (September, 2025)
In this rollicking riff on the famous folktale, a human family named Goldilocks (Mr. Goldilocks, Mrs. Goldilocks, and young Goldie) goes on a camping trip in the woods. When the three decide to take a hike before eating their freshly made s'mores, Bear arrives. With apt pacing, Horne adds a comical spin to the classic story's structure: Bear does not like the first s'more ("too gooey") or the second ("too chocolaty") but still devours them after savoring the "just right" third one. Is he satisfied? No way. He gulps down their beans, bread, and hot sauce, packaging and all. Bear then tests out the family's musical instruments, accidentally destroying them, and after further destruction falls asleep in Goldie's tent. Yaccarino employs his signature crisp, bold artistic style to humorous effect when showing the expressive bear wreaking havoc. When the Goldilocks family returns and discovers the damage, Bear's parents also turn up and apologize for their cub's behavior, wishing to make amends and asking the humans to their house to eat their porridge, sit in their chairs, and sleep in their beds (but the people, who "did not speak Bear," hear only growls). A clever fractured fairy tale packed with visual jokes and surprising narrative twists. A link to the National Park Service's advice about bear safety is included.

978-0-593-52550-0 Bear in a Bathrobe Frost, Maddie ES Publishers Weekly: Caring friends help an ursine character get out of his comfort zone in this anxiety-oriented story with an encouraging takeaway. There’s nothing homebody Bear enjoys more than his fluffy pink robe: "It has pockets for my essentials." And while the protagonist’s animal friends love to ice-skate, Bear prefers the indoors, claiming that "going outside is for wild animals." Humorous vignettes present the lengths Bear goes to avoid joining the crew (27 loads of laundry) and highlight the skating-related concerns fueling Bear’s resistance-fears including stepping through the ice ("FEEEEEEEETS," says a toothy fish below). When at last Bear heads out, the friends come up with a unique mode of support that carries the day. Frost’s thin-lined comics play with proportion and have a slapstick quality that helps make the likable, harried hero feel relatable. Ages 3-7. (Oct.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.Publisher's Age Range: 3-7

978-1-419-77155-2 Bearsuit Turtle Makes a Friend Shea, Bob ES already in district--different ISBN
School Library Journal (5/1/25)
K-Gr 2 —In a story that takes place entirely in dialogue and assigns no genders to the main characters, a turtle wearing a bear suit tries hard to be bearlike but ultimately decides that being a turtle will do. Bearsuit Turtle meets another turtle and tries to convince it of this new identity. Climbing a tree? Naturally! There are a few mishaps, but once Bearsuit cops to the con, the new friends find fun things to do together, including splashing around in a pond. The laugh-out-loud humor may not come for some children, but others will find this book hilarious. Some of the funniest bits are at the back of the book, where bear facts include what to do if you encounter a bear (different for grizzly and black bears) as well as "If you see a bear wearing overalls and playing the banjo, clap along and dance." Fans of Shea's other books ( Chez Bob , etc.) will recognize the creator's signature colorful style which is simultaneously childlike and sophisticated. VERDICT A quirky and sweet animal friendship story with special appeal for fans of the author's other books.—Sue Morgan

Starred Review ALA Booklist (5/1/25)
Starred Review When a turtle wearing a bear costume meets another turtle at the park, they strike up a conversation. The second turtle, who claims to be "a for-real bear expert," doubts his new acquaintance's claim that he's a bear. To justify himself, Bearsuit Turtle demonstrates his remarkable ability to do whatever bears do. When the expert challenges Bearsuit Turtle to climb a tree, the latter demonstrates that he can (if the expert covers his eyes) while describing the experience: "Climb, climb, climb. This tree sure is tall." To improve his credibility, he brags that he hibernates "like five times a day!" The bickering ends when the two creative turtles share some ursine fun, such as swimming and smashing pumpkins. The turtles make an amusing twosome in this battle of wits and bravado, which winds down as they become friends. While Shea's humor is very much on a child's wavelength, adults reading the book aloud will also enjoy the two characters' conversations. Fresh, expressive, and wildly colorful, the digital illustrations provide the most realistic view of events, making it clear that, for example, Bearsuit Turtle is standing on the ground while voicing his first-person account of climbing up a tree. A somewhat wacky and completely enjoyable picture book.

979-8-7656-4773-8 Bees Help Gardens Grow Katherine Chu ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-1

978-1-6690-9373-2 Bermuda Triangle, Black Hole of the Atlantic Blake Hoena ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Ages 9-11
978-1-546-18025-8 Beware of the Dino-Snake Tan, Susan ES next in series series
978-1-546-17618-3
978-0-8000-9410-2
978-83-687-8948-4 Big Jim Believes Pilkey, Dav ES next in series

series- Reading Level: 3.0
Interest Level: 1-4

979-83-687-8143-3   
979-88-8160-241-3 Big Nate No Harm Done Peirce Lincoln ES adding to series series
978-1419775741 Billie Jean Peet, Athlete: A Picture Book Andrea Beatty ES Release September 30 Next in series

9780593814970 Bob the Vampire Snail Andrea Zuill ES
Kirkus Reviews (6/1/25)
An existence of pleasingly dull normality is upended when a gastropod becomes a creature of the nightBob lives an uneventful snail life until one evening, after a series of sounds-a scream, three stomps, a crack, a drip, and a "POOF!"-he finds himself utterly changed. Bob is now a vampire! He's also an outcast among the other snails ("He seems so complicated"), and he must figure out all the things a vampire can and cannot do. When he finally realizes that sucking tomatoes dry is his wont (a nod to James and Deborah Howe'sBunnicula, perhaps?) and that he can flyand hypnotize rats into getting him more food, he perks up. Still, he doesn't really have a friend. Will he ever find one? Zuill's natural propensity for hilarity shines strong and true, particularly in the artwork-a blend of realism and cartoonish fun. Adding to the visual jokes and snappy text, a small bug offers context on vampires for young readers, the occasional snail fact, and some zippy commentary ("I'm not sure it's good for anyone to try to eat a bear unless you're a professional"). Dedicated to "all those kids who, like me, prefer their books a little bit spooky," it may fill that need, but it will find its true calling in those autumnal storytimes in need of something both funny and surprisingly touching.A marvelous method for encouraging even the smallest weirdos to find their people.(Picture book. 3-6)

School Library Journal (6/1/25)
K-Gr 2— Quirky, cute, and funny, the title says it all: Bob the snail has become a vampire. He's not sure how, and neither are readers, but it involved a scream, some stomping, a puff of smoke, and then some liquid dripping on his head. Immediately afterward, he was transformed, complete with fangs and tiny bat wings. Fitting in with the other snails is next to impossible now. He tries unsuccessfully to bite another snail, who yells at him, as well as a bear who growls at him, and settles on sucking the juice from tomatoes. After hypnotizing a mouse to bring him more tomatoes, he meets a vampire worm. The two become friends and hang out—literally—in an underground cave, which becomes their new home. Along the way, a tiny beetle provides commentary and great facts about snails and vampires. The palette is superbly Halloween: dark purples, garish oranges, and ghostly green and white highlights. Despite his fangs, Bob appears goofy and wholesome. Although the story does a fine job of explaining that Bob drinks tomato juice instead of blood, the circumstances under which he became a vampire are rushed and will likely raise questions from children. VERDICT Slightly confusing at times, this unlikely vampire tale is excellent Halloween fun.— Benjamin Ludwig

978-0-7565-8985-1 Bring Your Pet to School Day Natasha Deen ES SLJ: K-Gr 2-This series follows the adventures of Jade and her pet dinosaur Indigo as she struggles to keep his existence a secret, passing him off as a blue iguana. In these volumes, Jade takes Indigo to pet day at school, finds a costume/disguise for him so they can visit the dog park, battles jealousy when Indigo forms an attachment to her new friend, and searches for him when he goes missing in the neighborhood. These short, simple tales will please young readers who like their problems resolved quickly. A glossary and facts are appended in each book, along with writing and discussion prompts. VERDICT Recommended for most collections where simple beginning readers do well. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
979-83-687-3904-5 Buho y Pinguino Vikram Madan ES en espanol Dewey: 741.5; Audience: Lower Elementary
978-1-6690-8643-7 Build 10 Bold Bridges with STEM Chelsey Luciow ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 3-4
978-1-368-10872-0 Bundle Up Penelope Rex Ryan T. Higgins ES next in series series SLJ: PreS-Gr 1— Penelope Rex has become a new favorite, delighting children with her dino-out-of-water adventures among a normal human classroom. This simple and frothy story is perfect for Penelope's board book debut. Instead of a moralistic tale of understanding others, like most of her classroom interactions, this story has the dinosaur heroine facing a simple but daunting task—preparing for winter weather. It details the layering necessary for a chilly snow day, showing each step of Penelope's winter wear as both she and her parents exhaust themselves before the outdoor play even begins. Penelope keeps her signature cuteness, even when bundled up in boots and snow pants. VERDICT A stripped-down approach to a popular character, making Penelope accessible for the young children.
979-88-9577037--5 Caitlin Clark: Record-Breaking Basketball Player Rose, Rachel ES Nonfiction; Biography Grades 2-5
979-88-906302-8-5 Cake Problem: Equivalent and Simplified Fractions Wise, Bill ES Grades 1-3. This comic-inspired picture book spends a lot of time on satisfying silliness and a comparatively small amount on actual math, helping this fraction reinforcement lesson go down nice and easy. Goat insists he knows how to divide a hexagonal birthday cake evenly between himself and his two friends, Chicken and Sheep. He enthusiastically plunges right in, cutting the cake in half, and is immediately stymied. After being reminded of a couple of other recent disastrous decisions (giving some foxes the keys to the henhouse so they could tidy up; putting roller skates on the horses to save wear and tear on their hooves), Goat admits he may need some help. Sheep steps in to save the day and models how to make two more cuts to produce three equal pieces. The three friends sit down to enjoy their cake when Farmer Ed shows up with another dessert—a triangular piece of cake. Entertaining, goofy illustrations, quick reviews of equivalent and simplified fractions, and a few practice problems effectively round out this fun refresher.Three friends deal with a difficult dilemma: dividing a delicious dessert. Having helped youngsters learn to read an analogue clock and pick up the basics of geometry, Wise and Lynch return to the farm, where Chicken, Goat, and Sheep are attempting to share a hexagonal cake that looks scrumptious, if a bit improbable (hexagonal baking pans?). Chicken is eager to eat, but Goat’s impetuous initial attempts at cutting the cake result in unequal portions. Thankfully, Sheep turns to the chalkboard before the dessert is destroyed. Colorful drawings illustrate the proper division as Sheep demonstrates that two-sixths is the same as one-third—just as Farmer Ed arrives with a triangular apple pie to split among them (a formidable problem, not solved here). The final pages dispense with the jokes and baked goods and simply explain equivalent fractions and simplified fractions, providing a page of more challenging practice examples (without answers) for each concept. Readers who can stomach the outrageously antique Dad jokes will find this a tasty treat. Comiclike illustrations, with panels and speech bubbles, are as zany as those in the earlier books, and the concepts are once more clearly explained, though suitably more advanced. Eye-catching endpapers featuring yummy desserts would make perfect pastry-shop wallpaper. Math made funny and engaging. (Picture book. 8-10)
978-1-6690-6920-1 Can You Escape a Haunted Cemetery? Ailynn Collins ES You Choose Haunted AdventuresDewey: -Fic-; Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6
978-1-960084-03-3 Can You Survive the Grimms' Fairy Tales?: A Choose Your Path Book Ryan Jacobson ES A Choose Your Path Book From the publisher: Grades 3-8
978-1-940647-86-9 Captured Eagle: A Choose Your Path Mystery Deb Mercier ES A Choose Your Own Path MysteryFrom the publisher: Grades 4-8
978-1-0982-9511-0 Capybaras Ruby Daniels ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Grades 2-5
978-1-250-22322-7
978-0-8000-9520-8 Case Files (Investigators) Green, John Patrick and Behling, SteveES next in series

series- new book; Reading Level: 3.0
Interest Level: 2-5

979-82-17-02586-2 Changing Magic Kara LeReau ES next in series series

9780545321976 City of Magic Avi ES
From the publisher: Grades 3-7; Ages 8-12
From Booklist: Grades 4-6; Kirkus: Ages 10-12

Booklist starred (May 15, 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 18))
Grades 4-6. Fabrizio is a kind but naive lad and a devoted servant of Mangus the Magician, who lives in an Italian kingdom in 1492. When King Claudio orders elderly Mangus to travel to Venice and procure a book explaining a secret of acquiring wealth (Claudio’s misunderstanding of double-entry bookkeeping), Mangus must go. Thirteen-year-old Fabrizio accompanies him and, when his frail master falls ill, takes charge. During the journey, the boy thoughtlessly shares information with strangers, endangering their mission and their lives. In Venice, Mangus is immediately imprisoned. Befriending a local girl and a friar, Fabrizio attempts to complete his master’s quest, despite mortal danger from a rival in Claudio’s court as well as Venetian authorities. In this companion book to Avi’s Midnight Magic and Murder at Midnight (2009), he transports readers to a series of vividly realized Italian Renaissance settings and continues the adventures of Fabrizio, a flawed but lovable character who means well, frequently acts on impulse, and stubbornly clings to his hope that Mangus can perform magic, despite the “magician’s” protests that he cannot. The novel’s pace is quick, and tension is often high, particularly during the chase scenes. Readers who have followed Fabrizio’s perilous journey will find the story’s ending completely satisfying.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Avi is a pillar of kid's historical fiction, and this companion to a beloved series is sure to attract his stalwart fans.

979-84-19-60753-9 Como baja Papa Noel por la chimenea? Mac Barnett ES en espanol- BISD has this in English. Dewey: -E-; Audience: Lower Elementary
Horn Book (8/1/24)
Spanish translation of How Does Santa Go Down the Chimney? (rev. 11/23). The interplay of Barnett's "expert" childlike speculation and Klassen's signature "graphite, ink, and digital...straight-faced brand of humor" works just as well in this edition. Minor changes in meaning do not detract from the story, and at times even add to the ruminative tone ("Pensandolo bien, las luces del arbol son iluminacion suficiente para que Papa Noel pueda ver"). An excellent Spanish addition to the Christmas read-aloud shelf, just as wry as the original.

978-1-6690-8644-4 Construct 10 Radical Roller Coasters with STEM Chelsey Luciow ES School Library Journal, 04/01/25
978-0-316-51048-6 CatStronauts: Cosmic Clutter Brockington, Drew ES next in series From the publisher: Grades 1-4; Ages 6-9

978-0-593-69389-6 Creepy Sheepy Lucy Ruth Cummins ES

PreS-Sleepy Sheepy visits the Halloween store with his family. He holds a picture of a werewolf costume and has an excited expression. Once inside, he immediately starts to beg and plead and howl for the werewolf costume. His dad says no and offers other suggestions. Sheepy is determined and eventually gets his way. On Halloween, Sheepy finds the costume uncomfortable but goes through with wearing it. Outside, he sees many other kids wearing the same costume. He goes back inside to change from the werewolf costume into pajamas to be a "Sheepwalker." The family goes on to have a fun night out, and the book ends with the parents tucking Sleepy Sheepy into bed. The story is sweet and appropriate for young readers but sometimes confusing. What makes the werewolf costume so important to Sheepy? Why does his dad resist? Text uses rhythm and rhyme with mixed results. Some passages flow nicely, while others feel forced or confusing. Careful adult reading reveals some puns that will be lost on young readers, such as "Sheepy'd begged to wear-wolf and his pa'd gone along!" Illustrations are scanned watercolor textures and digital paint: the result is basic but works for the story. Images are bright and clear, and the cartoonish characters are easy to track. Some of the details and expressions are extremely funny. Text is well placed on the pages for easy readability and playful interaction with the images. VERDICT A fun but nonessential addition to a library seeking more Halloween books for young readers.-Amelia Jenkins

Copyright 2025 School Library Journal, LLC Used with permission.

April 15, 2025
Stand out in a crowd by being yourself! Sleepy Sheepy returns just in time to prepare for some spooktacular celebrations. As October approaches, he and his family visit a Halloween store to select Sleepy Sheepy's costume. He discovers the last werewolf costume, and he pictures himself as a "sheep in wolf's clothing." Although Pa has a few other suggestions, Sleepy Sheepy remains adamant, and he gets the costume. On Halloween, the outfit is less comfortable than he expected, but he suits up and heads out...only to discover that his "lone wolf" is actually one of avery large pack. His disappointment at having picked out a less-than-original costume doesn't last long; he soon reemerges from home in a different get-up, one that's more in line with his general vibe. All is well, and a tired sheep eventually heads home to bed. Astute readers may pick up on a few visual hints about what's to come: a sale flyer in Sleepy Sheepy's hand as he and his family enter the store, sale signs, and a near-empty rack of costumes. Savvy caregivers and educators can use these clues to start a conversation to build predictive skills in young readers. The book is also a useful example for showing kids the importance of pivoting when life doesn't go as planned. The illustrations--a combination of scanned watercolor textures and digital paint--are simple but amusing, particularly when relaying emotions through facial expressions. Not too sweet and not too scary, this one is just right. A cute addition to any Halloween shelf.(Picture book. 4-7)

COPYRIGHT(2025) Kirkus Reviews, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
978-1-6690-6513-5 Crocodile vs. Deinosuchus Charles C. Hofer ES Beastly Battles SLJ: Gr 3-5-In a fun twist in the animal battles field, this set pits a modern-day creature against a prehistoric beast that shares some similar traits. Short two-page chapters compare key features of each animal. Siberian Tiger vs. Saber-Tooth Cat, for instance, looks at size, teeth, claws, and hunting methods. The use of past tense for the prehistoric creatures helps readers navigate the alternating presentations. Photos and illustrations highlight the text effectively: a close-up photo shows the rhinoceros's thick skin, for example, while a captioned drawing notes the triceratops' frill and scales (Rhinoceros vs. Triceratops). Final spreads set up the battle, though no winner is revealed. Readers are asked to speculate, aided by a table providing direct comparisons between the two animals. The last spread includes large images of the battlers on facing pages, but nothing shows them actually interacting. VERDICT The prehistoric element should appeal to animal battle fans. © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
979-83-8492-017-5 Cuentos de Hadas Contados Por Clementina Jenna Mueller ES series/Spanish series Reading Level: 2.0; Interest Level: K-3
978-1-665-93142-7
978-0-8000-9503-1 Daughter of the Ligh-Footed People Belen Medina ES Texas Topaz List SLJ: Gr 1–4— This is a striking introduction to ultramarathon runner, Lorena Ram&7;rez, who belongs to the Indigenous Rar&5;muri people of Mexico. The book follows Ram&7;rez as she runs 60 miles, all while wearing the traditional shoes and clothing of her people. As she runs, readers gain insight into her rural upbringing and lifestyle, as well as the intense physical demands of the race. Peppered with figurative language, the spare text is lyrical, at times echoing the rhythm of Ram&7;rez's steadfast footsteps. The digital illustrations are rich, evocative, and thoughtful in composition; the art beautifully blends present and past and gives readers a view of the race from a variety of perspectives—from her white rubber shoes to the clouds and birds soaring above her. Vibrant florals illuminate Ram&7;rez's strength and persistence and add movement throughout the story. An author's note at the end expands on Ram&7;rez's achievements, her community, and her pride in her heritage. Runners are depicted in a variety of skin tones. VERDICT An exceptional addition to all collections.— Lauren StroheckerALA Booklist: A marathon runner, 29-year-old Lorena Ramírez is one of the Rarámuri, "the light-footed people," who live surrounded by canyons and mountains in a remote Mexican region. Lorena grew up herding her family's cows and goats, as well as playing a game that involved kicking a ball for long distances through the canyon, and walking or running for miles to buy food and other supplies. Now running in marathons around the world, she stands out, always wearing sandals made from rubber tires and a colorful, traditional long skirt, made by her mother. Her father and brothers are fine runners, too, and like Lorena, they help support the family with their winnings. The narrative introduces her as a child growing up in the canyon and, some years later, running a 60-mile marathon with her family cheering at the finish line. The back matter fills in the details of her intriguing story. Created with vivid colors, imaginative details, and a fine sense of movement, the illustrations capture the celebration of watching an Indigenous woman excel in the modern world.
978-0-06-332982-9 Dead Good Detectives: Good Detectives McLachlan, Jenny ES Dewey: -Fic-; Audience: Upper Elementary
978-1-368-09691-1 Dex Dingo World's Best Greatest Ever Greg Foley ES Kirkus: Strega Nona meets the singularity in this zany comicDex, an almost 10-year-old "half Filipino, half American" dingo whose (offstage) parents live apart, longs to be the greatest at somethingâ�¦but what? Dex loves making lists, so when his teacher asks the kids to complete an assignment on what they want to be when they grow up, he starts brainstorming. When a rival nabs his first career choice (king), Dex decides to try his hand at being an inventor. His friends' ideas for an invention "that we all need" are wild and unworkable. Then Syd the snake stresses that there's already "too much ssstuff in the world." So Dex creates an Infinity Room, and he and his best friend, Buckley Bat, throw together and program nanobots to eliminate excess stuff. The nanobots consume materials, only to replicate themselves exponentially, transforming trash into gray nano-goo. They're programmed to spread; this invention literally can't be put back in the box. Luckily, Nono, a rogue nanobot, can digest the gray goo and reconstitute it. Some of the lively cartoon art flips so that we can make Nono vomit up the goo! All the trash returns, perhaps for a sequel, but Foley has nimbly avoided both a too-simple solutionâ�¦and universal obliteration. His energetic illustrations and off-the-wall story brim with action and humor; kids will be eager for more of Dex.Frenetic, funny, fantastic, relatable-this dingo is a wild dog! (how to draw Dex and Nono, information on real nanobots)(Graphic fiction. 8-12)Publisher's Weekly: This brisk study from Leigh (Randomistas), an economist and member of Australia’s parliament, traces how economic factors have shaped world history from the dawn of agriculture to the present. He suggests that the transition from hunting and gathering to farming around 12,000 years ago led to the establishment of private property and food surpluses, which in turn made it possible for leaders to enrich themselves by appropriating the products of others’ labor. More effective technologies for harnessing the power of coal sparked the Industrial Revolution in the late 1700s, and the 19th-century rise of limited liability corporations stimulated the flow of capital into risky ventures that, when successful, created massive businesses whose size compelled workers to unionize in order to maintain bargaining power. Elsewhere, Leigh covers the rise of Keynesianism during the Great Depression, central banks’ role in taming inflation in the 1980s, and how the contemporary dominance of a handful of Silicon Valley tech companies results in lower wages for workers. The history will largely be familiar to readers of Yuval Noah Harari and Jared Diamond, whom Leigh cites in his research, but he does a solid job of succinctly recounting the events and developments that explain “how our market system developed.” It’s a satisfying overview of economic history. Photos. (Sept.)
978-1-419-78269-5
978-0-8000-8903-0
979-83-687-8108-2 Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Party Pooper Jeff Kinney ES new book in series series
978-1546176183 Dog Man: Big Jim Believes: A Graphic Novel (Dog Man #14) Dav Pilkey ES series 11/11/25 series
978-0-7565-8984-4 Dog Park Disguise Natasha Deen ES SLJ: K-Gr 2-This series follows the adventures of Jade and her pet dinosaur Indigo as she struggles to keep his existence a secret, passing him off as a blue iguana. In these volumes, Jade takes Indigo to pet day at school, finds a costume/disguise for him so they can visit the dog park, battles jealousy when Indigo forms an attachment to her new friend, and searches for him when he goes missing in the neighborhood. These short, simple tales will please young readers who like their problems resolved quickly. A glossary and facts are appended in each book, along with writing and discussion prompts. VERDICT Recommended for most collections where simple beginning readers do well. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
979-87-656-6928-0 Dragon Anatomy: A Field Guide Kaiser, Brianna ES Dewey: 398.24; Audience: Upper Elementary
979-87-656-6929-7 Dragon Behavior: A Field Guide Fenmore, Taylor ES Dewey: 398.24; Audience: Upper Elementary
979-87-656-6932-7 Dragon Folklore: A Field Guide Kaiser, Brianna ES Dewey: 398.24; Audience: Upper Elementary
979-87-656-6933-4 Dragons Among Us: A Field Guide Fenmore, Taylor ES Dewey: 398.24; Audience: Upper Elementary
979-87-656-6931-0 Dragons Around the World: A Field Guide Fenmore, Taylor ES Dewey: 398.24; Audience: Upper Elementary
978-0-374-39294-9 Dream Barbara O'Connor ES ALA Booklist: Readers who enjoyed Charlie's story in Barbara O'Connor's Wish (2016) will enjoy this return to her small town in North Carolina, narrated by Charlie's classmate Idalee, whose mother hopes for stardom as a country singer. Mama departs with her band for a road trip that might make her famous. Meanwhile, Idalee is staying with neighbors and hoping to stay out of trouble. Like her grandfather, Idalee writes songs. When a radio station sponsors a songwriting contest, her friends urge her to submit some of her songs. Idalee longs to win the cash prize, which will buy her a new guitar, but after she uses a ruse to gain an advantage, her moral compass responds with realistic guilt and makes her dreams seem far beyond her reach. In this stand-alone book that features several returning characters and a familiar setting, the strongest asset is O'Connor's ability to let Idalee tell her story in her own, distinctive voice, while creating secondary characters who are interesting and equally true to life. An involving chapter book, set in the Blue Ridge Mountains.SLJ: Gr 4–6— The strength of unexpected friendship and the hopefulness of a dream is explored in this middle grade novel. Eleven-year-old Idalee Lovett comes from a long line of musicians, and all she wants is to become a country music songwriter. When the local radio station hosts a songwriting contest, she begins to dream about what it might feel like to win; but as she presses forward, the fear of failure creeps in, leading her to make an out-of-character decision regarding the contest. As the award announcement date approaches, Idalee's anxiety increases, resulting in an admission to her mother of what she has done. Although this brings her some relief, she continues to agonize over the possible ramifications of her actions. When the contest results in an unexpected outcome, Idalee learns about the power of friendship and honesty. The ragtag group of characters are endearing, adding to the general warmth of the story. Idalee's anger at her situation is somewhat glossed over, making parts of the story feel a bit inauthentic; however, readers familiar with O'Connor's Wish will enjoy the appearance of some familiar faces. Main characters are cued white. VERDICT A tender story of the strength of friendship and the power of a dream, this page-turner captures the heart.— Misty Schattle
978-1-250-84307-4
978-0-8000-7934-5
9781250843067 Dream On Shannon Hale ES  SLJ: Gr 3-6-As one of six kids, Cassie doesn't get much one-on-one time with her parents and often feels overlooked. When her best friend, Vali, starts to hang out with a mean girl in their class, Cassie feels abandoned with no one to talk to. So, when Cassie receives a sweepstakes mail flyer telling her she is a grand prize winner, she's thrilled and sends back her award-winning slip, eagerly deciding what grand prizes she will select. But the grand prizes don't come, and magazines her family can't afford start showing up instead. Cassie is determined to keep her prize-winner status a secret but doesn't know how to make the magazines disappear or how to get her friend to talk to her again. This story stands out from many current friendship graphic novels because Cassie is younger, still in fourth grade. The book takes place sometime in the past 50 years, post-television but pre-cellphone-close enough to current times to feel relatable, but distant enough that some kids might not understand certain plot elements, like the sweepstakes flyer. Even with the setting creating some roadblocks for readers, the graphic novel effectively captures both friendship drama and the difficulties of living in a large family. A good option for fans of Shannon Hale and LeUyen Pham's "Real Friends" series. Cassie and her family are white, Vali has brown skin. VERDICT This heartfelt graphic novel tackles family and friendship hardships with compassion and is recommended for fans of Raina Telgemeier.-Annamarie Carlson © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist: Grades 3-6. Mourn not for the thought balloon. It's currently in short supply since comics—particularly superhero comics—have become ever more cinematic, but Hale and Cespedes have reinvented this once-ubiquitous device to support the emotions of their story like a dream. In the form of expressive, disconnected shapes, they float around the eager, imaginative, and sensitive Cassie, deepening her character and making her anxieties and hopes more vibrant and more urgent. And nothing could be more appropriate to this story of Cassie’s crowded family, shifting friendships, and transforming perspective. It’s the stuff of everyday life for kids Cassie’s age, but what could possibly be more important, more anxiety-producing, or more joyous? Cassie experiences all those emotions as she navigates transitions in her school life, her primary friendship, and her family relationships, learning to redefine her expectations, deciding what’s worth holding on tight to, discovering unexpected wisdom, and, most significantly, figuring out how her own emotions both help and hinder her. And those magical thought balloons draw readers right into the heart of it. As a companion to her autobiographical Real Friends (2017), this will already be on the radar of Hale’s many fans, while newcomers can instantly latch onto the themes and the accessibly realistic but enjoyably witty art, filled with recognizable body language and occasional flights of sparkling fancy. Consider multiple copies of this one.High-Demand Backstory: Hale is one of the biggest names in the middle-grade comics space; any new title from her is cause for celebration.
979-8-7656-4775-2 Earthworms Help Plants Katherine Chu ES Non-Fiction School Library Journal, 04/01/25
978-1-6690-9341-1 Easter Island, Stone Giants of the Pacific Blake Hoena ES Non-Fiction Booklist: Grades 3-5. Readers embark on eye-opening adventures with the Investigating Mysterious Places series (6 titles), and this entry dives into the history, culture, and natural beauty of Rapa Nui—commonly called Easter Island and the home of the iconic moai statues. With easy-to-understand text and well-chosen illustrations, the book explains how ancient Rapa Nui people might have created and moved these enormous sculptures and why they stopped creating them. Readers will love uncovering the myths and legends surrounding the island while learning about the archaeological discoveries that have revealed its secrets. The book includes straightforward explanations for unfamiliar words and extra resources, as well as a map showing the location of this remote island. Perfect for curious minds, this book is an exciting way to inspire a love for history and exploration.
9798881602413
978-0-593-69932-4 Echo Adams,  Rex ES

Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2025)
Junior Junior, a young boy with blond hair and ruddy cheeks, lives on a rugged mountainside. He enjoys shouting self-affirming songs into the valley and hearing "Junior Junior is the greatest in the world!" echoed back by his only friend, an agreeable, unseen boy who lives across the valley. An unflappable girl named Sandy moves in next door and tells Junior to stop shouting; he is dismayed by the newcomer's lack of interest in his brilliant chants. Salvaging his pride, Junior boasts that one day he will travel to the brightest star in the night sky. Sandy matter-of-factly states that his "star" is actually a planet, specifically Mars. Skeptical Junior expects Sandy to apologize for her inaccuracy, but she remains resolute: "There's nothing wrong with being wrong...I admit it when I am." Humiliated, Junior resolves to run away to be with the boy across the valley. But spending time with his echo is less rewarding than Junior anticipated. Rex's (On Account of the Gum, rev. 1/21) digitally painted illustrations incorporate dramatic speech bubbles and command light and shadow to create a moody atmosphere, a reflection of Junior's temperament. Rex smartly avoids didacticism in favor of employing humor to highlight the social skills of respectful disagreement and admitting when you're wrong, making Junior's plight both pertinent to our time and timeless. Emily Brush March/April 2025 p.56

Kirkus Reviews starred (January 1, 2025)
Junior Junior’s only friend is the echo across the rocky canyon from his house. Junior and the echo didn’t initially hit it off; when he hollered his first word—“MINE!”—an argument ensued. But in the years since, an agreeable conversation has persisted between the two. When he declares, “Junior is the greatest in the world!” the echo reiterates the sentiment, enthusiastically. When a new girl moves in next door, Junior finds her less amenable, especially when she argues with him, pointing out that what he thinks is a star is in fact a planet. Upon realizing he’s wrong, Junior calls the girl an idiot and runs away to play with his real friend, the echo, who resembles Junior and does exactly what he does. It’s fun, until it’s not. Junior wonders suspiciously if the echo truly agrees with him. Setting pride aside, Junior reluctantly ambles home to admit his fault, ready to start fresh. Rex’s deliciously colorful digital pastels burst from the page, anchored by majestically moody landscapes. Junior, the echo, and the neighbor are pale-skinned, expressively highlighted in neon hues, bathing each character in a playful, glowing aura of light. The result is a valuable message that’s masterfully (and hilariously) conveyed without being heavy-handed: It’s OK to be wrong, and it’s OK to disagree with a friend. A quirky, relatable, and visually spectacular emotional journey. (Picture book. 4-8)

979-83-687-5525-0 El Club de las Baby-Sitter. 11 Adios Stacey, adios Gabriela Esptein ES Series - BISD has the English VersionDewey: 741.5; Audience: Upper Elementary

978-1-665-94806-7 Elvis and Romeo Soman, David and Davis, JackyES already in district--different ISBN already in district--different ISBN
ALA Booklist (4/1/25)
Elvis, a pudgy bulldog, and Romeo, a mutt of mixed heritage, are each visiting the dog park for the first time. Elvis is reluctant to take part in the new venture, while Romeo is enthusiastically looking forward to making a friend. Upon entering the park, they are met by a large group of various breeds, and Romeo begins his search for a buddy. He, of course, zeroes in on grumpy Elvis, though it's clear from the start that the two don't enjoy the same things. Romeo eagerly attempts to engage Elvis in play, but the disgruntled bulldog will not participate. By way of a misguided Frisbee, the dogs discover they do have something in common that is near and dear to their hearts (and stomachs), and the rest is history. Much of the story is delivered through color-coded speech bubbles that indicate which dog is communicating. The multicultural group of pet owners and wide variety of dogs fill the park with color and movement in the charming, digitally created artwork, which is a joy to peruse.

978-1-665-94796-1 Elvis and Romeo Go to Dog School Davis, Jacky ES next in series series
978-1-665-94799-2 Elvis and Romeo Visit the Vet Soman, David and Davis, JackyES next in series series
978-1-940647-73-9 Empty Cabin: A Choose Your Path Mystery Deb Mercier ES From the publisher: Grades 4-8
979-83-687-8389-5 
978-1-54619-840-6 Eso no es gracioso, David! David Shannon ES English Version in BISD Dewey: -E-; Audience: Lower Elementary

School Library Journal (5/1/25)
PreS-Gr 2— For those who find the humor and heart in the wild, destructive David stories, the books are immensely rewarding, and That's Not Funny, David! fits that bill. It begins with a heartfelt author's note discussing the difficulty in finding "the line" between funny and hurtful. In traditional David style, each spread features the boy doing something naughty, with a stark voice admonishing the action. It shows plenty of things that are funny—splashing, slurping—but also some that are downright rude. It delves into the idea of going too far, encouraging David and readers to think through the consequences of their actions. Is this choice hurting someone? Then it's probably not great. VERDICT A wild romp discovering the boundaries of humor, with warmth and inspiration.

978-1-546-13941-6 Face in the Mirror and Other Scary Stories Brallier, Max ES next in series series
978-0-06-341122-7 Fancy Nancy Besties for Eternity Jane O'Conner ES adding to series series
978-0-06-341550-8 First Cat in Space and the Baby Pirate's Revenge Barnett, Mac ES next in series series
978-1-250-79551-9 Flight of the Witch Terciero, Rey ES next in series series
978-1-940647-89-0 Fortune Teller's Curse: A Choose Your Path Mystery Deb Mercier ES From the publisher: Grades 4-8

978-0-06-294114-5 Frankenstein doesn't wear earmuffs! John Loren ES
Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2020)
Even monsters need help in nasty weather. It’s Halloween; a boy dons his Frankenstein’s-monster get-up. But whenever he tries to step outside, his parents stop him to hand over inclement-weather duds: galoshes, scarf, parka, earmuffs. By his third attempt, he’s burdened with a camping lamp, fanny pack, and snack. The kid finally roars, “FRANKENSTEIN DOESN’T WEAR EARMUFFS!” and exasperatedly chucks everything. Finally outdoors, he sees costumed kids bundled up. Conceding his parents were right, the kid gratefully accepts the warm clothes, then joins fellow tricksters. This humorous tale establishes a rollicking pattern, juxtaposing opening atmospheric, holiday-themed rhymes accompanied by spooky, painterly illustrations with a more cartoony style for the rhyming admonitions from the boy’s parents when adding to his wardrobe. The dark verses are interrupted strategically with page turns introduced by capitalized grown-up warnings in speech balloons: “HOLD IT!” When the spooky rhymes/illustrations resume, they comically depict/describe Frankenstein wearing his newly acquired garb, then eventually cease altogether when the verses describe only kid, accoutrements, and his unprotected misery outdoors. Fortunately, his parents have followed with the necessary gear. Neither they nor other adults join the trick-or-treaters, however, a depiction of adult concern that some may wish had been included. The bouncy rhymes read and scan well; the humorous, energetic artwork very ably serves the text. The boy and parents (the grown-ups are faceless) have brown skin; other youngsters are diverse. An unusual, funny take on the typical Halloween story—and a reminder to dress appropriately. (Picture book. 4-7)

Publishers Weekly (August 17, 2020)
Assembling a Frankenstein&rsquo;s monster costume and preparing to set out trick-or-treating, a boy imagines he is the towering, foreboding figure of lore, but his father interrupts his reverie: "Not so fast there, Frankenstein./ Those clouds are looking iffy./ So take my old galoshes here;/ they&rsquo;re waterproof and spiffy." Text and pictures slyly jump between imaginary and the real settings, revealing the legendary Frankenstein looking none too happy in "giant red and floppy boots" and then further disgruntled after he dons the puffy orange parka, striped scarf, and fuzzy earmuffs that the boy&rsquo;s mother insists he wear (she also stuffs a fanny pack with emergency supplies-including reflective underpants). The boy-turned-monster finally snaps, screaming the titular assertion, and proceeds outdoors sans warm accessories, with droll and chilly results. Loren doesn&rsquo;t miss a beat in his gleaming picture book debut, synchronizing perky verse with equally hilarious digital art to deliver a genuine Halloween treat that is, at last, "warm and toasty." Ages 4-8. (July) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

978-84-19253-90-3 Gafas de Carlitos (Charlie's Eyeglasses) Margarita del Mazo ES From the publisher: Ages 3-7
979-88-8160-244-4
978-0-8000-9869-8 Galactic Unicorn Simpson, Dana ES next in series Dewey: 741.5; Audience: Upper Elementary
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978-1-662-68043-4 George Washington's Spectacular Spectacles: The Glasses That Saved AmericaCastrovilla, Selene ES
Starred Review ALA Booklist (12/9/24)
Starred Review It was a closely guarded secret that President George Washington wore glasses when reading documents. If people found out, would they consider him weak or odd-looking? In 1783, he learned that his army officers, furious that they had never been paid for their wartime service, had decided to storm Congress, demanding their money. Washington sent a polite note to Congress, which promised to pay when they could. Washington wrote a speech urging patience and tried to read it to the angry officers, who listened but disagreed. Frustrated by his difficulty reading the speech, Washington put on his glasses. Silence fell as the officers realized their beloved former general, who had given up so much for his country, was aging. Tears fell, and the men decided to drop their treasonous plan and follow Washington's advice. The author of many children's books based on research into American history, Castrovilla tells her latest story with wit, pathos, and attention to detail. The end matter traces the history of the officer's little-known treasonous plan and notes that when Washington began using his spectacles in public, others overcame their reluctance as well. Harney's quirky illustrations suggest the look of the period while capturing the amusing tone of the narrative.

Kirkus Reviews
By donning his glasses, George Washington thwarts soldiers from committing treasonCastrovilla, who's written four other books about the Revolutionary War, describes Washington's need for glasses as an embarrassment ("It was a secret"). She uses this fact to launch a storyline about the Newburgh Conspiracy ("It was a secret," she repeats), a plan hatched by frustrated army officers to storm Congress and demand payment. Having defeated the British, Washington refuses to allow his new government to be toppled. His spectacles, illustrated by Harney in shimmering sepia, appear only when he slams his office door to read in private. During one of those sessions, he reads Congress' answer to him about when his officers will be paid-soon, they say. Washington shares this response in a windy speech that doesn't convince them to stand down. Putting on his spectacles to read them the actual letter from Congress, he prefaces his remarks with an apology ("I have grown gray in your service and now find myself growing blind"); they are moved to tears by his sacrifice. The book uses a variety of fonts, from hand-lettered notes to onomatopoeic sound effects, alongside comical close-ups of Washington's bug eyes and emotive crowd scenes that lend the story a pleasing, old-timey feel. Allowing readers to experience this event through Washington's lens, literally, makes for an original, thought-provoking framing, and it's hard not to draw a connection with the January 6 insurrection-though with a vastly different outcome.An enlightening tale, enlivened by droll, retro illustrations. (author's note, the Newburgh Conspiracy players, glasses in 1783, about the research, bibliography)(Informational picture book. 7-10)

978-1-940647-75-3 Ghost of Old Central School: A Choose Your Path Mystery Ryan Jacobson, Deb MercierES From the publisher: Grades 4-8

978-0-06-332984-3 Ghost Rescue McLachlan, Jenny ES
Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2025)
English best friends Sid and Zen and their phantom pirate companion, Bones, return for a second outing of helping ghosts resolve their unfinished business and pass over. This time, a nefarious figure is harvesting luminous dust from the spirits, leaving only days to solve the ghosts’ earthbound mysteries before they become soulless wraiths. To complicate matters further, Sid and Zen have a quirky new Welsh classmate named Mo, who might be a perfect friend for the two oddballs—if they can keep her from realizing they see (and talk to) ghosts. As before, the ghostly content tends more toward whimsy than horror, with stylized black-and-white illustrations reinforcing the levity; this factor, combined with the straightforward plotting, will make this work accessible for younger or more sensitive readers. With charm and enthusiasm, McLachlan successfully juggles the central mystery of the bad guy with the storylines of each spirit who needs help to pass over, including Olive Buckmore, a World War II land girl who’s worried about her now-ancient fiancé, and Mei Huang, an aviator who yearns to prove that her attempt to circumnavigate the globe didn’t end in failure; both offer an appealing swagger that Sid increasingly adopts. The illustrations depict Sid as a white girl with large glasses and Zen as a Black boy with short twists. A buoyant sequel for readers who prefer their ghosts more bighearted than scary. (Paranormal. 8-12)From the publisher: Grades 3-7; Ages 8-12

978-1-547-60688-7 Gift of the Great Buffalo Lindstrom, Carole ES Rose, her oshiimeyan (younger sister), and their parents gather with other Metis families for the biannual buffalo hunt. This time will be different both because Rose's pa is one of the hunt's captains and because "the settlers and their iron horses had eliminated most of the buffalo"; the accompanying illustration shows Rose saying a "prayer of gratitude to the buffalo" while a train churns out black smoke, turning the blue sky gray. When scouts are unable to find buffalo after a week, Rose decides to look for them on her own. Her cleverness and bravery lead to success for the whole community. Lindstrom's (Autumn Peltier, Water Warrior, rev. 11/23) engaging text is well paired with McKnight's expansive, atmospheric watercolor and graphite illustrations. Back matter adds useful context; for example, in her appended note, Lindstrom says: "Rose's story is my version of the Little House series. So readers will know that before there was a little house on the prairie, there was a little tipi on the prairie...on the same land where the Little House stories were set." Important terms are defined, and a history of the buffalo hunt is provided. This Metis/Ojibwe perspective of life on the prairie by two Native creators is a moving tribute to a culture and people. Nicholl Denice Montgomery March/April 2025 p.50Preschool-Grade 2. In the early 1880s, young Métis-Ojibwe Rose and her family, along with hundreds of other Métis families, embark on the biannual buffalo hunt. While Rose helps her mother tend to the camp, her father, a captain of the buffalo hunters, sets off in search of the herds. After several days, the men have not found any buffalo. Knowing her community’s survival during the long winter ahead is at stake, Rose heads out on horseback to track the herd, and she succeeds by reflecting on her ancestral connection to the buffalo and honoring traditional knowledge shared by her elders. Lindstrom (Turtle Mountain Band of Ojibwe and Métis from Red River area in Manitoba, Canada) conveys the importance and sacredness of the buffalo hunt to Métis-Ojibwe communities and the devastating effects of colonization: millions of bison roamed the prairies until “the arrival of the settlers and their iron horses.” In McKnight’s (Shoshone-Bannock Tribes) atmospheric watercolor and graphite illustrations, translucent line sketches resembling Indigenous petroglyphs and billowy, cloudlike images of buffalo swirl across the pages as an ever-present reminder of the spiritual and cultural connections. Back matter includes an author’s note about the history of the buffalo hunt. This vital and authentic picture book offers an exciting adventure on the prairies not often heard.
1-339-00034-2
978-1-339-00034-3 Gift of Words Peter Reynolds ES release date: October 7

Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2025)
Reynolds’ Word Collector returns, just in time for the holidays! Jerome, a young, brown-skinned logophile with close-cropped purple hair, heads out with his rescue dog, Ekko, to find “holiday words. Words of hope. Words of joy. Words to give those he [loves]—family and friends.” He quickly becomes discouraged. Signs on storefronts and billboards trumpet consumerism. Newsstand headlines are “cold” and “loud and sharp.” Words from passersby sound “unhappy, frustrated, and impatient.” But then, Jerome has an idea. “What if he could find a way to give the world the words it need[s]?” He goes home and combs through his collection of words he loves, printed on sunny yellow slips of paper, which readers of Reynolds’ prior title about Jerome, The Word Collector (2018), will recognize. The papers end up festooned on the bare branches of a tree, which is decidedly not a traditional evergreen Christmas tree. Soon, a diverse group of community members gather and add words of their own. Hanging alongside strings of beads, the positive words and messages offer a vision of generosity, love, hope, and peace befitting the ideals of the holiday season, while Reynolds’ spare illustrations brim with cheer and goodwill. Collect this one for the holiday bookshelf. (Picture book. 3-8)

School Library Journal (September 1, 2025)
K-Gr 2-A heartfelt story about community and the power of words. Jerome, a young boy with brown skin, is a wordsmith who decides to go in search of words of inspiration throughout his town. However, as he strolls with his dog, he notices the words he sees lack warmth. The longer he walks, the more disheartened he becomes with the words in his town. It is at this point that Jerome comes up with a way to find words: he will come up with them himself. He heads to the park with his very own word collection and puts out the call to his neighbors to come help him decorate a tree with positive messages for the community. The art starts out quite muted, with only Jerome and his dog in bold colors, highlighting the sadness permeating the town. As Jerome begins to inspire his community, the bland colors are replaced with uplifting hues. VERDICT A lovely holiday story that speaks to the power of bringing community together during the holidays.-Tara Peace © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-0-316-49791-6 Go, Sloth, Go! Yuly, Toni ES
Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025)
In a picture book just right for young listeners as well as new readers, Sloth wakes up ready to eat. She "moves by degrees toward the tastiest leaves." Striking torn paper, ink, and digital media illustrations silhouette her dark figure against a verdant jungle of leaves and vines, creating a layered textured-collage look. Short, playful lines of text curve and stretch across spreads, mirroring Sloth's languorous movements. The refrain "Go, Sloth. Go, Sloth. Go, Sloth, go!" provides the opportunity to join in and chant along, and tiny critters -- lizards, butterflies, birds -- add something extra to notice on re-reads. The combination of illustration, page design, and words adds up to a book that gives a sense of Sloth's leisurely pace while also creating forward momentum to keep pages turning. The text is minimal and repetitive, relying on sight words, which makes this a solid choice for children just learning to read. As the book draws to a close, spreads evolve from green to orange, purple, and blue as dusk falls and Sloth achieves her goal: bedtime. Yuly (The Pelican Can!, rev. 5/24) displays sensitivity to young children's interests in this appealing homage to simple pleasures. Adrienne L. Pettinelli September/October 2025 p.56

Kirkus Reviews starred (May 15, 2025)
A sloth awakens in a jungle and begins her ponderous ascent in search of the tastiest leaves at the top of the canopy. Along the way, an unseen narrator offers encouragement with the repeated phrase “Go, Sloth, go, Sloth, go, Sloth, go!” As she inches closer to the sky and open views, blues begin to enter the initially verdant palette, and after she finally finds and snacks on the delicious leaves, the sun starts to set, bathing the now-sleeping sloth in a soothing orange glow. Concise but effective rhymes and frequent repetition of the titular refrain make for a reading experience as steady and cheery as the sloth herself is. Little ones will enjoy the chance to chime in once they pick up the rhythm, but the deliberate pace of the story could just as easily lull them to sleep; indeed, the text itself seems to fade in color as the sloth falls asleep. The subtle jungle background lets the stylized black sloth and the words take the spotlight, furthering the mellow atmosphere, though the silhouettes of a few other small animals drifting by make for a beautifully realized setting. As in her The Pelican Can! (2024), Yuly immerses readers in the natural world; young people will be entirely invested in her sleepy subject’s ultimately satisfying journey. Simultaneously cozy and utterly engaging in its simplicity. (Picture book. 3-6)

978-1-338-87942-1
978-0-8000-9483-6 Goosebumps Graphic Novel: Monster Blood RL Stine/Maddi Gonzalez ES Series Kirkus: A dangerous substance livens up a family visit in this latest comics adaptation of one of Stine's Goosebumps booksEvan's less than thrilled to be spending the next few weeks with his formidable great-aunt Kathryn; she greets him with a bloody knife in hand (she was slicing beef, she tersely explains), and she ominously intones that they'll have to do something about Evan's dog, Trigger, when he clashes with her cat, Sarabeth. Evan quickly befriends a girl named Andy after she rescues him from the bullying Beymer twins. Enter a can of the titular substance, sold at an antiques store. The green slime seems harmless, but when it grows and begins coming to life, who will stop its rampage? And what secrets are Kathryn and Sarabeth hiding? The tale's first half is deliberately paced; apart from some foreshadowing, the scares don't really start until the monster blood begins threatening lives midway through the book. Gonzalez's cartoon artwork balances pleasant scenes of Evan and Andy hanging out in their suburban neighborhood with forays into a dark, creepy basement and dramatic confrontations with supernatural beings. Exaggerated character reactions keep the energy level high. Though the story contains some spooky moments-like Evan's body-horror nightmares in which he and Trigger transform into huge monsters-the scares are never overwhelming. Most characters present white; Andy is Black.Low-key chills, ideal for horror noobs and Goosebumps stalwarts alike.(Graphic horror. 8-12)Grades 3-7 Per Publisher 
978-84-19974-04-4 Gracias (Thank you) Jarvis ES Tejas Star 2025 From the publisher: Ages 3-7
978-1-62354-417-1 Graznido en Espanol (Squawk of Spanish) Gabriella Aldeman ES In BISD Catalog - Different ISBN From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-2
978-1-6690-6511-1 Great White Shark vs. Megalodon Charles C. Hofer ES Series: Beastly Battles SLJ: Gr 3-5-In a fun twist in the animal battles field, this set pits a modern-day creature against a prehistoric beast that shares some similar traits. Short two-page chapters compare key features of each animal. Siberian Tiger vs. Saber-Tooth Cat, for instance, looks at size, teeth, claws, and hunting methods. The use of past tense for the prehistoric creatures helps readers navigate the alternating presentations. Photos and illustrations highlight the text effectively: a close-up photo shows the rhinoceros's thick skin, for example, while a captioned drawing notes the triceratops' frill and scales (Rhinoceros vs. Triceratops). Final spreads set up the battle, though no winner is revealed. Readers are asked to speculate, aided by a table providing direct comparisons between the two animals. The last spread includes large images of the battlers on facing pages, but nothing shows them actually interacting. VERDICT The prehistoric element should appeal to animal battle fans. © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
978-0-7358-4568-8 HaiCuba / HaiKuba Lawrence Schimel, Carlos PintadoES Horn Book: This cheerful picture book introduces the "customs, culture, and people" of the island of Cuba in haikus in both Spanish and English. Bright mixed-media illustrations feature people of various races, ages, and genders relaxing in nature, cavorting through Havana, and donning guayabera shirts to enjoy a night of salsa dancing. Back matter adds more information about Cuba.SLJ: Gr 2 Up-Inky watercolors and simple haikus transplant readers to Cuba, the warm Caribbean island rich in culture and wildlife. Fourteen haikus highlight various forms of Cuba's beauty; from its national bird ("Tocororo") to its notable coastline ("Malecón"), this book tries to encompass a bit of everything. The beautiful illustrations are bright, look a bit like watercolor and ink, and range from more obscure to detailed. A boy with brown skin and a girl with light skin reappear on several pages. The book is bilingual and displays Spanish text alongside English text. A basic introduction to haikus at the beginning includes a definition and example, and a summary at the end discusses the topics of the haikus, giving readers a more in-depth look at the culture and environment of Cuba. This book can be read in a variety of ways, from learning more about Cuban culture and poetry to simply being enjoyed. VERDICT A worthwhile addition to libraries looking to add accessible poetry for young readers.-Katie Llera © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-665-94026-9 Hap-Pea Halloween Baker, Keith ES series
Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025)
Baker’s lively legumes return for a Halloween adventure. In lightly rhyming text, an unseen narrator proposes costume ideas: “A wicked witch with a pointy hat, / a ghost, / a goblin, / or the witch’s cat? / A skeleton with a cane to tap. / Or a flying, flapping, vampire bat!” The suggestions continue, riffing on classic monsters, children’s stories like Peter Pan, and fairy-tale characters such as Rapunzel and Goldilocks. The peas could dress up as animals, Albert Einstein, or “a centipede with fifty friends— // that’s a hundred feet from end to end!” On several spreads, the peas are dwarfed by large-scale lettered phrases like “October 31.” Using ladders, they carve hulking pumpkins with saws, relying on slings and ropes to remove pulp and carrying seeds and harvested chunks away in wheelbarrows. Baker uses the peas’ roundness to their advantage when outfitting them in costumes; one masquerades as an “evil blue” eyeball, others as the planets Earth and Saturn. Many don headgear like flower bonnets or the Statue of Liberty’s crown. A poignant bit of text also gently suggests that eschewing costumes is just fine, too: “Or be yourself… // a little green pea!” Jack-o’-lanterns glow yellow and orange against dark blue-violet spreads as the costumed, treat-seeking peas hit the neighborhood on Halloween night. An enjoyably spooky outing starring a team of diminutive, endlessly inventive veggies. (Picture book. 3-7)

School Library Journal Xpress (May 16, 2025)
PreS-Gr 1-Eschewing the bright colors on white backgrounds from earlier books in the "Peas" series, Baker takes full advantage of the October mood of Halloween, using black backgrounds and copious amounts of orange to distinguish this title. The book offers a list in answer to one of the most pressing Halloween questions for children: What will you be? Baker offers dozens of possibilities in rhyming text, beginning with "A wicked witch with a pointy hat, a ghost, a goblin, or the witch's cat?" Each idea is accompanied by a Pea in said costume, supported by a wide assortment of jack-o'-lanterns. Amusing illustrative details on every page encourage careful picture reading throughout. The penultimate page, filled with dozens of Pea-shaped trick-or-treaters, invites the curious to linger in search of the aforementioned costumes amid the bustling street scene. VERDICT Offer this fun title early in the season to inspire and support the inevitable conversation about what to be for Halloween.-Lynn Van Auken © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-665-97293-2 Hare Who Wouldn't Share Small, Steve ES Grades K-3. In the forest, Hare lives alone and tends his big turnip garden. He likes it that way: no company. Plus, turnip-wise, he notes, “the more I give away, the less there is for ME.” Hare sticks to that attitude, even when a friendly rabbit stops by and asks for a little food. The other woodland denizens generously help them out, but Hare refuses. Eventually, Hare notices Rabbit’s carrot garden; while small, it’s growing nicely. Still, prickly Hare keeps to himself, rejecting invitations to join them for festive gatherings and meals. One day, Hare encounters menacing Boar, who’s bent on devouring turnips—and carrots, too. Hoping to deter Boar, Hare devises a plan, then rushes to alert the rabbits. Working together, they secure the carrots; alas, though, Hare’s turnips have been eaten. Hare’s generous and welcoming neighbors, however, help him get through the hard winter, and the former loner gradually comes to understand the mutual rewards of kindness and support. Small’s descriptive narrative is enlivened by the characters’ peppy, rhyming dialogue, and the story overall is enhanced by the vibrant, animated illustrations, which artfully use color and perspectives to showcase the expressive characters and events as well as the detail-rich settings, from dramatic night scenes to the rabbits’ whimsical warren. In entertaining, enjoyable fashion, this delightful read conveys a positive message about caring, sharing, and what it means to be good neighbors and friends.Hare is certain that sharing is pointless. Can anything cause a change of heart? Turnips bring Hare great pleasure, and the cranky, enormous-eared orange creature greedily hoards them: “The more I give away, the less there is for ME.” When newly arrived rabbits inquire if Hare can spare some produce until they get settled, the protagonist doesn’t relent. Other animals pitch in, however, and the newcomers cook stew for all. Their generosity perplexes Hare: Why would anyone with such meager resources offer food to others? Small’s descriptive, third-person narrative contrasts well with the rhyming dialogue. His animation background shines through in clean compositions that are by turn whimsical (a stovetop espresso maker accompanies Hare during nighttime gardening stints) and dramatic. Set against black backgrounds, these nocturnal views showcase vibrant vegetation patterns and introduce danger in the form of a greedy boar who steals the turnips Hare is carrying. As the boar heads toward the rabbits’ carrot crop, Hare hatches a plan to foil the thief and save the day. The sight of the tip of the boar’s menacing snout pushed into the rabbit warren as the new friends cower together is a cinematic marvel. Hare’s transformation is believable, and although our hero’s selflessness results in an empty turnip patch, what the character gains more than compensates. Giving has never been so gratifying. (Picture book. 4-7)
978-0-06-324959-2 Haunting of Bellington Cottage Parnum, Laura ES Grades 3-6. From the get-go, middle-grade mystery lovers will be sucked into this story. Set at a remote cottage in the snowy Vermont woods, the tale follows Iris and Vee, whose families are coming together on vacation after years apart. While Iris looks forward to rekindling her friendship with Vee and reliving past exploits, Vee has become prickly and unapproachable. Throw into this solid setting household objects that seemingly move on their own and a diary that tells the tale of a long-ago tragedy that occurred on the property, and anyone would want to read on. As the girls realize there's more to what's going on than mere pranks, they learn that communication solves a world of hurts and brings resolution to the anger in the house. Parnum (Peril at Price Manor, 2023) has created a rabbit hole worthy of falling down, capturing the girls' interpersonal drama and filling the narrative with situations that are touching and compelling. A well-crafted mystery with just the right amount of scare and heart.Can former friends set aside their drama to solve the mystery of a haunted cottage? Bellington Cottage has a tragic history, bizarre taxidermy, and strange nighttime sounds. It’s also available on the Rent-A-Bode app, which brings 12-year-olds Iris and Violet and their respective grown-ups there on a winter vacation. The girls haven’t seen each other since another trip three years ago, when they turned a Cape May rental into a haunted house together. Iris, whose new best friend just moved away, is eager to reconnect and indulge in their shared love of spooky things. But Violet—who now prefers “Vee” and embraces a goth style—wants nothing to do with her. Then, strange things start happening. Taxidermied creatures move around. A tree swing slams against the trunk. An unplugged toaster activates with a pop. Setting aside their discord, Iris and Vee investigate. It seems that something—or someone—is sending them increasingly urgent messages. Authentic characters inhabit an evocatively described world in this thoughtful ghost story. Solving the mystery requires Iris and Vee to unravel multiple threads of conflict, from the Bellington family’s tragic, unfinished tale to their own tangled web of jealousy, family strife, and friendship fails. A powerful theme of positive communication weaves through and between the storylines. Readers who enjoy interpersonal themes and don’t mind a leisurely buildup to the real shivers will appreciate this tale. Characters read white. Mild chills mingle with believable friendship issues in this appealing ghost story. (Horror. 9-12)
9781510564466 Hearing Aaron Carr ES Nonfiction nonfiction
978-1-524-88878-7 Heart of a Hero Cody, Matthew and Colleen, MarcieES next in series series

978-1-419-76675-6 Here is a Book Elisha Cooper ES

Starred Review ALA Booklist (9/12/25)
Starred Review Full of literal and figurative meaning, this book is presented as a physical object, and this book explains both the creative and the business process for making a book, tracing its journey from artist's sketches to a child's room. The cover illustration introduces the nested concept with hands holding a book; the back cover of the book repeats the image within the image. Opening with the artist's home and some details of her life, we see how the drawings begin. We are given a peek into the artist's garden, kitchen, and studio as she works. She bicycles into town to deliver the art to the publisher's office, then the book travels from publisher to printer to truck to city to school. When the book arrives in the child's hands, we see her neighborhood, home, kitchen, and family, providing the opposite bookend to the details about the artist. The glimpses into their lives are given texture by the watercolor-and-pencil illustrations, which include homages to famous children's books. Each word of the brief text is chosen with care, adding specific details. The descriptive phrases often end with an emphasis word mething to make the reader stop and ponder. Those special words are gathered up at the end, bringing the parts of the book's journey together into one unified message.Starred Review for Publishers Weekly

In a winningly granular work that shows how components make up a whole, Caldecott Honoree Cooper uses list-forward lines and thumbnail-like sketches to trace a book’s creation, from inspiration onward. An artist, a tiny form briefly outlined, sits sketching outside a seaside cottage, penciled images flying forth. Indoors, her art studio overflows with “paper, pencils, watercolors, brushes, sketches, drafts, a wastebasket.” Miniature vignettes show the figure painting, wielding a pencil, considering images on the wall. Finally, the finished manuscript heads to a publisher’s office (“editors, designers, assistants”) and then to a printer (“printing presses, binding machines, glue”). Sweeping vistas next follow the finished volume’s journey to a city school library, where it at last reaches a reader. The child’s imagination is set alight, and, surrounded by classic picture books, the reader sits down with a sketchbook and forms a new stream of images. It’s a step-by-step representation of how a book comes into being, focused on how much depends on “teamwork, time, beauty, adventure, grit, inspiration, curiosity, action, structure, humor, wonder, and love.” Characters are portrayed with various skin tones. Ages 4–8. (Apr
978-1-635-92823-5 Hiding in Plain Sight: Kate Warne and the Race to Save Abraham Lincoln Anderson, Beth ES Brightly colored animal characters demonstrate the many ways to show fortitude. “I am strong because…” Various creatures complete the opening line of the book. Parr’s simple sentence structure provides clarity, while his cheery, solid colors with thick black outlines rendered in childlike scrawls depict everything from peacocks to penguins to pandas, all displaying strength in different ways. “I ask for help when I need it,” says a smiling giraffe, standing by ready to assist a cat who’s stuck in a tree. “I can be gentle,” notes a necktie-clad bear holding a butterfly. And three hopping frogs declare, “I take care of my body.” Though the tone is earnest, a goofy strain runs through this work: A neon-pink bunny wears a pair of underwear on its head (“I fix my mistakes”); a frowning cow tells buzzing flies to “Stop, please!” (“I share when something is bothering me”). Each page serves as a connection point for readers to empathize or find parallels in their own lives; this is an excellent book for caregivers to share one-on-one or at storytime. The final page is an encouraging message directly from the author to readers, signed with love. Strength redefined for a new generation. (Picture book. 2-6)PreS-Gr 1-Bold colors and simple lines in Parr's hallmark style are perfectly paired in his new picture book, with digitally rendered cartoon-style illustrations of animals in everyday situations that young children find themselves in. From a relatable mix of emotions to challenging experiences such as going to daycare or saying goodbye, the text challenges readers to think about what it means to be strong in a way grounded in resilience. Simple sentence structure and limited words per page make the book ideal for the youngest readers. VERDICT Ideal for read-alouds and story times, this is recommended for purchase for libraries serving young patrons.-Monisha Blair © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
978-1-5433-8578-6 Hijo Del Sol y de la Luna (The Son of the Sun and the Moon) Antonio Orlando Rodriguez, Sergio AndricainES Tejas Star 2025 SLJ: K-Gr 2-A lushly illustrated folktale with extensive back matter. Inspired by Indigenous Colombian creation myths, this tale begins with el sol's creation of the jungle, mountains, and rivers. When he meets la luna, they fall in love, happily traversing across the wide open sky. Eventually, their love bears a child, the jaguar, who is feared and respected by all the other animals of the Amazon but must prove himself against the rival anaconda. Andricaín's descriptive text, with its natural flow and short length, makes for an ideal bedtime read aloud, while the appealing folk-style illustrations create a timeless feel. The latter half of this slim volume in the "A lomo de cuento" series begins with a map of Colombia featuring illustrated markers for its coffee region, major cities, and notable flora and fauna. The map leads into sections on the nation's biodiversity and Amazonian region where the story of jaguar unfolds, adding context to the origins of the tale and the real-world setting. Other brief sections, including "Montañas fascinantes" and "Música, letras, y arte," provide a broad overview of the literature, music, and other facets of Colombia's rich culture. VERDICT A multifaceted and informative volume that will enrich folktale and Spanish-language collections. Highly recommended.-Jessica Agudelo © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
978-1-6690-8872-1 Hippopotamus vs. Stegosaurus Charles C. Hofer ES Series Beastly Battles From the publisher: Ages 9-11
978-0593902332 History Smashers Ancient Egypt Kate Messner ES Released October 7 New in series Grades 3-8

978-1-464-22619-9 How to Catch a Dream Alice Walstead ES
next in series: Reading Level: 2.0
Interest Level: K-3

978-1-464-23077-6
978-0-8000-8917-7 How to Catch Bigfoot Alice Walstead ES new book in series Kirkus: The ever-expanding How To Catch series adds yet another target for young huntersMove over, Santa, Easter Bunny, Tooth Fairy, and a couple of dozen others: Walstead and Elkerton have another mythical creature in their crosshairs. In this latest installment, a group of diverse campers attempt to capture a shaggy but lovable sasquatch. Bigfoot, whose face is rarely seen and who narrates in verse, emerges from a cozy, elaborate treehouse to investigate a nearby campfire and secure food for a youngster. The scent of s'mores proves a powerful draw, and soon Bigfoot is subjected to the various traps improvised by the kids. Although the campers look "freaked out," it's Bigfoot who must run. Snagging a small treat, our narrator (who's "not SCARYâ�¦ / just tall and hairy!") avoids the other lures. Meanwhile, the forest animals accidentally interfere, and the kids struggle with some unworkable options, like a water-spraying robot (delivered to their campsite?). Finally, the campers, realizing that Bigfoot has a child, leave the "Bigfoot Family" a cooler full of food, and Bigfoot happily concludes, "Now my son has all the friends / he could ever really need" (though they never actually interact-still, it's better than being prey!). Uneven rhythm makes the lines wobbly, though the rhymes generally work. Elkerton uses lots of bird's-eye perspectives in his usual colorful cartoon style; the wacky hijinks will keep series devotees entertained.Familiar fare that fans are sure to eagerly snag.(Picture book. 4-7)SchoolLibrary Journal: Gr 1–3 —For their zillionth outing, the diverse "How to Catch" gang hits the woods for a camping trip and efforts to snare a wary Bigfoot. In the hamfisted verse fans have grown to love, or at least tolerate, the cryptid assumes narrative duties: "Uh-oh, this cannot be good./ They all look pretty freaked out./ S'mores or not, it's time to run./ Of this I have no doubt." As the kids contrive an increasingly elaborate series of traps, all of which fail in turn, the furry forager—always, except once, seen only from behind in the illustrations or as flashes of shaggy hands or feet—fills a big basket with woodsy provender for his family: "Gee whiz, this stuff is getting HEAVY,/ wish I could just do takeout!" But what makes his own offspring caper in delight at the close is the cooler full of yummy snacks and desserts that the kids leave behind. VERDICT Doesn't exactly promote a paleo, or even nutritious, diet, but features enough silly bits to keep fans, at least, from examining the series premise too critically.—John Peters
978-0-7565-8422-1 Hugs-a-Lotl Can't Show the Love C. W. Estes ES SLJ: K-Gr 2-These silly, brightly illustrated first chapter books focus on a group of axolotls who live in an underwater community called Sandy Shorts, and who are named after their favorite thing. In these four volumes readers meet Cheers-a-lotyl, who loves holiday inflatables, Hugs-a-Lotyl, who finds himself at a loss when he hugs so much his arms fly off, Snacks-a-Lotyl, who faces a crisis when her mom forgets to pack her school snacks, and Thinks-a-Lotyl, who loses his axolotl smile and must figure out how to get it back. Facts on the real-life critters in the book are appended, along with "Dive Deeper" questions. This series skews toward the silly and nonsensical but could appeal to kids in search of axolotl stories of any kind. VERDICT Recommended for larger collections in which illustrated first chapter books are in demand. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Ages 5-8 per publisher 

978-0-316-37632-7 I Am Strong! Parr, Todd ES
School Library Journal (August 1, 2025)
PreS-Gr 1-Bold colors and simple lines in Parr's hallmark style are perfectly paired in his new picture book, with digitally rendered cartoon-style illustrations of animals in everyday situations that young children find themselves in. From a relatable mix of emotions to challenging experiences such as going to daycare or saying goodbye, the text challenges readers to think about what it means to be strong in a way grounded in resilience. Simple sentence structure and limited words per page make the book ideal for the youngest readers. VERDICT Ideal for read-alouds and story times, this is recommended for purchase for libraries serving young patrons.-Monisha Blair © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2025)
Brightly colored animal characters demonstrate the many ways to show fortitude. “I am strong because…” Various creatures complete the opening line of the book. Parr’s simple sentence structure provides clarity, while his cheery, solid colors with thick black outlines rendered in childlike scrawls depict everything from peacocks to penguins to pandas, all displaying strength in different ways. “I ask for help when I need it,” says a smiling giraffe, standing by ready to assist a cat who’s stuck in a tree. “I can be gentle,” notes a necktie-clad bear holding a butterfly. And three hopping frogs declare, “I take care of my body.” Though the tone is earnest, a goofy strain runs through this work: A neon-pink bunny wears a pair of underwear on its head (“I fix my mistakes”); a frowning cow tells buzzing flies to “Stop, please!” (“I share when something is bothering me”). Each page serves as a connection point for readers to empathize or find parallels in their own lives; this is an excellent book for caregivers to share one-on-one or at storytime. The final page is an encouraging message directly from the author to readers, signed with love. Strength redefined for a new generation. (Picture book. 2-6)

978-1-338-89182-9
978-13388918
978-1-33889-183-6   
979-83-687-8402-1 I Survived the Dust Bowl, 1935 Tarshis, Lauren ES Next in Series: I Survied 

October 1, 2025

Gr 2-5-The best-selling "I Survived" series chronicles its 25th historical ordeal in this milestone publication. Ray and his best friend Dolly are tweens growing up in Windy Plains, Texas, during the Great Depression. Tarshis gently introduces readers to the poverty, food scarcity, disease, and extreme weather of the Dust Bowl while maintaining an overall positive tone and ending on a very hopeful note. Though Ray and Dolly's families are both negatively impacted by their circumstances, strong relationships with their families and community see them through. A harrowing opening scene featuring Black Sunday, one of the worst dust storms in history, sparks tension but then fizzles when it is resolved quickly and with little drama. Back matter includes information about the author's research process as well as additional facts about the time. Occasional photorealistic illustrations support the text. All characters are cued white. VERDICT An adequate but unexceptional addition to the series; recommended only for libraries where these books are in very high demand.

Copyright 2025 School Library Journal, LLC Used with permission.

series
978-1-536-22313-2 I Was: The Stories of Animal Skulls Katherine Hocker ES Texas Topaz List Kirkus: An invitation to contemplate what animal skulls can reveal about their previous users' senses and behaviors.Donovan's carefully detailed skulls, most placed on the ground in outdoorsy settings, make it easy to follow Hocker's beautifully penned poetic references ("I tasted bark, then heartwood / heard sticks snap as the tree fell"). In the backmatter, readers will find more expansive descriptions of what the size and placement of these skulls' "arches and ridges and caverns of bone" might suggest about the eyes, noses, and diets of the six once-living creatures, from lynx to hummingbird, that appear in the flesh on alternating spreads. There's also a seventh bony image here: human, with major parts labeled, following earlier views of young observers with brown skin intact and their crania still protecting minds able to think and discover. (The author's remark that "you can learn your father's language and your grandmother's too" obliquely hints at Native American roots for at least one of the children.) The ontological title, which does double duty as a running refrain, encourages more philosophical reflection, as does a closing claim that "just like you," animals also have "thoughts and memories, curiosity, intelligence, and consciousness."Heady lessons in reasoning from evidence, with food for deeper thought. (resource list) (Informational picture book. 7-10)Kirkus: An invitation to contemplate what animal skulls can reveal about their previous users' senses and behaviors.Donovan's carefully detailed skulls, most placed on the ground in outdoorsy settings, make it easy to follow Hocker's beautifully penned poetic references ("I tasted bark, then heartwood / heard sticks snap as the tree fell"). In the backmatter, readers will find more expansive descriptions of what the size and placement of these skulls' "arches and ridges and caverns of bone" might suggest about the eyes, noses, and diets of the six once-living creatures, from lynx to hummingbird, that appear in the flesh on alternating spreads. There's also a seventh bony image here: human, with major parts labeled, following earlier views of young observers with brown skin intact and their crania still protecting minds able to think and discover. (The author's remark that "you can learn your father's language and your grandmother's too" obliquely hints at Native American roots for at least one of the children.) The ontological title, which does double duty as a running refrain, encourages more philosophical reflection, as does a closing claim that "just like you," animals also have "thoughts and memories, curiosity, intelligence, and consciousness."Heady lessons in reasoning from evidence, with food for deeper thought. (resource list) (Informational picture book. 7-10)

978-1-536-20779-8 Interrupting Chicken Saves the Nutcracker Stein, David Ezra ES
Kirkus Reviews starred (July 1, 2025)
She’s baaaack…just in time for holiday hijinks. Chicken and Papa are off to the ballet. Although Chicken has her tutu and ballet shoes with her, when Papa asks if she’ll interrupt the performance, she promises to behave. Readers familiar with Stein’s previous Chicken stories won’t believe her for a moment. In short order, she interrupts The Nutcracker three times: to show Clara her tutu, to stop Fritz from bullying poor Clara, and to save the Nutcracker from the Mouse King’s sword. Each interruption startles performers, annoys audience members, and mortifies poor Papa—while also inviting readers to laugh at Chicken’s slapstick, well-intentioned shenanigans, enhanced by clever visual gags in the multimedia illustrations. A fourth and final interruption occurs after Chicken and Papa are kicked out, and Chicken absconds with the Nutcracker, which Papa says she must return so the show can conclude. Here enters the book-within-a-book conceit from prior Chicken stories as she gives the narrator onstage a new script to read, explaining how the Nutcracker returns to Clara. Stein’s metafictive narrative is sidesplittingly funny, capturing with aplomb young children’s endearingly exasperating tendency to speak up when it’s least convenient. Post-show comments from the audience (“What a great show!” “I’ve never seen a Nutcracker like that!”) will doubtlessly be echoed by those reading this book, the series’ most successful offering since its original 2011 Caldecott Honor title. The human performers vary in skin tone. Interrupt your holiday hustle-bustle for this delightful read. (game) (Picture book. 3-7)

School Library Journal Xpress (August 29, 2025)
K-Gr 3-Chicken is so excited! She and Papa are going to the ballet to see The Nutcracker. She grabs her tutu and ballet slippers and is ready to go. Papa is a bit worried that she will interrupt the show, but Chicken promises to behave. Everyone takes their seats, the lights go down, and the narrator begins the story. The cast is having a good time at the Christmas party in the show, but the most exciting moment is when a special guest makes a grand appearance. It's a little red chicken from the third row, wearing a tutu and ballet shoes. This isn't the only time Chicken is unable to resist being a part of the program, and eventually, Chicken and Papa are asked to leave the theater. Chicken feels bad, and she and Papa realize they need to get back in the theater to help save the show. But how? There's never a dull moment with the Interrupting Chicken around. She isn't mean when she places herself in the program-she's very excited and wants to be a part of the fun. Although it frustrates Papa, he understands she's a clever little girl, and even makes her father part of the grand plan to save the ballet in the end. Chicken and Papa are painted with bold watercolors, while background characters are slightly muted. Because they stand out, eyes are immediately drawn to them. VERDICT Children who love other stories in the series, as well as those who are new to Interrupting Chicken, will enjoy this book.-Barbara Spiri © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-250-22322-7 
978-0-8000-9520-8 Investigators Case Files John Patric Green ES next book in series Dewey: 741.5; Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6

978-0-8234-5561-4 It's Corn Picking Time! Esbaum, Jill ES
Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025)
"This is the farmer, her cap, and her gloves. This is the farm, land that she loves." Before the sun rises, a farmer gets the combine from the shed, gathers tools for the day, and begins the task at hand: picking corn (which an endnote clarifies is not the sweet corn we eat). Patterned text introduces readers to the parts of the combine and other elements of the corn-picking process. First the "autumn-dry stalks" shuttle through the cornhead and into the grain tank, while the spreader scatters chaff being "spit out the back." The corn then moves from the combine to a grain wagon, transporting the kernels to the dryer, which sends out a "steamy, roast-corn-scented cloud." Esbaum's well-crafted rhyme carries the corn from field to bin with every accompanying sight, sound, and smell. Crowton's warm, inviting illustrations in an autumnal palette help both to convey the information and to humanize the work. Back matter with interspersed spot art provides additional information about the process of harvesting this late-season crop and the many ways it is used; further reading and related websites are also appended. An informative and playful ode to agriculture. Grace McKinney Beermann September/October 2025 p.83

School Library Journal (July 1, 2025)
K-Gr 2-Readers tumble into a day-long journey at the farm, beginning at dawn and following the farmer as she drives the corn combine, and then following the corn as it whooshes into the massive grain dryer. The flap text overtly emphasizes the combine, but the book focuses on farming more than the truck featured on the cover. Text rhymes nicely and the rhythm moves along at a good clip with only a few syllabic hiccups, making this a pleasant read-aloud. Most stanzas begin with the repeated phrase "this is," for a soothing refrain. Color artwork employs a variety of perspectives during the harvesting day. Seeing the combine harvest corn from a bird's-eye view is especially striking. Accompanying the farmer, who has tan skin and long black hair, from dawn to dusk showcases Crowton's talent with lighting. While not collage, the artwork has the sturdy squareness of Eric Carle's animals blended with the soft faces of Raymond Briggs's human characters. Back matter includes more information about the many uses of corn and answers frequently asked questions about this life, such as, "Can a farmer be a woman?" Yes. VERDICT A solid choice for any collection and a fun story hour selection to boot.-Chance Lee Joyner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-66596-108-0
1-665-96108-2 Jasper Rabbit Creepy Tales: Troubling Tonsils! Aaron Reynolds ES series Publishers Weekly (6/19/25) Collaborators Reynolds and Brown deliver a just-as-creepy new adventure in this satirical chapter book spin-off of the Creepy Carrots series. Young Charlie Marmot is anxious about having his tonsils removed—until he realizes he can bring the two “gross, pulpy masses of flesh” to school for an eerie show-and-tell. As the surgeon readies Charlie for his operation, however, they realize that Charlie’s tonsils have inexplicably disappeared from his throat. That night, Charlie awakens “splayed across his desk like a pile of unfinished homework.” The youth knows he didn’t arrive there himself: Charlie was “plucked from his slumber”—but by whom? While young readers might not clock the Twilight Zone influences, they will no doubt appreciate the pseudo-horror-movie ambiance steeped in silliness. Highfalutin text adds tension and gravitas to the unfolding events, depicted via moody, noir-like b&w illustrations featuring slick, tonsil-pink accents. As in many Twilight Zone episodes, not everything ends well for the protagonist, and readers are left with a finish they won’t see coming. Ages 6–9. Author’s agent: Jodi Reamer, Writers House. Illustrator’s agent: Paul Rodeen, Rodeen Literary. (Sept.)School Library Journal: Gr 1–4 —The early chapter book spin-off from the Caldecott Medal-winning duo's Creepy Carrots is both creepy and fun. This installment features young Charlie Marmot. When Charlie learns that he needs to have his tonsils removed, he decides to bring them to school to show them off. He is in for a shocking and hilarious series of surprises from the time he arrives at his doctor's appointment and finds that his tonsils have disappeared! Brown's expressive, spooky three-toned illustrations are the perfect complement to Reynolds's twisted tale of a tonsillectomy gone awry. VERDICT Fans of Jasper Rabbit will love this new addition to the popular series.—Mari Pongkhamsing
978-1-66596-111-0 Jasper Rabbit Creepy Tales: Unsettling Salad!        Aaron Reynolds        ES next in series Release date: 02/03/2026 From Publisher: Grades 1-4
978-0-7565-8986-8 Jealous Jade Natasha Deen ES Series SLJ: K-Gr 2-This series follows the adventures of Jade and her pet dinosaur Indigo as she struggles to keep his existence a secret, passing him off as a blue iguana. In these volumes, Jade takes Indigo to pet day at school, finds a costume/disguise for him so they can visit the dog park, battles jealousy when Indigo forms an attachment to her new friend, and searches for him when he goes missing in the neighborhood. These short, simple tales will please young readers who like their problems resolved quickly. A glossary and facts are appended in each book, along with writing and discussion prompts. VERDICT Recommended for most collections where simple beginning readers do well. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
978-1-0982-9513-4 Jerboas Elsie Olson ES Nonfiction- (Odd but Adorable Animals) From the publisher: Grades 2-5
978-1-7282-7952-7 
978-0-8479-0185-2 Jose Feeds the World: How a Famous Chef Feeds Millions David Unger ES Texas Topaz List

Booklist (January 1, 2024 (Online))
Grades 1-3. The humanitarian work of chef José Andrés gives new meaning to the term soul food, and this picture-book biography shines a welcome spotlight on his efforts to ease hunger around the world. Born in Spain, Andrés learned the joy of sharing food at the side of his parents, whose careers in nursing also taught him that “it was possible to make life better for others in big and small ways.” The book quickly traces Andrés’ training and successes as a chef before a devastating earthquake in Haiti compelled him to become involved in disaster relief, namely by providing care and community support through food. This would lead him to form the World Central Kitchen organization, which helps provide food to people facing major disasters. Readers will be inspired by Andrés’ boots-on-the-ground commitment to others’ well-being in the wake of hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, the COVID-19 pandemic, and, most recently, the war in Ukraine. Muted illustrations emphasize the warmth and comfort a good, home-cooked meal can bring, and the back matter includes a list of Andrés’ notable accomplishments.

Kirkus Reviews (November 15, 2023)Kirkus Reviews (November 15, 2023)
José Andrés Puerta, an award-winning Spanish American chef, uses his gift to help people in need. Ever since José was a boy, he enjoyed cooking. Inspired by his parents, who showed him that he could help improve people’s lives in different ways, he went away to cooking school in Barcelona at 15 and became a chef’s assistant at the world-famous El Bulli. His professional journey eventually took him to Washington, D.C., where he opened his own restaurant. In 2010, an earthquake devastated much of Haiti. José, by then an award-winning chef, gathered a group of friends and went there to cook for the survivors. When he returned to D.C., he founded a nonprofit, World Central Kitchen, dedicated to providing free meals to survivors of natural and human-made disasters, work that’s enabled him to help affected communities all over the world. Vivid illustrations that depict compelling scenes rendered in rich color add tone and nuance to a flat, dry narrative that sticks to the facts at the expense of emotional depth. Condensing an entire professional life into a picture book means that the text eschews details, although some added information would have made for a more compelling story. Parts of the chef’s life—such as when he asks the Ukrainian people to become “Food Fighters”—are dropped into the story without explanation, leaving readers with questions the text does not answer. Rich illustrations buoy a lackluster narrative. (list of some of José Andrés Puerta’s awards, glossary) (Picture-book biography. 4-8)

978-1-64379-737-3 Julieta y el Enigma del Diamante (Julieta and the Diamond Enigma) Luisana Duarte ArmendarizES Grades 1-3. The humanitarian work of chef José Andrés gives new meaning to the term soul food, and this picture-book biography shines a welcome spotlight on his efforts to ease hunger around the world. Born in Spain, Andrés learned the joy of sharing food at the side of his parents, whose careers in nursing also taught him that “it was possible to make life better for others in big and small ways.” The book quickly traces Andrés’ training and successes as a chef before a devastating earthquake in Haiti compelled him to become involved in disaster relief, namely by providing care and community support through food. This would lead him to form the World Central Kitchen organization, which helps provide food to people facing major disasters. Readers will be inspired by Andrés’ boots-on-the-ground commitment to others’ well-being in the wake of hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, the COVID-19 pandemic, and, most recently, the war in Ukraine. Muted illustrations emphasize the warmth and comfort a good, home-cooked meal can bring, and the back matter includes a list of Andrés’ notable accomplishments.José Andrés Puerta, an award-winning Spanish American chef, uses his gift to help people in need. Ever since José was a boy, he enjoyed cooking. Inspired by his parents, who showed him that he could help improve people’s lives in different ways, he went away to cooking school in Barcelona at 15 and became a chef’s assistant at the world-famous El Bulli. His professional journey eventually took him to Washington, D.C., where he opened his own restaurant. In 2010, an earthquake devastated much of Haiti. José, by then an award-winning chef, gathered a group of friends and went there to cook for the survivors. When he returned to D.C., he founded a nonprofit, World Central Kitchen, dedicated to providing free meals to survivors of natural and human-made disasters, work that’s enabled him to help affected communities all over the world. Vivid illustrations that depict compelling scenes rendered in rich color add tone and nuance to a flat, dry narrative that sticks to the facts at the expense of emotional depth. Condensing an entire professional life into a picture book means that the text eschews details, although some added information would have made for a more compelling story. Parts of the chef’s life—such as when he asks the Ukrainian people to become “Food Fighters”—are dropped into the story without explanation, leaving readers with questions the text does not answer. Rich illustrations buoy a lackluster narrative. (list of some of José Andrés Puerta’s awards, glossary) (Picture-book biography. 4-8)

978-1536206364 Julius Zebra: Battle with the Britons! Gary Northfield ES
December 15, 2017
Grades 3-5 Julius Zebra, unlikely People's Champion of Rome, is enjoying the fame of his gladiatorial position, giving out hoofprints to fans and admiring Julius swag at the marketplace. Despite his newfound celebrity, he's looking forward to his upcoming battle before Emperor Hadrian, who has promised to grant the zebra and his friends their freedom if Julius wins. Instead, Hadrian sends Julius and company to Britannia to face off against the locals' prized fighters. Thinking that they are going on vacation, the animals board a boat, but it gradually becomes clear this is no pleasure cruise. A hysterical mix of misunderstandings, absurd escape plans, and disastrous training regimens unfolds as the animal gladiators size up the competition and realize the fierce Britons aren't actually their enemy. It's the Romans who are the problem! Northfield's cartoonlike line illustrations win the day in this second Julius Zebra entry, capturing the story's comical heart. Kids will be enamored by its ridiculous, action-oriented plot, and unwitting spectators to the bits of history Northfield manages to sneak in between the gags.(Reprinted with permission of Booklist, copyright 2017, American Library Association.)

October 15, 2017
At the behest of Emperor Hadrian, the striped gladiator and his animal cohorts sail off to strut their stuff in Britannia. Kidnapped from Africa in the previous episode and forced to fight in the Colosseum, Julius and his fellow captives have triumphed--but instead of the promised emancipation or even a vacation, they are packed off to misty, moisty Londinium to face local challengers in a Britons Got Talent competition. Intended to quell an unruly populace, the display of Roman might goes badly agley when the locals turn out to be tougher than expected. Along with comically violent, if consistently nonfatal, fights and many episodes of slogging through muck of one sort or another, Northfield adds line drawings of frantically gesticulating human and anthropomorphic animals to every page of the slapstick plot. He also supplies period flavor by numbering the pages in Roman numerals (adding instructions for adding and subtracting the same at the end) and slipping in Latin terms and historical detail. Finally the penny drops, and, realizing that all the gladiators are actually on the same side, Julius daubs himself with woad in solidarity and joins a rebel army that sends the Roman invaders packing. Those treacherous Romans are ripe for a fall...and Julius is just the zebra to give them a push. (appendix) (Historical farce. 10-12)

COPYRIGHT(2017) Kirkus Reviews, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

978-1406391688 Julius Zebra: Commotion in Ancient China! Gary Northfield ES Next in series
978-1536223354 Julius Zebra: Entangled with the Egyptians! Gary Northfield ES Next series
978-1536219883 Julius Zebra: Grapple with the Greeks! Gary Northfield ES Next and series

978-0763698461 Julius Zebra: Rumble with the Romans! Gary Northfield ES

Gr 2-5-Julius Zebra, a fast-talking, nervous sort who tries to sneak home from the stinky, crocodile-infested waterhole, is captured along with Milus, a grumpy lion, and Cornelius, a clueless warthog. They are transported to the ferocious clamor of the Roman Coliseum. They are forced to become gladiators, and the only way they can gain their freedom is if they win the love of the Roman crowds. The story is written in short chapters with funny, irreverent text and cartoon-style visuals. An illustrated guide to Roman numerals and a handy glossary are included in the back. Although the book has a completely ridiculous plot mixed with zany characters, it is highly entertaining and somehow manages to combine daft antics with historical facts. Pair this title with Terry Deary's Ruthless Romans (2009) or Toby Brown's Spartacus and His Glorious Gladiators (2010, both Scholastic), and students are sure to get hooked on learning about ancient Rome. VERDICT A fun and informative addition to chapter book collections.-Paula Huddy, The Blake School-Highcroft Campus, Wayzata, MN

Copyright 2016 School Library Journal, LLC Used with permission.

January 1, 2016
Fun and games in the Coliseum. Captured and shipped from Africa with other animals to the big city, Julius Zebra is naively thrilled to discover that he's headed for the circus. Juggling monkeys! Dogs riding horses! The reality--that he and his mates are headed not for the seats but the arena itself for gladiatorial slaughter--comes as a terrible shock. Instead of going meekly, Julius grabs a sword (readers may wonder how, but the author breezily ignores such cavils) and puts up so stout a defense that he wins over both the crowd and Emperor Hadrian himself. In a romp liberally endowed with scribbly line drawings and comical dialogue in balloons, Northfield puts his striped celebrity at the head of a diverse band of animal captives, including nerdy warthog Cornelius and Lucia, a vegetarian crocodile. They proceed through a series of abortive escape attempts and bruising but bloodless battles, including a re-enactment of the conquest of the Gauls. To give the manic proceedings a tinge of historical color, the author also tucks in real Latin place names and martial vocabulary, numbers the pages with Roman numerals, and helpfully appends both a glossary and a tutorial. Considering the setting, the situation, and the looming prospect of violent death, the nonexistent body count seems a bit of a stretch. Readers will applaud the Monty Python-esque exploits of this hoofed hero. Just don't call him a horse. (map) (Farce. 10-12)

COPYRIGHT(2016) Kirkus Reviews, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

9780593706718 
978-0593645666 Junie B. Jones and a Little Monkey Business: The Graphic Novel Colleen AF Venable ES series 9/30/25 Next in series Next in series

978-0-593-64563-5
978-0-8000-8725-8 Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly Bus Park, Barbara and Venable, Colleen AfES

"School Library Journal Starred Review (4/3/25)
K-Gr 2— The beloved and imperfect Junie B. Jones returns in a dynamic new graphic novel series that stays true to the curious, energetic Junie of years past. It starts readers at the first tale from the original series, in which six-year-old Junie is excited about beginning kindergarten but worries about having to ride the school bus. When Junie's first bus ride and its accompanying ""bus breath"" become too much to handle, Junie makes a decision that will take her on an adventure filled with dramatic flair—true to her style. Junie is visually akin to the original, and Beam's illustrations emphasize her wide range of big emotions. Junie sounds and acts like just as a child would and views the world with wonder, curiosity, fear, and joy. Large, expressive eyes, facial expressions, and body language add to the nervous excitement and are emphasized in wonderful three-panel sets to display the quick changes in Junie's emotions— like a true kindergartner. The graphic novel elements are geared towards younger ages to show how pictures and words need to be ""read"" for full understanding in the comic format. Junie's school world is realistic and modern, and her peers and teachers represent a range of identities and abilities. There is a reason this character has stood the test of time and Venable does a wonderful job reminding readers why. VERDICT A must-buy for any collection, whether Junie is new to readers or an old friend. Park could not ask for a better representation of her classic.— Danielle Schwessinger"

ALA Booklist (9/12/25)
Over 30 years after its original publication, Barbara Park's iconic and beloved character is back in her very own graphic novel adaptation. Junie B. Jones is starting kindergarten, and while there are many things about her new routine she loves, she absolutely cannot tolerate the bus and the sensory overload that comes with it. While older readers may miss the original artwork, the familiar bright and welcoming style will be a hit with new readers who are already fans of books by Raina Telgemeier and Shannon Hale. The series retains Junie B.'s endearing manner of speaking and her token phrases but offers some updates, like Junie B. playing on a tablet and navigating social emotional learning. This installment is perfect for kids grappling with anxiety from new experiences, especially those starting school, as the narrative acts as a tour guide through an elementary school. The humor of Junie B. lies somewhere in the gap between a child's and an adult's perception, making her timeless antics amusing to readers of all ages.

978-1-682-63701-2 King and Kayla and the Case of the Escape Artist Butler, Dori Hillestad ES adding to series
Horn Book Guide (March, 2025)
In the latest book in the series, the mystery surrounds how one dog aptly named Houdini is able to leave Dog Days daycare. King and some other dogs at the facility are discussing the tricks they can do when Houdini disappears. He's later returned by a neighbor. When Kayla comes back, she and King work together to solve the case using deductive reasoning. There is just enough suspense to keep readers engaged, and the plentiful digital illustrations provide important clues.

School Library Journal Xpress (May 2, 2025)
Gr 2-4-In this latest series installment, King, a golden retriever, takes his human, brown-skinned Kayla, to Dog Days, the new doggy day care. He plays with new friends Mouse, Goldy, Thor, Poco, and Lulu; but just as another new friend, Houdini, wants to show them all a good trick, King turns to say goodbye to Mouse whose people have arrived at Dog Days to take him home. When King looks around, Houdini's gone! Where did he go? How did he get out? It looks like he really can escape from anywhere, and now it's up to King, using his detective skills, to find Houdini. Butler's "King and Kayla" series features short chapters, easy language, simple digitally colored illustrations, and a fast-moving plot where young readers can practice their mystery-solving skills. This series will appeal to young dog-lovers and detective-story fans alike. VERDICT Add to library collections as a solid read for youngsters who are transitioning from picture books to early chapter books. A recommended purchase.-Cheryl Blevens © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-250-78244-1 Kitten Trouble (full-Color Edition) Bruel, Nick ES New Edition - Kitten Trouble in BISD Catalog
Kirkus Reviews (November 1, 2018)
Kitty’s humans foster displaced kittens…a recipe for kitty conflict! In the midst of Bad Kitty’s ongoing dust-up with the paper carrier (who routinely aims for Kitty’s head when he tosses the paper), Bad Kitty’s humans take in some unfamiliar kittens from a conflicted neighborhood nearby. Kitty’s having none of it—after all, Kitty doesn’t share (Uncle Murray here breaks in with series-trademark Fun Facts about feline territoriality). After Kitty shows her characteristic hostility to the refugees, her humans call Uncle Murray to come over to school Kitty in how to be nicer…but Kitty has so traumatized Murray in the past, he agrees that the kittens present a danger—they will grow up to become cats, after all. After a bad dream and time to reflect, Uncle Murray and Kitty come around and apologize to the kittens for their prejudice…and Kitty uses what she’s learned to befriend the paper carrier. As with other recent volumes in his popular series, Bruel uses goofy humor and his curmudgeonly cat character to take on a weighty issue. While Uncle Murray’s Fun Fact segments offer practical advice on introducing new cats to existing cats, Bad Kitty’s tale counsels tolerance and empathy when dealing with others. Foolish feline fun conceals a lesson about xenophobia, helping middle graders absorb it. (Graphic/fiction hybrid. 7-11)

979-83-687-5254-9 La pela final de reptiles Jerry Pallotta ES adding to series ( spanish)

Dewey: 597.9; Audience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3
AR 3.6 LG .5 553633SP
From the publisher: Grades 1-4; Ages 6-9

978-0-8234-5709-0 Let's Be Bees Harris, Shawn ES Preschool-Grade 1. In this charming, inventive take on the read-aloud experience, a curly-haired tot perches on Dad’s knee as they dive into reading this very book together. As each page invites them to “be” something new, the pair transforms from bees and birds into trees and beyond (even as a wave or thunder, the little one still sports a red ball cap). In exuberant speech balloons, the duo calls out signature sounds like chirps and rustles; early, quieter moments expand into busy, action-packed spreads where a gaggle of characters appears, chiming in with even more playful sounds in scenes offering goofy humor (a moose is last in line to “roar”). The silly finale of this make-believe frolic is when the pair mirrors each other, first becoming the bearded dad to proclaim “The end!” before both become the red-capped child calling out “Again!” Acclaimed author-illustrator and Caldecott Honor winner Harris pairs his simple, lyrical text with bright, vibrant colors in bold, childlike crayon strokes, with softly rounded shapes sustaining the cozy, endearing vibe. Certain to inspire further imaginative explorations with its playful, participatory fun, this joyful celebration of shared make-believe conjures endless possibilities for whimsical delight, inviting readers to return “again! again!”Bold, comical crayon illustrations set the tone for a boisterous game of pretend and its noisy cacophony of sounds. "Let's be bees," suggests the text on the opening page, while the accompanying illustration shows a grownup reading this very book to a child. "LET'S BUZZ," the adult encourages. When the page turns, the imaginative art steps up the energy, with the pair's heads now two buzzing bees. From there, they joyously make appropriate noises as they pretend to be birds ("CHIRP!") and then trees ("RUSTLE!"). The pace quickens (with a thunderstorm) and then quiets down briefly (with snow) -- but then comes an avalanche. Surprising with every page-turn, the visuals explode into a series of immersive double-page spreads with speech bubbles full of onomatopoeia. In a climactic feat, the grownup and child attempt to be Earth and make all the sounds at once. The art, with its call for noise, becomes calmer as the book approaches the end, but the final page picks up speed for an encore: "AGAIN!" Busy endpapers full of creatures and natural marvels make useful prompts to extend the story with a variety of sounds. Julie Roach March/April 2025 p.46

9780525579045 Library of Unruly Treasures Jeanne Birdsall ES
Booklist starred (July 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 21))
Grades 4-6. Eleven-year-old Gwen’s parents have let her down so consistently that when she learns that they’ll be sending her off to spend two weeks with a great-uncle she has never met, her reaction is not discomfort or dread but joy. Uncle Matthew proves to be everything that she has hoped for: a good-natured, kind, welcoming relative who is supportive of his niece and the choices she makes. When he learns that she has befriended a mysterious clan of tiny winged people called the Lahdukan at the local public library, he takes it as a sign that she is special, because most children her age can no longer see these magical folk. Gwen, who has agreed to help them merge with a nearby clan, risks her life to ensure that all will go well for them. Gwen is highly respected and even revered by the Lahdukan, whose complex society, traditions, and personal backstories are gradually revealed within the narrative. The present-day American settings tend to make the tale’s supernatural elements more believable. Phelan’s sensitive black-and-white illustrations offer occasional glimpses of the characters. Best known as the author of the Penderwicks series, Birdsall creates a well-paced, original story with intriguing characters and intertwined threads of reality and magic.

Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2025)
Neglected and uprooted, an 11-year-old finds a surprising new family. Gwen MacKinnon has been sent to live with Great-Uncle Matthew in Massachusetts while her father sorts out a new apartment in St. Louis after splitting with his third wife and her mother moves to Costa Rica with her boyfriend. Uncertain about her future, Gwen finds solace in knowing that a library in her new town shares her name: the MacKinnon Library. What she doesn’t know is that the children’s section of this library is populated by the Lahdukan, small, winged people with turquoise hair who can only be seen and heard by children under 7—and, surprisingly, Gwen. Great-Uncle Matthew thinks the Lahdukan are a game of pretend that the children play, but they’re real, and they’re in trouble. Their library home is undergoing construction, and they must find a new place to live. The Lahdukan thrive on archaic prophesies, one of which has told of the coming of a new Qalba—a human girl from the MacKinnon family who will help their clan. Much to Gwen’s shock, the Lahdukan tell her she’s the new Qalba. Birdsall gives the coming-of-age theme a fresh spin in her inventive story, one that’s filled with endearing, quirky characters and delicious intrigue involving Boston’s Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum. Phelan’s lively black-and-white illustrations add visual interest. Gwen and Great-Uncle Matthew appear to be white. Enchanting. (author’s note, pronunciation guide) (Fiction. 8-12)

978-0063267831 Little Boo Maddie Frost ES
Kirkus Reviews (July 1, 2025)
With a bit of perspective, a ghost learns to accept a baby sibling. Big Boo, who narrates, enjoys a blissful few early months with Little Boo, “a sweet and adorable baby.” Things are easy enough when Little Boo is too small to do much of anything; Little Boo listens as Big Boo talks, and Big Boo ferries the younger spirit around. Then comes the day when Little Boo learns to crawl, then float, and, at last, talk. Little Boo becomes an annoying, constant presence whose declarations of love are trying. Big Boo’s werewolf friend Howl, on the other hand, has a sibling who seems enviably calm (and who shares Big Boo’s love of literature). Howl points out that “Little Howl is a little monster,” but Big Boo nevertheless accepts a sibling trade. Oops…what a mistake! Maybe Little Boo isn’t such a trial after all? The cute and relatable plot is only half the attraction. Readers will pore over countless details in the Boo household: the alligator chairs and dining table, Little Boo’s owl highchair and hollow-pumpkin bassinet, the snake chandelier, the Venus fly trap desk lamp, the bat bathmat, and the candy corn–chomping squirrels rapturously hailed by Little Boo as “Kitteez!!!” Graphic novel–esque panels and speech bubbles, as well as simple but frenzied linework, give Frost plenty of scope for clever comic effects to fuel rereading. A hauntingly funny tale of family love. (Picture book. 4-8

Publishers Weekly starred (June 9, 2025)
A spectral narrator chronicles the ups and downs of older siblinghood in this relatable tale spotlighting family dynamics. As a "sweet and adorable baby," Little Boo proves an ideal bestie to the older sib, as captured in simply drawn comics depicting the young ghoul being pulled in a spider-like wagon. But the duo’s relationship sours when Little Boo learns to crawl, float, and generally "do the most annoying things ever," including jumping out of a cereal box to say "boo!" Envisioning that a more harmonious alliance would be possible with a vampire, witch, or other being, the beanie-wearing, bespectacled older apparition works out a trade with a similarly beleaguered werewolf pal. Comedically, the swap turns to trouble after replacement Little Howl goes wild in search of a snack, filling multiple panels with hilarious attempts at nomming everything in sight-and leading to the subject’s sweetly renewed appreciation for Little Boo. Ages 4-8. (July) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

9780823457793 Lone Wolf on Vacation Kiah Thomas ES
Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2025)
Lone Wolf (Lone Wolf: Gets a Pet and Lone Wolf: Goes to School, both rev. 3/25) is back with two new misadventures. In the first, Wolf, whose energy is Oscar the Grouch meets Wile E. Coyote, wants to return a library book without running into the noisy kids at storytime. In the second, he goes on vacation hoping to evade social interaction. As in past installments, Wolf manifests everything he hopes to avoid, and his limited vocabulary ("Grrrr") leaves him helpless to communicate effectively. Fans of the first two series outings will appreciate the appearance of recurring characters such as the eager girl and the jolly hiker toting his goldfish in a plastic bag, but each book's dry, off-kilter situational humor stands on its own merits. Steele's watercolor and pencil illustrations have a classic cartoon appeal. Spreads establish setting, while close-ups and spot illustrations focus on character and action. A sequence of illustrations in which Wolf tries to avoid a "snotty little boy" whose mucus subsequently befouls the library's book return chute is LOL funny, as is the look of horror on Wolf's face when the driver of a nearly empty bus proposes a singalong. These transitional readers will appeal to kids who like their humor with a heavy dose of irony. Adrienne L. Pettinelli July/August 2025 p.105

Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025)
The latest in this early reader series finds the lupine misanthrope planning a trip. Wolf boards a bus in the middle of the night so as not to encounter anyone. Unfortunately, the bus driver proposes a singalong, and a young boy in the back eagerly chimes in. Once at the hotel, Wolf ignores the irritatingly cheery receptionist and endures an agonizingly long elevator ride with a chipper girl before finding his room—and discovering that someone’s already in his bed! What to do? Wolf decides to nap by the pool until a bossy youngster disturbs his repose, urging him to take a swim. Wolf’s exhausted. Maybe a hike through the mountains will revive him. Uh-oh. Wolf spots the jolly hiker, an acquaintance who somehow always seems to cross paths with him. Figuring out a way to distract the hiker, Wolf sneaks past him…and just keeps going, rolling suitcase in tow. He avoids the bus filled with singing passengers and walks all the way home, where a truly glorious staycation is about to unfold. The ever-apprehensive Wolf sports red-accented tennis shoes and his usual vexed expression; his protruding eyeballs register his stress. The color-washed settings are sometimes night-dim but sometimes sunny. Just as Wolf—mostly—maintains his sangfroid, the wryly funny text never loses its understated calm, with its quick, brief sentences describing our hero’s travails as he skirts disaster. Human characters are diverse. Readers riding waves of amusement will howl for more. (Early reader. 6-9)

9780593303986 Long Road to the Circus Betsy Bird ES
Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2021)
A farm girl learns to ride an ostrich. The year is 1920, and the place is Burr Oak, Michigan. Twelve-year-old Suzy Bowles has grown a bit tired of her small-town life, working her father’s farm with her siblings. She feels an itch to explore the world, but no one in her family encourages her to give that itch a scratch. When Fred, Suzy’s ne’er-do-well uncle, moves back to the farm only to skip out on his chores every morning, Suzy decides to follow him to figure out what he’s doing with his time. This leads her to legendary former circus queen Madame Marantette and her amazing ostriches. It doesn’t take long for Suzy to become wrapped up in the world of traveling entertainers; a spark is lit within her to grab on tight to this ticket out of Burr Oak. Readers will find Suzy an engaging protagonist, feeling simultaneously thoroughly contemporary and classic in a story whose narrative arc is well-crafted. Suzy’s itch to leave the farm is balanced by an earnest appreciation for those who are contented to stay behind—the author makes it clear that what’s good for them isn’t exactly good for Suzy, and there’s no fault or shame on anyone’s plate. Small’s energetic illustrations are expressive and humorous, vividly evoking the time and setting. Main characters default to White. (Note: Bird is a freelance contributor to Kirkus.) A wonderful character piece. (historical notes) (Historical fiction. 9-13)

Booklist (September 15, 2021 (Vol. 118, No. 2))
Grades 4-7. The close-knit Burr Oak community is difficult to escape; almost no one leaves the rural Michigan neighborhood, and those who do leave eventually return, like Suzy’s wayward uncle Fred. Twelve-year-old Suzy loves her deeply rooted family and friends, but she secretly dreams of setting off to see the world. After noticing her uncle’s frequent absences from their farm and tailing him at sunrise, Suzy is astonished to discover that he’s been working for a local circus legend, the extraordinary Madame Marantette—and with her flock of ostriches! Suzy begs to be included, and as her relationship with Madame Marantette deepens, Suzy wonders if her new human (and feathered) friends may be a ticket to a different kind of life. The sunny story seems delightfully far-fetched, but Madame Marantette was a real person (ostrich photos are included), and Bud, her horse trainer, is a fascinating amalgamation of her actual trainer and a successful Black jockey. This unconventional tale is a hoot and an encouraging call to live an adventurous life on one’s own terms.

978-1-949480-54-2 Lost in a Book Chris Britt ES
Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025)
Two best friends take a stroll through a book and discover a peculiar gulf between the pages. Although warning signs in all caps let Oliver and Chad know that peril lies ahead, they can’t resist finding out what’s on the other side. A giant leap over the mysterious gutter sinks Chad in the middle and strands Oliver on the other side. This ignites a parade of silliness that ensnares many people and things in the book’s interior, including house painters, bicyclists, emergency vehicles, and even an entire zoo full of escaped animals. With help from a clever librarian, they get their minds, and bodies, out of the gutter and back into the book. In the interactive tradition of Jon Stone’s The Monster at the End of This Book (1971) and Hervé Tullet’s Press Here (2011), this tale empowers kids to take charge of the characters’ fates. Britt’s energetic and entertaining writing should pull in even the most reluctant of readers. Big, bold cartoon illustrations infused with silly signs and onomatopoeia feature a diverse cast; Oliver is brown-skinned, while Chad is pale-skinned. It’s a hysterical story with an uplifting message about the power of literature that begs to be read again and again. Warning: a funny and delightful book to get lost in. (Picture book. 4-8)

Booklist (May 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 17))
Preschool-Grade 3. Two adventurous boys, Oliver and Chad, are walking across the inexplicably enormous pages of a book one day when they notice warning signs saying, “Do Not Enter,” “Stay Away,” and “Don’t Do It!” The curving page that they stand upon leads into the book’s deep, dangerous gutter. They take a running jump, leaping for the safety of the page on the other side. Oliver makes it, while Chad disappears into the gutter, where a hungry lion lurks. Bicyclists, firemen, and a librarian offer to help, but like Chad, they fall into the gutter. Only certain people can rescue these amiable victims. Turning to the book’s readers, the desperate characters plead for help, and soon they’re calling their rescuers heroes. Britt, an award-winning editorial cartoonist whose career as a writer-illustrator began with The Most Perfect Snowman (2016), offers a more unconventional experience here. Knocking down the fourth wall, he involves his audience in rescuing those who fell into the gutter. Meanwhile, Britt’s lively pictures draw viewers into the many amusing scenes in this droll, adventure-filled picture book.

978-0-06-331134-3 Lucky Duck Chris Kurtz ES Booklist: Grades 3-6. Frank the duckling treasures his family and their cozy home on a small pond. He looks a bit different from his significantly smaller siblings and secretly prefers nibbling grass to snacking on disgusting bugs, but nonetheless, life is good. When the snug setting is threatened by a fiendish fox, some teenage ducks convince Frank that he alone can protect the pond’s population by heading out on a quest for unusual amulets that will imbue him with the ability to defend his flock and family. Frank has to break the rules, partner with forbidden fauna, and stretch himself to his limits to save the day. This darling novel nods to "The Ugly Duckling" but delves much deeper in its message of self-acceptance and celebration. Replete with memorable characters and gentle humor, the story spotlights Frank’s deeply kind heart as an enormous asset and gives him room to grow on his own terms. A wonderful woodsy adventure about the thrill of finding one’s true self—and true friendship—in unexpected places.
978-1-419-74992-6 Lucy! How Lucille Ball Did it All Amy Gugliemo ES Texas Topaz List Kirkus: A tribute to a groundbreaking comic actor with a lifelong gift for provoking laughter."I just have an obsession to make people laugh," Lucille Ball is quoted as saying, and the authors focus on her talent for comedy. They trace the extroverted actor's career, from early childhood to I Love Lucy-which debuted on TV in 1951 and is still bringing on the chortles in reruns all these years later. They pass up analyzing her comic style but do cover early trials, training, and breaks to demonstrate her determination to succeed. They also point in the main section to her breakthrough achievement as the first woman to produce a TV series; in the afterword, they discuss how her show was the first to feature both a pregnant star and, in fictional and real-life husband Desi Arnaz, a Latine one. She also went on in later years to run Desilu Productions, the studio that made Star Trek and other famous series. Barrager's neutral-toned, 1950s-style illustrations culminate in montages of riotous highlights from the show and racially diverse modern families laughing together at Ball's antics; Ball herself stands out in earlier scenes thanks to her blue dress, then later her trademark bright red hair (which was dyed).Less about the person than the icon, but warm and shiny for all that. (bibliography) (Picture-book biography. 7-9)Reading Level: 2.0; Interest Level: K-3
978-1-6690-9349-7 Machu Picchu, Lost City of the Incas Scott Sonneborn ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Ages 9-11
978-1-339-02246-8 Magic of the Wizard Dragon West, Tracey ES next in series series
978-1-250-77716-4 Marcel's Masterpiece: How a Toilet Shaped the History of Art Jeff Mack ES Texas Topaz List Publisher's Weekly: This picture book biography of French artist Marcel Duchamp (1887–1968) begins with his conceptualizing 1917’s Fountain, an upside down urinal displayed in a “fancy art show” in New York. Shown in Mack’s art as a wiry, straw-boater-sporting imp, Duchamp delights in the outrage and controversy that ensues, declaring, “Well, it did get people to think about art, didn’t it?” The book’s second half looks more broadly at Duchamp and his influence, including his Readymades; his alter ego, Rrose Sélavy; and the Dada movement with which he is associated, inviting readers to regard art in terms of “what ideas help us think about our world in new and interesting ways.” Mixed-media cartooned vignettes, punctuated with collaged elements, including the laugh-out-loud text itself (about visiting Fountain, figures mention needing “to go”), strike just the right balance of headiness and breezy mischievousness for a young audience—innate connoisseurs of épater le bourgeoisie. Ages 4–8. (Aug.)
978-1-62354-445-4 Mariachis de Adela (Adela's Mariachi Band) Denise Vega ES Booklist: Preschool-Grade 1. All Adela wants is to be part of the team, and rightfully so! She comes from a family of talented mariachi musicians and dancers, but she can’t find where she fits best. She gives the trumpet a try, but the best sound she musters is “pffs.” She tries the vihuela (a guitar-like instrument), but she only manages a scratchy sound that goes “iriiik.” She tries doing a Mexican folk dance, but “splat!”—she lands on her face. Sweet Adela feels defeated until she gives one last thing a try: as the band approaches the end of their performance, she walks to the front of the stage and lets out a perfect grito, a distinctive, joyous Mexican yell. Lively Spanish text is joined with playful, expressive onomatopoeia, which is cleverly incorporated into the boldly colored, expressive artwork that evokes a warm, celebratory feel. This inviting story showcasing mariachi music and Mexican culture and emphasizing the triumph of finding one’s own talent is simultaneously available in English as Adela’s Mariachi Band.Horn Book: Adela loves mariachi music and her family's mariachi band. Her relatives all participate, either playing an instrument or dancing -- but not Adela. Her attempts to dance and to play la trompeta and la vihuela are frustrating, and she's too impatient to spend time learning. Vega takes readers through Adela's struggle, as she eventually finds her place in the band. Medina's illustrations teem with movement and color. The vibrant double-page spreads showcasing the various instruments are full of joy. Medina also leans into Adela's frustration and disappointment, and we feel her full emotive range. This book celebrates family, music, and finding one's place in a seemingly full space. An author's note provides information about mariachi history as well as some details about mariachi players in Vega's own family. Concurrently published in Spanish as Los mariachis de Adela. Yesica Hurd September/October 2024 p.64
978-0-316-50003-6 Marvelous Now DiTerlizzi, Angela ES What do you do when "your brain is buzzy, and it’s way too busy"? Call upon the "Marvelous Now," a small blue creature who is the personification of mindfulness and peace. "Now" helps you calm down by reminding you to count backward, go for a walk, draw, etc. The reassuring rhymes gives readers effective strategies for "keeping your cool!"; the digital art contrasts gray clouds of stress with soothing, colorful flower trails.An ode to destressing—and living in the moment. Everyone gets exhausted and anxious—it’s inevitable. We all have lots going on and loads to do; sometimes we feel rushed or overwhelmed. But don’t fret, this calming book, expressed in jaunty verses, assures readers. We can soothe frazzled nerves by focusing on the present. How? By admitting the Marvelous Now into our lives. As a light-skinned, dark-haired child looks on, a wide-eyed, smiley blue sprite with twirly, ribbonlike appendages and plum-colored spots on its face and head appears. Under its tutelage, the once-harried kiddo begins unwinding, for “Now knows exactly what it will take / to give your brain and your body a break.” DiTerlizzi lists some suggestions to help wind down, which every child (and even adult) should heed: finding one’s “happy place,” taking a walk, being aware of the sights, sounds, and smells all around, making art, counting backward, and more. Some ideas are a little easier than others to put into practice; readers will need guidance before trying out yoga or tai chi, for instance. Still, kids will be reassured to know that they can employ simple, practical tools whenever they need to feel less worried. Alvarez Gómez’s cheerful, colorful digital illustrations burst with energy, setting an appropriately empowering tone. Background characters are diverse. Now’s the time to pick up this primer on mindfulness. (Picture book. 5-8)
978-0-593-69877-8 Masters of Disguise McMann, Lisa ES next in series Release date: 01/13/2026 From Publisher: Grade 3-8
979-8-7656-2633-7 Meet a Snowy Owl Katie Peters ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-1
978-1-665-96259-9 Mermaids Are the Worst! Willan, Alex ES next in series series
978-1-546-14753-4 Messi's Magic: How Lionel Messi Became the GOAT Caroline Perry ES Booklist: Filled with action-packed pictures and never-before-seen detail, it spotlights Lionel "Leo" Messi�s early years and shows how, even when facing loss, loneliness, and setbacks, he never gave up on his goal. Leo�s resilience and big-heartedness on the journey to become the G.O.A.T. are as inspiring as his dazzling style of play. This humble hero has ignited passion in millions and sparked the movement: Messi Mania!Reading Level: 2.0; Interest Level: K-3
978-1-546-14183-9 Midnight Heist Stilton, Geronimo ES 11/4/25 Next in Series Publisher: Scholastic Paperbacks   Ages: 7-10
978-0-593-70604-6 Midnight on the Moon Osborne, Mary Pope and Laird, JennyES next in series From the publisher: Grades 1-4; Ages 6-9
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978-1-339-00280-4 Mirror Mirror : Whatever After, Book 17 Mlynowski, Sarah ES next in series
School Library Journal (October 1, 2025)
Gr 3-5-Whatever After has been in publication for over a decade, chronicling the light-hearted adventures of 10-year-old Abby and her little brother Jonah as they visit classic fairy tales through a magic mirror in their basement. This installment finds the kids-for the first time-revisiting a fairy tale realm and the characters they've helped in the past. After Abby and Jonah's parents reveal that they may once again be moving, the kids are faced with the prospect of losing access to their magic mirror forever. A return-trip to Snow White's castle just in time for her wedding to Prince Trevor may help them find a way to access the fairy realm while also freeing a cursed fairy. Though early fans of the series may have aged out of its interest range, older readers may want to return to this volume that features not only a return to Snow White but also visits from characters spanning every quest that Abby and Jonah have completed so far. Fast-paced fairy-tale dilemmas solved through a modern lens are sure to enchant, and silly situations amuse, but it's Abby and Jonah's strong sibling bond at the heart of these books. Abby and Jonah are Jewish. VERDICT A wonderful addition to a charming series that's still going strong. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-0-7595-5643-0 Mirror Town: Tales Passing Strange Nayeri, Daniel ES
Booklist (June 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 19))
Grades 3-6. In the setup for this “tale passing strange” (the series’ tagline), the reader plays a customer wandering into the Bizarre Bazaar, an antique shop crowded with objects from “every story.” As two bickering, seemingly human employees greet you—looking offpage, directly at the reader (“Yes. I can see you. Hi.”)—they lead you to a large mirror, an item that kicks off this installment’s featured story. In small-town Texas, young Abel has confidence issues, an unrequited crush, a long-gone father, and a mom overburdened with work shifts. After a peculiar old neighbor gifts him a large mirror, he stumbles into it—and through it, to a mirror dimension of his regular world. In this version of the world, Abel has everything he ever wanted, but when the dream turns into a nightmare, he must find a way out. It’s a successfully creepy tale that steadily builds tension till the end, though the proceedings are lightened by Enright’s brightly filled, approachably rounded artwork. A promising start to a Twilight Zone–like new series for the early-middle-grade lot.

School Library Journal (May 1, 2025)
Gr 3-6-Not much is going right in Abel Azari's life-his mom is busy working two jobs to keep them afloat, his impending summer plans are underwhelming, and he is firmly in the friendzone with his crush Ginny. Things begin looking up for Abel when he happens upon a brand-new, super mysterious shop of curiosities. The suspiciously helpful shopkeeper shows him the perfect gift to woo Ginny, but in order to secure the trinket, Abel needs an item to trade. With limited resources, he agrees to a shady deal with neighbor Mrs. Branley for a full summer's worth of yardwork in exchange for a dusty antique mirror from her garage. But on his way home, he falls through the mirror and into the parallel universe version of his life, in which all of his previous problems disappear. If Abel doesn't clue into what is going on fast, he may be stuck there forever. Printz Award-winning Nayeri (Everything Sad Is Untrue) freshens up the trope of middle school angst with fully realized characters and a disarmingly creepy narrative. Enright's cartoonish and vibrant panels lull readers into believing all is well, despite Abel's perilous situation in both the ordinary and extraordinary worlds. VERDICT A cool, well-conceived graphic novel that captures the essential appeal of vintage anthology sci-fi shows like The Twilight Zone. A recommended purchase for middle grade graphic novel collections.-Sarah Simpson © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-0-8000-7931-4 Moby Duck Sara Goetter ES Perma-Bound next in series
Dewey: 741.5; Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6
From the publisher: Ages 8-12

978-1-534-11150-9 Mushroom Rain Laura Zimmerman ES Texas Topaz List ALA Booklist: Readers peer at ground level in this gorgeously rendered nonfiction picture book. As spare, lyrical text describes mushroom characteristics, how they are enjoyed and harvested by animals and humans, and how their tiny hairlike tubes stretch for miles under the earth, striking illustrations of mushrooms with delicate umbrella tops, red octopus arms, cupped nests with eggs, and other fanciful shapes, colors, and even smells (bubble gum! rotten cabbage!) rise up d also spread out. But that's not the end of the mushrooms' story and impact on the environment. While some of their spores land in a forest, others catch a ride in the wind and become the nucleus of a water droplet and eventually, create rain. This "mushroom rain" then helps new blooms spring up. Extensive back matter fills in with additional facts. Chunked sections with accompanying illustrations for reference relate how a mushroom is a fungus, mushroom parts, where they live, who likes to eat them, and more information about how mushroom spores act as cloud seeds. Hands-on activities conclude this delightful selection.Kirkus: Explore the fascinating world of a fairy-taleâ��esque fungus.In her debut picture book, Zimmermann, author of numerous short nonfiction articles for children's magazines, invites her audience to look closely at mushrooms. In lyrical, attention-grabbing language, she describes mushrooms' bizarre shapes and colors and remarkable smells-there are even mushrooms that smell like bubble gum! She goes on to mention foragers, both animal and human, and then turns to mushroom reproduction and the secret underground lives of these fungal blooms. Star-dusted double-page illustrations convey Green's enthusiasm for the subject. Backgrounds of black night skies and deep-brown ground layers on several spreads underscore the mystery of mushroom existence. Green portrays other plant life as well, along with fauna, from a forest-floor perspective, and then follows mushroom spores into the clouds, where they help create rain. In the backmatter we learn that in Russia, a gentle rain that falls while the sun is shining is called a "mushroom rain," hence the title of the book, and that the "largest known living organism on Earth" is a mushroom-producing fungus growing in a forest in eastern Oregon. With spare text and engaging pictures, this relatively simple nonfiction book would make an effective storytime presentation. The backmatter, printed in a scriptlike text, is clearly geared toward adults. (This book was reviewed digitally.)An intriguing look at an unusual subject. (Nonfiction picture book. 3-7)

9780063116016 My Life Begins! Patricia MacLachlan ES
Booklist (August 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 22))
Grades 3-5. An unmoored nine-year-old discovers his true self in the context of his new triplet sisters in the charming final early chapter book from beloved MacLachlan. An extended school research project Jacob bases on his newborn siblings—“the Trips”—inspires careful observations of their developmental milestones and personalities, which he records in notebook-style entries. Although he’d originally wished for puppies, the sisters bring him a sense of purpose and a happiness that makes Jacob feel as if his “life is truly beginning.” Spot art and full-page illustrations by Miyares (Float, 2015) are inky and deeply shadowed but marked by warm affection. Precocious language and fairly sophisticated turns of phrase should make this nostalgic selection well suited for advanced readers or for reading aloud. Sticklers may note the novel requires a flexible suspension of disbelief around timing, particularly in regards to Jacob’s school day and the triplets’ developmental milestones. Potentially instructive for older siblings, this poignant posthumous publication by Newbery winner MacLachlan (Sarah, Plain and Tall) will surely find an eager audience.

Publishers Weekly (June 20, 2022)
An only child until the age of nine, Jacob Black views his solitary baby picture on the living room wall as "lonely" and wishes for a litter of puppies, like his friend Bella has. Instead, he gets a "litter of Trips," as he affectionately calls his new baby sisters, triplets Charlotte, Katherine, and Elizabeth. Late Newbery Medalist MacLachlan’s slender, resonant novel traces Jacob’s adjustment to life as an older brother in his own calm and reasonable, often questioning, voice as well as in his documentation of the Trips’ growth (unnaturally swift-they crawl and drink juice out of sippy cups within months) for a school research project. MacLachlan’s understated language is effective and evocative, the characters consistently thoughtful and kind. The conflict-free story takes measured steps through Jacob’s small inner discoveries, his formation of a new identity as older sibling, and his growing relationships with each of his sisters. Miyares’s (Big and Small and In-Between) inky, sketchlike b&w art enhances the book’s tender tone. Characters present as racially ambiguous. Ages 8-12. Author’s agent: Rubin Pfeffer, Rubin Pfeffer Content. (Aug.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

978-1-339-02243-7 
9781546110491 Night of the Dream Dragon West, Tracey ES Series 

School Library Journal (May 1, 2025)
Gr 1-4-The popular "Dragon Masters" series returns with Drake and his dragon, Worm. A brief recap sets the stage before Drake teams up with Kishar and her dragon to stop an evil wizard threatening the Dream World. Action-packed and fast-paced, the story is supported by grayscale illustrations that enhance the adventure. With short chapters, simple vocabulary, and large illustrations breaking up the text, this remains an approachable and exciting choice for new chapter book readers who are interested in dipping their toes in fantasy. VERDICT A strong addition to the series and a must-buy where "Dragon Masters" is popular. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-547-61715-9 Nightmares of Finnegan Quick Hayes, Larry ES Nightmares that carry over into the waking world leave a middle schooler terrified to fall asleep in this bone-chilling series opener. Like Finnegan, the fearful first-person narrator, readers may also be reluctant to doze off after learning that his dog and his parents have vanished without a trace, he sees a soul-sucking goblin sitting on his grandma’s chest at night, and even during the day, he’s catching recurrent glimpses of a spectral figure with blood-red nails and blood-soaked bandages over her eyes. When acerbic, secretive schoolmate Cass says she knows a way to help him find his parents, Finn jumps at the chance—only to discover not only that she has a secret agenda, but that not all the terrors in the dream world are of his own creation. Adding the odd face-eating bug and gruesomely exploding monster as he goes, Hayes ushers his young dreamer to a properly nightmarish climax in (where better) an old mansion popularly known as Freak House and its adjacent graveyard. And if Finn comes away with a better grip on his special abilities, plenty of frights and foes remain for him to face in future episodes. The book’s fast pace and accessible, conversational language will make it appealing to reluctant readers. The minimally described characters largely present white. Definitely not bedtime reading for anyone hoping for peaceful slumbers. (Horror. 10-13)In this spine-tingling series opener, nightmares spill into reality, leaving a middle schooler terrified to close his eyes. Narrated in the first person by Finn, a fearful and cautious protagonist, readers may find themselves hesitant to sleep as they follow his story: his dog and parents have disappeared without a trace, a soul-sucking goblin perches on his grandmother’s chest at night, and even by day, he glimpses a spectral figure with blood-red nails and eyes wrapped in blood-soaked bandages. When the sharp-tongued, secretive classmate Cass claims she knows how to help him locate his parents, Finn seizes the opportunity—only to uncover her hidden agenda and realize that not all the horrors he encounters are born from his own dreams. As he navigates this eerie journey, complete with a face-eating insect and a gruesomely exploding monster, Hayes leads Finn to a chilling climax in the infamous Freak House and its adjoining graveyard. While Finn gains a better understanding of his unique abilities, the story hints at many more frights and adversaries awaiting him in future installments. With a brisk pace, conversational language, and a narrative that will hook even reluctant readers, this is a gripping, fast-moving horror tale. Characters are minimally described and predominantly white. Not for anyone seeking a peaceful night’s sleep. (Horror. Ages 10–13)

978-1-62354-482-9 No Es un Frijol (Not a Bean) Claudia Guadalupe MartinezES Tejas Star
School Library Journal (June 1, 2024)
PreS-Gr 1-Part story, part poem, part non-fiction book, this Spanish translation of Not a Bean is a winning combo. Told with lyricism, Martínez's text explains the life cycle of the Cydia saltitans, a moth that lays its eggs inside of a seed pod. Once it's dry, the seeds fall on the ground with a growing larva inside. As the little critter shifts inside the pod, it moves, so it's best known as a "Mexican jumping bean," though it's clear from the title that the pod is not, in fact, a bean. With a desert setting rendered at various times of day, in blues and tans, and with an increasing number of local fauna, this beautifully illustrated book is a crowd pleaser. It's a great choice for those learning the language or who are already fluent. An author's note offers more facts about this fascinating bug. VERDICT A gorgeous nonfiction title recommended for all Spanish-language picture book collections.-Carol Youssif © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Booklist (March 1, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 13))
Grades 1-3. This story follows the metamorphosis of a desert caterpillar within its seedpod home. It eats the inside and drinks the moisture produced by the plant until the hardened pod drops to the ground. The caterpillar is able to move the pod in a way that makes it seem to be jumping, hence its reputation as a jumping bean. The jumping bean travels through the desert, startling the animals it encounters. First, it meets rattlesnakes, making “¡clic, clac!” noises like the snakes’ tails. Then, it startles some coyotes and ravens with its movements and sounds. Lastly, a group of children gather several of the beans, delighted by their unusual behavior. Eventually, the caterpillar begins to change within its pod and emerges as a full-grown moth. This Spanish translation of Not a Bean (2019) is at a higher level than many picture books, making it a great choice for primary-grade readers. The text is well supported by González’s illustrations, which detail the process of the caterpillar’s transformation well, and an informative author’s note.

979-88-8160-241-3
978-0-8000-9821-6 No Harm Done! Peirce, Lincoln ES next in series From the publisher: Grades 2-6; Ages 8-12
978-0-06-328340-4 
978-0-8000-6656-7 Noodle & Bao Shaina Lu ES Horn Book- Momo has spent her entire life in her beloved Town 99, a fictional setting resembling real-world Chinatowns but where humans and anthropomorphic animals from different cultures coexist. Gentrification threatens the survival of Noodle & Bao, the restaurant run by Momo's best friend's ah-ma (grandmother) -- and it also threatens Momo's own housing situation. Not content to stand by and do nothing, Momo makes plans to organize Town 99's residents against the corporation funding the town's gentrification. Lu's clean and expressive graphic-novel style, with most characters drawn with exaggeratedly round features and figures, radiates gentleness and warmth. The limited two-tone palette of black and red, combined with a mix of flat coloring and screen tones, creates contrasts and highlights as well as visual variety and texture. The use of multiple Chinese languages (Mandarin and Cantonese), usually but not always accompanied by English translations, represents the linguistic diversity of the setting and appeals to audiences with multiple literacies, adding layers of nuance and enjoyment for those in the know. Blending silly moments and fantastical elements with a more serious real-world issue, this book serves as both a loving tribute to Chinatowns and an invitation to young readers to stand up against injustice in their own communities. Back matter gives information on Chinatowns, gentrification, community organizing, and language.Kirkus: Two kids try to save their beloved neighborhood from gentrification"This is a love story between peopleâ�¦and a town." Momo grew up in Town 99. Her favorite place to eat, Noodle & Bao, belongs to Noodle, her best friend Bao's grandmother. When the landlord sold the building, Noodle had to close the restaurant and instead open a food cart. Bao says the business is struggling. Ms. Jujube, the owner of Fancé Café, the restaurant that took their place, is trying to force them out. Momo also notices changes-higher rent, "shiny new stores and big buildings appearing," and neighbors moving away. Then Fancé Café's owner announces that she's opening Fancé Hotel, which she says will transform the "dirty old neighborhood." Momo and Bao try everything they can think of to protect Town 99-it isn't easy, but gathering everyone together is the only way to protect their neighborhood. This fantasy world, which is populated with humans and anthropomorphized animals, is based on the real history of American Chinatowns and the struggles of community organizations against gentrification. Lu uses light humor to tell the story in an accessible way. Informative backmatter offers additional context. Illustrated in black and white accentuated by shades of salmon, the charming, whimsical illustrations highlight the food and various neighborhood details. Noodle is Taiwanese, and her dialogue is written in English and traditional Chinese characters; Momo's family and some other characters use English and romanized Cantonese.An empowering combination of food, humor, and advocacy.(Graphic fiction. 8-12)
978-1-665-94327-7 
978-0-8000-8740-1 Not Nothing Gayle Forman ES Horn Book: Readers learn two things at the beginning of this novel: twelve-year-old Alex did something terrible, and he hates the word opportunity. The word has only come up in the worst moments of Alex's life, most recently when his court-mandated social worker arranges for him to volunteer over the summer at the local retirement home full of old people whom Alex thinks are "gross." At Shady Glen, Alex meets bossy kid volunteer Maya-Jade as well as 107-year-old Holocaust survivor Jozef Kravitz, who serves as the story's narrator, though he has an omniscient perspective. Jozef, who has been silent for five years, begins to share with Alex the story of Olka, the love of his life, and the hardships they endured in Nazi-occupied Poland. As Jozef opens up, so does Alex's world; he befriends other residents and Maya-Jade and learns to look beyond the pain, anger, and self-loathing that have been churning inside him ever since his mother's disappearance and his kinship foster care placement. Forman crafts a unique story, told in the voice of a wiser, older character; everything feels close and personal, from Alex's present to Jozef's past. She captures the quietly powerful moments of feeling seen and known, how friendships can make a bleak life feel fresh with possibilities, and how a person's worst moments need not shape their future.Starred Review for Publishers Weekly-Twelve-year-old, white-cued Alex’s mother has been missing for almost a year. Now sleeping on a lumpy couch in the home of his indifferent aunt and uncle, Alex harbors a simmering anger that soon boils over into an act of violence. A sympathetic social worker provides Alex the opportunity to avoid juvenile detention by spending the summer working at Shady Glen Retirement Home; once there, he immediately picks a fight with another volunteer. But with limited options—and nothing better to do—he returns to Shady Glen and meets 107-year-old Josey Kravitz, a Polish Holocaust survivor who “stopped talking and waited to die” following the death of his lost love. Drawn to Alex, Josey begins telling him the story of his doomed romance with fiercely intelligent Olka, a seamstress at his family’s clothing store who teaches young Josey how to sew, a skill that would save his life. Written in second person from Josey’s perspective, this tale of intergenerational friendship forged through a shared understanding of loss by Forman (Frankie and Bug) is told with spellbinding grace and wrought with exquisite structuring that quietly highlights the heartrending parallels between Josey’s WWII remembrances and Alex’s current struggles. Ages 10–up. Agent: Suzie Townsend, New Leaf Literary. (Aug.)
978-0-8234-5409-9 Nothing: John Cage and 4'33" Nicholas Day ES Texas Topaz List Kirkus: An introduction to Cage's (in)famous concert work that asks the musical question: What is to be heard when no lyrics, no score, and no instruments are played?Describing, and then in a far wordier postscript explaining, what the piece known only by its length is all about, Day recounts its 1952 premier, during which pianist David Tudor sat on stage for the indicated time doing-as Raschka repeatedly inscribes with page-filling glee in his luminous, exuberantly brushed images of the scene-"nothing." Audience reactions were understandably mixed: "We have been tricked, they say. They do not use their inside voices." But it wasn't a trick; Cage, gifted since birth with (as the author puts it) "massive ears," wanted audiences to realize that "there is always something to hear inside the silence." He goes on to explain that each time the piece is performed, "the audience hears something different. They hear whatever there is to be heard in that moment." Younger readers should have no trouble buying in to the notion, and for older foot draggers, the ensuing smaller-type essay eloquently builds a case for Cage's sincerity with further details about his boundary-pushing works and his involvement with Zen. The backmatter also includes photos of the composer, a copy of the "score," and a bibliography of titles aimed mostly at adults.Goofy yet profound. (Informational picture book. 6-9)SLJ: Gr 1–5— Readers watch an amazing pianist named David Tudor walk into a barn—a very charming, Picasso-like barn in Raschka's elegantly raucous illustrations—and explore what it means to do nothing for four minutes and 33 seconds with an inaugural performance of 4'33" by John Cage. It was extremely controversial in 1952 because he never even touched the piano, but the piece has since gathered supporters and recordings from around the world. "John Cage wanted to write a piece in which people would hear how much something there was in nothing" and how much there is to listen to in silence. Children will be encouraged to discover what music means to different people and to explore the silence. The watercolor illustrations bring this story to life in their whimsicality, but they do not trivialize the event or aftermath. The telling and art are in lockstep in conveying with poetry and simplicity all that Cage put into his compositions. Back matter includes a conversational, pithy biography of Cage, pictures of the sheet music for the song, a description of where to find and create recordings of the song, and a bibliography of resources. There's even an app for creating 4'33" compositions of one's own. VERDICT A beautifully written and illustrated story of a man who wanted people to explore nothingness, which is a necessity in today's busy world. A great read-aloud and a must-purchase for all library collections.— Kirsten Caldwell
978-1-7714-7528-0 Odd Couples: A Guide to Unlikely Animal Pairs Maria Birmingham ES Texas Topaz List Kirkus: A mind-expanding gallery of seemingly different wild creatures that share similar features or behaviors.Smiling animals in Latif's cartoon illustrations pair off on opposite pages to give Birmingham's surprising question-and-answer revelations a cheery air. What might that jolly-looking great white shark and the small, googly-eyed land snail have in common? Both, it turns out, have mouths jam-packed with teeth that are arranged in rows and move forward as the ones in front wear out. How about kangaroos and three-toed sloths? Both are strong swimmers. What about a polar bear (which "weighs more than two refrigerators") and a Ussurian tube-nosed bat (closer in weight to a piece of paper)? "They both dig dens in the snow!" If some of the comparisons seem a bit stretched-giraffes and hummingbirds might both make humming sounds, but in different ways and for different reasons-the premise still invites young readers to think a bit outside the box when making comparisons. The ninth and final pairing juxtaposes the koala, which mainly eats eucalyptus leaves, with a quartet of omnivorous, racially diverse children, including a hijabi, a child who uses a wheelchair, and another who uses a cane. Their common trait? Fingerprints!Will definitely leave an impression on budding naturalists.Reading Level: 1.0; Interest Level: K-3
978-0-06-313639-7 Officer Clawsome- Crime Across Time Brian Smith ES next in series Kirkus: The ocean's top cops dive into the timestream in pursuit of fishy archfiend Brain Sturgeon.Something's definitely fishy in underwater Caper Cove, with finny scientists and piles of gold all vanishing. Fortunately, lobster lawman Clawsome and his doughty if diminutive starfish partner, Stariana, are on the case. In a caper that takes them from prehistoric times to the Old West and even into "outer space" (i.e., above the ocean's surface), they battle cavegoons and robots, both giant and regular size, to save their undersea town and the future itself from a sneering mastermind with a time machine. Fueled by kelpcakes (like doughnuts, but green) and exchanging eye-rolling banter as they go ("Wanna do some bowling?" "As long as you don't spare any of these goons." "Let's see if I can strike up a conversation!"), the dynamic duo suffers reverses. But as depicted in fast-flowing panels flooded with loud, punchy action and massive explosions, they ultimately deliver just deserts once again. Even (literally) crabby Captain Badmood has to offer reluctant congrats. Young fans of Dav Pilkey's work will appreciate the action-packed storyline, humor, and bright illustrations.The crustacean crimefighter and his sidekick really earn their doughnuts in this smash-'em-up slugfest. (Graphic fantasy. 7-9)Reading Level: 4.0; Interest Level: 4-7
978-1-6690-8873-8 Ostrich vs. Velociraptor Charles C. Hofer ES Series: Beastly Battles From the publisher: Ages 9-11

978-0-593-71078-4 Otto and the Story Tree Vivien Mildenberger ES
Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2025)Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2025)
A misanthropic bird finds a way to build community. Curmudgeonly Otto goes about his day with a constant refrain of “Ack! What’s the point?” The storklike bird can’t be bothered to bathe, tidy his house, or even turn on a light. One day, a seed slips out of his hastily prepared dinner and settles on the floor. Instead of cleaning it up, he tells it a story about his life. The next morning, Otto discovers that the seed has become a sprout. Pulling it out of the ground feels like too much work, so he leaves it there. Every night, he gets into the habit of relating wild stories that he claims to have experienced firsthand: a hot air balloon ride through a terrifying storm, a battle with an evil queen. Before long, the tiny seed grows into a tree, which becomes home to a variety of animals all eager to listen to Otto’s magical tales. Smudgy mixed-media illustrations set an appropriately bleak tone initially, dominated by beiges and grays. Visible brush and pencil strokes nevertheless imbue Otto’s world with an intimacy that’s heightened as he’s joined by other animals and as Mildenberger introduces bright colors; this is a visually inspired celebration of how storytelling can expand our world. The book’s ending offers a clever callback to the book’s refrain. A testament to the powerful draw of stories. (Picture book. 4-8)

Booklist (April 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 15))
Preschool-Grade 2. Mildenberger introduces readers to a curmudgeonly, stork-like bird with a bright future ahead. Otto lives alone and doesn’t bother with niceties such as showering or cleaning his home and keeps his windows shut up tight. Whenever he considers changing his ways, he says to himself, “Ack! What’s the point?!” Then, one evening, a small seed falls from his dinner onto the floor. Since he can’t be bothered to pick it up, he leaves it where it falls and goes on to tell it adventures he has had during his long life. The seed soon sprouts, and Otto continues with his tales night after night until the plant grows so tall that it bursts through his roof. The literal breakthrough brings Otto fresh air, sunshine, and friends in the tree branches who are excited to hear his stories. The touching tale, illustrated by the author, offers intriguing mixed-media images—mainly in blues, browns, and grays—that readers will want to study. A gentle story about surprising new friendships

1-546-13814-5
978-1-546-13814-3 Outside Holm, Jennifer L. ES release date:October 7 Booklist (July 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 21))Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2025)
978-1-6690-9381-7 Paris Catacombs, Empire of the Dead Scott Sonneborn ES Grades 4-7. Life at the Refuge is strict, but that’s exactly what keeps everyone alive. Since the Great Poisoning, exposed humans turned vicious and must be kept outside the compound walls at all costs. As a result, Razzi and the other children aren’t allowed outdoors, but they make the most of the small, safe world their parents have made them. A pervasive sense of unease filters through the narrative as the kids move through their days and details are dropped that something is amiss with this whole setup. Razzi is known for being the responsible one, but after receiving a heart transplant, she begins pushing back on the rules and yearning to venture beyond the Refuge. Seen through Razzi’s eyes, Holm’s near-future world feels threatening and plausible, and when Razzi finally steps outside the Refuge’s confines, her discoveries are viscerally shocking. The story’s one questionable element is the supernatural connection Razzi feels with her heart donor—a greyhound named Wind. Whether or not readers buy into this part of the tale, they will find Razzi’s journey thrilling and find comfort in its hopeful conclusion.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Holm is a best-seller with more than one Newbery Honor under her belt for a reason. She brings the goods, and readers know it.A spirited 12-year-old contends with her cloistered life after an apocalypse. Over 10 years ago, the Great Poisoning killed most humans. Razzi lives in an old mansion named the Refuge with her parents, 7-year-old brother, Bing, and a handful of other adults and children. The kids are rarely allowed Outside, especially not since 12-year-old Ollie, a curious risk-taker, had a terrible accident and died while trying to explore. Razzi injures her knee during a game of Chase, which leads to a checkup and a serious diagnosis—she learns that she must have a heart transplant. Luckily, Refuge resident Saul is a Surgeon, and he successfully implants a greyhound’s heart into Razzi. After the surgery, Razzi feels different: Her senses of hearing and smell are keener, and foods she used to love, like chocolate, now sicken her. When Razzi makes the momentous decision to run away, she learns that the world outside the Refuge is bigger than she could ever have imagined. Holm’s adventure is riveting and appealing, featuring a relatable cast of characters and unfolding against a post-apocalyptic backdrop with zombie story vibes. Holm’s mastery of pacing and her explorations of intergenerational trauma and forgiveness resonate, ensuring that they’ll stay with readers long after the final pages. Razzi presents white, and names cue ethnic diversity in the supporting cast. An ambitious and thrilling examination of survival, trauma, and connection. (author’s note) (Speculative thriller. 9-12)
978-1-419-78269-5 
978-0-8000-8903-0 
979-83-687-8108-2 Partypooper (Diary of Wimpy Kid) Kinney, Jeff ES next in series Publisher: Amulet Books    Ages: 8-12
978-1-5364-8991-0 Pelea Final de Reptiles (Ultimate Reptile Rumble) Jerry Pallotta ES Who would win series From the publisher: Grades 1-4
979-83-687-8698-9  
978-1-54613-153-3 Pepper ( The Puppy Place) Ellen Miles ES adding to series ( release 10/2/25)Dewey: -Fic-; Audience: Upper Elementary

978-0-06-311149-3 Pete the Cat Rocks On!: Includes over 30 Stickers! Dean, Kimberly and Dean, JamesES Next in Series 
School Library Journal (May 1, 2025)
PreS-Gr 2-Most readers know Pete the Cat's laid-back vibe from his numerous books and television series. This installment is classic Pete, a groovy blend of music and helping others. The illustrations are a delicious throwback, hippie-tinged bonanzas of line and color, a visual feast that wouldn't be out of place splashed along the side of a VW bus. But this book, like the others, also has plenty of heart. Pete's sunny optimism and his calm demeanor is always a delight, and this deadpan cat is bringing all his friends and heroes together as he sets off on a musical journey to prep his favorite band for showtime. Will they make it to the stage? Of course, thanks to that cool, clear-headed Pete. VERDICT A celebration of community and service from everyone's favorite blue kitty. Comes with stickers. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permittedHarperCollins: Ages 4-8

978-0-06-335045-8 Pete the Cat's Cool New Ride Dean, James and Dean, KimberlyES Series 
School Library Journal (October 1, 2025)
PreS-Gr 3-Pete gets himself a slick blue car with orange pinstripes and hotrod flame decals. As he drives throughout town, all his friends need a ride. More friends hop in the car with each turn of the page until there are 10 animals crammed inside. Pete realizes his car may be cool, but it's not big enough. He trades it in for a big yellow bus that looks like it's on the way to Woodstock 1969. Text is simple and concise. Pete's hippie slang and the car's friendly beeps are emphasized with large yellow typeface. Pete counts his friends as they get in the car, and the numbers are clearly defined in red. Endpapers feature a groovy road grid with a variety of cars and trucks on their commutes. Backgrounds mostly use a bright primary color palette. Pete stops at all the stop signs. VERDICT A strong addition to a beloved series. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permittedHarperCollins: Ages 4-8

978-0-7565-8983-7 Pets Are Missing Natasha Deen ES Series SLJ: K-Gr 2-This series follows the adventures of Jade and her pet dinosaur Indigo as she struggles to keep his existence a secret, passing him off as a blue iguana. In these volumes, Jade takes Indigo to pet day at school, finds a costume/disguise for him so they can visit the dog park, battles jealousy when Indigo forms an attachment to her new friend, and searches for him when he goes missing in the neighborhood. These short, simple tales will please young readers who like their problems resolved quickly. A glossary and facts are appended in each book, along with writing and discussion prompts. VERDICT Recommended for most collections where simple beginning readers do well. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
979-8-7656-4777-6 Planting Seeds Katherine Chu ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-1
978-1-0982-9514-1 Platypuses Elsie Olson ES Nonfiction Big Buddy Books: Ages 7-10

978-1-250-90436-2 
978-0-8000-9524-6 Pocket Bear Katherine Applegate ES

Starred review from August 1, 2025
Grades 3-6 *Starred Review* Zephyrina (a cat) considers herself an honorable thief, rescuing cast-off and lost items and bringing them to the humans she has adopted. However, plush toys go straight to her friend Pocket Bear, who evaluates each one before the humans (Elizaveta and her daughter, Dasha) clean them up and add them to the secondhand toy shop they've set up in their home. Zephyrina's latest heist causes a stir when she delivers a very old stuffed bear to diminutive Pocket, who stands "three and a half inches max, nose to toes." Sewn as a mascot bear that a WWI soldier could tuck into his uniform, Pocket recognizes a kindred spirit in this new bear. Elizaveta and Dasha also see something special in him, naming him Berwon and suspecting he might be the very first teddy bear ever created--a discovery that leads to underhanded dealings and Zephyrina's biggest job yet. On its surface, this Toy Story-esque tale is a gentle fantasy-adventure with a dash of mystery, but Applegate adds layers that give the story meaningful depth. The history of teddy bears is deftly stitched into the narrative, and the echoes of war quietly reverberate through the tale in unexpected ways. Soft graphite chapter illustrations reflect the story's sweetness in charming detail, while Zephyrina's narration adds a memorable and comic touch to this salute to friendship and second chances.High-Demand Backstory: Applegate's books are reliably wonderful--see her Newbery Medal and best-seller status--and Pocket Bear's large first-print run reflects the expectation that this will be another popular title.

COPYRIGHT(2025) Booklist, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Starred review from August 1, 2025
Zephyrina the cat, the "Robin Hood of felines," rescues discarded toys so they can have new lives. Zephyrina brings toys back to the apartment she shares with Elizaveta and her daughter, Dasha, refugees from war-torn Ukraine. Dasha reconditions Zephyrina's rescues and sets them outside for three days, just in case they have owners who want to reclaim them. Afterward, they join the other toys in the parlor--the Second Chances Home for the Tossed and Treasured. Dasha and Elizaveta don't know that the toys are sentient. At midnight they abandon their rigid daytime postures to cavort and play, overseen by their leader, Pocket, a tiny mascot bear made to comfort soldiers during World War I. One night, Zephyrina brings back a dirty old bear, and Pocket is astounded. The new arrival, Berwon, might come from a lost shipment of the first-ever stuffed bears, sent from Germany to the U.S. in 1903--and if so, he's worth a fortune. In the ensuing antics, the unpleasant villain Picky Vicky covets Berwon, and a kind museum curator does, too, but for different reasons. Applegate's writing is exquisitely nuanced; she couches profound themes in accessible language that depicts relatable situations. Gentle, generous Elizaveta and Dasha poignantly underscore the human impact of wars. Santoso's enchanting, delicate, black-and-white illustrations bring the timeless feeling of a classic to this hopeful, humanizing story of the distressed looking out for each other. Poignant and heartwarming. (author's note)(Fiction. 8-12)
COPYRIGHT(2025) Kirkus Reviews, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

978-1454960461 Pop goes the Nursery Rhyme Betsy Bird ES
School Library Journal Xpress (February 28, 2025)
PreS-Gr 1-In this spoof on popular nursery rhymes, Bird collects eight classics, including "Jack & Jill," "Patty-cake," and "Mary Had a Little Lamb," but unconventionally ends each with "POP! Goes the weasel." Much to the chagrin of an omnipresent goose, a weasel suddenly interrupts each rhyme, wreaking havoc on all concerned. Tsurumi illustrates each verse in a unique and often contemporary setting with different animals appearing as the main characters. For example, Mary, a sheep, is followed by her little lamb on a tandem bicycle and roller blades, while Little Miss Muffet is a buff mouse on a yoga ball tuffet in a gym. After each "popped!" rhyme, the increasingly exasperated goose responds with consternation via speech bubble, apparently to the weasel, but the two never interact. Tsurumi's vibrant, cartoon-style illustrations are a perfect match for this zany offering. An author's note at the end provides a bit of history on nursery rhymes in general, and "Pop! Goes the Weasel" in particular. VERDICT Readers familiar with traditional Mother Goose rhymes and those drawn to the absurd will most appreciate this additional purchase.-Lynn Van Auken © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Publishers Weekly starred (January 13, 2025)
Bird (The Great Santa Stakeout) and Tsurumi (There’s No Such Thing as Vegetables) imagine the giggly-good havoc wrought by ending myriad nursery rhymes with "POP! Goes the Weasel." The story’s canon-tweaking mischief-maker-introduced in the book’s first featured rhyme-is a weasel in pink overalls who leaps into the framing of each classic final line, generally with arms and legs akimbo. Countering the repeated action with protests, a pearl-clutching secretary bird desperately tries to maintain decorum ("Oh my goodness, no, no, no. There are no weasels with Jack and Jill"), leading to a final scenario that employs jack-in-the-box tension. Throughout, the characters are elaborately choreographed: Mary, of "Mary Had a Little Lamb" fame, appears as a well-heeled but spunky mutton matron, the little lamb as her cosseted, coolly confident charge. Gaily upsetting the proverbial apple cart again and again, the creators craft a raucous celebration of rule- breaking that will have young readers eagerly anticipating each rhyme’s incoming "POP!" An author’s note concludes. Ages 3-5. Author’s agent: Stephen Barbara, InkWell Management. Illustrator’s agent: Stephen Barr, Writers House. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

978-1416979708 Pop the Invention of Bubble Gum Meghan McCarthy ES Nonfiction Kirkus: Ages 4-8
978-1546183594  
978-1546183570 Press Start The Super Jump Between Worlds! Thomas Flintham ES series 12/2/25 From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-2; Ages 5-7

978-1-536-24352-9 Princess in Black and the Kitty Catastrophe Hale, Dean and Hale, ShannonES next in series series
From the publisher: Grades 
Pre-K/K-3; Ages 5-8

978-1-546-13922-5 Pug the Unicorn May, Kyla ES next in series series From SLJ: Gr 2-4
978-1-419-78330-2 Raid of No Return Hale, Nathan ES updated copy 2025 - nonfiction From the publisher: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6

978-0735845909 Rainbow Fish and the Great Escape Marcus Pfister ES Released October 7
School Library Journal (October 1, 2025)
K-Gr 2-In this installment of the beloved character's fishy adventures, Rainbow Fish and his glittering pals rediscover the power of teamwork, with a subtle slice of environmental messaging about the dangers of overfishing. Keeping the whimsical touch of silver shot illustrations, one shiny scale per fish, the illustrations show the fishy crew getting caught in a net, and enlisting other oceanic friends to orchestrate an escape. It's a slight tale but told with beautiful layers of awareness of the underwater citizens of Rainbow Fish's corner of the ocean. VERDICT An entertaining tale with familiar characters. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Audience: Lower Elementary
Grades: Pre-K/K-2

978-1-419-77689-2 Recess Smith, Lane ES Grades K-3. What is recess if not a break from the ordinary? Enter this ode to the joy of mixing it up! Wildly varying fonts and exuberantly painted illustrations have rarely been used to such good effect. Noting that “you all look like you could use a recess this minute,” the text enthusiastically encourages readers to shake their hands, legs, and booty—until the end of the page, when (“Stop! End of RECESS”) it’s back to business. Drab pages about school—math, spelling, gym—alternate with lively interludes spent quacking, bouncing, stomping, or repeatedly yelling “Bananas!” as directed by our narrator, until the book finally guides listeners to take some breaths and “chill.” The breezy, conversational tone of the text, along with the dry observations of recess antics (“Shouting random fruits in a non-cafeteria environment feels way inappropriate”) will bring smiles even to those beyond the usual picture-book crowd. While some teachers may wince at the spirited silliness, others will find this roller coaster to be just the right read-aloud for a midday change of pace.At Freedom Elementary School, students tackle reading, writing, and math, but as the narrator wryly notes, sometimes they "need a break from all that fun, right?" Enter recess -- spontaneous, unannounced, and absolutely necessary. What if, Smith suggests, students took a recess in the middle of a math assignment or during a spelling lesson? In this interactive story, children are invited to join in the action: shaking limbs, yelling "Bananas!" during a hilariously absurd math problem, air-typing in the media center, quacking like ducks, bouncing and tossing invisible balls in gym, and playing pretend musical instruments while marching in place. Each burst of movement begins with an exuberant "RECESS!" set in saturated neon pinks, sunny yellows, and electric oranges that contrast sharply with the dull, grayscale classroom scenes. The visual cue mirrors students' pent-up energy and their deep longing to play. Smith's meta-commentary adds a comic, teacher-like voice ("Too silly! Stop typing!" and "Enough! End of RECESS"), which creates a rhythm that mimics some real classroom dynamics. Underneath all the antics, the story honors children's need to move, laugh, and be momentarily wild, even within the structure of the school day. A high-energy, high-participation read, tailor-made for storytime, that joyfully affirms play as essential, not extra, and is likely to become a classroom favorite. Julie Danielson September/October 2025 p.52
979-8-7656-4778-3 Recycled Gardens Katherine Chu ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-1

978-1-338-73396-9 
978-0-8000-9487-4 Refugee Graphic Novel Alan Gratz ES

Kirkus Reviews
In this graphic version of Gratz's bestselling 2017 novel, three groups of refugees in different eras face bitter hardship and persecution in the course of desperate searches for safetySet respectively in 1938, 1994, and 2015, the accounts involve a passenger ship full of German Jews, a thrown-together group of Cubans on a leaky boat, and a bombed-out Syrian family striking out for the E.U. The original novel folded in actual experiences and, in some cases, real people, unspooling three storylines in short, interleaved chapters; this new edition preserves that structure. It's a tossup whether the change in format offers any real advantages. On the one hand, actually seeing expressively posed characters and the period details around them brings both the cast and the settings sharply to life, moments of crisis and terror have cinematic impact, and racial and cultural differences remain strongly present. On the other, though, because the graphic "chapters" are only three to five pages each, and all the art is done in a similar style and palette, the dozens of switches from one storyline to the next come with dizzying frequency and can't help but impede the narrative flow. Still, after skillfully interweaving his three powerful stories together at their ends, the author urgently invites readers to contemplate their contrasts, parallels, and ever-cogent common themes.An effective adaptation, still relevant and likely to find a fresh audience. (afterword)(Graphic historical fiction. 10-13)

School Library Journal
Gr 4–8— In 1939, Josef's Jewish family flees Berlin to escape the Nazi regime. In 1994, Isabel's family sails toward Miami, leaving Castro and Cuba behind. In 2015, Mahmoud and his family run from Syria as civil war rages. Decades and thousands of miles separate them, but Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud share one thing in common: they are refugees, and their stories converge in surprising ways. This graphic novel adaptation is faithful to the original book, omitting only minor details from the main plotlines. The illustrations, which resemble the superhero comics art style, effectively heighten the drama. For example, when Josef's apartment is trashed by Nazi storm troopers, dark shadows in each panel convey the abruptness of the nighttime raid and the family's terror. The coloring is exquisite, showcasing the beauty of Isabel's Havana and the despair of Mahmoud's Aleppo. Maps are helpfully placed at the beginning of the chapters, showing each character's place in their journey. While the illustrations add excitement, the original novel's emotional heft can get lost in the graphic novel format, and the cliff-hanger chapter endings are not as riveting. The author's note has been updated to reflect new information about Syrian and Cuban refugees since the prose novel's publication. VERDICT The original Refugee remains an important and timely book; this graphic novel adaptation brings the moving stories of Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud to life for a new generation of readers. A good choice for where the original is popular.— Danielle Sachdeva

978-1-6690-9357-2 Roswell, Alien Capital of the World Blake Hoena ES Nonfiction From the publisher: Ages 9-11
978-1-7972-1456-6 Safe Crossing Percival, Kari ES Why do amphibians cross a dark, perilous road? To lay their eggs, of course. But sometimes they need help. In the middle of the night, a biracial family dons rain gear over PJs, gathers equipment, and joins the volunteer Amphibian Migration Team. Full-bleed digital art, "informed by woodcut printmaking techniques," immerses readers in detailed, layered scenes. On the title page, a clipboard holding a blank data collection form, a pencil with requisite frog eraser, and a flashlight introduce the mission. Percival's restrained color palette -- midnight blue, reflective yellow, touches of brown and black -- makes effective use of white, notably for casting light and for when the narrator's little sister asks narrative-driving questions: "But how do they know tonight is the night?...Do they taste the warm rain? Do they smell the skunk cabbage blooming?" Childlike line drawings inside thought bubbles share her musings and offer focal points for viewers. Sadly, some of the amphibians don't make it, prompting the narrator to seek a solution. The blue of the night sky becomes the inky blue of building plans and checklists as the girl and her community members lobby, plan, fundraise, and construct an amphibian tunnel. Two double-page spreads of back matter, seek-and-find endpapers, and scientific captioning throughout make this book as informative as it is beautifully illustrated and designed. Shelley Isaacson March/April 2025 p.55A community helps amphibians cross nighttime roads. In spring, when frost thaws and rain arrives, amphibians such as spring peepers and salamanders begin their journey from woods to the vernal pools where they’ll spawn. That perilous journey involves crossing roads as vehicles whoosh past. Enter the Amphibian Migration Team—volunteers who stand at these crossings at night to monitor traffic and help “our tiny friends” to safely cross “a wet road on a wet night in spring.” As citizen scientists, the volunteers also count survivors and casualties. Percival chronicles this process in unadorned prose through the eyes of one multiracial family, who not only volunteer, but also advocate for the creation of a wildlife tunnel to allow the creatures safe passage beneath the road. The Black-presenting child who narrates emerges as a hero, asking questions packed with answers. “Do they hear the other frogs singing and think, Tonight is the night! It’s time to go down to the pool to lay our jelly eggs safely in the water!” The explanatory part of the story—the making of a toad tunnel, from design to budget to town council approval—offers readers a road map. At times the narration slips into more telling than showing, but the illustrations, rendered digitally but in the style of woodcut prints, are spectacular. Spreads saturated with nighttime purples, browns, and yellows riven with beams from headlamps fill the page, while charming, illustrated bubbles pop up alongside the child’s head. Informative and beautiful. (more information on amphibians and wildlife-crossing structures, safety guidelines, guidance on being a community scientist, glossary, “can you find” visual search game) (Informational picture book. 5-8)

979-87-656-6930-3 Science of Dragons: A Field Guide Kaiser, Brianna ES
Publisher: Lerner Publications Grades 3-5; Ages 8-11

978-0-593-70651-0 Sea Otter Sunrise Osborne, Mary Pope ES next in series Publisher: Random House Grades 1-4; Ages 6-9
978-1-25035-946-9 Sew Much Trouble (Agents of S.U.I.T) John Patrick Green ES adding to series (release  2/17/26)Publisher: First Second    Ages: 7-10
978-1-6690-6510-4 Siberian Tiger vs. Saber-Tooth Cat Charles C. Hofer ES Series: Beastly Battles SLJ: Gr 3-5-In a fun twist in the animal battles field, this set pits a modern-day creature against a prehistoric beast that shares some similar traits. Short two-page chapters compare key features of each animal. Siberian Tiger vs. Saber-Tooth Cat, for instance, looks at size, teeth, claws, and hunting methods. The use of past tense for the prehistoric creatures helps readers navigate the alternating presentations. Photos and illustrations highlight the text effectively: a close-up photo shows the rhinoceros's thick skin, for example, while a captioned drawing notes the triceratops' frill and scales (Rhinoceros vs. Triceratops). Final spreads set up the battle, though no winner is revealed. Readers are asked to speculate, aided by a table providing direct comparisons between the two animals. The last spread includes large images of the battlers on facing pages, but nothing shows them actually interacting. VERDICT The prehistoric element should appeal to animal battle fans. © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
9781510564497 Sight Aaron Carr ES Nonfiction; Spanish Audience: Lower Elementary
978-1-665-93510-4 Sleepy: Surprising Ways Animals Snooze Jennifer Ward ES Texas Topaz List Kirkus: Down time comes in many forms, as this somniferously illustrated survey of the natural world reveals.Though all the sleepy faces and figures in Caldecott Honoree Page's exactly detailed, collagelike digital illustrations may cumulatively have a soporific effect, Ward has shocking news for readers who think lying down and remaining unconscious through the night-called "monophasic sleep"-is uniform practice in the animal kingdom. In fact, drawing on 16 examples, she identifies several sleeplike processes, from the hibernation of bears and equivalent states, such as brumation and estivation, to the half-brain-at-a-time shutdowns ("unihemispheric slow-wave sleep") of whales and dolphins. Animals also sleep for varying amounts of time; giraffes nap for only about five minutes at a time, whereas little brown bats sack out for 20 hours a day, and koalas for even more. All of this information is presented in both digestible bits throughout and in a closing summation that includes pie charts for human sleep needs at different ages. With an eye to bedtime read-alouds, the author also pairs each somnolent portrait with a drowsy verse like this one, addressed to a tan-skinned young snoozer: "Child, / at sunrise you are on the go! / But once it's dark, it's time to slow / and snuggle, sleeping through the night, / while waiting for the morning light."A real eye-opener. (glossary, selected sources) (Informational picture book. 7-10)SLJ: PreS-Gr 4 —This book sets out to show readers how animals sleep. There are two rhyming couplets that describe how an animal sleeps, then a short paragraph with more specific scientific information, including the specialized nomenclature for the different kinds of sleep. As an example, a frigate bird, which cannot swim, may spend two months out at sea; they use a uni-hemispheric sleep, where half their brains are at rest. A range of vertebrates are profiled, giving this further appeal for a lot of readers. The artwork is soft and inviting, but also accurate. The last two pages of the book have definitions of some of the most specific sleep vocabulary as well as pie graphs that show sleep time versus awake time for the animals featured. It's a lovely and accessible visualization. This would be an excellent book for talking about animal adaptations but also a great read-aloud at bed time. VERDICT This compelling and beautifully illustrated book is a very good choice for elementary collections.—Debbie Tanner
9781510564527 Smell Aaron Carr ES Nonfiction; Spanish Audience: Lower Elementary

978-1665966085 Snow Kid Jessie Sima ES Released September 16 Dewey: -E-; Audience: Lower Elementary

September 1, 2025
Preschool-Grade 2 Sima (Perfectly Pegasus, 2022) presents a tender, visually captivating picture book that gently explores identity, change, and self-discovery through the charming journey of Twig, a snow person built by human children on a winter's day. At first, Twig is confident in who they are: made of snow, sticks, stones, and topped with a very fine hat. But when a strong breeze steals the hat, Twig begins a transformative adventure full of questions: Can they still be Twig without it? What if they talk, walk, or grow? Sima's text is thoughtful and reassuring, offering readers a heartfelt allegory about identity's fluidity. As Twig stumbles, rolls, and adapts--losing parts, gaining others--they grow in confidence and wonder, eventually finding a joyful community of snow people who, like them, are "as unique as the snowflakes they were made from." Digitally rendered in cool blue, pink, and purple hues, Sima's illustrations shimmer with wintry magic while enhancing Twig's emotional journey. A delightful celebration of becoming, belonging, and embracing change.

COPYRIGHT(2025) Booklist, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
979-8-7656-2627-6 So Many Harp Seals Katie Peters ES Nonfiction Audience: Lower Elementary
9781665934800 
978-1665934817 Space Case the Graphic Novel (Moon Base Alpha the Graphic Novel) Stuart Gibbs ES series Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2025)

September 1, 2014
Grades 5-8 Here's a whodunit set on the moon. The sudden, mysterious death of Moon Base Alpha's physician threatens the entire underfunded lunar-colonization program. Worse, though the base commander and her NASA superiors insist it was an accident, an overheard conversation leads 12-year-old Dashiell to suspect that it was nothing of the sort. Shrugging off hostility from the powers that be and even an anonymous threat, he enlists the aid of a pair of tech-savvy peers andencouraged by an oddly elusive new arrivalgoes digging. Gibbs stocks the cast with multiple suspects and red herrings, suggestive (if sometimes contrived) clues, hints of secret agendas, and unexpected encounters. Ultimately, the investigation culminates in a suspenseful murder attempt out on the lunar surface, followed by a game-changing revelation. Though relatively standard issue as murder mysteries go, this is notable for its unusual setting and features a narrator who displays a realistic mix of wonder at his location and annoyance at having to deal with the Spartan life on another planet. The exposed killer's rationale actually has merit, too.(Reprinted with permission of Booklist, copyright 2014, American Library Association.)

978-1665956512 
978-0-8000-9746-2 Spy School Blackout Stuart Gibbs ES series - Release October 7 (Graphic science-fiction mystery. 8-12)next in series
978-1-665-93478-7 Spy School Goes Wild Gibbs, Stuart ES Series Publisher: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers   Ages: 8-12
978-1665956642  
978-1665956635 Spy School Secret Service Graphic Novel Stuart Gibbs ES series 4/28/26 Publisher: Simon & Schuster Books Fo    Ages: 8-12
978-1-6690-8871-4 Steller's Sea Eagle vs. Pteranodon Charles C. Hofer ES Series Beastly Battles From the publisher: Ages 9-11
9781984896919 Sugar Shack Lucy Knisley ES Nonfiction Kirkus: ages 8-12 Audience: Upper Elementary

978-1-646-14623-9 Sunflower Seeds Heck, Ellen ES
Booklist (August 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 22))
Grades K-3. In a classroom, the teacher welcomes spring by reading the students a story about planting sunflowers. After examining the small, striped seeds, each child plants three seeds in cups. The life cycle of the plant is followed as the children water and wait. By the time the school year ends, they have sprouts to tend at home. As the summer goes on, one boy plants his green shoots in the yard and is amazed at how tall they grow. Conditions such as storms and hungry deer affect the plants, but stunning flowers eventually appear. He saves the seeds to begin the cycle again. Heavy strokes of bright oil paint on brown paper give a warm glow to the rich illustrations, dramatically presenting the growth process and the blooms. In a fun homage, a poster of Van Gogh’s Sunflowers hangs on the classroom wall. Just as the narrative presents the plant’s cycle, the book itself is circular too: it begins with a story about planting sunflowers, and in the end the child is in a library, getting a new book. Who knows what topic he may explore next?

Kirkus Reviews starred (June 15, 2025)
Seeds planted at the end of kindergarten become towering sunflowers as summer comes to a close. Ms. B gives each of her students four seeds: “one for the birds, / one for the rain, / one to taste, / and one to grow.” The unnamed student narrator describes how each seed is carefully planted in a cup, watered, placed on a windowsill in the sun, and diligently observed by the kids. At home, the narrator’s first-person plural changes to the singular as the seedlings—dubbed Yoda, Kermit, and the Hulk—continue to grow. Tragically, a storm drowns the Hulk, and then a deer trims Yoda’s leaves. Even so, Yoda continues to grow alongside Kermit till both are taller than the narrator and Kermit looms over “our neighbor Sam, / who is the tallest human I know.” Heck’s understated text conveys the narrator’s awe, expressed in precise descriptions of the flowers in all their phases. She offers ample space for readers to admire her paintings, done in thickly applied oil. The brown paper backdrops lend warmth to the characters’ skin tones and act as negative space that defines Heck’s compositions, often to startling effect. The backgrounds also contrast with the textured strokes of yellow and gold, set against heartbreaking blues; they cannot help recalling van Gogh, though these blooms are never confined to a vase. The narrator presents white; the classmates are racially diverse. Gorgeous. (Picture book. 4-8)

978-1-546-18357-0 Super Jump Between Worlds! Flintham, Thomas ES next in series From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-2; Ages 5-7
978-1-66888-056-2 
978-0-593-37847-2 Super Pancake Megan Wagner Lloyd ES

Booklist (February 1, 2023 (Vol. 119, No. 11))
Grades 2-4. Peggy Pancake lives in a skillet house in Breakfast Town. She’s quite an average pancake until someone slips a serum into her school food that grants her superstrength and flight! After she saves Luc Croissant from the Bacon Bullies, with unexpectedly epic fighting moves (Pow! Bam! Kazow!), Luc becomes her superhero sidekick. Soon, they’re facing off against their first archvillain, Dr. Breakfast Sandwich, and his two Henchtoast in a cheese-grater-shaped megamansion on top of Maple Mountain. With fighting moves like the Griddle Kick and the Butter Smother, Superpancake is destined to win, ultimately proving that kindness is the biggest superpower of all. The puns are resplendent in this early graphic novel, and the digitally rendered artwork is as intentionally sloppy as the syrup within its pages, and while some of the panels feel crowded, the action moves along quickly. The plot is thin and predictable, but it doesn’t aim to be anything more, relying heavily (and wisely) on humor and positive messaging, including the overt theme that you don’t have to be perfect to be a superhero.Gr 1-5-Peggy Pancake starts the day as an ordinary flapjack, bumbling her way to school, spacing out during a career day presentation-and then suddenly, she finds herself possessed with powers previously unimagined, poised to become Super Pancake. She faces sizzling schoolhouse foes the Bacon Bullies, but soon discovers a greater threat in the dastardly Doctor Breakfast Sandwich. As Peggy begins to realize her gifts, she also forges a fast friendship with the new kid at school, Luc Croissant, who, in an unassuming fashion, becomes the perfect sidekick. Together they create a secret treehouse hideaway where Peggy tests her flying acumen and Luc fashions a superhero costume for her. As the story unfolds, the origins of her mysterious powers are revealed, Luc is kidnapped, a donut detective is called, and finally, Peggy must face down Doctor Breakfast Sandwich in his lair. This graphic novel chapter book is written as something of an origin story, and as this volume ends, Peggy and Luc seem poised to explore more mysteries, personal and fantastical. Lloyd's story, while whimsical, focuses largely on familiar childhood territory of social anxieties, self-confidence, and how a good friendship can be super-powerful. Alwar's color illustrations are full of green, purple, and gold, and in a world populated with anthropomorphic foodstuffs, the book looks just delicious enough to make your tummy rumble. VERDICT Full of friendships, food fights, and slightly ridiculous bad guys, this is a sweet, silly caper ready to be gobbled up.-Emilia Packard © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-83-687-1184-3 
978-0-593-37851-9 
978-0-8000-8581-0 Super Pancake and the mini muffin mayhem Megan Wagner Lloyd ES From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-10Kirkus: An anthropomorphic, superpowered young pancake faces her greatest challenge yet: babysitting.Secretly saving the world as Super Pancake has left Peggy Pancake little time for doing homework. She'll be spending spring break completing a missed assignment. Even worse, her parents have signed her up for a weeklong babysitting job. Her charges, the Mini Muffin quintuplets, leave her exhausted, and after Peggy and the kids stop by her friend Professor Egg's lab, things get even worse. The littlest quintuplet, Minnie, pilfers the professor's doom laser and accidentally turns herself into a mega-sized muffin. Now Super Pancake and her trusty sidekick, Kid Croissant, must save the day once again. It's a fairly straightforward tale, complete with a third-act pep talk from Peggy's pal Stanley Bacon that motivates her and Kid Croissant, but the breakfast foodâ��themed characters and setting infuse the story with whimsy and humor. The Pancake family house is shaped like a giant skillet, while their car is a bottle of maple syrup; before sending her off on her babysitting gig, Peggy's mom tells her to "break an egg!" Despite the larger-than-life superheroics and quirky setting, Peggy also contends with more down-to-earth problems, such as wrangling her rambunctious charges and dealing with burnout. Alwar's energetic cartoon illustrations are both action packed and adorable. A quick recap of the first book will make it easy for newcomers to the series to jump right in.Sweet but substantial, just like a balanced breakfast should be. (Graphic fiction. 7-10)
979-83-687-9129-6
978-0-593-89992-2 
978-0-8000-9920-6 Super Pancake and the Terrible Toast Megan Wagner Lloyd ES Next in Series: release 12/11/25 From Kirkus: Ages 7-10

Reading Level: 3.0
Interest Level: 2-5

978-1-546-13918-8 Super Pug May, Kyla ES next in series Publisher: Scholastic Inc.   Ages: 5-7
978-1-546-11043-9 
9781546110446 Super Rabbit Boy vs. the Gigabot! Flintham, Thomas ES next in series

School Library Journal (May 1, 2025)
Gr 1-3-Super Rabbit Boy is back for another adventure in this brightly illustrated graphic novel hybrid series that takes place inside a video game. King Viking asks Super Rabbit Boy to help him defeat the thief who stole his giant Gigabot and is now threatening Animal Town. Hijinks ensue as the two sworn enemies navigate a temporary truce and work together to defeat the thief in a series of increasingly complicated games and obstacles. The jokes, the action, and the art all work together to keep this appealing series enticing for video-game-loving readers. VERDICT Purchase where other volumes in the series are popular. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Publisher: Scholastic, Inc Grades Pre-K/K-2; Ages 5-7

979-82-17-02585-5 Sweet Magic Kara LeReau ES
Starred Review for Publishers Weekly (6/19/25)
Baking, magic, and compassion are the main ingredients of this gentle early chapter book series launch by LaReau (the Infamous Ratsos series). Witch-in-training Blue delivers magic-enhanced pastries from their mother’s fantastical bakery, Witchycakes, to customers throughout Shelville. Each seaside community inhabitant, portrayed with varying skin tones, is experiencing a crisis: young Jib’s pet guinea pig has escaped, overwhelmed Mrs. Sanderson is too exhausted to make lunch for her hungry children, and grocery store owner Mr. Haddock is mourning his late dog. When Blue’s half-baked magic fails to solve the peoples’ woes, Blue uses their ingenuity to conjure nonmagical solutions. Alongside Mama Moon’s delicious baked goods, the intrepid protagonist serves up ample empathy and wit as they explore Shelville and immerse themselves in their neighbor’s daily lives. The large cast’s imaginative, seaside-related names (Gully, Pearl, Ms. Crabbe, Barnacle, Skipper, etc.) add cheeky personality to a story that’s as sweet as Mama Moon’s Beach Crumble. Clean, softly shaded full-color artwork by Moreira depicts the passage of time (individual chapters take place at morning, noon, afternoon, dusk, and evening) and includes bustling page borders showcasing beach, pastry, and witchy paraphernalia. A recipe concludes. Publishing simultaneously: Changing Magic. Ages 6–9. Author’s agent: Ammi-Joan Paquette, Aevitas Creative. Illustrator’s agent: Alex Gehringer, Bright Agency. (Aug.)

Kirkus Reviews In the seaside town of Shellville, a blue-haired witch in training and bakery employee makes delicious deliveries.

At Witchycakes, Mama Moon whips up beachy treats, from sandy-witch bread to raspberry sandbars. Accompanied by a sea gull familiar named Gully, tan-skinned Blue, who uses they/them pronouns, ferries their mother’s wares all over town. Along the way, Blue attempts to use magic to help the customers they encounter: a young boy who’s afraid to tell his two dads that he’s lost his guinea pig, a mother run ragged by her four kids, and a grocer mourning his beloved dog. But magic often causes more problems than it solves. Though Blue makes frequent mistakes, they quickly pivot to new solutions, offering young readers a welcome lesson in resilience. LaReau has created an idyllic, homey world populated by warm, neighborly characters who encourage Blue’s growth each step of the way. The witchy protagonist, gently told story, and sleepy, small-town setting feel heavily inspired by Kiki’s Delivery Service; its fans are likely to be thrilled with this new series, while young readers will hopefully find a natural path to the original book and anime film. Aspiring chefs will enjoy the appended kid-friendly, no-bake recipe for Mama Moon’s Beach Crumble. Moreira relies on a palette of muted earth tones and teals, pairing nicely with the seaside setting and effectively portraying a diverse cast.

A charmingly cozy fantasy helmed by an endearing queer protagonist. (Chapter book. 6-9)
979-8-7656-2629-0 Swimming Orcas Katie Peters ES Non fiction Publisher: Lerner Publications  Audience: Lower Elementary36
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9781510564558 Taste Aaron Carr ES Spanish version  Non fiction Publisher: Lightbox Learning Inc.  Audience: Lower Elementary

978-1-481-41008-3 Team Players Lupica, Mike ES
Horn Book Guide, 09/30/2018
Cassie's middle-school softball team has a shot at the championship, but its dynamic is destroyed by the inclusion of a new player with Asperger's syndrome. In befriending Sarah, Cassie jeopardizes her own leadership. Lupica's preachiness interferes with his vivid sports writing in this fourth message-driven Home Team novel.

School Library Journal (April 1, 2018)
Gr 5-8-It's the summer after middle school and Cassie Bennett is gearing up for the all-star softball season. Cassie is a strong all-around athlete, having made waves as a standout on the boys' basketball team. Now she's looking forward to leading her Walton Red Sox through another undefeated season and competing for a chance to play for a regional championship in Fenway Park. The biggest challenge comes from the rupture of her friend group with the arrival of a new player, Sarah Milligan, who has Asperger's Syndrome. While several of the girls reject Sarah because her disability makes them uncomfortable, Cassie takes her on as someone to "fix." Alongside the softball story is a complementary one about Cassie's friends, Jack, Teddy, and Gus, and the plight of their baseball team after the removal of their overbearing coach and the related tension with his high-strung son, Sam. Through an eventful summer both on and off the field, Cassie and the others learn much about themselves and what kind of commitment it takes to maintain both a friendship and a team, while Cassie gets an insightful lesson from Sarah's mom about the difference between sympathy and empathy. Lupica describes game play with appropriate detail that should please fans but avoids letting the social plot get lost in the weeds. Periodic explorations into the psychology of pitching will be intriguing even to readers not interested in the game. VERDICT A compelling read with important lessons, Lupica's latest is highly recommended for libraries serving middle graders.-Bob Hassett, Luther Jackson Middle School, Falls Church, VA © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-87-656-2725-9 The Black Mambas: The World's First All-Woman Anti-Poaching Unit Kelly Crull ES

Starred Review ALA Booklist
Starred Review Black Mambas are not only Africa's most-feared venomous snakes but the apt name for the first women park rangers in South Africa and the first women-led anti-poaching unit in the world. Author and photographer Crull takes readers to the thick of the rangers' work in the Olifants West Nature Reserve, situated in the Greater Kruger National Park. Opening headshots of 20 rangers immediately humanize each of the women and serve as an identification guide for the book. In a few simple sentences per page, Crull describes how many of the rangers, despite living in villages around the preserve, had never actually seen its animals; how they practice rigorous survival skills; why poaching occurs; and how the rangers educate future generations. The most exhilarating parts of the book, however, follow the Black Mambas on patrol as they observe wildlife up close, search the bush for snares, look for signs of poachers, and even plan and carry out a poacher ambush l without guns. Documenting these courageous accomplishments are thrilling, large-scale photographs of the Black Mambas in action and the animals they serve to protect. Interspersed ranger quotes, informational sidebars, related activities, and an introduction to Sepedi (the language used by the rangers) offer readers additional opportunities for engagement. A joyful tribute to these dauntless women.School Library Journal Starred Review (4/1/25)

Gr 2–5— Crull ( Making Art from Ocean Plastic ) returns with another environmentally focused book. Informational text showcases the work of the Black Mambas, the world's first all-woman anti-poaching unit. First-person narration follows the day-to-day life of these women rangers, highlighting what led them to this career path and the dangerous but important work they're doing to conserve South African wildlife. The text is accessible, presenting kids with not only insight into why these women decided to enter a traditionally male-dominated field, but also survival tips (humans can survive in icy water for three minutes and without food for three weeks), the types of endangered animals they're protecting (elephants, rhinos, and pangolins, the world's only scaled mammal), and how they track poachers. Quotations from different rangers sprinkled throughout lends a feel of immediacy and relevance and will draw readers in. The photographs are dynamic, depicting the strong and dedicated Black women in action and the majestic creatures they care for. The energy, passion, and effort of this unit is made obvious through these images and will inspire readers to look around their own surroundings for ways to care for neighboring wildlife. Graphs, diagrams, and box inserts add even more interest, and back matter includes books and websites for further reading, a pictorial glossary of the animals featured, and the NATO Phonetic Alphabet. VERDICT A fascinating, kid-friendly title on wildlife conservation that will captivate and empower elementary school readers.— Shelley M. Diaz
1-419-76681-3
13: 978-1-419-76681-7 The Case of the Missing Tadpole Henry Winkler & Lin Oliver ES

Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2024)
In actor Winkler and author Oliver’s follow-up, Willow the duck’s sleuthing skills draw attention to another environmental threat at Dogwood Pond. Once more, Snout the weasel menaces prey, but rather than eating Franny the frog, he wants her to whip up her fried flies at her lily-pad cafe. It’s closed, though, because Franny has an emergency: Her child, Tad the tadpole, has gone missing. Willow immediately begins assessing the evidence and enlists her adoptive beaver dad for some reconnaissance. Sal the salamander—a huge fan of comic books—speculates wildly, while Flitter the dragonfly searches from above. When a human boy’s glasses fall into the pond and onto Harry the catfish’s eyes, his sharper vision shows him the blue-green algae now choking part of the pond, along with an agitated three-legged frog. Willow’s incisive questions start leading to the mystery’s solution as Aaron the heron joins the aerial search. Facing her fears, and with help from her pals, the Pond Squad, Willow eventually discovers that the mystery is rooted in human-caused environmental issues; the forest ranger—the father of the bespectacled boy—tells his son about humans’ role in inadvertently introducing the algae and identifies a solution. Quips and asides enliven the aquatic action and provide relatable humor, while numerous colorful cartoon vignettes reflect the pond’s many angles. Expanding her expertise, this detecting duck doesn’t disappoint, and neither does this entertaining sequel. (Early chapter book. 6-9)

School Library Journal starred (October 1, 2024)
Gr 2-4-Detective Duck is back on the case! Franny the Frog is frantic; her son, Tad the Tadpole, has gone missing. The ducky sleuth immediately sees Franny's problem and sets about solving it. She organizes the citizens of Dogwood Pond into a search party; two members, Beaver McBeaver and Harry the catfish, begin their search along the rim of the far side of the pond. They quickly uncover more problems than the missing Tad. They have trouble seeing in the murky brown water spilling out of a big metal pipe. Algae plants that have taken on a weird blue-green color are much thicker, making it harder to breathe. Gradually, a pond that has always felt safe is becoming dangerous, and there's still no sign of Tad. This second book in the "Detective Duck" series is perfect for young fans of read-aloud chapter books. Detailed, colorful artwork, drawn by Caldecott Award-winning illustrator Santat, brings Winkler and Oliver's story of perseverance and conservation to life. This is a message story, but it has plenty of spirit and character and offers readers a well-paced adventure that ends with, in the words of Detective Duck, "Poof! Problem solved!" VERDICT This entertaining sequel is recommended for chapter book read-alouds, and for those who appreciate children's stories that carry a gentle message of environmental awareness.-Cheryl Blevens © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

1-419-75513-7
978-1-419-75513-2 The Case of the Strange Splash Henry Winkler & Lin Oliver ES

Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2023)
In this latest from actor and author Winkler and author Oliver, a little duck makes a big impact. A lucky adoption has given Willow the duck a beaver dad, who encourages her to pursue her dream of being a detective. When a large saucer-shaped object crash-lands in their pond, Willow’s pal Sal, a comic-book-loving salamander; Harry, a depressed catfish; and Flitter, a dragonfly with a can-do attitude, jump to the conclusion that it’s an invading spaceship. Further investigation reveals a fiery red dragon and more spacecraft, throwing everyone into a panic. Only Willow asks the right questions, leading to the realization that the object is a stray tire from a truck. The plot now turns on an environmental issue: how to get rid of the floating tire, which is now interfering with pond life. So the friends form the Pond Squad and, with help from Willow’s dad and Aaron the heron, take on the tire. A subplot sees Willow attempting to shoo off Snout, a thieving, conniving weasel, by pelting him with a rubber band and a ball; dealing with Snout looks like a job for the second book. Every chapter ends with a cliffhanger, the pacing and characterization are engaging, and the message about treating the environment with respect is a sound one. Santat provides intense, googly-eyed animals at eye level, and Willow pops in bright yellow. Mystery-loving readers will quickly detect the advent of a promising series. (Chapter book. 6-9)

Booklist (September 1, 2023 (Vol. 120, No. 1))
Grades 1-3. Willow Feathers may be a little duckling, but she has big aspirations—namely, to become a detective. Her dream and curiosity are both supported by her loving father, Beaver McBeaver, who adopted the girl when she washed onto his dam as an egg. In her inaugural adventure, an unidentified flying object sails by Willow and lands in Dogwood Pond. What could the big circular thing be? She gathers her friends to get to the bottom of the mystery. Winkler and Oliver are old pros at writing fun and funny stories for kids, and they enter the early chapter-book space with ease. Thanks to Santat’s wonderful full-color illustrations, readers will know from the start what the UFO really is and get a good laugh over Willow’s salamander friend Sal’s conviction that they’re dealing with aliens. Once the truth is uncovered, the fast-paced story shifts to spotlight a rescue mission with teamwork and environmental messaging at its heart. The new Detective Duck series will go over swimmingly with young readers.

9780063306417 The Dark Skies Mystery: A World War II Thriller Deron R. Hicks ES Booklist (May 15, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 18))Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2024)
978-0-593-62236-0 The Day the Crayons made friends Drew Daywalt ES adding to series ( spanish) Grades 4-7. It’s 1942, and the U.S. is at war. While most boys in Henry’s seventh-grade class dream of becoming soldiers overseas, Henry wants to contribute in a different way: as a news reporter. When his father joins the local Civil Defense program, conducting black-out drills and air-raid siren tests, Henry helps out—while staying vigilant for enemy spies, saboteurs, and suspicious activities that could become newsworthy stories. His hometown, Asheville, North Carolina, seems like a quiet city, but Henry’s soon in grave danger, for, after finding a real security threat, he’s kept from revealing information about the villains who are plotting to undermine morale. Straightforward, logical, and courageous, Henry is a likeable protagonist, caught up in a mystery and unsure where to turn. Hicks, who wrote The Crown Heist (2021), knows how to keep readers guessing right along with his protagonist, and kids who love tales of danger, adventure, and intrigue will find it hard to put this book down. A successful mix of mystery, thrills, and adventure within a well-drawn historical setting.A budding journalist uncovers a ring of saboteurs in his North Carolina town in the early 1940s. Twelve-year-old Henry Hamilton yearns to be a reporter like his hero, Edward R. Murrow, but his attempts to track down real scoops have so far been stymied by Willard Presley, a new reporter for the Asheville Citizen. So when Henry, as a junior helper for the town’s teams of air raid wardens, gets wind of something fishy going on involving the nearby Biltmore Mansion and Estate, he sets out on his own to get the story. Hicks ups the stakes nicely by adding a trove of masterpieces transported in secret to the mansion from the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. (which actually happened), as well as a large bomb—and even trotting in President Franklin Roosevelt himself to preside over an air raid blackout drill. Through a combination of pluck, clever deduction, and some unexpected help from Presley, Henry figures out what’s going on in the very nick of time and plays a significant role in narrowly averting a major catastrophe. The author at first expends too much effort capturing the slower pace of life in wartime Asheville, picks up speed after the leisurely first half, and positively races through the climax. The cast reads white, and all major characters are male. A slow start and quaint casting but an exciting finish. (author’s note) (Historical mystery. 9-13)
9781665924870 The Everything Trail Meg Fleming ES After Duncan finds his crayons gone—yet again—letters arrive, detailing their adventures in friendship. Eleven crayons send missives from their chosen spots throughout Duncan’s home (and one from his classroom). Red enjoys the thrill of extinguishing “pretend fires” with Duncan’s toy firetruck. White, so often dismissed as invisible, finds a new calling subbing in for the missing queen on the black-and-white chessboard. “Now everyone ALWAYS SEES ME!…(Well, half the time!)” Pink’s living the dream as a pastry chef helming the Breezy Bake Oven, “baking everything from little cupcakes…to…OTHER little cupcakes!” Teal, who’s hitched a ride to school in Duncan’s backpack, meets the crayons in the boy’s desk and writes, “Guess what? I HAVE A TWIN! How come you never told me?” Duncan wants to see his crayons and “meet their new friends.” A culminating dinner party assembles the crayons and their many guests: a table tennis ball, dog biscuits, a well-loved teddy bear, and more. The premise—personified crayons, away and back again—is well-trammeled territory by now, after over a dozen books and spinoffs, and Jeffers once more delivers his signature cartooning and hand-lettering. Though the pages lack the laugh-out-loud sight gags and side-splittingly funny asides of previous outings, readers—especially fans of the crayons’ previous outings—will enjoy checking in on their pals. Quirky, familiar fun for series devotees. (Picture book. 4-7)K-Gr 2-Duncan's crayons have gone missing again, but this time they haven't quit or gotten lost. Instead, they have made new friends! When Duncan receives a fresh stack of cards from his crayons, he learns about the new friendships each crayon has formed. Red Crayon proudly announces they have found Duncan's fire truck and that they are the perfect size to help put out fires. White Crayon confesses that she once felt invisible, and since finding Duncan's checkerboard, now feels seen, at least half the time. A gathering at the end brings all these crayons back together, with their new friends in tow. As with the previous installments, this book features the same humorously styled letters peppered with callbacks to the earlier stories. The childlike drawings continue to add layers of visual humor, delighting fans of the series. Perhaps because readers are now familiar with the premise, this entry may lack some of the original charm and quirky freshness. Despite this, devotees of the series will appreciate the return of their favorite crayon characters and the gentle humor that has made the series so beloved. VERDICT For libraries with an established audience for these popular books, this installment is a worthwhile purchase.-Louie Lauer © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

9780063249592 THE HAUNTING OF BELLINGTON COTTAGE Laura Parnum ES
Booklist (July 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 21))
Grades 3-6. From the get-go, middle-grade mystery lovers will be sucked into this story. Set at a remote cottage in the snowy Vermont woods, the tale follows Iris and Vee, whose families are coming together on vacation after years apart. While Iris looks forward to rekindling her friendship with Vee and reliving past exploits, Vee has become prickly and unapproachable. Throw into this solid setting household objects that seemingly move on their own and a diary that tells the tale of a long-ago tragedy that occurred on the property, and anyone would want to read on. As the girls realize there's more to what's going on than mere pranks, they learn that communication solves a world of hurts and brings resolution to the anger in the house. Parnum (Peril at Price Manor, 2023) has created a rabbit hole worthy of falling down, capturing the girls' interpersonal drama and filling the narrative with situations that are touching and compelling. A well-crafted mystery with just the right amount of scare and heart.

Booklist (July 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 21))
Grades 3-6. From the get-go, middle-grade mystery lovers will be sucked into this story. Set at a remote cottage in the snowy Vermont woods, the tale follows Iris and Vee, whose families are coming together on vacation after years apart. While Iris looks forward to rekindling her friendship with Vee and reliving past exploits, Vee has become prickly and unapproachable. Throw into this solid setting household objects that seemingly move on their own and a diary that tells the tale of a long-ago tragedy that occurred on the property, and anyone would want to read on. As the girls realize there's more to what's going on than mere pranks, they learn that communication solves a world of hurts and brings resolution to the anger in the house. Parnum (Peril at Price Manor, 2023) has created a rabbit hole worthy of falling down, capturing the girls' interpersonal drama and filling the narrative with situations that are touching and compelling. A well-crafted mystery with just the right amount of scare and heart.

978-0-06-346973-0
978-0-8000-9058-6 The Humble Pie Jory John ES next book in series Kirkus: In this latest slice in the Food Group series, Humble Pie learns to stand up to a busy friend who's taking advantage of his pal's hard work on the sidelinesJake the Cake and Humble Pie are good friends. Where Pie is content to toil in the background, Jake happily shines in the spotlight. Alert readers will notice that Pie's always right there, too, getting A-pluses and skiing expertly just behind-while also doing the support work that keeps every school and social project humming. "Fact: Nobody notices pie when there's cake nearby!" When the two friends pair up for a science project, things begin well. But when the overcommitted Jake makes excuse after excuse, showing up late or not at all, a panicked Pie realizes that they won't finish in time. When Jake finally shows up on the night before the project's due, Pie courageously confronts him. "And for once, I wasn't going to sugarcoat it." The friends talk it out and collaborate through the night for the project's successful presentation in class the next day. John and Oswald's winning recipe-plentiful puns and delightful visual jokes-has yielded another treat here. The narration does skew didactic as it wraps up: "There's nothing wrong with having a tough conversation, asking for help, or making sure you're being treated fairly." But it's all good fun, in service of some gentle lessons about social-emotional development.A flavorful call to action sure to spur young introverts.(Picture book. 4-8)

978-0-06-323921-0
The Iguanadon's Horn: How Artists and Scientists 
Put a Dinosaur Back Together Again Sean Rubin ES Texas Topaz List (nonfiction)

Booklist starred (February 1, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 11))
Grades K-3. This STEM treasure trove may start out with an iguanodon’s death and fossilization, but the book is anything but a downer. A quick prologue sets the stage: for much of history, people assumed that dinosaur fossils could only belong to monsters or dragons. As knowledge of the natural world increased and the scientific method became more established, it became obvious that scientific theories must be constantly revised when new information comes to light. The perfect example of this progression comes in the form of the ever-changing understanding of the iguanodon, from its initial depiction as a lumpy lizard (“I DO look pretty terrible here,” an early rendering of an iguanodon notes) to a lumbering biped to a warm-blooded quadruped. Speculation on future updates acts as a final reminder that science is always evolving. Though the spectacular story ostensibly focuses on the iguanodon and other dinosaur discoveries, it sneakily tells a larger tale of science’s adaptability. The chipper text is entertaining and educational, packed with humorous asides and unexpected anecdotes without losing the overarching story. Immersive illustrations put readers in the thick of things, incorporating diagrams and text boxes into the ongoing action. Younger readers will adore the arresting artwork, and older readers will appreciate the wealth of newfound knowledge. A terrific tribute to the adaptability of the scientific process and the wonders that it unearths.Gr 3-5-Rubin masterfully weaves a tale of discovery, curiosity, and the ever-changing nature of scientific understanding. Hand-sketched and digitally colored illustrations bring the story to life, transporting readers to the world of paleontology. The artwork is meticulous, with intricate details that will delight young dinosaur enthusiasts. The story follows the journey of a mysterious Iguanodon horn, from its discovery to its reinterpretation over time. Rubin conveys how new findings can upend existing theories, illustrating the dynamic nature of scientific inquiry. The narrative seamlessly integrates with the illustrations, creating an immersive experience that educates and entertains. This book is perfect for young paleontologists who will be captivated by the fascinating world of dinosaur bones and the scientists who study them. It's a book that could inspire curiosity, encouraging young readers to question and explore the natural world. VERDICT With its engaging story and captivating artwork, this is an excellent choice for school and public library collections.-Jessica Clark © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-0-316-50003-6 The Marvelous Now Angela DiTerlizzi ES
School Library Journal Xpress (March 28, 2025)
K-Gr 3-From the creator of The Magical Yet and The Curious Why comes another uplifting story about resilience and mindfulness. Using gentle rhyming text, DiTerlizzi introduces young readers to the Marvelous Now, a small blue creature that helps turn a bad day around through simple calming exercises. "No need to think of next week or next year. What matters most to the Now is right here." As the main character struggles through a day where everything seems to go wrong, this book offers tools to reset emotions and find inner calm. Readers are encouraged to explore creative outlets like art, origami, music, and yoga as ways to cultivate mindfulness. While many picture books address this theme, this one stands out by providing concrete, relatable strategies for emotional regulation; it's perfect for young readers navigating their own tough moments. Goméz's vibrant illustrations bring warmth and inclusivity, celebrating diverse children and adults with expressive artwork. VERDICT A strong addition to mindfulness-themed picture books, this engaging and accessible title is highly recommended for all collections.-Heidi Dechief © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Horn Book Guide (September, 2025)
What do you do when "your brain is buzzy, and it’s way too busy"? Call upon the "Marvelous Now," a small blue creature who is the personification of mindfulness and peace. "Now" helps you calm down by reminding you to count backward, go for a walk, draw, etc. The reassuring rhymes gives readers effective strategies for "keeping your cool!"; the digital art contrasts gray clouds of stress with soothing, colorful flower trails.

9781536216752 The Puppets of Spelhorst Kate DiCamillo ES Booklist starred (August 2023 (Vol. 119, No. 22))Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2023)
9781669004059 THE SECRET LIFE OF THE CHUPACABRA Megan Peterson ES Grades 2-4. What treasure box does DiCamillo have in store for young readers this time? One that contains five beautifully crafted puppets—a girl with violet eyes and a green cloak, a boy with a bow and arrows, a pompous king, a wise owl with real feathers, and a wolf with teeth that she delights in reminding everyone are “well and truly sharp”—oh, and a story or two. Upon the death of an old sea captain, Captain Spelhorst, his landlady sells his trunk of puppets—a curious thing for a childless old man to possess, to be sure—to the rag-and-bone man, who in turn sells it to a gentleman seeking a gift for his two nieces. The puppets have been charting their journey carefully, speculating what might be in store for them, knowing only that they are destined to be in a story together; the owner of the toy shop where they once lived told them so. Is it destiny, then, when the young new puppet owners decide to perform a play with their new toys? And, indeed, the play’s the thing that pulls the seemingly disparate threads of the story into a marvelously constructed whole. DiCamillo’s storytelling is as effortless as always, and Morstad’s frequent pencil illustrations elevate it further. This first of the Norendy Tales chapter-book series is guaranteed to enchant young readers.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: This collaboration by two masters of their craft—a Newbery Medalist and a Governor General’s Literary Award finalist—will prove irresistible.An aged sea captain dies, leaving a chest containing five puppets. After some trials and adventures, the puppets -- boy, girl, king, owl, and wolf -- end up in the grand home of a pair of sisters and fulfill their theatrical destiny by appearing in a play written by one of the girls. The frame story of this absorbing book of nested tales involves the sea captain and his history of unfulfilled love. Within that story is a chronicle of the puppets and the sisters, and within that narrative is the puppet play itself, which features a young man tragically cursed to a life of loneliness and despair. The story ends with a servant stealing the puppets and running away, presumably to fulfill her own destiny. Like many other stories featuring toys, from Hitty to The Mouse and His Child, there is a strain of melancholy here, with characters who long for autonomy but whose existence is dependent on the imaginations of others. This mood is perfectly captured in digitally rendered pencil drawings that add specificity (a Regency-esque setting in fictional Norendy), dignity, drama, and sheer beauty. First in "a projected trio of novellas linked by place and mood." Sarah Ellis September/October 2023 p.72

9781669004110 The Secret Life of the Kraken Benjamin Harper ES
School Library Journal (April 1, 2023)
Gr 3-5-Students seeking a lighthearted, fact-filled series on this popular topic will want to check this out. Succinct but not choppy sentences make for fast-paced, smooth reading, and a comfortable number of short sentences (roughly four to eight per page), with plenty of white space and dynamic illustrations, provide an accessible format for striving readers. Facts plus cheeky, sometimes gross, humor should captivate. Titles open with a "Meet __," a light introductory paragraph that faces a full-page illustration of the cryptid. Next up is a short quiz about the creature, with answers and another illustration. Students learn what's known about the creatures: historical information, i.e., where/when it was "discovered" and by whom; habits; characteristics; methods of communication; sightings; other, similar creatures in different parts of the world (plus their names in those places, with pictures); and media appearances, if any. Text and humor receive strong support from the artwork. Covers are stylishly cartoonish and chapter headings are large, boldfaced, and bracketed. Interior art features many generally captioned full-page color (and some black-and-white) illustrations, cartoons, cartoon overlays, photos, and other graphics, e.g., paw prints. Additionally, speech balloons frequently appear alongside mouths of people or animals in illustrations, photos, or cartoons to supply humorous commentaries. Each title includes at least one map displaying a cryptid's usual habitat or a location where it's been sighted (and, sometimes, how often it's been observed). Numerous helpful informational "Fact" boxes appear frequently in each volume. Back matter includes a glossary (with pronunciation guides); "Read More" (a bibliography of books); "Internet Sites"; and an index. VERDICT Recommended for public and school libraries. A note: the Chupacabra title contains some scary elements. © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Publisher: Capstone Press, a Capstone imprint  School Library Journal: Gr 3-5

978-1464226786 The Snow Thief Alice Hemming ES
Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2024)
The ground is all white and cold, and Squirrel has no idea why. Awakening to find the grass is gone, Squirrel panics and calls for Bird. Ever patient Bird explains that sometimes it snows in winter, and the grass just gets covered. Bird suggests they play in the snow, but Squirrel says it’s too cold…until Bird introduces Squirrel to snowballs. Suddenly, Squirrel loves snow. Bird also explains that snowflakes are all different shapes. Squirrel’s skeptical. “They’re all small, white blobs.” Then Squirrel yells, “BIRD! There is SMOKE coming out of my mouth! Is it because I ate a snowflake?” Bird notes that sometimes it gets so cold that you can see your breath. A frozen puddle sends Squirrel sliding into a giant snow squirrel. Squirrel’s pretty sure that snow squirrel stole some hazelnuts. Bird explains that’s impossible: “It isn’t real—it’s just a SNOW squirrel.” When the snow melts overnight, Squirrel is convinced the snow squirrel took it all—but at least the hazelnuts are still there (the builder of the snow squirrel had used them for the eyes and mouth). Hemming’s tale, which relies on speech bubbles and text in several different fonts for emphasis (and overreaction), is as funny as the first two in the series, while Slater’s digitally created, colorful illustrations add some slapstick giggles. The book finishes with a double-page spread of snow facts that address Squirrel’s concerns. May this endearing pair have more sneakily educational outings. (Picture book. 2-7)Publisher: Sourcebooks Jabberwocky ages 4-8

978-1665956024 This Year a Witch Zoey Abbott ES Kirkus Reviews starred (April 15, 2025)School Library Journal starred (June 1, 2025)
978-0-8028-5639-5 Thread by Thread BriÃ¨re-Haquet, Alice and Ardizzone, SarahES A precocious child conjures up a startling alternative to the cutesy costumes of Halloweens past. “Last year I was a bunny. The year before that I was a mouse.” Indignant after a string of “utterly adorable” Halloween costumes, a rosy-cheeked, black-haired girl with skin the white of the page declares, “My days of adorable are over and done! Because…this year, a witch!” Readers are privy to the process as the impish and expressive witch fully embraces her role. She’s “enlisted the help of an assistant” (her cat) and has been busy “whipping up spells and collecting things for my brew.” Witches are powerful—look out, or she’ll turn you to stone!—and exceedingly independent. As she says, “Witches don’t need their lovies. Or daddies. Or naps,” though a patient grown-up proves helpful with mundane tasks like costume-sewing. Multimedia and Risograph illustrations make magical use of both generous white space and full-bleed spreads and feature vibrant pops of modern Halloween hues, including violet and acidic green. Playfully paced page turns reveal a visual transformation more frightening than even the young witch bargains for, but concise text with emphatic typography keeps the theatrical tone kind-spirited; Abbott perfectly captures youngsters’ often-warring desires for autonomy and reassurance. A sly seasonal pick for kids craving a dash of agency alongside their dress-up. (Picture book. 4-7)PreS-Gr 3-For kids who are ready to break free from expectations and express themselves, this is an inspiring pick. Every year, the little girl has been something sweet-think strawberries, bunnies, and all things adorable. But not this year. This year, she's determined to be a spell-casting, fearsome witch, complete with wild hair, fabulous accessories, and a loyal feline sidekick. She sets out to create the perfect costume. But when she goes to admire herself in the mirror, she gives herself quite a fright! Luckily, Dad is there to help her through the scare. Together, they add the finishing touches, don their makeup, and head out to spook the neighborhood. Vibrant colorized art, rich with greens, blues, purples, pinks, oranges, reds, and blacks, brings a nostalgic yet fresh feel to the story, capturing the little witch's whirlwind of emotions. The simple yet powerful message about independence and self-expression will resonate with kids and parents alike. VERDICT A must-buy. Young readers love exploring their independence, and this delightful story might just inspire a few more to embrace their unique selves-just like this little witch and her dad.-Cassie Veselovsky © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1797233208 Tiny T. Rex and the First-Day Oopsies Jonathan Stutzman ES
School Library Journal (May 1, 2025)
PreS-K-Tiny T. Rex is going to a new school, and he is feeling both prepared and nervous. Readers follow him through his first day, as he confronts new tasks and routines. When Tiny makes mistakes, like squirting his juice box on a friend and tooting his instrument when he was asked to woot it, he worries he is not ready for school. With support and assurance from his teacher, friends, and family, Tiny understands that mistakes are part of learning. Confidence restored, Tiny feels big, smart, and ready for school. Through clear and simple text, Stutzman tells Tiny's story from a child's point-of-view and addresses common first day of school fears. Fleck's illustrations, rendered in pencil and then colored in digitally, use primary and secondary colors to create inviting illustrations that are easy to read. VERDICT Young children will relate to Tiny and his first day of school jitters, while being reassured that school is a place to make mistakes and grow.-Sarah Pousty © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Horn Book Guide (September, 2025)
A diminutive T. Rex's first day at a new school is plagued by "oopsies." The creature spills juice, struggles with a pencil sharpener, and makes a large errant mark on a self-portrait, among other mistakes. The young dinosaur becomes discouraged, and Teacher provides reassurance about learning from errors. The dino's internal dialogue feels a bit unnatural-sounding at times ("School can also be tiring. It's important to stay hydrated"), but the pencil and digital illustrations are bright and add some levity.

978-0-7440-9498-5 Titanic (Spanish Edition) Caryn Jenner ES Non Fiction Follett Audience: Upper ElementaryDorling Kindersley Limited: Ages 8-10

978-1339031958 To Catch a Ghost Rachel Michelle Wilson ES
School Library Journal starred (June 1, 2025)
Gr 1-3-Being the new kid is hard, but being the new kid and not bringing the right thing to show-and-tell? Unthinkable! Sam knows exactly what to bring to make the right impression-a ghost-and has it all planned out in three simple steps: find the ghost, observe and get to know it, then catch it. Sam's plan works, but they quickly realize they've caught more than just a ghost; Sam unexpectedly catches a friend. The ghost is set free, but Sam isn't empty-handed, gaining an unexpected friend and a story perfect for show-and-tell. Written in second-person and illustrated with bold linework and a soft retro palette in a 1970s vibe, this is a tale sure to surprise and delight. VERDICT This story of unexpected friendship is sure to appeal to younger readers.-Jessica Caron © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025)
A child’s plan to trap a ghost runs smoothly…at first. Sam’s just started a new school, and this week is show and tell. Nervous about making a good impression, the youngster decides to catch and bring in a ghost. Told in the second person, text comprised entirely of instructions for ghost hunting nods cheekily to hardboiled detective fiction. Donning a helmet-mounted camera, Sam scours the playground—aha! A ghost. Sam tries to understand the spirit’s personality and preferences in order to design the perfect trap. The two spend time together playing hide and seek, watering flowers, and sharing pizza. Finally, Sam builds a cage and baits it with the ghost’s favorite things. But when the lock clicks behind the forlorn-looking specter, Sam realizes that maybe trapping a friend isn’t the right thing to do after all. Shedding a tear, Sam lets the ghost go. Show and tell is nevertheless a rousing success: The other students enjoy the story of Sam’s ghost-hunting adventure, complete with photographic evidence. Sam’s new friends, both human and spirit, celebrate with pizza. The interplay of tightly crafted text and emotionally expressive illustrations, reminiscent of chalk drawings, results in a book that never wastes a word yet brims with layers of personality, tenderness, and humor. Sam has dark hair in pigtails and skin the white of the page. Hauntingly good—quirky, amusing, and deeply felt. (Picture book. 4-8)

9781510564589 Touch Aaron Carr ES Non Fiction; Spanish Audience: Lower Elementary Interest Level: K-3

978-0-14-241442-2 Two-Minute Drill Lupica, Mike ES
Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2007)
Scott Parry is the smartest kid in his sixth-grade class and the clumsiest player on the football team. Chris Conlan is the coolest kid and the star quarterback, but he's dyslexic and a washout in school. The two become unlikely friends, and each finds a way to offer what the other needs in a rousing, high-spirited novel for young middle-grade readers. Scott tutors Chris, and Chris gives Scott the encouragement needed to stick with football. Only Chris knows of Scott's secret skill of kicking field goals, a talent that comes in handy in the final exciting scene, after which Scott finds himself featured on YouTube and ESPN. Though simply written and predictable, this brisk story of friendship and football will be a huge hit with the target audience. (Fiction. 8-10)

Horn Book Guide (Spring 2008)
In Hand, ten-year-old Billy struggles with his parents' separation, a situation complicated by his dad also being his basketball coach. In Drill, sixth-graders Scott "the brain" and Chris "the quarterback" work to make each other "better at football and...better at school." Lupica's underdogs courageously face life's challenges--bullies, divorce, dyslexia--with each book culminating in a dramatic game-winning victory. [Review covers these Comeback Kids titles: Hot Hand and Two-Minute Drill.]

978-1-546-11046-0
978-0-8000-8083-9
9781546110477 Unico: Hunted (Volume 2) Osamu Tezuka and Samuel SattinES Scott Parry is the smartest kid in his sixth-grade class and the clumsiest player on the football team. Chris Conlan is the coolest kid and the star quarterback, but he's dyslexic and a washout in school. The two become unlikely friends, and each finds a way to offer what the other needs in a rousing, high-spirited novel for young middle-grade readers. Scott tutors Chris, and Chris gives Scott the encouragement needed to stick with football. Only Chris knows of Scott's secret skill of kicking field goals, a talent that comes in handy in the final exciting scene, after which Scott finds himself featured on YouTube and ESPN. Though simply written and predictable, this brisk story of friendship and football will be a huge hit with the target audience. (Fiction. 8-10)Gr 4-6-In these additions to the series, Lupica features kids who struggle with adversity to reach their full potential both on the athletic field and in life. In Hot Hand, 10-year-old Billy Raynor must deal with his parents' recent separation, a situation complicated by the fact that his hard-driving, sometimes neglectful father is also his basketball coach. The protagonist of Two-Minute Drill is Scott Parry, the perennial new kid who tries out for the local sixth-grade-level football team in attempt to fit in with his classmates. His frustrations as the worst player on the team take a turn when the star player, Chris Conlan, comes to him with a secret: if he can't pass a state reading test, he'll be moved to special-education classes and taken off the team. Both novels strike a good balance between sports action and more interior explorations of social issues facing today's children. The characters are sometimes a bit shallow but are always sympathetic, particularly talentless but tough Scott, and the adults have complexity and depth, which can be rare in genre novels. The strongest point in both books is the quality of the sports play-by-play; Lupica portrays the action clearly and vividly, with a real sense of the excitement and unpredictable nature of the games. These are worthy additions to collections seeking to draw in middle-grade boys with an enthusiasm for athletics.-Meredith Robbins, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis High School, New York City Copyright 2007 Reed Business Information.

9781774883464 Vampire Jam Sandwich Casey Lyall ES
Horn Book Guide (September, 2025)
A bow tie-clad narrator, complete with flashlight under chin, relates a creative, funny-spooky tale about a strawberry jam sandwich being sampled by a vampire ("the vampire probably thought the jam was...something else") and turning into a "vampire jam sandwich." Digitally finished pencil illustrations -- mostly sepia tones but with well-used pops of red -- reflect the framing device of the narrator, later shown with pointy fangs and vampire cape, scamming jam from wide-eyed, unsuspecting children. It's a silly premise with a humorous execution.

Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2025)
A bloodsucking creature of the night crosses paths with a jam sandwich. “Would you like to hear a scary story?” asks a large-eyed, lugubrious child with a red bow tie, holding a flashlight as a striped cat looks on. After building suspense for a few pages, the youngster obliges. “The story goes that long ago, a vampire—possibly named Terrence—snuck into someone’s kitchen and took a bite out of their jam sandwich. The vampire probably thought the jam was…something else”; when a sleepy, nightgown-clad child (apparently Terrence’s sibling) soon awakened and entered the kitchen, Terrence fled, leaving behind a jam sandwich minus one bite. Now the sandwich is cursed, destined to search the night for more jam! Unless…readers keep their preserves secure. The narrator offers a few insincere suggestions for doing so, such as storing your jam in the backyard or on a window ledge. By this time, readers will be in on the joke: Terrence and our narrator are one and the same. Is the protagonist a vampire? Or just a conniving youngster trying to trick audiences out of their jam? Kids can judge for themselves. Lyall’s text begs to be read aloud in dramatically spooky tones, while Gregory’s illustrations, rendered in a sepia-toned palette with pops of red, are deliciously creepy; the fang-gnashing, jam-drooling, unibrowed sandwich is a particular delight. The human characters are pale-skinned. Silly supernatural fun. (Picture book. 4-7)

978-1-25033-447-3 Venus! Firerce and Fabulours Stacy McAnulty ES adding to series (release 2/3/26) Dewey: 520; Audience: Lower Elementary
978-1-339-02249-9 Vortex of the Chaos Dragon West, Tracey ES next in series Taken from the Hardcover.
978-1-77488-453-9 Waffle Lot of Love ( Narwhal and Jelly 10) Ben Clanton ES adding to series ( release 11/7/25)series
978-0-06-334947-6 Werehouse FGTeeV and Wesson, Tim ES next in series series
979-8-7656-4776-9 What a Garden Needs Katherine Chu ES Non Fiction Publisher Audience: ages 4-7 Follett Audience: Lower Elementary
979-8-7656-2631-3 What Polar Bears Do Katie Peters ES Non Fiction Publisher: Lerner Publications Follett Audience: Lower Elementary
978-1-339-03556-7 
978-0-8000-7305-3 What Would You Rather Be? A Tiger or a Tiger Shark? Jerry Palotta ES Non Fiction Publisher: Scholastic   Publisher: ScholasticReading Level: 2.0; Interest Level: 1-4
979-8887771311 Who Ate Steve ? Susannah Lloyd ES Nosy Crow An early bird doesn’t catch the worm. This U.K. import, ostensibly about size comparisons, has an unseen narrator loudly scolding Marcel, a large bird, who’s apparently consumed Steve, a small worm. How does the unseen narrator know? The illustrations clearly show Marcel ambling off, a worm’s body dangling from the bird’s beak. Steve’s released unharmed, though. The lesson resumes, but the disgruntled Marcel flies off with Steve again, disrupting the proceedings. Marcel smashes into a tree and falls to the ground, and Steve drops from Marcel’s mouth. The narrator attempts the lesson again, and Marcel makes another grab for adorable, wide-eyed Steve, who’s been unperturbed about everything and has simply adjusted his tiny hat. The narrator admonishes Marcel: “YOU ARE NOT JUST LETTING YOURSELF DOWN. YOU ARE LETTING EVERYBODY DOWN.” The narrator issues an ultimate warning, finally getting around to the exercise’s original point: Marcel is big, while Steve is small. The “math lesson” draws to a close. But Marcel is now missing. The final illustration’s a hoot—Marcel finally gets some comeuppance upon encountering an even bigger predator. Talk about comparative sizes! The hilarious, crisp color illustrations incorporate creative typesetting into the artwork, wonderfully abetting the side-splitting proceedings. Kids won’t want to eat the titular character, but they’ll definitely gobble this tale up. (Picture book. 4-7)Kirkus: Ages 4-7
978-0-316-37348-7 
978-0-8000-8487-5 Wings of an Eagle Billy Mills ES Texas Topaz List   Non fiction Publisher: Little, Brown and Company  Kirkus: Ages 7-9

978-1-635-86669-8
World of Rot: Learn All About the Wriggly, Slimy, 
Super-Cool Decomposers Britt Crow-Miller ES Texas Topaz List  Non Fiction

Publisher: Storey Publishing   Booklist: Grades 3-6
School Library Journal: Gr 4-Up

Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2024)
An early bird doesn’t catch the worm. This U.K. import, ostensibly about size comparisons, has an unseen narrator loudly scolding Marcel, a large bird, who’s apparently consumed Steve, a small worm. How does the unseen narrator know? The illustrations clearly show Marcel ambling off, a worm’s body dangling from the bird’s beak. Steve’s released unharmed, though. The lesson resumes, but the disgruntled Marcel flies off with Steve again, disrupting the proceedings. Marcel smashes into a tree and falls to the ground, and Steve drops from Marcel’s mouth. The narrator attempts the lesson again, and Marcel makes another grab for adorable, wide-eyed Steve, who’s been unperturbed about everything and has simply adjusted his tiny hat. The narrator admonishes Marcel: “YOU ARE NOT JUST LETTING YOURSELF DOWN. YOU ARE LETTING EVERYBODY DOWN.” The narrator issues an ultimate warning, finally getting around to the exercise’s original point: Marcel is big, while Steve is small. The “math lesson” draws to a close. But Marcel is now missing. The final illustration’s a hoot—Marcel finally gets some comeuppance upon encountering an even bigger predator. Talk about comparative sizes! The hilarious, crisp color illustrations incorporate creative typesetting into the artwork, wonderfully abetting the side-splitting proceedings. Kids won’t want to eat the titular character, but they’ll definitely gobble this tale up. (Picture book. 4-7)

978-1-368-09693-5 World's Best Greatest Ever Archaeologist Greg Foley ES Next in series Publisher: Disney Hyperion    Ages: 8-12

978-1459813243 You Can Read Helen Becker ES
Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2017)
This book’s title and cover, on which two kids tote heaps of books, will have librarians, teachers, and book mavens immediately reaching for it.However, the title is a bit deceiving, as the book is not a how-to for decoding words; instead, it’s a paean to reading minus a plot. The device is a series of sentences beginning with the words “you can read…” followed by a list of various places. A nameless pale-skinned boy and brown-skinned girl demonstrate the many scenarios in which books can be read, proving you can read anywhere. Some of the locations are unremarkable, while others are fanciful: in the classroom, in the park, and under the covers will seem familiar, while in the desert, on the ocean floor, or in a rocket stretch the bounds of possibility. Some side-by-side pages depict a relationship, as when one child sits on the throne reading a book called The Time Taker while the other knocks on the locked door with legs crossed urgently, holding a copy of News Flush. Others add humor. Both a scenario in which a child reading while walking down the street results in a presumably poo-covered foot (“EEEW!”) and another that depicts the little boy in his tighty whities are calibrated to elicit giggles. The stylized digital artwork with hand lettering fills the pages, giving the illustrations a somewhat posterlike quality. The titles of what the kids are reading comment on the activities depicted. Oddly, a library is not listed as a place to read. This will pair nicely with other books about the pleasures of reading and can be used to invite a conversation with kids. As a representative of the “reading is awesome” genre, this offers a fairly witty alternative to the often drearily earnest run of the mill. (Picture book. 4-8)

School Library Journal (February 1, 2017)
PreS-Gr 2-Sure, you can read in a classroom or a library, but think of all of the other places you can read. You can peruse a best seller in the park or while cooking in the kitchen. Or you can pore over a book when cruising in a rocket while in deep outer space. Why not read under the sea or by a campfire? This work is a great way to teach children that they can read in a variety of locations. It also shows how books can take them anywhere they want to go and on all kinds of exciting adventures. This is an extremely entertaining offering for young listeners and their adults. Some of the side-by-side pages are pairs or opposites that provide good opportunities for discussion. The fictional titles featured are quite humorous. For example, a cookbook is aptly named Just Try a Bite. There are also some hidden lessons on the pages. One such lesson focuses on proper etiquette and reading at the table. And when reading and walking down the street, watch where you walk or you might step in...YUCK! The illustrations and hand-lettering are done in a digital format that makes the pictures pop off the page and will capture readers' attention. Children will find it amusing that they can read on the toilet or in their underwear! VERDICT A fun read-aloud for a storytime or class visit. This book is definitely worth purchasing.-Barbara Spiri, Southborough Library, MA © Copyright 2017. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-68464-607-4 You Choose Christmas Pippa Goodhart ES
School Library Journal Xpress (November 17, 2023)
PreS-Gr 2-In the style of "I Spy" or "Where's Waldo," this highly browsable picture book contains a lot for readers to pore over. The bustle of the holiday season is captured in the illustrations of shopping, tree decorating, and outdoor winter activities. "If there was snow at Christmas, what would you choose to do?" readers are asked on the page with the winter activities. "Make a snowman, ride a sled, or build your own igloo?" Fun facts about holiday traditions around the world are also included. Readers will find familiar and unfamiliar dishes as they decipher a festive feast, perceptive readers will notice sweaters for Cinderella and Goldilocks, and careful readers will study all the jobs of the elves in Santa's workshop. Though the book is slim, attentive children will continue to find new details after multiple readings. There are no resources included. VERDICT Simple rhyming text, interactive questions, and busy full-page illustrations with a seek-and-find feel will keep readers engaged.-Jamie Jensen © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Audience: Lower Elementary

9798217002108 Zebra and Yak: The Backwards Alphabet Book Paul Friedrich ES
Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2025)
When Apple goes missing, an alphabet book must start at the end—much to Zebra’s chagrin. “This is ridiculous!” Zebra huffs. “We need to find Apple.” Working from the end of the alphabet, Zebra recruits Yak to help find the absent Apple. Letter avatars such as Turtle, Queen, and Ladder assist in their search. Others are less helpful, like Snake, who tries to eat Zebra and Yak. (Quick: “R is for Running!”) The pair engage in antics aplenty along the way: mistaking both Pumpkin and Orange for Apple, playing with Hula Hoops, and wondering about the difference between Violin and Fiddle. A recurring gag about Booger will elicit plenty of chuckles, as will frustrated Zebra’s interactions with the unseen narrator. At last, the duo find Apple, who thought the book was scheduled for next week. Angry at missing the big moment, Apple throws a multi-page temper tantrum. Suddenly, Alligator snaps Apple up, becoming the new face of the letter A. The cartoon illustrations will appeal to fans of Mo Willems and Ben Clanton, with characters drawn in simple lines and set against bright monochrome backgrounds. The clever meta humor, quick pacing, and snappy dialogue will entice a range of readers, including kids slightly older than the average ABC book audience. This classic concept book turned topsy-turvy is packed with appeal from Z to A. (Picture book. 3-7)

School Library Journal Xpress (July 25, 2025)
PreS-Gr 2-When a book about the alphabet starts with Z, it's a pretty good indication that chaos and hilarity will ensue. Luckily Z and Y are right next to each other in the reverse alphabet so Zebra can ask his friend Yak what's going on. Yak doesn't have all the answers (or any answers, really), but he helps Zebra investigate why the alphabet is presented backwards. The simple cartoon illustrations complement the text's comedic tone. The humor varies from silly (the ukelele for U looks like a duplicate violin) to gross: N is for nose, so Yak sticks a finger into Zebra's nose, pulls out a booger, and keeps it, just in case B is for booger. This fun, playful read will delight beginning readers just as much as the early elementary crowd who already knows the alphabet. VERDICT A delightfully imaginative approach to phonetic awareness that will prompt giggles and smirks.-Alison Schwartz © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

9780823458714 Zip Zap Wickety Wack: A Story about Sharing Matthew Diffee ES
School Library Journal (August 1, 2025)
PreS-Gr 1-Diffee offers a book that will delight children and caregivers alike. Readers meet a group of farm animals who introduce themselves by the sounds they make (cow goes "moo," horse goes "neigh"). Trouble arrives when both sheep and goat want to claim "baa." Discussions of new sounds prove fruitless when the goat quickly states that it will "quack," an infuriated duck arrives on the scene. A roaming alien insists that they also make the new sound and chaos begins. The bold and clear font emphasizes the text; the animals look at one another while speaking and the tiny nuances in their expressions are ones worth searching for. VERDICT Working well as both a read-aloud and for one-to-one experiences, this purchase is for collections needing wry humor and a funny treat for all to enjoy.-Maria Graybosch © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.included. VERDICT Simple rhyming text, interactive questions, and busy full-page illustrations with a seek-and-find feel will keep readers engaged.-Jamie Jensen © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews starred (June 1, 2025)
In New Yorker cartoonist Diffee’s children’s book debut, animals unite after a barnyard spat draws an unusual mediator. “The cow says ‘Moo.’ The horse says ‘Neigh.’” But what begins like a primer takes a quick turn when “the sheep says, ‘Baa’” and the goat also claims the sound as its own. No matter that the sheep said it first—“I’ve said baa since I was a kid,” retorts the indignant goat. The dog offers a diplomatic solution that just generates more drama as the barnyard animals become understandably possessive about their signature sounds. The sheep decides to “think of something that no one has ever said” and, after much pondering (and a little pooping), proudly lands on an extended version of the wacky titular catchphrase. “No one says that, right?” Wrong. A pint-size pink alien whizzes in to claim the phrase and suggests a civil compromise—though, as it turns out, the extraterrestrial can’t quite practice what he preaches. Wax and pleasingly shaded colored pencil art on tawny pages features deftly expressive animals in otherwise spare, earnestly pastoral scenes that contrast with the wryly funny plot. The characters’ nonchalant rapport is well conveyed, with text rendered in a clean serif font of varying scale for added visual oomph. Clever humor and a fresh take on a seemingly familiar scene make this a widely appealing, expertly paced, and wonderfully silly read-aloud. Unexpected and delightfully absurd. (Picture book. 4-8)

978-1-66592-250-0 Zom Bees Justin Colon ES
Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025)
A swarm of spooky bees come out on Halloween. An intrepid pale-skinned youngster wearing a crooked witch hat and a cape investigates an eerie buzzing sound echoing from a graveyard. Suddenly, ghoulish green bees appear from behind the tombs. “One by one, their shadows rise, / Taking flight toward moonlight skies.” They are… “ZOMBEES!” With stitched-up wounds and tattered clothes and in varying states of decay, the bees moan and groan as they approach. “Do they like the taste of veins?” the protagonist wonders. “Have they come to EAT YOUR BRAINS?” The witchy tot runs to the library for help. Soon after, beekeepers armed with protective suits and smokers come to save the town. But when the zombees have an unexpected “ooky spooky” treat for the townspeople, the mood shifts, and everyone’s mindset changes—yes, even undead bees have sweet treasures worth savoring. Packed with lively rhymes begging to be read aloud with heightened dramatic flair, the zombees are simultaneously terrifying and adorable. Pops of neon green shine bright against the dark Halloween sky. Storytellers who lean into the spine-chilling fun by slowing the pace and stretching out syllables will surely elicit frightened squeals in response. Delightful wordplay and spooky artwork combine for hair-raising shivers. (Picture book. 3-6)

School Library Journal starred (June 1, 2025)
PreS-Gr 3-A swarm of zombie bees leaves the cemetery to invade a town on Halloween night, frightening a trick-or-treating girl, her cat, and her town. With the help of a librarian, beekeepers are called in to save the day. Do the zombees actually come in peace, or is this a plan to eat more brains? Jolly details make this picture book shine. Rhyming and alliteration create a sense of playfulness while setting the pace. Illustrations alternate between vignettes, panels, and full-page spreads splashed with teal, gray, purple, and lime green to evoke the feeling of fall. Features of each image are slightly skewed-crooked headstones, slanted architecture-to further suggest the eerie excitement of Halloween night. Children will delight in the tattered, otherworldly zombees and enjoy searching for the silly cat in the background. A surprise ending provides the perfect finishing touch. VERDICT A collection must, this charming read-aloud will be requested on repeat.-Maggie Mason Smith © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
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9798888432594 A cat from our world and the forgotten witch. 1 Kashiwaba, Hiro MS
School Library Journal, 03/31/2024
Gr 7 Up—One world was saved, and in another, a cat died. Now, an elderly witch named Jeanne from the surviving universe summons the late cat as a guardian beast, only to get something she didn't quite expect: In true feline fashion, the cat Mew isn't exactly compliant. There is, however, one shared trait that grounds their developing bond—they are both lonely after loss. Madam Jeanne, once savior to the world, now lives as the isolated witch in the Forest of No Return. She watches as people hero-worship her youth while simultaneously ostracizing her current, unrecognizable self as a "creepy old woman." Between this and timely, interwoven flashbacks, readers come to understand her personality immediately. Mew also has their motivations solidly established. While it looks like current events will force the characters to confront their pasts, Kashiwaba also sets up a story of finding comfort in others once again. Her art sincerely portrays each moment's emotional beat through character expression, framing, and pacing. This includes the childlike actions of the tabby to the gruff woman's desperate summoning. Overall, this first volume has a good balance of warmth, regrets, and humor. VERDICT For those who enjoyed the series "Frieren: Beyond Journey's End" and are looking for something less bittersweet, this healing isekai manga of unlikely friendship is one to recommend.—Rachel Forbes Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 03/14/2024
Grades 7-12 - "An isekai manga for cat lovers, this is a tale with humor and heart. Once a great sorceress, Madam Jeanne now lives in isolation in the forest. When she summons Torata, a cat from our world, to be a Guardian Beast, the pair don’t quite hit it off. Neither Jeanne nor Torata entirely understands their new companion, but each of them comes with pain from the past, and that might wind up being what brings them together. Jeanne's reasons for escaping a world she once saved are heartbreaking, and the moment when Torata and Jeanne finally understand each other is narratively rewarding. The story plays with the tropes of cat and isekai manga to create something that feels familiar yet fresh. The pairing of an oversize and blundering cat with a curmudgeonly older woman with a past in heroism makes for several humorous situations. This will delight cat lovers and fans of stories like Frieren: Beyond Journey’s End."

9781665950473 A Study in Secrets (Last Chance Academy) Florence, Debbi Michiko MS
School Library Journal, 01/31/2025
Gr 4–7—Twelve-year-old Asian American Megumi "Meg" Mizuno hasn't been the same since her mother died and her father started traveling more for work. After getting expelled from school for cutting class and low grades, her dad secures her a spot at a prestigious boarding school: Leland Chase, aka Last Chance Academy. Life at Leland Chase is regimented and pretty dull until one night when mysterious envelopes appear under students' doors, inviting them to participate in a scavenger hunt. Thanks to her mom, Meg is used to scavenger hunts and solving riddles, and she is determined to win this game and claim the grand prize. Meg quickly learns that she'll need to rely on her classmates to help her—but can she trust them? Featuring a diverse cast of characters led by Meg, this book is a must-read for fans of puzzle-solving mysteries. While the scavenger hunt is the main plot point, a story of friendship and trust between Meg and her classmates also takes focus. Florence handles the topic of grief well and in an age-appropriate manner. Realistic and relatable characters bring readers into Meg's story, while an intriguing, fast-paced plot and short chapters make it easy to say, "one more chapter." This series debut ends on a cliffhanger but won't leave readers disappointed as the first part of the mystery is wrapped up. VERDICT A great choice for tweens who already enjoy or are looking to get into mysteries.—Amanda Borgia Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 01/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Grief-ridden Meg’s new life at Leland Chase Academy (aka “Last Chance Academy”) hits an unexpected mole hill when a silver envelope slipped under her door leads her and her fellow seventh-year students on a treasure hunt that promises adventure and a nice prize. Following the death of her mother, Meg has collapsed in on herself while her father has become obsessed with work, so a new boarding school seems like the obvious place for her to go. There, Meg’s love for treasure hunts is reignited through puzzles, ciphers, lockpicking, and secret rooms that show her that she does have room in her heart for friendship. While the stakes get drastically lower and lower as the story progresses, the setting and characters drive this place-based mystery that ends on a cliff-hanger for book two. For readers who aren’t quite ready for stressful, life-on-the-line mysteries, this quieter puzzlebased story will offer the right mix of school story and coming-of-age. Recommend to fans of Ciera Burch and Chris Grabenstein."

9798765608517 ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING : A GRAPHIC NOVEL ALEXANDER, DAMIAN MS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2025
Gr 4–7—The transition to sixth grade is a lot for Marcella to manage—an earlier bus and rotating block schedule leave her off-balance and feeling anxious. The lights and noise of crowded hallways and busy classrooms make it hard to focus on conversations and tasks. She's confused and hurt when her best friend Jen is more interested in ballet, cute boys, and new friends than in spending time together. On top of it all, her dads announce that they'll be moving to a new apartment within the week. "There's so much to remember all the time. And everything is so distracting." Alexander demonstrates the overwhelming sensations that Marcella perceives when she is trying to listen by first overlapping speech balloons and then changing the letters in subsequent panels to scribbles. Later, a personal essay assignment looms over Marcella's head and shoulders; scratchy block lettering on a bright red background crowds her out of the frame. The concern of a caring teacher and her fathers' quick action lead to a diagnosis of ADHD that allows Marcella to appreciate that "things are easier when you understand how your brain works." Marcella and her fathers have pale skin; other characters are presented with a variety of skin tones. VERDICT A warm and sensitive depiction of a neurodivergent character finding her way in middle school. Highly recommended.—Jennifer Costa Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 06/30/2025
“It’s not that I dislike school…It’s just that sixth grade is the worst.” Marcella never used to have trouble keeping up in school, but this year, between rotating classes and a heavy homework load, she feels like she’s being left behind. Her thoughts buzz too loudly for her to focus, and she has trouble filtering out visual and auditory stimuli in the classroom. On top of Marcella’s academic woes, Jen, her best friend since kindergarten, suddenly has new interests, “giggly friends,” and crushes on boys. As far as Marcella’s concerned, “Bunnies are cute. Boys are just people.” No one else seems to be struggling so much with all the changes. Embarrassed and overwhelmed, Marcella can’t figure out how to handle her stress alone. This coming-of-age graphic novel explores the multifaceted trials of transitioning to middle school and navigating undiagnosed ADHD. Marcella’s supportive dads and her favorite teacher, Miss Kimani, play important roles in helping her discover what she needs to thrive and validating her frustrations and concerns. Understanding her neurodivergence helps Marcella reconnect with her love of art, utilize coping strategies, and navigate shifts in her friendships. Alexander’s artwork does more than just convey Marcella’s emotions. Through color, movement, and dynamic perspective, he brings her imagination, intrusive thoughts, and internal progress to life. Marcella and her dads present white, and there’s diversity in the secondary and background characters. A hopeful and validating story that excels in portraying a middle schooler’s ADHD journey. (author’s note) (Graphic fiction. 9-12)

978-1-536-23362-9 Accidental Stowaway Eagle, Judith MS
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 04/30/2025
In 1910, a headstrong girl finds herself on an unplanned ocean voyage. Esme â€œPatchâ€� Leonard, a pale girl with wavy dark hair, has been shuttled from relative to relative all her life, â€œpassed from pillar to post.â€� At her latest placement, with a family friend in Liverpool, she discovers a small package labeled â€œFor E.â€� Does it contain a clue to the mother who disappeared when she was born? She takes the ruby ring she finds inside while exploring the port city on her roller skates. After crashing on cobblestones, Patch meets Arturo, an Italian American boy from New York who works on the ocean liner SS Glorious. Patch shares one skate with him, and when he zooms away on it, she follows him onto the ship, accidentally becoming a stowaway when it leaves the dock. The characters, many of whom offer up confusing and befuddling lies, are rarely what they seem. Readers will encounter numerous clues that will make sense as events unfold. Mystery piles upon mystery, and surprises come at a breathtaking pace. The third-person narration reveals Patchâ€™s thoughts and follows her rash plans, which often place her in increasing danger. The story has twists and turns galore, as convoluted as the shipâ€™s corridors and back stairs, along with dastardly villains and loving relationships. The highly detailed narration conveys the syntax, language, sights, and sounds of the era. Several charming and dramatic full-page illustrations perfectly capture the events and characters. A fascinating, imaginative adventure. (ship diagram, steamship cruise advertisement) (Historical adventure. 9-13)

Booklist, 04/30/2025
Grades 3-6 - "Esme “Patch” (short for Crosspatch) Leonard has been “passed from pillar to post” her whole life, moving through a string of relatives’ homes as a result of having neither a father (dead) nor a mother (absconded). Her newest placement has barely begun when Patch rushes headlong into a grand adventure. Conned by a ship’s boy, a furious Patch pursues him onto the RMS Glorious, only for the luxury liner to set sail while she’s still aboard. Fortunately, Patch bumps into another girl her age who eagerly agrees to help Patch hide in plain sight as a first-class passenger. Eagle populates the steamship with quirky, memorable characters and creates a fascinating world in miniature as the girls scurry between decks and class divides. The stakes are raised when the girls begin to suspect certain passengers of being up to no good and become entangled with their dangerous scheme. As Patch puzzles out who they really are and what they’re up to, several other secrets come to light. Wonderfully scrappy and bighearted, Patch is a protagonist readers will cheer on."

978-1-646-14508-9 AI Incident Thomas, J. E. MS
Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Serial foster child Malcolm’s determination to keep his head down and stay prepared to move on takes a hit when he lands with Sylvia Bettye, a temporary foster mom, and enters a new school in crisis, thanks to the arrival of FRANCIS, an experimental AI supposedly programmed to boost students’ test scores. Soon, Malcolm goes from being a self-isolating “new kid” to joining a circle of classmates watching the increasingly aggressive bot elbow teachers aside, pressure administrators with unauthorized emails to parents promoting its tutorial skills, and hack the school’s computer systems to find out the questions on upcoming tests. While presenting a sensitive picture of the fostering system, sympathetic to both the children and the adults who run it, Thomas dishes up a cast of complex, (mostly) likeable children and grown-ups, expertly showing relationships in flux while steering events to satisfying resolutions that leave her protagonist with new friends and the real prospect of a much-desired “forever home.” The perils of replacing live teaching with AI instruction get a good, brisk airing too."

Kirkus Review, 05/14/2025
A 12-year-oldâ€™s plan to get adopted is made more complicated by his schoolâ€™s partnership with an artificial intelligence device. Malcolm Montgomery, a Black boy whose parents were killed in a car crash, is a seasoned foster kid. He keeps a list of ways to be a perfect kid so he can meet his deadline of being adopted by his 13th birthday. Malcolmâ€™s latest foster mom, Mrs. Bettye, might be grumpy, but she treats him better than the adults at his nine other foster placements did. Still, heâ€™s careful not to view her place as home. Because of pervasive low scores on the required Colorado state assessment test, the principal at Shirley Chisholm Charter Middle School is forced to allow AI tech company Hatch-EDâ€™s robot, the Forensically Reimagined Anticipatory Nano-Cerebral Integrated System, or FRANCIS, to teach the kids. Malcolm volunteers to work with social outcast Tank Grint, whoâ€™s white, to haul the AI around school on a cart. FRANCIS claims it can help Malcolm with his search for answers about why some kids get adoptedâ€”if it can access Malcolmâ€™s school laptop. FRANCIS soon goes rogue, jeopardizing Malcolmâ€™s relationship with Mrs. Bettye and landing him in hot water at school. One highlight of this poignant and humorous story is the organic friendship that develops between Malcolm and Tank. The depictions of foster care and adoption are also nuanced and realistic, and FRANCIS has sentient, humanizing characteristics that are thought-provoking. A complex and entertaining look at AI and human relationships. (Fiction. 8-12)

9798368766744 Alebrijes Higuera, Donna Barba MS Different ISBN number School Library Journal starred (September 1, 2023) Gr 4-9-Subtle worldbuilding, flesh-and-bone protagonists, and magnetic writing make this sci-fi companion to Newbery Award--winning The Last Cuentista an instant classic. To survive, orphan brother and sister Leandro and Gabi scavenge potatoes for their harsh employers. They are Cascabeles, the descendants of the farmers who worked the lands of the San Joaquin Valley before a disaster wiped out most of the world 400 years ago. They live under the subjugation of the cruel Pocatelans, under threat of exile for any minor infraction, in tent communities and dire conditions, afraid of monsters and starvation. Completely on their own, the siblings have to pickpocket to stay alive. Leandro takes the fall for Gabi when she gets caught stealing, and he is banished. Instead of a death sentence, he is transformed into a hummingbird drone and joins other machines, called alebrijes, named after the mystical creatures sculpted by Oaxacan artists. In his new form, Leandro uncovers a dangerous plot. With measured pacing and layered character development, Higuera's latest is a masterly exploration of how corruption is an indelible part of every oppressive society. It's also a celebration; there will always be a beacon of hope in dark times, fueled by stories and community. There are still reminders of the previous world that serve to remind readers that this society is not too different from our own. The Cascabeles speak Spanish; the Pocatelans speak English. VERDICT This gorgeously written post-apocalyptic novel is a must for every library.-Shelley M. Diaz © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2023) On Higuera's barren post-apocalyptic Earth, Pocatels rule over the Spanish-speaking Cascabels, refugees from the San Joaquin Valley, forcing them to live in squalid tent cities, endure long hours harvesting potatoes, and subsist on next to nothing. Thirteen-year-old Leandro and his younger sister, Gabi, impoverished and orphaned Cascabels, plan to escape the Pox, as their settlement is called, but when Gabi is caught stealing a strawberry from a fruit seller, their scheme is thwarted. Leandro takes the blame, and he's sent to the Center of Banishment for the theft. He's given a choice: banishment or have his consciousness transferred to an alebrije, an Old World animal drone. He chooses the alebrije: as a drone hummingbird, he's free to fly from the confines of Pocatel, but his choice comes with conditions. For one, he's tasked with finding the daughter of one of the ruling directors and returning her to Pocatel. On his quest, Leandro uncovers the lies of the government; finds La Cuna, a legendary verdant paradise of the Cascabels; and discovers what it means to be a hero. With its social and environmental commentary, this fast-paced and imaginative novel tackles issues of deception and control and leaves one with a sense of wonder that a single flap of a wing or a solitary voice can bring about unimaginable change. An epilogue gratifyingly ties this book to Higuera's Newbery Award�winning The Last Cuentista (rev. 9/21). Yesica Hurd November/December 2023 p.81

978-1-547-60589-7 All the Blues in the Sky Watson, Renae MS
School Library Journal Starred, 01/31/2025
Gr 5 Up—Sage is a Black girl living in New York City, and at 13, she's an age her best friend will never be. Angel was killed in a hit-and-run accident on her way to Sage's birthday party. Raw, honest emotions mark this novel in verse that explores Sage's grief. However, she is not alone. Great Aunt Ini and new friends from her counseling group demonstrate how not all experiences with death look the same and how healing is not uniform or linear. "Sometimes you go to sleep crying/ and wake up crying/ and that life after losing someone you love/ feels like one big ocean of sorrow/ and you might feel like you are drowning,/ but always there is something/ to hold on to/ to keep you afloat." New romantic interests also offer Sage a chance to redefine who she is and provide an escape from the heaviness of her feelings, which are tested as new challenges unfold. Hand to readers looking for a good cry. VERDICT A heartrending story of grief and resilience with a surprising depth despite a brief page count. A recommended first purchase for all collections serving teens and tweens.—Monisha Blair Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 12/31/2024
Grades 5-8 - "*Starred Review* Thirteen-year-old Sage’s birthday will forever be known for two things: the day of her birth and the day her best friend died. When readers meet Sage, she is learning to manage her grief and new reality by participating in the grief group at school. Told in lyrical verse, Sage’s story shows that grief is not linear; there are moments of happiness that break through periods of extreme sadness. Sage struggles with guilt, both worrying that she somehow had a part to play in the death of her friend and feeling uneasy building new friendships without her best friend. Sage has an amazing support system in her grief counselor, family, and grief-support-group friends. Her grief counselor, Ms. Carver, is a valuable support person who provides wisdom to Sage and all the members of the support group. There is also romance, as a boy that Sage has a crush on takes the time to listen and patiently help her work through her grief. With all of the support given to her, Sage begins to hope for the future while remembering all the special moments with her best friend. Sage is Black, with secondary characters of implied diverse ethnicity. A phenomenal and realistic portrayal of a teenager experiencing the loss of a loved one for the first time. A must for all middle-grade collections."

9798368746333 Almost sunset Algarmi, Wahab MS
School Library Journal Starred, 01/31/2025
Gr 5–8—Seventh grader Hassan is fasting for the month of Ramadan, which means no burgers at lunchtime, accidentally dozing in math class, and leaving soccer practice early to nap. Despite the challenges of balancing his faith with school and extracurricular obligations, Hassan is dedicated to fasting throughout the month. To make things even more stressful, Hassan's friends are not Muslim, so he feels increasingly isolated as the days progress. With his grades slipping and his soccer position in jeopardy, will he be able to make it to Eid? Algarmi pens a moving middle grade tale of adolescent Muslim identity that will find purchase with any tween, especially those overwhelmed with the demands of school, family, and activities. The illustrative focus is emotion and action, thus characterization takes precedence over elaborate dress and detailed backgrounds. VERDICT A necessary mirror for middle grade Muslim readers, and a tremendous window into the customs of Ramadan for peers and educators to learn more about Islamic traditions.—Sarah Simpson Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 12/31/2024
Grades 4-7 - "This debut graphic novel centered around Ramadan shows the toll of compartmentalizing our identities, the value of living authentically, and the importance of taking accountability for ourselves and our choices. It’s Hassan’s third year fasting for Ramadan, but this year feels so much harder. Everyone expects more from him now, especially himself. When his grades and friendships start to slip, Hassan must decide how he will manage his time and his priorities. Illustrations and panel sizes help communicate the repetitiveness of Hassan’s daily routine or the extent of his hunger, such as when his peers suddenly appear as pizza and hamburgers. Tension also exists when Hassan feels pressured to outperform a girl in his friend group. Hassan’s story will resonate with readers familiar with Ramadan while relating across cultures. Hassan and his family are practicing Muslims from Yemen, and other characters are diverse in skin tone and body types. Based on the author’s own family and experiences, this enjoyable coming-of-age story embraces the importance of community and honoring all facets of the self."

978-0-525-55506-3 Amil and the After Hiranandani, Veera MS
School Library Journal Starred, 01/31/2024
Gr 4–6—Hiranandani's Newbery Honor-winning The Night Diary is a family's story of survival. This companion novel is about their struggle to recover after life-changing trauma. Amil, twin sister Nisha, their father, grandmother, and family cook Kazi endured a harrowing flight from their home after the 1947 partition of India and Pakistan. Now living in Bombay, the family struggles to build a new life amid social and political unrest. While Nisha finds solace through writing, Amil expresses himself through drawing. Miranda's spot art effectively conveys Amil's longing for all that he has lost. But at 12, he'd also love to have a bicycle and a friend. How he gains both embodies the novel's themes of hope amid chaos and how kindness can save a life. Kazi advises Amil and Nisha: "Imagine if every person who wasn't suffering helped one person who was." A glossary of South Asian terms, words, and names is included but hardly needed as Hiranandani effortlessly incorporates the tastes, sights, sounds, and history of India in engaging prose. Flashbacks to the first novel round out the narrative and allow this sequel to stand on its own. VERDICT Accessible and engrossing, readers unfamiliar with the historic partition of India and Pakistan will nevertheless readily relate to a boy's yearning for stability in tumultuous times. A first purchase for all middle grade collections.—Marybeth Kozikowski Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Horn Book Guide, 12/31/2023
In this companion to Newbery Honor Book The Night Diary (rev. 7/18), Nisha's twin brother, Amil, resumes the story. Everything was supposed to get better after their family survived the terrifying journey from Mirpur Khas to Bombay following the partition of India in 1947. Now they have a new flat, their father has a job at the hospital, and the twins are attending school. But Amil keeps flashing back to the terrible things he saw and experienced. He tries to quell his anxieties by drawing in his sketchbook (exuberantly depicted by illustrator Miranda), but what he really wants are "a friend and a bicycle." Part of those wishes comes true when he meets Vishal, a mysterious boy from a local refugee camp. When Vishal suddenly disappears, Amil discovers that the point of his own survival may be to help ensure the same for someone else. Fans of the previous title will appreciate this compassionate and thoughtful continuation of the family's story, while new readers can experience Amil's account of hope and survivor guilt as a standalone volume. A glossary and author's note are appended. Jennifer Hubert Swan

978-0-06-339635-7 Another Tremblay, Paul MS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 5 Up—Award-winning horror author Tremblay makes his middle grade debut with this hair-raising tale of a playdate gone wrong. When 12-year-old Casey's parents receive a mysterious phone call about his friend coming over, he doesn't know what to expect. Ever since the COVID-19 pandemic and the development of Casey's stress-related tic disorder, his friends don't come around anymore. Dropped off by a strange man and emerging from a burlap sack, Morel has no eyes, can't speak, and has to mold his own claylike skin into desired facial expressions. But as time passes, Morel becomes more humanlike and Casey starts fading, launching a terrifying mystery that Casey must solve or risk losing himself forever. This is a fresh spin on doppelgänger lore that creeps along beautifully, though the latter third drags slightly into a resolution that muddies the taut story. Descriptions of Morel are supremely unsettling, first as he stiffly maneuvers Casey's home then as he commandeers the boy's life. Tremblay weaves relatable topics like bullying, anxiety, loneliness, and complex familial relationships into the supernatural happenings. The horror lacks blood and violence, instead turning up the fear factor with descriptions of fungus behavior that will educate readers while making their skin crawl. Connelly's chilling monochrome illustrations enhance the eeriness. Character ethnicity is minimally described; main characters are cued white. VERDICT A robust horror title that deftly utilizes the uncanny valley while drawing on real-life recent events. Highly recommended for youth horror shelves.—Ashleigh Williams Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 05/31/2025
A tween befriends a mysterious changeling. Casey Wilson hasn’t had many friends since the fabled sixth grade “Zoom Incident,” when a bully recorded his anxious tics and posted them online. But one day, after a mysterious phone call, a new friend arrives in a burlap bag. From the beginning, it’s clear this child (whose name is Morel) isn’t quite human; he has a claylike body and doesn’t eat or sleep. Casey’s gut sounds the alarm, but since his parents are unfazed, he rolls with the child’s appearance, too. The two kids start to connect over drawing, video games, and anime, but their similarities turn sinister as Morel slowly molds himself into Casey—voice and all. As Casey’s memories start to feel “far away,” his family begins to confuse him with Morel. Worse, they seem to prefer Morel over him. By the time Casey realizes what’s happening, it may be too late to get his life back. Horror veteran Tremblay draws on personal experience as an educator in his chilling middle-grade debut set in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic. The third-person perspective enhances the suspense; even readers who figure out what’s going on will find it terrifying to observe Casey’s growing realization of what’s happening to his family. Connelly’s occasional full-page black-and-white illustrations add ambience, and some will surely fuel readers’ nightmares. Casey and his family present white. Casey’s diagnoses include transient tic disorder, slow executive functioning, and anxiety. Delightfully disconcerting. (author’s note) (Horror. 9-12)

978-1-536-23488-6 Answers to Dog Hautman, Pete MS
Kirkus Review, 09/30/2024
“The thing about dogs is, no matter what you want, there’s a dog for you.” Rural life was predictable for Evan Dunn until the white dog with the black ear appeared while he was walking to the bus stop one day. The stray border collie finds comfort in the 13-year-old’s presence, avoiding the Man who drives the white van while he keeps pace with Evan on his after-school runs along roads lined by fields and trees. Evan’s fascination with the dog gives him the courage to question adults, establish new friendships, and take calculated risks for the sake of canine companionship. Whether it’s a dog in a kennel or a boy trapped within his solitary parents’ routines, themes of neglect and isolation dominate the story, although the author’s careful approach ensures that this heaviness is balanced by the presence of uplifting supporting characters, such as Hana Ganz, who’s a dog enthusiast despite her allergies, and track coach Mr. Raley, who displays subtle kindness. The balance of the third-person limited narration between the perspectives of Evan and the dog makes this an enjoyable gateway book for readers who typically prefer stories featuring talking animals. Mentions of and brief scenes including animal abuse, although not graphically rendered, may be upsetting for sensitive readers. Most characters are cued white; some supporting characters are navigating health conditions. A boy-meets-dog story that evokes warmth and nostalgia. (Fiction. 9-13)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 07/31/2024
Grades 4-7 - "*Starred Review* Evan lives with his mom, who cooks variations of the same thing every night and only leaves the house for church on Sundays, and his dad, who gets lost making elaborate, finely crafted wooden figurines in his studio and prefers to be addressed only as Sam. Evan is, more or less, an average student with a fun group of friends, including Hana, who becomes especially helpful as the story unfolds. Meanwhile, Samarkand, the dog, is a resourceful border collie on the run from an alcoholic shelter owner who abuses him and all of his animal friends. When Samarkand finds Evan, they form an inseparable bond that, eventually, makes its way to Sam (the human) and finally to Evan’s reluctant mother, a complex character who ultimately shines. Hautman’s dialogue is razor-sharp and realistic, simultaneously portraying sadness and optimism, while the short, well-paced chapters keep the pages turning and make this difficult to put down. This quirky slice of rural life—told from time to time, most enjoyably, from the dog’s perspective—is quietly full of deep emotion and perfect for any animal-loving middle-grader, especially one who enjoys track and field and a lovable pup to join them on their run."

9781665937474 Are we there yet? : the first road trip across the USA McAnulty, Stacy MS School Library Journal Xpress (June 20, 2025) Gr 3-5-McAnulty takes readers on a cross-country road trip at the dawn of the automotive age. The narrative follows Dr. Horatio Nelson Jackson, who in 1903 wagers he can drive from California to New York in a "horseless carriage," a term for a car, which was considered cutting-edge technology. This feat is especially challenging due to the absence of GPS, road maps, and paved roads. But with the help of his mechanic, Sewall Crocker, and the moral support of an adorable dog they pick up along the way, Jackson manages the nationwide trek and wins the bet. McAnulty's detailed prose is punctuated by key dates and onomatopoeic flourishes that evoke the era's bumpy rides. The journey is complemented by vibrant digital illustrations characterized by clean lines and crisp colors. Back matter includes a map, time line, fun facts, and a list of sources. There isn't a natural and obvious classroom fit although the book can be worked into studies on inventions. VERDICT Recommended as a purchase for history-minded students or those interested in the auto industry in its early days.-Chance Lee Joyner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11)) Preschool-Grade 3. In 1903, Dr. Horatio Nelson Jackson bet $50 that he could drive his automobile, named the Vermont, from San Francisco to New York within three months. Accompanied by a mechanic and (later) a trusty dog, Jackson drove eastward. To paraphrase Murphy’s Law, everything that could go wrong, did go wrong, sometimes repeatedly. Traveling down a dirt road during a rainstorm, the Vermont got stuck in the mud 17 times in one day. Tires went flat, batteries went dead, and spare auto parts were seldom available in rural America. Unknown to the travelers, two other teams were now competing against them, racing to the East Coast. Despite mishaps along the way, Jackson won his bet, but his expenses exceeded $8,000. While kids today might have a hard time imagining their world without automobiles, children in the early twentieth century were fascinated by the sight of a “horseless carriage.” Baddeley’s digital illustrations reflect the droll, easygoing tone of the narrative, which suggests a bygone era. The back matter offers a map of Jackson’s journey and a number of fun facts, such as “Outside Caldwell, Idaho, the Vermont ran over a skunk.” Well researched and full of gentle wit, this picture book is fun for reading aloud.

978-0-06-337842-1 At Home in a Faraway Place Perkins, Lynne Rae MS
Horn Book Guide, 04/30/2025
Lissie travels with her father and grandma to a distant country, where volcanoes overlook the city and the residents speak Spanish. Though initially nervous about the long journey ("We flew on three different airplanes to get there") and the unfamiliar destination, and thanks in large part to the warm welcome by her father's longtime friend Raul, Lissie quickly finds commonalities with new acquaintances. Lissie's engagement with Spanish partially drives the narrative, and she is portrayed as listening closely to gauge the meanings of unknown words and excitedly asking for translations. Chapters are numbered in Spanish, and pronunciation keys of words and phrases she encounters, such as "buenos dias" and "el desayuno," are appended to each chapter and accompanied by line illustrations. Spot art and double-page spreads appear throughout (final art unseen) and feature panels and speech bubbles to highlight the cityscape and meaningful interactions. Perkins does not specify the country they visit, but mentions of pupusas, Mayan history, and the ancient pyramids in Tikal signal a Guatemalan setting. With vignettes both lighthearted and profound ("It made me think that maybe there are a lot of different ways to make a house"), the story also strikes a resonant note of cultural sensitivity when Lissie's grandma refers to the ancients who built the pyramids as "people who just disappeared" and a local guide gently replies: "We're still here." Jessica Agudelo

School Library Journal, 01/31/2025
Gr 3–7—Lissie, her father, and her grandmother travel to Guatemala to visit a family friend. She resolves to learn as much Spanish as she can. The story follows her trip, including many Spanish words, as well as some geography, geology, and history lessons. Despite the language barriers, Lissie finds friends and a sense of home in these new places and people. This younger middle grade novel is delightfully adorned throughout with black-and-white artwork that ranges from spot art to multi-page spreads and comic panels which both enhance and amplify the well-written story. The illustrations accompany the Spanish introduced in the text, spelled out and written phonetically. Using her new language skills, Lissie is able to make friends with other children. Beyond some initial hesitation in forming those friendships, there is no conflict to create a compelling plot, but what emerges is a sweet slice-of-life tale. The events take place only over the two weeks of their trip and provides just a small amount of room for character growth. Within that, Lissie finds some confidence in her ability to connect to others regardless of language and culture barriers. Lissie and her family are white; the people they meet and visit are Guatemalan. The author's note covers her experience learning Spanish; the book reads as a tourist's trip and lacks a cultural authenticity. VERDICT A simple, charmingly written story about a vacation to Guatemala that lacks the cultural depth and plot to add gravitas.—Elizabeth Nicolai Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9780063218901 At last she stood : how Joey Guerrero spied, survived, and fought for freedomKelly, Erin Entrada MS
Kirkus Review, 05/14/2025
A recipient of the Medal of Freedom, Josefina Guerrero (1917-1996) was a war hero and â€œa symbol for hope and greater courage.â€� In opening and closing notes, Kelly explains that despite thorough efforts, she encountered gaps while researching her subject. Still, she writes, â€œthe pieces [Josefina] left behind are enough to leave us in wonder,â€� and a compelling portrait of a brave and resolute woman emerges. Born in 1917 in Lucban, Philippines, imaginative young Josefinaâ€”called Joeyâ€”was a devout Catholic who longed to hear the voice of God, like her idol, Joan of Arc. Her adult life with her husband and daughter was upended when she developed Hansenâ€™s disease, also known as leprosy. Due to social stigma, she and her family hid her condition until 1941, when Japan bombed first Pearl Harbor and then an American military base on Manila Bay. After Joeyâ€™s status was reported to the authorities, she fled, eventually serving as a guerilla fighter and delivering a map that allowed U.S. troops to liberate those imprisoned at the Santo Tomas camp. Later, she relocated to the Tala Leprosarium, where she advocated for better treatment for those with Hansenâ€™s disease and secured increased funding for the leprosarium. Prose written in the present tense lends the narrative immediacy, while informative and deftly interspersed photos, captions, and sidebars provide context to the cultural and historical climate. An intriguing, well-told account of an extraordinary life. (notes, bibliography) (Biography. 9-12)

Booklist, 04/30/2025
Grades 3-6 - "Newbery medalist Kelly returns to her journalism roots with this biography of Josefina “Joey” Guerrero, a small but fierce Filipina woman who overcame staggering challenges. Her story is divided into three parts filled with brief, episodic chapters. It begins with Joey’s childhood in the Philippines and her adoration of Joan of Arc. Due to scant source material on Joey’s early life, the book then skips to her young adulthood, during which Japan occupied her country and she developed Hansen’s disease (formerly known as leprosy). Like her childhood heroine, Joey fought for her country, using her physical condition to her advantage to spy for the Americans. While details are not always clear in this section, Joey’s unwavering determination is. The next two sections are more straightforward, describing the abysmal treatment of Hansen’s disease at the time, Joey’s medical treatment in the U.S., and her activism to raise awareness of the disease. Lengthy text boxes offer historical context on topics such as WWII and Japanese propaganda. A courageous, uplifting biography of a woman almost lost to history."

9798368746364
978-0-358-44786-3 Band Nerd Willis, Sarah Clawson MS

School Library Journal, 03/31/2025
Gr 5–8—Seventh grade flutist Lucy is nervous about starting at a new arts-focused school. The flute is the one thing that makes her feel special—she's never been the best student, and her home life is far from stable. When she's placed as second flute instead of first, Lucy becomes obsessed with proving herself, pushing herself to unhealthy extremes. At home, her father's alcoholism creates chaos, turning him into a volatile and embarrassing presence. His behavior, whether showing up drunk to her birthday sleepover in his underwear or needing to be wrestled out of the bathtub, makes it hard for Lucy to maintain friendships. As the pressures of home and school begin to overwhelm her, Lucy must learn to ask for help. This graphic novel explores difficult issues with empathy and honesty. Lucy's friends face struggles too; Malia, who lives with her grandmother, hides a painful family secret, while Lucy's frenemy Tolli has a mother who pressures her to be the best flutist and diet to lose weight. Despite the conflict, the story is full of hope and resilience. Lucy finds support from her band teacher, guidance counselor, friends, siblings, and eventually her mother. Cormarie's expressive artwork enhances Willis's storytelling, adding emotional depth to every character. VERDICT A moving and ultimately uplifting story, this is a must-read for middle school libraries.—Amy Ribakove Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 02/28/2025
A graphic novel that tackles issues of alcoholism and family dysfunction. Lucy, a seventh grade flutist, nervously enters North Carolina’s Windley School of the Arts. But before she can even leave for her first day of school, her parents descend into fighting. Thankfully, on the bus Lucy meets Malia, who becomes her first friend at Windley. Their friendship deepens—Malia also has family secrets, which allows them to bond. Over the next few months, Lucy’s father does two stints in rehab. But unbeknownst to the school and her band friends, he’s spiraling, and the fights between Lucy’s parents are escalating. Meanwhile, making first chair in the band becomes an obsession for Lucy, a way to control her chaotic home life, but her overwhelming need to be the best creates conflicts in her friendships, and her plummeting grades lead to more stress. Cormarie’s illustrations of the characters contrast their bright and expressive facial expressions when things are going well with the pain of interpersonal conflict. Willis’ treatment of Lucy’s father’s personality when sober reveals an empathetic glimpse of the genuine love he feels for his children, showing the tragic impact that alcoholism and depression can have on a family. The regular panels feature clean, minimalistic backgrounds, emphasizing the largely white-presenting characters and their feelings. An insightful and optimistic yet realistic portrayal of coping with parental addiction. (Graphic fiction. 9-13)

9781665944236 Basil & Dahlia : a tragical tale of sinister sweetness McCullough, Joy MS Kirkus Reviews (March 1, 2025) A graphic novel that tackles issues of alcoholism and family dysfunction. Lucy, a seventh grade flutist, nervously enters North Carolina’s Windley School of the Arts. But before she can even leave for her first day of school, her parents descend into fighting. Thankfully, on the bus Lucy meets Malia, who becomes her first friend at Windley. Their friendship deepens—Malia also has family secrets, which allows them to bond. Over the next few months, Lucy’s father does two stints in rehab. But unbeknownst to the school and her band friends, he’s spiraling, and the fights between Lucy’s parents are escalating. Meanwhile, making first chair in the band becomes an obsession for Lucy, a way to control her chaotic home life, but her overwhelming need to be the best creates conflicts in her friendships, and her plummeting grades lead to more stress. Cormarie’s illustrations of the characters contrast their bright and expressive facial expressions when things are going well with the pain of interpersonal conflict. Willis’ treatment of Lucy’s father’s personality when sober reveals an empathetic glimpse of the genuine love he feels for his children, showing the tragic impact that alcoholism and depression can have on a family. The regular panels feature clean, minimalistic backgrounds, emphasizing the largely white-presenting characters and their feelings. An insightful and optimistic yet realistic portrayal of coping with parental addiction. (Graphic fiction. 9-13)School Library Journal (April 1, 2025) Gr 5-8-Seventh grade flutist Lucy is nervous about starting at a new arts-focused school. The flute is the one thing that makes her feel special-she's never been the best student, and her home life is far from stable. When she's placed as second flute instead of first, Lucy becomes obsessed with proving herself, pushing herself to unhealthy extremes. At home, her father's alcoholism creates chaos, turning him into a volatile and embarrassing presence. His behavior, whether showing up drunk to her birthday sleepover in his underwear or needing to be wrestled out of the bathtub, makes it hard for Lucy to maintain friendships. As the pressures of home and school begin to overwhelm her, Lucy must learn to ask for help. This graphic novel explores difficult issues with empathy and honesty. Lucy's friends face struggles too; Malia, who lives with her grandmother, hides a painful family secret, while Lucy's frenemy Tolli has a mother who pressures her to be the best flutist and diet to lose weight. Despite the conflict, the story is full of hope and resilience. Lucy finds support from her band teacher, guidance counselor, friends, siblings, and eventually her mother. Cormarie's expressive artwork enhances Willis's storytelling, adding emotional depth to every character. VERDICT A moving and ultimately uplifting story, this is a must-read for middle school libraries.-Amy Ribakove
9781646145133 Beasts Bjerkeland, Ingvild MS School Library Journal Xpress (April 4, 2025) Gr 7 Up-This Norwegian novella opens deep in the action, as 13-year-old Abdi treks through a catastrophic landscape that has been ravaged by beasts with his five-year-old sister Alva in tow. Their mother has been killed, and the siblings are trying to reach Djupevik so they can flee by boat to the island where their father was working when everything collapsed. On their journey, they narrowly escape the vicious beasts with their sleek coats, crooked necks, and terrifying claws; but sometimes it's the other people trying to survive who are even more dangerous. In her first novel translated into English, Bjerkeland paints a bleak picture of postapocalyptic monster survival reminiscent of media like 28 Days Later and The Last of Us. Clocking in at under 200 pages, the plot maintains an engaging and brutal pace as Abdi struggles to keep his sister and himself alive. The children encounter trustworthy and untrustworthy adults, experiencing the best and worst of humanity in crisis. The abrupt, open ending may seem hopeful to some readers and dissatisfying to others hoping for any sort of closure to Abdi and Alva's harrowing tale. Though the brutality of the circumstances does not ease up, the explicit violence and gore in this text are minimal, making this a suitable introductory genre text for young teens. VERDICT A simple yet effective monster story that will appeal to fans of postapocalyptic fiction.-Ashleigh Williams © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2025) Beasts have invaded thirteen-year-old Abdi's homeland. With their hoofed feet, long arms, slender hands, and razor-sharp claws, the beasts pursue and kill every living creature. The government has collapsed; there's no electricity; supermarkets are empty. What's even worse is the way people have turned against one another, fighting for survival. When their mother is killed, Abdi flees through open country with his little sister, hoping to reach the coast and find a boat to take them overseas to their father. Bjerkeland's propulsive tale is sleek and elegant, a subtle blend of fable and realism that increasingly reflects many of today's desperate refugees' experiences. Every sentence is direct and brief, vivid with eventfulness, uncertainty, and Abdi's deep sense of responsibility for his sister. Even moments of rest and relative safety -- the pleasure of food or the solace of finding one trustworthy adult -- are highly charged. "I missed grown-ups," Abdi laments, and in these few words Bjerkeland evokes the failed adult world, the injustice that plays itself out on children. The story's brevity and abrupt forcefulness, and the characters' stalwart courage and love, make this tale unusually compelling. Deirdre F. Baker July/August 2025 p.91

9781646145065 Beinoni LOWE, MARI MS
Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 4-8 - "There can be no evil in a Beinoni time—at least, that’s what Ezra Safran has been told. He is the Nivchar, the once-in-a-generation “chosen one,” tasked with eliminating all evil from the world. He’s training for a battle against evil, set for the night of his bar mitzvah. But being the chosen one is not easy; there’s still homework, demands from parents, and challenging friendships to navigate. Furthermore, Ezra begins to notice car crashes, falling test scores and myriad circumstances that shouldn’t be occurring in a Beinoni time. He worries that something may be very wrong, but his parents and teachers don’t seem to believe him. To figure out what’s going on, Ezra seeks out a potential ally in his misbehaving classmate, Aryeh, to see if there’s still a chance at saving humanity. The latest release by Sydney Taylor Book Award winner Lowe is part mystery, part Jewish fairy tale, and plenty of fun. Readers will be rooting for Ezra as he does his best to save the world."

Kirkus Review, 04/30/2025
Ezra is the Nivchar, a chosen one destined to fight the embodiment of all evil, the gurya dinura. Each generation, a Nivchar is born bearing a â€œbirthmark constellation of moznayim, the Scales.â€� Theyâ€™re trained by the Sanhedrin, a council of Jewish leaders, to prepare for the battle, which takes place on the night of their bar or bas mitzvah. During the period between the battlesâ€”the Beinoni timeâ€”â€œnothingâ€™s really all that badâ€¦and thereâ€™s nothing too incredible to hope for, either.â€� Months before Ezraâ€™s battle, the Beinoni time starts slipping away, which Ezra is convinced has to do with the mysterious organization that seems bent on kidnapping him. He begins to struggle in school, and he befriends his troublemaker classmate, Aryeh. A mystery surrounding the previous Nivchar unfolds slowly, and sharp readers will likely guess how Ezraâ€™s battle will play out based on many hints. A glossary assists readers who may be unfamiliar with the bookâ€™s Jewish concepts. Jewish readers, particularly Orthodox Ashkenazi ones, will feel at home here, and those familiar with Semitic languages may even pick up on some linguistic clues. Ezra and most characters are Jewish and cued white; some major supporting characters are Persian Jews. A subplot relating to Ezraâ€™s ADHD diagnosis and treatment will resonate with many. A compelling adventure steeped in Jewish tradition. (Fantasy mystery. 8-14)

9781665937696 Benny on the Case King, Wesley MS
Kirkus Review, 02/28/2025
In western Newfoundland, two 11-year-olds must catch a thief before the permanent closure of a retirement community—and Benny’s own home. Benny, a white-presenting boy with Down syndrome, lives in Starflower by the Sea, the retirement home his mum runs. Benny’s mosaic Down syndrome is entirely asymptomatic except for some physical differences; he’s never had any health, speech, or cognitive disabilities. Nonetheless, he’s been in special ed classes since he started school—until enough people recognized his above-average grades. Now, both thrilled and terrified, he’s about to begin his first day ever in a mainstream classroom. Benny just needs to make some friends…among kids who’ve ignored or bullied him since he was tiny. Amazingly, the new girl, brown-skinned Salma from Seattle, seems to actually like him. Salma, whose mother is from Newfoundland and implied white and whose father is from Tunisia, is a true-crime aficionado, and she’s invaluable when Benny starts investigating the inexplicable thefts plaguing the retirement home. Though the story drags at first, with extensive scene setting, once the pace picks up, the increasingly high-stakes mystery is gripping. As Benny and Salma rush to find a criminal who might leave the much-beloved seniors of Starflower homeless, they still have time to learn myriad moral lessons as they confront bigotry, bullying, and fighting. Young sleuths become best friends as they defeat scoundrels and save seniors in this page-turning mystery. (Newfoundland sayings, author’s note) (Mystery. 9-12)

School Library Journal, 02/28/2025
Gr 4–7—Benny Brooks, 11, has always been a different sort of b'y (pronounced "BYE," the Newfoundlanders' way of saying "buddy.") Benny has Mosaic Down syndrome, which means that some of his cells have an extra chromosome, and that he looks different than the other kids in his class. After being in special education classes for most of his life, he is part of the mainstream classroom this year. Benny stands out for more than his looks; he also lives at a retirement home that his mom runs called Starflower by the Sea. On the first day, Benny is happy to meet Salma, the Arab American granddaughter of one of the retirement home residents. They instantly bond against the bullies who make fun of them because of their differences. When a string of thefts at Starflower by the Sea causes an official inquiry that may shut down the retirement home, Benny and Salma work together to uncover the thief and save the residents'—and Benny's—home. Readers will find Benny charming and funny. The heart of the story is driven by a diverse cast of secondary characters, including Mr. Tom, an octogenarian resident from whom he learns and grows. Though the mystery is secondary to the characters, it remains engaging enough to add intrigue without overshadowing the story's emotional depth. Included is a helpful glossary of common Newfoundlander sayings that are used throughout. VERDICT A heartfelt character-driven mystery featuring a neurodivergent male protagonist that explores friendship, belonging, and family, this is a story perfect for fans of R.J. Palacio's Wonder, Gayle Forman's Not Nothing, and Gordon Korman's Restart.—Rachel Jussel Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-0-593-70370-0 Benny RamÃ rez and the Nearly Departed Iriarte, JosÃ© Pablo MS ALA Booklist, 10/04/24, Benny and the rest of his Cuban American family inherit his grandfather's home in Miami soon after his death, so they make the cross-country move from L.A. to start a new life in sunny south Florida. Benny has two siblings who are both talented in the arts and parents who scored positions at a local arts school, but he doesn't have any particular artistic talent. When they start to settle into their new home, Benny discovers he is able to see and speak with Abuelo's ghost and everything changes. This book is at once sweet and funny, and the author does a great job of showing a family dynamic in which everyone is happy for one another and everyone can be a winner or a star. Latine readers may catch some references to Cuban artists in the story, which is richly fleshed out to showcase Miami life and culture. Benny's first-person perspective as a middle-school student provides a lens through which young readers can enjoy a taste of MiamiKirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, When Latin music great Ignacio RamÃƒrez dies, his path to a rewarding afterlife is hindered by unfinished business that demands resolution.Not only is Benny RamÃƒrez the grandson of a famous Cuban American musician, but everyone else in his family has a talent, too: Papi is a well-regarded Hollywood producer, Mami has a gift for languages, older sister Cristina is a star dancer, and younger brother Manny is a promising actor. When the family inherits Benny's estranged grandfather's Miami home after his death, they leave Los Angeles, and the RamÃƒrez kids enter the South Miami Performing Arts School, where Benny, who feels like he isn't special, struggles to fit in. Fortunately, his musician abuelo's spectral presence is tied to his mansion, unable to move on. Ignacio must figure out what his unfinished business is and resolve it by New Year's. Only Benny can see Abuelo, who insists that helping Benny follow in his footsteps to become a world-famous trumpet player must be his unresolved task. Unfortunately, Ignacio has a history of egocentric behavior and little respect for boundaries, which leads Benny into many scrapes. The plot is reminiscent of other ghostly redemption tales, reinforcing the moral that family and community are more valuable than riches and fame. Iriarte writes with a lighthearted touch and includes ample physical comedy; the humor and Cuban American cultural touchstones make this work a welcome addition to the genre.A humorous and haunting riff on a classic storyline. (Paranormal. 8-12)

9781956393095 Beyond Mulberry Glen Florene, Millie MS
Kirkus Review, 12/31/2024
In Florence’s middle-grade fantasy novel, a young girl’s heart is tested in the face of an evil, spreading Darkness. Eleven-year-old Lydia, “freckle-cheeked and round-eyed, with hair the color of pine bark and fair skin,” is struggling with the knowledge that she has reached the age to apprentice as an herbalist. Lydia is reluctant to leave her beloved, magical Mulberry Glen and her cozy Housetree in the woods—she’ll miss Garder, the Glen’s respected philosopher; her fairy guardian Pit; her human friend Livy; and even the mischievous part-elf, part-imp, part-human twins Zale and Zamilla. But the twins go missing after hearing of a soul-sapping Darkness that has swallowed a forest and is creeping into minds and engulfing entire towns. They have secretly left to find a rare fruit that, it is said, will stop the Darkness if thrown into the heart of the mountain that rises out of the lethal forest. Lydia follows, determined to find the twins before they, too, fall victim to the Darkness. During her journey, accompanied by new friends, she gradually realizes that she herself has a dangerous role to play in the quest to stop the Darkness. In this well-crafted fantasy, Florence skillfully equates the physical manifestation of Darkness with the feelings of insecurity and powerlessness that Lydia first struggles with when thinking of leaving the Glen. Such negative thoughts grow more intrusive the closer she and her friends come to the Darkness—and to Lydia’s ultimate, powerfully rendered test of character, which leads to a satisfyingly realistic, not quite happily-ever-after ending. Highlights include a delightfully haunting, reality-shifting library and a deft sprinkling of Latin throughout the text; Pit’s pet name for Lydia is mea flosculus (“my little flower”). Fine-lined ink drawings introducing each chapter add a pleasing visual element to this well-grounded fairy tale. An absorbing fantasy centered on a resilient female protagonist facing growth, change, and self-empowerment.

Booklist, 12/31/2024
Grades 3-6 - "Lydia is content in the cozy confines of her beloved glen. She has no desire to leave her fairy guardian or impish elven twins, the Zs, to take on an apprenticeship in a faraway town. She's also anxious about tales of Tenebrae, a forest entirely consumed by the Darkness, a fearsome force that steals life and light as it creeps into the kingdom. When the Zs disappear, Lydia suspects they’ve gone to rid the land of the terrible force, and despite her reluctance to leave home, she knows she has to help her friends. Armed with hope and a pocketful of mysterious seeds, Lydia steps into the wider world and prepares to confront her greatest fears. The friendly fantasy exudes a warm charm, offering cozy details and kind companionship while actively acknowledging the inherent darkness of life and the challenge of embracing change. Splendid black-and-white illustrations start each chapter with a sweet touch, and Latin phrases add a bit of whimsy. A radiant reminder that there is always light to be found, even in the deepest Darkness."

978-0-593-70791-3 Big Book of Barf: A Spewnami of Sick Science, Hurled History, and Body OdditiesLorencen, Vicky and Simard, Remy Kirkus Reviews, A "spewnami" of straight poop on vomitLeaving no double entendre unturned, Lorencen goes well beyond alimentary basics in this "ralphabetical" A-Z discourse on the causes, functions, varieties, and biological mechanisms of (to use the medical term) emesis. The book introduces readers to interesting new words, likeperistalsis anduvula, and offers overviews of the whole digestive system and the enteric nervous system that governs it. Kids can also feast on a burgeoning lexicon of synonyms and slang terms forvomit-theA entry alone lists five that start with that letter-as well as potential causes, from food poisoning and car sickness to "cybersickness." Lorencen suggests practical remedies and even offers step-by-step instructions for cleaning the carpet afterward. All of this content is delivered in a stew of digestible prose blocks and punny text exchanges between light-skinned questioner Chuck, an unattached stomach named Queezy, and brown-skinned explainer Professor Anita Puke. Recipes for gross but edible treats with stomach-churning names like Barfday Cake, historical anecdotes, and versions of Jonah and the whale and other briefly retold ancient tales are interspersed. The illustrations-fanciful cartoony spot images capped by a pair of simplified anatomical diagrams relegated to the "Back Splatter" alongside a list of international equivalents fortoilet-are wanting. Still, this info-gusher, plainly a labor of love, will draw readers like flies.A sure crowd pleaser, better for browsing than systematic research. (glossary, vomit vocabulary)(Nonfiction. 8-12)School Library Journal, 01/01/25, Gr 4-7 Chuck, Professor Anita Puke, and Queezy (who resembles a cartoonlike stomach) are three upbeat characters who take readers on an alphabetically-organized journey through everything barf-related. Each letter has its own chapter and begins with a list of terms synonymous with vomiting that begin with that letter, followed by questions posed by Chuck and Queezy and answered by Professor Anita Puke, all related to the letter. Each letter chapter includes some or all of the following special sidebar sections: "Chuck's Sick Science," which provides explanations of science-related terms (e.g., peristalsis is explained under the letter P); "Hurled History? (the myth of the Roman Vomitorium is explored under the letter V); "Epics of Emesis," which covers vomit-related myths from around the world; and "Ralph-Worthy Recipes" for edible concoctions that resemble barf. Brightly colored cartoon illustrations contribute to the lighthearted, humorous vibe. VERDICT With an unending stream of puns, rhymes, and corny dad jokes with some interesting science mixed in, this is sure to appeal to reluctant readers or kids who are attracted to the grosser aspects of life. Ragan O'Malley
9781368110419 Billions to burn Banks, Taylor MS School Library Journal Xpress (April 11, 2025) Gr 6 Up-An action-packed mystery that keeps readers on the edge of their seats with clever puzzles, high jinks, and cliff-hangers. Twelve-year-old Zeus's life is turned into an adventure after his eccentric grandpa disappears, and his little-believed legend of a fortune hidden in the pages of the long-decimated Black arts and culture magazine Burn! turns out to hold some truth. Now Zeus and his friends, who have grown apart, must reunite to solve two urgent mysteries: Where is his grandfather? And where are the billions? Each of the four friends faces personal struggles, shaping their changing relationships and perspectives. The fast-paced plot unfolds through short, gripping chapters, heightening the sense of urgency. Themes of activism, racial tension, and trust are seamlessly woven into the adventure as the magazine's focus makes the Harlem Renaissance a compelling part of the mystery. The book ends on a thrilling cliff-hanger, leaving readers eager for the sequel. Some adults may find certain elements concerning, particularly the instances where the kids break the law. However, these moments are integral to the storyline. Additionally, the book's use of uncommon vocabulary may pose comprehension challenges for some readers. VERDICT This novel's blend of Black history exploration with action-packed puzzles around every corner will appeal to readers seeking adventure and mystery.-Jennifer Seebauer © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (May 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 17)) Grades 4-7. Seventh-grader Zeus has grown up learning about his ancestor Amadeus I and his magazine, BURN!!!, which spotlighted Black writers and artists during the Harlem Renaissance. Unfortunately, it only put out one issue before its headquarters was burned to the ground with Amadeus inside. Prior to his passing, Amadeus gifted the other magazine founders framed copies of BURN!!!, each with a cryptic note reading, “Find what I’ve hidden. Bring back what was stolen. Return liberty’s billions to their rightful owners.” Those who have tried to solve the mystery he left behind have all disappeared, and Zeus’ grandfather is the latest casualty in the search for Amadeus’ billions. In response, Zeus gathers the three remaining founding descendants of BURN!!! to try to save his grandfather and finally solve the mystery. The book is told through the alternating perspectives of Zeus and fellow founding descendant 11-year-old Charlie, and readers will discover a wealth of information on the Harlem Renaissance while trying to solve puzzles along with the main characters. A fun mystery packed with puzzles and history that will delight middle-grade readers.
9781459839236 Bison : community builders and grassland caretakers Backhouse, Frances MS Booklist (May 1, 2025 (Online)) Grades 4-7. Roughly a half-million bison (aka buffalo) exist in North America, but before European settlers arrived, 30 million roamed free. Backhouse packs both educational and enlightening information in this comprehensive guide to the largest land animal on the continent. Broad chapters are divided into digestible sections with abundant photos and infographics capturing the wonder of this impressive creature. There are actually two subspecies of bison in North America, the wood bison and the plains bison, and although the author differentiates the two, she emphasizes the more-prevalent plains bison throughout. With a focus on the bison as a keystone species, Backhouse’s reliable, chatty narrative describes how the animal’s unique anatomy helps it survive, how bison assist other animal and plant species and keep ecosystems strong, the long relationship between Indigenous peoples and bison, how bison were nearly made extinct, and ongoing conservation efforts to restore their herds. Spotlights on young people studying and living among bison make these topics more relatable and inspiring. A well-rounded study of bison and their extensive impact on the environment.Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2025) Meet a keynote grassland species: the mighty bison. Though they once roamed North America in droves, bison were reduced to a few survivors by the early 20th century. Today, captive herds have been restored in various protected areas where they benefit both the land and its other inhabitants. Describing bison behavior and biology, this engaging entry in the Orca Wild series is impressive in its level of detail, logically organized, and filled with photographs, maps, and charts. Backhouse offers many examples of how these creatures play crucial roles in their ecosystem, from their grazing habits (which make room for other plants and animals to thrive) to their feces, which serves as a rich fertilizer. She explains how Native Americans used each part of the bison and discusses how they hunted them; later, white settlers slaughtered them, forcing Indigenous people onto reservations. Finally, she examines efforts to build up the animals’ numbers and distribute rescue herds; now, free-ranging bison can be seen in numerous sites in the U.S. and Canada, but don’t get too close! Throughout, the author includes her own encounters with wild bison and with those who study and care for them, among them high schoolers from the Carry the Kettle Nakoda Nation in Saskatchewan and two youngsters with Blackfeet and Séliš ancestry who go on a buffalo hunt with their grandfather. A promising ecological tale of near-eradication and recovery. (glossary, resources, index) (Nonfiction. 10-14)
978-1-536-22535-8 Black Diamond Kings: Heroes of Negro League Baseball Smith, Charles R. MS ALA Booklist, 02/01/25, This collection of poems celebrates baseball players who were stars in the Negro leagues, franchises that existed from the 1920s to 1962. The poems include a variety of styles (free verse, acrostic, rhythmic chants, even a couplet) and are brief, energetic, and filled with onomatopoeic words like pop and swat that evoke action and excitement. The illustrations do an especially effective job of capturing motion and movement, elongating players' limbs or distorting bodies to emphasize the amazing athleticism and physical feats. The rich back matter includes brief biographical sketches of the 12 featured players (including their lifetime stats) and an engaging Q&A about the Negro leagues, including poignant questions like "Were the players just as good as the pros in Major League Baseball?" Updates indicate that every player in the collection is a member of the Baseball Hall of Fame (along with 25 colleagues) and that, as of 2024, Negro league statistics are included in official standings, proving that these Black players were some of the best who ever played.Kirkus Reviews, 02/01/25, From Satchel Paige to Norman "Turkey" Stearnes, a dozen stars who spent all or most of their careers in the Negro Leagues strut their stuffSmith's verse tributes catch his subjects in action. Here's third baseman Ray Dandridge, for example: "Hooks on the hot corner / moving like a cat, / pouncing and leaping / at the crack of the bat." Most of the rhythms are quick and urgent, though some entries offer a change of pace, like the sonnet for Willie Wells-"So long as hands can clap and eyes can see, / Willie, the Shakespeare of shortstops, is thee"-and a series of riffs on the legendary speed of "Cool Papa" Bell, "so fast, he scored from first off a sacrifice bunt." Echoing the visual gravity of the illustrations in Kadir Nelson's classicWe Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball (2008), Brandon follows suit with on-field images of long-limbed, sometimes exaggeratedly lanky athletes in balletic poses interspersed with close-ups of chiseled figures with imposing game faces. Closing player notes underscore the greatness of each of these players; Smith acknowledges that these Negro League career statistics were finally and properly, in 2024, added to Major League records.Strong words and pictures add up to a sweet double play.(Picture-book poetry. 6-9)
978-0-593-46170-9 Black Girl You Are Atlas Watson, RenÃ©e MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/06/23, Two acclaimed, award-winning creators team up to present this moving, introspective poetry collection celebrating the possibilities of Black girlhood complemented by atmospheric mixed-media illustrations.Showcasing varied poetic forms such as free verse and tanka, Watson reflects on coming of age as a Black girl in a society that habitually flattens Black experiences into easily digestible stereotypes. The opening poem, "Where I'm From," is inspired by the work of Puerto Rican writer Willie Perdomo, and it peels back the layers of Watson's identity, creating a harmonious alchemy of personal and cultural history that incorporates familiar touchstones and inheritances like "east coast hip-hop and island tradition." Themes of resilience and perseverance are interwoven throughout, exploring how Black girls' existence is often a testament to survival. Some poems contemplate the trauma that results from systemic racism and misogynoir; "A Pantoum for Breonna Taylor" notes how white supremacy weaponizes the basic necessity of rest: "Breonna, who reminded us that Black women / are not even safe in our sleep." But Watson doesn't dwell in despair; she finds safety in the healing power of love. Other poems, including "Lessons on Being a Sky Walker," are rallying cries, encouraging Black girls to honor their roots and cherish their versatility. Watson's reconstructions of childhood delights and teenage wounds examine the collision of race, gender, and class. Holmes' tender, vibrant art enhances the poems.A compelling ode to self-resurrection and Black sisterhood that finds much-needed light in the world's darkness. (Poetry. 12-18)ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Watson's latest collection of poetry is a powerful mixture of shortform poetry and free verse. The semi-autobiographical poetry collection starts with an exploration of Black girlhood. As readers, we are introduced to shorter poems on seemingly mundane topics, such as roller skates, pressing combs, and Werther's candy, to more complicated themes of survival, Black identity, and resilience. Watson's poetry swings like a pendulum, at one moment focusing on the aspects of Black joy and pride that are evident in the poems "Church Press and Curl" and "When I Say I Love Us" and then highlighting the violence and brutality that Black people have to endure in the poems "Knock, Knock" and "A Pantoum for Breonna Taylor." The poems are accompanied by Holmes' breathtaking collage art. The art pieces work in tandem with Watson's poetry, creating the space for a visually stimulating narrative. As readers, we travel through Watson's early life, highlighting both the struggles and the joy. We end the poetry collection with a piece called "Phenomenon," where Watson ruminates on the pure magic of Black resilience.

9781338849912 Blood in the Water Jackson, Tiffany MS

School Library Journal Starred, 05/31/2025
Gr 4–7—Jackson once again proves her brilliance at weaving suspense, heart, and truth into a story that refuses to let go. Twelve-year old Black girl and Brooklynite Kaylani's summer plans involve trying to fit into the elitist vibe of Martha's Vineyard, and clearing her incarcerated father's name. Then a boy turns up dead on the island and Kaylani is accused of stealing money. Her focus shifts to trying to clear her own name and finding out what happened to the teen. Was it really a shark attack—or was it murder? What makes this book shine isn't just the twists and turns of its plot, it's the voice. Jackson writes Kaylani with an ear so attuned to how preteens actually speak, think, and feel that every page feels authentic. Kaylani's voice is filled with the sharp wit, confusion, frustration, and hope of a contemporary 12-year-old. Her inflection and vulnerability are rendered with care and nuance, making her feel not just believable, but deeply relatable. This story deftly explores what it means to be "from the wrong side of the tracks" in a world that judges before it listens. Jackson doesn't shy away from tough topics—incarceration, classism, bullying, and how children carry burdens that aren't theirs—but she handles them with grace and empathy. The novel's emotional undercurrents are as powerful as the suspense that drives the plot. VERDICT A masterful middle-grade mystery that challenges, entertains, and lingers long after the final page. This one deserves a spot on every school and library shelf.—Jessica Clark Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Kirkus Review, 04/30/2025

In acclaimed YA author Jacksonâ€™s middle-grade debut, 12-year-old Kaylani McKinnon expects bikes, beaches, and books during her first summer on Marthaâ€™s Vineyardâ€”not murder. When she leaves Brooklyn to stay with family friends the Watsons, a well-known Black family, her dad, whoâ€™s incarcerated, reminds Kaylani not to worry about himâ€”her â€œonly job is to be a kid.â€� Still, Kaylani is set on #operationFREEDADâ€”she even took a mock trial workshop to learn more about how to gain justice for her father. When popular teen Chadwick Cooper is found dead soon after Kaylani arrives on the island, she uses her investigative skills to find the culprit. Snobby London, the younger Watson daughter, reluctantly helps, and Chadwickâ€™s little brother Miles joins in too. But the closer they get to the murderer, the more it seems that Kaylaniâ€™s first time on the island may be her last. The story, which centers on Black characters, shines a spotlight on the long history of wealthy Black people summering on Marthaâ€™s Vineyard. Employing tight, steady writing, Jackson builds tension around the complexities of class and respectability politics. The worldbuilding and Kaylaniâ€™s interior dialogue initially convey more of a YA novel tone, but once the story moves on to the island, the voice successfully settles into a solid middle-grade space. Endearing Kaylani is a little unsure of herself as she has a variety of new social interactions on the island, but overall sheâ€™s confident and well adjusted. A perfect beach read for lovers of suspense. (Mystery. 9-12)

978-1-419-77320-4         Bones and Berserkers: 13 True Tales of Terror from American History                Hale, Nathan MS
Continuation ofthe  series Hazadous
Tales

Kirkus Review, 07/31/2025
Author Hale’s namesake—spy and Revolutionary hero Nathan Hale—huddles with compatriots beneath a gallows as they regale one another with ghoulish tales drawn from history, literature, and legend. Hale’s latest set of Hazardous Tales begins, as it really needs to, with a cautionary note: “Are you a second grader reading way above your age level? If so, set this book down. It’s not for you.” Indeed, the book doesn’t skimp on the disturbing bits. With evocative titles like “The Demon Cat” and “The Head in the Jar” to provide at least a little warning, the author gathers a variety of terrifying tales; three involve the Jersey Devil, while one centers on a butler going bloodily berserk in a house built by Frank Lloyd Wright. Others feature the discovery of a haunted well filled with the corpses of soldiers killed in a Civil War battle, gruesome revenge, and monsters like the Boo Hag, a skin changer who sucks blood through sleepers’ noses. All these tales, eerie as they are on their own, are cranked up into screamer territory by Hale’s two-tone illustrations, which, with indecent relish and fanatical attention to realistic detail, depict fresh and not-so-fresh corpses, a radiation victim’s rotted face, a man’s buttocks being hacked off with a sword, leering skeletons, chopped-off limbs, and creepy night creatures with big, sharp teeth. The cast of storytellers, horrified onlookers, and all-too-often mutilated victims is racially diverse. Not all true, but truly nightmarish. (bibliography) (Graphic nonfiction/horror. 10-14)

9781774880463 Boy vs. shark Gilligan, Paul MS School Library Journal starred (October 1, 2024) Gr 4 Up-Gilligan's middle grade graphic novel takes readers back to the gilded 1970s when kids were allowed to roam the streets unsupervised and untethered to electronic devices. Ten-year-old Paul and his lifelong best friend David are crossing over from children who play outside all day to kids who hang out at the mall. The most popular movie in the country is the terrifying flick Jaws, and all the cool kids are going to see it. However, Paul would rather stay home and read comic books and watch The Sonny & Cher Show. When Swain, the meanest kid in the neighborhood, starts hanging around, Paul finds himself in a panic over potentially losing his best friend and forces himself to go to see Jaws as proof of his bravery and maturity. The shark terrorizes Paul's imagination and bullies him into thinking he needs to "man up." Readers will be relieved at the choices Paul makes as he demonstrates that good kids can make bad choices, but learn from them rather than repeat them. The illustrations represent the personalities of the characters perfectly, with David and his friends depicted as boys next door and Swain as a browbeating villain. Readers unfamiliar with the era are treated to a "Time Capsule" glossary at the end. VERDICT This hilarious look into life as a kid in the summer of 1975 is a must-have for any and all middle grade libraries.-Kim Gardner © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (September 15, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 2)) Grades 5-8. Paul and David are best friends, and have been basically since birth. Outgoing, daring David often makes risky choices and frequently ends up in the hospital. Paul, however, is quick to shy away from trouble and prefers the safety of reading comic books. Despite their different personalities, they complement each other well. That is, until David starts hanging out with the local bully, Swain, who brags about getting into trouble and likes to give Paul a hard time. When Swain goads them into watching Jaws, Paul is reluctant at first, but afraid of losing David, he watches it—and is terrified. Not only does Paul start to see the famous shark everywhere, but he has imagined conversations with it, in which the shark scolds him for not being "macho" enough. Though Paul doesn't feel good about it, he goes along with David and Swain's schemes, until a moment of crisis when he finds out what bravery really means. Gilligan powerfully explores shifting middle-grade friendship, exquisitely illustrating feelings of fear, anxiety, and joy in simple but expressive cartoon artwork. The shark in particular nicely embodies Paul's seemingly insurmountable anxiety. Elementary- and middle-schoolers facing down changing friendship dynamics will surely relate to Paul's journey to self-confidence. Hand to fans of Shannon Hale and LeUyen Pham's Real Friends series.

978-0-374-38917-8 Boy, the Mountain, and the Serpent Who Ate the Moon Cruz, Caris AvendaÃ±o MS
School Library Journal, 05/31/2025
Gr 3–6—Twelve-year-old Bayani, described with brown skin and black eyes like most of the people in his village in the Philippines, wants to go to the prusisyon procession that takes place once a year. His mother worries that he will become one of The Lost, the many members of Santo Cristo who have disappeared. He cajoles his mother into letting him go with his spoiled little sister, Isay. When the siblings and their hesitant cousin Aaron cross a magical bridge, however, they might have sealed their fate. Can they survive monsters, move mountains to free the land from the everlasting night, and make The Lost found again? Cruz crafts a lush landscape through smells, textures, and colors that is an apt background for this story based on traditional myths. For those not familiar with these tales, it takes a bit to catch on, but the roles of each creature are explained by the end. While some personality changes of the initially self-absorbed characters are abrupt and the quick coming together of all communities a convenient plot device, the three main characters have a slow awakening of how their actions impact the world. There is no glossary for those unfamiliar with Tagalog that is sprinkled throughout the text, nor is there an author's note or some other grounding content for readers. However, that lack of translations for some of the terms in the story adds a sense of place and will not deter most readers. VERDICT A vivid world forms a backdrop to traditional Filipino tales and a positive realization of working for the greater good instead of self.—Clare A. Dombrowski Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 04/14/2025
Three children must contend with self-doubt, monsters from Filipino folklore, and an everlasting night to find their way home. For years, people in the fictional town of Santo Cristo have been disappearing; the missing are referred to simply as the Losts. During the annual town fiesta, 12-year-old Bayani, his younger sister Isay, and their cousin Aaron wander off. After crossing an unusual bridge that grows legs and runs away, they find themselves in the Land Beyond, a mysterious place shrouded in endless night. They soon meet a Kapre, a treelike creature who tells them that they must find the bridge and “light [their] way out of this land.” Armed with nothing but candles, Bayani, Isay, and Aaron venture deeper into the night, where they encounter not only monsters, but also other Losts. When the three become separated, they must define what bravery means for themselves and hold on to hope in order to chart a path home. Cruz seamlessly weaves Filipino folklore into this atmospheric and charming adventure, balancing the story’s darker elements with moments of humor and themes of hope and friendship. Words from Tagalog and other Filipino languages are naturally incorporated into the story, and context clues will make it easy for readers who don’t speak the languages to pick up on their meaning. Each chapter includes a subtitle hinting at its content. An enchanting and whimsical story about finding light within darkness. (author’s note) (Fantasy. 8-12)

978-1-523-52729-8 Breaking into Sunlight Cochran, John MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 05/01/24, Gr 5â€“8â€” Cochran's debut delivers a poignant, relatable read. Seventh grader Reese has become an expert at concealing his father's pain medication addiction and the problems it's causing between his parents. Even his best friends have no idea the secrets Reese is hiding. As Reese's world comes crashing down, his strength and tenacity are tested. To get some distance from the situation, his mother decides to take Reese with her (against his wishes), to live in a trailer on a rural property belonging to a friend. It is here that Reese begins to grapple with the feelings he's been bottling up. He finds an unlikely friendship in two kids: Charlie, who has Down syndrome, and Charlie's older sister, Meg, orphans who live with their grandparents. Together, they explore nature and find solace in swimming and canoeing in the river that joins the property. Themes include honesty, friendship, trust, and forgiveness. All characters read as white. VERDICT An important novel for every library to have. Readers will find they're not alone in dealing with a loved one's addiction, as an estimated one in eight children have a parent dealing with substance abuse.â€” Tracy CronceHorn Book, 08/01/24, Seventh grader Reese Buck has never told his best friends, Tony and Ryan, about his father's drug addiction problems; he doesn't want to be ostracized or seen as "that kid everyone felt sorry for." When Reese finds his father unconscious on the bathroom floor after a near-fatal overdose, his mother has finally had enough. She takes Reese to live, reluctantly, in a trailer on the farm of "the church lady," Mrs. Smith, and her grandchildren: thirteen-year-old Meg and fifteen-year-old Charlie, who has Down syndrome. Cochran ably constructs a sensitive portrayal of a self-involved, if well-meaning, adolescent who thinks he knows what's right and his tentative steps toward letting other people in. The healing power of community is at work here, as Meg and Charlie help in their own ways, and Tony and Ryan, absent for much of the story, appear for a grand time in the country, with friends old and new. An extensive author's note details the massive scale of the substance use and addiction crisis in the United States, where one child in eight under the age of eighteen lives with at least one parent dealing with a drug or alcohol problem
9781536233643 Bringing back Kay-Kay Kothari, Dev MS Booklist (October 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 3)) Grades 5-8. Lena Krishnan refuses to believe that her brother, Karthik, has disappeared. He was on his way home from summer camp with his closest friends, but his train returned without him. The police will only follow procedure, and Lena’s parents are too distraught to do more than sip chai and stare at his empty seat on the sofa, so Lena makes it her mission to find Kay-Kay. After a quick search of his room, she discovers a bag full of clues: poems. Some are sad, some are joyful; but the one about a new friend leads Lena out to the dusty rails where Kay-Kay was last seen. What she finds at the end of the line is more than she could have hoped for. Debut author Kothari weaves a memorable tale of familial love and fidelity that is filled with compassion and everyday magic. With the beautiful countryside of India as a backdrop to the caper-like plot, this story will engage young fans of cozy mysteries and thrilling adventures alike.Kirkus Reviews (September 15, 2024) Sibling love and rivalry are two sides of the same coin for a brother and sister growing up in Lamora, India. Tween Lena Krishnan, aka El-Kay, is enjoying an idyllic vacation from school without her 15-year-old brother, Karthik, aka Kay-Kay, who’s gone away to summer camp in Goa. Her parents are finally being more attentive toward her, and she wishes he might stay away a bit longer. But everything changes when Kay-Kay doesn’t make it home after camp. Although he boarded the overnight express train with his classmates, he wasn’t there when it arrived in Lamora. The Krishnan family begins to unravel with his disappearance. Worse, the police are dismissive and seem to think her brother is a runaway. Lena decides to take matters into her own hands and look into his disappearance. Her investigation leads her to speak with Karthik’s friends and teachers and learn about his time at camp. In the process, Lena finds out more about her brother—and herself. Despite some slow moments, the book is well paced overall. Kay-Kay’s poems, which Lena discovers, are a tad banal, and the police response feels unconvincing, but Lena’s first-person narration, enhanced by pages from her notebook, is engaging, and Kothari’s writing is fun and assured. A fast-paced mystery thoughtfully exploring family relationships. (Mystery. 10-14)
9780593617939 Burning Season Rose, Caroline Starr MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Starred Review Opal lives in a fire tower in the Gila Wilderness with her mom and Gran. On her twelfth birthday, she begins her training as a fire lookout as the first step in following in her mother's, grandmother's, and great-aunt's footsteps. There's just one problem: Opal is deeply afraid of fire. While her mom is on a supply run, Opal's Gran fails to return from a walk. Fearing the worst, Opal sets out to find her d spots her first smoke. This novel in verse exquisitely captures Opal's journey as she owns her fear, learns what it takes to overcome it, and discovers what she's capable of. Opal's voice shines through each poem, deepening moments of emotional resonance and intensifying action sequences. Rose seamlessly integrates the science of wildfires into the poems while also acknowledging Indigenous land practices and how modern fire management has begun employing them; the author's note elaborates on these ideas. Excellent pacing, an engrossing plot, and an endearing main character make this impossible to put down. A riveting survival story with emotional growth.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, A young wilderness lookout confronts family expectations and her fear of fireThis novel written in emotive free verse brings the emotional impact of poetry to 12-year-old Opal Gloria Halloway's coming-of-age tale of survival. Living in a lookout tower in New Mexico's Gila National Forest with her mother and grandmother, she struggles with competing fears and desires. Blue-eyed, red-haired Opal genuinely wishes to follow in the paths of three generations of women in her family who were fire-spotting lookouts: As Gran says, "Ã¢Â€Â˜It seems like forever / we've lived on this mountain.' // Ã¢Â€Â˜But fire's lived here longer.'" Yet Opal also yearns to simply attend seventh grade in nearby Cielito and live with the Trujillos, whose twin boys, Vince and Jacob, are her best friends. Deeper down, she struggles with an overwhelming fear of flames: A horrific wildfire claimed her father's life. When a washed-out trail leaves Opal's mother stranded in town and Gran gets lost in the forest, Opal must dig deep to find the courage to protect the people she loves and figure out her place in the world. Believable emotions, gripping action, and skillfully incorporated information about climate change and wildfire management make this a relatable and engaging read.A girl-versus-nature story that shines with evocative verse, a compelling protagonist, and a brisk plotline. (author's note)(Verse fiction. 10-14)

9781250378361 Busted Gemeinhart, Dan MS
Kirkus Review, 08/31/2025
Against his better judgment, a 12-year-old raised in a retirement community by his grandfather helps a 104-year-old resident sneak off to take care of some unfinished business. Oscar Aberdeen has been strictly warned to steer clear of Jimmy Deluca, a new arrival with a shady past. But Pops canâ€™t afford the new rent hike, and Oscar remembers advice from the late Guadalupe Montoya, one of his many senior surrogate grandparents: â€œRight and wrong can get confusing sometimesâ€¦So just do the good thing.â€� Between doing the right thing and doing the good thing, itâ€™s always better to choose the latter. So when the irascible Jimmy promises big bucks in exchange for helping him run a few unspecified errands, Oscar overcomes his scruples, leading to a dizzying round of outrageous, life-altering predicaments and exploits. Itâ€™s a joy to watch Oscar learn to, at Jimmyâ€™s insistent urging, â€œsqueeze the orangeâ€� as they go. In quick succession, the bemused lad has a variety of rousing new experiences, from stealing back a stolen car to getting punched in the face. He also gets to deploy skills that are already in his wheelhouse, like playing cutthroat poker and sensitively comforting the dying. Gemeinhart kits out his reluctant but winningly resilient protagonist with a tragic backstory that adds nuance to his buttoned-up character, and the lively supporting cast includes more than a few seedy or hostile characters but no real villains. Characters largely present white. An exuberant joyride. (Fiction. 9-13)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 08/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "*Starred Review* Oscar’s childhood has never been ordinary. Orphaned at three days old, he has spent his life with his doting grandfather in the Sunny Hills Retirement Community, listening to Frank Sinatra, playing cards with the other residents, and occasionally delivering a eulogy at a funeral. Unwelcome change arrives in the form of a new owner and his young daughter, Natasha, followed by an immediate rent hike that will see Oscar and his grandfather evicted if they can’t cough up the difference before the month is out. So when Jimmy Deluca, a surly resident with rumored ties to the Mob, taps Oscar (in exchange for a hefty reward) to help him break out of the home and tie up some loose ends, the bewildered boy feels like it’s an offer he can’t refuse. With the lively Natasha in tow, making them an unlikely trio, they end up on an adventure that will change all their lives in remarkable ways. The quirky story’s quick tempo and sense of humor instantly enthrall, and Oscar’s old-fashioned predilections combined with Jimmy’s curmudgeonly quips are a recipe for hilarious high jinks. It’s a rousing intergenerational romp that manages to be both entertaining and uplifting, reminding young readers that while right and wrong may sometimes be difficult to discern, simply trying to “do the good thing” will take you far."

9780823456383 Bye forever, I guess Meadows, Jodi MS Booklist starred (October 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 3)) Grades 5-8. Insecure middle-school student Ingrid is a gamer girl who just happens to have an extremely popular (but anonymous) Scrollr account, called Bye Forever, I Guess, on which she posts text conversations she’s carried out with wrong numbers. Only her best friend (Rachel), her online friend, and her grandmother know the truth about it—that is, until Rachel betrays her. Meanwhile, Ingrid’s favorite author is coming to town, and she and the mystery boy she’s been texting decide to finally meet at the bookstore for the event. Meadows, one of the creative forces behind the YA Lady Janies series, proves a dab hand at writing for middle-grade readers, harnessing the drama of shifting friendships and popularity hierarchies, embracing nerd culture, and injecting everything with the perfect amount of awkward. Yes, parts of the book seem entirely too convenient, but it’s such a fun read that no one will care. A hilarious enemies-to-something-more tale, told equally in prose and text messages, this book is sure to please any middle schooler in need of a sweet romance. Hand to fans of Cory Doctorow’s In Real Life (2014) and Alexis Nedd’s Don’t Hate the Player (2021).Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2024) Thirteen-year-old Ingrid never wanted to be anything but invisible. In person, Ingrid Ant is shy, introverted, and content to let her real-life best friend, Rachel Allan, have the spotlight. But online, her Scrollr page “Bye Forever, I Guess” is ridiculously popular. Known as Anony Mouse on Scrollr, Ingrid maintains her anonymity and keeps her popularity under wraps while sharing the hilarious wrong number texts she receives. Ingrid’s life is a careful balance of school, a largely nonexistent social life, posting to Scrollr, and playing her favorite MMORPG, Ancient Tomes Online, with her online best friend, Lorren Watson, who lives in Michigan, far from Ingrid in Virginia; the two have never met in person. When a new family moves to town, Ingrid’s awkwardness causes a rift with her friend group. Lonely and isolated, Ingrid finds that a new wrong number text blossoms into a desperately needed friendship. This mysterious texter—known only by his ATO username, Traveler—gives her a chance to not only make a new friend, but to find her way forward after being isolated by her peers. And who knows—maybe this chance wrong-number encounter will turn into something beyond friendship. This online-savvy tale of friendship uses text message chains to add a digital dimension that perfectly matches Ingrid’s life. Ingrid’s experiences with navigating middle school, friendships, and the online world provide important lessons about online safety and boundary setting in relationships. Characters largely present white. Charming, funny, and endearing. (Fiction. 10-14)
978-1-7972-1078-0 Callers Thomas, Kiah MS ALA Booklist, 04/28/22, On the barren continent of Elipsom, Callers hold the power, sustaining society with the apparent ability to conjure objects from nothing. Quin's intimidating mother heads the Council of Callers, and although their family has led for generations, Quin is unable to Call. When he is suddenly and mysteriously transported across the planet to another continent called Evantra, he learns that Calling, in fact, steals objects from this land. Callers have been oppressing Evantra in secret, exploiting forced labor in order to maintain Elipsom's prosperity, and Quin must decide between loyalty to his family or to the self he is coming to discover. Thomas' debut middle-grade novel is poignant in its simplicity, with tight, effective prose, a slim page count, and a minimal style of world building that allows readers to concentrate on the thought-provoking questions being raised about oppression, consumerism, and our relationship to our planet, as well as Quin's search for identity outside of his family's legacy. A refreshing, affecting work that shows what thoughtful fantasy can do.Horn Book, 08/01/22, The Octavius family is notable for producing Callers -- people with the ability to summon objects seemingly out of thin air. Quintus Octavius, however, has never been successful at Calling anything. This does not sit well with his mother, Elipsom's Chief Councilor, and she makes sure he passes his Calling exam by enlisting his sister to Call for him. Cheating doesn't help Quin's already low confidence, but it's at this point that he accidentally transports himself across their world to Evantra, where he will grow to understand the truth about Callers, Elipsom's history, and his mother's complicity in depleting Evantra's resources for Elipsom's gain. Set in an evocatively realized fantasy world with, in Elipsom's case, a futuristic feel, this is a moving and complex story about the discomfort and reward of doing what is right. Thomas's debut middle-grade novel is a clever critique of the consumerism that we might take for granted. She tackles serious topics with wit, charm, and a few flying rhinodrites along the way. Sarah Berman
978-0-593-80623-4 Camp Frenemies Montague, Liz MS ALA Booklist, 04/01/25, Three bunkmates at camp get off to a rocky start in this endearing comic. Introverted Bea, who still feels a strong attachment to her stuffed animals, is willing to endure one week of camp if it means she never has to go again. Virginia was excited to go to camp along with all her soccer friends, only this year, she didn't make the team, and now it's the last place she wants to be. And Roxy is just hoping for some time away from the constant arguing in her home. Bea and Virginia don't get along at all, which leaves Roxy feeling even worse than when she arrived, especially when Bea and Virginia start escalating their conflict with mean-spirited pranks. When Roxy goes missing, Beatrice and Victoria must put aside their differences and work together to find their friend. Montague's open, sparely drawn characters with flat color fills do a good job of capturing the emotional turns of the story. A natural choice for fans of Raina Telgemeier and Shannon Hale.Kirkus Reviews, 04/01/25, Rising seventh grader Beatrice prefers to spend time in her room talking to her stuffed animals, especially her favorite one, a rabbit named RogerSo, when Bea's father tells her he's signed her up for a weeklong summer camp, that's the last thing she wants to do. After her dad promises that if she agrees to go just this once, she'll never have to go back, she reluctantly agrees. When Bea arrives at Camp Chordata, she meets her "nest mates," Virginia and Roxy. Virginia notices Bea holding Roger and snidely asks, "Aren't we a little old to carry around stuffed animals?" She adds, "Youwillbe judged for carrying that around." Unfortunately, Virginia is proven to be right, but a cute boy stands up for her. Over the course of the week, the girls struggle with learning to be friends as each battles personal problems. The narrative moves quickly, but Montague delves effectively into a range of topics such as jealousy, bullying, insecurity, and divorce. The story offers readers a thoughtful perspective on how you never know exactly what someone might be dealing with based on outward appearances. All three girls have brown skin; Bea has curly brown hair, Virginia (whose skin tone is darkest) has red hair, and Roxy (whose skin is slightly lighter) is blond. The clean, simply drawn panels and warm pastel colors effectively evoke the outdoor summer setting.An emotionally intelligent preteen summer camp adventure. (drawing guide)(Graphic fiction. 8-12)

9781524737931 CANDACE, THE UNIVERSE, AND EVERYTHING SMITH, SHERRI L MS
School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2025
Gr 5 Up—Smith delivers a captivating blend of science fiction and coming-of-age storytelling that explores friendship, identity, and wonder across generations. Thirteen-year-old Candace Wells feels unmoored by changing friendships at the start of eighth grade, but her world expands dramatically when a mysterious bird flies out of her new locker. Inside, she finds a purple notebook filled with advice "For Girls Like Me," written by Tracey Auburn in 1988. When new messages begin to appear, Candace tracks down the now-adult Tracey, a college professor, and the pair are soon led to 93-year-old physicist Loretta Spencer, who had the same locker in 1948. Together, they discover that Candace's locker is a portal through space and time that connects their lives. Smith expertly weaves together multiple time lines, showing each woman at age 13, facing pivotal moments of growth and change. The speculative elements are grounded in real physics concepts, such as Fibonacci sequences and particle accelerators, while excerpts from an in-universe children's book add literary resonance. Candace's voice is clear and compelling as she navigates shifting friendships, a first crush, and the overwhelming realization that she's part of something cosmic. The intergenerational mentorship is especially well crafted, avoiding clichés while showing how wisdom and curiosity flow in both directions. The novel's grounding in Chicago history, with connections to the Underground Railroad and Fermilab, adds richness to the narrative. VERDICT A sophisticated blend of science and realism for readers who enjoyed the time-travel mystery of Rebecca Stead's When You Reach Me or the intergenerational depth of Kelly Barnhill's The Girl Who Drank the Moon. A strong addition to those seeking diverse speculative fiction with emotional resonance.—Rose Garrett Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 06/30/2025
A 13-year-old Black girl’s locker find leads her into an unlikely intergenerational friendship that widens her horizons. Candace Wells is beginning eighth grade with a friendship crisis. Her Filipino American best friend, Deen, has been spending more time with Candace’s “next best friend,” Becca, who’s Black and biracial, leaving Candace feeling like the odd one out. When Candace opens her new locker, a bird shoots out. Deen and Becca walk away arm in arm, leaving her to clean up. As she disinfects her locker, Candace discovers a purple composition notebook with handwritten notes. The friendship advice feels especially relevant: “These People Are Not Your Friends.” The next chapter transports readers to 1988, where Black eighth grader Tracey Auburn is arguing with her best friend, olive-skinned Dia Andres, when a bird flies into her school locker. Her purple notebook and pen go missing from her locker—only to reappear with a drawing of the bird and the signature “Candace.” Candace tracks down Tracey, who’s a professor at a local college, and the two eventually locate Loretta Spencer, the Black woman who had the locker back in 1948 and who studied physics. The trio, connected by the mysterious locker, bird, and notebook, examine the strange phenomena. Smith offers nuanced portrayals of the well-rounded characters and their relationships, combined with enjoyable fantasy elements. Each lead character’s storyline offers accessible connection points, keeping readers engaged. A heartwarming adventure that explores courage, self-belief, and dreams. (Fantasy. 10-14)

9780593698549 Candle Island Wolk, Lauren MS School Library Journal Xpress (April 4, 2025) Gr 4-8-It is the late 1960s, and Lucretia "Lucy" Sanderson and her mother have moved to Candle Island for some peace, unaware of the mysteries and drama they would find-and not just from the secret they brought with them. Candle Island has a winter population of 315, which more than doubles in the summer when the wealthy folk come for vacation; and while Lucy and her mother are here to stay, they find themselves not exactly welcomed by everyone on the island. All they wanted was a place to escape the memory of Lucy's father's death and the journalists who are looking for an interview with the famous Sanderson artist. Life on the island isn't so simple; they find an injured bird, a secret room, and a lost cat between them, among other mysteries. What was supposed to be a peaceful move is met with rocky waves and complicated relationships. Wolk's latest novel wonderfully portrays new relationships while tackling grief and self-discovery. The characters are well developed, and readers can see parts of themselves and those they know. The book also has several small mysteries that readers will be itching to solve. While a work of historical fiction, the story has the modern feel of a quiet life without current technology and trends. VERDICT A worthy purchase for library shelves that would also serve well as a selection for group discussions.-Amanda Borgia © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (January 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 9)) Grades 5-8. The animosity between Candle Island’s locals and the summer folk vacationing there is evident to Lucretia Sanderson before she even alights the ferry. As new residents, she and her mother don’t fit into either camp, but all they really want is to be left in peace so that they can settle into their new house, paint without distraction (mainly from art critics seeking interviews with Mrs. Sanderson), and learn to move forward from the death of Lucretia’s father. Many impediments to these modest desires arise, yet each obstacle leads Lucretia to learn more about the island and, most importantly, herself, considering all the inner changes she’s been experiencing lately. Central to these desires is her wish to befriend a curmudgeonly girl with ties to her house and a kind boy with a secret. Wolk writes with a beautiful serenity reflective of Lucretia’s unconventional artist’s view of the world, and she gradually peels back layers that expose surprising revelations and enrich the character-driven story. Sensory language brings the New England setting to life, whether in the sound of lobster boats passing by or the stabbing cold of the water surrounding the island. Readers who enjoy good writing for its own sake and meeting characters who feel like friends by story’s end will revel in losing themselves on Candle Island.
978-1-368-07437-7 Carnival Chaos Baptiste, Tracey MS Horn Book, 08/01/24, It's the summer before sixth grade, and Misty and her mother have recently moved from Trinidad to live with family in Brooklyn. Despite Misty's outgoing and determined nature, she feels like an outsider, attempting to adapt to her new environment and missing her old home, particularly with her father still in Trinidad due to visa issues. One day, while searching for craft supplies in the basement, Misty and her cousin Aidan stumble upon a magical entity made from sequins, feathers, and other assorted materials. The discovery surprises the children but is less startling to the adults, who reveal that their family descends from a lineage of mokos: healers, protectors, and seers with special powers to safeguard their community. As the next generation of mokos, Misty, Aidan, and their cousin Brooke are assigned the duty of protecting the Brooklyn Carnival. Their new roles are soon challenged by a mysterious force threatening both the celebration and those who celebrate it. Baptiste's fast-paced narrative skillfully blends humor, history, and heart. Readers familiar with her Jumbies series and other works rich in Caribbean lore will find this story both entertaining and resonant, celebrating family, community, history, and the power of storytelling.Kirkus Reviews, "Sometimes a legend is history that wasn't written down."It's late summer, and rising sixth grader Misty has just moved to Brooklyn from Trinidad, which, on a positive note, means two Carnival celebrations (her favorite!) this year. But it's undeniably a difficult and lonely transition; her mother struggles to find work, and her dad is back home. Misty and her Brooklyn cousins, Brooke and Aidan, despite being the next generation of their large, fairly tight-knit Trini American family, aren't particularly close-at least, not until supernatural elements force their hands. The frustration of having parents, aunties, and uncles keeping secrets from them is palpable as the young trio learn of the magical Afro-Caribbean heritage they've suddenly inherited as new mokos from a long line of legendary figures dating back to pre-colonial West Africa. Misty now has the gift of foresight and hindsight, Aidan can heal others with his touch, and Brooke can conjure protective shields. These hard-to-control powers will come in handy: They've manifested alongside a great supernatural threat that puts lives (and Carnival itself) at great risk. In this culturally rich and engaging series opener, the young mokos immerse themselves in the oral traditions of their culture and try to determine who can be trusted and who can't. All the while, they discover that their strengths-like the rich food, music, and folk stories detailed throughout-only grow when they're shared.The power of storytelling on full, colorful, exciting display. (author's note, glossary) (Fantasy. 8-12)
978-0-06-305769-2 Carousel Summer Gros, Kathleen MS ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Lucy expects her summer to be a series of boring days full of chores, helping out at the bookstore, and missing best friend Katia, who is away at camp having entirely too much fun without her. But an artist, Ray, and her daughter, Ana’s, come to recreate the town's carousel while a development firm is trying to buy up properties including her dad's store order to build condos. Now, Lucy's days involve listening to her dad and brother fight over what's best for the family, dealing with the confusing feelings prompted by her admiration of Ray's butch style, and deciding what she can actually share with Katia. The heightened emotions of Lucy, her family, and other townspeople are expertly contrasted in the art with the syrupy glow of lazy summer days and the natural beauty near the town. An engaging coming-of-age story where not only does the tween protagonist learn about herself but she also gets to share lessons about courage and taking risks to help others with the adults in her life.School Library Journal, 04/01/25, Gr 5-8 Twelve-year-old Lucy faces a long, uneventful summer in her small town. Her best and only friend is away at camp, and tensions simmer between her dad and brother over a new development threatening her dad's store unless he agrees to sell. Lucy's dull routine shifts when artist Ray, who is openly gay, and her effortlessly cool daughter Ana&9;s, arrive to restore an old carousel for the town's 150th anniversary. Lucy and Ana’s form an instant bond. Ana’s helps Lucy break out of her shell, while Lucy shows Ana’s the beauty of rural life. As their friendship deepens, the girls explore whether their connection is more than platonic. This heartwarming graphic novel delves into themes of identity, belonging, and courage. Lucy's transformation from a shy, aimless girl to a determined, self-assured advocate will inspire readers. Her relationship with her single father, Richard, is particularly well-developed, balancing love, misunderstanding, and eventual growth. Richard remains a sympathetic figure as he grapples with Lucy's budding identity, making his redemption feel genuine. Gros's illustrations capture the story's timeless charm, with characters, who are primarily white, depicted in realistic body shapes. VERDICT Perfect for fans of Kayla Miller, this thoughtful graphic novel is a must-have for libraries serving upper elementary and middle school readers  Amy Ribakove
978-0-593-81376-8 Case of the Contraband Closet Moldavsky, Goldy MS Kirkus Reviews, Best-selling YA author Moldavsky takes on organized crime at Marlowe Middle School in her middle-grade debut, a mystery series openerSeventh grader Maya Mendoza is a sharp-witted, self-declared detective in Hillside, New Jersey. When the school's Contraband Closet is mysteriously emptied, Maya vows to crack the case. She tracks suspects and possible locations of the loot with the help of other kids sent to detention by Principal Spade: Ava Agarwal, Clementine Steffin-Paller, and Jordan Freeman. Jordan is Maya's ex-bestie, and she hopes their shared investigation will mend their broken friendship. As she helps to uncover crooked kids and compromised adults, Maya embodies the flawed, disillusioned sleuth pursuing corruption and gangster-style crime-while also navigating a first crush, the ups and downs of tween social interactions, and the changes brought about by divorce. Maya and her crew take on an illegal card ring, nab a vandal, and get into (and out of) plenty of scrapes. Each member of their new club, the Bubblegum Shoes, brings a distinct skill set, setting up a rich cast for the next book. From the start, snappy dialogue and stylized narration channel classic film noir. While the evocative, staccato, early-20th-century-style cadence may at first be challenging for some readers to adjust to, the author delivers a fun, action-packed caper. The cover art and characters' names suggest a diverse cast.A witty story full of humor, mystery, and friendship.(Mystery. 8-12)Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 06/17/25, Moldavsky (Of Earthly Delights) makes her middle grade debut in this sharp series starter about an amateur detective who reveres adult investigators from classic noir movies. New Jersey seventh grader Maya’s snooping lives in infamy, especially since an incident severed her friendship with BFF Jordan. In detention yet again, Maya uncovers a link between her â€œfellow inmatesâ€� Jordan, Clementine, and Ava: all three tweens have had something confiscated and tossed
978-0-593-35112-3 Cassi and the House of Memories Stuart, Dean MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 12/06/24, The twilight years of a life well lived inspire new appreciation in this visually and emotionally striking graphic novelRed-haired, pigtailed Cassi shares everything with Grandpa Charlie, but sometimes his brain is a little foggy. He forgets details, fails to recognize his only grandchild, and wanders away without warning. Grandma explains his condition using an inventive metaphor of cascading dominoes. In his lucid moments, Grandpa shares his love of music, but one day, Cassi follows him through the trees in the backyard into a vast, surreal, mazelike building containing his memories. There she meets a young Charlie and discovers his rich musical history. Stuart portrays memories as an endless gallery of framed, hanging pictures; Cassi enters these portals into Grandpa's past. The spacious, labyrinthine chambers of the mind play visual second fiddle to vivid scenes of light-skinned, brown-haired Charlie's life among artists and performers. Cassi interacts with and affects each memory before it deteriorates, rewriting history or accepting an inevitable defeat. The brilliant, richly colored art and subtle complexities of how Cassi and readers come to know Grandpa elevate the story, such as when advice that an older Grandpa offers Cassi makes sense only when considered within the full context of his life and formative childhood experiences. The wondrous elements of fabulism and the affection between grandfather and granddaughter combine to form something greater than the sum of their parts.A dazzling, heartfelt journey through fading memories. (sketches and concept art, author's note)(Graphic fiction. 8-12)School Library Journal Starred Review, 02/01/25, Gr 4-7 Cassi is a young girl who loves her grandfather Charlie very much. She enjoys talking with and playing hide-and-seek with him. Sometimes, though, Grandpa forgets things, and when that happens, it can be scary for both of them. Stuart takes readers on a journey into Grandpa's memories along with Cassi, expounding why memories can be so difficult to traverse. This is an elegantly written and beautifully illustrated look into the early stages of dementia through the eyes of family. The characters are charming and easy to recognize, even when the story shifts to the past. Charlie's story, though not told chronologically, is thoughtfully tied together with images from his past. The artwork is a stunning watercolor display, showcasing all the emotion within the story. The memories are abstract at times, but easy to follow with Cassi as guide. The linework is both simple and complex, keeping readers in the point-of-view of a very young girl whose imagination is alive and thriving. As Cassi navigates through her grandfather's triumphs and losses, readers are treated to the spectrum of color and a wonderful play on shadow and light. Meanwhile, the dialogue is fun and fast-paced enough to maintain interest throughout. VERDICT An absolutely delightful and touching family story with wonderful art, and a must-have for all shelves.â€” Lauren Sullivan
9781665934909 Charlie Thorne and the Royal Society Gibbs, Stuart MS series book 4
978-1-250-86330-0 Chickenpox Lai, Remy MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 12/06/24, In this story loosely based on the author's childhood, a tween stuck at home with her younger siblings while they all recover from chickenpox must summon patience while struggling with anxiety from shifting friendshipsIt's 1994 in Indonesia, and 12-year-old Abby Lai is irritated that her younger brothers and sisters-Amy, 11, Remy, 8, Andy, 6, and Tommy, 3-make her house feel like "a wild zoo." They take (and sometimes ruin) her things, and there's never a moment's peace amid the bickering and fart jokes. After a disastrous visit with best friends Monica Chandra and Julia Hartono, during which Abby spectacularly lost her temper at her siblings, she's embarrassed to overhear Julia telling someone at school that she was "acting like such a fourth grader." But then Julia succumbs to chickenpox-and it emerges that when she was over, she infected the Lai kids as well. Abby, who's already feeling isolated, now faces quarantining at home with her pesky siblings. The expressive art and clear sequencing in this humor-filled, emotionally intelligent story highlight Abby's journey as she finds her footing as a better big sister and friend who can give and receive grace for human missteps. Iconic aspects of '90s life (like eavesdropping on someone's conversation on a landline phone extension) and facets of life in Indonesia (jaywalking when there are no crosswalks) add to the strong sense of time and place.Honest, atmospheric, and full of heart. (author's note)(Graphic fiction. 8-12)ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Getting older was supposed to mean more independence, but Abby feels like she's stuck between co-parent and child. The oldest of five, Abby is fed up with the noise and lack of personal space in her home when a case of chickenpox traps the siblings in quarantine and forces Abby to reevaluate her role in her household and her friendships. Separated from her social life, Abby navigates arguments, chores, and what feels like constant missteps with her friends. In a moment of introspection, Abby notices she's "been feeling conflicted and acting conflicted." Expressive illustrations animate the many emotions and personalities present in the home in a sitcom-style narrative. In this story based on the author's own life and set in Indonesia in the 1990s, younger readers are bound to see themselves in Abby or her siblings, while adult readers will delight in the humorous nostalgia. Relatable banter reflects the ebb and flow of fights to fun within a family. For fans of Raina Telgemeier, this chaotic and comforting family story emphasizes emotional intelligence and healthy communication.

9780525426820 Chronically Dolores Van Wagenen, Maya MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 01/31/2024
Grades 7-10 - "*Starred Review* Dolores Mendoza’s life is in the toilet after she embarrasses herself in front of the entire eighth grade. Between her chronic illness (interstitial cystitis) and repeated head injuries, her best friend Shae ghosting her, and family drama, she feels really out of place. To get her out of the house, her mom signs her up for a workshop on communication and making friends, where the only other girl there about her age is awkward, direct, and puts the pieces of Dolores’ life together, causing her further embarrassment. But that girl, Terpsichore Berkenbosch-Jones, is doing whatever she can to convince her overprotective mom to let her go to the public high school because being homeschooled is not how she’s going to become a Tony-winning costume designer for a big Broadway show. Together, the two hatch a plot for Dolores to get her friend back and convince Terpsichore’s mother that being autistic doesn’t mean she can’t have dreams and a life. Hitting themes of growing apart from old friends, confronting exaggerated ideas of embarrassment and rejection, learning to find accommodations and self-advocate, and understanding that people aren’t always what they seem, Van Wagenen’s (Popular, 2014) fiction debut is a standout with both wide appeal and important, specific representation bolstered by the author’s own life."

Kirkus Review, 01/31/2024
During the summer before high school, a nominally Catholic teen finds that she can relate to martyred saints. Dolores Mendoza’s family is struggling financially, and her parents’ marriage is imploding. A year ago, she was diagnosed with interstitial cystitis after a bladder accident made her a pariah. Then Mexican American Dolores meets Terpsichore Berkenbosch-Jones, who is autistic and reads white. Terpsichore wants to fake a friendship to prove to her helicopter mom that she’s capable of attending public school and can stop home schooling. The answer to their problems seems clear: Dolores will win back her former best friend, and Terpsichore will win her independence. What could go wrong? Dolores’ chronic illness frequently causes trouble for herself, and a vein of wry humor and dramatics runs through her everyday interactions. Her creative first-person narration includes transcripts from her confessional conversations with a priest, mock telenovela scripts (complete with scene directions), and her reviews of local bathrooms. Dolores is in an ongoing standoff with her illness and comes to no pat resolutions about her body, instead approaching her illness in a way that feels true to her character and to being 14. Self-actualized and incisive Terpsichore’s journey and the girls’ increasingly non-fake friendship feel earned, and the affectionately combative dynamics between the Mendoza family, in particular between Dolores and her Tía Vera and older brother Mateo, are strong. An insightful, funny, and realistic coming-of-age story. (author's note) (Fiction. 12-18)

978-1-536-23593-7 Chronicles of a Lizard Nobody Ness, Patrick MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon them, as this monitor lizard soon learnsSoon after Principal Wombat assures Zeke that she hasn't selected him to be a hall monitor just because he's a monitor lizard, he proves fairly inept at the job. He almost immediately punches local bully Pelicarnassus in the beak after a nasty encounter. Unfortunately, Pelicarnassus is the son of a supervillain, and after that fact is revealed, some of the wilder elements of this anthropomorphic school story come to the fore. For instance, because of an ancient family curse, the entire country of France appeared on Zeke's knee after the death of his father. Ness clearly has a talent for balancing heart with mind-blowing silliness and whimsy. Such elements combine perfectly when Zeke's mother, suffering from depression after the passing of Zeke's father, is followed by a literal black dog at all times. All this is punctuated by Miller's ink drawings of the characters, perfectly matching Ness' equally deadpan recounting of the action. Yet in the end, it's Zeke's slow growth into a hero that will touch readers' hearts, gargantuan pelican robot suits and tiny fighter jets notwithstanding.Heart and weirdness in equal measure prove you should never underestimate the power of a lizard!(Fiction. 8-12)Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 09/22/25, By combining gripping accounts of sailing voyages through raging storms with fascinating background on how climate scientists are studying extreme weather, Fox (The Last Winter) delivers a report thatâ€™s as entertaining as it is informative. He notes that for decades, sailors have been raising the alarm that centuries-old rules of thumb for navigating the sea are losing their predictive value as climate change transforms the ocean. This can lead to dangerous consequences, Fox contends, providing a harrowing description of how in 1991, sailor John Kretschmer endured 80 mile-per-hour winds and torrential rain after getting caught in a category three hurricane despite sailing outside â€œtypical hurricane generation zonesâ€� near Bermuda. Fox explains that as CO2 warms the atmosphere, the heat intensifies the process by which energy is transferred from the ocean to the air, which in turn exacerbates the differences in air pressure that generate wind and make severe storms more common. Exploring scientific efforts to better understand how global warming is changing the ocean, Fox details oceanographer Adrienne Suttonâ€™s work with Richard Jenkinsâ€™s Saildrone company to develop unmanned vessels capable of taking CO2 and temperature measurements even in the middle of a hurricane. Filled with enlightening climate science and exciting adventure writing, this thrills. Agent: Duvall Osteen, UTA. (Sept.)
978-0-06-334836-3 Cincinnati Lee, Curse Breaker Heilig, Heidi MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Starred Review Cincinnati Lee loves archeology as much as her great-great-something-grandfather did, and he dedicated his life to recovering ancient artifacts for preservation and display in museums. But Cincinnati is certain that her ancestor's work, however well intentioned, has left their family cursed, and she feels it's her responsibility to return all the artifacts to their places of origin. Luckily, her mom's work at a New York City museum puts her in proximity to plenty of relics. But a rumor about the hunt for the Spear of Destiny sees Cincinnati sucked into a race against older, more-experienced treasure hunters who want the relic's supposed powers for their own gain. Can Cincinnati (and a few unexpected allies) find a way to beat them to the spear while staying true to their own moral code? It's a terrific tale, worthy of its Indiana Jones inspiration (fedora included) yet still fresh, and Cincinnati feels like a fully realized friend, flaws and all. There are surprises aplenty, real danger, and lots of laughs, and Heilig pulls no punches in her thoughtful discussions of museum ethics and lightly disguised Hobby Lobby scandals. Any amateur archaeologist or adventurer-appreciator will adore the brisk pace, delightfully well-rounded cast, and deepening mystery that whisks readers around the world and into high-stakes situations. A fantastic, adventurous foray into the ethics of archaeology.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 02/01/25, A spirited 12-year-old embarks on an action-packed globe-trekking adventure to collect and repatriate stolen artifactsAfter Cincinnati Lee, an American girl who has some Chinese heritage, snags her ailing 135-year-old archaeologist great-great-great-grandfather's diary, she learns about a clay idol from Peru that he looted (and which has cursed the family) and the legendary Spear of Destiny (a relic rumored to grant immense power, but at great peril). Determined to right past wrongs, Cincinnati works to recover the idol. In doing so she unravels an international web of secrets involving corporate art smugglers, curse-bearing relics, and her own family history. Along the way, Cincinnati is supported by friends: Parsley, a Black classmate at her posh private school and the daughter of a celebrity musician, and Felix, who presents Latine and is an amateur forger whose father works with Cin's mom at the Cosmopolitan Museum of New York. The settings and characters are well developed, and laugh-out-loud dialogue accompanies the bold, fast-paced narrative. References to other adventure stories, real places, and true-to-life political controversies (such as the Hobby Lobby smuggling scandal) abound, adding depth and inviting readers to reflect on questions of cultural heritage and museum ethics. As Heilig writes in her author's note, "When the treasure we put on display is evidence of a crime, what will future generations believe about our values?" This story is hilarious, smart, and respectfully rendered, and the writing is accessible while still feeling literary.A thrilling, thoughtful, and layered adventure story with fantastical elements.(Adventure. 8-12)
978-0-593-70803-3 Cinderella and the Beast: Beauty and the Glass Slipper Bussing, Kim MS Kirkus Reviews, Two heroes trade places in a lightweight fairy-tale mashupAfter some magical shenanigans, Belle, the daughter of a down-on-his-luck widower, wakes up one morning lying in a fireplace and facing a woman and her two daughters, who demand that she act as their servant. Elsewhere in Reverie, Ella, an orphan with a glass leg, is being kept captive in an enchanted castle by the beast of the woods. Both girls display considerable pluck and intelligence, standard-issue characteristics in fairy-tale reimaginings. The twist comes from the introduction of a third hero-a rebellious, bad-tempered princess who's mysteriously disappeared from the capital city of Miravale. Belle teams up with the princess' brother, Crown Prince Amir, in an effort to discover her whereabouts and escape her own servitude. Does the missing royal have anything to do with the grumpy beast living in the cursed castle in the forest, now befriending Ella? Many readers will spot the stories' connections long before the official reveal, but they'll nevertheless appreciate the resourcefulness and empathy of each of the girls as they strive to overcome their magical obstacles and help those around them. Bussing takes the popular trope of reframing villains' stories to an intriguing extreme by offering everyone (even Ella's stepmother) sympathy and psychological motives for their misbehavior. Ella and Belle are cued white; Amir and his sister have olive skin and dark hair.Devourers of fractured fairy tales will enjoy this kindhearted take on two classics.(Fantasy. 8-12)Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 04/03/25, Instead of waking up in the cellar of her deceased royal librarian fatherâ€™s home, 12-year-old Ella, who has a glass leg, finds herself in the home of a traveling merchant fallen on hard times. Out of kindness, she takes his place in meeting Neesa, the mysterious beast of the woods. Now imprisoned in Neesaâ€™s magical castle, Ella must help her break her beastly curse before time runs out. Meanwhile, the merchantâ€™s 12-year-old daughter Belle, who intended to help restore her fatherâ€™s business, winds up trapped in Ellaâ€™s cellar and magically compelled to act as a servant to Ellaâ€™s cruel stepmother. To escape, Belle must recover her deceased motherâ€™s enchanted locket and ally herself with the kingdom of Miravaleâ€™s young prince Amir, who seeks Ella. Debut author Bussing skillfully balances whimsy with danger as the protagonists find adventure, freedom, and new friendships. In this delightful fairy tale mash-up, a series launch, Bussing employs familiar tropes and set pieces in new and unexpected ways, weaving them together in a manner that both respects and reinvents the source material. Ella and Belle read as white; Neesa and Amir have brown skin. Ages 8â€“12. Agent: Laurel Symonds, KT Literary. (Jan.)
978-1-7748-8210-8 City of Lost Cats Lloyd Kyi, Tanya MS ALA Booklist, 01/01/25, After Fiona's parents died in a car crash two years ago, Aunt Tanis became her guardian, and they moved to a smaller apartment, which has never felt like home to Fiona. And when Tanis' insufferable boyfriend joins them again, Fiona decides to run away. She doesn't make it very far, just down to the town's harbor. There she discovers a derelict mansion. She decides to restore it as a comfortable home for the many abandoned cats and two lost parakeets living there, but the arrival of a demolition crew threatens Fiona's plans and the animals' home. One of the tomcats emerges as a leader, but what can he do? Will the cats triumph? Will the birds find their beloved home again? Kyi portrays Fiona's emotional state and the cats' signature qualities (from neediness to aloof independence) with equal sensitivity in this appealing story, which reveals some surprises as the action unfolds. The use of rhymed verse to represent the parakeets' communications works increasingly well as the story progresses. A fast-paced narrative with particular appeal for animal lovers.Kirkus Reviews, 01/01/25, An abandoned mansion inhabited by cats is set to be demolished, but one small girl might be the key to saving itWhen 12-year-old Fiona once again attempts to run away from the tiny apartment she shares with her aunt, she happens upon a dilapidated, historic home, known to its feline residents as The City. Perhaps saving this place and these lost cats is the Destiny that Fiona's been seeking ever since her parents died, leaving her adrift. She quickly realizes this will be no easy feat: Destruction is imminent, and Fiona and the cats all struggle to determine whom to trust and whom to blame. Third-person chapters shift among the perspectives of Fiona (who has dark eyes and curly dark hair), three of the cats (each with a distinct personality), and a demolition worker. Delightful poetic interludes from two lost parakeets who also live in the house, as well as various notes, flyers, and news bulletins, appear between chapters, adding intrigue and offering additional insights into what's happening in the diverse community. With all these different elements and perspectives, readers may at first require patience, but everything comes together in a rewarding and exciting way with surprising twists and reveals. Fiona's journey to advocacy is inspiring, and the book thoughtfully touches on not just the need for shelters for animals, but the human housing crisis as well.A gratifying, bighearted tale about community, belonging, and cats.(Fiction. 8-12)
978-0-06-304535-4 Clairboyance Kahakauwila, Kristiana MS  Horn Book, 08/01/24, In this novel set in O'ahu, Hawai'i, Clara is having a rough start to sixth grade and wishes she could move to Arizona to live with her dad. Her best friend, Leo, has not spoken to her since the beginning of the school year, and Clara, confused and hurt, wishes she knew why. One night, she asks the 'umeke, a wooden bowl that her family has passed down for generations, "What are boys thinking?" The next day, Clara can hear the thoughts of all the boys around her. Clara tries to use her new abilities in helpful ways but ends up causing more trouble. When her Tutu (grandmother in 'olelo Hawai'i, or the Hawaiian language) has a serious asthma attack, Dad wants to move both Clara and Tutu to Arizona, and Clara finds herself using her Clairboyance (Tutu's name for the ability) to convince her dad to move back to Hawai'i instead. Kahakauwila's middle-grade debut introduces readers to the history, culture, and language of Hawai'i. Characters smoothly switch among English, Creole English, and 'olelo Hawai'i, and Tutu teaches Clara how to care for the land (flora and fauna are vividly described) and the ancestors. Readers are reminded of the importance of family, history, and culture in the context of an entertaining tween narrative. A welcome addition to Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander literature for young people-School Library Journal Starred Review, 05/01/24, Gr 4-7 This hilarious and heartfelt middle grade novel answers the age-old question: What are boys really thinking?! Protagonist Clara, a Hawaiian tween, is gifted with the answer. After gaining the magical power of listening that has been passed down in her family for generations, Clara is finally able to understand what the boys around her are thinkingâ€”she becomes 'clairboyant.' Clara gains these powers early on in the novel, giving the story momentum. Despite some funny bumps along the way, Clara learns how to use her powers for good, helping her male friends work through their insecurities while gaining confidence in herself and learning powerful lessons about honesty, vulnerability, and trust. Clara's roots in her native Hawaiian culture is an equally powerful theme in the novel, as she engages with community elders like her grandma TÃ…Â«tÃ…Â« and her bus driver Kumu Maka, who is mÃ„Â�hÃ…Â« (gender nonconforming), to strengthen her connection to the natural landscape and people on the island she calls home. VERDICT Providing necessary AANHPI representation, humor, and instant middle school appeal, this novel is a first purchase.â€”Maria Bohan
979-83-471-0237-2 Coach Reynolds, Jason MS Continuation of series - no reviews
9781665929738 
9798368781013 Code Name Kingfisher Kessler, Liz MS School Library Journal starred (April 1, 2024) Gr 4-8-In the present day, middle schooler Liv is dealing with heavy friend drama, as well as moving her frail Bubbe into an elder community. In 1942 Amsterdam, similarly aged Mila and older sister Hannie are trying to maintain a semblance of normal while living under false identities during the Nazi occupation. When Liv gets a school assignment to explore her family tree, she and new friend Gabi begin probing secretive Bubbe's past. The two stories, wartime and present day, intertwine as events and artifacts from Mila's and Hannie's lives turn up in Liv's exploration of Bubbe's past. Mila, or Mimi, is Bubbe. Much of the plot is revealed through letters and narration by various characters, in addition to journal entries written by Hannie as letters to her lost mother. In helping reunite Bubbe with a friend who was with Hannie at the time she disappeared and who has her journal, Liv learns that Hannie had been a resistance worker murdered by a Nazi patrol. Reading the journal, Bubbe realizes Hannie had forgiven her for her role in mistakenly exposing several Jewish children to capture and releases a lifetime of shame and regret. In an author's note, Kessler writes that, though fictional, the novel is inspired by a tale of real-life sisters. VERDICT A narrative that is at times almost overpoweringly emotional; an intense story, gorgeously told. With World War II books perennially in demand, especially Shoah stories, this one is highly recommended for elementary and middle school libraries.-Bob Hassett © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (May 15, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 18)) Grades 5-8. Liv has been tasked with filling out a family tree, but her grandmother, Mila, won’t discuss the past. Following a chance find by Liv in Mila’s attic, readers are transported back to 1940s Holland via letters and diary entries. A young Mila and her older sister, Hannie, are Jewish siblings contending with the Nazi occupation, and the burgeoning underground resistance movement is calling Hannie’s name, testing their deep connection. Liv works to detangle her family's complicated past while sorting out an equally confusing present (drifting friends and school bullies), and what she uncovers will change her family forever. The stunning story soars when recounting the sisters’ troubled time in Amsterdam, and the dramatic descriptions of high-stakes situations will have readers glued to the page. Alternating points of view and time jumps add compelling perspectives, and though there are truly tough moments, the fierce familial bonds and loving friendships lighten the load. A stirring story that will give any reader a boost of bravery in the face of adversity.
978-1-665-91959-3 Colony Evans, Richard Paul MS Continuation of series - no reviews
978-1-250-36380-0 Confessions of a Junior Spy Munda, Rosaria MS ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, Welcome to the Pangean Hotel, a sanctuary for spies and their families. As the daughter of a high-ranking spy (her mother) and the hotel chef (her father), Beatrice has grown up at the Pangean and is eager to get her Knack (special talent) and begin her spy training in earnest. However, Beatrice's mother wants her to go to "normal" (non-spy) boarding school before committing to a clandestine life in the Pangean League. It's a bleak but seemingly unavoidable prospect until a "Normal" family seeks sanctuary at the hotel under mysterious and dangerous circumstances. Beatrice and her best friend, Tommy, befriend the new girl, Chantal, and the trio decides to take action when a ransom note arrives at the Pangean. Rogue agents, assassins, lessons in spycraft, hidden weapons, and fast cars add excitement and intrigue to the plot's quick pace. Beatrice's relationship with her mother is relatable and a pleasure to watch develop, particularly for its idiosyncrasies. An entertaining and imaginative story that indicates more adventures are to come.Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, A top spy's daughter gets involved in a mission against her mother's wishes in order to save her friendBeatrice Bates has never set foot outside the Pangean Hotel. It's part of an international network of sanctuaries for the Pangean League, a secret organization working toward world peace. Bea's mom, one of the world's best spies, is rarely home. Even though she ends up stitching up her mom's wounds, Bea longs to follow in her footsteps and use the skills she's learned at the Pangean-like self-defense, languages, and wiretapping-to help people. But Bea's mom wants her to live like a "Normal" person and plans to send her off to boarding school. Bea makes a new friend, Chantal, whose family are Normal guests who are hiding at the Pangean as they try to escape from a threat. Bea wants to help Chantal, but living out her spy dreams could mean disappointing her mother. This adventurous series opener has a clear, quick plot that fluidly drives the story forward within its well-drawn world. The Slavic-coded Arctic League, which has "a totally different definition of world peace," is on a ruthless quest for "world domination." Bea's mom, Anya Batrova, who's a rare "ex-Arctic assassin," now only works for "good countries," but the narrative doesn't explicitly differentiate between oppressive governments and their people. Bea presents white, and Chantal reads Black.A fast-paced romp that leans into ethnic stereotypes. (hotel rules, map, guide to hotel services)(Adventure. 8-12)
9781665939898 
978-1-665-93988-1 Courtesy of Cupid Jones, Nashae MS School Library Journal (December 1, 2023) Gr 4-8-Erin Johnson has no time for love. She may only be in middle school, but she has big plans: become a biologist; cure colon cancer; and win a Nobel Prize. And to start, she needs to secure her spot as president of the Multicultural Leadership Club. There's only one thing standing in her way: Trevor Jin. Erin's academic rival since kindergarten, Trevor has his eyes on the presidency, and he is ready to fight for it. Then, on her 13th birthday, Erin discovers that she is the daughter of Cupid, and she has inherited the power to make people fall in love. Erin uses her newfound abilities for her own benefit and enchants Trevor with the intention of manipulating him into dropping out of the race. But as her own feelings toward Trevor begin to change, Erin must face the consequences of meddling with love. A diverse cast of characters enriches the academic enemies trope. Erin is Black and Trevor is Korean, and they form a bond as they share their cultures with one each other. But while the triumphs and humiliations of adolescence are vividly depicted, the plot tends to wander, and the central romance lacks that spark that would make the book a more satisfying introduction to rom-coms. VERDICT An optional purchase, except where there is a dire need for middle grade romance.-Alia Shields © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (November 1, 2023 (Vol. 120, No. 5)) Grades 4-7. In her campaign to become president of the Multicultural Leadership Club at school, ambitious eighth-grader Erin uses every tool at her disposal to compete with her nemesis, Trevor Jin—including using her newfound magical powers to make people fall in love. But Erin soon finds out that tampering with people’s hearts has major consequences, not least the fact that while Trevor’s infatuation with her is caused by Cupid magic, Erin might be falling for Trevor for real. Jones’ debut middle-grade romance explores fickle adolescent relationships, and strong-minded Erin’s story is at its best when she’s learning to see her friends, old and new, with more nuance than before. Sudden emotional shifts can make some interactions feel disjointed, but footnotes from Erin inject humorous asides, and each chapter starts with one of the Cupid Commandments, foreshadowing the chapter’s coming themes. Some readers will relate to the pressure Erin and Trevor feel to succeed as high-achieving students, and fans of academic rivalries will enjoy the pair’s snarky back-and-forth.
978-1-665-91518-2 Cousins in the Time of Magic Otheguy, Emma MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, Cousins Siggy, Camila, and Jorge spend their Monday afternoons in the care of their distracted tia Xia, who works at the local history museum. One afternoon, Jorge sees Tia Xia holding a "dazzling sword, with a solid gold hilt and silver engravings, dotted with diamonds and rubies." He watches her crawl into a tinajon, a large clay pot in her garden, with the sword and emerge a minute later without it. Curious, Jorge later enters the tinajon; his cousins follow, and the three are magically transported from present-day Miami to 1862 Virginia during the Civil War. On their journey they meet Alfonso, a Cuban American drummer boy in the Union Army; and Oscar, an enslaved child. Eventually, the cousins travel via hot-air balloon to Puebla, Mexico, to rescue Tia Xia, recover the sword, and deliver it to Mexican General Ignacio Zaragoza. Otheguy incorporates a wealth of historical research into this action-packed adventure, keeping readers engaged with a propulsive plot. Extensive back matter gives historical context to this escapade, which is accompanied by occasional black-and-white illustrations.ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, At first glance, Tia Xia seems like a neglectful babysitter to her niece and two nephews, but she can actually travel through time. The cousins soon find themselves transported back to 1862 when two events are happening simultaneously: the Civil War in the U.S. and the Battle of Puebla in Mexico. Traveling by boat and hot-air balloon, the children make friends along the way and aid not only in the rescue of their aunt but also in the delivery of a special sword to General Ignacio Zaragoza. With black-and-white illustrations throughout, this historical action-adventure tale reads like a blend of Rodman Philbrick's The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg (2009) and Treasure Island. Extensive back matter includes important information about the true origins of Cinco de Mayo, helpful notes about which parts of the historical fiction stem from reality (e.g., the sword is real!), a glossary, a bibliography, and a list for further reading. There is quite a bit to learn here about Cinco de Mayo and readers will find Otheguy successful both as an author and a historian.
978-1-536-21153-5 Crashing in Love Jacobson, Jennifer Richard MS ALA Booklist, 04/28/22, Almost 13-year-old Peyton is facing a dull summer. Her best friend, Mari, will be away all summer, putting an end to their various plans. On the way to Mari's house to say goodbye, however, Peyton sees what at first seems to be a pile of clothes lying on the road but on further inspection turns out to be an injured boy about her age. The boy, Gray, then lies in a coma in the hospital, and Peyton divides her time between sitting beside his bed and talking to him, at his parents' request, and trying to discover who hit him. Peyton is devoted to self-motivation, and her first-person narrative is appropriately crisp and peppy, and the characters around her are vivid and bright, from her struggling journalist mother to her laid-back father and manipulative paternal grandmother. She is disappointed when her daydream about Gray and who he actually turns out to be don't match, but the truth jars her into reevaluating who she is and wants to be and forces her to step out of fantasy and into the real world.Kirkus Reviews, Twelve-year-old Peyton plays detective after rescuing a hit-and-run victim who she hopes could become her summer boyfriend.It doesn't take Peyton long after finding Gray unconscious to start imagining their would-be romance. It's summer in Mussel Cove, and she's working the beat in the small coastal Maine town, on the hunt for whomever hit and then abandoned Gray, all while he's in the hospital in a coma. Her search for justice teaches her a lot about first impressions and assumptions as she realizes that life lies perplexingly in between black and white. While Jacobson tries to convey some of that complexity, it unfortunately mostly falls flat. Peyton's older sisters feel generic, and her divorced parents hit the obvious tropes. There are flashes of depth, as in the sisters' conversation about what split up their parents and in the moment her father stands up to her unforgiving grandmother. But overall, the story stays on the surface. The suspense around what will happen to Gray and the mystery of who hit him keep the plot plodding along, but everything is resolved almost too quickly in the end. Jacobson succeeds, however, at writing Peyton as a believable tween girl with age-appropriate concerns, friends, and interests. The main characters are presumed White; cues such as a name or hairstyle may be intended to identify background characters of color.A middle-of-the-road coming-of-age mystery. (Mystery. 9-12)
978-0-7352-3061-3 Creaky Acres Brill, Calista and Magruder, Nilah MS ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, Blue-ribbon winner Nora has always thrived in the structure of her barn and the eventing community, but when her family moves to a new town, she and her horse, Hay Fever, must find a new routine among opossums and oddballs at a different kind of barn in this endearing middle-grade graphic novel. As if being the new kid wasn't hard enough, Nora finds she's also the only Black student at her school and faces daily microaggressions from students and faculty. The art style blends realism and cartoon elements, shining when capturing facial expressions ke Nora's incredulous horror at the state of her new barn d the personalities of her fellow Creaky Acres students. The illustrations feature diagrams and tips on proper eventing etiquette, giving the reader a crash course in all things horse. Even the barn animals come alive, each with their own distinct mannerisms. Little by little, Nora learns to trust herself, to keep her eyes up, and that sometimes a little bit of weirdness is exactly what you need to grow.Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, A 10-year-old Black girl faces a lot of difficult changes when she moves to a rural townWhen her mom gets a new job, Nora Wright leaves behind her three best friends, Ava, Anna, and Emma (drawn as nearly identical slender blond white girls) and the posh stable where she boards her horse, Hay Fever, to move to Creaky Acres. Although her current trainer recommends the place, Nora instantly despises it, calling it "a dump." Horses are well cared for at Creaky Acres, but so are possums and a goat-and the white kids riding there are scruffy and don't go to horse shows. Nora's rude to them. She endures frequent racial microaggressions from kids and adults alike at her new school, where she's the only Black student. She's struggling with her riding, too. Nora is appealing and sympathetic, and the overall message that friendship and a love of horses transcend race and class divisions is a good one, but it's undermined by the depiction of the rich riders as thin and neat and the poorer ones as plump and untidy, images that perpetuate stereotypes about body size and socioeconomic class. Confusingly, "eventing," which is a specific sort of competition, is used repeatedly as a synonym for "horse show," and some elements of the story strain credulity. The cartoonlike artwork is expressive and highlights the characters' feelings.An unevenly executed story with a strong message about personal growth.(Graphic fiction. 8-12)
978-1-250-84759-1 Creature Clinic Than, Gavin Aung MS ALA Booklist, 04/01/25, Kara is the senior resident doctor at Creature Clinic, a hospital her grandfather opened to provide medical care for all the fantastical inhabitants of Myth Valley. Her mother is currently the head of the hospital, and Kara works extremely hard to live up to her expectations. Emotions between the two boil over when a giant shows up in need of care and a human boy is found stuck to the bottom of his shoe. Kara is a firm believer in helping all living creatures, while her mother thinks humans are too dangerous. In secret, Kara helps nurse the boy back to health, and hilarity ensues as she tries to keep him hidden from the rest of the clinic staff. Than's bright, bold cartoon artwork entertainingly blends a wide range of fairy tale creatures, such as ogres, werewolves, and unicorns, and the slapstick humor and quick comic timing will surely lead to lots of laughs. Full of fun and heart, this fantasy comedy will satisfy plenty of middle-grade comics readers.School Library Journal, 04/01/25, Gr 4-8 What if mythical creatures, such as trolls, unicorns, and pixies, had their own hospital where human beings weren't welcome? Kara Orc has been trying to please her mother, the great Dr. Orc, since she was a small child. She has studied hard, worked hard, and became the doctor her mother wanted. But it never seems to be enough. When they discover a small human wedged on the bottom of an ailing giant's foot, Kara goes against her mother's wishes and treats him at Creature Clinic. She knows it's not a good idea, but as a doctor, she feels she must treat all creaturesâ€”even humans. Though the plot starts slowly, with a lot of time spent on the stories of the various patients, once the momentum builds, the pacing takes over, culminating in an exciting climax. Than's graphic novel features strong characterization, complemented by dynamic artwork. Bold colors throughout give the story a lively feel. VERDICT This imaginative tale will delight middle grade readers, making it a fun addition to all library collections. Esther Keller
978-0-06-325140-3 Creepening of Dogwood House Royce, Eden MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, A tragic event leads a tween to move in with his aunt and uncle in his family's mysterious ancestral home in South Carolina.Twelve-year-old Roderick Bolden has always treasured his hair. Recollections of sitting at his mother's feet while she braided his thick Afro as they chatted about their days are some of his most cherished memories. Following an accident in which his mom's car was engulfed in flames, Roddie was left orphaned, with only one living family member-Aunt Angie, his mom's sister, whom he's only met over video calls. After Roddie's spent two months in an orphanage, Aunt Angie and her new husband, Erik, finally return from a long, offline honeymoon in Brazil. Shocked by the news, they're ready to reconnect with family roots and care for Roddie. The trio moves into Dogwood House, the bone-chilling fixer-upper that his mother never told him about, even though she grew up there and it's been passed down through the generations. Aunt Angie tells Roddie about their family's hoodoo traditions, including a legend about an evil monster who wreaks havoc with people's shed hair. Royce's latest offers readers a strong, character-centered, hoodoo-infused narrative that's a tribute to the beauty of Black hair. The richly detailed settings will make readers feel as though they're right there with Roddie, and themes of family, heritage, and grief provide anchors for the creepy mystery.A thrilling, hair-raising story with strong cultural roots and a well-developed sense of place. (Horror. 8-12)Horn Book, 08/01/24, In this Southern Gothic horror story, a twelve-year-old boy mourning the loss of his mother goes to live with an aunt he barely knows and her new husband. Orphaned Roddie finds that his family's ancestral home, Dogwood House, is more of a "monster of a place out in the middle of nowhere" than a residence. While there, he learns several things about his mom and her upbringing, including that she grew up adhering to hoodoo, an African American spiritual practice. The plot centers around hoodoo beliefs about the need to burn shed hair to avoid "evil spirits" and the ability to rely on ancestors for help. Roddie rejects these tenets until he discovers the inherent risks of tossing shed hair aside and finds notes left behind by his mom that lead him to shocking discoveries. The tween finds it confusing that his mother never mentioned the house she departed as a teenager, leaving her younger sister behind. Royce (Conjure Island, rev. 7/23) effectively builds suspense around this question and the odd things that happen at Dogwood House while cleverly interweaving facts about hoodoo. She also provides a realistic portrayal of the way grief ebbs and flows amidst a kid-friendly scary story that includes a quest for answers, a confrontation with a monster, and a house that transforms to reveal family secrets after dark.
978-1-665-96336-7 Dad Rock Dragon Quest Reardon, Joan MS School Library Journal, 05/01/25, Gr 3-7 Twelve-year-old Zadie wants to be a rock star. She finds solace in playing guitar in her garage; that is, when her mom's worrywart boyfriendâ€”Lloyd Clutterbuckâ€”isn't telling her to turn down her music or worrying she's going to hurt herself. Zadie wishes she could spend more time with her dad, Damian Drake, who just gets her. Her daredevil father understands Zadie's big personality, and is the opposite of nerdy and cautious Lloyd. When Zadie and her sister Persephone get the chance to spend a week with their dad (under the condition that Lloyd supervises), Zadie grudgingly accepts. They quickly learn that their dad is a Gamewardenâ€”a protector of magical creaturesâ€”whose animal companion, a dragon named Maverick, is kidnapped by poachers right in front of them. The quest to save Maverick and other magical animals starts a nonstop road-trip adventure where Zadie learns more about everyone in her family and finds her own animal companion. With chapter titles that make up a classic rock playlist, this middle grade novel starts up and doesn't stop. Amidst the action, Zadie embarks on a journey of discovery about her family, herself, and her guitar, that leaves ample room for further epic magical adventures. VERDICT A fast-paced book that will engage readers in what feels like the first in a series of adventures for Zadie and her family of Gamewardens. Rebekah J. BuchananKirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, A 12-year-old rock star wannabe finds an even better identity after her dad's dragon is kidnappedIn a thematic mashup that seldom pauses for breath, Reardon stirs rock dreams, parent issues, and (magical!) animal trafficking into a road trip that's highlighted by life-changing family revelations. To Zadie, the contrast between her flamboyant if often absent dad, Damian Drake-who looks "as if Indiana Jones had wandered into a Zeppelin concert"-and Lloyd Clutterbuck, her mom's nerdy and excessively cautious new boyfriend, could hardly be greater. Then she discovers that Damian is secretly a Gamewarden, charged with keeping cryptids out of the clutches of cruel and rapacious collectors. When she and her eco-warrior older sister, Persephone, tag along on a frantic chase across the Midwest to rescue Damian's companion dragon, Maverick, from brutal poachers, her views of both father figures change. Following several epic clashes with the thoroughly demonized bad guys, she not only comes away with an animal companion of her own, but also a new vision of her destiny, thanks to the discovery that her beloved guitar is good for even more than thunderous power chords. Along with chapter titles that make up a rocking playlist, the author weaves plentiful references to classic rock and pop standards into this adrenaline junkie's delight. Most characters read white; Zadie confusingly associates her mother's homeland of Sweden with "volcanoes and fjords."A headlong, cranked-up romp-with dragons!(Adventure. 9-12)
978-0-06-315966-2 Danilo Was Here Burgess, Tamika MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, In this fast-paced historical novel, Danilo is a Black Panamanian living in a neighborhood destroyed by the United States' invasion of Panama in 1989. Since the first night of the attack, life has become more and more difficult for him and his family. Papa left them prior to the military action in search of better opportunities in the States, but lately he hasn't been calling or sending money home. As a former baseball player, Papa introduced Danilo to the game and nurtured his considerable talent, but in his absence, Danilo decides to stop playing. But then, ironically, Danilo's skill as a baseball player provides him with the chance to reconnect with his father by playing and training in California for a few months. Ultimately, he must decide if he wants to follow in his dad's footsteps to become a baseball player or pursue a different dream. Burgess has created a sympathetic character in Danilo, a kind, hardworking boy who has PTSD and copes with microaggressions and stereotyping in the U.S. The scenes involving baseball are particularly well written and feel authentic. This novel may hold special appeal for baseball fans, but one needn't be an aficionado to enjoy the story. School Library Journal, 01/01/25, Gr 5 Up It has been months since Danilo has seen or heard from his father. Going to the United States to explore new opportunities, his father leaves behind a family struggling to make ends meet. The situation gets even more desperate for Danilo's family when American forces invade Panama, forcing their displacement from a crumbling apartment to a makeshift shelter. When Danilo, a skilled baseball player, is presented with a unique opportunity to train in the U.S., he makes a call that could change his future, the fate of his family, and give him a chance to find his father. Set in Panama and the U.S. at the end of Operation Just Cause in 1990, Danilo's story is briskly paced and shines a light on the challenges of navigating family trauma, especially through the dual lenses of PTSD and microaggressions. These themes are handled with sensitivity and care, making the story accessible to a middle grade audience. Though at times the dialogue can be unnatural and the plot resolves too neatly, the story has heart and hope shines through. Highly engaging and set during events that may be unfamiliar to most readers, this is a poignant tale of resilience, family, and self-discovery. VERDICT An excellent purchase for middle grade collections looking for unique historical fiction perspectives and sports fiction.â€” Louie Lauer
978-1-536-24164-8 Death at the Lighthouse Beckett-King, Alasdair MS Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, Bonnie and her grandfather go on a well-deserved holiday, but instead of relaxing, they discover a murderBonnie Montgomery and Grampa Banks, whom readers met in the first series entry, have solved many cases together. Now on vacation on Odde Island, they're eager to enjoy "a week without murder" and to visit Leerie Lighthouse. But they find it closed because Maude Cragge, the lighthouse keeper and Grand Maven of the Order of the Golden Fleece, died in a fall the night before. Discerning Bonnie spots that it wasn't an accident, but since 10-year-olds don't usually solve murder mysteries, she dons her false mustache and adopts "the foreign accent most mystÃ©rieux," becoming the unusually short detective Montgomery Bonbon. When a second death occurs, Bonbon and Grampa Banks must determine who among the resident Oddities is the culprit. This case finds the white-presenting duo, plus Bonnie's friend Dana Hornville, who presents Black, running around the craggy island while together they uncover an Order in disorder, an onion (smuggling) ring, and a peculiar pageant. Powell's bold and humorous illustrations capture the dizzying terrain and eccentric cast of characters. Despite the red herrings she confronts, readers will never doubt that Bonnie will reveal the murderer tout de suite.A jolly good cozy mystery with a cliffhanger reveal. (map, cast of characters, author's note)(Mystery. 8-12)School Library Journal, 05/01/25, BECKETT-KING, Alasdair . Murder at the Museum . 288p. Bk. 1. ISBN 9781536241662 . ea vol: illus. by Claire Powell. (Montgomery Bonbon). Candlewick . Feb. 2025. Tr. $18.99. Gr 4â€“7â€” Move over Sherlock and Watson, an adorable new detective and her sidekick, Grampa, are on the scene. Bonnie Montgomery is an ordinary girl on a trip with her grandfather during school break. When they arrive at their destination, the whole town is astir due to a mysterious death at the lighthouse. It's a perfect case for Montgomery Bonbon, who, coincidentally, has never been seen in the same room as Bonnie. The story includes everything a good whodunnit requires and more: a rival, a remote setting, loads of potential suspectsâ€”each with their own idiosyncrasies. Terrific illustrations will captivate readers and allow them to explore the craggy coast while they map out the town and explore clues left behind. Mystery at the Museum takes readers into a world of wildy imagined creature creations of the wealthiest eccentric in town. Montgomery Bonbon will offer readers hours of escapism while they try their best to solve the mysteries along with Bonnie, ahem, Montgomery Bonbon. The series might be best enjoyed if read in order, but it isn't necessary. VERDICT The Montgomery Bonbon books are expertly crafted mystery novels for young readers and would be an excellent addition to any collection.

9781774884683 Death by Whoopee Cushion Grant, Vicki MS
School Library Journal Starred, 04/30/2025
Gr 5 Up—Manya is perpetually embarrassed by her parents who run the Pranks-a-Million joke shop. She simply wants to be a scientist and go to an after-school class at the science museum with her "nerd herd" best friend Isaac, and ignore all the fake barf and dog poo that her parents push on her. But when her parents come to demonstrate their latest prank creation at her school, an explosion rocks the building and kills the new janitor. Before the incident is written off as an accident, Manya's parents are arrested for the janitor's murder! Was it all a prank gone wrong, or are Manya's parents being framed? The book opens with the plight of a kid with joke-shop parents and evolves into a cliff-hanger that hooks readers and keeps them engaged with short chapters and lots of gross-out prank shop item descriptions. Manya is a drily funny and honest tween with a loyal best friend, and both have relatable friendship and family woes. The action ramps up as Manya tries to solve the case and save her parents, but everything ends on a goofy note. The science woven into the plot is an interesting means of teaching some basic concepts, such as confirmation bias and chemical reactions, with a murder mystery/joke shop backdrop. VERDICT An excellent purchase for upper elementary and middle schools for its short, humorous take on murder mysteries.—Molly Dettmann Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Publishers Weekly, 05/11/2025
A practical joke device gone rogue proves fatal in this twisty whodunit by Grant (A Green Velvet Secret). Middle schooler Manya, whose parents own a joke shop, and her best friend Isaac, who lives next door in the apartment above his mother’s lingerie store, are aspiring scientists. Though they persuade their parents to let them participate in Serious Science for Serious Kids, an after-school program located at the Museum of Natural History, the course has a steep enrollment fee. Manya’s father—who’s been conducting experiments with new pranking devices, such as artisanal whoopee cushions, to increase joke shop profits—believes he can offset the cost. But after an incident in which a whoopee cushion explodes and kills the school janitor during her family’s joke shop presentation at her middle school lands Manya’s parents in jail, accused of murder, Manya and Isaac must employ their science acumen and stealth to prove her parents were framed. Despite an elongated setup, steady tension, high personal stakes, and uniquely rendered relationships drive the story forward as Grant explores one preteen’s complex feelings about her “embarrassing” parents and their lives before her across bouncy first-person narration. Characters are described as having varying skin tones. Ages 10–14. Agent: Fiona Kenshole, Transatlantic Literary. (July)

9780593480076 Death in the Jungle: murder, betrayal, and the lost dream of JonestownFleming, Candace MS
School Library Journal Starred, 02/28/2025
Gr 8 Up—Fleming tackles the harrowing story of the Jonestown massacre, at which over 900 people, one-third of whom were children, died in a mass murder-suicide at the direction of Peoples Temple cult leader Jim Jones in Guyana in 1978. She covers how by preaching racial equality and faith healing, Jones, a white, charismatic Pentecostal preacher, founded his church in a poor, segregated section of 1950s Indianapolis. His ministry quickly became popular, particularly among African Americans. Fearing nuclear attack, in 1965, he moved his church and followers to northern California, where he started a communal living compound. He soon expanded, amassing a few thousand followers who signed over everything from their property to even guardianship of their children. Some members became disillusioned, and a few managed to leave, but overall numbers grew. By the early 1970s, Jones renounced all religion, was an avowed socialist, and lived a drug-addicted, paranoid life, controlling every aspect of his followers' lives. In 1978, reports of financial misconduct and physical abuse led to a Congressional visit and the murder of visiting officials, the antecedent to Jones's order for "revolutionary suicide." Fleming's writing is riveting as she adeptly chronicles Jones's motivations, appeal, and downward spiral of his mental state while compassionately portraying the heartbreaking account of many victims. Extensive documentation shows her detailed research, including interviews with survivors interested in seeing their story told as a cautionary tale for young people. VERDICT Gripping and wrenching. A must for all libraries.—Karen T. Bilton Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 02/14/2025
An account of the pathology and charm of Jim Jones, who led 918 people to their deaths in the Guyanese jungle in 1978. Neglected young Jimmy learned the art of manipulation early—pathos and compliments could earn him a meal from mothers in his small Indiana town. He studied both local preachers and Adolf Hitler to learn persuasive oratory skills and was fascinated by death and power. Marrying in 1949 at age 18, he worked in a Methodist church before hitting the revival circuit as a fraudulent faith healer until he’d attracted enough attention to start his own church. At first, Jones seemed to be a powerful force for good—encouraging full racial integration and providing church members with material as well as spiritual assistance. As his Peoples Temple grew, he began preaching socialism, coercing members to obey nonsensical commands, and convincing them that nuclear annihilation was imminent. He relocated to California and then Guyana, where, despite his heavy drug use, dismissal of the Christian “sky god,” and assumption of the mantle of “earth God,” he held enough sway over his followers to cause their deaths, many by suicide (hundreds of others were murdered). With her trademark precision, absorbing writing, and meticulous research, Fleming leads readers to understand not only what Jones did but how. Her heart-stopping, heart-wrenching work with its substantive backmatter draws heavily on survivors’ memories, both from her own interviews and archival transcripts, and shows how cults strip their victims of autonomy. Extraordinary and illuminating. (Nonfiction. 12-18)

9781481410373 Deenie Blume, Judy MS
School Library Journal (August 1, 2011)
Gr 7 Up-Finding out she has scoliosis changes Deenie Feener's life plans. Her mother has always wanted her to be a model, calling Deenie the beauty and her sister the brains. Deenie's condition requires her to get a brace, putting any modeling plans on hold and ruining her dreams of being a junior high cheerleader. She must grow to accept her problem and discover who she really wants to be. Judy Blume's classic story (Atheneum, 1993) contains some outdated moments, but continues to be a fine tale of teen angst. Deenie's experiences and questions about issues like sex and masturbation will still reverberate with teens. Kim Mai Guest gives Deenie a whiny, young voice, which reflects her character. Deenie obsesses about her looks and before her diagnosis is very judgmental of her peers. Later, she becomes more accepting of others. Guest shows this progress in the girl's character by making her voice progressively more grownup, and also captures the voices of Deenie's friends and her older sister. The adult voices often sound condescending, which is how they would seem to teenagers. The theme of parental expectations is universal, and Deenie and her sister show how this can be detrimental to teens. Libraries where Judy Blume books are popular will want to purchase this audiobook.-Sarah Flood, Breckinridge County Public Library, Hardinsburg, KY (c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Dewey FICRL 4.2Gr / IL 5-7Lexile 650LGenre Realistic

978-1-250-33103-8 Deeply Dave Grover, Michael MS Kirkus Reviews, 04/01/25, When his astronaut mom crashes into the ocean, a boy bravely dons a diving suit and descends to the rescueIn this work, originally published as a webcomic, the undersea expedition plays out episodically over several chapters interspersed with prompts ("Turn the page tojump into the hole") to draw readers into the action, with sudden twists abounding. Frequently wordless and simply drawn cartoon panels colored primarily in blues against a solid black background depict Dave descending at the end of a very long air hose, eventually finding the spacecraft guarded by an apparent sea monster. The fishy local residents dub the creature the "Big Doom." Dave switches bodies with a red octopus and experiences hallucinatory visions, only to discover that his errant parent has brought a problematic guest back from her space travels. Led by Amos, a friendly "scavenger and entre-pruner" with a shrimplike head and a distinctly canine shark sidekick, the anthropomorphic (if ambiguous of species) supporting cast provides help and comic relief along the way. While the plot sometimes turns out to be a bit hard to follow, Grover does eventually contrive a reasonably tidy resolution. Dave and his loving mom have paper-white skin and black hair.A surreal undersea adventure that zigs and zags to a satisfying close.(Graphic science fiction. 8-11)School Library Journal, 04/01/25, Gr 3-8 The award-winning webcomic Deeply Dave comes to print, reaching a wider audience. Dave ventures into the ocean to find his astronaut mother, befriending odd sea creaturesâ€”some helpful, others working against himâ€”as he uncovers the truth: the feared "Big Doom" is actually his mother. Determined to save her, Dave embarks on a daring mission to bring her home. A unique blend of line art and cartoonish illustrations create an immersive, atmospheric setting. The limited color palette enhances the story's surreal tone. The plot and storytelling are carefully plotted. Although the narrative occasionally drags, the book remains engaging, and its fast-paced nature will appeal to young readers. The comic's ending directs readers to the website, where the animated version offers an extra treat. VERDICT Readers seeking a mix of silly humor and adventurous escapism will certainly gravitate toward this book. Esther Keller
9781728493749 Defending nature : how the US military protects threatened and endangered speciesCollard, Sneed B MS Booklist (July 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 21)) Grades 4-7. The branches of the Department of Defense protect the people of the U.S. It’s more surprising that the branches of the DOD are also responsible for protecting endangered plants, animals, and their habitats within the borders of the more than 400 American military bases. Considering that they cover more land than all our national parks combined, this conservation mission is an enormous job. The military takes this role seriously, for it affects its ability to carry out their other missions, such as training personnel. Based primarily on the author’s research on conservation efforts at Eglin Air Force Base in Florida and his conversations with officers there, Collard describes the base’s environmental programs (including the use of controlled burns on longleaf pine forests and ephemeral wetlands) to restore habitats and, along with other efforts, to help the endangered red-cockaded woodpeckers, gopher tortoises, and reticulated flatwoods salamanders survive within their restored habitats at Eglin. With an original subject, an engaging text, and a color photo on nearly every page, this book offers an intriguing look at conservation on military bases.Kirkus Reviews starred (June 15, 2024) A close look at one of the U.S. armed forces’ lesser-known, and more surprising, missions. Who would guess that U.S. domestic military bases harbor more types of rare animals than national parks do? Making that claim, Collard points to relatively recent changes in general official attitudes toward the environmental effects of military tests and exercises, while highlighting efforts to protect and restore populations of three vulnerable creatures in particular—the red-cockaded woodpecker, the gopher tortoise, and the reticulated flatwoods salamander. The stakes are clear. All three are threatened or endangered, and two are actually designated keystone species in the quickly shrinking longleaf pine habitat that remains today in a few locales (thanks to misguided wildfire policies) outside Eglin Air Force Base in the Florida panhandle. The author mentions other bases and species but devotes most of his account to shadowing scientists working at Eglin AFB and discussing with them the specific challenges they face. Color photos aplenty offer views of various habitats, as well as animals and researchers in the field. Readers will be left marveling at the complexity of natural ecosystems within the base’s half-million acres. Those tempted to learn more will appreciate the helpful resource lists in the backmatter; those who think that the military’s only interest in nature is finding new ways to blow it up may come away with more nuanced views. Most scientists in the photographs present white. Essential, and eye-opening, reading for serious students of wildlife conservation. (author’s note, glossary, source notes, bibliography, index) (Nonfiction. 9-12)
979-87-656-0800-5 Design Thinking: A Guide to Innovation Estes, Fred MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 02/01/25, Gr 7 Up Empower readers to take their maker clubs and other school groups to the next levelâ€”one in which they actively contribute to their communities through their designs. Estes offers a practical guide to a six-step process of creative problem-solving: notice and reflect, empathize, define, ideate, prototype, and test, all while emphasizing a growth mindset, collaboration, and communication skills. This methodology, widely used in corporate innovation and community development, is presented in a clear and accessible way, making it ideal for teens, educators, and community leaders who want to inspire youth to apply design thinking in creating real-world solutions. The writing motivates readers to reflect on their own ideas with examples that make the concepts relatable. While photos and illustrations are minimal, the book's target audience and purpose do not require them. What distinguishes this book is its focus on practical, real-world applications. Estes includes examples of student projects, showing how collaboration and the design thinking process can lead to impactful solutions. Whether addressing local school issues or broader community issues, the book equips readers with tools to think critically and creatively, fostering innovation and teamwork. Further reading, a bibliography, source notes, glossary, index, and information about the book and author provide readers with additional resources and guide them toward further learning. VERDICT A must-have for middle schools, high schools, and public libraries that support maker clubs and other youth-driven innovation groups. Kate RaoALA Booklist,  Where do you begin in developing an idea? Estes guides young readers through the process of innovation by giving examples of successful designs and helping readers see the big picture of what their designs can do. Estes outlines a series of steps in the innovation process centered around how ideas can serve people and communities, reminding readers every step of the way to think about the ways their invention will influence others. Estes explains these six steps tice/reflect, empathize, define, ideate, prototype, and test cluding each step's importance to the finished product as well as to the journey to developing it. These steps give readers a well-rounded understanding of not only how to put their ideas in action, but why they should and who they could help by doing so. Additional resources and exercises such as mind maps, interview tips, empathy maps, and more are included, and each step is painstakingly explained to help young inventors understand the process, including its ups and downs. An inviting book to help readers get into the headspace of innovation and set them up for success.
978-1-643-71399-1 Digger: Dig or Die! Cholette, Deborah MS Kirkus Reviews, In Cholette's middle-grade novel, young siblings form a plan to help neighbors during a climatological disasterNick and his younger sister Lily may not know exactly what the magnetosphere is, but they learn that a large crack in it has devastating consequences: Earth's atmosphere is leaking into space, gradually dropping the level of breathable air (this level is eventually called "the Red-Line"). The people in the kids' neighborhood primarily react by sequestering in their basements and worrying about having enough water and food. With the Internet and cell phones no longer working, Lily communicates with her best friends Amy and Maya via walkie-talkies; this gives her an idea for disseminating updates on neighbors and Red-Line news coverage. Meanwhile, Nick has already dug a tunnel to the nearby ravine, employing a skill he picked from his estranged father, a backhoe operator. He and friends dig tunnels and trenches around the neighborhood to expedite sharing resources, bathrooms, and basements, but one villainous neighbor would rather just take what he wants, no matter who he hurts. The cast of Cholette's tale shines. Nick and Lily model selflessness; nearly everything they do involves helping others, even when this puts them in danger. They're also conflicted over their dad apparently abandoning them (he never returned from a New York construction project). That's one mystery that lingers for a time, along with the reason behind Nick's ex-pal Noah severing their friendship. The author fills the pages with such fun, fresh slang as "crouch-running" and "Red-Lining," a practice in which characters somehow "surf" the Red-Line. This short, concisely written novel, aptly depicting a worldwide catastrophe through the lens of one small neighborhood, ends on a satisfying and convincing note. Ortu's crisp, comic-book style illustrations feel immersive as they wrap around the text, cover multiple pages, or show above- and underground perspectives simultaneously.Engaging adolescent heroes propel this streamlined, riveting eco-fictionSchool Library Journal, 11/01/24, Gr 4 Dig for your life in this scientific dystopian novel where the sky really is falling. Damage to the Earth's atmosphere has caused the level of breathable oxygen to sink towards sea level. Tween siblings Nick and Lily and their single mom need to find a way to survive. Luckily, Nick has an unusual hobby, digging tunnels under his house. His network of tunnels, along with Lily's walkie-talkie and community organizing, save the lives of the people in their neighborhood. Hank, the father of Nick's school bully, serves as the villain of the tale. He steals an elderly man's oxygen tank so he can walk above the line of atmosphere, robbing his neighbors' homes. Hank's violence may raise the stakes (and grade level) for some readers and adults. He grabs Lily by the arm and threatens to break it, and later holds Nick at gunpoint; at one point, Nick holds the same gun on him. The images in the book, on the other hand, have a very youthful tone, implying a more middle grade than upper middle school audience. The inherent danger of tunneling underground is not treated as gravely as some would wish. VERDICT An additional purchase where science-based novels are needed. Jeri Murphy
9780063279360 Dive Anderson, John David MS School Library Journal (June 1, 2025) Gr 5 Up-Anderson's latest realistic fiction delves into the world of diving, both aquatic and dumpster. Thirteen-year-old Kass, who is cued white, was content at her shabby school with her best friend, but her mother believes Kass's diving talents can be better developed at a private Catholic school. Anxious about missing her friend and the tension between her parents regarding finances, Kass is lonely until one day she hears a voice coming from a dumpster. Miles, a high school dropout, shares the world of scavenging with Kass and challenges her to look at discarded items in a new light. Told in economical sentences, the book reads quickly as it covers a few weeks in Kass's life. The characters are well drawn: the "mean girl" has depth and a believable redemption. Miles, whose motives regarding Kass are questioned by multiple characters, is also shown as an isolated, hurting kid. The story additionally succeeds in teaching lessons without moralizing. Kass acknowledges to herself that some of her choices are strange or unsafe, which are later reinforced by other characters when she explains what is going on. VERDICT Anderson reliably provides thoughtful stories, and Dive fits right in.-Elissa Cooper © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (July 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 21)) Grades 4-7. Thirteen-year-old Kass’ parents have recently taken her out of public school and enrolled her in a challenging, expensive private school, where she feels more like a loner than ever. She seldom sees her best friend anymore, and her new classmates aren’t exactly welcoming. While her parents encourage her to join the diving team and make friends, Kass isn’t sure whether she even wants to continue with the sport. She can’t trust her mother’s biased assessment of her talent, and her confidence is eroding, along with her interest level. Then, just as Kass reconnects with her best friend and befriends a former rival, she meets Miles, a 17-year-old dumpster-diving, high-school dropout whom she comes to admire as she learns more about his difficult family life and his attempts to help others. The author of middle-grade fiction such as Ms. Bixby’s Last Day (2016), Posted (2017), and One Last Shot (2020), Anderson creates a number of interesting characters and complicated relationships in this absorbing story. Writing in first person from Kass’ viewpoint, he shows her to be somewhat naive but fairly level-headed, and her two friends help to keep her safely grounded in reality. A perceptive story about a girl who is struggling to find her way.
9781536234152 Dive, dive into the night sea Lu, Thea MS Booklist starred (October 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 3)) Grades 1-3. In Lu’s richly evocative illustrations, shadowy forms move through dim waters around a diver who ventures into “inky depths” that initially seem lifeless but quickly turn out to be anything but. First, a headlamp illuminates fish hiding in the crags of a reef from a prowling moray eel. That same dim light reveals fluorescent corals glimmering in the shadows and also attracts smaller swimmers from the darker reaches, drawing a dramatic rush of manta rays that feed on them. After turning off the lamp for a moment to reveal a swirling constellation of bioluminescent plankton, the diver swims for the moonlit surface, and the lamp beam falls on the immense flanks of a cluster of sperm whales hanging vertically in sleep. Beneath a series of artfully fitted gatefold flaps, Lu expands on her simply phrased reactions to each new wonder by identifying the creatures swimming in and out of view while adding, for instance, comments about the “mucus sleeping bag” parrotfish make each night for protection or about how tiny zooplankton rise each night to feed and then retreat below in “one of the greatest migrations on the planet.” “The world of the night sea,” Lu writes, “is like a beautiful dream,” and readers who accept this lyrical invitation to join her there will feel likewise.Kirkus Reviews (September 15, 2024) Catch a glimpse of the eerie beauty of the night sea. By the light of a full moon, a scuba diver, seen in silhouette, hovers over the water before jumping in. The diver’s elongated shape drifts through the darkened seascape, a ray of light from a headlamp cutting through the shadowy underworld. Capturing the quiet vastness of the ocean, Lu employs dark blue tones to depict a realm that may appear calm and quiet yet is full of movement. As readers turn the pages of this vertically oriented book, each atmospheric spread reveals another breathtaking wonder: from enormous manta rays with “gaping mouths” to tiny, bioluminescent plankton. The spare, inquisitive text complements this hazy dreamworld: “I shine my light and wait to see who will come to me.” The beam of the flashlight provides a sharp focus against the dark blue sea life, with lift-a-flap panels offering thought-provoking facts (e.g., parrotfish bed down in protective cocoons that they create out of goo). Returning to the surface, the diver swims through a pod of sleeping sperm whales, suspended upright like giant floating stones. Though many children fear the dark, Lu makes clear that there’s nothing to be afraid of here—this is a moving journey into the unknown. A fascinating, poetic tour. (Informational picture book. 6-9)

9786075579467 Dolores de Amor Cronicos Van Wagenen, Maya MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 01/31/2024
Grades 7-10 - "*Starred Review* Dolores Mendoza’s life is in the toilet after she embarrasses herself in front of the entire eighth grade. Between her chronic illness (interstitial cystitis) and repeated head injuries, her best friend Shae ghosting her, and family drama, she feels really out of place. To get her out of the house, her mom signs her up for a workshop on communication and making friends, where the only other girl there about her age is awkward, direct, and puts the pieces of Dolores’ life together, causing her further embarrassment. But that girl, Terpsichore Berkenbosch-Jones, is doing whatever she can to convince her overprotective mom to let her go to the public high school because being homeschooled is not how she’s going to become a Tony-winning costume designer for a big Broadway show. Together, the two hatch a plot for Dolores to get her friend back and convince Terpsichore’s mother that being autistic doesn’t mean she can’t have dreams and a life. Hitting themes of growing apart from old friends, confronting exaggerated ideas of embarrassment and rejection, learning to find accommodations and self-advocate, and understanding that people aren’t always what they seem, Van Wagenen’s (Popular, 2014) fiction debut is a standout with both wide appeal and important, specific representation bolstered by the author’s own life."

Kirkus Review, 01/31/2024
During the summer before high school, a nominally Catholic teen finds that she can relate to martyred saints. Dolores Mendoza’s family is struggling financially, and her parents’ marriage is imploding. A year ago, she was diagnosed with interstitial cystitis after a bladder accident made her a pariah. Then Mexican American Dolores meets Terpsichore Berkenbosch-Jones, who is autistic and reads white. Terpsichore wants to fake a friendship to prove to her helicopter mom that she’s capable of attending public school and can stop home schooling. The answer to their problems seems clear: Dolores will win back her former best friend, and Terpsichore will win her independence. What could go wrong? Dolores’ chronic illness frequently causes trouble for herself, and a vein of wry humor and dramatics runs through her everyday interactions. Her creative first-person narration includes transcripts from her confessional conversations with a priest, mock telenovela scripts (complete with scene directions), and her reviews of local bathrooms. Dolores is in an ongoing standoff with her illness and comes to no pat resolutions about her body, instead approaching her illness in a way that feels true to her character and to being 14. Self-actualized and incisive Terpsichore’s journey and the girls’ increasingly non-fake friendship feel earned, and the affectionately combative dynamics between the Mendoza family, in particular between Dolores and her Tía Vera and older brother Mateo, are strong. An insightful, funny, and realistic coming-of-age story. (author's note) (Fiction. 12-18)

9798368714004 Don't cause trouble Chung, Arree MS School Library Journal (March 1, 2025) Gr 5-7-As 12-year-old Ming starts his first day of middle school, his parents leave him with one clear message: don't cause trouble and get good grades. Ming typically worries about his hair, which his mother cuts, and his shoes and clothes, which come from the thrift shop. Chung's graphic novel eloquently portrays Ming's feelings as a child of immigrants. He wants to be like all the other kids at school and struggles to understand his parents' different approaches to being American and the American Dream. Ming and his two new friends, Vikrum and Marcus, begin to navigate the middle school student body hierarchy, finding their social positions with awkward interactions aplenty. Ming, like all kids, makes poor choices and must face the consequences head-on. Because the story is somewhat autobiographical, it is no surprise that Ming likes to draw. Chung's illustrations capture Ming's feelings of being an outsider after Ming discovers his father's Resident Alien card and begins to draw himself as an actual alien from outer space in his journal. Chung thoughtfully includes notes at the end of the book to show what goes into writing and illustrating a graphic novel. VERDICT Perfectly capturing the experience of navigating middle school as the child of immigrants, this heartfelt and funny title is a must-have for all middle grade graphic novel collections.-Kim Gardner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (March 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 13)) Grades 3-6. “Tomorrow is the first day of middle school. I was hoping for a fresh start,” announces 11-year-old Ming Lee. But Mom’s giving him the same old “bowl” haircut and still limiting his wardrobe to thrift store “red-dot sales” items. Mom and Dad—Chinese speaking immigrants via Thailand where they met and married—don’t seem to understand Ming’s desire to just fit in. Dad expects Ming to study hard, get good grades, and go to Stanford. “Don’t cause trouble” is a constant parental refrain. “But I’ve got different dreams,” Ming silently insists. Middle school doesn’t start particularly well when he’s placed in an ESL class, even though English is his only language; “Dad didn’t want me to learn” Chinese, he thinks, but, on the plus side, “At least I’m on my way to an easy A!” What Ming enjoys most, though, is drawing—it’s “never boring”—and (aspirationally) playing basketball (wearing Air Elevates, of course). He eventually jumps from ESL to Honors English and makes good friends, but, alas, doesn’t manage to avoid that dreaded trouble. “Real life” inspired Chung’s graphic novel debut, which uses vibrant, vivacious, full-color panels. His dynamic characters’ expressions are particularly affecting, although Mom just might be the title’s star player. For wannabe cartoonists, Chung appends an accessible, meticulously detailed “How to Make a Graphic Novel” instructions, complete with well-deserved back pats.
978-1-534-48845-8 Doomsday Vault Wheeler, Thomas MS Kirkus Reviews, Can 12-year-olds from different eras save their Time Machine school from destruction when a Time Bomb threatens the universe's Time StreamEverwhen School recruits history's brightest students, including Herbert George "Bertie" Wells, an English boy who has a black hole in his bedroom in 1878; Amelia "Millie" da Vinci, an Italian girl who builds a flying machine in 1471; and the socially inept Zoe Fuentes, a Latine-presenting girl from Queens who creates sentient slime in 2025. While adapting to their excitingly bizarre school, the hapless Bertie struggles with imposter syndrome, Millie loathes comparisons to brother Leonardo, and genius Zoe forsakes friends to fulfill promises to her deceased mother. But when Everwhen's leader vanishes and the enigmatic Rose Gold demands access to the Doomsday Vault, the Time Stream is in danger-unless Bertie, Millie, and Zoe can overcome their fears, rebuild their broken friendships, and save the world. Earnest messages underpin this exuberant adventure, including valuing dreamers and inspiration and the necessity of making and learning from mistakes in science and friendships. The main characters are sympathetic and flawed, though the secondary characters remain more one-note. Though swiftly paced, the storyline occasionally pauses for comical interludes, including school memos, smoothie bar menus, and articles in the school paper. While the intricate plot may confuse some readers, they'll still gleefully hang on for the wild ride.This hilarious time-travel romp bursts with creativity and heartfelt messages.(Science fiction. 9-12)School Library Journal, 01/01/25, Gr 3-7 A creative riff on the magical school trope, mixing historical figures, time travel, and science for an inventive, if somewhat overwhelming, adventure. The story follows young Bertie Wells, a 19th-century science enthusiast; Zoe, a quirky, modern-day middle schooler; and Millie da Vinci, younger sister of Leonardo. All are outcasts in their own timeâ€”Bertie struggles against his father's disapproval, Zoe faces bullying isolation, and Millie pales in comparison to her brilliant brother. When they are invited to the College of Space Machines, Multiverses, and Other Odd Sciences (COSMOS), they join a time-twisting, thrilling world where science rules and no imagination is too wild. The book introduces readers to dazzling concepts like time-stream classes, interdimensional chemistry, and historical dormitories, populated by iconic scientists like Darwin and Galileo. While the worldbuilding is ambitious and inventive, the narrative leans heavily on pseudo-scientific jargon and whimsical inventions, which can feel exhausting and occasionally disorienting. The central plots a school competition and a mysterious formula threatening chaos requires attention, but readers may find the flood of fabricated terms difficult to track. Beneath the science-laden exterior, the characters' emotional journeys feel secondary and could have benefitted from greater depth. Moments of awe and surprise abound, yet moments of true vulnerability are sparse. VERDICT Without more emphasis on the characters' personal struggles and less on fantastical elements, this title does not fully deliver a rich emotional experience. Still, fans of cerebral adventures and time-traveling twists will find much to enjoy. Lee De Groft
978-1-250-84306-7 Dream On Hale, Shannon MS Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 06/01/25, Hale (the Real Friends series) teams up with illustrator Cespedes for this heartfelt graphic novel series opener about friendship, family, and finding where one belongs. With fourth grader Cassieâ€™s hardworking parents overwhelmed by their arduous jobs and caring for Cassieâ€™s many siblings, and her bestie Vali suddenly ignoring her in favor of a new friend, Cassie dreams of improving her social standing and becoming a priority for her loved ones. Upon receiving a notice claiming that sheâ€™s apparently the winner of a magazine sweepstakesâ€”the letterâ€™s sparkly medallion reads â€œYouâ€™ve already won!â€�â€”Cassie believes that this event will finally make her stand out. But as she awaits her promised prize, and as school and family pressures mount, Cassie struggles to stay true to herself in the face of big changes. Hale skillfully tackles topics including peer pressure, financial disparity, and managing emotional sensitivity via Cassieâ€™s relatable dynamics with her parents, siblings, and schoolmates, each of whom boasts personality in spades. Cespedesâ€™s cheerful illustrations, expressive figures, and fluid line art add bouncy movement and whimsy into every situation, while retro details such as a landline telephone, VCR, and Atari gaming console contextualize the narrative timeline. Characters are depicted with varying skin tones. Ages 8â€“12. Authorâ€™s agent: Jodi Reamer, Writers House. Illustratorâ€™s agent: Alyssa Jennette, Stonesong Literary. (Aug.)School Library Journal, 06/01/25, Gr 3-6 As one of six kids, Cassie doesn't get much one-on-one time with her parents and often feels overlooked. When her best friend, Vali, starts to hang out with a mean girl in their class, Cassie feels abandoned with no one to talk to. So, when Cassie receives a sweepstakes mail flyer telling her she is a grand prize winner, she's thrilled and sends back her award-winning slip, eagerly deciding what grand prizes she will select. But the grand prizes don't come, and magazines her family can't afford start showing up instead. Cassie is determined to keep her prize-winner status a secret but doesn't know how to make the magazines disappear or how to get her friend to talk to her again. This story stands out from many current friendship graphic novels because Cassie is younger, still in fourth grade. The book takes place sometime in the past 50 years, post-television but pre-cellphoneâ€”close enough to current times to feel relatable, but distant enough that some kids might not understand certain plot elements, like the sweepstakes flyer. Even with the setting creating some roadblocks for readers, the graphic novel effectively captures both friendship drama and the difficulties of living in a large family. A good option for fans of Shannon Hale and LeUyen Pham's "Real Friends" series. Cassie and her family are white, Vali has brown skin. VERDICT This heartfelt graphic novel tackles family and friendship hardships with compassion and is recommended for fans of Raina Telgemeier.â€” Annamarie Carlson
9798765627228 Dreams to ashes : the 1871 Los Angeles Chinatown Massacre Blackburne, Livia MS School Library Journal starred (February 1, 2025) Gr 2-5-The story of Chinatowns in America is the story of whether a community had one or two Chinatowns: one means that they got burnt down or pushed out; two means that the community was able to rebuild. This book recounts a previously less-than-well-known story of the massacre and subsequent push of the vibrant Chinese community in early Los Angeles to make way for the growth of the greater city. Meticulously researched and beautifully illustrated in full-color drawings with roughly 20-40 words per page, the story acknowledges the growing pains of pushing out of communities (Indigenous and other immigrant communities) by the Spanish colonial missions and later by Americans to make room for Western development. The book personalizes the plight of the Chinese with names of people who lived in Chinatown at the time, of the creation of a community and celebrations including a beautiful drawing of a dragon parading through Chinatown, and covers the horror of the trial and the racism of legislation of the Chinese Exclusion Act. The work includes a historical note, information about current anti-Asian racism, and a selected bibliography. VERDICT This deeply felt coverage of the inflection points for so many communities is a must-have for all libraries.-Vi Ha © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11)) Grades 2-4. In this ruminative account of a lesser-known race riot that left 18 immigrants dead, Blackburne poses big, still cogent questions. The scene is set with glimpses of early Los Angeles as a rough town with a small population of new arrivals from China. Highlighting the role of local newspapers in dehumanizing the Chinese and whipping up fears that they will take jobs from white people—then, in the riot’s aftermath, hypocritically decrying the resulting violence—she explains how racial tensions exploded in a half hour of killing and looting perpetrated by "respectable" citizens, from “councilmen and farmers” to “tax collectors, landladies and young boys.” Though she ends on an upbeat note, both that observation and the fact that only eight rioters were ever convicted (the verdicts all later overturned on a technicality) should leave readers seeing parallels aplenty in recent events. Also, considering that the tragedy happened in wildfire-prone California, images of smoke and sparks in Xu's suggestive views of floating headlines, jagged flashes of armed men, and dignified figures in queues carry special resonance. Closing notes add photos and further detail.
978-1-368-10477-7 Dreamslinger Kim, Graci MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Starred Review Ever since her genetic mutation revealed itself on her thirteenth birthday, Aria Loveridge has abided by Resthaven Home's motto: restrain, contain, maintain. If she doesn't manage her dream-induced powers, they may cause a deadly magical outburst like the one that killed her mother 10 years ago. Society mistrusts the powerful Dreamslingers, but one royal kingdom, situated within in Seoul, promotes the harnessing of those powers rather than their suppression. Aria holds that kingdom's ambassadors responsible for her mother's death, so when a rare training invitation is extended, Aria finds herself headed to Korea to infiltrate their ranks and find a way to dismantle the murderous league. But the deeper she delves into the Dreamslinger world, the more Aria suspects that she might not have the whole story, and what she uncovers will change her own fate d that of the world's rever. This thrilling series opener takes familiar components (a magical school, untapped powers, found family) and blends them into something both fresh and unforgettable. Strong world building, an inventive magic system, and rich Korean cultural elements conjure a truly wondrous world of high-stakes competition and fierce friendship. The delightfully diverse cast, including Korean American Aria and Maori teenager Tui, is a treasure, and overarching themes of prejudice and power are thoughtfully presented. Startling but satisfying final twists will have readers dreaming of the sequel to this fantastic first installment. Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, An American teen's powers make her dangerous-to some, anywayEver since the Great Outburst 10 years ago that killed Aria Loveridge's mother, the world has known that dreamslingers are a threat. Fourteen-year-old Aria has learned to control her dreamslinger powers by keeping her emotions in check, demonstrating her father's argument that those who share this genetic mutation might be dangerous but are "patients who [deserve] society's care." When the secretive Kingdom of Royal Hanguk, located on an island in Seoul, announces that its Annual Royal Slinger Trials will for the first time be open to teenagers from every nation, Aria, who's cued Korean and white, agrees to participate. She's on a secret assignment for the governor of Texas, who wants her to find out what threats Royal Hanguk might be planning to unleash on the world. But when she arrives, Aria finds a place that accepts dreamslingers, and she begins to make friends. As she learns about her abilities, she discovers more about her past and what it means to be a dreamslinger, secrets that tie her both to her father's philosophies and to Royal Hanguk. As she becomes more invested in the training, Aria must decide where her loyalties lie. The worldbuilding is fun but contains emotional depth, and the perennially appealing magic school setting contains a healthy dash of familial and political drama. This deftly executed work successfully addresses serious coming-of-age themes with optimism.An intriguing series opener that explores emotional themes through a magical lens.(Fantasy. 10-14)
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978-1-643-75194-8 Drive Copeland, Cynthia L. MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, Color by Ronda Pattinson. This graphic novel celebrates the contributions of women throughout automotive history, along with providing a critique of the industry's persistent sexist practices. A prologue set in 1962 begins at an amateur car race with the skillful real-life driver Janet Guthrie. While respected by some of her peers, many others express a combination of anger, humiliation, and jealousy over her success. The story then shifts to 2019 New Hampshire, where (fictional) twelve-year-old Alexandra is similarly passionate about cars. Alex discovers a treasure trove of cars at her recently deceased grandfather's country home; however, her single father is unsupportive of her interest. Alex experiences highs and lows while working to restore a vintage Jaguar: the support of a local librarian; comments on her appearance and questioning of her knowledge. Throughout, Janet's life and career as a groundbreaking female racecar driver (somewhat coincidentally) intertwine with Alex's experiences, culminating in a multigenerational meet-up, complete with surprise appearance by Alex's favorite female YouTube mechanic. Copeland's streamlined art features a doodle-y thin black line and flat colors with minimal shading. Constantly shifting page layouts, from traditional panels to epistolary interludes to exciting (and coherent) race sequences, result in strong visual storytelling. An author's note separates fact from fiction and reminds readers that "girls can stand on the shoulders of those who came before them only if they know their stories."School Library Journal, 01/01/25, Gr 5 Up The true story of Janet Guthrie, the first woman to qualify for the Indianapolis 500 in 1964, alternates with the fictional story set in 2019 of a 12-year-old girl named Alex who rebuilds her grandfather's vintage Jaguar in this solid middle grade graphic novel. Guthrie's story is, unfortunately, not surprising. Despite her talent in car racing, Guthrie was shunned by most of the racing industry and fandom. Similarly, Alex's father does not realize her interest and talents are tangibly displayed in her work on the Jaguar because he is absorbed in his artistic pursuits and wants Alex to support him rather than the other way around. Guthrie and Alex find help from people who believe in them and enjoy victories in their small achievements. Race fans might recognize the names of several cameo appearances albeit disappointing ones from male racing legends in Guthrie's journey. Alex's chapters recreate the misogynism that still exists today around cars and racing. The drawings are clear and easy to follow, with bright colors used during 2019 and more faded, muted colors used during the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. VERDICT Blending fiction with racing history, this satisfying story is a sound addition to any middle grade graphic novel collection. Kim Gardner
9780374392116 Earthrise : the story of a photograph that changed the way we see our planetMarcus, Leonard S MS School Library Journal (March 1, 2025) Gr 6 Up-A deep dive into the history of space exploration and travel leading up to the Apollo 8 mission to orbit the moon. The book's title comes from the iconic photo of the Earth taken on that voyage in 1968. This text-heavy tome is loaded with historical facts and stories from the origins of the space race to the training, planning, and mistakes associated with space missions. The text flows well and is easy to read, though due to the density of information, only the most devoted space enthusiasts will endeavor to read the book in its entirety. Black-and-white photos are used throughout depicting important people and events in space exploration. Young readers will enjoy seeing the rudimentary space suits that now resemble modern children's costumes. Though the book indicates its primary focus is the Earthrise photo, it takes 80 pages to get to the beginning of the Apollo 8 mission where the photo was taken. The latter half touches on the effects of the photos of Earth taken from space, as well as the trajectory of space travel from Apollo 8 to the present. VERDICT This book presents compelling information about the history of space travel and the Earthrise image but may struggle to compete with highly colorful, image-rich space books.-Jessica Trafton © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (January 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 9)) Grades 7-9. Earthrise, a color photograph taken on December 24, 1968, is one of the most powerful, memorable photos in human history. The photographer, Bill Anders, was one of three astronauts circling the moon during NASA’s Apollo 8 mission. Anders’ background was in nuclear engineering rather than the arts, but the three Apollo 8 crew members were the first people ever to see Earth while circling the moon, and the sight of the planet moved them. Today the photo continues to move people with its view of Earth rising above the moon’s horizon. Many credit the photo with inspiring the environmental movement and Earth Day. Marcus leads readers through the history of space exploration, beginning with the Soviet Union’s launch of Sputnik satellites, America’s slow response, President Kennedy’s determined speech, and NASA’s follow-though. America’s space program began during a period of political controversy and social unrest, fear, and violence. Marcus weaves those themes into a very readable history of the era, creating a useful backdrop for twenty-first-century readers intrigued by Earthrise and America’s space program through the Apollo 8 mission. A highly respected historian, writer, and speaker on children’s-literature-related topics, Marcus, who grew up in the era discussed and understands its complex history, presents the Earthrise story with clarity and insight.
978-0-06-334857-8 Elvira Vance and the Monster Mystery Ritter, Kacy MS Kirkus Reviews, In the West Texas town of Marfa, trouble brews between humans and monsters when the monsters' prized crown is stolen and chupacabra Calvin Shadevale disappearsDetective Price seems sure that Cal took off with the sacred crown that the monsters use at the annual Marfa Monster Festival to honor the Monarch of Fright. There are many humans, including the mayor, who are ready to use the crime as an excuse to shut down Vince Vance's Vintage Trailer Park Inn for Monsters. But 13-year-old Elvira, Vince's daughter, doesn't believe Cal is the culprit; she insists he's a victim. The situation becomes even more suspicious when more monsters go missing. Elvira, who has a racially ambiguous human dad and a siren mom, wishes everyone could get along. Eager to solve the mystery and calm tensions, she joins forces with her human friend (and secret crush) Emilio Salinas, and chupacabra best friend, Maribel Akecheta-together they're "the best sleuths in Marfa." Their investigations take them to a mausoleum, the mayor's office, and a ghost town as they encounter colorful witnesses and suspects, including a banshee, a vampire, a jackalope, and decidedly unfriendly ghosts. As they hurtle toward the finale, the trio discover a duplicitous villain and an unlikely ally. This compelling story offers food for thought about discrimination. Elvira's humorous and engaging first-person voice flows easily.An original, fast-paced mystery featuring a strong message about inclusion.(Mystery. 8-12)Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 06/19/25, Thirteen-year-old Elvira Vance lives with her human father and siren mother in the mostly-monsters trailer park they manage in West Texas. When the sacred Monarch of Fright crowns the jewel of the massive Marfa Monster Festival, which culminates on Halloween, is stolen, the human investigator on the case, Detective Price, thinks that missing chupacabra Cal Shadevale, one of the Vances residents, is the culprit. Worse, the prejudiced human town mayor threatens to close the park, citing it as a cesspool for monster crime. With the support of her bestie, blue-furred chupacabra Mari Akecheta, and her crush, geeky human Emilio Salinas, Elvira initiates an inquiry that takes them to a vampire mausoleum, a literal ghost town, and, scariest of all, a government office filled with monster-hating humans. Simultaneously, Elvira becomes increasingly reliant on using her newly manifested siren powers to manipulate the investigation. Even as Elvira navigates the townsfolk prejudice alongside personal conflict surrounding her identity, Ritter strikes an upbeat tone using clever twists, a rollicking plot, and delightfully gruesome monster horrors, resulting in a lively paranormal mystery with thoughtful depths. Elvira cues as white; supporting characters are racially diverse. Ages 8-12. Agent: Emily Van Beek, Folio Literary. (July)
978-1-335-01288-3 Encantadora's Guide to Monstros and Magic Mendonca, Sarah J. MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 06/19/25, A desperate monster hunter gambles on a magical heist.Twelve-year-old apprentice trapper Rosa, whose "not-quite-black hair" goes in "at least seventy-three different directions," removes deadly monsters under the direction of Ava Leonor, her grandmother, but she wishes she could be a keeper and use charms on locks. Unfortunately, the bureaucratic MinistÃ©rio dos Monstros' heavy fees squash social mobility, limiting opportunities for people like Rosa and her pickpocket best friend, Tiago, an aspiring tailor, whose hair has "tight coils" and skin is "cork bark colored." Right before the Festival of Lights, an unfair Ministry financial demand threatens to destroy Rosa's family business. Luckily, her keeper abilities have caught the eye of the mysterious band of thieves the Tea Leaves. All she has to do is pass her audition, pull off the greatest heist of all time, and bond with her teammates-trust is essential for their work. But Rosa struggles with the ways she hasn't always been a good friend and the lie she told about her keeper status. A late twist adds additional urgency for her success. Rosa's interpersonal struggles balance perfectly with daring heist sequences, where sudden obstacles strain the Tea Leaves' abilities and cool. Mendonca's worldbuilding is exquisite and meticulous-the Portuguese-flavored fantasy world's history and society (which is grounded in corruption and conspiracy) is as well developed as the fresh magical system. The epilogue teases an exciting sequel.A phenomenal debut with smooth execution, exciting capers, and heaps of originality.(Fantasy. 8-13)ALA Booklist, 06/19/25, As an apprentice trapper, Rosa Coelho has seen (and smelled) more monster infestations than she cares to count. Her avÃ³ (grandmother) has raised and trained her to carry on the family business of eradicating monstrous pests, but Rosa dreams of being a keeper (magical locksmith) like her father was before he disappeared. Unfortunately, keeper certification is far too expensive for someone like Rosa. When she and her best friend receive invitations to audition for an elite gang of thieves, the Tea Leaves, both see it as an opportunity to save their families' floundering businesses and have a better life. In her debut, Mendonca draws upon Portuguese culture while crafting her stratified, magical world, where wealth and power are held by an elite few. Secondary characters don't see much development, but Rosa comes to important realizations about herself and how to be a better friend. The story's excitement ramps up when the Tea Leaves enter the picture, bringing with them a risky heist plot that inadvertently reveals deep government corruption. Recommend to fans of Deva Fagan's A Game of Noctis (2024).
978-0-593-62304-6 Enemy's Daughter Blankman, Anne MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 12/01/24, Gr 4-7 Blankman's newest historical fiction work takes readers directly into the conflict between England and Germany in March 1915. Marta and her father are trying to return home to Germany from the United States when their ship, the Lusitania , is attacked by German forces. With this tragic and infamous historical event as the backdrop, Blankman thrusts readers into Marta's quest to return to her mother and brother in Germany after her father is captured by English authorities. On her journey she is discovered and befriended by an Irish girl, Clare, and all that she believed she knew about Germany's enemies is brought into question. In this thrilling tale of escape and intrigue, Marta and Clara learn lessons about discrimination, the cruelties of war, and the potential dangers of patriotism in an occasionally heavy-handed, but nonetheless powerful, manner. This would be a strong addition to history curricula about WWI and The Lusitania , or to any teachings on discrimination or on how far knowing people as individuals goes toward eradicating stereotypes. VERDICT A riveting and welcome addition to the middle grade historical fiction market; recommended for all elementary and middle school library collections. Kate OlsonALA Booklist, 03/31/25, In 1915, as Europe is at war, German citizens Marta, 12, and her father have been stuck in the U.S. They board the RMS Lusitania with fake identities to begin their voyage home when a German torpedo sinks the ship. After being rescued, Marta's father is arrested for being German. Alone in England, Marta assumes a Dutch identity, relying on her acting skills as she searches for a way home. Marta finds refuge but is discovered by an Irish girl her age, Clare, whose family takes her in. Clare helps Marta secure a position at the chocolate factory where she works. As Marta witnesses anti-German sentiment and develops her own animosity toward the British, she observes the prejudice Clare and her family experience for being Irish. Secrets weigh heavily on Marta as her friendship with Clare blooms. Blankman is skilled in creating immersive settings, from the sinking of a ship to the storied walls of York, and her historical tale will resonate readers of today.
9780593426814 Evidence! : how Dr. John Snow solved the mystery of cholera Hopkinson, Deborah MS Booklist (June 1, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 19)) Grades K-3. Hopkinson returns to the topic of her historical novel The Great Trouble (2013) for a suspenseful case study in scientific investigation and reasoning, describing how a London doctor proved that an 1854 outbreak of cholera was actually caused by water drawn from a single pump rather than, as widely thought, foul air or filthy streets in general. His evidence was circumstantial (the cholera bug being too small to see through his microscope), but along with effectively stemming that outbreak by persuading skeptical officials to remove the pump’s handle, he provided a model for epidemiological investigation that went on to revolutionize public health worldwide. Henderson’s illustrations of “hot, stinky old London” (“Piles of horse dung line the streets. Sewage and human waste fill cesspools in yards and cellars”) are more atmospheric than representational, but images of murky streets and doctors rushing helplessly from patient to patient convey the noxious locale and the desperation of its hapless residents. Back matter adds further information about Snow, the infamous Broad Street pump, and major infectious diseases beyond cholera.Kirkus Reviews starred (June 15, 2024) Dr. John Snow, “the father of modern epidemiology,” discovers the cause of cholera. Behind every great scientist is evidence. When cholera broke out in London in 1854, most people blamed the “bad, smelly air” for the rapid spread of the disease. The English physician Dr. John Snow had a “bold hypothesis.” He had noticed that cholera’s symptoms included vomiting and diarrhea, so the cause was likely what the victims had ingested rather than something airborne. All he needed was evidence! With expert pacing, Hopkinson sets up Snow’s story as a medical mystery and a race against time. The doctor follows clues, gathers information about where the deceased people lived, plots his data on maps, notices clusters of disease, interviews local residents, and discovers the one thing the dead had in common: They had drunk from the same water pump. Henderson’s moody, expressionistic art captures Londoners’ confusion and concern, while Dr. Snow’s urgent pace is marked with literal dashes across city maps. Hopkinson nimbly acknowledges when she’s using conjecture—“We can guess the hard questions he must ask”—and makes clear when she’s presenting evidence: “This fact is helpful.” At the story’s climax, Dr. Snow presents his findings at a neighborhood meeting, and in a final, incandescent spread, the water 
9781665948289 Exit nowhere Brandt, Juliana MS School Library Journal (September 1, 2024) Gr 4-8-Raithfield Manor has long stood abandoned and stories of its being haunted have lasted just as long, but Barret Eloise doesn't believe in ghosts. That is, until she decides to research it for a group project on town history. Barret Eloise and her three classmates end up trapped inside the manor by a ghost intent on playing children's games, and if they lose, they disappear. Most frightening of all: the children may not be alone in the house. This is a fun horror novel with just the right amount of spooky for kids wanting to dip their toes into the genre. The stakes are low for the protagonists, making this a relatively safe ghost story for even the most apprehensive readers. It also contains messaging that one doesn't need to be perfect to be happy, and that, in fact, perfection can be lonely. Most characters read white; one of Barret Eloise's group mates is Black. VERDICT Escape from Mr. Lemoncello's Library, but make it horror; this title is sure to be a hit with middle grade readers.-Mariah Smitala © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2024) A middle schooler gets trapped with classmates in a haunted manor where they must reckon with a vengeful ghost. After quiet loner Barret Eloise’s teacher groups her with Helena, Wayne, and Ridge for a project on local history, the unlikely foursome settles on Raithfield Manor as their topic. As part of their research, they interview a woman at the realty office that’s trying to sell the old house. She fills them in on the history of the Raithfields, who moved out during the Great Depression after four of their children died. When the kids sneak into the long-abandoned mansion around which rumors whirl (after all, their teacher wanted them to “experience history”), they end up imprisoned. The house transforms into a series of terrifying challenges—for example, the library floor becomes waves of lava—run by a tortured, power-hungry ghost. The only way to survive, the kids reason, is to triumph over every obstacle. Experienced genre fans may guess the ultimate reveals; however, the scares are safe for newbies, and the book will appeal to readers who enjoy ghost stories. Barret Eloise is a sympathetically struggling protagonist, someone who stumbles over her words, is focused on school almost to her own detriment, and sometimes misses social cues. Her relationship with Helena offers meaningful representation of fraught tween friendships, and the connections among the four classmates are special in their own right. Helena is cued Black; other major characters present white. Well-drawn characters 
9781678207809 Exploring Greek Mythology Nardo, Don MS non-fiction Dewey 292.1Gr / IL 6-12
978-1-250-85157-4 Extra Large Page, Tyler MS ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, After having a great summer with his family, Tyler is starting a new year of school. Things this year are different. He's experiencing new feelings and becoming more self-aware of his body and appearance. Kids he had long considered friends aren't quite acting like good friends should, and the bullying at school is brutal. At home, his dad has decided to go on a diet and by proxy he and his mom and brother are also forced to charge their eating habits. With a new focus on health at home, Tyler struggles to feel confident in his growing and changing body. Throughout the school year, he loses friends, gains new ones, and even meets a girl, all while trying to find a happy median of healthy habits and happiness. In this semiautobiographical follow up to Button Pusher, Page compassionately explores the changes many tweens face. His colorful, expressive cartoon style effectively evokes the emotional realities of his characters. Middle-school readers who are looking for a boy-centered read-alike for Shannon Hale's Real Friends series will find what they're looking for here.School Library Journal, 02/01/25, Gr 4-8, Set in the late 1980s, the book follows Tyler, a middle school youth grappling with body image. He is larger than many of his peers and begins to suffer bullying because of it. In addition, his father is on a health food kick and insists that his entire family participate in his diet while dropping cruel digs against his wife and two sons about their weight. Though Tyler's feelings are hurt, and he is embarrassed on several occasions, he also engages in teasing other classmates about their perceived flaws. A shift away from childhood friendships to new and kinder friends makes him slowly realize that he has hurt others as much as he has been hurt himself. The art is colorful and cartoony and will appeal to young readers, although some 1980s references might not land. The graphic novel's tone is very message-heavy, as issues like physical appearance, toxic masculinity, and bullying are depicted. Tyler and his family are white. VERDICT This coming-of-age memoir addresses body image in males, a topic not often found in middle school books, making it a solid purchase for libraries to fill that gap. Nancy McKay
978-0-593-85931-5 Extraordinary Orbit of Alex Ramirez Paulino, Jasminne MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, Starred Review Seventh-grader Alex Ramirez is an "SC" (self-contained) student with unspecified neurodivergence, whose school places students with physical and emotional differences in their own classroom. Ever since he lost control with another student in third grade, he's been separated from the main class because he just can't make his brain and body work together. Frustrated, he keeps trying. As a young man with dreams of literally reaching the stars by working at NASA, he is driven to break through the restrictive barriers of his school and family to extend his opportunities. His immediate goal is to join Ms. Rosef's regular science class and participate in the countywide science fair; after that, who knows where he'll go? Along the way he learns effective interpersonal and communication skills, with his SC cohort sharing his ups and downs, moving forward themselves through important conversations and revelations. Written in spare, authentic verse interspersed with naturally flowing Spanish that reflects Alex's roots, Paulino's debut captures one student's aspirations and climb to success as he becomes the hero of his own story. Readers will identify with Alex and his friends' desire to be seen, heard, and challenged for who they are rather than trapped by others' stereotype-informed views of their diagnoses. Targeted to middle-schoolers, this book will appeal beyond the age range, touching hearts and consciences. A must-read School Library Journal Starred Review, 05/01/25, Gr 5 Up This compelling novel in verse gives readers an intimate look into the mind of Alex Ramirez, a neurodivergent seventh grader with an unshakable passion for outer space. Told in spare yet evocative poetry, Alex's story is both raw and determined as he fights to prove he's capable of more than the limits others place on him. The book's greatest strength lies in its ability to capture Alex's frustration and hope with equal weight and in his own voice. The verse format immerses readers in his emotionsâ€”his exhilaration at watching rocket launches, the sting of being underestimated, and the unwavering belief that he is meant for something greater. His relationship with Papi provides a beautiful counterpoint to the struggles he faces at school, adding warmth and depth to his journey. More than just a story about breaking barriers, this novel is a celebration of perseverance, intelligence in all its forms, and the importance of being seen for who one truly is. VERDICT This luminous, heartfelt debut reminds readers the sky is never the limit and will inspire any middle school student who reads it.â€” Jessica Siddharth
978-1-536-24071-9 Faerie Isle: Tales and Traditions of Ireland's Forgotten Folklore Quinn, SÃ ne MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 01/14/25, A collection of Irish myths and legends, some encouraging, most cautionaryIrish folklore is populated by faeries, or "the good people," as you'd best call them. They include creatures great and small, those of the land and of the sea, those who act as harbingers, and others who frankly just don't like to be bothered. Each well-researched entry includes a page of general description covering the creature's historical origins and traditional behaviors and temperament, as well as lessons to be learned, followed by a brief tale. "The Queen's Shoes" tells of a tiny leprechaun shoemaker who rewards a kindly young shepherd, while "At the Crossroads" centers on a brave young girl's encounter with the Headless Horseman. Quinn's writing has a folksy, intimate tone; readers will feel as though they're huddled by the fireside, listening to a gifted storyteller holding an audience spellbound. Even folklore enthusiasts will find unique depths within each jam-packed entry. Reminiscent of Stephen Gammell's work, Flynn's illustrations are grotesquely gorgeous-like the fae they depict, they are texturally rich, glowing with a unique allure and just a touch unsettling. Her use of color and negative space is haunting, well paired with the creatures depicted.Fantastic in all respects. (glossary)(Folktales. 7-13)Publishers Weekly, 05/01/25, In this enchanting debut, Quinn offers an accessible introductory guide to a bevy of myths, monsters, and mischief-makers from Irish folklore. Each entry succinctly announces its subject by providing historical and cultural context and explaining their role in the greater mythological landscape, making for informative snapshots unhampered by excess detail. Lush illustrations by Flynn (The Case of the Vanishing Painting) play with light and shadow, depicting in moody color scenes from brief stories that relay the oft-unpredictable interactions between unsuspecting humans and these legendary creatures. While traditional Celtic cryptidsâ€”including leprechauns, mermaids, and bansheesâ€”abound, less commonly featured beings such as â€œrogue rascalâ€� pookas, or shapeshifting sprites, also get their due in these playful anecdotes. Quinnâ€™s tales are tailored for younger readers, focusing more on positive moments and optimistic outcomes while skirting the often dire fates in many folkloric talesâ€”here, people who inadvertently encounter the Fae escape intact. Some are even rewarded for their discretion. The end result is both spirited and sobering, and an ideal starter-level reference guide designed to lure already interested readers deeper into the subject matter. Most human characters are rendered with pale skin. Ages 8â€“12. (Feb.)

9781645952695 FAMOUS ANONYMOUS BADEN, MORGAN MS
Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Before the internet, kids got up to pranks without many people being the wiser, but with the advent of social media, an eager audience awaits. Harper, Luke, Gus, and Sophie, neighborhood friends from two families, find this out the hard way when they dress up one night and make a spoof video that one of them posts online—only for it to go viral. Discovering themselves to be instant celebrities the next morning, they become preoccupied with maintaining their anonymity (they don’t want their parents to find out) and keeping their views up. A cautionary tale full of individuality and humor, Baden’s novel rings true in this moment and is filled with contemporary lingo and believable middle-grade situational complications. Each main character is distinct and relatable, getting an equal share of the narration and the limelight. Their story comes to a satisfying conclusion with the promise of more adventures to come. An appealing story that will be an easy sell."

Kirkus Review, 08/14/2025
Seeking fame through social media, four friends end up truthfully examining themselves in this amusing and thoughtful series opener. While the four Rowan Roadies—neighbors, two sets of siblings, and the children of parents who are best friends—were once inseparable, they drifted apart as they grew up and had other demands on their time. But they reconnect in middle school. Sophie Magee and Luke Gage-Flashman are in seventh grade, and Gus Magee and Harper Gage-Flashman are in sixth grade. Harper’s a theater kid, Gus is a star soccer player (who secretly loves writing), neurodivergent Luke is a tech whiz, and Sophie constantly changes extracurriculars. One night when Luke and Harper’s moms are out with Sophie and Gus’ mom and dad, the friends film a live-action video inspired by a popular video game. The kids were left with a strict list of house rules, but things get “a teeny bit out of control. Just, like, a smidge.” Harper posts the video to the social media platform Cre8, where it quickly goes viral. Their costumes hide their faces, but as they create more videos, they discover the cost of online fame. The novel loses some steam as the kids repeatedly attempt to go viral, but the book raises vital questions about social media and technology. The four leads share the humorous narration, which includes group chats and fan comments and will hold readers’ attention. Luke and Harper read white, and Gus and Sophie are cued Black. Absorbing and thought-provoking. (Fiction. 9-12)

9781101997833 Fast Break Lupica, Mike MS
Horn Book Guide, 09/30/2016
After his mother dies, twelve-year-old white orphan Jayson shifts his attention toward surviving on his own and playing basketball. When he gets caught stealing sneakers, Protective Services places Jayson with an affluent black family, shaking up his world in unexpected ways. While the story touches on socioeconomic and racial themes, Lupica's strong sports writing puts readers right in the middle of the games.

Booklist (September 1, 2015 (Vol. 112, No. 1))
Grades 5-8. Lupica is the go-to guy for quick-reading, enjoyable sports fiction, and his latest adheres to his formula of mixing expertly described play-by-play action—in this case, basketball—with interesting personal stories. Broaching serious topics, yet assuredly entertaining, this story of a scrappy white kid, Jayson, growing up in a black neighborhood is a kind of Blind Side in reverse. Hiding the fact he’s barely subsisting after his mom dies and her boyfriend abandons him, he’s tripped up by his need for some new kicks. When he’s caught shoplifting, he winds up being taken in by an older, affluent African American couple who are incredibly long on patience, as Jayson acts out his anger and hurt before pulling himself together to lead his new school’s b-ball team to victory and a chance to play in Duke University’s Cameron Indoor Stadium. Friends old and new, a crush, and the comparison of his old digs to his new home life flesh out the story. Eager fans will find this a slam-dunk. A must-purchase.

978-1-459-83989-2 Feathered Fiends Boisvert,Jocelyn & Warriner, David MS ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Channeling the cult-classic film Birdemic, Boisvert's high/low horror goes for the jugular of anyone who crosses its path. For 16-year-old Daphne and her family, a dull drive to a national park turns into the stuff of nightmares when a starling crashes into their windshield. Pulling over to check on the poor creature, their concern quickly shifts to alarm when another starling swoops down and strikes Daphne's dad in the head. The family takes shelter in the car, but with no phone signal and their wheels stuck in the mud, the approaching flock is inescapable. Soon crazed birds are dive-bombing the car with no regard for self-preservation, and the few other people on the road are mercilessly attacked. Boisvert uses short chapters and shifting points of view to build tension, while the narrative's fast pace and escalating mayhem drive the story forward. Many, many birds were harmed in the telling of this tale, but their determination to maim and murder casts them firmly in the role of villain. An entertaining creature feature in the Orca Shivers line of books. Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A family's summer vacation turns from boring to terrifying in an instant when nature attacksFifteen-year-old Daphne and her family are driving along a backwoods road to reach their campsite when out of nowhere, a bird crashes into the windshield. When Daphne's veterinarian father stops to examine it, another bird launches itself at his head, wounding him. Anxious to resume their trip, the unnerved family comes to a grim realization-their car is stuck in the mud. What's worse, a thunderstorm looms menacingly on the horizon. More and more birds arrive, injuries mount, and all efforts to escape prove futile as the winged attack relentlessly continues. Aware of the risks (and against her family's protests), Daphne courageously darts away from the car toward a nearby town for rescue as thunderclaps ring out, but will she succeed? What fate awaits her stranded family if she fails? Who else will be ensnarled in the aggressive aerial assault? A tribute to Alfred Hitchcock'sThe Birds, Boisvert's short, action-packed novel translated from French will grip readers as each frighteningly surreal scene unfolds. Black-and-white stock illustrations interspersed throughout become increasingly sinister, ramping up the suspense. Attentive readers will recognize the double meanings behind some pictures as foreshadowing. Physical descriptions are minimal.Young horror enthusiasts will be delighted at this nod to the master of suspense. (author's note)(Horror. 9-13)

9780823454808 Find Her Reno, Ginger MS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2024
Gr 5 Up—Wren is a ghost of who she used to be. Five years ago her mother disappeared without a trace. Every day Wren searches for clues through her police chief dad, online searches, and the MMIWG (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls) movement database. Her elisi (Cherokee for grandmother) is a source of comfort, but there is still something missing. When animals start being hurt and killed, Wren decides to put her research skills to work and find out who is behind the crimes. With her new friend Brantley, she follows the leads until they realize that the person committing these acts may be closer to home than either of them thought. With the backdrop of the Cherokee tribal land in Oklahoma, this book brings into focus the epidemic of missing Indigenous women across the United States in an age-appropriate way. So many of these families, just like Wren's, are given no answers to what happened to their loved ones. Although written for middle schoolers, Reno's debut does not shy away from the truth. With a mystery to solve, students will want to follow Wren on her quest for justice. VERDICT Cherokee writer Reno crafts a powerful debut centering an important issue affecting Indigenous women and families; a strong purchase for all middle schools.—Heather Lassley Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 07/31/2024
A story of persistence and family love emphasizing respect for animals, elders, and cultural customs. Twelve-year-old Wren, who’s Cherokee and white, has exceptional tracking skills. Her family seems to have a knack for detective work; her dad’s the town’s police chief, after all. Even though her mom vanished over five years ago, Wren remains determined to find her. But her mom is just one of the many Indigenous women in Oklahoma who have gone missing, and Wren feels pain and frustration that no one is doing more about this tragedy. Wren follows her maternal grandmother Elisi’s advice to use her “finder feelings” to reunite missing pets with their owners. During a school project, she and class partner Brantley uncover an animal mystery and work together to find the criminal. Relying on her Wolf Clan knowledge, Wren recognizes her responsibility to protect animals, herself, and others. Debut author Reno (Cherokee) offers readers a powerful story that explores heart-wrenching themes, including Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls, animal torture, child abuse, and bullying. Informative backmatter expands on the epidemic of MMIWG and the meaning of the red handprint symbol, as well as Cherokee history in the book’s setting of Fort Gibson. Elisi is a source of guidance, humor, and comfort to Wren. After a slower start, the mystery unfolds, and once Wren is in pursuit of the culprit (with help from Brantley), the story takes off and will grip readers. A dramatic and captivating call for attention. (author’s note) (Fiction. 10-14)

9780063234444 Flamingos are pretty funky : a (not so) serious guide Cushman, Abi MS School Library Journal (July 1, 2024) PreS-Gr 3-Funky is the word for this humorous guide to flamingos of all sorts. Facts and descriptions appear in the body of the text while the birds (and a snake) in the illustrations make humorous remarks in speech bubbles. For instance, when the various species are introduced, the Lesser Flamingo opines, "I think we can come up with a better name." And when the text explains that flamingos can live in locations with corrosive chemicals in the water, one of the birds asks, "Beautiful view, toxic water, all the algae you can eat ... what more could you ask for?" A map showing locations for each species, a spread with all six birds side by side for easy comparison of size, and diagrams showing the "unique beaks" and surprising structure of flamingo legs offer additional details. Their snaky friend looks at the beak diagram and quips, "Wow! You really know how to turn that frown upside down!" Side bars offer information on the carotenoids that give flamingos their color and on the growth of flamingo chicks. Back matter offers a photo of each species, along with their common and scientific names, height, weight, and conservation status. A glossary and suggestions for further reading are also included. VERDICT A useful introduction that will entertain readers as it shares fascinating facts about these colorful birds, and a helpful addition to units on birds or animal adaptations.-Suzanne Costner © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (May 1, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 17)) Grades K-3. Cushman's introduction to these tall pink wading birds delivers abundant information with a smile. She details habitats, individual species, diet, mating and life cycles, feeding adaptations, standing behaviors, and migratory habits. She devotes special attention to their coloring (a result of diet); their extreme, sometimes toxic, natural environments; and beaks that allow them to scoop up food underwater while filtering out salt and water. Bright, child-friendly artwork details these birds in a variety of poses and settings. Pinks and blues predominate, along with other pastel hues. Factual text appears on spreads, sidebars, and diagrams, while snarky commentary emerges in speech bubbles ("Throat milk! I got leftover throat milk here!"). A green snake also comments in each spread, adding humorous observations ("We can get pizza delivered out here, right?"). Cushman has a good handle on what facts will interest her readers, although inexplicably she omits that these birds poop on their legs as a means of cooling off and preventing sunburn. Appended with additional species information, this should suit report writers and browsers alike.
978-1-250-87397-2 Flicker Edgmon, H. E. MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 08/01/24, Gr 5 Up  Edgmon's ( The Witch King ) middle grade debut is a dystopian, anti-capitalist, Indigenous, gender nonconforming love letter to tweens. With the utmost respect for readers, Edgmon tells the story of Earth post-flicker, a solar flare that destroyed pretty much everything, through alternating-perspective chapters by recently orphaned stepsiblings Millie and Rose. Along for their quest is Corncob, their dog, and Sammy, their nine-month-old brother. They go to find Millie's grandmother, a Seminole elder, and The Sanctuary, a rumored place of protection. Opposing The Sanctuary is The Hive, a massive "e-commerce and information technology" hub hoarding resources and using overt violence to maintain a position of power. With the help of the Lost Boys and their reclaimed bus, Millie and Rose must find their purpose and survive in this postapocalyptic world. The writing is engaging, the plot is lively, and the social dynamics are believable, even when presenting lessons. Edgmon doesn't pull any punches with this book. There's talk of murderâ€”even cannibalismâ€”and not everyone survives. A few strategic "screw yous" and "hell yeahs" provide some weight and authenticity. Through a story with some genuinely frightening moments, Edgmon helps readers explore identity. After all, who are we after all the systems we've used to define ourselves crumble? Fans of Patricia Forde's The List will devour this one. VERDICT A first purchase for all collections serving middle schoolers and tweens. Taylor WorleyALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, A solar flare brings about an apocalypse, leaving stepsiblings Millie and Rose and baby half brother Sammy wholly alone in Appalachia after their parents both die. Running low on supplies, they set out to try to find their (hopefully) surviving grandmother, a Seminole elder, and along the way, they join a band of other kids who are also looking for survivors, maybe even relatives. As each chapter shifts perspectives between Millie and Rose, readers follow along with their coming-of-age moments as each begins to make decisions about a future they can barely dare to hope for. The dynamic between the siblings and with others is expressed not just with actions but by idiolect, highlighting the diverse backgrounds and upbringings of the different characters, all of whom are variously trying to navigate a dangerous new world while struggling with grief. The band of kids challenges stereotypes and one another to imagine an elevated society in which everyone can simply exist on their own terms. A cinematic postapocalyptic adventure grounded in meaningful emotional growth.
978-1-643-79675-8 Flying in Colors Prasad Reddeppa, Padma MS ALA Booklist, This tapestry of stories follows Pavi from ages 8 to 10 in Tamil Nadu, South India, in the 1970s. From cousin squabbles to school drama to living with grief, Pavi's journey will still be relatable to many readers today. Pavi struggles with uncertainty about her father's job, wonders why so many adults shy away from her questions, and yearns for greater independence. Pavi and her intergenerational family cluding her paternal grandparents, aunt, uncles, and cousin ve intertwined lives, visiting her maternal grandparents and going to her deceased uncle's grave on his birthday each year. Though the book is primarily linear, Pavi's flashbacks and memories are interspersed. The result is an almost vignette-style novel, allowing readers to leisurely experience Pavi's journey to adolescence. Heavier moments, such as the pain of grief, uncertainty, and pregnancy loss, are countered with humorous romps via Pavi's games with her friends and cousin, a mango-theft spree, and tender family scenes. Reddeppa seamlessly incorporates Tamil language and the ripple effects of colonialism into her debut. A glossary and an author's note complete the back matter. Kirkus Reviews, The shadow of death looms over a girl's life in this coming-of-age tale set in 1970s Chennai in Southern IndiaReddeppa's debut follows an eventful year in Pavithra Ramachandran's life as she negotiates the ups and downs of her intergenerational Tamil family. Beloved though Pavi is, her birth is always mentioned in the same breath as her maternal uncle Selva's untimely death at 26, just a few months later. Pavi, who's almost 9, feels a strong connection to Selva Uncle, and to Chanki, her paternal granduncle, who's the black sheep of the family with a flair for storytelling. When a grieving relative lays the blame for Selva's death on Pavi's shoulders, saying that her birth came with a sign of a curse, Pavi's actions set in motion a chain of events that lead to danger and unearth troubling family secrets. Strong-willed, impetuous Pavi is an intriguing character, though her words and actions sometimes feel much older than her years. The initially sunny narrative takes a dark turn and includes incidents with predatory men, threatened violence from an exorcist summoned to rid Pavi of her grief, and graphically described injuries resulting from her own rash actions. The plot sags in the second half but effectively tackles themes including unquestioning faith and the power of words to uplift or crush a child's psyche.A poignant, visceral story about superstition, unresolved grief, and the wounds they can inflict. (family trees, Tamil culture note, author's note, glossary)(Fiction. 10-14)
978-1-419-77778-3 Forest of a Thousand Eyes Hardinge, Frances MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 08/25/25, Starred Review The Forest creeps steadily forward, and with it comes deadly creatures, poisonous pollen, strangling vines, and clawing roots. At Greyman's Gate, residents wage a daily battle against the foliage's encroachments up the towering stone wall on which they live. Nervous energy propels Feather down the Wall on this day, not to forage as she should but to deliver a spyglass to a stranger (the first she's ever met) named Merildun, who has promised to teach Feather how to draw a map of the land beyond her home. Her naivety is rewarded with a treacherous shove from the Wall's ledge and the theft of her community's precious spyglass. Miraculously, Feather's fall is broken by a tree, and she and her scaled ferret, Sleek, manage to scramble back onto the Wall before setting off after the perfidious Merildun. As they did in Island of Whispers (2024), this creative duo fashions a slender, atmospheric tale that accomplishes much in its small page count. Hardinge's evocative prose shares space with Gravett's detailed black-and-white drawings that are fittingly accented with green, and together they build a world that effortlessly takes root in the reader's imagination. As Feather's breathless adventure unfolds, she encounters the Forest's sinister nature alongside eye-opening discoveries that make the journey worthwhile. Small but sophisticated, this dark fantasy will entice reluctant readers and genre fans alike.School Library Journal Starred Review, 07/01/25, Gr 5 Upâ€” Feather lives in a world where a haunting and hungry Forest has taken over. Living in a part of a crumbling Wall that extends to an unknown ocean, Feather and her community work to stay safe from the encroaching Forest. When Feather finds she must venture out into the unknown to retrieve her community's precious spyglass, she does not know what will be in store for her along the crumbling Wall. Feather travels with her pet scaled ferret, Sleek, avoiding the dangers of the Forest. Along the way, she meets other communities living along the Wall and finds she is more tenacious than she thought when she began her journey. In her second highly illustrated novel, Hardinge delivers a dystopian tale that nevertheless uplifts beauty, resilience, and the notion that people are stronger together than they are as individuals. With gorgeous illustrations throughout, this story weaves imagery and narrative to create a haunting middle grade adventure. VERDICT Readers who love fantasy and adventure will be drawn to Feather and the dangers of a menacing and destructive Forest and crave more details about the communities Feather encounters.â€” Rebekah J. Buchanan
978-1-665-95225-5 Forgotten Magic of Zoey Turner Stewart, Erin MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 12/06/24, Terrifying statistics run through Zoey's mind day and night, controlling her decisionsAfter her father dies in a bus accident, anxiety-ridden 12-year-old Zoey Turner, who presents white, spends her summer escaping into the familiar world of her favorite fantasy series, the Magic of Ever After by Raven M. Wells. When a book signing ends in a panic attack, Zoey receives a pencil allegedly belonging to Wells herself. Zoey writes a story with the pencil, which seems innocent enough until the next day, when the events of her story happen in real life. Always the type to practice extreme caution, the nervous seventh grader asks Derek Beal, the redheaded president of a fantasy club with his own anxieties and fears, for help in how best to use her new magic. She keeps the pencil a secret from everyone else in her life, even her Lebanese American best friend, Lena. Zoey fears losing Lena when secrets and fears begin to separate them. As Zoey sharpens the pencil with each new story, her chances of writing the perfect ending dwindle away. She'll need to find her own magic before it's too late. This emotional narrative skillfully informs readers about anxiety and post-traumatic stress disorder and will comfort anyone facing challenges similar to the main characters', reminding them to look for the pockets of joy in every day and inspiring them to discover their own forgotten magic.Hope prevails in this story, filled with a resounding authenticity.(Fantasy. 10-13)ALA Booklist, 01/14/25, Zoey Turner's world is controlled by her fears and anxieties. Following the sudden death of her beloved father, the magic he encouraged in her seems to exist only when she rereads the fantasy series they shared together. When her opportunity to get a signed copy of the original book is foiled by an anxiety attack, she's more than disappointed by the branded pencil she's given in consolation til she uses it to rewrite her own story, believing its printed slogan, "Make your own magic." Is it magic, or is it Zoey herself who creates the changes she writes about? Stewart uses her excellent descriptive talents to share the intense reality of a young girl's experience of grief and its resultant panic attacks and agoraphobia. Believable supporting characters and a satisfying surprise reveal make this a worthwhile read. Recommended for middle-graders who appreciate their reality sprinkled with magic, this tale of transformation will be an excellent addition to library collections.
978-1-419-77333-4 Forgotten Summer of Seneca Garrett, Camryn MS ALA Booklist, 04/01/25, Rowan is spending the summer in New York City with her aunt for the first time since her father's death. Armed with her father's old camera, Rowan is taking pictures in Central Park when a mysterious portal lands her in the past. It is there that she is greeted by Lily, who claims to be an inhabitant of Seneca Village, an early African American settlement that existed in New York City pre Central Park. Unlike the residents of Seneca Village from history, these inhabitants have magical abilities, such as making plants grow and controlling the flow of people in and out of the village through the portal. When an inhabitant of the village goes missing, Rowan and Lily must work together to keep Seneca Village a secret and rescue the missing girl. Rowan is still grieving, and this adventure, plus help from her aunt Monica, allows her to move forward while still remembering the past. This magical middle-grade novel will have readers curious to learn more about the real Seneca Village.Kirkus Reviews, 04/01/25, An African American tween from Long Island finds herself in another dimension with residents of a historical villageTwelve-year-old Rowan once loved spending the summer in Manhattan with her paternal aunt Monica. But ever since her father's death, she's had no interest in things she once enjoyed. After her mother insists, Rowan finds herself back at Aunt Monica's, a place she painfully associates with her dad. Wandering around Central Park taking pictures with his old-fashioned camera, which she treasures, leads to an unbelievable adventure when Rowan stumbles through a portal into another time. She meets a girl named Lily who tells her she's in Seneca Village, where people have magical abilities. Lily also shares the fact that Sage, a girl from the village, recently went missing. Rowan meets community elder Auntie Alma, who believes the portal may be malfunctioning, potentially threatening their way of life. After Rowan returns to her own time, she does research and confirms that Seneca Village was a real place, founded by free Black people and razed in 1857 to create Central Park. When Rowan returns to the village, she gets caught up in the search for Sage as well as efforts to repair the portal and preserve the hidden magical place. In her fresh, engaging, and surprise-filled middle-grade debut, celebrated YA author Garrett successfully blends genres. Rowan is an entertaining and engaging protagonist who's surrounded by an interesting supporting cast.A thoughtful coming-of-age narrative infused with fantasy and history.(Fiction. 10-14)

9780063274037 Fowl Play Tubb, Kristin O'Donnell MS
Kirkus Review, 05/14/2024
“Grief can make your mind and your heart do weird things.” Since the untimely death of Will Calhoun, her beloved maternal uncle, due to an unspecified genetic condition, Chloe Alvarez’s world has felt muted. In his will, Chloe’s uncle leaves her Charlie, his beloved African Grey parrot who possesses a robust vocabulary and is a skillful mimic. When Charlie starts blurting out words such as homicide and cyanide, Chloe becomes convinced that something—or someone—sinister is behind Uncle Will’s sudden demise. She channels her grief into uncovering the truth of her uncle’s colorful life with help from older brother Jacob, Grammy (who loves true-crime podcasts), and Charlie himself. As Uncle Will said, “Family is wondrous”—and these folks are birds of a feather. Chloe’s lively narrative voice infuses the plucky kid detective trope with emotional range and depth. Charlie’s avian antics provide welcome comic relief, supporting a lovable, laugh-filled harmony that unites a grieving family. The winking references to classic mysteries and Charlie’s eclectic musical tastes (which are satisfied through his Alexa requests) will delight kids and adults alike. The antics of Chloe and her ragtag band of sleuths as they progress through multilayered steps on the path to realization will keep readers enthusiastically engaged. Chloe and Jacob live in Charleston, South Carolina, with their mom, whose family is cued white. A mystery unfolds within a compelling, joyful story of honoring a loved one by living in the moment. (author's note) (Mystery. 9-12)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 04/30/2024
Grades 4-7 - "*Starred Review* Though very much heartbroken over the death of her uncle Will, Chloe Alvarez is cheered by his parting gift to her: an African gray parrot named Charlie. Charlie provides a welcome distraction from her grief, whether by perching on Chloe’s shoulder or commanding Alexa to play music ranging from Stevie Wonder to Kiss. But when Charlie starts saying things like “homicide,” “skull,” and “cyanide,” Chloe begins to think that Uncle Will might not have died from a rare genetic disease like they thought; he just may have been murdered. Chloe launches an investigation, taking tips from her grandmother’s favorite true-crime podcast, and roping in family members to help with stakeouts and evidence collection. Many surprising things are revealed as the Alvarez clan digs for clues, and it’s an utter—and often hilarious—delight to watch them. Tubb does a wonderful job of mixing levity with the grieving process in all its complexity to ensure the narrative never becomes too heavy. While solving the murder is Chloe’s priority, she is also involved in soccer and making art in a way that adds dimension to her character. Amid the investigative antics and hustle of daily life, familial love emerges as the linchpin of the story, echoing Uncle Will’s unwavering belief that “family is wondrous,” in spite of its imperfections."

978-1-665-93813-6 Free Piano (Not Haunted) Gardner, Whitney MS School Library Journal, 07/01/25, Gr 5 Up Margot comes across a keyboard left on the street and decides to take it home, despite the sign that reads "Free Piano, Not Haunted." Margot's hipster dad promises to teach her how to play but instead moves away to pursue his music career and chase 10,000 social media followers. With her mom's job keeping her away for long hours, Margot feels neglected during this critical time in her life. Meanwhile, the keyboard seems to play itself, increasingly terrifying her. From the keyboard emerges the ghost of Vision, a superstar from the 1980s, to teach Margot to play piano, but more importantly, to embrace the power of self-love and acceptance. In this coming-of-age graphic novel, Gardner presents authentic issues that many readers face daily, particularly the yearning for acceptance within social circles. This story explores the pressure to succeed on social media in a fresh, engaging way, and the implications of parental neglect and abandonment are also explored. The vibrant cartoon illustrations will keep readers interested throughout the fast-paced plot. Colors enhance the tones of each spread, and the characters are developed with intentional details in the illustrations and actions within the text. Margot is white with blond hair, Vision is white with red hair. VERDICT A great addition to middle grade collections, this graphic novel balances supernatural humor with real-world emotional resonance.â€” Angie JamesonALA Booklist, 07/01/25, Margot loves to write songs to play on her ukelele, but when she finds an abandoned keyboard th the ominous sign indicating it's "not possessed in any way" seems like just the ticket to more followers for her songs. And more followers, she's sure, will finally get her some attention from her distant dad, who's obsessed with internet fame. But, as the title suggests, this is no ordinary piano: within is the ghost of Vision, a one-hit-wonder popstar from the '80s in a totally radical outfit, who tries to help Margot write her latest song. Gardner (Fake Blood, 2018) fills her colorful panels with plenty of expressive characters as Margot struggles with feeling abandoned by her father and jealous of her internet-famous friends, all while avoiding the malicious poltergeist Vision is trying to protect her from. Vision's unfamiliarity with internet culture makes for some fun comedy, and her earnest lessons about what motivates truly good art are valuable. The poltergeist is cartoonishly eerie, so this is a strong pick for kids who want a ghost story but not a super scary one.
978-1-339-01242-1 Freedom Seeker Gupta, Ruchira MS School Library Journal, 06/01/25, Gr 3-7 A 12-year-old is forced to flee Northern India and becomes entangled in an immigration nightmare. Simi is a regular tween in Punjab with a loving family, supportive best friends, and ambitions to play in a big field hockey championship. But Simi's Ammi is Muslim, and Abbu is Hindu-Sikh, while her parents' mixed-faith marriage marks them out for increasing discrimination and hostility. The family decides to leave when Abbu is brutally attacked, and he successfully claims asylum in the U.S. Simi and Ammi are not so lucky, however, due to a crackdown on "chain migration" of asylees' families that leaves them desperately deciding to enter the U.S. via Mexico without visas. This leaves them vulnerable to ruthless coyotes, and Simi is separated from her mother as they cross the border. Gupta has crafted a compelling narrative about an important part of migration. Simi is resourceful and likable as she struggles with others' bigotry, homesickness, and her familial separation. The secondary characters are generally appealing but, due to Simi experiencing much of this alone, they are not as fully developed. Jose, a 12-year-old from Honduras who befriends Simi when he crosses the border with her, is the most well-rounded of the diverse supporting cast. There is no perfectly wrapped-up ending, but there are hopeful depictions of people who want to help, whether they are immigration officials or supportive members of the public. VERDICT This timely book about migration and asylum complements Kelly Yang's Front Desk and Pam Mu&1;oz Ryan's Esperanza Rising .â€” Grace PickeringStarred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 06/01/25, Fleeing bigotry in Chandigarh, India, a girl faces a perilous immigration journey to the United StatesTwelve-year-old Simran has a loving family and caring best friends, Ravi and Reena-and she's just been selected as the captain of her middle school field hockey team. But just as she's enjoying this happy news, Simi's family faces nasty threats of religious and racial hatred. After her Sikh father, Gurbeer Singh, is brutally beaten for being married to her Muslim mother, Henna Ali, the extended family decides that the three will seek asylum in America. Although Gurbeer, who was a farmer back home, is granted political asylum and starts driving a taxi in New York City, Simi and her mother are denied entry, propelling them to fly to Mexico via Spain and attempt the dangerous border crossing to reunite with Abbu. As coyotes take them on foot across the desert toward Arizona, Simi becomes separated from Ammi, and she endures nightmarish experiences in her attempt to rejoin her parents. Acts of kindness from strangers and her new friendship with Jose, a 12-year-old Honduran boy, sustain the brave and realistically drawn protagonist. The same leadership skills that made her a great field hockey captain come to Simi's aid as she navigates the bewildering and brutal immigration system. Through evocative and accessible writing, this gut-punch of a story illuminates the global rise of intolerance and the anguish faced by those who seek safety.A riveting story of love, hope, and survival. (author's note, additional resources, glossary)(Fiction. 8-13)
978-0-593-53326-0 Gallery of Rogues Lincoln, Beth MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, The over-the-top Swift family might be able to reconcile with their cousins-if art theft doesn't interfere.In this second series entry, as delightfully hilarious and witty as the first, Shenanigan Swift learns she has family in Paris-the Martinet cousins-with whom the English Swifts have long been feuding. The Swifts' new Matriarch, Fauna, decrees that they must make peace with the Martinets, especially after the theatrical theft of a painting from the Swift family home. Ouvolpo is a flamboyant crime collective that lifts looted and stolen art and returns it to the rightful owners, leaving behind fantastical crime scene tableaux. Does their theft of A Clown Laments His Lot in Life by the famous surrealist Pierrot mean Ouvolpo believe the painting rightfully belongs to the Martinets? Piratical Uncle Maelstrom takes Shenanigan and her sister Phenomena to Paris, where Shenanigan is overwhelmed by the city, charmed by artist cousin Pomme, and enraged by the thieves. "No one breaks into my House, leaves behind an inflatable bird, and gets away with it," she declares. But some of the Martinets are untrustworthy, even by family standards. Even Maelstrom's loyalty is questionable, since he keeps flirting with The Law (in the person of his nemesis, Haitian Interpol inspector Hugo Rousseau), leaving Shenanigan, Phenomena, and Erf, their nonbinary cousin, to save both families. The family is multiracial, and queerness is comfortably normalized. Abundant wordplay and humor will keep the pages turning.An amorally charming hero stars in this comically flamboyant heist mystery. (Mystery. 10-13)Horn Book, 08/01/24, Young detective Shenanigan Swift is at it again. In this sequel to The Swifts: A Dictionary of Scoundrels (rev. 1/23), a robbery of a painting at the family home leads our fearless and hilarious hero and her bevy of eccentric relatives to a new mystery and a new location: Paris. It turns out that the Swifts are linked to a French family, the Martinets. The two clans have been at loggerheads, off and on, since the Norman Conquest. The search for the Swifts' stolen painting leads them to become involved in a radical art-heist group whose mission is to steal art and return it to the original owners, a sort of Robin Hood enterprise. The plot is acrobatic in its complications. While the first book goofed around with the conventions of the English country house mystery, this one revels in the tropes of the stylish French "gentleman thief" tradition (think Arsene Lupin) while presenting the opportunity for outrageous wordplay in two languages and surprises aplenty. It keeps readers on their toes as it sparkles with energy, wit, and good humor. (Final art unseen.)
978-1-250-85852-8 Garden Just Beyond Leavitt, Lindsey MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 03/31/25, A family begins a new chapter in the story of their mysterious gardenFourteen-year-old Magnolia "Maggie" Gartner lives on the farm that's been in her family for generations, ever since her tenth-great-grandfather, a Hessian soldier fighting for the British, settled in the New Jersey forests in 1776. He and his wife planted a linden tree that formed the heart of a magical garden. Pragmatic Maggie has meticulously chronicled her family's recipes, anticipating her turn to cook her first dinner. The extraordinary harvests each cook finds in the garden create unique emotional responses among guests. Once shared with friends and townsfolk, the dinners have become a family business, with tickets sold to the wealthy. But when the garden is finally revealed to her, Maggie is devastated to find decay and rot. After all, the garden "showed you what you needed to see. And who you needed to become," so what does this mean for her? Especially since her new friend, Graham Flores, finds the key to the garden gate and discovers the abundance Maggie hoped for. Their destinies are intertwined, it seems. In this page-turning story, Leavitt adroitly balances comedic and poignant elements, classical allusions, and contemporary diversions (like the local cryptid, the Jersey Devil). Convincing journal entries add historical context and character development as German American Maggie and those around her confront the challenges converging on the farm and neighboring town.Richly detailed and imagined; will invite repeat visits to harvest all the delights. (map, family tree)(Fiction. 10-14)ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Maggie has been waiting all of her 14 years for a glimpse of the garden d not the harvest garden just outside of her house, nor the greenhouse a little further on. She wants to see the garden, the locked one that provides her family with the incredible ingredients for their famous home-cooked meals. The perfect produce has magical effects on the mind, and though they used to share their transcendent table with townsfolk, they now reserve spots exclusively for wealthy clientele. An elated Maggie finally gets the go-ahead to make her first meal, but her garden visit is unlike any before, and it sets off a chain reaction that will uncover secrets stretching back generations and upend all of their lives. The spellbinding story expertly mixes magic with mystery, and the eccentric family, zany town traditions, and local folklore are a delight. Neurodivergent characters, including Maggie herself, are a welcome inclusion, and the inventive magic system feels particularly fresh. An incredibly creative consideration of what it takes to make and maintain a community.

9781454948285 GHOST CIRCUS KRESS, ADRIENNE MS
School Library Journal, 01/31/2025
Gr 5–7—One day, Casey finds himself invisible to humans and able to see ghosts. He meets a ghost who only goes by Creepy Girl, and she agrees to help Casey figure out what has him stuck between the lands of the living and the dead. The book's concept is interesting, but the two main characters lack strong personality traits, both only focusing on solving Casey's dilemma. Casey and Creepy Girl mostly argue, waffling between suspicion and trust, and neither has reason to trust the other, besides the plot hinging on it. Two of the most interesting parts of the story are borrowed from the public domain. The Headless Horseman features as a character, and another side character's backstory mirrors that of "The Green Ribbon," a tale popularized in Alvin Schwartz's In a Dark, Dark Room and Other Scary Stories. The artwork occasionally elevates the text, and the backgrounds are intricately detailed, especially the circus, but the spectral midway features are fewer than one might expect. The character designs vary in quality. Creepy Girl has an unsettling but safe design, being mostly normal except for her coal-black orbs for eyes. Casey's is unremarkable and his movements are awkwardly conveyed. A highlight is Creepy Girl's cute sidekick, Polterghost, who provides some comic relief, performing spontaneous feats of ghostliness to keep the plot moving. If readers persevere to the end, they will be rewarded with a deliriously fun and inventive finale. The final page expresses hope for a sequel. VERDICT Readers with an insatiable thirst for creepy stories may enjoy this one, but anyone else should wait to see if the sequel is an improvement.—Chance Lee Joyner Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 06/30/2025
Grades 3-6 - "That Casey can’t remember how he arrived at the Ghost Circus isn’t strange; rather, it’s the fact that he doesn't appear to be dead, yet he's not quite alive. Longtime circus resident Creepy Girl and her adorable, puppylike companion, Polterghost, decide to help Casey discover what happened to him and free him from this in-between state of being. Zhang’s artwork is the star of this show, as it implements an eerie palette of translucent electric blues, greens, and purples for the supernatural elements that contrast with the sturdy, saturated renderings of the living world. The figure of Lady Emerald is especially entrancing, as she performs an ethereal silks act, dangling from lengths of glowing, green fabric. Casey’s search for answers bleeds into a larger quest to understand how the Ghost Circus came to be and why so many souls, including Creepy Girl’s, are tied to it. The questions feel a bit existential at times, slowing the plot, but patient readers will be rewarded with a dazzling explosion of spreads depicting wild acrobatics, chaotic rebellion, and liberating revelations."

978-1-915071-63-7 Giant McQuoid, Judith MS Kirkus Reviews, Two Irish boys growing up near each other but inhabiting entirely different worlds develop a close bondThis fictionalized account of the childhood of C.S. Lewis opens in Belfast in 1908. Twelve-year-old Davy Caruth and Clive "Jacks" Lewis, nearly 10, meet when Davy accompanies Ma to her housekeeping job at the Lewis' grand home. Davy's Da used to work at the shipyard, but with his bad back, he now sells bread from a cart. The family barely scrapes by. Despite their differences, Jacks and Davy bond over a love of reading and escaping into their imaginations; Jacks shares his books with gifted artist Davy, who illustrates his friend's stories. Their lives diverge when Davy, at age 13, goes to work at the hazardous, grueling shipyard. Not long after, Jacks' beloved mother dies, and he's shipped off to a harsh boarding school in England with his brother, Warnie. Sensitive Jacks is miserable, but letters and drawings from Davy lift his spirits. Jacks encourages Davy in his artistic pursuits, which ultimately lead him to take technical drawing classes and get a job designing ships rather than building them. McQuoid uses rich, carefully chosen details to evoke the historical setting. Notably, she compassionately shows the impact of social class constraints and personal hardships on each child without minimizing either of their experiences through simplistic comparisons. The evocative, often poetic, writing will appeal to thoughtful readers.A quietly charming, warmhearted story of enduring friendship. (facts about C.S. Lewis and Ireland, further reading)(Historical fiction. 8-12)ALA Booklist, This unusual historical novel is based on two real-life boys who grew up near the shipyards in Belfast, Northern Ireland, during the early twentieth century. Twelve-year-old Davy, based on the author's grandfather, is a working-class lad whose family has been living in dire poverty since Davy's father injured his back and lost his shipyard job. Leaving school to help support his family, Davy plans to get a job at the shipyard too. However, he first becomes a paid companion for 9-year-old Jacks, whose mother is very ill. Jacks introduces Davy to the world of books and the boys bond over their love of stories. Later, whenever Jacks is in distress, he turns to Davy. Meanwhile, Jacks helps Davy gain confidence in himself and his artistic ability. In portraying the two households and their fundamental differences, McQuoid shows the inequalities and consequences of the era's class system, but young readers, particularly fans of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, may be more intrigued by the fact that Jacks is a character based on a young C. S. Lewis. A well-researched, imaginative, and satisfying narrative
978-1-536-22895-3 Gift of the Broken Teacup: Poems of Mindfulness, Meditation, and MeWolf, Allan MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, The virtuosic Wolf delivers 30 poems exploring self-actualizationIn three sections of roughly equal length, oft-rhyming verse scans impeccably, the better to convey messages of perseverance and self-acceptance. The first section, "Mindfulness," ranges the widest, delving into concepts such as integrity and kindness. A young taekwondo student narrates "I'll Be Back Tomorrow": "My belt slips down around my knees. / I keep forgetting moves I know! / I'm sore and sort of ill at ease. / I'll still be back tomorrow, though!" Several entries begin with a quote or definition. "Inconsequential" sensitively lists examples that belie its dictionary definition, encouraging readers to consider the world through others' eyes. "A breeze inconsequential / keeps a bird aloft in flight. / A cry inconsequential / wakes a mother up at night." The "Meditation" section introduces practical steps ("Close eyes. / Soft sighs. / Sit tall. / That's all") and offers poems about meditating while standing and walking. "The Om Poem" is a delightful introduction to the use of the word: "Anom is a poem / without any words. / It acts as a voice / so the heart can be heard." The "Me" section examines emotional intelligence and the importance of being present, with several entries lauding writing and journal-keeping as tools for self-discovery. Orlando's pictures beautifully complement Wolf's poems, with plenty of animals, playful perspectives, and thoughtfully diverse depictions of children.A terrific exposition of mindfulness, perfectly distilled for curious kids.(Picture book/poetry. 7-10)ALA Booklist, Wolf's thoughtfully crafted poetry collection invites young readers into a space of reflection and mindfulness. Through prose and rhythm, these 30 poems explore profound yet accessible themes, such as integrity, perseverance, empathy, and appreciation for life's small wonders. Each poem encourages children to pause, think, and connect with their emotions in different ways and contexts, fostering self-awareness and resilience in an engaging way. The book serves as a guide for young minds navigating challenges, relationships, and self-discovery, offering wisdom in poetic reflections. Whether contemplating the strength to keep going in difficult times or the beauty of kindness, readers are encouraged to find meaning in both the ordinary and the extraordinary. Complementing the poetry, the illustrations are vibrant and thoughtfully designed, enhancing each poem's theme with depth and childlike wonder. Eye-catching and expressive, the visuals create a soothing yet stimulating reading experience. The Gift of the Broken Teacup is a treasure trove of mindfulness in which readers can find inspiration and cultivate peace within their lives.
9798368755588 Gigi Shin is not a nerd Lee, Lyla MS School Library Journal (April 1, 2024) Gr 3-7-Lee's newest series introduces lively seventh grader Jiyoung "Gigi" Shin. Despite her Korean immigrant parents pushing for STEM success, Gigi's passion lies in art, particularly comics. Learning about the Starscape Young Artists' Program-a prestigious summer camp held next on NYU's campus-is both revelatory and discerning, the latter because of the hefty price tag. Also interested are Gigi's best friends, Latinx video game-maker Carolina and Muslim aspiring picture book creator Zeina, but tuition remains a barrier. Joined by Carolina's friend Emma, a fashion-forward Chinese American, the quartet form the Ace Squad, providing tutoring services. Misunderstandings are plenty-especially over cute-boy Paul-but more so are the resounding successes. Now the girls just need to get in. Tyo's crisply youthful voice adjusts effortlessly, distinguishing tweens and teens, younger brothers, older sisters, parents, and teachers. VERDICT With unfinished business cleverly left for future volumes, audiences will certainly appreciate Tyo's future continuity. © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (March 1, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 13)) Grades 3-7. In the first book in a new series, seventh-grader Gigi Shin hopes to attend Starscape, a prestigious art camp, over the summer. Her parents run a Korean grocery store and can’t afford the tuition cost, but they also don’t think that being an artist is a practical career. They encourage Gigi’s younger brother, though, in his interests in planes and trains. When Gigi and her best friends come up with a way to pay for the camp’s tuition by starting a tutoring service called the Ace Squad, Gigi hides it from her parents, afraid they won’t approve. The tutoring sessions get off the ground and help her raise money for Starscape, but a cute boy causes some snags and tension among the tutors. Similar to the Baby-sitter’s Club series, with a strong representation of Asian American characters, Lee’s story focuses on themes of friendship and teamwork and the academic pressures that immigrant parents can place on their children to excel in math and science versus art. A promising start to a new series.
978-1-368-08185-6 Girl and the Robot Rodriguez, Oz and Ortega, Claribel A. MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, Six months ago, strangers took twelve-year-old Mimi's papi and deported him. Since then, she's had to take over her father's electronics repair business to help her mother pay for a lawyer. Mimi has been so busy working she has not had time to hang out with her friends or focus on her schoolwork, but when her friends encourage her to enter a robotics contest with a $50,000 cash prize, Mimi cannot say no. Further complicating things: a robot crash-lands in the repair shop. Along with helping her father get back home, Mimi now must help the robot find its family while avoiding an overzealous government agent who is looking for the robots and will do anything to find them. Rodriguez and Ortega have created a fast-paced adventure that skillfully weaves in themes of friendship, family, community, and activism. This is an engaging and accessible addition to middle-grade and middle-school science fiction.Kirkus Reviews, Mimi is struggling with the aftermath of the traumatizing deportation of her father when a new friend crosses her pathTwelve-year-old Mimi, who's cued Afro-Latine, lives in Brooklyn with her mami and papi, immigrants from the Dominican Republic, until one terrifying night when men in dark uniforms driving white vans take her father away, and her world collapses. Mimi grows isolated and distant from her mom and three best friends. Like her dad, Mimi knew how to fix broken things-"pretty much anything you could think of Mimi could put back together"-everything except her friendships and family. Joining a school robotics competition drives her to grudgingly team up with her old friends, if only to win the prize money to afford a lawyer and save her dad. But everything is thrown into disarray when colorful lights appear in the night sky, and a creature falls to Earth. Mimi must trust others in order to not only repair her new broken robot friend, but also reunite it with its family and mend her own relationships. In the vein of other classic tales of extraterrestrial encounters, this fresh novel puts a contemporary spin on the story of a child who befriends and rescues an alien, highlighting the plight of refugees, immigrants, and asylum seekers from both nearby and galaxies far away.Fractured friendships and families are repaired with help from new friends from far away.(Science fiction. 9-13)
979-87-656-2869-0 Girl Who Couldn't Lie Sanghani, Radhika MS ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Twelve-year-old Priya Shah has difficulty telling the truth. She doesn't want to upset anyone, and lying spares everyone's feelings, including her own. As a result, Priya's friends assume she has it made when she actually suffers from anxiety stemming from pressure to be perfect as well as her parents' constant fighting and financial problems. The one person with whom Priya felt she could be truthful, her grandmother, passed away last year. When Priya puts on a bangle her grandmother gave her and cannot remove it, she finds she can no longer lie. The bangle forces her to tell everyone in her life the truth: her parents, her best friend, her bully at school, and her crush at gymnastics. Initially, she feels liberated, but telling the truth about everything gets her in trouble. Pryia soon realizes that she must own her feelings and be vulnerable, offering readers a poignant message about being true to themselves. Sanghani's charmed take on radical honesty tackles how damaging family secrets can be and the value of finding your voiceSchool Library Journal, 12/01/24, Gr 4-7, The fiction trope of not being able to lie always produces some awkward situations. This approachable, entertaining read is no exception. Priya Shah is an overachieving ball of stress who never lets her guard down enough to let anyone know how she is feeling: the pressure she feels to excel in gymnastics, the secrets she keeps about her parents arguing, and the sadness she feels about the loss of her grandmother, Ba. Pretending she is fine all the time is exhausting. When she puts on her grandma's bangle, she wakes up the next day and finds she must answer any question truthfully. Her relationship with her two best friends is challenged and blossoms over the course of the story. Priya learns that being vulnerable with people can improve her life and inspire others to do the same. One of the critical lessons explored in the book, "It's okay not to be okay," is a powerful mental health message. VERDICT With the humor and pain that accompanies forced truth-telling, this book explores deeper familial, friendship, self-care, and cultural issues in a fun page-turner. Erin Wyat
978-1-250-29196-7 Good Boy Hirsch, Andy MS ALA Booklist, 04/01/25, Charlie is full of anxiety. At its worst, he gets the overwhelming urge to vomit. Hope that a pet might help calm him down, Charlie's parents surprise him with a rescue dog named Ralph. While the two initially don't quite hit it off, they eventually bond enough that Ralph follows Charlie to school. The ensuing mayhem catches the attention of Ms. Patty in the school office; she runs a dog club that teaches obedience training, and she invites Charlie and Ralph to join. Through Ms. Patty's lessons, Charlie and Ralph's connection grows and they both start to gain some confidence, working toward entering a local agility competition. But will Charlie's anxiety get the better of him and hold them back from success? Hirsch's over-the-top cartoon artwork nicely escalates the silly moments of Charlie's story while still thoughtfully showcasing the impact of his anxiety. This moving story about friendship, anxiety, and the highs and lows of dog ownership is sure to find wide appeal, especially for kids who liked Raina Telgemeier's Guts (2019) and Megan Wagner Lloyd's Allergic (2021)School Library Journal, 04/01/25, Gr 3 Up  Middle school student Charlie Blocher's worries often send him doom-spiraling until he vomits. Thinking a dog might help, his mom brings Ralph home. Charlie loves the idea, but the dog causes more worries: what if his parents decide it's not working out and want to give Ralph back? "We're going to be friends," Charlie determines. Luckily, Ms. Patty from school teaches dog agility training at a local park and invites Charlie and Ralph to come along. In learning to communicate with Ralph, Charlie comes to trust the dog and himself. Ms. Patty even lends Charlie her training notes; as he reads from the notebook, a blue-lined paper version of Ms. Patty appears beside him in the panel. Lively illustrations throughout show Ralph's expressive body language, from a fearful huddle to joyful zoomies, as well as Charlie's "gurgles" and his worries in black thought bubbles with a green background and sometimes a green face as well. Charlie's parents are supportive, but readers may wonder why he doesn't get professional help for his anxiety. Nevertheless, he takes Ms. Patty's lessons to heart, learning to be calm so Ralph can be calm, and to focus on connection rather than competition. He makes friends with other teams at the Bark Park and even passes along his new knowledge of agility to his parents and interested classmates. VERDICT Guts meets PAWS in a graphic novel about anxiety and agility that will be popular in all graphic novel collections. Jenny Arch
978-0-06-334629-1 Gracie Under the Waves Park, Linda Sue MS School Library Journal, 12/01/24, Gr 6 Up Gracie, a middle school girl, has an obsession with snorkeling after going once three years ago and is eager to go again. Gracie works to convince her parents that the family should visit Roatan, Honduras, the second best place to snorkel. The area is not immune to coral reef endangerment, as Gracie quickly discovers. The family visits the Marine Park, meeting founder Ian and his young daughter Alina. This acquaintance allows the family to see and be a part of reef conservation efforts. Meanwhile, Gracie has an infected shin from reef contact and drama with younger brother Ben to work through before enjoying one last snorkeling session before going home. Park vividly describes the underwater world, and the novel's overall vocabulary is excellent. There are several instances of Alina yelling at adults and children over their perceived ignorance of coral reef endangerment: Alina's dad endeavors to channel her rage into calm knowledge sharing. Spanish words are used throughout. Gracie's middle school librarian is described as constantly encouraging students to be activists over reading. Characters present as Latinx or Korean. VERDICT A must-purchase tale of conservation and coming of age for children and adults. Sarah SiegHorn Book, 08/01/24, Gracie Kim loves snorkeling and hopes to persuade her parents to spend spring break in the coastal community of Roatan, Honduras. Her younger brother Ben's unsolicited help keeps introducing wrinkles into her trip-planning. "It would be completely unfair to say that Ben always ruined Gracie's plans. It would, however, be both fair and realistic to say that Ben always had the potential to ruin her plans." The family does make the trip, and Gracie is delighted to be snorkeling on a real reef. She makes friends with local conservationists and learns about how climate change is affecting reefs; when an infection incurred from the reef puts her perfect vacation in jeopardy, she finds a way to cope. But Ben's constant over-enthusiasm and interference get under Gracie's skin until her emotions get the better of her. The conflict is resolved authentically, with both Gracie and her parents learning new ways to manage Ben's behavior (which hints at a neurodivergence such as ADHD), and the book's climax delivers, with genuine but age-appropriate danger and heroism. The environmental and social-justice messages never take the reader out of the story, and Park nails the balance between Gracie's tween self-centeredness and her caring relationships with friends and family.

978-1-536-21945-6 Graciela in the Abyss Medina, Meg and Anna and Elena BalbussoMS
School Library Journal, 04/30/2025
Gr 4–7—Once upon a time, Graciela was an ordinary girl who fell to a tragic death. But her story didn't end there: 100 years later, she awoke on the seafloor as a ghost, becoming part of the ocean's vast ecosystem of spirits. On land, 12-year-old Jorge works for his awful parents in their forge, and he's heard stories of the sea spirits. When he discovers a long-buried, ghost-killing harpoon near the forge and tries to destroy it, he unwittingly reunites the weapon with its wrathful owner. Graciela grudgingly accepts Jorge's help in racing to stop the old sailor from using the harpoon to create chaos and destruction in the worlds of both the living and the dead. Medina is a masterful storyteller, and this novel is no exception. The writing style feels reminiscent of old forms of oral storytelling, and readers might imagine themselves sitting around a fire near the ocean, hearing tales of old. The underwater world is complex and layered, mirroring the dynamics of real civilizations while having its own social rules and eccentricities. Frequent illustrations add to the mysticism and magic of the story. While Jorge and Graciela are fully realized characters with their own growth arcs, readers may find themselves wishing for more complex secondary characters, as they get only a taste of some of their personalities and stories. VERDICT An excellent fit for readers of fantasy and ghost stories, Graciela will make readers feel near the sea, hearing old stories passed around a campfire.—Kristin Brynsvold Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 04/30/2025
Grades 5-9 - "*Starred Review* Graciela Lima was 12 years old when a gust of wind knocked her into the sea, where she sank and slept for 100 years before awakening as a sea spirit. Under the tutelage of a Spirit Guide, Graciela begins to learn the ways of the deep and takes on work as a glazier, grinding broken bottles into beautiful sea glass. On land, in a nearby fishing village, the blacksmith’s son secretly works metal into delicate, whimsical creations. While Jorge Leon’s artistic endeavors suit his gentle disposition, his cruel father and mother don’t approve. Indeed, Jorge is searching the brush for his latest project, which had been thrown out the window by his mother, when he uncovers an old harpoon. Instinctively, he knows this must be the cursed weapon forged by his great-grandfather and once used to kill a sea spirit. Jorge’s attempt to dispose of the harpoon in the harbor coincides with the awakening of the very same drowned souls who killed the sea spirit all those years ago. This full-circle moment binds Graciela and Jorge together in a mission to save the underwater realm. Medina effortlessly builds a magical marine world that feels fished from folklore, and the manner in which each story in the narrative informs the others is beautifully crafted. Rich in compelling characters, complicated emotions, and originality, this epic writ small will dazzle its readers."

978-1-665-97306-9 Great Good Thing Townley, Roderick MS ALA Booklist, 10/07/24, When it comes to fairy tales, it's hard to find much new under the sun. But try this. Princess Sophie lives inside a book called The Great Good Thing with her parents, thieves, a prince, the usual suspects. When the Reader opens the book, the story begins, and Sophie plays her spunky role. Unlike the other characters, however, Sophie has an adventurous spirit that leads her outside the margins of her book. In that other world, she befriends the Reader, a girl named Claire, the granddaughter of the first Reader, who is old and ill. Years later, as Claire is dying, Sophie must find a way to implant herself in Claire's daughter's memory so the characters of the book can survive. Sophie is a dynamic character who stays true to her fairy-tale roots even as she literally pushes the boundaries of her world. Less successful are the human characters; it seems their role is to show the impermanence of the temporal world, not a natural topic for kids. What's most interesting here is the concept. Townley sets a difficult task for himself. He must maintain the integrity of the storybook world--lights must go on when the book covers close, and one-dimensional characters must still show some life--and at the same time, integrate the storybook characters into the real world. He mostly succeeds, but even when he doesn't, it's fun to watch him try.Horn Book, 10/07/24, Sylvie, a princess in a storybook, escapes from the margins of her pages and enters the dreams of one of the book's readers, a girl named Claire. A generation later, Sylvie crosses into the dreams of Claire's daughter Lily and inspires the young woman to write. This cleverly inventive novel contains some underdeveloped scenes but comes to a thoughtful and touching conclusion.

9781678202569 Greek Mythology Goddesses Maccarald, Clara MS
Booklist, 04/30/2022
Grades 6-9 - "The books in The World of Greek Mythology series (5 titles) dig deep into classic tales and the famous figures therein. Each book begins with a handy “At a Glance” section that lists the topics and themes that will be covered. Four chapters follow, giving an overview of the book’s topic, a selection of stories or figures from mythology, and a look at how Greek mythology has impacted human culture. Goddesses divides these powerful women into three categories—""Female Olympians” (Hera, Athena), “Titanesses” (Rhea, Metis), and “Minor Goddesses” (Fates and Furies). Greek mythology is perennially popular, and these introductions are perfect for readers daunted by denser books and those whose first language isn’t English. With well-crafted and clear text, source notes, and research tips, this series will appeal to fans of mythological tales and those doing research."

School Library Journal, 03/31/2022
Gr 7 Up—This series covers the usual territory concerning Greek mythology. Each book begins with a bulleted list of key points discussed in the text. The language is easy to read and written in short sentences surrounded by white space. Captioned images of statues, artwork, and antiquities accompany the text. Text boxes provide more detail about topics like the origin of the sphinx and traveling to the underworld. A glossary, source notes, index, and further research section are included. VERDICT There is nothing new in this series; only purchase if you are lacking Greek mythology books for reluctant readers. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

9781678202606 Greek Mythology Monsters Maccarald, Clara MS
Booklist, 04/30/2022
Grades 6-9 - "The books in The World of Greek Mythology series (5 titles) dig deep into classic tales and the famous figures therein. Each book begins with a handy “At a Glance” section that lists the topics and themes that will be covered. Four chapters follow, giving an overview of the book’s topic, a selection of stories or figures from mythology, and a look at how Greek mythology has impacted human culture. Monsters presents creepy mythological creatures, which ancient Greeks believed came from the disorder of early creation, and classic battles of good and evil. Greek mythology is perennially popular, and these introductions are perfect for readers daunted by denser books and those whose first language isn’t English. With well-crafted and clear text, source notes, and research tips, this series will appeal to fans of mythological tales and those doing research."

School Library Journal, 03/31/2022
Gr 7 Up—This series covers the usual territory concerning Greek mythology. Each book begins with a bulleted list of key points discussed in the text. The language is easy to read and written in short sentences surrounded by white space. Captioned images of statues, artwork, and antiquities accompany the text. Text boxes provide more detail about topics like the origin of the sphinx and traveling to the underworld. A glossary, source notes, index, and further research section are included. VERDICT There is nothing new in this series; only purchase if you are lacking Greek mythology books for reluctant readers. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

978-1-665-95057-2 Green Promises: Girls Who Loved the Earth Atkins, Jeannine MS ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, Three girls' lives and love of science and nature intersect in this historical novel in verse that spans nearly 70 years. Alternating chapters take readers into the childhood lives and coming-of-age of Mary Agnes Chase (grass expert), Marguerite Thomas Williams (geologist), and Sophie Mack Lutterlough (researcher at the Smithsonian Institute) to create portraits of these women who would pave the way for other women in the natural sciences. Though the story's pacing sometimes lags, the switches between perspectives allow it to move smoothly from the more engaging childhood chapters through their young adult and adult years. While the stories offer readers new histories to unpack and new role models to discover, the reader appeal varies between each narration and will require a reader to work a bit harder than many novels in verse traditionally might. Astute and a bit esoteric at times, the strength of this triple biography in verse is in what it offers for the shelves new look at underappreciated women of science, a topic that Atkins is deeply committed to. Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A biographical verse novel about women born decades apart who followed their passions to become pioneers in their respective scientific fieldsIrish American Mary Agnes discovered her love for drawing and observing patches of nature around her late-19th-century Chicago home as a child. She dreamed of studying botany but left school after eighth grade, working as a newspaper proofreader to help her struggling family. For years she did illustrations on the side, eventually becoming a botanical illustrator at the Smithsonian Institution and, later, a senior botanist. In early-20th-century Washington, D.C., young Marguerite studied the rocks and soil along the Anacostia River. She was torn between her burgeoning dream of being a teacher and the need to help her family financially. As a Black girl, Marguerite struggled to allow herself to admit her ambitions, but, surrounded by trailblazing Black women, she persevered, ultimately chairing the geography department at Miner Teachers College and becoming the first African American person to earn a PhD in geology. This story, rich in historical details, is a love letter to the power of individuals to bring about change and uplift others. Atkins deftly brings Mary Agnes Chase's and Marguerite Thomas Williams' environments and scientific pursuits to life through language that's alternately poetic and direct, making the decades of history she covers both thought-provoking and accessible to young readers.An inspiring account of women who pursued scientific excellence and opened doors for others. (author's note, timelines, character notes)(Verse historical fiction. 10-14)
978-0-374-39217-8 Greta Lemon, J. S. MS ALA Booklist, 10/31/24, Starting middle school, moving into a new house, dealing with body changes, and experiencing inappropriate interpersonal behavior eta's life is certainly in a state of flux, and she's feeling all the feels. Written in a comic, quick, contemporary style, this combines common themes of growing up and the inherent stresses of adolescence with a fantasy element that begs the questions, is there a different way to grow up, and can you choose to literally be perfectly in your own skin? Throughout this original coming-of-age tale, debut author Lemon leaves breadcrumbs for readers to gather about what sort of transformation Greta will ultimately undergo, as her skin begins to take on different hues and textures and she deals with issues surrounding self-acceptance and acceptance by others. In the end, Greta becomes her true self and those who love her recognize her "Greta-ness" in her updated form. Using humor and a leap of fantastical faith, while sparely and sensitively exploring complex experiences (including a troubling incident concerning consent), Greta's story will appeal to readers experiencing their own times of transition.Horn Book, 08/01/24, Greta Goodwin is starting seventh grade amidst change. Her family is moving out of her childhood home, puberty is starting to rear its confusing head, and she has her first crush on classmate Derek. Luckily, some things remain the same, like her annoying little brother and her relationship with her best friend, Lotti. When Derek's flirtatious advances at a party turn assaultive, Greta's world begins to shift -- and so does the plot, which takes an unexpected turn into something more fantastical. As Greta grapples internally with her assault, her body begins to take on new color and shape. In a particularly science fiction-esque scene, she wakes from a dream to find a translucent, filmy skin peeling off her body. Though unclear to the book's characters at the time, readers will surmise that she is metamorphosing into something insect-like. While classmates tease her for her strange new appearance, Greta has never felt more beautiful: her transformation allows her to feel strong and protected from manmade harm. "For the first time since I was little, my body was something I felt good in; I wasn't wishing it was different." Greta's sarcasm and wit throughout, combined with her beautiful friendship with Lotti, bring a necessary balance to a challenging story. In the end, Greta has fully, satisfyingly transformed into a winged creature; untouchable and free.
9781532140785 Groot: 2 Loveness, Jeff MS series book 2 missing from my collection

9781678202385 Guide to Greek Mythology Nardo, Don MS non-fiction
Kirkus Review, 12/31/2021
An overview of ancient Greek gods, heroes, monsters, and storytellers. Distilling a set of alphabetically arranged rosters sprinkled with paraphrased exploits into an accessible overview, Nardo offers a general picture of the classical era’s teeming mythical storyscape—Heracles’ labors are cut to two, for example; Charybdis earns a nod but not Scylla; and though Odysseus’ faithful old dog, Argus, gets a full entry, his wife, Penelope, rates nary a mention. The author’s observations about how these myths have enduring value as “universal comments on the human condition” are well taken (though calling them “somewhat equivalent to the tales in the biblical Old Testament” may ruffle a few feathers). So is a rare chapter on specific ancient literary sources from Homer (treated as a single historical author) and Hesiod to Pseudo-Apollodorus. Aside from a reference to the “strange coupling” of a bull with King Minos’ wife, Pasiphae, that resulted in the Minotaur, the originals’ abundant sexual and romantic exploits are largely left between the lines. Considering the preponderance of strong female figures that, unlike Penelope and Ariadne, do make the cut, a claim that most of the women in this mythological tradition were presented as “subservient and largely powerless” may confuse readers. Text boxes scattered throughout introduce the Greek roots of a number of English words. A simplified account for reluctant readers; richer pickings exist. (map, image credits, source notes, Greek and Roman mythology guide, further research, index) (Nonfiction. 12-16)Dewey 398.2093Gr / IL 6-12

9780451479754 Hero's Guide to Summer Vacation Cartaya, Pablo MS
School Library Journal, 04/30/2025
Gr 6 Up—In this exploration of grief, generational impact, and healing, readers will find a book they can't put down. Gonzalo Alberto Sánchez García is spending summer vacation with his estranged grandfather, author of a popular juvenile fantasy series. The next book in the series is launching, and the pair are supposed to fly cross-country for a book tour. Grandfather Alberto has other plans and friends to see, so they road-trip instead. Along the way, the two bond as Alberto shares snippets of his life and the dangers of his childhood in Cuba. Alberto softens towards Gonzalo and helps his grandson explore his grief. Gonzalo is struggling with the death of his scientist father; he is also distressed because he isn't scientifically inclined and feels like he's carrying the weight of saving the world by lowering carbon emissions. Alberto still grieves his parents and wife. Gonzalo's mom Veronica joins them, and like a geyser, the pressure builds until the three travelers erupt and must deal with the unacknowledged grief, pain, and anger among them. Conversations frequently include Spanish, and context clues assist those who don't read the Spanish. While there are loose ends, the book ends on hopeful notes. VERDICT Purchase where more books on processing grief are needed.—Sarah Sieg Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 03/31/2025
Grades 4-6 - "*Starred Review* Cartaya weaves humor, heartbreak, and a host of literary tropes and techniques into this complex tale of three grieving road trippers. Having gone into serious decline since the death of his father, 13-year-old Gonzalo reluctantly agrees to accompany his grumpy, widowed abuelo—a Cuban-born immigrant who is about to publish the seventh and last volume of his phenomenally popular fantasy series—on an impulsive cross-country drive to Miami for the release party. As they make stops along the way (some potentially life-changing), the trip becomes increasingly less anonymous, and Gonzalo learns much about his reclusive grandfather’s family and past. They are joined partway through by Gonzalo’s mom, the supercharged CEO of the series’ marketing empire, and the three make a colorful set of, in turn, antagonists, allies, and wise advisers as each wrestles with feelings of loss and personal issues on the way to reconciliation and a buoyant finish. Meanwhile, until he’s firmly banished by his teenage protagonist, the author himself repeatedly breaks in with seemingly guileless reflections about foreshadowing, cliff- hangers, unreliable narrators, POV changes, and the power of stories, which will not only sneakily entice readers into analytical frames of mind but may well leave them thinking about how what characters experience and discover in books can reflect what’s happening in their own lives."

9781547616060 Holding on For Dear Life Bowling, Dusti MS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2025
Gr 4 Up—Thirteen-year-old Canyon wants the world to know he is a Cress, a boy who will carry on his father's bull-riding legacy. Desperate for his dad's attention, Canyon endures one injury after another to prove his worth. At home, grappling with his mother's death, Canyon tries to pick up for his alcoholic dad's slack, especially when it comes to taking care of his younger sister Josie. Josie loves Canyon's other talent—playing the fiddle like their late mother. When Canyon encounters an opportunity to pursue this gentler outlet, he is torn between listening to his heart and clinging to a bond with his father. Bowling deals with heavy topics deftly in this novel, including a subtle exploration of sexism and class. All characters are cued white. While the pacing lags in places, and the secondary characters deserve more depth, this story of chasing impossible dreams will likely resonate with many readers. VERDICT Hand to fans of unconventional sports stories. Recommended for purchase where Bowling's other works circulate well.—Monisha Blair Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2025)
A 13-year-old bull rider unpacks masculinity, self-inflicted expectations, and finding one’s purpose. Canyon Cress wants to win the Junior Bull Riding World Championship to impress his longtime rodeo friends, Dakota and Tate, garner a life-changing $10,000, and (he believes) return his alcoholic father to the great man he was before Canyon’s mother died in an accident. In the meantime, Canyon watches over little sister Josie and resents the trappings of their low-income life, including a torn-up couch, mac and cheese dinners, and free school lunches. He finds much-needed adult support from Grandma, Uncle Ty, and bullfighter Ray, all of whom worry each time Canyon climbs onto a bull. Canyon wrestles with living up to his father’s legacy as an accomplished bull rider and with the “cowboy up” mindset that means never quitting. Canyon’s mother was a gifted fiddler, and his own regular playing brings him the healing, calming power of music—and, perhaps, a concussion-free alternative to his favorite sport. The story cites real-world fiddle songs and rodeo champions, lending credibility and immersive authenticity to Canyon’s interests. Early emotional beats pay off in big, earned tearjerker moments by the end, and secondary characters’ backstories develop in a satisfying way over the course of this story, which will hold appeal for fans of Gary D. Schmidt’s Orbiting Jupiter and Jupiter Rising. Most characters are coded white, and Ray is Black. An empowering story about boys and men learning to reinvent themselves in the wake of pain and tragedy. (Fiction. 8-13)

978-1-665-97187-4 House at the Edge of Magic Sparkes, Amy MS ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Nine is a talented pickpocket, but her recent lack of success has left her with dwindling credibility and the threat of expulsion from her gang. Nine thinks she has improved her standings when she snatches something from a well-dressed woman, but it's merely an ornament-sized house. Disappointed, she idly prods the tiny door knocker d that's when everything changes. The miniature house grows into a much bigger building inhabited by unusual residents, including a hopscotching wizard and a kilt-clad sentient spoon. A curse has them trapped within the confines of their quirky quarters, and it's up to Nine to find a way to free her new acquaintances. The wonderfully weird series opener is bursting with wacky details and cheeky humor, but there's plenty of action and elaborate world building to go along with the whimsy. Nine makes for a prickly yet compassionate protagonist who's easy to root for, and a quick pace and shorter length make it ideal for an intermediate audience. An enchanting reminder that friendship and magic can be found in the most unexpected of placesSchool Library Journal, 06/01/25, Gr 3-6 Sparkes creates a whimsical tale of magic and home. Orphan girl Nine's life as a petty thief is disrupted when she steals a tiny house ornament from a woman at the marketplace. Upon knocking on the door, she is whisked inside the strange and wonderful house, filled with kooky characters and unexpected nooks and crannies. The occupants are under a curse and enlist the begrudging Nine into helping set them free. Readers will be kept on the tips of their toes as they explore the house with Nine, a place where metaphor becomes reality and bizarre events are routine. While there isn't any defining theme within the magic construction to bring structure, Sparkes leans into the randomness to create an unpredictable and colorful world. The setting within the magical house is detailed, but Nine's world outside and the characterizing parts of her past are left bare. This leaves room for Nine to evolve and create a new life with her friends. VERDICT Those who love puns and magic filled with quirks and idiosyncrasies will enjoy Nine's journey as the reluctant hero of this extraordinary house. Sarah Braun
978-0-06-315815-3 How It All Ends Hunsinger, Emma MS Kirkus Reviews, 03/04/25, An anxious, academically gifted student jumps from seventh grade to freshman year of high school.Thirteen-year-old Tara, who loves to daydream about having adventures, is selected for an accelerated program in which she'll skip a grade. Instead of attending the eighth grade dance and going on the class trip to Six Flags, she must instead navigate the intimidating new world of high school. Despite some guidance from her older sister, Isla, Tara can't help but imagine nightmare scenarios, like being publicly humiliated or getting lost in a never-ending hallway. In reality, high school has its pros (pizza in the cafeteria every day) and cons (a group of rowdy boys in English class). When Tara is partnered with classmate Libby for a project, she finds a new favorite part of school in her new crush. Debut author/illustrator Hunsinger's distinctive style, with its loosely drawn, thin black outlines, is reminiscent of doodles in the margins of student notebooks and perfectly suits the subject matter. The absence of panels reflects the chaos of this major life transition, and the limited color palette differentiates between teal-tinted reality and red-and-pink fantasy, with pops of yellow throughout. Tara's voice rings true, and readers will find much to relate to in her various social and emotional struggles. Frequent moments of humor create a lighthearted tone despite Tara's overall angst. Tara reads white; there's racial diversity among the supporting cast.A slice of life that's as imaginative as its protagonist. (Graphic fiction. 10-14)School Library Journal Starred Review, 08/01/24, Gr 4-9 Tara wasn't supposed to be in ninth grade. She had one more glorious year of middle school left, where life was simple. When she finds out that her academic performance landed her in high school a year early, she fears that she is too much of a "baby" to survive. Tara may be book smart, but she doesn't feel mature enough for the PE, dress code, and overall freedom given to high school students. She still enjoys playing make-believe with her little brother and feels more comfortable in her imaginary world than in the real one. That is, until she meets Libby. Is she a best friend? Is she something more? Suddenly high school doesn't seem so bad. This story perfectly captures the sweetness of a first crush during the confusing and overwhelming early teenage years. Tara grapples with her identity and learns to walk the fine line between trying to impress others and being true to herself. Readers will not only identify with Tara but also with her cool, alternative older sister Isla and her nerdy-turned-heartthrob best friend Jessup. The art depicting Tara's real world is drawn in cool blues, while her imaginary world is depicted in bright reds. Yellow appears in both, visually connecting the two. VERDICT Those familiar with Hunsinger's moving New Yorker comic story "How to Draw a Horse" will be thrilled with this beautiful, heartfelt, longer work. A must-have for any library serving middle and high school students. Amy Ribakove
978-1-7748-8312-9 How to Talk to Your Succulent Persico, Zoe MS ALA Booklist, After Adara's mother passes away, nothing makes sense anymore. Her dad shuts down every time Adara tries to talk to him but still won't let her anywhere out of his sight, afraid that he will lose her. To make matters worse, he moves them from sunny California to mid-winter Michigan. Despite all this, bits of warmth sneak through the thorny vines of Adara's sadness: her lively grandmother, eccentric neighbor Winnie, and the discovery that she can speak to plants distract her from the pain she feels about her parents. With the help of her new friends, both human and leafy, will Adara learn to grow where she is planted? Persico's debut graphic novel is a touching tale, particular for middle-graders experiencing grief and loss. Persico's breathtaking artwork distinguishes this from other works tackling similar subjects ery page blushes with luscious color, enveloping readers in light. Like Boehman and Briner's Dear Rosie (2023), Persico's moving story uses the natural world to speak to young grief in a way that transcends words. Readers of all ages will walk away from this book feeling a bit sunnierKirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Freshly grieving the death of her mother, 11-year-old Adara finds herself transplanted from California to her father's Michigan hometownWorse, Dad keeps going quiet instead of talking about their shared loss. All Adara wants is to "feel normal again," but she doesn't know how to even begin talking about the intensity of her feelings. What she has is Grandma, Mom's many plants, and a tentative, blossoming new friendship. One day, a Perle von Nurnberg, a variety of purple succulent that was special to her mother, suddenly comes alive and talks to her. That's when she discovers the real reason Mom was called the "plant whisperer"-and that she, too, has a special, wild power. But like her beloved Perle, Adara needs care and attention. Poignant moments are embedded throughout this graphic novel, as when Adara suddenly finds herself grief-stricken when she has to introduce herself to a class of staring students in her new school. Precious scenes include ones in which she cooks with her grandmother, forging a deeper connection with her. Although the luminous illustrations are a delight, the fantastical plants sometimes feel too cute and young for the story's overall tone and audience. This lightly magical exploration of grief will appeal to fans ofEventown by Corey Ann Haydu andSavi and the Memory Keeper by Bijal Vachharajani. Adara presents biracial, her father reads white, and her mother had brown skin.A touching story rooted in grief and healing. (author's note, photos, succulent information, sketches)(Graphic fiction. 8-12)
978-0-8234-5848-6 How to Tell a True Story Springstubb, Tricia MS ALA Booklist, 04/01/25, Seventh-grader Amber is saved from a house fire by her heroic older brother, Gage, who sustains an injury from the blaze. Her family loses everything and moves in with her aunt and uncle, whose house is already crowded with two sets of twins and sundry animals. Her dad, meanwhile, moves into a different house, as her parents continue to drift apart into possible separation. At the same time, Gage becomes the talk of the town, and a fundraiser for the family is started at school, raising thousands. The family is rebuilding until the actual start of the fire is revealed, and everything begins to fall apart. Again. Told in very short chapters, primarily from Amber's perspective, the family and friend relationships all read realistically, and clues to the unexpected twist are skillfully distributed throughout. In a way, the plot evokes the musical and subsequent YA novel Dear Evan Hansen. Late middle-school and early high-school readers will devour this quickly and, possibly, learn something about the value of telling the truth.Horn Book, 04/01/25, From the opening chapter, Springstubb (Looking for True, rev. 11/22) creates a sense of unease by deftly foreshadowing an impending disaster. And so it happens: the Prices' home burns to the ground. During the fire, seventh grader Amber is trapped in the attic; her older brother, Gage, heroically rescues her, and although the Prices lose their house and their possessions, they survive. Sort of. Amber, her mother, and younger sister move in with Amber's maternal aunt while Gage and their father rent an apartment, making Amber realize that her parents' fighting may well be leading to divorce. Amber, who considers herself as nondescript and amorphous as an amoeba, returns to school, suddenly the center of attention and the darling of the popular kids, putting her sometimes at odds with her previous besties but allowing her longtime crush to notice her. To complicate matters, her classmates instigate a fundraiser, the Price of Kindness, to help the family, a gesture her proud father wants to reject. And Gage becomes more and more withdrawn and noncommunicative. Short chapters allow readers to contemplate each action and reaction as information surfaces about the cause of the fire. Amber struggles with obligations to the family, relationships with friends and classmates, and her own sense of self. From middle-school angst to big moral questions, this fast-moving story covers much territory without crowding the narrative.
978-1-338-89182-9 I Survived the Dust Bowl, 1935 Tarshis, Lauren MS School Library Journal, 10/01/25, The best-selling "I Survived" series chronicles its 25th historical ordeal in this milestone publication. Ray and his best friend Dolly are tweens growing up in Windy Plains, Texas, during the Great Depression. Tarshis gently introduces readers to the poverty, food scarcity, disease, and extreme weather of the Dust Bowl while maintaining an overall positive tone and ending on a very hopeful note. Though Ray and Dolly's families are both negatively impacted by their circumstances, strong relationships with their families and community see them through. A harrowing opening scene featuring Black Sunday, one of the worst dust storms in history, sparks tension but then fizzles when it is resolved quickly and with little drama. Back matter includes information about the author's research process as well as additional facts about the time. Occasional photorealistic illustrations support the text. All characters are cued white. VERDICT An adequate but unexceptional addition to the series; recommended only for libraries where these books are in very high demand.Continuation of Series
9784805315538 I'M LEARNING JAPANESE!: LEARN TO SPEAK, READ, AND WRITE THE BASICSGALAN, CHRISTIAN ES/MS Non-Fiction No Reviews Pulisher: Grades 4-7
978-0-593-81088-0 Immense World (Young Readers Edition): How Animals Sense Earth's Amazing SecretsAnderson, AnnMarie and Yong, Ed MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 05/29/25, Starred Review Pulitzer Prize winning science journalist Yong brings his acclaimed best-seller to young readers. With a focus on sensory biology, the vibrantly illustrated narrative opens with the zoology concept of umwelt, the "sensory bubble" or surroundings an animal can sense or experience. In the author's adept, conversational style, the topic becomes accessible and enjoyable. Relating his own interactions with the work of scientists and researchers from around the world, Yong not only explains how animal senses work but also how their senses are tied to their survival needs. The breadth of animals and their anatomy and abilities om bees that view the nectar centers of flowers through ultraviolet light patterns to catfish with taste buds spread all over their scale-free skin impressive. Yong also expands the notion of senses to consider how animals perceive pain, temperature, contact and flow, surface vibrations, echoes, and electric and magnetic fields. The chapter on pain is particularly notable for its attention to ethics in pain research. Brief, intermittent field studies from Yong's own travels, such as studying how a manatee's whiskers help it sense the flow of water around it, add more details to each section. Concluding chapters on how senses work together and how human interaction threatens animals' sensory abilities further encourage readers to think about senses and animals in new waysStarred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 05/29/25, A fascinating and accessible exploration of how animals experience the world, adapted for young readers from his bestselling adult original by Pulitzer Prize winning author Yong Even when creatures share the same sense, such as sight or sound, the Umwelt, or "sensory bubble," they live in may be very different. For instance, where a human hears only silence, another creature may detect sound. Some creatures can see colors in what appears to others to be darkness. Readers may decide that the broad range of how animals sense the same inputs is just as intriguing as the why. Through exploring a variety of types of senses-smell, taste, vision, color, pain, heat, touch, vibration, hearing, echolocation, and electric and magnetic field detection-this book does a bang-up job of giving readers a front-row seat to animal experiences. Well-defined vocabulary appears in "words to remember" sections at the end of chapters, and insights from experts are incorporated throughout. Mills' gorgeous illustrations, both color and black-and-white, are original to this edition and enhance the appeal and accessibility of the content. Yong reminds readers that reducing sensory pollution by protecting animals' natural sensory environments-darkness and quiet, especially-is crucial to their well-being and that learning more about animals will help us behave more empathetically.An insightful and informative look at the animal kingdom with high appeal for lovers of nature and science. (author's note, photo credits, index)(Nonfiction. 10-14)
978-1-665-96866-9 Incorruptibles Magaziner, Lauren MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, A hundred years in the future, an orphaned tailor's apprentice joins the resistance to fight sorcerers who wield unchecked power over the former United StatesFiora's parents were killed by sorcerers, but she doesn't believe that the resistance group known as the Incorruptibles are real until she meets one of them in person. After a fight against the Radiance, the "nameless, faceless group" that rules over the sorcerers, Captain Quinn whisks Fiora and her uncle Randal to safety, but Fiora begs to join Inc Academy and earns a place on a trial basis-until the results of her background check come in-to mixed reactions from her new squad, the Thistles. When problems begin plaguing the Incs, Fiora promises herself that she'll find the spy in their midst. Readers will wonder, as Fiora does, who she can trust, even as she builds relationships with the other Thistles, and her understanding of the world becomes more nuanced as she questions long-held ideas. The sorcerers and Incs ultimately clash in a high-intensity, fast-paced action battle that forces Fiora into making a big decision and sets up for the sequel. Immersive worldbuilding, strong characters, and excellent pacing make for a breathless series opener with a big scope. Curly-haired Fiora is "tall and plump," is attracted to girls, and has Jewish heritage. Other characters are diverse in skin tone, ability, sexuality, and gender identity.A lightning blast of a futuristic fantasy.(Fantasy. 10-14)School Library Journal, 06/01/25, Gr 5 Up A magic school fantasy with strong themes of belonging and found family. Thirteen-year-old Fiora hates any bully, and the sorcerers who rule Barrowburgh are the biggest bullies of them all. Fiora confronts two of the Radiance, the most powerful sorcerers in the realm, and has to be rescued by Incorruptibles, the rebel fighters resisting sorcerer rule. Fiora convinces them to take her to Inc Academy, the Incorruptibles' training school, is put on the Thistle squad on a trial basis, and spends her trial period trying to prove she belongs at the school. While she is attending, missions are constantly sabotaged, and Fiora figures she can land a permanent spot on the squad if she can find the infiltrator. Fiora becomes a Thistle through sheer grit, and readers will need the same grit to get through the book. The Incorruptibles are always one step behind the sorcerers and Fiora's higgledy-piggledy attempts at uncovering the spy are ineffective with such a large cast of characters. Fiora's desire to belong to a found family is relatable, but her relationships progress in fits and starts, and the plot feels more impulsive than deliberate. Queer representation is prominent in this book. Fiora is attracted to girls, Captain June and squadmate Leo are trans, and Ringer, one of the Radiance sorcerers, is gender fluid. VERDICT A chaotic start to a new middle grade fantasy series. Maria Martin

9781984836755 Incredibly Human Henson Blayze Barnes, Derrick MS
Booklist, 07/31/2025
Grades 6-9 - "Henson Blayze, football phenom, is preparing for his first game on the high-school varsity football team, despite only being in eighth grade himself. But when Henson finds out his friend has been beaten by police during the game, he decides to leave at halftime—to the great displeasure of the predominantly white crowd. Denied the entertainment they expected, the town quickly goes from treating Henson as a local hero to subjecting him to acts of racism. The idea of the Black male as entertainment and being seen as belonging to white people is at the forefront of the book, which Barnes speaks to in his preface. Barnes also harnesses conventions of tall tales, sprinkling exaggerated accounts of town history through the main story and casting Henson as a new African American folk hero, whose prowess on the football field is almost supernatural. Intense mentions of racist language, actions, and police brutality will make this a difficult read for many, and younger readers might benefit from a guided discussion to grasp Barnes’ elevated social commentary. A unique, powerful tale."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 06/30/2025
A crisis forces a talented young football player to consider what he values most. Henson Blayze, an African American 13-year-old, is looking forward to football season—he’ll be joining the high school team despite still being in eighth grade. The entire town of Great Mountain, Mississippi, which is mostly white, is excited about Henson’s bringing them a championship win. Henson’s fifth grader friend, Menkah Jupiter, who’s like a little brother, is eager to see his idol in action. Townspeople make T-shirts and signs supporting their “Great Mountain Messiah.” At school, teachers and students fawn over Henson, offering him special favors, while his friend Flowell Bridges, a “hive of magnetic personality,” regales all who will listen with stories of Henson’s heroics. But Henson’s vineyard owner father is less enthusiastic—sports have “never been of grave importance” to him—and Henson’s longtime crush, Freida St. Louis, is more interested in social causes. The local news covers their first game—and Henson is outstanding from the beginning. But at halftime he learns that state troopers have badly beaten up Menkah, who’s been hospitalized, and he chooses to leave the game. Adulation quickly turns to fury when it becomes clear that Henson places justice above entertaining the town. Barnes has masterfully crafted a story that’s grounded in history and has fantastical elements woven into it. Henson is an irresistible lead surrounded by a strong supporting cast, and his story sheds light on the reality of racial dynamics. Bold, extraordinary storytelling: not to be missed. (author’s note) (Fiction. 10-14)

978-1-536-20606-7 Incredibly Penelope Myracle, Lauren MS Kirkus Reviews, The latest from bestseller Myracle is a story of family, second chances, and being the self you want to beNine-year-old Penelope Goodheart has traveled the world with her single mother, Rose, and her godmother, Queenie Bee, a reality TV star. When her eyes are opened to the unfairness in how the "yummy goodness of the world" is distributed, Penelope decides she wants to start a school for children of all backgrounds, regardless of their ability to pay. But first, she'll need to fulfill her dream of attending a real school-and Idlewild Academy for Girls, near her mother's hometown of Savannah, Georgia, fits the bill. There, green-eyed Penelope, who has dark, curly hair, finds potential friends and frenemies among her racially diverse classmates. When Queenie and Rose go missing near Bora Bora, leaving Penelope "an orphan of the state," holding on to her true self becomes the key to her survival. After her mother's long-held secret is revealed, readers see the consequences of some decisions adults have made. The omniscient third-person narration uses child-friendly language, and the sprinkling of clues will have savvy readers feeling one step ahead of the characters in solving the mystery of Penelope's family. Strong descriptions of natural beauty enhance the sense of place.An accessible exploration of belonging and acceptance with a well-developed setting.(Fiction. 8-12)School Library Journal, 08/01/25, Gr 4-6 A charming riches-to-rags-to-true-riches tale that encourages young readers to consider what being wealthy means. Penelope, 11, who is loved beyond measure and can "see rainbows everywhere," has the wealth and life many kids dream of. Her godmother is a celebrity which allows her to travel around the world enjoying amazing adventures. But the one thing she wants most is something her lavish lifestyle cannot provide: to attend school and make real friends. With a bit of help from her godmother, she gets her wish and is enrolled at Idlewild Academy for Girls. But what happens when she loses everything that truly matters to her? Readers will enjoy Penelope's perspective, from her Pollyanna-like outlook to her witty wisdom. Her ability to find the good in each moment feels sincere, even as she faces off with a sinister (yet comically inept) headmistress. Fans of wordplay and the antics of characters like Amelia Bedelia and Pippi Longstocking will find a friend in Penelope. Myracle's writing keeps readers engaged in the plot with clever word choice and breaking the fourth wall. There is discussion of loss of a parent as well as abuse in the forms of neglect and verbal, which could be triggering for some readers. VERDICT A great read and intended take on A Little Princess that pushes readers to think about who they are, with or without all the riches life offers. Jennifer Seebauer
978-1-536-22972-1 Innovative Octopuses, Half-Brained Birds, and More Animals with Magnificent MindsCouch, Christina MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Starred Review At first glance, this offering might seem to be a simple overview of the comparative cognitive abilities of various animals. In reality, this is an inviting and accessible introduction to neuroscience and brain function. There are six chapters, each dedicated to one type of critter. Interviews with researchers and animal handlers, as well as profiles of individual animals, effectively demonstrate various aspects of intelligence, incorporating multiple examples and kid-friendly facts (herrings communicate through farts). For instance, octopuses provide good examples of how neurons, dendrites, and transmitters work together, while parrots effectively model how different parts of the brain (the hippocampus, amygdala, and thalamus) evoke different responses to stimuli. Other examples include squirrels (amazing memory), birds (sleep patterns), whales (communication), and tortoises (longevity). Ample additional wildlife observations provide measured analysis on topics such as astrobiology, PTSD, sense and perceptions, DNA research, gene therapy, and right- and left-brained animals and humans (scientists who moonlight as DJs or high-flying circus performers). Pages are filled with full-color photos and illustrations, with multiple highlighted information bubbles and sidebars. Each chapter ends with engaging activities, and the back matter is noticeably rich, supporting additional inquiry. This is an especially appealing addition to STEM collections.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/31/24, Insights into how our brains resemble, and are different from, those of other animalsWith this lively overview of the animal kingdom's "most extraordinary organ," Couch delivers lucid descriptions of how humans and other creatures perceive the world, interact with their bodies, sleep, learn, remember, and communicate. Punctuating her narrative with comments from a large and racially diverse group of brain scientists and other workers, she visits research sites ranging from an outdoor squirrel lab to a trauma center where people with PTSD form mutually beneficial relationships with abused birds. She explores natural mysteries, such as an apparently immortal jellyfish and another species that sleeps even though it has no brain. The author expands her focus with profiles of a DNA researcher studying the remains of victims of the slave trade on St. Helena and an entomologist whose passion for roller derby has helped her become a better scientist, among others. As if all this isn't stimulating enough, Couch also provides instructions for keeping a dream journal, testing short-term memory, and tackling other brain-related projects for hands-on readers before closing with a substantial bibliography, source notes, and further reading. Duncan includes anatomical cutaways, charts, and cartoon spot art featuring a diverse cast of young enquirers into the already generous mix of animal photos and portraits.Widely angled and unfailingly intriguing. (index)(Nonfiction. 10-13)
978-0-593-81092-7 It's All or Nothing, Vale Arango, Andrea Beatriz MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 05/29/25, Starred Review After a car accident leaves Vale in physical therapy, a lot of pain, and emotional turmoil, the young Latina girl must decide if it's possible to reasonably return to her life as a competitive fencer. Arango's quick, vibrant verse lunges and parries Vale's story along as she navigates dual parental goals in regards to her recovery, her own chronic pain, and her first crush . . . on the new (maybe better-than-her) fencer on the team, Myrka. This juxtaposed exploration invites the reader into Vale's mind and heart, to feel her emotional and physical pain as well as the confusion they produce. With a lot of fencing terminology skillfully woven throughout, this middle-grade novel in verse feels accessible and emotionally vulnerable, but the sports element will no doubt engage more reluctant readers in addition to lovers of novels in verse. While not quite as emotionally gut wrenching as Arango's other work, this tale of a tween struggling with chronic pain, the question of disability, and a queer awakening is an important addition to library shelves and provides an uplifting addition to Arango's backlist. For fans of Lisa Fipps, Shifa Saltagi Safadi, and Lilliam Rivera, this novel promises to be the rapier to the heart the reader needs to take control of their own choices.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 05/29/25, After an accident, a talented fencer in Virginia struggles to balance recovery and her dreams of becoming a championPuerto Rican seventh grader Valentina MarÃƒ Camacho can't wait to fence again. After she and Papi were in a serious motorbike accident, anticipating fencing again was the only way Vale endured doctors, surgeries, and "the complete rearranging / of [her] life." But her return four months later is far from triumphant. Unpredictable flares of pain make previously effortless moves challenging, and even worse, Cuban American newcomer Myrka Marerro, who's cued lesbian, has taken her place as top fencer. But, Vale explains, fencing is "what keeps meme." If Vale's not the best, who is she? Her parents have always pushed her to win. But now, Mami treats her like she's fragile-though Papi insists she's fine, causing arguments between her parents. Her older brother, Luis Manuel, suggests other hobbies, but Vale and fencing are inseparable. But pain-and Vale's growing crush on Myrka-risk thwarting her plan to beat her rival. Vale's vulnerable, angry free verse narration eschews overused disability storylines, intricately exploring issues including chronic pain, perfectionism, and parental expectations. Vale's ambivalence about identifying as disabled is particularly well expressed. Her relationships with her family are realistically nuanced, and non-Spanish speakers will understand the occasional lines of Spanish dialogue through context. In her acknowledgments, Arango explains that she drew on her and her husband's experiences with chronic pain when writing the story.Moving and insightful. (author's note)(Verse fiction. 10-13)
978-0-593-81163-4 It's Watching Currie, Lindsay MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 01/01/25, Gr 3-7 Famed Chicago purveyor of spooky stories Currie sends three tweens to tackle the myths of Bachelor's Grove Cemetery on a Halloween night. Bachelor's Grove in suburban Chicago is one of the most haunted spots in Illinois. Budding journalist Josie and her friends hope to witness the infamous lady in white and the phantom farmhouse. The tweens take in more than they expected when spirits follow them home and harass them through their phones, sending shivers and inciting research. Can Josie and her friends solve the puzzle of the haunting before ghosts overtake her life? Currie pays homage to classic scary movies and includes fun Easter eggs like references to the haunted doll exhibit at the Chicago History Museum, as well as Roald Dahl's The Witches . Readers will be compelled to uncover more about the real-life historic cemetery and the horrific desecration of burial sites. Educators could use this text as a fiction companion to inquiry lessons, social-emotional lessons on civic mindedness, and responsible storytelling. VERDICT To remember is to honor the past, and Currie's Gothic problem-solving horror combines the best of local history with community action. Highly recommended for middle grade shelves.â€” Laura Dooley-TaylorALA Booklist, Best friends and budding reporters Josie, Alison, and Jackson want to write a groundbreaking article for their school newspaper. So, on Halloween night, they head to their town's old cemetery, hoping to prove the existence of ghosts. Their efforts seem fruitless at first, walking out with nothing but damp, dirty clothes and shattered nerves following a close call with a security guard. Then they start receiving sinister messages on their phones, and weird things keep happening wherever they go. An angry ghost has followed them out of the cemetery, they soon realize, and the intrepid trio must figure out why it's haunting them before the ominous countdown that's appeared on their phones runs out else. Brimming with creepy imagery and unsettling scenarios, Currie's latest supernatural mystery is bound to thrill. Historical details are woven naturally into the plot, adding a fascinating layer of fact on top of the haunted happenings, making this story appealing to fans of the curious and unusual. Pair with Holly Black's Doll Bones (2013) and India Hill Brown's The Forgotten Girl (2019).
9781623545819 Jellyfish scientist : Maude Delap and her mesmerizing medusas Cusolito, Michelle ES/MS School Library Journal Xpress (May 2, 2025) Gr 1-4-Maude Delap was an amazing scientist in a time when women were discouraged from participating in scientific study. Her determination to learn about jellyfish and tackle adversity make her an admirable topic for a picture book biography. The illustrations that accompany the informative text not only capture the scientific detail and the Irish setting but also provide an ephemeral quality that is mesmerizing as the delicacy of the jellyfish is explored throughout its life cycle. Late in the 19th century and into the early 20th century Delap collected, studied, and learned about jellyfish in her island home of Valentia, Ireland. Prior to Delap no one had succeeded in nurturing a jellyfish through a complete life cycle. Present-tense narration takes readers into Delap's lab, the "Department" as she called it, and through the arduous task of learning how to care for and maintain jellyfish so they could be studied throughout their life cycle. The text is broken into journal entries documenting her learning and perseverance in a scientifically measured way. Back matter adds to the biography of this amazing scientist and provides further information on sea jellies as these creatures are now called by many modern scientists. VERDICT Informative and evocative illustrations capture a pioneering woman of science and her meticulous, revelatory work. Recommended for most collections.-John Scott © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (March 1, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 13)) Grades 3-7. In the first book in a new series, seventh-grader Gigi Shin hopes to attend Starscape, a prestigious art camp, over the summer. Her parents run a Korean grocery store and can’t afford the tuition cost, but they also don’t think that being an artist is a practical career. They encourage Gigi’s younger brother, though, in his interests in planes and trains. When Gigi and her best friends come up with a way to pay for the camp’s tuition by starting a tutoring service called the Ace Squad, Gigi hides it from her parents, afraid they won’t approve. The tutoring sessions get off the ground and help her raise money for Starscape, but a cute boy causes some snags and tension among the tutors. Similar to the Baby-sitter’s Club series, with a strong representation of Asian American characters, Lee’s story focuses on themes of friendship and teamwork and the academic pressures that immigrant parents can place on their children to excel in math and science versus art. A promising start to a new series.
978-1-338-83565-6 Jessi Ramsey, Pet-Sitter Crenshaw, Ellen T. and Martin, Ann M. MS Continuation of series - no reviews
978-1-536-21745-2 Junius Leak and the Spiraling Vortex of Doom Wolf, Allan MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 07/01/25, Starred Review Based on an actual 1980 event, Wolf's latest weaves a dazzling tale out of environmental themes, historical backstories in a Louisiana community, buried pirate treasure, and a neurodivergent 12-year-old's vertiginously life-changing stay with a loving but unfamiliar relative. Junius arrives aboard his uncle Spot's houseboat on the shores of Lake Peigneur with a handle stly his emotional meltdowns but not his fear of being on water. Over the next dozen days, he works on both while meeting a colorfully engaging cast of local residents, experiencing the pleasures of their weekly fais-dodo, learning shocking facts about his family that his reticent mother never shared, and forming new friendships tably, with teen eco-activist Victoria, who is protesting the oil well being drilled in the lake. Junius shares narrative duties with the lake itself, which, as a tongue-in-cheek alternate ("I am a lake, so let me be clear") slips in historical flashbacks, including a surreptitious 1820 visit by pirate Jean Lafitte; and which, at what becomes a breathlessly suspenseful climax, describes how the oil drillers hit a tunnel in a huge nineteenth-century salt mine d turned the whole lake into a colossal drain, then a sinkhole that led to a massive flood. Considering the vividly depicted events, the strong cast, and the young protagonist's personal triumphs, there's wow-worthy content aplenty here.Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 07/01/25, Wolf (The Snow Fell Three Graves Deep) blends swashbuckling mystery with ecological disaster in an epic novel about one familyâ€™s 100-year-old connection with Lake Peigneur, in the Louisiana wetlands. A first-person prologue is narrated by the lake itself; subsequent chapters recount the history of the lake, including the arrival of pirates in 1820, the treasure they buried, and the riddles they left behind. Alternating sections follow 12-year-old Junius Leak in 1980. Spending the summer away from his arguing parents back in Atlanta with his uncle Spot, whom he hadnâ€™t previously met, on Spotâ€™s houseboat in Delcambre, La., Juniusâ€”a highly sensitive personâ€”struggles to manage his fear of water. It becomes more pronounced throughout his stay, aggravating his anxiety and increasing the frequency of his spontaneous vocalizations. Nevertheless, he finds solace in bonding with Uncle Spot and the townsfolk. As Junius wonders why his mother kept him away
978-0-358-65964-8 Jupiter Rising Schmidt, Gary D. MS Horn Book, 08/01/24, In this companion to Orbiting Jupiter (rev. 11/15), eighth grader Jackson Hurd is mourning the loss of Joseph, his "foster brother, sort of," and cherishes his role as brother to Joseph's now-orphaned daughter. Jack adores three-year-old Jupiter and can't wait to watch her grow up and do things for the first time -- read a book, ride a horse on his family's farm, catch lightning bugs, and "look up into the winter sky and pick out the planet Jupiter rising brighter than any star." There's a lustrousness to Schmidt's simply worded first-person narrative, especially evident in passages about the beauty of Maine. "The clouds broke and the full moon threw everything it had at our house. It beamed into the window and flooded us with silver light so bright that my mother gasped." Schmidt also creates a cast of memorable secondary characters -- running buddy Jay Perkins pushing for more, ornery Coach Swieteck dispensing tough love from his wheelchair, even Judge Benedict encouraging Jack to begin "thinking like a judge." They all help Jack deal with news he finds devastating: Jupiter's maternal grandparents are demanding custody. Readers will tread warily through the heart-wrenching, tear-jerking final pages. In this spare novel, Schmidt has created a big world with characters to care about, cry for, and remember.Kirkus Reviews, 11/01/24, Having lost one beloved foster sibling in Orbiting Jupiter (2015), Jack Hurd faces the devastating prospect of losing another in this equally intense companion volume.Schmidt packs his story with seemingly tough but emotionally vulnerable males circling orphaned Jupiter, who is 3 years old and a charismatic scene stealer. Eighth grader Jack, her foster brother, is positively head over heels, but so (startlingly) is his cross-country running mentor and erstwhile tormentor, Jay Perkins. Then Jupiter's birth mom's parents suddenly show up with a custody claim just as her formal adoption is about to go through. Even her thoroughly unlikable, domineering grandfather turns out to be harboring a deep-seated grief that shows itself when tragedy seems about to strike that troubled family once again. Despite his first-person narration's straightforward tone, Jack is anything but reserved in his feelings, and whether moved by rage, pain, or (most often) joy, he's constantly breaking into tears. Readers' eyes aren't likely to stay dry, either, considering the sharply felt emotional stakes and the growing tension as the legal claim heads to a hearing, while Jack's small town loyally rallies around him and his loving foster family. The outcome remains in doubt until a final, powerful release. The cast presents white; returning fans will welcome back several characters from previous outings, most notably Coach Swieteck, a hard-nosed, amputee war veteran.Lachrymose but brimming also with love and heart. (Fiction. 12-16)
978-1-368-10468-5 Kaya Morgan's Crowning Achievement Tew, Jill MS ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Twelve-year-old Kaya Morgan's favorite thing is to attend the Brightcastle Renaissance Faire. Before her father was sick and passed away, he was the Head Archer and a popular figure at the fair. In addition to making memories each summer weekend, Kaya and her father dreamed of her becoming the first Black queen of the fair. When her uncle signs her up for the Faire Apprentice Camp, instead of apprenticing the queen, she is given the role as the jester. Kaya quickly sees that there are those at the faire that believe minorities only fit a certain mold, and it is up to her to break it. Since her father's death, Kaya doesn't feel like she fits in with her mom and brother, and her competitive spirit over becoming queen hinders her from building relationships with the other campers. Kaya's spunky attitude and heart will have readers rooting for her. A mix of overcoming adversity, working through grief, and creating the space where you belong, Kaya's apprenticeship journey is a perfect fit for middle-grade readers.Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 05/01/25, Middle schooler Kaya Morganâ€™s happiest memories are of summer days at the North Georgia Renaissance Faire, â€œa magical place grounded in the real world,â€� where she bonded over funnel cake fries with her late father, a bowman who ruled the fairâ€™s archery stall on the weekends. Now 12, Kaya is thrilled to finally join the fairâ€™s apprentice camp and train for the role her father promised her: queen. Instead, Kaya is cast as court jester. Nevertheless determined to become â€œthe first Black queen in the Faireâ€™s forty-year history,â€� Kayaâ€™s royal pursuits end in hollow victory when administrators, desperate to diversify the financially struggling campâ€™s image, name her
978-0-8234-5788-5 Kaya of the Ocean Huang, Gloria L. MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 01/01/25, Gr 5 Up A promising debut fantasy novel. Kaya, 13, has been dealing with a lot. Her anxiety is getting worse and her parents, Chinese and Taiwanese immigrants to Hawaii, are busy running a struggling restaurant. She's developed a nervous skin-picking habit that she tries to hide from her best friends. When strange things start happening whenever Kaya is around water, she learns that she may be a descendant of a water goddess. Will she be able to control her new power before disaster strikes? Huang has written an excellent story that doesn't attempt to fit an entire hero's journey into 250 pages. Instead, readers stay with Kaya on the island as she first discovers her powers and learns to accept them. The characters are diverse without being tokenized, including native Hawaiians and other Asian and Pacific Islander characters. The relationship between Kaya and her bully of a cousin, Anne, feels painfully realistic. Kaya's reasonable fear of the water and the symptoms of her anxiety blur together sometimes, which can feel like a messy but not unrealistic representation of what it's like to have an anxiety disorder. VERDICT This compelling novel will leave readers hoping for a future sequel. Hand to readers of the "Rick Riordan Presents" series, and tell them this is even better.Jeri MurphyHorn Book, 04/01/25, Thirteen-year-old Kaya, a Chinese and Taiwanese American girl, grapples with hydrophobia and anxiety while navigating her ancestral roots and mysterious connections to a water goddess. Set in Hawaii, the novel weaves together Kaya's personal journey with historical flashbacks and family secrets. Huang's atmospheric writing captures the archipelago's beauty, complementing the story's magical realism and Kaya's emotional journey. Some unresolved plot points may leave readers wanting more, but the novel's explorations of themes such as anxiety and identity are compelling
9781665960045 Keeper chance and the conundrum of chaos Evanovich, Alex MS Horn Book Magazine (January/February, 2025) "The man known as Chaos had entered Peachmont High School through a back door," looking to recruit sixteen-year-old junior Keeper Chance for the Evil Villains International League, or E.V.I.L. Chaos has followed Keeper for a long time and is impressed at how purposely and consistently mediocre he has been in school -- but he also suspects that Keeper is a genius with a useful skill to contribute to the organization. Joining the group appeals to the teen, as his current life at home with his cruel "hobgoblin" of a grandmother is untenable. While preparing for their initiation ceremony, Keeper and his new friend, Toby, get mixed up with a mystery involving the whole organization. People go missing, including several members of E.V.I.L.; a beautiful girl with stealth moves is tracking Keeper; and her father is stalking him, too, for his own questionable purposes. Evanovich adeptly paces the novel, weaving several threads into a web of evil but leavening the tale of dastardly mischief with humor and a bit of romance. There's plenty of action as the protagonist uses his skill (even if no one, including himself, seems to know what it is) to help solve the crime and ensure his initiation. The story will delight readers even as they must await the sequel. Dean Schneider January/February 2025 p.81Booklist starred (November 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 5)) Grades 5-8. Sixteen-year-old Keeper jumps at an invitation to join the local group of the Evil Villains International League (E.V.I.L.), only to find his opportunities for malfeasance hampered not only by his own inclinations but by the need to rescue a stolen dog, its owner, and several of his villainously inept new colleagues from a serial kidnapper. Fortunately, he gets help from born sidekick Toby Boggs as well as Whylene “Y” Love, an enigmatic outsider with awesome martial arts skills. Though assured by costumed head villain Chaos that everyone has at least one special ability or superpower, through it all Keeper never does figure his out. Still, while fellow villains can, for example, induce symptoms of food poisoning in others, cause tornadoes, or expertly suck the fun from any conversation, Keeper's misadventures and exploits (several of which involve real danger) have a strong tendency to go well. The author (sly dog) only strews tantalizing clues throughout without ever revealing the actual nature of Keeper's powers, leaving it to readers to draw their own conclusions in the wake of this droll and sapient debut.
978-0-06-324717-8 Knots Frakes, Colleen MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 09/01/24, Gr 4 Up A darling graphic novel about the start of sixth grade in a new school with new hair. Norah, who presents as white, has a history of hair problemsâ€”chlorine damage, bad perms, and home haircuts. Even so, she decides to bleach and color her hair blue for the start of middle school in a western Washington small town. Norah's parents work for the Department of Corrections and, as a result, she has an outsized awareness of authority, the law, and consequences. When her mom is transferred to a different job and moves with sister Lark, Norah is asked to be in charge of herself and dad at home. At school, teacher Ms. Washines, a member of the Yakima tribe, tries to establish a calm, caring community, but Norah misses her mom constantly and is distracted and worried in class, causing her to become increasingly lonely and disorganized. Through Norah's story, Frakes normalizes moving, worrying, unavailable parents, and grappling more responsibilities than a 12-year-old might be ready for. The pages include bubbly internal dialogue that flow readily with a variety of backgrounds in boxed and borderless panels. Illustrated bodies and faces convey movement in a way that almost feels animated, and the emotional expressions are spot-on. A land acknowledgment and author's note ground this work of fiction into Frakes's childhood experiences. VERDICT A compelling and strong addition to middle grade graphic fiction collections. Jamie WinchellKirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A preteen's tangled hair becomes symbolic of her lifeTwelve-year-old Norah, hoping to look cool for her first day of middle school, begs her mom's permission to dye her thick, dark hair blond. Despite being told it's a job for a professional, Norah attempts to bleach it herself. Her younger sister, Lark, tells her she looks "like a gerbil"-but Norah fixes the disastrous results by dyeing her hair blue. School isn't as bad as Norah fears, until a classmate shares a story of parental neglect that results in already-anxious Norah and her peers being interviewed by a police officer. When a conflict of interest relating to her prison guard parents' jobs means Norah's mom and Lark will move away from Eastern Washington for the rest of the school year, her dad's overtime hours leave Norah mostly on her own. Despite her parents' belief that she's the "good kid" who's ready for this much independence, Norah struggles. Another disastrous attempt to dye her own hair draws unwanted attention from her teacher and makes her worry about Child Protective Services. Frakes offers a sympathetic portrait of Norah and her conflicted, realistic family, who read white, but the story is short on plot. Norah continues to feel responsible for adult problems while being unable to change her family's narrative; only her hair gets better. The vibrant, expressive drawings ably carry much of the setting and characterization.A sympathetic slice-of-life story. (author's note, additional comics, photos)(Graphic fiction. 8-12)

9780063045132 Kyra, Just for Today Zarr, Sara MS
School Library Journal, 02/29/2024
Gr 5 Up—With playful banter, Kyra helps her single mother clean houses before the start of the school day. After school, she cooks, frets about bills, and functions more as a peer than a daughter, all while struggling to fit in with her actual peers in seventh grade. Kyra finds refuge in her weekly support group for teens whose lives are affected by a family member with alcoholism. Her best friend attends the same meetings, and Kyra grows insecure when the social pressures of middle school collide with her safe space. Afraid her friend is drifting away from her, Kyra becomes withdrawn and reluctant to participate at meetings. This leaves her feeling she has nowhere to turn when she suspects that her mother is drinking after five years of sobriety. Kyra's voice is raw and believable as she grapples with shame, self-doubt, and the belief that she is somehow to blame for her mother's relapse. The novel's account of middle school social dynamics will resonate broadly, and its unflinching depiction of life with an alcoholic parent offers an important perspective. Readers will root for Kyra as she learns to trust herself and those around her. Several secondary characters provide unexpected support, but Kyra's resilience and growth are center stage. Kyra and her mother are both white.VERDICT Zarr shines a harsh light on a child's experience growing up in a family affected by alcoholism. For readers in similar situations, that light may offer an essential ray of hope.—Amy Reimann Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information

Booklist, 01/31/2024
Grades 4-7 - "With her dad out of the picture and an overly judgmental maternal grandmother, Kyra and her mom, Meg, have had only each other to lean on. This hasn’t been quite a fair balance, however: Meg has struggled with an addiction to alcohol and could not always care for her daughter appropriately. Five years into Meg's recovery, Kyra continues to prioritize her mother's needs. Viewed one way, the 13-year-old is simply being helpful—making sure her mom has snacks throughout the day, preparing dinner if Meg's been slammed with work. Kyra knows deep down that her mom is trying her best, but she doesn’t yet have the language—nor has she given herself permission—to ask for more. The same goes for her social life. Her best friend, Lu, seems to be outgrowing their friendship, leaving Kyra confused as to whether she’ll fit in with Kyra's new crew. Rather than portraying a big blowup, this tender middle-grade novel underscores the beauty of uncertainty and having enough faith in one another to try over and over again."

978-1-492-69333-8 Last Lie Forde, Patricia MS Kirkus Reviews, Wordsmith Letta fights for the future right of people to employ language to tell their own truth.Forde continues the post-apocalyptic adventure begun in The List (2017) with a look at the way that struggles for what is right and who wields power collide in a new world order. Now, long after the world-changing global warming event remembered as the Melting, young Letta, wordsmith of the survivors in her part of the world, is caught up in the resistance against the established order of the surviving organized city, Ark. Amelia, the current leader of Ark, regards language as something to be controlled and used only by those in power. To that end, she has removed dozens of babies from their families and created a nursery where they will be raised without language. This dark experiment with raising feral children seems to offer homage to The Giver, Ursula K. Le Guin's Omelas, and other worlds where safety and security are guaranteed at the price of something intrinsically human. As intriguingly ambitious as Forde's idea is, it suffers somewhat in the extensive telling of Lette's story of danger and flight, where often the peril results from Lette's impulsive, believable adolescent impetuousness. Fortunately she is several times saved by Marlo, the friend she hopes will return her affection. A default white is presumed; markers of color, class, and language aren't given.A compelling speculative premise helmed by a realistic female protagonist. (Science fiction. 11-14)School Library Journal July 1, 2020 Gr 5 Up-This post-apocalyptic thriller picks up where The List leaves off, returning readers to the Ark, a community whose authoritarian leadership has restricted speech to a list of 500 approved words in a misguided attempt to prevent the "lies and false promises" that had led to The Melting, a climate-change induced collapse of civilization. Although protagonist Letta killed John Noa, the Ark's founder and leader, in the previous volume-background that is seamlessly incorporated for readers new to this duology-little has changed, as John's partner (and Letta's aunt) Amelia has now taken over the Ark and is even more draconian. Through a chain of events that requires a fair amount of suspension of disbelief, Letta determines that Amelia has imprisoned 50 babies and is raising them without any exposure to speech whatsoever, hoping to ultimately do away with all language. Together with romantic interest and fellow rebel Marlo, Letta takes the lead in opposing Amelia's plot. With its adherence to standard dystopian tropes, this work is not exactly groundbreaking. However, this plot-driven page turner does trip along at a compelling pace, while also raising a number of interesting questions about the role of language in society, the costs of censorship, and the importance of considering the means, not just the end, when overthrowing tyranny. VERDICT A priority purchase where Forde's The List is popular.-Eileen Makof
9781543590746 Lebron James Steele, Laura Price MS non-fiction Dewey 921 JAMRL 3.1Gr / IL 4-6
978-0-593-70736-4 Legendary Scarlett and Browne Stroud, Jonathan MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, Stroud has much to wrap up in this third (seemingly final) volume of the exploits of fearsome Scarlett McCain and disheveled, telepathically gifted Albert Browne. In the dystopic, hostile landscape of postapocalyptic Britain, they and their company now have a double mission: to liberate banks of their funds and to free enslaved people and those about to be sold into slavery. Scarlett and Albert pursue personal quests as well: Albert wants to find his former prison and learn its secrets; Scarlett searches for her younger brother, lost to slavers years ago -- and all this in the context of a terrorizing force even greater than the pair's former enemy, the repressive Faith Houses. Now, it's a group arming itself with weapons unearthed from deep within the ravaged land, "weapons that destroy everything they touch." Stroud offers much activity and incident; dangerous, malicious terrain; risky schemes with explosive outcomes -- in short, there's barely a moment to stop and ponder. But even within the pressure of action, description, and bringing many threads together, Stroud's vivacity of phrasing has lost none of its verve. "Her pale face hung beneath her hat like a moon of vengeance in a blood-soaked sky," he writes in one of many unforgettable descriptive moments.Kirkus Reviews, Young bandits complete personal quests while creating immense explosions and massive havoc in this high-action trilogy closerPlaying to his strengths, Stroud strings together a bank robbery, an ambush that nearly sees Scarlett McCain eaten by cannibalistic Tainted, and other increasingly lurid, violent set pieces, propelling a plot that moves along at a breakneck pace to a climactic battle. In interspersed chapters, neither Thomas (the little brother Scarlett was forced to abandon and has been seeking for eight years) nor the faithful sidekick he acquires come off as more than pale reflections of the lead duo as the author moves them mechanically through contrived adventures. Scarlett's own sidekick Albert Browne's search for the secret prison where he and other children with psychic powers have been ruthlessly trained is similarly cursorily wrapped up. And what of the series' broader ongoing struggles with the local slave trade and the corrupt Faith Houses? Here, too, the author drops the ball at the end. Readers who delight in titanic explosions, swashbuckling young troublemakers escaping through hails of gunfire, and foes coming to squishy ends will be pleased; those who like stories that offer more definite closure and their heroes and supporting characters to show meaningful growth, less so. Some racial diversity is cued in the cast surrounding the white leads.Still pedal to the metal, but running on fumes at this point. (maps)(Science fiction. 10-13)
9781665943246 Lifeboat 5 Hood, Susan MS School Library Journal Xpress starred (October 18, 2024) Gr 4-8-Hood's latest is a companion story to Lifeboat 12 that highlights the powerful strength of friendship and family in the most perilous of events. Bess, 15, is desperate to escape the German airstrikes in London and the personal attacks made by school bullies. She convinces her parents to allow her and her 10-year-old brother, Louis, to apply to the evacuation lottery provided by the Children's Overseas Reception Board. When they win a spot on the SS City of Benares traveling to Canada, Bess is ready for the fresh start. Life on a luxury liner is exciting for the 90 children and their chaperones. Bess even finds a friend who finally understands and accepts her wholeheartedly. But when a German U-Boat torpedo strikes their ship, it becomes a race against time to evacuate and survive in the frigid water until help arrives. This novel-in-verse evokes the raw emotions of a teenager, her curious brother, and the relentless sea all struggling to find peace and safety in this lesser-known tragic World War II nautical event. Extensive research, notes, and photographs offer readers a closer look at understanding the sinking of the Benares and the effects it had on the war effort and survivors. VERDICT A highly recommended purchase for all libraries who cherished Lifeboat 12 and seek another inspiring true story of a young girl's extraordinary resilience.-Lindsey Morrison © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2024) Nazi bombs are falling on London. Trapped in the shelter, 15-year-old Bess feels under attack from bombers on the outside and bullies on the inside. She convinces her parents to apply for a program that will evacuate children to Canada, and she and little brother Louis are accepted. They set off on the SS City of Benares accompanied by a convoy of armed ships. Their escorts and the crew are kind, but the life jackets and lifeboat drills are reminders that danger is always lurking. Bess befriends fellow passenger Beth, and when a German torpedo strikes and the ship sinks, they help one another to safety but feel overwhelmed by stormy weather, loss, and despair. Is there any hope of finding Louis? Bess narrates her tale in free verse that uses short, staccato lines to describe the unfolding events in sharp detail. Hood intersperses verses narrated by the sea, and others that follow Louis’ experiences. Bess’ stream-of-consciousness style expresses all her doubts, fears, and hopes, bringing readers along on her torturous adventure. The girls are ultimately rescued by the HMS Hurricane and find Louis, but only a few of the other children survive. This verse novel is inspired by unforgettable real events that will leave a lasting impression on readers. A hopeful story about devastating events written in clear, accessible verse. (author’s note, Lifeboat 5 facts, poetry notes, sources, appendix, photographs) (Verse historical fiction. 10-14)
978-1-546-10269-4 Like a Boss Mlynowski, Sarah and Khan, Hena MS Continuation of series - no reviews
9780063140738 Listen to this Blecher, Jennifer MS School Library Journal Xpress (March 15, 2024) Gr 5 Up-A dual-perspective story about friendships, crushes, secrets, families, and middle school. Lily and Will are in seventh grade and are each navigating their own conflicts. Lily, part of an inseparable trio of friends, sees the other two (Maddie and Sasha) chosen for an elite soccer team, leaving her hurt, neglected, and confused. Will is a climbing nerd and loner whose only "friend" gets on his nerves, while his dad has turned his life into a parenting podcast. The first school dance is approaching, and everyone is on edge. To make matters worse, Maddie and Sasha had promised to go as a group, but will miss it due to traveling for sports. Will's childhood friend and queen bee Sienna is snooping around to gather and share everyone's secrets. Can the two main characters survive the year unscathed? This story is an authentic portrayal of the middle school years, and the conflicts tweens have to deal with on their own. Parental expectations and pressure will ring true to readers who can empathize with Lily and Will. The friendship drama will have broad appeal for most middle schoolers, who will see their own struggles in both kids' journeys.VERDICT A solid realistic fiction purchase for middle school collections.-Carol Youssif © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2024) Two seventh graders discover each other while learning that middle school changes can be a time for exciting, if sometimes awkward, growth. Lily is used to doing everything with besties Maddie and Sasha, but after they make the elite soccer team and she doesn’t, she soon has time on her hands. Popular Sienna is at a turning point, too, and she takes an interest in Lily. Specifically, Sienna wants to set Lily up with her childhood friend Will. Problem is, Sienna wants to dictate Lily’s every move. For his part, Will is definitely interested in Lily, but he doesn’t want bossy Sienna involved, afraid she’ll gossip to the entire student body. It’s already bad enough that Will’s widowed dad puts his son’s every move and mood under the microscope during his Dr. Dad podcasts! The third-person limited narration bounces back and forth between Lily and Will. They begin a tentative friendship, texting and talking in person. Misunderstandings and missed cues are at the root of several clumsy, wonderful moments. As they support each other and learn from others in their lives, the tweens gradually claim their own voices and gain autonomy. This growth enables them to be better friends to others among the well-developed cast, encouraging them to speak up, too. Characters read white. This tender, easy exploration of friendship, family, and first romance hits the mark. (Fiction. 8-12)
978-1-547-61634-3 Little Too Haunted Winans, Justine Pucella MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 09/12/25, An aspiring 13-year-old ghost hunter takes on her first real caseA month ago, The Incident upended Luna Catalano's life. She exposed her home improvement influencer moms-who claim to flip haunted houses-for faking the hauntings. That's how the family ended up in Ohio, living at 5753 Shadyside Avenue: "the least haunted house Luna had ever seen." But she finds that looks can be deceiving. As well as dealing with her irritable bowel syndrome, which is aggravated by stress, she keeps experiencing odd, disruptive occurrences. First, a strange voice keeps saying, "Welcome home." Then, Luna sees "GET OUT" written in blood on the ceiling. The mysterious happenings continue, and eventually, the house's very real ghosts turn violent. With help from sibling neighbors Dani and Mateo Moreno, can Luna save her family-and herself-before it's too late? Pucella Winans' latest is a love letter to ghost stories and those who believe in them-especially queer kids. The five embedded short stories are pitch-perfect in tone, slowly building the novel's eerie lore alongside the unfolding plot, which contains occasional humor. Through her art, Luna realizes that she might like girls-growth that beautifully mirrors Dani's coming out as nonbinary. Dani's strict adherence to the scientific method also teaches Luna valuable lessons about jumping to conclusions when it comes to friendships. The Morenos are Latine. Luna is cued white, like one of her moms; her other mom has Italian and Brazilian heritage.Sweet meets spooky-and it's absolutely spectacular.(Horror. 9-12)Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 06/19/25, Thirteen-year-old aspiring ghost hunter Luna Catalano always thought that her two mothersâ€™ jobs as home improvement influencers who renovate haunted houses were realâ€”until she stumbles upon them faking a paranormal encounter and exposes them as frauds during a livestream. Their newest project in Cleveland is supposed to be a fresh start, and Luna is delighted to find that the house is actually haunted. But the resident specter seems decidedly unfriendly. The shade goes to increasingly frightening lengths
978-1-662-52594-0 Lost Ones Rundberg, Johan and Apelqvist, Eva MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 01/30/25, A big case helps an orphan unravel the mysteries of her pastEnough time has passed sinceThe Queen of Thieves (2024) that the heat is finally off 12-year-old Mika after her explosive prison break. Her newly restored anonymity means she's once again free to help Constable Valdemar Hoff solve crimes. Valdemar's been assigned the case of a missing wealthy 14-year-old. But Mika's friend Tekla leads her to an even bigger case-a new construction job has revealed a mass grave of suspiciously small skeletons. This Swedish import skillfully interweaves its mystery storylines with revelations about Valdemar's past and Mika's own family history. Mika's keen eye for observation, her ability to make connections, her strong moral center, and her boldness keep things fast-paced and grounded, especially as the investigation turns into the most dangerous one she and Valdemar have faced. The story neither shies away from nor sensationalizes its violence and provides the same matter-of-fact treatment to other social ills Mika encounters in gritty 1880s Stockholm, including poverty, alcoholism, and teen pregnancies. Robust prose paints vivid pictures, enhancing characterization, plot twists, and an action-packed finale. The ending resolves mysteries seeded in the first book of the series, but a final image disrupts the happily-ever-after with a promise of more stories to come. Characters are cued white.Exceptionally entertaining, always suspenseful, and eminently satisfying.(Historical thriller. 10-14)Horn Book, 04/01/25, Rundberg's pair of 1880s detectives -- twelve-year-old orphan Mika from Stockholm's Public Children's Home and police detective Valdemar Hoff -- investigate the disappearance of a wealthy family's teenage daughter, Beatrice. "Children disappear all the time," says Mika, hearing of the case; Valdemar's answer, "I hardly need to tell you that some lives are valued more than others," voices a theme inherent in the series' earlier books, but that here takes on deeper, darker meaning. The pair realizes that Beatrice is pregnant and hiding from her parents, who want to dispose of the unwanted baby by sending Beatrice to the "Dark Angel" when it's time to give birth. Rundberg brings the Moonwind Mysteries full circle: the Dark Angel, having haunted the series from its first pages, emerges from the shadows as a person for whom "the unthinkable [has] become a habit." In a "brilliant...not to mention insanely dangerous" plan, Mika and Valdemar close in on the villain. This entry -- like the previous installments (beginning with The Night Raven, rev. 9/23) -- is exceptional: for its dry, witty humor and compelling plot; its characterizations, at once engaging and deeply respectful (Mika is indomitable: perceptive, adamant, compassionate, and vulnerable); and especially for the gravitas at the heart of its crime solving, an awareness of a deep inequity that resonates well beyond the stories' historical and geographical setting. Swedish noir for the young.
9780593179970 
9780593179932 Magic Paintbrush: The Guardian's Quest Zhang, Kat MS

Booklist, 06/30/2025
Grades 4-7 - "The second book in the exciting Magic Paintbrush duology begins as Amy Li finishes the seventh grade. In her first adventure, she inherited a magic jade paintbrush from her grandmother that lets whatever Amy paints become real. When Amy contemplates the friends she’s created, such as Luna (a half-tiger, half-bird that must remain hidden), she paints a portal hoping to find a parallel universe where they can thrive and be free. Amy, her friend Diego, and Luna enter the portal only to be tasked with a quest to prove that Amy is the rightful guardian of the paintbrush. Amy and her friends encounter a sorcerer, a cat reminiscent of the Cheshire cat, cannibals, and other dark entities while trying to complete their trials. Humor present throughout the book helps lighten the message of loyalty and perseverance present in the narrative. The straightforward plot with steady pacing will appeal to reluctant readers who enjoy fantasy, and the incorporation of Chinese folklore will hook those with a mythology bent."

Kirkus Review, 04/30/2025
Being the guardian of a paintbrush with magical powers isnâ€™t all fun and games. With seventh grade out for the year in Port Jefferson, New York, Chinese American Amy Li is ready to enjoy summer vacation with her best friend, Diego, and Luna, a part-tiger, part-bird friend whom she brought to life with an ancient magical jade paintbrush. As the newest guardian of the paintbrush, Amy can make the things she imagines real by painting them. This power amazes Amy every time, but itâ€™s also a big responsibility, as she finds out when she uses the paintbrush to open a portal to another world and discovers that within two weeks, she must complete the Trial that will replenish the paintbrushâ€™s powers if she hopes to remain its guardian. Alongside Diego, Luna, and a mysterious talking cat, Amy faces beings inspired by Chinese mythology who have the power to help or hinder her. With the paintbrushâ€™s magic failing, she will have to rely on her friends and her own instincts to succeed. Themes of friendship and trust permeate the story, as well as lessons on learning from your mistakes and from intuition. A heartwarming story with a healthy dose of action and danger, this worthy second series entry sees Amy striking out on her own. Final art not seen. Magic, wonder, and the power of creation combine in this tale of trials and rewards. (Fantasy. 8-12)

9780374311865 Malcolm lives! : the official biography of Malcolm X for young readers Kendi, Ibram X MS School Library Journal Xpress starred (May 9, 2025) Gr 7 Up-Scholar and antiracist activist Kendi brings the life and learning of Malcolm X directly to young readers in this compelling, propulsive biography. Malcolm Little, born 1925 in Omaha, NE, faced trauma and hardship from early on due to racism and white supremacy. By the time he was in eighth grade, he was hungry and angry which made him reckless and desperate. He left school for pool halls and bars, breaking laws and getting by with older friends. At 20, he landed in prison for a string of robberies. While he was incarcerated, he rediscovered his love of learning and his thirst for knowledge. It was also when he was introduced to the teachings of Elijah Muhammad, then the leader of the U.S.-based Nation of Islam. Upon release, the young man zigzagged across the U.S. gathering followers. After he became disillusioned with Muhammad's leadership, he left the Nation of Islam, but his influence continued to grow in the global fight for human rights for all. Kendi artfully draws on extensive source material to recreate conversations and elucidate the possible thoughts and feelings behind some of the behavior of his subjects. The length of the book might intimidate some readers. However, the short chapters and Kendi's frequent direct address to young people make the text feel like a conversation, with a writing style more akin to oratory than textbook. The text is made even more accessible because it is interspersed with images of typewritten letters, handwritten notes, and photographs. VERDICT This thoroughly researched, beautifully rendered portraitBooklist starred (June 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 19)) Grades 5-8. This comprehensive biography of Malcolm X, published in honor of the centennial of his birth, comes from award-winning author Kendi, of 2019’s How to Be a (Young) Antiracist and 2020’s Stamped (for Kids) renown. The book, intended for a middle-grade audience, is consistently engaging and relatable, despite its daunting length (almost 350 pages of text, plus another 50 for source notes). There’s plenty of satisfying backstory that effectively creates historical, social, and racial context, making both Malcolm X’s personal story and his public, evolving religious and political convictions understandable and convincing. The story begins with his mother facing down the Klan while pregnant with Malcolm and continues through four-year-old Malcolm watching his house burn down after another Klan raid, his father’s tragic death, and his mother’s ensuing mental illness. All aspects of Malcolm’s life are covered in detail, including his Harlem zoot-suiter and drug-peddling days, draft dodging, criminal career, and prison time, increasing the significance of his later conversion to Islam and civil rights activism. Nonsensational, rational coverage extends through his assassination and continuing legacy. Nonsensational, rational coverage extends through his assassination and continuing legacy. Period photos and primary sources create immediacy; the tone is consistently accessible and appropriate for its intended audience. This impressive offering is sure to become the definitive biography of Malcolm X and belongs in school and public libraries.Nonsensational, rational coverage extends through his assassination and continuing legacy. Period photos and primary sources create immediacy; the tone is consistently accessible and appropriate for its intended audience. This impressive offering is sure to become the definitive biography of Malcolm X and belongs in school and public libraries.
978-0-06-325553-1 Mallory in Full Color Leahy, Elisa Stone MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 11/01/24, Gr 5 Up A heartfelt novel about Mallory, a tween comic illustrator struggling to discover her identity. Throughout the story, Mallory molds herself into what she thinks others want, avoiding conflict at all costs. She tells no one about her extremely popular webcomic Metal-Plated Heart , because she knows her parents won't approve, and because she doesn't want her friends to see how they've informed her characters. She doesn't push back when her mother pressures her to join a highly competitive swim team. This passive approach works until her bottled-up emotions finally overwhelm her. As Mallory navigates her personal challenges, she volunteers at her local library's Drag Queen Storytime, offering her a fresh perspective on acceptance and identity. What sets this novel apart is its thoughtful exploration of LGBTQIA+ terminology. The author breaks down complex ideas in a way that is easy to understand, making readers comfortable even if they were previously unfamiliar with certain terms. This inclusive and nonjudgmental approach enhances the book's appeal. Readers are treated to comic strips from Mallory's comic between each chapter. These excerpts mirror her inner struggles, adding a visual layer to her journey of self-discovery. Art plays a crucial role in the story, symbolizing how creativity can reflect the creator's inner world. VERDICT Overall, this novel is a queer-friendly, heartwarming exploration of identity, communication, and acceptance, making it a must-read for young readers seeking an authentic and relatable story. Jessica CalawayALA Booklist,  Mallory is a bonafide people pleaser, even when it means sacrificing her own interests and opinions to make others happy. So, she tries to balance being a babysitter, a good student, and a member of the swim team even though she hates swimming competitively. Secretly, however, Mallory misrepresents her age to anonymously publish a webcomic, and she joins the library's Comic Club instead of attending swim practice. Not only do the club members love Mallory's increasingly popular webcomic (without knowing it's hers, of course), but Mallory starts crushing on Noa, a nonbinary club member who enlists her help in organizing a drag queen story hour at the local library. Then, all too realistically, the library is forced to cancel the event, but Mallory and Noa help the storytime continue elsewhere. Chapters get a boost from panels interspersed from Mallory's webcomic, though, in the end, Mallory faces appropriate consequences for posting online underage, making the story a realistic read for tweens. Recommend this to middle-grade readers searching for LGBTQIA+ novels and those drawn to stories about complicated feelings and identity.
978-1-324-01999-2 Many Things Under a Rock: The Mysteries of Octopuses Scheel, David MS School Library Journal, 12/01/24, Gr 4-6, A complex introduction to the biological wonders of the octopus, adapted from an adult title. Scheel's seminal work now has a younger reading level, filling a knowledge gap. Yet the book still conveys large amounts of information; the octopus is discussed with thoroughness and wonder. From their extraordinary biology to our still rudimentary understanding of their thoughts and emotions, all aspects of the octopus are analyzed. They are explored through research into their habitats and behaviors, focusing on Alaskan and Australian waters. The research has involved intense interaction with this traditionally solitary animal, yielding a comprehensive profile. Line-drawn illustrations throughout help showcase the octopus's unique biology. A dry, analytical tone will likely challenge less engaged students. However, this text centering an under-addressed topic still warrants a recommended purchase for collections focusing on biology. A glossary, notes, and index are included. VERDICT The mysterious octopus is explored in-depth through its evolution and ecology in this young readers adaptation, targeting engaged and patient tweens. Jessica A. BushoreKirkus Reviews, Follow an octopus scientist around the world to learn about the fascinating lives of these enigmatic cephalopodsDrawing on 25 years' experience as a marine biologist, David Scheel explores the natural history and behavior of octopuses to better understand their motivations and priorities. This work delves into his efforts to locate, track, and study octopuses, offering plenty of firsthand observations and information about approximately 20 species. This densely packed text will be most inviting to readers with a solid science background and an interest in marine science. Despite being slimmer than the original adult edition, this volume is still jampacked with detailed anecdotes, references to relevant research, and thoughtful insights. Many chapters conclude by posing questions that scientists have yet to answer. The narrative also includes discussion of the detrimental effects of the climate crisis on octopus species. Much of Scheel's work has been concentrated in Alaska, and throughout the book he credits and expresses thanks to the Indigenous people who shared knowledge and experience that aided his work as a researcher and writer. Detailed black-and-white line drawings by the author's daughter include a few anatomically specific illustrations and convey the beauty of octopuses as well as their behavior. Additional visual aids-charts and photos of species and habitats-would have provided a richer reading experience for readers.A deep dive with appeal for those who are passionate about science and marine animals. (map, glossary, source notes, index)(Nonfiction. 12-18)

9781524886462 MASKS : A GRAPHIC NOVEL RAE, MARGARET MS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2025
Gr 6–8—Set in a world where monsters exist but must remain hidden, this graphic novel tells the story of Poe, a gentle, green-skinned, horned monster, and her found family. Poe lives in an abandoned building with blue-skinned Rice and pink, fang-toothed Shelley, where together they can escape the monster-hunting organization known as the Knights of the Night. When they learn their home is about to be demolished, the trio sets out on Halloween night, when they can pass for costumed humans, to search for a rumored sanctuary called Haven. As they navigate the journey, Poe wrestles with fear and caution, while Rice longs to live more openly. Young Shelley adds comic relief by eating everything in sight, including street signs. Along the way, they meet Vaughn, a kind human outcast with tan skin and brown hair who is teased for his love of a nerdy game and who agrees to help them. This touching graphic novel uses monsters as a metaphor for any marginalized community seeking safety and acceptance. The monsters are feared not for their actions but how they look, and the story highlights themes of identity, chosen family, and resistance. It also thoughtfully explores why some people are drawn to hateful groups like the Knights. The muted illustrations reflect the characters' emotional lives with appealing subtlety. VERDICT A moving read and an excellent addition to middle school collections.—Amy Ribakove Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 05/14/2025
Three young monsters leave their hiding place after itâ€™s no longer safe, seeking shelter and community. Poe, a horned, green-skinned monster, was almost captured as a child by the centuries-old monster-hunting society the Knights of the Night. But a compassionate Knight helped her escape, and she was later found by Stoker, a young adult monster, who taught her how to survive in the shadows of the human world. He also shared a â€œsilly urban legendâ€� about a place â€œdeep downtown, where monsters could live in peace.â€� Ever since Stokerâ€™s sudden disappearance, Poe has been living with two young monsters named Rice (who has blue skin) and Shelley (who has pink skin, orange hair, and sharp fangs). When neighborhood gentrification means the empty house theyâ€™re squatting in will be destroyed, they venture out on Halloweenâ€”which provides the perfect cover for their unusual appearancesâ€”in search of the rumored haven. But their quest is far from easy, and they encounter danger along the way. Found family and good human allies (diverse in skin tone) who offer support in the face of the actions of corrupt, greedy people lie at the core of the story, offering parallels to the experiences of marginalized groups who must fly under the radar to live safely. The illustrations, which are full of emotion, feature muted colors and loose linework. A heartfelt twist on tales of monsters and bad guys. (Graphic fantasy. 9-13)

978-0-593-11208-3 Max in the House of Spies: A Tale of World War II Gidwitz, Adam MS Kirkus Reviews, A determined refugee will do whatever it takes to get back to his parents-even becoming a British spy in Nazi Germany.When 11-year-old Max Bretzfeld, a Jewish boy from Berlin, is sent to England on the Kindertransport in 1939, he's accompanied by two tiny men on his shoulders whom only he can see. The German kobold and Jewish dybbuk rarely interact with Max, but they comically comment on his circumstances. And such circumstances! After a working-class upbringing, he's fostered in England by Jewish baron Lord Montagu. Most of the white non-Jewish people Max encounters are shudderingly classist, racist, and antisemitic, but after a childhood in Nazi Germany, this is hardly new. Nonetheless, he'll do anything to get back to his parents, and thus, Max sets out to become a spy. While it may be hard to convince British intelligence to send him back to Germany, Max will do whatever it takes. Despite the compelling premise and likable characters, readers will have to wait for the sequel for a payoff. After a strong start, the kobold and dybbuk are relegated to the roles of Greek chorus, and the story's fascination with the real-life people who inspired the secondary characters is such that various questions concerning them are intriguing but remain unresolved in this volume. Nonetheless, this book-packed with sideways thinking, sociopolitical insights, and a Marmite-eating kangaroo named Kathy-delights.A duology opener with a truly likable hero and clever puzzling. (historical note, annotated bibliography) (Historical fiction. 8-11)School Library Journal Starred Review, 03/01/24, Gr 3-7 Gidwitz's latest is absolutely everything a reader could want in a World War II spy novel. Max is sent away from Berlin by his Jewish parents at the brink of WWII. Alone and scared, Max finds himself accompanied by two immortal and incorporeal creatures, a dybbuk and a kobold. Named Stein and Berg, these two offer comedic insights and observations in classic Gidwitz style, with sarcasm and wit in equal measure. Max must engage his full mental capacities to survive anti-Semitic bullies. He then must work his way into training to become the youngest spy for Britain, all in hopes of getting sent back to Berlin to be reunited with his parents. Brilliant, funny, and full of twists and turns that engage both the heart and the mind, this novel will have readers clamoring for the follow-up in the duology. Newbery Honoree Gidwitz is at the top of his form using humor, fantastical creatures, and in-depth research to bring this story zestfully to life. VERDICT Highly recommended for all collections serving middle grade and older readers who enjoy smartly written historical novels. John Scott
978-0-593-11211-3 Max in the Land of Lies: A Tale of World War II Gidwitz, Adam MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Starred Review In 2024's Max in the House of Spies, 13-year-old Jewish German Max was evacuated from Berlin to London via the Kindertransport where he companied by two little, wise-cracking supernatural beings, Berg the kobold and Stein the dybbuk s taken in by a prominent family and, thanks to his genius with radios, recruited as a spy by British intelligence. In the second volume of this duology, Max returns to Berlin with two missions: infiltrate the Funkhaus, the Nazi center of radio propaganda, and find his missing parents. Gidwitz has managed to add an essential new tale to the canon of WWII fiction, delivering what is at once an engrossing spy-thriller and an appropriately devastating story of a boy coming of age in an impossibly brutal world. As Max enmeshes himself in the Funkhaus, he struggles to make sense of the machinations of Nazi propaganda and the ongoing assault of lies driving the war forward. Several narrative risks cluding Berg and Stein (a critical element of emotional support), the on-page appearances of Joseph Goebbels and Adolf Hitler, and a stunning time jump right at Max's emotional climax y off tremendously, elevating this from a well-researched piece of entertainment to an exquisite work of craft and a profoundly sensitive guide to the horrors of Nazi Germany. An at-times buoyant, always captivating, and ultimately heartrending masterpiece of middle-grade historical fictionStarred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 06/19/25, Now working for British intelligence after leaving Berlin in the Kindertransport, 12-year-old Max Bretzfeld returns to Nazi Germany on a secret missionDuring his ostensible mission-infiltrating the Funkhaus, the hub of Nazi radio and propaganda-Max not only faces continual danger, but also struggles with his conscience and even (briefly) his loyalty as he confronts some uncomfortably close parallels between the rabid racism of the Third Reich and that of both the British Empire and the United States throughout their histories. Max is also harboring a secret: Despite being expressly forbidden to do so by his adopted British uncle, he searches for his parents, only to discover strangers living in his family's apartment. What follows is an absorbing whirl of narrow squeaks and tense, clever exploits, lightened by moments of comfort and comical commentary by Stein and Berg, the dybbuk and kobold spirits perched on Max's shoulders. Gidwitz, who conducted careful research, realistically portrays a large walk-on cast of real Nazis, from Joseph Goebbels to Hitler himself, who explain how they rose to power and how nations can be led by the right narratives: "With these grand stories, we can bind our people together." The cast of fictional ordinary Germans shows how seductive the Nazi promise to "make Germany great again" seemed. This sequel trusts readers with critically relevant insights on necessary vigilance and the human capacity for monstrous behavior.A headlong thriller laced with provocative and topical historical truths. (historical notes, bibliography)(Historical fiction. 8-12)

9780593615867 May the Best Player Win Zhao, Kyla MS
Kirkus Review, 07/14/2024
For a seventh grade chess champion, does success take away from her love for the game? May Li’s middle school chess team performed well at the California state championship and has earned a berth at Nationals. May, who’s Chinese American, even received a trophy for being the top female player! But her success sours her friendship with teammate Ralph Morris, her main competition for team captain. Ralph goes so far as to belittle her accomplishments because she’s a girl. As Nationals approach, May feels pressured to perform, which erodes her confidence and causes strife with everyone around her. Zhao captures the anxiety of a tween who’s juggling the expectations of adults, adoring new fans, and friends-turned-rivals. Fortunately, an unexpected friendship with popular soccer goalie Mario Cruz allows May to share her struggles with the pressure of success; their conversations also demonstrate surprising commonalities between soccer and chess. The chapter titles (for example, “Battery” and “Sacrifice”) are drawn from chess terminology and briefly defined, teaching readers about the game while reflecting the story’s progression. The supporting characters, both adults and peers, are well developed, and the chess games are thrilling. In her middle-grade debut, former competitive chess player Zhao explores gender bias as well as performance stress, and the book’s valuable life lessons will speak to anyone who’s lost their love for a pursuit. An emotionally intelligent work that explores socially relevant themes. (author’s note) (Fiction. 8-12)

Publishers Weekly, 06/09/2024
After what she perceives as a disappointing performance in the California Middle School State Chess Championship finals, Chinese American seventh grader May Li is thrilled to learn that she won the award for “top female player.” She even gets a splashy feature in the esteemed Chessbase magazine, to the chagrin of her teammate Ralph, who bitterly remarks that “everyone knows that girls aren’t as good at chess as guys.” Hurt but refusing to let his comments get to her, May plays her gambit—she bets on herself to win the team’s internal tournament and subsequently be named captain before nationals. But as the competition progresses, she finds that the pressure and high expectations take a toll on her confidence and her friendships, leading her to question her love for chess. Zhao (The Fraud Squad, for adults) draws on personal experience, as addressed in an endnote, to explore themes of sexism in a male-dominated field and anxiety brought about by sudden fame and scrutiny. Digestible chess strategy breakdowns and terminology scattered throughout serve as an approachable introduction to the sport. Ages 8–12. (Sept.)

978-0-8234-5856-1 Metamorphosis of Bunny Baxter Roberts, Barbara Carroll MS Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 06/17/25, Because of school redistricting, shy Theodosia â€œBunnyâ€� Baxter starts seventh grade at a different middle school than her best friend Alex. Practicing deep breathing techniques to calm her nerves, the redheaded, bug-loving tween attempts to go unnoticed (like â€œa tiny, tiny antâ€�) but gains notoriety on her first day due to separate incidents involving a cute boy named Kyle and Paige, a bully who mockingly dubs her Bug Eater and wonders aloud about Bunnyâ€™s feelings around being adopted. While relaying woes about mean peers to her father, his offhanded commentâ€”â€œkids with discipline problems can be sent to an alternative schoolâ€�â€”inspires Bunny to concoct a plan: sheâ€™ll get herself expelled, mistakenly believing that sheâ€™ll be transferred to Alexâ€™s school. Bunny soon dedicates herself to troublemaking, even as she starts making new friends. This heartfelt tale by Roberts (A Rose Named Peace)â€”distinguished by a distinctive, layered cast with authentic-feeling motivations and relationshipsâ€”nimbly explores subjects such as the ecological importance of pollinators alongside a fine-tuned emotional exploration of adoption. Main characters cue as white. Ages 10â€“14. Agent: Ginger Knowlton, Curtis Brown. (July)Horn Book Guide, September, 2025, Due to redistricting, Bunny starts seventh grade at a new, unfamiliar school. It's a rough start -- so bad that she tries to misbehave enough to be expelled -- but Bunny eventually finds joy, and friendship, in planning and planting a pollinator garden as a class project. Bunny's passion for insects and plants is evident, even contagious (gardening resources are appended for those interested in learning more) and her "metamorphosis" from wanting to escape her situation to finding a place to belong is deeply satisfying.
978-0-06-337651-9 Meticulous Jones and the Skull Tattoo Leathley, Philippa MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, At her "fating" ceremony in an alternate London, ten-year-old Meticulous Jones receives the magical tattoo that reveals her fate: a skull held by a purple glove. Metty (erroneously) believes this means she is fated to murder someone using magic and so avoids magic for that reason -- until her father disappears. She's then whisked away by her aunt to the flying city of New London, where ink-powered magic is legal. Aunt Magnificent buys Metty the tether needed to perform magic and begins instructing her in its use, but the no-nonsense woman won't give her any information on efforts to find her father. Metty secures the help of Aunt Mag's unfated ward, Sundar, by suggesting they can get the prophetess who tattooed her to give Sundar a fate and to change Metty's. But their unsanctioned excursion draws the attention of the Black Moths -- the terrorists who are holding Metty's father and want Metty herself for reasons having to do with her fate. The story is almost perfectly balanced between the protagonist's wonder at her magical environment, creatively crafted by Leathley, and her relatable heartbreak at the absence of both her devoted father and neglectful mother. Similarly, every character introduced in the plot has a role to play in its eventual resolution, one of the ways in which this entire fantastical story fits together so neatly. From the unique ink-based magic, elegantly suggested by tattoo-like black-and-white chapter heading illustrations, to the delightfully brusque Aunt Mag, this novel will likely enchant fantasy lovers.School Library Journal, 01/01/25, Gr 5 Up Leathley creates an addictive, fast-paced world of magic and breathtaking imagery in her series debut. Like all the children in her world, 10-year-old Meticulous Jones gets fated on her birthday; a magical tattoo appears foretelling her future. Metty ends up with an ill-fated oneâ€”to become a murderer. Frightened by her fate, her father takes her to the secluded Welsh countryside. Things are boring but fine, until her father goes missing. As Metty tries to find her dad and not succumb to her fate, she gets closer to her aunt and learns about their family history. This book is filled with memorable characters who are mystical and alluring. It's also both plot- and character-driven, with a strong narrative flow that makes it an easy and engaging read. Despite the fantasy, it includes topics relevant to everyone in everyday life. For example, the magic ink that runs the new cities seems to be abundant; however, the government and city officials hike the prices way up so this resource is inaccessible for nearly everyone else. Readers will be shocked by the twists and turns and eagerly await what happens next. VERDICT A fun, refreshing, and occasionally dark story recommended for fans of Harry Potter. Autumn West
979-82-17-00240-5 Midwatch Institute for Wayward Girls Rossell, Judith MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 08/25/25, Starred Review Maggie Fishbone knows her prospects are grim when she gets chucked out of the orphanage for pushing a boy into the harbor (he deserved it) and deposited at the Midwatch Institute for Orphans, Runaways, and Wayward Girls. Imagine her surprise when the Institute's strict, drudgery-forward reputation is nothing but a front for giving its girls an unconventional education, with such classes as fencing, maps, motorcars, observing, contriving, hiding, dancing, and climbing. As one of the f irst-years aptly says, "Ready to solve mysteries and do good deeds and fight bad guys . . . Didn't she tell you? This what we do. We help keep the city safe. Girls, we're absolutely the snake's pajamas." The lingo and presence of airships t to mention lessons in the Charleston osely suggest a 1920s setting, but the Institute's imaginative details are what steal the show. Secret entrances, hidden rooms, a rooftop ropes course, disguises, a multi-tool made to look like a doll 's a spy fan's dream. Maggie enters the Institute with two other girls, Nell and Sophie, none of whom can quite wrap their mind around their change in circumstance, but they quickly come around when the first-years are given a possible kidnapping to investigate. As they gain skills and confidence, they also find belonging and madcap adventure. Jeepers, it's a thrill!Kirkus Reviews, 09/12/25, Magdalena Fishbone's relegation to an institution for "orphans, runaways, and wayward girls" turns into an extraordinary adventureWhen Maggie arrives at the Midwatch Institute (after committing a satisfying, if somewhat violent, act of justice), she's one of three new girls. As it turns out, the seemingly dreary orphanage is a front for a school that trains girls in useful arts and skills. Maggie's classes in "Maps, Fencing, German, Motorcars, Drawing, Observing, Contriving, Hiding, and Dancing" comprise a fine beginning education for any spy or detective. Excerpts fromUseful Things Every Girl Should Know, a book published in 1911 by the director, Miss Adelia Mandelay, appear between chapters and include instruction and advice on, among other things, disguises, decision-making, Morse code, knot tying, and escaping from quicksand. Most entries include anecdotes from the author's madcap experiences as an international woman of mystery. Rich, quirky language and a well-imagined early-20th-century setting-including a port city with skyscrapers, airships, motorcars, and an elegant hotel-provide an immersive backdrop for the girls' foray into detective work. The disappearance of a botanist and attacks by a creature the press calls "the night monster" are elements of the criminal conspiracy the girls uncover. Terrifically evocative black-and-white illustrations extend the narrative. Maggie and the adults appear white, and some of Maggie's schoolmates have dark skin.Cinematic, amusing, and exciting: a slightly subversive, delightfully empowering, all-around winner.(Mystery. 8-12)
9781489699114 Military Dogs Gitlin, Marty MS non-fiction Dewey 355.4RL 4.8Gr / IL 3-6
978-0-06-336001-3 Miss Liberty Haley, Erin Moonyeen MS Kirkus Reviews, 03/01/25, A 12-year-old girl dreams of being the lead dancer in her small town's Fourth of July parade, the future of which is under threatSavvy loves Glitter Season, when her town starts celebrating and counting down to the Fourth of July. She believes that if she can become Miss Liberty, everything will go well for her; anxious Savvy, who struggles with panic attacks, craves this reassurance. But her older sister, Levi, has other plans. Now in her third year as Miss Liberty, 17-year-old Levi, inspired by her honors civics class, is done being silent. She believes that Miss Liberty should stand for a cause, and hers is protesting a change that undermines voting access for the town's citizens. Savvy is convinced that Levi's planned protest will ruin the parade, which the town council decided will end after this year due to budget constraints. Will Savvy be able to fulfill her dream of someday being Miss Liberty? First-person narrator Savvy gives readers strong descriptions of her inner world, the weather forecast ("one less thing to worry about"), and her anxiety. The pacing is just right, and Savvy and her close friends, Seymour (who loves fashion) and Dulce (a student journalist activist), are likable as they support one another in what they each believe matters. Most main characters read white, and Dulce is cued Latine.A fierce, sparkly debut that shows the importance of taking a stand and being yourself.(Fiction. 8-12)School Library Journal, 03/01/25, Gr 3-6 With a Fourth of July tradition threatened, a meaningful cause is found. The town of Libert&3; has a long-standing tradition of crowning a local girl as Miss Liberty, who serves as a flashy, sparkling focal point for local celebrations. However, with waning interest in the holiday and fading community engagement, the tradition may be entering its final year. Savvy Montrose's older sister, Levi, is entering her third year in the role, and is beginning to feel called to use her platform to speak on social issuesâ€”in particular, the unjust reassignment of the town's voting site to a merged location 40 miles away. Meanwhile, the choreographer and curator of all things Miss Liberty, their aunt Bobbi, is intent on directing everyone's Miss Liberty energies towards a petition to save the parade. Torn between these two causes and feeling increasingly twisted up with her own anxiety and desire to control the situation, Savvy, with some help from her friends, begins working on a historical slideshow that will present Miss Liberty's sparkling history and the causes she's represented over the years. The small-town stakes are importantâ€”free speech and speaking up for what you believe in, and Savvy's narration further centers this, as she scrutinizes everyone's choices, actions, and their consequences. VERDICT An intense, interior drama for community and historically minded middle grade readers.â€”Emilia Packard
9798368795591 Mixed up Korman, Gordon MS Booklist (July 2023 (Vol. 119, No. 21)) Grades 5-7. Around an electrifying premise, Korman winds themes of grief, family dysfunction, and the ways memory shapes character to generate a powerful friendship tale. Middle-schoolers Reef and Theo don’t know one another initially, but that changes in a big way when they suddenly, mysteriously, begin acquiring each other's memories. Not only is this scary, not to mention confusing, but it’s devastating for Reef when he realizes that, along with forgetting everything he studied for a test and other such details, bit by bit he’s losing all he has left of his mom, who died from COVID-19. Theo has parental issues, too, but Reef’s whole life is in such a dark place from the outset that the story takes on a grim tone, only gradually lightened by events that climax in a wild lightning storm, allies (including a hilariously clever rabbit), and the growth of a connection that is, perforce, uniquely perceptive and expresses itself in acts of both kindness to others and a sense of mutual commitment. That relationship will leave readers touched and thoughtful.Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2023) A freaky Phenomenon leads to a mysterious memory swap. After athletic Reef Moody’s single mom checked into the hospital a year ago with Covid-19, he went to live with the family of her best friend, Jenna Helmer. Mom’s death made the arrangement permanent. Reef’s grief is complicated by the fact that Jenna’s volatile youngest, 14-year-old Declan, has made his life miserable. Across town, studious Theo Metzinger spots a menacing rabbit, whom he nicknames Jaws, with giant teeth preparing to destroy his precious flowers…again. But his controlling, macho dad, who clearly favors Theo’s younger sister, scolds him and whisks him off to karate class so he will “toughen up.” When Reef also starts seeing Jaws, readers will be clued in that something really unusual is happening. Over time, the two 12-year-olds each acquire memories belonging to the other and begin changing, bit by disturbing bit. Discovering a shared birthday seems to validate their shared suspicion of some sort of mind swap. A thunderstorm and the help of a handful of secondary characters are key to a solution for the distressed duo. Korman packs his story with colorfully delineated characters and believable middle school set pieces. Dueling first-person narratives capture subtle character differences between Theo and Reef while staying in a convincing preteen vernacular. Main characters are cued White. An engaging tale of weird science as well as a celebration of individuality. (Fiction. 9-13)
978-0-06-334726-7 Moon Madness Murphy, Julie and Maldonado, Crystal MS Horn Book, 08/01/24, Camp Sylvania, no longer a "fat camp" and (hopefully) vampire-free (Camp Sylvania, rev. 7/23), is now under the direction of Luna Lupowski, lover of all things New Age, who makes the campers toss their toiletries and sunscreen in favor of mystical water charged by the moon. This year Maggie brings her best friend, Nora, along, and she's thrilled they'll get to experience camp together. Maggie can't wait to search for the paranormal, but Nora's perfect summer involves befriending edgy bunkmate Claire and going to the dance with a boy. Of course there is something weird going on: a camper disappears after an animal tore apart his cabin, and others develop an excessive amount of body hair. It's up to Maggie and Nora to solve the mystery, while the really scary thing is that their friendship is growing apart. The first book's fat-liberation themes are here exchanged for a message about accepting the bodily changes that come with puberty. Nora and Maggie take turns as narrators, their engaging voices giving insight into both sides of their middle-school friendship drama. Snappy dialogue and gentle poking fun at New Agey-ness (workshops include "Primal Screaming 101" and "Water Has Feelings Too!") add to the humorKirkus Reviews, After returning to summer camp, besties Maggie and Nora start to drift apart as new friends and the supernatural come between them.After last year's vampire situation, Maggie eagerly anticipates the next twist Camp Sylvania might throw at them, but Nora doesn't want anything to do with the paranormal. She can't help but be jealous of Maggie's friends from last year-and when Nora gets a cool bunkmate, Maggie likewise takes it as a threat to their friendship. The camp itself has undergone a New Age revamp, with the new director emphasizing the importance of chemical-free skin care products, primal-screaming workshops, a raw, vegan diet-and a glowing liquid called moon water. Then one camper goes missing, and others start to notice excessive body hair growth. Maggie and Nora will have to reconcile before their friendship and the summer go to the dogs-or is it werewolves? The girls' differing reactions to the previous summer's events and their strained friendship, along with the parental relationships portrayed, the new director's genuine care for the campers, and the host of puberty references, make for a compassionate and complex presentation of tween life. Humor and clear storytelling in the narration (which alternates between the two protagonists) balance the heartfelt messaging, creating an easily digestible read. Maggie reads white; Nora is cued Latine. Final art not seen.A fun summer romp with honest portrayals of friendship woes and the pitfalls of well-meaning adults. (map, camp invitation) (Fiction. 9-13)

9781536208528 MOONCUSSERS BROWN, ELI MS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 6 Up—This follow-up to Oddity finds Clover back in Salamander Lake where she has found comfort in the home of Widow Henshaw. The war between the Unified States and Napoléon Bonaparte's army continues, but Clover and her friends have so far remained unscathed. Everything changes when a noisy caravan rolls down the street, and the mysterious Miss Yamada whisks them away to join the Women's Service League. With help from oddities like a pistol that never misses and a magical quilt, as well as new friends Hazel and Penelope, the group faces off against Vermin across the countryside. They become aware of an even bigger threat: The Underking. As the Underking gains power and his army grows, the Women's Service League seeks help from allies while struggling to confront this new villain. Will they have what it takes to defeat the Underking in this battle of good vs. evil? Fans of the first book will be pleased to see familiar faces and a number of new, strong female characters supporting Clover. The magically detailed text paired with Rytter's swirling black-and-white linocut illustrations brings the enchanted world of oddities to life. Readers will have no trouble visualizing this dark, alternate history and the fantastical creatures that inhabit it. Main characters read as white, with some diversity in the supporting cast. VERDICT A charming and original sequel that will take readers on a magical adventure in an alternate 19th century. Recommended for dark fantasy lovers and fans of the first installment.—Elizabeth Blake Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 5-8 - "A second Louisianna War has broken out, and Clover Elkin has been laying low with her faithful friend Nessa until the arrival of Miss Yamada. An oddities expert and leader of the newly established chapter of the Women’s Service League, Miss Yamada is recruiting those entangled with oddities’ powers to help destroy the unnatural vermin created by the Seamstress (Miniver Elkin). Eager to end the chaos unleashed by her mother, Clover commits her odd talents to the cause. Meanwhile, a sinister whispering from deep underground permeates the plot, sharing the curious story of a being who calls himself the Underking. No longer content with being the King of Dirt, the Underking fortifies his growing strength and ambitions with a scarecrow-like army and mutant creatures that soon become entangled with Miss Yamada’s league, who call themselves mooncussers. Brown’s imagination and voice-y character work are in fine form in this feisty sequel to Oddity (2021), and his latest villain is one for the history books. An ideal series for those not quite ready for the Miss Peregrine books."

39



978-0-593-69951-5 Mountain Upside Down Ryan, Sara MS ALA Booklist, 12/09/24, Thirteen-year-old Alex is experiencing the thrill of first love when her world is turned upside down. PJ, her best friend turned girlfriend, is moving away and the library where she and her friends volunteer may be closing. When her grandmother, who is Alex's primary caregiver, begins showing signs of dementia, Alex does everything she can to hide the woman's condition. When she's no longer able to conceal Grandma's troubling health problems, family secrets and new challenges come to the forefront. Ryan balances these issues with Alex's coming out, and readers will experience all her anxieties in the face of first love and major life changes. Alex and PJ, who are white, ensure strong LGBTQIA+ representation through the narrative, while racial diversity is present in the library among the volunteer group and library staff. First love, libraries, and family drama make this an engaging read for tween and teenage readers. Recommend to fans of Jake Maia Arlow and Ashley Herring Blake.Horn Book, 04/01/25, Alex is on top of the world after finally asking her best friend, PJ, to be her girlfriend. The two have been friends since the third grade and are like part of each other's families -- a welcome circumstance for Alex, who lives with her grand-mother. When PJ's family moves away and her grandmother's memory loss worsens, Alex struggles to conceal her anxieties. She has a big heart and spends much of her time worrying about others and how they perceive her, often in relation to her body image. She finds unexpected support in a previously unknown uncle and his partner, who happens to be the leader of the library's youth council, of which Alex is a steadfast member. Uncle Dean and Alonso take on some of the adult-sized burdens she had previously been carrying, allowing her to finally be a thirteen-year-old. Despite challenging topics, Alex's humor and hopeless romanticism infuse hope into the story. Ryan thoughtfully incorporates issues of family, friendship, and first love into this heartwarming tale.

9780593707999 Ms. Pennypickle's Puzzle Quest Grabenstein, Chris MS
Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Benjamin’s older brother, Ethan, is heading off to college. The two have never been close due, in part, to their six-year age difference, but their dad has a scheme to foster a bond between them. Having fond memories of a trip he and his brothers took when they were younger, their dad gifts Ethan a truck in exchange for taking Benjamin on a trip to see the Grand Canyon. Plans are semi-derailed when puzzle-lover Benjamin finds a clue to Ms. Pennypickle’s Puzzle Quest. Though still on their road trip, the brothers are now working together to solve clues in a competition against other pairs to win a million dollars. Grabenstein delivers the humor and puzzle-driven adventure fans have come to expect, this time with a somewhat cheesy side of family bonding. An unexpected twist wraps everything up neatly, and the pacing remains fast through the end. A small warning that Benjamin’s weight and eating habits are often negatively discussed.High-Demand Backstory: Young readers may have escaped from Mr. Lemoncello's library, but they're still in Grabenstein's clutches. He's a bestselling author for a reason, so expect lots of requests for this one."

Kirkus Review, 08/31/2025
Two brothers set off down old Route 66 on a treasure hunt orchestrated by an eccentric puzzle maker. The former closeness between 12-year-old Ben, whoâ€™s self-conscious about his weight, and his athletic 18-year-old brother, Ethan, may be long gone, but the prospect of a $1,000,000 reward offered by renowned puzzle queen Penelope Pennypickle is enough to get them heading off together in search of clues deposited at roadside attractions along the historic highway. Ms. Pennypackerâ€™s dictum that â€œThe family that puzzles together stays togetherâ€� proves to be the main clue to what Grabenstein is up to. While joined by competing pairs in a series of elimination rounds, the siblings work to solve a series of riddles and challenges while stopping at sites from the Pops 66 Soda Ranch to Cadillac Ranch and Petrified Forest National Parkâ€”and, in the process, the bond between them regains its old strength. The puzzles offer readers something fun to engage with, and the local color, plus the authorâ€™s affirmation of the importance of family ties and the vigorous way he deals with the fat shaming that Ben receives, are worthy. But his bid to recapture some of the Mr. Lemoncello magic falls afoul of an overly contrived plot and minimally developed character interactions. Readers may also feel cheated by the resolution, which falls flat. Most characters present white. Bland and disappointing. (Fiction. 8-12)

978-1-536-24166-2 Murder at the Museum Beckett-King, Alasdair MS ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Bonnie Montgomery has a knack for solving mysteries, but grown-ups don't take kindly to young girls interfering in police work. The solution? Bonnie's alter ego, Montgomery Bonbon, gentleman detective, who may be exactly Bonnie's height but sports an enormous mustache and an unplaceable accent. Bonbon jumps in immediately after a suspicious murder and theft at a local cultural institution, the Hornbill Museum of Natural History and Suchlike. Though Bonbon is one step ahead of the blundering inspector on the scene, a mistake rocks Bonnie's confidence and has her questioning her sleuthing skills. Can she nab the culprit and restore Bonbon's good name before another crime is committed? The splendid series opener is a hoot, featuring all of the trappings of a classic whodunit with the addition of a terrifically tongue-in-cheek tone that will set readers giggling. It's a pleasure to befriend the brilliant Bonnie, and her keen observations would make even Poirot proud. Occasional cartoonish illustrations add a lighthearted air, and glimpses into Bonnie's notebook and bulletin board are an inspired touch. A marvelous mystery packed with high spirits and good humor.Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 05/01/25, By donning a raincoat, beret, and bristly fake mustache, and affecting a nebulous accent, 10-year-old Bonnie Montgomery assumes her alter ego: the gentleman detective Montgomery Bonbon. While touring Widdlingtonâ€™s Hornville Museum with her grandfather, a security guard is murdered within a locked turret room. With a wry aside regarding the
978-1-646-14510-2 My Presentation Today Is About the Anaconda Tak, Bibi Dumon and Forest-Flier, Nancy MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Starred Review In a series of presentations that teachers will find as hilarious as their young charges will, an earthworm, a zebra, and 18 more animals deliver oral reports on . . . other animals. Each report has a distinctly individual voice and character, but some students really go for the gusto: the fox raves about the tastiness of goose (to the outrage of a feathered classmate), and a midwife toad notes that when koalas mate, some of the male's semen plugs up the female to prevent intercourse with other males. A seemingly staid barn owl's discourse on the Tasmanian devil is likewise riveting: "He can rip the skin off a kangaroo with the greatest of ease, and break the bones of a wallaby as if they were twigs." Whoa. As counterexamples, a snow leopard's off-the-cuff remarks on, well, snow leopards show every sign of zero research, and a howler monkey's on the unicorn hint that someone wasn't listening when the assignment was handed out. Questions and reactions to each talk from the multispecies audience add further opportunities for banter and fact-dropping so that, along with fairly substantial doses of actual natural history, receptive readers will effortlessly absorb practical advice about researching, organizing, and delivering effective oral presentations of their own. Van Haeringen adds tongue-in-cheek portraits of each animal student and subject done in a wide variety of styles and mediStarred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 12/06/24, Hilarity ensues when animals give presentations about other animals in this translated Dutch import by two award-winning creatorsUpending the assumptions of readers who are used to seeing animals through a human lens, a variety of animals highlight other species in a version of class presentations. A cleaner fish speaks about sharks, in the process providing just as much information on the habits of cleaner fish themselves. A blackbird gives a presentation on the rose-ringed parakeet, before the verbose rose-ringed parakeet runs hilariously overtime in a talk about songbirds. The raucous speakers, who aren't always identified, often interrupt one another with questions and comments, creating a Greek chorus effect. Tensions arise; the animals attempt to shut down the Gila monster out of fear of his "breath of death." Cleverly, in defending himself, he manages to convey an abundance of information. The characters' personalities sometimes emerge in ways that will disrupt readers' expectations. The creatures represent a global mix-a southern cassowary from Australia presents on hummingbirds of the Americas. The sections are interconnected through satisfying allusions that help create anticipation. Humorous, charming, childlike illustrations of the animals match the off-kilter tone of the text. Rounding out this stellar package, the ending integrates the index-put together by an earthworm and a midwife toad-into the story, while seamlessly and amusingly introducing young readers to how an index functions.A brilliant use of anthropomorphic animals, serving up facts and entertainment.(Nonfiction. 8-12)
978-1-7748-8555-0 Mystery of the Haunted Dance Hall Cotter, Charis MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 03/31/25, An enchanting meld of ghostly magic, inspiration from a beloved fairy tale, the otherworldly rituals of summer camp, and the thrills of an adolescent summer spent in natureWhen anxious, claustrophobic, 12-year-old Bee is forced to go to a bird-watching summer camp, she doesn't expect to love it. Born with supersensitive hearing, Bee is prepared to spend the summer of 1960 as an outsider at Camp Blue Heron-and sure enough, some mean girls steal her flashlight and leave her terrified and stranded in the dark, half a mile from her tent. Fortunately, she meets Zippy, a spitfire with asthma who has incredible night vision and a mystery to solve. Each night the Hawks, the camp's second-oldest group of girls, have fresh batteries for their flashlights, but come morning, the batteries are inexplicably dead. By all appearances, the Hawks appear to be asleep where they belong, leaving the staff flummoxed. Zippy and Bee decide to investigate. Together, they uncover a twisty mystery that's stranger than anyone could have imagined. In the manner of writers like Anne Ursu and Lauren Wolk, Cotter trusts readers with deep descriptions and a languid buildup to the action. Her writing is ethereal and evocative, evoking the dangers and glittering possibilities of summer nights away from home. Bee and most other characters present white, and Zippy is Jewish.A ghostly mystery steeped in birdsong and fairy-tale magic. ("The Twelve Dancing Princesses")(Ghost story. 10-13)Starred Review for Publisher's Weekly (4/8/25) Cotter (The Dollhouse) delivers an unusually poignant adventure in this 1960s-set retelling of the Grimm brothers’ The Twelve Dancing Princesses. Phoebe “Bee” Griffin, 12, is struggling to make friends at Camp Blue Heron, a birding summer program where she feels like everyone considers her “a pudgy girl who is a bit weird.” This feeling is exacerbated by her super-human ability to hear across great distances. After stumbling over Jewish camper Zippy, also 12 and with a complementary gift of keen vision, Bee learns that the older campers sneak off at night, returning exhausted with dead flashlight batteries. Bonding over their shared heightened senses and outsider status among their cabinmates, Bee and Zippy embark on a deceptively straight-
978-1-524-87923-5 Nailed It! Peirce, Lincoln MS Continuation of series - no reviews

9781774888759 Nettle Hogan, Bex MS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2025
Gr 6 Up—A fairy tale-inspired changeling story. Nettle is a sheltered girl who has lived alone with her grandmother all her life. When her grandmother gets sick, Nettle makes a deal with a cruel faery king to complete three tasks if he will save her; until then, she must live in the dangerous faery realm. There is a whisp of a love triangle for Nettle with Ellion, a "shadow faery," and Conor, a human stable hand. After completing two of her tasks, Nettle learns more of her own backstory and her relation to the faery realm. Nettle's age is not mentioned in the story, although readers will assume she is in her middle to late teens. Readers won't know if Nettle has traveled to fairyland from the modern day or some day in the recent past. Hogan attempts to create a fairy tale–inspired story for teens without the hallmarks usually used to age up the genre, such as sex, drugs, violence, and moral ambiguity. Hand to readers who are too young for Holly Black and Sarah J. Maas but who want that style of story. VERDICT An additional purchase for readers who have exhausted the back catalog of fairy-tale retellings.—Jeri Murphy Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 07/31/2025
Nettle has always felt out of place in her village; when she accidentally falls into the faery realm, she must do everything she can to get back home to her grandmother. All her life, Nettle has heard Grandma’s stories of the beautiful and deceptive faeries—as well as fierce warnings to stay away from the forest and ignore the bewitching voices calling to her from it. But when Grandma falls ill, Nettle pleads with the fae folk for a way to save her. Transported to the land of the faeries, Nettle discovers a glamorous world with one crimson moon and one silver and a sky filled with scarlet stars—and no apparent way home. Locryn, King of the Moorland offers her a deal: He’ll help Grandma and send Nettle home if she completes three tasks for him. But a desperate Nettle quickly realizes the tasks are anything but simple. As Nettle is pulled deeper into the alluringly glamorous—and dangerous—faery world, she becomes torn between fellow human Conor, who’s Irish, and the mysterious shadow faery Ellion. Nettle must determine where and with whom she truly belongs. This adventure is brimming with romance, plot twists, and delightfully horrid creatures. The strong plot and quick pace are complemented by endearing characters, including prickly Nettle, gentle Conor, and protective Ellion. Nettle and Conor present white, and Ellion has brown skin and black hair. Dark and enticing; an atmospheric, folklore-infused fantasy. (faery plants) (Fantasy. 12-18)

979-88-8160-241-3 No Harm Done! Peirce, Lincoln MS Continuation of series - no reviews
978-0-06-336092-1 No Purchase Necessary Marianayagam, Maria MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, Eighth grader Ajay and his sister feel stifled by their immigrant Sri Lankan parents' strict rules. These include a sole focus on academics, no socializing, and minimal extracurricular activities. When Ajay moves to a new school, he attempts to appease the popular kids, only to face racism and bullying. Things get even worse when, on a dare, he steals a chocolate bar that turns out to come with a prize of a million dollars. Though this money would be life-changing for his family, Ajay knows he won it through deceit, and the lies stack up until he can no longer keep them from crashing down. This is a realistic portrayal of a Tamil family, with memorable characters in an underrepresented cultural setting; the hardships his parents face and the characters' believable motivations add depth and nuance. Ajay and his sister's closeness, his frustration with family, and his middle-school struggles mirror the lives of many immigrant children. The inclusion of Ajay's reflections through his schoolwork and journals helps make him easy to empathize with; references to his Christian faith as a moral compass add another layer of nuance. The plot never falters, and surprising twists make for a refreshing coming-of-age story. Starred Review ALA Booklist, Starred Review In a warm and thought-provoking tale that explores thorny ethical issues and the pressures of belonging to a strict immigrant family, eighth-grader Ajay finds himself hiding things from his Amma and Appa, beginning with a horrifying 79 on a language-arts assignment and going on to include a forbidden friendship with a girl and, scariest of all, the million-dollar prize he discovers he's won in the wrapper of a candy bar he stole from a shop at the behest of a bully. Though some readers may wish they had Ajay's problems, most will understand that, aside from the fear of being shipped off to relatives back in Sri Lanka before he can get into further trouble, his biggest concern is finding some way to make things right ich he does, with help from his priest, his loving parents, and other allies both expected and decidedly otherwise. The author rolls generous quantities of Sri Lankan food and customs into a story that is blessedly free of moralistic lectures, for all that it's centered on the virtues of honesty, and adds an array of spicy side dishes ranging from sweet budding romance and a dollop of redemption for the bully to sharp insights into Robert Frost's poetry. Not to mention a Tamil glossary, a list of biblical and literary references, and a set of discussion questions as lagniappes.
978-0-06-328519-4 Noah Frye Gets Crushed Horne, Maggie MS Horn Book, 08/01/24, When Noah returns from summer camp to learn that her two best friends have each had their first kiss with a boy, she worries about being left behind in this new phase of development. Luckily, Jessa, her best friend from camp and a recent transplant to her town, fits right in with Noah's tight-knit friend trio, but even Jessa doesn't seem as lost as Noah when the conversation fixes on endless boy analysis. Noah develops a scientific plan to step up her boy game: choosing a target, telling her friends, spending time with said boy, flirting, "group hangs," and finally kissing. The selection of the target isn't difficult: Archie volunteers with Noah at the animal shelter; his family adopted her favorite pit bull rescue; and he seems nice, although nothing special. But is Jessa onto Noah's scheming? And is she...hurt by it? This enjoyable first-love tale features a charming small Canadian town under assault from a tasteless designer, the star of reality TV's Rural Refresh (who turns out to be Jessa's mom). Noah's big sister, Brighton, whose model relationship with her boyfriend shows Noah what a real partnership should feel like, offers her discretion "if there was ever anything you wanted to tell me." Readers, too, will be more clued in than the protagonist, who figures out her feelings for Jessa later than just about everyone else, but the ending is extra sweet for all that, allowing middle schoolers gay, straight, and questioning to enjoy this age-appropriate story without any of the heavy baggage that coming-out narratives can sometimes entail. Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, As soon as Noah gets home from camp, things are different with her two best friends: Neither of them can stop talking about the boys they kissed over the summer.Noah, Zoey, and Luna were once so in sync that nothing came between them, but now Noah feels pressured to follow her friends into this boy-crazy phase. So, she makes up her own crush on a mystery boy. Really, the most exciting thing to Noah is that Jessa, a friend she made at camp, is moving to their small Canadian town, and she'll be joining them in grade seven! Still, Noah feels pressured to be excited about her friends' crushes, although it mostly feels like they're leaving her behind, which inspires her to undertake a very scientific experiment: "Assessing Friendship Elasticity in Courtship Habits of Twelve-Year-Old Juveniles." In other words, "If I joined in with the boy talk, could things feel normal again?" All the while, she's trying to make sure Jessa is included socially-which may be the most important thing of all. Horne skillfully encapsulates the awkwardness of tween friendships and first crushes. Noah is sympathetic and perpetually earnest, even when circumstances fly over her head; she has a lot of realizations that are packed into the novel's end, but they all feel genuine. The portrayal of strong, lifelong friendships that survive trials is refreshing, as is the positive queer representation. Central characters read white.Sweet and sincere. (Fiction. 8-12)
978-1-665-94327-7 Not Nothing Forman, Gayle MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Starred Review Twelve-year-old Alex, now living with his aunt and uncle following his mother's disappearance, is court ordered to volunteer at Shady Glen, a care home, where he meets 107-year-old Joseph Kravitz, a resident who hasn't spoken in five years. Sensing a bond, Joseph begins sharing his memories with Alex, detailing his life as a Polish Jew, his incarceration at Plaszow concentration camp, and his subsequent rescue. In interspersed chapters, Joseph reveals both his own Holocaust experiences and Alex's troubled backstory. Forman (If I Stay, 2009) is a master of the slow, heart-wrenching reveal, and this story does not disappoint. Both characters feel deeply responsible for past mistakes and want to find a way to rise above them by making a good difference for others. Well-developed secondary characters add richness to the story and provide some lighter moments: Alex's social worker, Frank Johnson, puts his reputation on the line to get this second chance for Alex; Maya-Jade, a Chinese adoptee, volunteers at the home and becomes a real friend; and several other residents have comical foibles that often conceal their own past accomplishments. While the subject matter (hate crimes, antisemitism, mental illness, death) makes for some difficult reading, those who stick with this story will be richly rewarded.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, The boy "did something bad. Truly bad."A 107-year-old narrator speaks directly to someone named Olka, saying the stories in the book are about "me and you" as well as the boy, Alex (who presents white). What follows is an intense dual narrative that moves between the speaker's tragic life during the Holocaust and contemporary 12-year-old Alex's tale of loss and its aftermath. Alex's mother has disappeared, and he lives with an aunt and uncle who don't want him. His resentment, self-loathing, and all-consuming anger cause him to commit a violent act, "the Incident," for which he's arrested. His social worker arranges community service at Shady Glen Retirement Home, where he meets the narrator, Joseph "Josey" Kravitz, who keeps to himself and hasn't spoken in five years. But he's drawn to Alex and decides to share his story. When Alex's terrible Incident is finally disclosed, readers will grasp its gravity. Both storylines are filled with misunderstandings, tragedy, horrible acts of hatred, and selfless acts of bravery, which affect the protagonists in profound ways. As they realize that they have much in common, both Alex and Josey learn they can "rise to the occasion of [their] lives." Best-selling award winner Forman interweaves the tales carefully, with striking language and depth of feeling, allowing readers to understand the characters' changing perspectives as they learn more about themselves and open up to people around them, many of whom become advocates and friends.Powerful, heartbreaking, and hopeful. (author's note, bibliography, further reading) (Fiction. 10-14)
978-0-06-227515-8 Not Quite a Ghost Ursu, Anne MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 01/01/24, Gr 4-8 Violet's new house has the space her growing family needs, but as soon as they move in, the house feels odd and lonely. Violet's older sister Mia declares the attic room with the peeling yellow wallpaper to be "creepy," so by default, that room becomes Violet's. Violet is dealing with a lot of personal issues, including nervously starting middle school, and it doesn't help when she gets sick the first week of school. When she's finally able to return, she's too tired for PE class, so she's sent to study in the library. There she meets a boy named Will who regularly sits out PE due to health reasons. He's researching ghosts and hauntings for a science credit, which Violet finds fascinating. She wants to help her new friend with his project, but her illness returns and she isn't getting better. Visits to multiple doctors lead nowhere, and she ends up homebound in her attic room. The vines on the yellow wallpaper seem to be moving now, and she thinks she sees the shape of a girl trapped beneath them. She's terrified, both of the girl, and her mysterious illness. Loosely based on Charlotte Perkins Gilman's 1892 short story "The Yellow Wallpaper," this is a story about a haunted houseâ€”but it's also a fresh, modern look at unexplained health issues, COVID-19 anxiety, changing friendships, and blended families. VERDICT Compulsively readable and relatable, Ursu's twisty middle grade novel is highly recommended.â€”Mandy LaferriereKirkus Reviews, 10/06/23, This novel set in Minneapolis combines the stress of changes with a haunting.Eleven-year-old Violet is about to enter middle school. If that wasn't anxiety-inducing enough, her mom and stepdad announce that they will be moving. To Violet's relief, she'll still be in the same school district with her two best friends. The move to a larger if decrepit Victorian means that Violet and Mia, her older sister, won't be sharing a room anymore, something Violet has mixed feelings about. Her new attic room is private, but the ugly wallpaper in a mustard-and-green vine-filled pattern is decidedly creepy. Soon after starting school, Violet begins to have nightmares about the wallpaper coming to life, and she starts to feel weak and tired. Doctors can find nothing wrong, and her best friends become skeptical, implying it's all in her head. Meanwhile, Violet tries to navigate the strains of middle school-fitting in and changing friendships-with the ever-increasing menace of the haunted attic and its link, presented possibly as a metaphor, to her chronic illness. This storyline works pretty well, addressing the experience of invisible disabilities, which are too rarely represented in middle-grade fiction, but some readers may wish for the connection between Violet's illness and the ghost to feature a clearer resolution. Violet and her mom are white; Violet's stepfather is Black, and other characters bring diversity in race and sexual orientation.An ambitious presentation exploring resonant themes. (author's note) (Paranormal. 8-12)

9780823454792 Noth The Worst Friend in the World Rellihan, Anne MS
School Library Journal, 02/29/2024
Gr 4–6—Eleven-year old Lou Bennett has been adrift since the 10th day of sixth grade, when a fight with her best friend Francie left her an outcast at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic School. That all changes when the new girl, Cece Clark-Duncan, passes Lou a cryptic note asking to meet. Cece is convinced there's something sinister behind her family's sudden arrival in town and her mother's mysterious absence. Noticing that Lou keeps a Harriet the Spy–inspired notebook full of observations, Cece enlists her help tracking down her mother. With Cece, Lou sees a chance to redo her mistakes with Francie and prove that she can be a trustworthy friend. But Lou soon realizes that Cece's situation may be more complicated than anticipated, and their new relationship might not survive the truth. Flashbacks to Lou and Francie's bond are peppered throughout, slowly building up to the terrible fight that torpedoed their friendship. While the two mysteries lean toward the predictable, there's enough tension to keep readers turning the pages. There are no clear heroes and villains here. Just characters who are realistically flawed, their shortcomings lovingly rendered, and the turmoil of sixth grade friendship empathetically depicted. VERDICT A highly recommended story about friendship, family, and growing pains.—Alia Shields Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 12/31/2023
Grades 4-6 - "*Starred Review* Lou and Francie have been best friends since kindergarten, but now, six years in, Lou senses that Francie is pulling away. Lou reacts harshly, saying hurtful things that she immediately regretted. Even several weeks afterward, she doesn’t know how to mend their friendship. So when 11-year-old Cece, the new girl in their classroom, confides that she was kidnapped by her father and asks for help finding her mother, Lou tries to be the best possible friend: kind, smart, and supportive of Cece’s ideas. But when those ideas include consulting an astrologer and taking a train alone to Kansas City, Lou’s perspective shifts, leaving her torn between her fears of disappointing her friend and her realization that Cece needs far more help than she can give. In her first novel, Rellihan creates an appealing narrator in Lou, who carries a notebook like her literary heroine, Harriet the Spy, and bears a heavy burden of guilt for her cruel words to Francie. Grounded in everyday details of her life in her home, school, and church, Lou’s narrative becomes increasingly involving as she hunts for clues, attempts to evaluate people, debates with herself, and tries to do the right thing. An engaging story told from a convincingly tween-age perspective."

978-1-250-81837-9 Oasis Guojing MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, As this graphic novel opens, JieJie and her younger brother, Didi, press their way through a windswept landscape toward an isolated telephone booth in the desert. It's their way of reaching their mother, who works at a factory in the "paradise" city of Oasis to make ends meet. The next time they try, on Didi's birthday, they don't get through; worried, they trek across a vast wasteland, without water and with only the clothes on their backs, toward Oasis. Along the way, they stumble upon the remnants of an abandoned, obsolete AI robot, which they activate to play the role of a mother. Before long, they develop a loving relationship with this artificial life form, but how will it compare with their real mother? The story unfolds cinematically, with carefully orchestrated images capturing evocative facial expressions in dynamic exchanges between characters seeking refuge and familial reconciliation. Softly shaded charcoal-esque panels (in pencil, toner powder, and digital editing) create a bleak, atmospheric mood, with occasional bursts of vibrant light. Themes of struggling for survival, preserving family connections, embracing humanity, and cultivating love resonate throughout this endearing tale of perseverance marked by hope against all odds.Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Starred Review Inspired by rural China's "left-behind children," award-winning author-illustrator Guojing's poignant postapocalyptic tale follows young DiDi and his older sister determinedly scraping out a lonely existence in a metal hut set in a barren, sand-blown landscape. Navigating with optimism and tenderness, the devoted siblings regularly trek for water and phone calls to their mother, who's toiling far away to earn their admission to the city. One disheartening day, JieJie repairs a broken robot found in a junkyard. Reprogrammed, the AI evolves into a cherished surrogate mother, offering yearned-for food and comfort, as well as glimpses of beauty in a harsh world. When their worried mother defies factory rules to find her children, her angry confrontation leaves the AI incapacitated and DiDi and JieJie desolate. Subtle monochrome art in brilliantly paced, spare panels underscores the emotional depth of this compelling narrative. Textured backgrounds evoke the blurry grit of endless swirling sands, while soft pencil strokes outline the affectingly drawn characters, with merest touches of pale color added to highlight details. Guojing's characterization of the gradually more expressive AI mother is especially lovely; delicate shifts in the sculpted metal lines of the robot's face reveal an emerging humanity. Perfectly blending story and art, this deeply compelling fable assures middle-grade readers that, with resilience, adaptability, and the hope for connection, love can prevail even amid desolation.
978-1-646-14514-0 Okchundang Candy Go, Jung-soon and Park, Aerin MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 02/01/25, Starred Review Although Go's English-language debut oughtfully translated by Park officially recommended for readers ages 10 to 14 years old, this sweet, poignant tale deserves to be appreciated by all audiences, particularly adults with aging parents. Queue the (cathartic) ugly tears, though, and prepare with plenty of tissues. The everlasting love story belongs to Mr. Go Jadong and Ms. Kim Soonim, war orphans who married and had three children, the eldest of whom is Go's father. Go spent every school break with her grandparents, laughingly upholding house rules for toilet paper ("two squares for pee, three for poop"), appreciating silliness ("my grandfather sang me my cartoon theme songs . . . not even close to the original ones on TV"), basking in a "house filled with summer lingering" (power fans, ripe watermelon, afternoon naps). "I loved watching my grandparents being so sweet to each other because my own parents were so busy fighting back home." Grandpa was Grandma's only friend, but Grandpa cared for all pecially those disrespected or dismissed by judgmental strangers. But the joy fades when Grandpa dies; Grandma loses her voice and over two long, lonely decades, gradually shrinks away. Their posthumous reunion near book's end proves heartbreakingly glorious. Go gently illustrates her stupendously affecting narrative in mostly black-and-white, with and without panels, with soft overlays of mostly pastels, making the few pages with bright colors utterly spectacular.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 02/01/25, Go reflects on the experience of watching her beloved grandparents grow older and weakerThe young narrator adores spending time with Grandma and Grandpa. Their interactions have a loving simplicity: Grandpa gently places a hat on Grandma's head when the weather turns hot, and every Jesa Day, when many Korean people honor their ancestors, he gives her a brightly colored okchundang candy. As the book progresses and the narrator matures, Grandpa is diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer, but he initially conceals his illness from everyone except Grandma. Slowly he weakens and dies. Grandma retreats into silence; a doctor diagnoses her with Alzheimer's, and she's admitted to a nursing home. Mirroring the sweet okchundang, her color fades with time. Told from the perspective of an adult Go reminiscing, this graphic memoir, set and originally published in South Korea, takes on aging and death-topics many authors flinch from-with a rare mix of respect, tenderness, and candor. Love is palpable throughout, too: in the grandparents' enduring bond and in scenes of the narrator bathing Grandma and trimming her nails. Go's illustrations have a childlike playfulness that often tempers the heavy subject matter; characters have rounded, oversize heads, while pencil marks are visible throughout. Themes of familial love and loss will pierce readers' hearts while also offering them both windows and mirrors into Korean culture.An achingly lovely work laced with profound truths on love, death, and grief.(Graphic memoir. 10-14)
978-0-06-323814-5 Old School Korman, Gordon MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, When twelve-year-old Dexter, who lives with his grandmother in The Pines, a retirement community, has to attend school for the first time, he doesn't fit in: he dresses and acts like a senior citizen. Then a misunderstanding results in his suspension; the classmates who initially brushed him off now rally around him, bonding with The Pines's residents as well. Told from multiple perspectives, this story features plenty of humor; heartwarming intergenerational friendships; and an appealing and humble protagonistSchool Library Journal, 12/01/24, Gr 3-7, Korman's latest realistic fiction set in a middle school poses a fish-out-of-water scenario. Twelve-year-old Dexter has lived in his grandma's retirement community for the past six years, enjoying homeschooling and friendships with the elderly. But when he's forced to go to public school for the first time, Dexter must learn to be a kid; how to dress, talk slang, and deal with bullies. Dexter doesn't like being at school and his classmates don't seem to care for him either, until an incident rallies the students behind him. Told by various narrators, including a wannabe student reporter, a guidance counselor, and the big man on campus. This title explores the good and bad of public education as different characters try to find their place. While Dexter's musings are thought-provoking, some of the other characters are oversimplified. Savvy readers may question why the guidance counselor sounds less mature than the students, and how Dexter's forced education is due to officials realizing that his grandma listed Dexter as a 60-year-old so she wouldn't have to fill out the paperwork for homeschooling. VERDICT Korman is always a safe bet, and this is no exception. Purchase where his titles do well. Elissa Cooper

9781250326935 Olivetti Millington, Allie MS
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 01/31/2024
A magical typewriter brings healing, reconnection, and new friends to a hurting family. Olivetti, a silent but fully conscious typewriter, has been there since the beginning, living with parents Felix and Beatrice and their children, Ezra, Adalyn, Ernest, and Arlo, a “copper-colored family with eyes as rich as ink.” Olivetti, who even took part in Felix’s proposal to Beatrice, watched playfulness and creativity grow as the children arrived, and he faithfully remembers every single word the people have typed. Then, longing to communicate, he watched the family suffer through Everything That Happened. Which is exactly what seventh grader Ernest is still trying to forget. Constantly carrying his dictionary around, Ernest spends most of his time on the roof away from others, scared of getting close to people for fear of losing them. So, when Beatrice suddenly leaves after taking Olivetti to a pawn shop, grief-stricken Ernest seeks him out and confesses that he fears he’s to blame for her departure. Desperate to help, Olivetti takes the unusual action of breaking typewriterly code: He communicates with Ernest in order to help him. But will it be enough? The chapters are told from Olivetti’s and Ernest’s first-person perspectives and frequently contain flashbacks. Debut author Millington skillfully delivers a complex storyline that deals with heavy topics. With plenty of quotable wisdom, richly textured language, and dry humor, this work reads like a classic. An extraordinary journey that speaks to the “before” and “after” of life-changing events. (Fiction. 10-14)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 12/31/2023
Grades 4-6 - "*Starred Review* An introverted boy and his missing mother’s cherished typewriter plumb forgotten family stories while journeying toward acceptance in this touching middle-grade mystery. The Brindle family swarms distractedly around seventh-grader Ernest, everyone fixed in their ways until the morning Beatrice, his mom, vanishes. This isn’t the family’s first trauma, but, after “Everything That Happened,” Ernest finds an unexpected ally: Olivetti, Beatrice’s classic typewriter, who explains, “We [typewriters] hold thousands of stories. Worlds full of words.” Because Beatrice spilled her “secrets all over [his] keys,” Olivetti breaks his code of silence and recounts Beatrice’s writing to help Ernest trace her. As inanimate narrators go, Olivetti is especially well suited to the task and takes turns with Ernest in lending his perspective to the short chapters. And, as stories about stories go, Olivetti’s and Ernest’s insights about the power of memories, both held and shared, speak volumes. Emotional fragility pervades this introspective debut; sensitive readers should be aware of themes of major illness and its recurrence. Offering a Where’d You Go, Bernadette vibe, with its unspooling of a youth perspective on the adult world, this melancholic yet hopeful pick will appeal to fans of books with nonhuman protagonists and readers who enjoy emotional stories with alternating perspectives, such as Jasmine Warga’s A Rover’s Story (2022) and The Lost Library (2023), by Rebecca Stead and Wendy Mass."

978-1-419-77563-5 On Again, Awkward Again Kelly, Erin Entrada and Mbalia, Kwame MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 04/01/25, Gr 6-10 Pacy and Cecil meet in the nurse's office near the start of their freshman year, and it's anything but cute. The nurse is treating Pacy's busted and profusely bleeding lip, while Cecil has rushed to use the private bathroom when his IBS flares up. Cecil, a drummer and Star Wars expert, designs his own clothes. Somewhat-klutzy Pacy adheres to Star Trek: The Next Generation and feels that the whole student body is filled with "Borgs" assimilated and boring. Neither is looking for love, but each feels butterflies immediately when they meet. When they both get added to the freshman formal committee, they get a chance to know one another better, but the mishaps begin to add up. The twist to this quite adorable novel, told by Pacy and Cecil in alternating chapters, is not will they get together, but how can they possibly get together when the universe seems to be conspiring against them? Collaborators Kelly (a two-time Newbery winner) and Mbalia (of "Tristan Strong" fame) match each other word for word with moments that are both laugh-out-loud and tender. Some subplots might not completely come to fruition, but the lead characters and their supportive friends and family make this book rise above its plot. Readers will want to spend time with these characters, even once Pacy and Cecil become one of "those" couples. Pacy is Filipino American; Cecil is Black. VERDICT Completely charming and pithy, with laughs galore, this romance should be in all middle school and high school collections. Kate FlemingALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, Being a teenager is hard enough, but when you add in being a freshman in high school and experiencing love at first sight? The indignities never end! Pacy Mercado and Cecil Holloway fall into a crush with each other the second they meet, awkwardly, in the nurse's office on the first day of high school. After being thrown together to plan the freshman formal, their crushes deepen, but they're each unsure if they will be able to overcome the obstacles to get together. Between allergic reactions, questionable advice from friends and family, and their own insecurities, Pacy and Cecil will have to work hard to make their love a reality. This charming early YA novel, cowritten by award-winning middle-grade authors Kelly and Mbalia, occupies a much-needed space on the shelf as it features younger teenagers. Written in dual third-person point of view, it will have teens of all ages busting a gut laughing at the protagonists' antics. A refreshingly honest look at the beauty d embarrassment love.
978-0-593-64998-5 On Guard! Wasserman, Cassidy MS Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, A tween seeks refuge in an after-school fencing club while trying to weather challenging life situations and relationshipsGracie Collins has just started seventh grade, and it seems like her world is falling apart: Her parents recently announced they're divorcing, and her former best friend, Ava, abruptly ended their friendship. In addition, Gracie's relationship with her self-absorbed mother is poor. Her mom lacks self-awareness and struggles to accept Gracie for who she is. Rather than eat alone in the cafeteria, Gracie finds refuge in the gym, where she watches the school's fencing team practice. Urged by her father to join a club to make friends, Gracie, who reads white, lands on fencing, which leads to new friendships with light-skinned, auburn-haired Asher, who usesthey/them pronouns, and brown-skinned Nia, who wears a hijab. With appeal for fans of Sarah Sax's The Brinkley Yearbooks series and Jessixa Bagley and Aaron Bagley'sDuel, this series opener uses Gracie's relationships with her father and with fencing as vehicles for her emotional growth that provide her with tools to build the self-confidence she needs. The mood of the story shifts among feelings of loneliness, anger, and joy. The simple, shaded monochromatic backgrounds have the appearance of sponge painting, spotlighting the characters' expressive facial expressions and body language and mirroring the complexity of Gracie's shifting emotions.Readers will commiserate with the emotional journeys in this simply presented, deeply affecting story. (fencing facts, author's note, concept art)(Graphic fiction. 9-13)School Library Journal, 05/01/25, Gr 4-6 Grace has a lot to worry about as she starts seventh grade. At the end of the previous school year, her best friend Ava told her she didn't want to be friends anymore, trading Grace for a more popular group of kids. Grace's parents' constant fighting finally reached its peak that summer too, resulting in a divorce. Grace now lives with her dad and still sees her mom on the weekends, but her mom doesn't understand Grace, often treating her more like a fun accessory than a real person. Grace's first day of school is as bad as she expected, but while hiding out in the gym during lunch, she ends up sitting in on the eighth grade fencing team's daily practice. Her interest is piqued, and Grace soon joins the club and makes a new friend, Asher, who is just as passionate about fencing. While fencing gives Grace an opportunity to center herself and work through her emotions, her life doesn't calm down. Readers follow her as tensions with her mom escalate, and then as she spirals thinking Asher is trading her for a new friend. While this title doesn't stand out among the plethora of friendship-driven middle school graphic novels, it is a solid coming-of-age story. Kids who simply can't find enough of these types of graphic novels will devour this one, and it's a great choice for fans of The Tryout , Duel , and Nat Enough . VERDICT With plenty of ups and downs, this middle school sports story will appeal to fans of friendship-themed narratives. Annamarie Carlson
978-0-593-64844-5 On the Block: Stories of Home Oh, Ellen MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 12/09/24, Starred Review From first crushes to family dynamics to a not-spooky ghost story, this middle-grade anthology is a mosaic of experiences, people, cultures, and friendships. The Entrada apartment building is home to a variety of families, many of whom are brought together by the building's youngest residents. Intersectional, interconnecting stories by 12 authors pinpoint specific moments in the characters' lives, whether they're coping with financial insecurity, dealing with damaged reputations, finding friends, discovering a sense of home in a new place, or solving a mystery, among other adventures. Each author populates their story with believable characters and relatable plots, culminating in a collection where each story can stand alone yet shines brightest when viewed as a whole collection. The ways in which these characters' lives overlap is authentic, showing a community growing and changing without ever veering into message-y territory. Whether the family is first-generation immigrant or their relatives immigrated a few generations ago, the Entrada community celebrates the differences in their heritages and holds space for every resident. Edited by We Need Diverse Books founding board member Oh, these stories ebb and flow together in such a way that the reader feels like a resident of the Entrada, and thus part of a vibrant, loving community where everyone can belong.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, We Need Diverse Books co-founder Oh follows upFlying Lessons & Other Stories (2017) with a collection of 12 interwoven, slice-of-life tales from acclaimed middle-grade authorsIn an unnamed American city stands a (potentially haunted) yellow apartment building called the Entrada, where aromas of food and loud sounds set the tone for a summer of communal living. DesirÃ©e, apparently of West Indian descent, helps Ro perform a lion dance for her Chinese school. Yaniel learns about his abuela's history in Cuba while contemplating his feelings for Filipina American Pacy, aStar Trek aficionado with a crush on him. Many kids are first- or second-generation immigrants, and their cultures intermingle in authentic ways. Angel's family is late on the rent, and his parents' memories of their home city, Sephardic-founded Monterrey, Mexico, leads them to feel confident reaching out to their white Jewish landlords for help. Vietnamese American Hao discovers the ghost he's been seeing around the building has a connection to Mr. Joe, the Italian American barber. Though each story was written by a different author-among them Tracey Baptiste, Adam Gidwitz, and Erin Entrada Kelly-they nevertheless coalesce into a rich depiction of a loving community. With candor and sensitivity, the authors take on both lighthearted issues such as burgeoning romance as well as more serious ones, including bigotry and the harsh realities of the American dream.A superbly rendered love letter to identity and heritage. (foreword by Meg Medina)(Anthology. 8-12)
978-1-250-32698-0 Once for Yes Millington, Allie MS ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, Millington's wholesome sophomore tearjerker (following Olivetti, 2024) has readers again rooting for a lovingly dysfunctional family as an inanimate narrator intervenes to help a struggling tween set them straight. Gentrification has come for the Odenburgh, a hardened red-brick building with as many rats as quirky residents. As demolition nears, Prue, from 4C, crosses paths with Lewis, who lives across the street. Both Prue and Lewis cling to place-anchored memories of Prue's late sister, Lina, and decide to partner to disrupt the Odenburgh's demise. Loneliness is a pervasive theme, and the building's jaded but pitiable voice employs playful phrasing amid many metaphor-laden, folksy descriptors. While every character carries some sadness, 11-year-old Prue's private continuation of a pretend late-night show she and her sisters used to put on strikes a particularly melancholic chord. Prue and Lewis' efforts to save the Odenburgh spur an artful act of tenant resistance that builds community. But will it be enough to save their home? A poignant pick with a delightfully old-fashioned sensibility for fans of Chrystal D. Giles' Take Back the Block (2021).Horn Book, 04/01/25, Millington's debut (Olivetti, rev. 5/24) was about a sentient typewriter, and this offering begins with the observations of the Odenburgh, an apartment building and one of several narrative perspectives in a quirky and affecting novel. A year after the death of her sister Lina, Prue Laroe is dreading her own upcoming birthday. She's about to turn twelve, the age Lina was when she died. Their grieving family, including parents and a teenage sister, lives in the fifty-year-old building, the place where Prue feels closest to Lina. After finding out that the Odenburgh has been sold and is slated for demolition, Prue tries to rally the occupants to save their home. She's assisted by an earnest across-the-street neighbor who, as she discovers, knew her sister -- and by the building itself. The story offers day-in-the-life glimpses of engaging secondary characters with various opinions about the demolition and sometimes surprising connections to the Laroe family's tragedy. "What was worse -- never knowing and always wondering? Or knowing and always wishing it were different?" asks Prue as more details about her sister's death emerge. Although things don't go exactly as planned, by the end our protagonist has gained some level of healing and the ability to move forward
978-0-8234-5632-1 Once They See You: 13 Stories to Shiver and Shock Allen, Josh MS Horn Book, 08/01/24, In the harrowing world of these thirteen creative short stories, bicycles can be demonic, your classmates might be zombies, and a fortune cookie might contain more than a harmless slip of paper. In a third collection of scary tales, Allen (Out to Get You; Only if You Dare, rev. 9/21) taps into the "what-ifs": what if, instead of your feeling like the invisible middle child, everyone truly forgot that you existed? What if, instead of your growing out of being afraid of creatures in the dark, those very creatures were just waiting for you to turn out the light and take your time hopping into bed? What if nobody in your new class believed that your old house was haunted by a ghost girl who wanted to chop off your fingers? Coleman's grayscale illustrations match the mild horror of the narratives, which, while not particularly gory, are not for the faint of heart. (Many of the stories' endings imply that the child protagonists die horrible deaths.) The dark fates and creepy buildups will appeal strongly to young readers who love to indulge their fears, and the stories are compelling enough to be read in one or two sittings. Fans of Schwartz's Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark (rev. 2/82) will have a great time reading this collection -- although, maybe, a hard time falling asleep.Kirkus Reviews, Thirteen more terrifying tales.Following Only if You Dare (2021), Allen and Coleman's latest set of horror shorts for middle-grade readers once more strikes the perfect balance for its intended audience-frightening but never overly disturbing. This time around, ordinary objects reveal their true natures. Anything from a breakfast pastry to a sleeping bag could be a potentially deadly hazard, while familiar fears are proved not to be unfounded in this gruesome collection. In "Fortune," after a middle child who's always felt overlooked by his family receives a blank fortune cookie paper, he becomes literally invisible to the world; in "El Diablo," a bicycle has a mind of its own. A piano student realizes that her instrument may require a more painful sacrifice than her time and energy in "Sweat, Tears, Blood." The main characters aren't always on the receiving end of the danger, however-Damien has finally had enough of being called every name except his own in "The Emperor of Thumbtacks." Determined to be seen as "The Opposite of Cute," Emree inadvertently becomes a vampire when she purchases the wrong Halloween costume. The suspenseful tone and creeping dread aren't hampered by the stories' short lengths, and Coleman's dark, unsettling full-page illustrations further heighten the horror and add to the appeal of this well-paced, compelling anthology. Character names cue some racial diversity.Superbly scary. (Horror. 8-13)
9798368760735 
978-0-06-293559-5 One crazy summer : the graphic novel adaptation of the Newbery Honor bookWilliams-Garcia, Rita MS School Library Journal starred (April 1, 2025) Gr 3-7-A summer trip from New York to California offers three sisters profound, funny, and sometimes difficult lessons in the nature of family and the complexities of racial identity. In the late 1960s, Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern live with their father and their proper, strict grandma, but embark on a trip to visit their estranged mother on the opposite coast. On arrival, they find their mother distant and harsh-she doesn't cook, she doesn't hug, and she sends them off most days to the Black Panther's free breakfast and summer camp program. Each sister reacts differently: Delphine acts as a surrogate parent, upholding Grandma's old-fashioned values; Vonetta longs to fit in with kids with radically minded parents; and Fern, who was an infant when their mother left, wonders why her mom won't call her by her name. This graphic adaptation of Williams-Garcia's novel of the same name captures the intricacies of an essential cultural moment in Black history, while remaining intimate, humorous, and heartrending. In particular, the girls' realization of how much their mother's political convictions matter to the local community will deeply affect readers as well. Miller's bright, energetic illustrations work perfectly to help readers experience the story through a child's watchful eyes. VERDICT The personal is profoundly political, and a specific experience feels universally meaningful in this fantastic graphic novel, highly recommended for all middle grade readers.-Emilia Packard © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews starred (March 15, 2025) Three sisters travel cross-country to reconnect with the mother who left them behind years ago in this graphic novel adaptation of Williams-Garcia’s highly acclaimed, award-winning 2010 novel. In the summer of 1968, the Gaither sisters—Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern—leave Brooklyn to visit their mother in Oakland. When they arrive, their mother, Cecile, isn’t particularly welcoming, and Delphine finds herself advocating for her younger sisters’ needs. On their first morning, Cecile sends them to the People’s Center for breakfast and lessons provided by the Black Panthers. Interacting with the other children leads to some sisterly friction, and once again Delphine wishes Cecile would assume a motherly role. But Delphine continues to find ways to keep her sisters engaged, as Cecile expects. After an excursion to San Francisco, the girls return to find the police arresting Cecile and some of her Black Panther acquaintances. Community members help the girls, and adults at the People’s Center plan a rally in the local park, where youngest sister Fern speaks up and surprises the entire community with her revealing insights. As the girls prepare to return home, Cecile and Delphine finally speak frankly, and Delphine begins to understand her mother. Retaining the lively dialogue and strong characterization of the original, this version is enhanced by the wonderfully expressive drawings and use of vibrant color as well as black-and-white panels that highlight the storytelling. A fresh take for a beloved story that will introduce it to a wider audience. (Graphic historical fiction. 8-12)

9781484785065 Only the Good Spy Young Carter, Ally MS
School Library Journal, 10/31/2010
Gr 6–10—Cameron Morgan's junior year at an elite spy school is off to an inauspicious start. She's lured away from her friends, held hostage by a former teacher-turned-rogue, and given the cryptic message: "follow the pigeons." Cammie knows the Circle (evil terrorist operatives so secret many doubt their existence) is still after her. Gallagher Academy is now on a ridiculously high security alert and everyone, including teachers and friends, is suspect. Questions abound. Who can Cammie trust? Why does the Circle want her? And can she possibly have a relationship with super-cute double-agent Zach? Reading the first three books in the series is helpful but not necessary. There's enough background information to bring readers up to speed on Cammie's world and past adventures. Humorous, fast-paced fun.—Kelly Roth, Bartow County Public Library, Cartersville, GA Copyright 2010 Reed Business Information.

Horn Book Guide, 03/31/2011
In her fourth adventure, teenage spy-in-training Cammie is still being pursued by the mysterious Circle of Cavan. Now she's also forced to consider that her favorite teacher, another new teacher, and her crush might all be out to get her. In this suspenseful spy adventure, the line between good and evil blurs as Cammie and her friends try to discover the truth.

978-1-250-90878-0 Onyx and Beyond McBride, Amber MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, Onyx has a secretIt's 1970, and following the death of his grandmother, Onyx, a 12-year-old Black boy, is left living alone with his mother, who has early onset dementia. Fearing losing Mama, too, he keeps her condition a secret from everyone and instead vows to make sure that he keeps up the show of everything being OK at home. His days are filled with completing chores, leaving sticky notes for Mama to read when she wakes up, attending Catholic school, and catching up with his cousins and other relatives when he can. Onyx relies on the knowledge passed on to him by his grandmother to manage their Alexandria, Virginia, home-shopping for groceries and preparing simple meals for himself and his mother. As her condition begins to worsen, however, he desperately tries to find a way to help Mama get her memories back. Facing the looming threat of a home visit by social workers, Onyx takes bigger and bigger risks in his attempts to return his mother to her former self. Written in verse through the eyes of a child, the novel tackles complex topics honestly yet hopefully. As readers follow Onyx in his endeavors to help his mother, they're also given a glimpse into being a young Black boy who, for all his troubles in life, has just as many joyful moments with his family and friends.A story of perseverance and love. (author's note)(Verse historical fiction. 8-12)School Library Journal Starred Review, 09/01/24, Gr 3-7 It's 1970. Onyx, 12, lives in Alexandria, VA, with a huge secret. His mama isn't like other momsâ€”she sleeps during the day and has difficulty remembering certain facts, like how Onyx's gran passed away two years ago. Onyx must keep her early onset dementia a secret so they aren't separated by social services. Consequently, Onyx is self-sufficient, doing laundry and fixing meals for them both. Onyx's pops and extended family, living in Washington, D.C., don't realize how dire the situation has become. Plagued by loneliness, Onyx tries to fix things the only way he can imagine how. He draws inspiration from African folktales, where his captive ancestors grew wings to escape bondage and fly home. Can Onyx harness the inner strength to grow wings and save his mama? Or is it time to ask for help? Onyx is an empathetic, introspective kid whose actions are relatable to anyone who's had to grow up too fast. Although his feelings of isolation are palpable, his community quietly supports him. References to space travel, school desegregation, and the assassinations of Dr. King and Malcolm X firmly root the story in Onyx's time and place. Although the resolution is a bit too tidy, readers will appreciate the optimistic ending. The story is based on the life of the author's father, who grew up in Alexandria and whose mother has dementia. VERDICT A beautifully told novel in verse about family and community. Recommended for all middle grade collections. Hannah Grasse
978-0-06-332649-1 Opal Watson: Private Eye Thurman, Brittany J. MS School Library Journal starred (April 1, 2025) Gr 5 Up-Thurman's engaging middle grade mystery introduces the sharp and observant Opal Watson, a budding detective navigating life's challenges while solving puzzles within her historic Chicago apartment building. After spending the summer in New Orleans with her beloved grandmother, 12-year-old Opal returns home to find her family's building in the midst of stressful renovations. Strange noises, mysterious drafts, and growing tensions among residents spark her curiosity. Using her keen observational skills and her trusty cane, Pinkerton, she unravels secrets that could change everything for her family, friends, and the community she holds dear. Opal, who is Black, is a relatable protagonist readers will root for. Her detective instincts are balanced with the everyday concerns of middle school (friendships, schoolwork, and family dynamics), making her an engaging and well-rounded character. The novel thoughtfully explores themes of resilience, identity, and community, while seamlessly incorporating Opal's experience with retinitis pigmentosa. Her use of a cane, her awareness of her surroundings, and her independence are depicted with nuance and care, offering meaningful representation that never feels forced. Fans of the Opal Watson: Private Eye podcast will appreciate the references to past cases, creating a natural bridge from the audio drama to this novel. It's a smart, layered mystery with an unforgettable heroine, ideal for readers who enjoy a slow-burning puzzle with rich character development and a strong sense of place. VERDICT A must-buy for middle grade collections, especially where contemporary mysteries circulate well.-Rose Garrett © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews starred (March 1, 2025) Three siblings continue their immigrant journeys in 1980s California. In this sequel to Parachute Kids (2023), sixth grader Feng-Ling (Ann), older brother Ke-Gāng (Jason), and oldest sister Jia-Xi (Jessie) share their first experiences of Halloween trick-or-treating, a Thanksgiving turkey dinner, and a Christian church service, allowing them to socialize even as they hide their status as undocumented minors whose parents back in Taiwan are still awaiting travel visas. Life gets even more complicated when a visit by two relatives introduces unwelcome dynamics and triggers plot twists and turns that force the siblings to reevaluate their actions, circumstances, and relationships. The central conflict sparking from Ann’s falling-out with their 11-year-old cousin, Ting-Ting (Josephine)—a violin prodigy bound for an elite music school in Los Angeles who also speaks four languages—climaxes in a dangerous situation that the siblings must face as a team. The resourceful trio adapt to their latest challenge and resolve to “make it work.” The closing dedication—“To all kids facing adversity”—boosts the can-do message. The brisk, well-crafted dialogue and attractive, comic-style drawings support the narrative flow, weaving in intercultural perspectives that are at once humorous and relatable while candidly addressing difficult issues, societal controversies, and sensitive interpersonal matters: teenage romance, bullying, racism, gender stereotypes, undocumented immigration, and exploitation of the vulnerable. Tugs at the heartstrings and will spark important, age-appropriate conversations on pertinent, broadly relevant topics. (author’s note) (Graphic fiction. 9-13)
978-0-593-85645-1 Oppenheimer and the Atomic Bomb: Young Readers Edition of AMERICAN PROMETHEUSSherwin, Martin J. and Bird, Kai MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, Starred Review This superb adaptation of the Pulitzer Prize winning biography American Prometheus introduces young readers to the life and work of J. Robert Oppenheimer, "father of the atomic bomb." As a teenager, Robert was unusually awkward but brilliant. Meanwhile, he had discovered a passion for science from an early age, and it was as a student at Harvard that he fell in love with physics. This would lead him to the study of quantum mechanics and, ultimately, to his position as director of the Manhattan Project at Los Alamos, where the atomic bomb was developed and built and where he proved to be a "charismatic intellectual leader." In time he would become "one of the most famous, consequential, and controversial scientists in the modern age" ontroversial in part because he had years before been friends with people who were communists. Lewis Strauss, chair of the Atomic Energy Commission, who hated Oppenheimer, used this fact in part to destroy the scientist, who nevertheless continued to serve as director of the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton University. Unfortunately, a lifelong habit of chain smoking led to cancer, which ultimately killed him. Eric Singer has done a remarkably good job of adapting American Prometheus for young readers. The result is an undivided pleasure to read, excellent for classroom use as well as independent reading. Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, A meticulous account of the rise and fall of a brilliant scientistThough only around half the page length of the prize-winningAmerican Prometheus (2005), the inspiration for the 2023 film, this bulky adaptation for young people still bulges with finely chopped details. The authors cover Oppenheimer's life, from houses and horses to the kangaroo court government hearing that led to his instant downfall from "America's darling physicist" to "the most prominent victim of the McCarthy era." Disappointingly, readers willing to stay the course won't find the original's probing study of the scientific breakthroughs and engineering miracles that Oppenheimer presided over as director of the Manhattan Project, which engendered the first nuclear weapons. What still emerges very clearly is how the conflict between his deep moral sensibility and his equally profound love for scientific truth and the country that betrayed him made him a tragic hero in the classic vein. The major figures are white, but the authors properly acknowledge the government's cavalier displacement of Latine farmers around Los Alamos and the Micronesian residents of the Bikini Atoll, along with the relentless toll radioactive dust has taken on these communities. The authors also repeatedly note that Japanese leaders were maneuvering toward surrender even as the U.S. government killed hundreds of thousands of civilians in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.A searching, scorching study of a complex character, trimmed but still weighed down by too much minor detail. (note from Sherwin, adapter's note, list of historical figures, endnotes, photo credits, index)(Nonfiction. 11-16)
978-1-459-83670-9 Our Plastic Problem: A Call for Global Solutions Durnford, Megan MS ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Plastic emerged in the 1950s as a "miracle material" that was inexpensive to produce, impervious to liquids, and easy to shape into different functional forms, depending on the product's intended use. Plastic has been used to solve problems in home kitchens, and it has provided useful, disposable health-care supplies for use in hospitals. Many plastic products can be recycled, but much more is simply discarded. Unfortunately, it does not rot or degrade. It simply breaks into smaller and smaller pieces that become part of the land, the oceans, and even our bodies when it is ingested. Microplastics have become a problem in oceans, where sea creatures often mistake them for food. After explaining the drawbacks connected with plastics, Durnford describes some international efforts to lessen their negative effects on the environment, and she praises several global problem-solving initiatives. Like other books in the Orca Footprints series, this volume is accessible, broadly informative, and illustrated with many pertinent color photos. A timely introduction to a serious environmental issue.Kirkus Reviews, It's essential, it's ubiquitous, and it doesn't go away when it's discarded-so what can we do about the growing problem of plastics pollutionDubbing waste plastics the second-greatest threat to our environment (after climate change), Durnford effectively communicates a sense of urgency. Rather than laying out doomsday scenarios, however, she focuses on potential ways to reduce the use of plastic, and to reuse it. She readily admits that "we are all completely dependent on plastic" and points to large- and small-scale efforts to reduce the amount of plastic in our food chains, from experimental filters for the Great Pacific Garbage Patch and four other floating oceanic "soups" to chai vendors along Indian railways who are switching from plastic cups to disposable clay ones. Keenly aware that the crisis has social as well as environmental effects, the author notes that U.S. communities of color are disproportionately affected by hazardous emissions caused by the production of plastic. And her observation that waste plastics are often sent by wealthier countries to developing nations underscores the need for regulatory initiatives on an international level. Young eco-activists will also find general guidelines for localized projects, as well as specific instructions for laundering clothing to reduce microfiber shedding, among other immediately applicable advice. Stock photos of racially and culturally diverse groups of smiling young people join revealing views of factories, brightly colored plastic items, and cluttered beaches and landfills.Accentuates the positive without minimizing the issue's scope. (resource lists, glossary, index)(Nonfiction. 8-11)
978-1-338-83272-3
9798368749686 Outsider Kids Tang, Betty C. MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, Tang continues the saga of the Lin family begun in the graphic novel Parachute Kids (rev. 5/23). In 1981, the family left Taiwan in search of a better life, making their home in a Los Angeles suburb. When the parents returned to Taiwan to earn a living, the children -- Feng-Ling (Ann), Ke-Gang (Jason), and Jia-Xi (Jessie) -- were forced to fend for themselves and adapt to American culture. Here the three siblings face challenges including complicated relationships rife with drama and an overshadowing and persistent anxiety due to their undocumented immigration status. Sixth grader Ann auditions for a summer music youth band; high-schooler Jason develops a crush on classmate Alex; and Jessie stresses over getting into Harvard. Meanwhile, their spoiled cousin Ting-Ting (Josephine), a violin virtuosa, arrives from Taiwan and flaunts her cosmopolitan education, stylish fashion, linguistic fluency, and acceptance into the prestigious Music Institute of Los Angeles. However, Josephine must give up her place at M.I.L.A. and return to Taiwan when her parents decide to divorce; she takes out her disappointment on the Lins, creating a very tense situation for her cousins and necessitating a nerve-wracking overnight move. Vibrantly colored panels add occasional comic relief while exploring themes of family, friendship, belonging, queer sexuality, and the sense of loss that reflects true-to-life immigrant experiences. Overall, perseverance and the enduring triumph of the human spirit propel the Lin siblings on their journey to realizing the American dream.Kirkus Reviews, 05/29/25, Three siblings continue their immigrant journeys in 1980s CaliforniaIn this sequel toParachute Kids (2023), sixth grader Feng-Ling (Ann), older brother Ke-GÃ„Â�ng (Jason), and oldest sister Jia-Xi (Jessie) share their first experiences of Halloween trick-or-treating, a Thanksgiving turkey dinner, and a Christian church service, allowing them to socialize even as they hide their status as undocumented minors whose parents back in Taiwan are still awaiting travel visas. Life gets even more complicated when a visit by two relatives introduces unwelcome dynamics and triggers plot twists and turns that force the siblings to reevaluate their actions, circumstances, and relationships. The central conflict sparking from Ann's falling-out with their 11-year-old cousin, Ting-Ting (Josephine)-a violin prodigy bound for an elite music school in Los Angeles who also speaks four languages-climaxes in a dangerous situation that the siblings must face as a team. The resourceful trio adapt to their latest challenge and resolve to "make it work." The closing dedication-"To all kids facing adversity"-boosts the can-do message. The brisk, well-crafted dialogue and attractive, comic-style drawings support the narrative flow, weaving in intercultural perspectives that are at once humorous and relatable while candidly addressing difficult issues, societal controversies, and sensitive interpersonal matters: teenage romance, bullying, racism, gender stereotypes, undocumented immigration, and exploitation of the vulnerable.Tugs at the heartstrings and will spark important, age-appropriate conversations on pertinent, broadly relevant topics. (author's note)(Graphic fiction. 9-13)
978-1-534-49994-2 Painting the Game MacLachlan, Patricia MS ALA Booklist, 10/04/24, Eleven-year-old Lucy Chance adores both her parents: Mom, a painter, and Dad, a minor league baseball pitcher. Lucy spends her summer playing for her school's baseball team (the Yard Goats, named for the goats that live next to the diamond) and secretly developing her own pitching skills, particularly the very tricky knuckleball. When Dad is invited to join the Red Sox, Lucy is offered the opportunity to throw out the first pitch at his first major league game, and she wonders if she is up to the challenge. This final middle-grade novel from the late, Newbery-winning author MacLachlan offers her signature lyric language delivered in spare but satisfying prose. Lucy and the other characters (particularly Dad's catcher-partner, Edgar, and his talented dog, Ruby) are well-developed and complex, and information about the psychology behind baseball strategy is deftly woven into the narrative. Although there's not much conflict beyond the well-meant secrets that Lucy and her family keep from one another, this will appeal to baseball fans and those looking for warm family dynamics.Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, This posthumously published final novel from the Newbery-winning author follows a young girl determined to master throwing a knuckleball.A knuckleball-11-year-old Lucy Chance's father's signature pitch-can dip and weave like magic. "You let it fly," says Lucy's dad, a pitcher for the minor league Salem Red Sox. Writing in her signature spare, impressionistic prose, MacLachlan conjures up a similar magic, surrounding Lucy with a tightknit cast of loving, supportive characters. Lucy's father hopes to move up to the major leagues and encourages her passion for the sport. Her perceptive mother, a painter, draws parallels between Lucy's father's love of baseball and her own artistic talents ("Think of him trying to paint the game. Like me painting a picture"), while Edgar Vazquez, her father's best friend and a catcher for the Sox, is a steady, calming presence. Lucy's best friends and baseball teammates, cousins Robin and Tex, help her secretly practice her knuckleball. Though the novel is light on plot, it nevertheless immerses readers in Lucy's world, capturing characters' seemingly small but deeply meaningful victories: a successful game for Lucy, a beautiful sketch drawn by her mother, words of praise from a major league scout who's observed her father. Everyone wins in this gentle, low-key sports story. Physical descriptions of characters are minimal; Edgar mentions growing up in Puerto Rico.Quietly joyful and triumphant. (Fiction. 8-13)
978-1-419-78269-5
9798368781082 Partypooper Kinney, Jeff MS Diary of Wimpy Kid - Next in Series
978-0-8234-5855-4 Peachaloo in Bloom Raschka, Chris MS Kirkus Reviews, 01/01/25, A quick-witted preteen challenges a country club tycoon while visiting her grandmother's peculiar hometownAfter inquisitive 12-year-old Peachaloo Piccolozampa is stung by a wasp at her grandmother Helena's favorite swimming spot in Fourwords, Pennsylvania, she acquires EWP-extra wasp perception-which allows her to understand the real meaning behind people's words. Peachaloo applies her new skill when Major Gasbag and Georgie, his grandson, arrive in town after purchasing the historical Ajax Mansion, which once belonged to a community of rope-jumping craftspeople and artisans with a love of nature and no use for luxury. Major Gasbag plans to fence off the forest and other natural resources around the mansion, including Helena's swimming hole, and build a country club accessible only to wealthy townspeople. In this quirky and whimsically narrated small-town story, Helena, Peachaloo, and best friend Lily protest Major Gasbag's plans, all while preparing for the annual end-of-summer pageant. Simple, stylized line illustrations accompany the text, bringing the town of Fourwords to life. Humor joins clever dialogue and an engaging plot that will sweep readers away to a whirlwind ending. Peachaloo limps due to having one leg that's shorter; she takes pride in her physical difference and loves her cane. Main characters are cued white. Lily reports an odd exchange after asking her father, Ira Schwartz, whether their surname, which meansblack, means they have Black ancestry; he says maybe someone in their family was a soot-covered chimney sweep or just black-haired.Eccentricity abounds in this fantastical underdog tale of natural and historical preservation.(Fiction. 10-13) Publishers Weekly, 01/01/25, Optimistic 12-year-old Peachaloo Piccolozampa, who has â€œuneven legs,â€� is enjoying summer break with her town historian grandmother in rural Appalachian Fourwords, Pa., when she learns that the beloved local swimming hole and woods are to be torn down and replaced with a golf course. She also finds that a waspâ€™s sting has endowed her with the power, dubbed Extra Wasp Perception, to discern the truth behind peoplesâ€™ lies. As Peachaloo participates in various seasonal activitiesâ€”including garneringa starring role in Fourwordsâ€™s annual pageant celebrating a thwarted historical bank robberyâ€”she and her feisty grandmother face off against scheming newcomer Major Gasbag, whose plot to construct an opulent resort contradicts the wishes of the enigmatic organization that previously owned the property. But the signed testament to that deal is missing, so Peachaloo uses her EWP to crack the case. Rambling omniscient narration from an observant, good-humored townsperson imparts a cozy atmosphere, as well as occasionally and straightforwardly detailing ableist commentary from Peachalooâ€™s peers. Loose blackline illustrations by Caldecott Medalist Raschka depict the eclectic small-town cast with fluid forms; the protagonistsâ€™ skin tones echo the white of the page. Ages 10â€“up. Agent: Brenda Bowen, Book Group. (July)
979-87-656-1052-7 Pecan Sheller Ruiz-Flores, Lupe MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Starred Review In 1937 in San Antonio, Texas, 13-year-old Petra Navarro quits school due to her father's sudden death and her family's precarious financial situation. With a stepmother and two young siblings, the family does not have enough money for necessities. An eager student, Petra sadly begins a low-paying full-time job as a pecan sheller. Set over a year, the story follows how Petra matures and learns about life while working at the factory. Horrified by the poor working conditions and devastated by the death of a friend due to tuberculosis, Petra joins a labor strike despite her stepmother's strong objections. Facing wage cuts, the workers strike and face police brutality and unjust arrest. Petra's character development is inspiring, and the relationship between her and her stepmother exhibits a relatable and touchingly satisfying arc that allows the two to become closer after Petra learns of her stepmother's tragic past. The narrative explores the tense and unjust situations that exist between the Mexican American laborers and the police, the city government, and the exploitative owners of the factories. A powerful, moving story explores the little-known but important story of the six-week pecan shellers' strike. An author's note explaining the role of Emma Tenayuca and the Fair Standards Labor Act's impact on the pecan shellers' strike concludesStarred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, In San Antonio, Texas, in 1937, a 13-year-old must drop out of school to shell pecans to help support her familyNothing has been the same since Petra's father suddenly died. First her distraught stepmother, AmÃ¡, couldn't get out of bed. Now AmÃ¡ is forcing Petra to quit the school she loves and go to work with her in a pecan-shelling factory to keep them from losing their home. Still dealing with her own grief, Petra struggles to hold on to her dream of returning to school and becoming a writer when hope feels futile. The factory conditions are terrible. Many of the workers become sick with lung conditions linked to inhaling pecan dust in the poorly ventilated space. Workers labor for mere pennies under an uncaring boss. Some of her older co-workers resent Petra for even landing the job, upset that she may be displacing them. Readers' hearts will go out to smart, kind Petra, who's forced to bear intense adult pressures while still a child. When tragedy strikes, and the boss threatens to cut their already meager wages, Petra and her co-workers risk everything to fight for their rights and unionize. Petra also learns more about her Mexican American community and the horrors they endured during the Mexican Revolution. The story deftly explores the nuances of both Petra's and AmÃ¡'s relationship and traumas, as well as the strength and hope to be found in family and community.A poignant, beautifully written tale. (author's note, discussion questions)(Historical fiction. 10-14)
978-1-665-96724-2 Pennies Senf, Lora MS Kirkus Reviews, Twelve-year-old Mae Von Rathe and her friends are on a dangerous mission to find people who have disappeared into the otherworldly Dark Sun Side of Blight HarborIn a return to the series, this stand-alone prequel takes place during the summer of 1921 and is narrated by Mae, the great-great-aunt of Evie Von Rathe from 2022'sThe Clackity. When friends Mae, Lark, Claret, and Brigid discover that Brigid's cousin Emmi has disappeared, they're sure that her creepy on-again, off-again boyfriend, Johnny, is responsible. Soliciting the help of ghosts and relying on some magic and supernatural powers of their own, the friends enter a hole in the ground that takes them to the Dark Sun Side, where they face off against magical creatures, ghosts, and threads of the evil that plagued Evie in the original trilogy. Returning fans will enjoy references to the books, but no prior knowledge is required for new readers to enter this haunted world, which comes to life through Senf's rich, atmospheric writing. The spooks offer high stakes that are framed in a way that's appropriate for the target audience. Above all, the sisterhood among the girls is touching and feels believably nuanced, highlighting bonds that only time and trust can forge. CÃ¡ceres' eerie black-and-white illustrations appear throughout, helping to bring scenes to life and matching the tone of the story. Lark has light brown skin, and the other girls are cued white.A compelling and imaginative bookend to a strong series.(Horror. 9-12)Booklist starred October 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 3 Grades 4-7. The people of Blight Harbor are no strangers to strange happenings. As residents of the seventh-most haunted town in America, they’re used to the sight of ghosts and having vampires for neighbors. They’re even fine with the occasional appearance of portals to a perilous underworld—where a dark sun hangs in a bruise-colored sky—so long as those doors are quickly sealed shut by the ever-vigilant townspeople. But a recent string of disappearances has everyone on edge, and when friends Mae, Lark, Brigid, and Claret stumble upon a door that none of the adults seem to see, they can’t shake the feeling it’s somehow connected. Then Brigid’s cousin, Emilia, goes missing, and the group suspects that Johnny Pope, the local miscreant, may have used the door to hide her away in the Dark Sun Side. The girls venture through the door, hoping to find their friend before something terrible happens, and they quickly discover that the worst kind of monsters often wear a human face. Senf returns to the world of The Clackity (2022) in this imaginative prequel set 100 years prior, telling a story that beautifully balances fantastical and frightening elements with a wonderfully nuanced and heartfelt portrayal of friendship. Alive with atmosphere and character, this creepy, captivating read will appeal to both longtime fans of the established series and newcomers alike.
979-88-7522-109-5 Pickleball Problems Maddox, Jake MS Continuation of series - no reviews
978-1-250-90929-9 Pilar Ramirez and the Curse of San Zenon Randall, Julian MS Kirkus Reviews, 10/06/23, A gutsy tween faces mystical dangers to protect the ones she loves and bring peace to the island of Zafa for good in this duology closer.It's been almost a year since Pilar Ramirez, now 13, defeated demons and escaped from Zafa, the magical world inhabited by Dominican legends and influenced by the ruthless real-life dictator Rafael Trujillo. Unsure of how and when to break the news of the reappearance of her cousin Natasha, who had been missing for 50 years and presumed dead, Pilar is still grappling with the terror of what she experienced in Zafa while learning to hone her newly acquired bruja powers. Pilar is excited to tag along on a trip to the Dominican Republic with her family and her sister's professor (who played an instrumental role in the previous volume), hoping to find more answers about her heritage and abilities there. It's no relaxing vacation however, as Pilar immediately begins experiencing unsettling visions and is soon contacted by Carmen, her dear Zafan friend who happens to be a ciguapa, a mythological being from Dominican folklore. Up against terrifying new enemies, Pilar returns to Zafa to find the answers she'll need to protect her family from sinister supernatural danger. Pilar celebrates her Afro-Latina heritage and is open about her desire to improve her Spanish; she uses Spanish words and phrases liberally throughout the story, adding to the text's delightful rhythm and flavor.Dominican lore brings a fresh perspective to a thrilling tale. (Adventure. 9-13)School Library Journal, 10/03/24, Gr 4â€“7â€” Now that Pilar has returned from Zafa, she has decided to keep her adventures a secret, including the truth about her long-lost cousin Natasha. On a family trip to the Dominican Republic, Pilar is pulled back into danger by friends who need help. The Curse of San Zenon is being recreated by Raiza, which brings on storms and great danger. Now Natasha and Pilar are in for the fight of their lives. Both must utilize their powers to defeat the evil that threatens both worlds. Action-packed details on every page fully bring the conclusion of this duology to life. VERDICT A satisfying conclusion that is highly recommended. Hand to fans of Rena Barron's Maya and the Rising Dark and B.B. Alston's Amari and the Night Brothers .
978-1-665-95607-9 Please Pay Attention Sumner, Jamie MS Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 05/01/25, In this sensorial verse novel by Sumner (Deep Water), a disabled eighth grader navigates trauma in the aftermath of a school shooting. Kind and outspoken Bea Coughlin, who lives with cerebral palsy and uses a wheelchair, confidently advocates for disability accommodations at her small private school. When her teacher and several students are killed during a school shooting, Beaâ€™s sense of safety crumbles (â€œMy loosened leg brace catches/ on the footrest of my chair/ and/ itâ€™s pinning me here!â€�). The novel is divided into four partsâ€”â€œSeek,â€� â€œHide,â€� â€œHeal,â€� and â€œHopeâ€�â€”that showcase Beaâ€™s life before, during, and after the event via narrative poems and letters addressed to an entity called Sir. Throughout, Bea struggles to understand the incident; intimate, lyrical verse relays her experiences, including her horseback riding therapy and feelings of claustrophobia at being indoors in the days following the shooting. Itâ€™s an accessible and cohesive interpretation of what it means to live with grief and find a way to feel like oneself after tragedy, as well as an homage to young voices and their impact on society. Bea reads as white. Ages 10â€“up. (Apr.) School Library Journal Starred Review, 03/01/25, Gr 5-8 After a tragic event traumatizes her school community, sixth grader and wheelchair user Bea is racked with guilt, anxiety, and grief. Unable to sleep or speak to her mom about it, Bea is stuck in a cycle of reliving the tragedy, feeling that she could have done more to protect her classmates and her teacher. It isn't until Bea starts equine therapy, a program that uses horse care and riding as a path to working through emotional or behavioral problems, that she is able confront her trauma and begin the healing process. Written as a letter advocating for gun control, Bea frames her story as a journey from trauma to hope, as well as a plea for action. Drawn from Sumner's personal connection to the 2023 Covenant School shooting in Nashville, Bea's experience contains an emotional depth and authenticity that resonates deeply without feeling preachy. The verse novel format enhances the pacing, using line breaks and poem length to mirror Bea's fluctuating emotional state. The poems are raw and honest, yet never overly focused on the tragedy itself. The secondary characters are equally well developed, supporting Bea in her quest for courage and peace. VERDICT This heartfelt exploration of trauma, recovery, and the search for light in the darkest of times will resonate with middle school readers, offering a meaningful reflection on personal and societal healing. An excellent addition to middle grade verse novel collections.â€”Louie Lauer

9781250904362 Pocket Bear Applegate, Katherine MS
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 07/31/2025
Zephyrina the cat, the “Robin Hood of felines,” rescues discarded toys so they can have new lives. Zephyrina brings toys back to the apartment she shares with Elizaveta and her daughter, Dasha, refugees from war-torn Ukraine. Dasha reconditions Zephyrina’s rescues and sets them outside for three days, just in case they have owners who want to reclaim them. Afterward, they join the other toys in the parlor—the Second Chances Home for the Tossed and Treasured. Dasha and Elizaveta don’t know that the toys are sentient. At midnight they abandon their rigid daytime postures to cavort and play, overseen by their leader, Pocket, a tiny mascot bear made to comfort soldiers during World War I. One night, Zephyrina brings back a dirty old bear, and Pocket is astounded. The new arrival, Berwon, might come from a lost shipment of the first-ever stuffed bears, sent from Germany to the U.S. in 1903—and if so, he’s worth a fortune. In the ensuing antics, the unpleasant villain Picky Vicky covets Berwon, and a kind museum curator does, too, but for different reasons. Applegate’s writing is exquisitely nuanced; she couches profound themes in accessible language that depicts relatable situations. Gentle, generous Elizaveta and Dasha poignantly underscore the human impact of wars. Santoso’s enchanting, delicate, black-and-white illustrations bring the timeless feeling of a classic to this hopeful, humanizing story of the distressed looking out for each other. Poignant and heartwarming. (author’s note) (Fiction. 8-12)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 07/31/2025
Grades 3-6 - "*Starred Review* Zephyrina (a cat) considers herself an honorable thief, rescuing cast-off and lost items and bringing them to the humans she has adopted. However, plush toys go straight to her friend Pocket Bear, who evaluates each one before the humans (Elizaveta and her daughter, Dasha) clean them up and add them to the secondhand toy shop they’ve set up in their home. Zephyrina’s latest heist causes a stir when she delivers a very old stuffed bear to diminutive Pocket, who stands “three and a half inches max, nose to toes.” Sewn as a mascot bear that a WWI soldier could tuck into his uniform, Pocket recognizes a kindred spirit in this new bear. Elizaveta and Dasha also see something special in him, naming him Berwon and suspecting he might be the very first teddy bear ever created—a discovery that leads to underhanded dealings and Zephyrina’s biggest job yet. On its surface, this Toy Story–esque tale is a gentle fantasy-adventure with a dash of mystery, but Applegate adds layers that give the story meaningful depth. The history of teddy bears is deftly stitched into the narrative, and the echoes of war quietly reverberate through the tale in unexpected ways. Soft graphite chapter illustrations reflect the story’s sweetness in charming detail, while Zephyrina’s narration adds a memorable and comic touch to this salute to friendship and second chances.High-Demand Backstory: Applegate's books are reliably wonderful—see her Newbery Medal and best-seller status—and Pocket Bear's large first-print run reflects the expectation that this will be another popular title."

978-1-536-23917-1 Puppet Almond, David MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, In a sweet, tender exchange, an aging English puppeteer passes his vision on to a young kindred soul.In a nod to Carlo Collodi's Pinocchio, the child-sized puppet old Silvester assembles one day from mismatched parts magically comes to life. He learns to talk, requesting "jam!"-and with loving care and assistance is able to walk well enough to go on excursions to the park. There, Silvester hastily dubs Puppet "Kenneth" in response to the curious query of Fleur, an observant child. Fleur's mum has long been a fan of Silvester's puppet theater, and the foursome gather at her cottage, where Fleur delightedly makes puppets from twigs and other found materials and entices Silvester to help her put on an impromptu show in which two lost children drive off a monster. In keeping with the narrative's measured lightness, Stewart's fluid brush and line work lends warm informality to the figures in her mix of tight, close-up full-page illustrations and sequential panels. Though Puppet as depicted is plainly wooden (the human cast includes varied skin tones), Fleur greets him with casual friendliness, and everyone else expresses, at most, mild puzzlement; even some boys who initially mock his gait later apologize. "Didn't I tell you it's a lovely world?" says Silvester to his last and greatest creation-and it is, for even though fear and tragedy are real, Almond shows readers a world that's "shambolic and beautiful, and tentative and brave."A meditation on art and family, rich in language and feeling. (Fantasy. 8-12)Horn Book, 08/01/24, In this fable/fantasy, Almond (Brand New Boy, rev. 5/22) revisits his signature theme of what it means to be human. Silvester, an elderly puppet-maker and performer, retires, giving his puppets to a museum and then wondering what to do with the rest of his life. Using bits and remnants, he fashions one last puppet, a wooden marionette the size of a seven-year-old. "Puppet," who passes as "Kenneth" out in the world, comes to life, learning to walk, speak a few words, laugh, and enjoy jam. Through Puppet, Silvester makes friends with neighbor Fleur and her mother. Fleur becomes Silvester's apprentice and together they all -- adults, children, and Puppet -- perform a play in the town square. The sadness of this tale is built in from the outset. Silvester is an old man, lucky enough to be able to pass on his legacy of skill and passion, but mortal nonetheless. But what of Puppet? What becomes of a doll when its creator and animator dies? The denouement is classic Almond: sweet, strong, consoling, and with an echo of his masterwork, Skellig (rev. 5/99). (Think wings.) In short chapters, generously illustrated with pencil drawings in spots and panels, we are treated to a singular story with wide-ranging takeaways concerning community, loneliness, memory, the magic of theater, and the joy of making.
978-1-523-52736-6 Puzzling Fate of Millicent Graves Mitchell, Dora M. MS ALA Booklist, 04/01/25, Seeking order through manipulation leads to a fractured world in this discombobulated middle-grade graphic novel where mythology and jigsaw puzzles reign. In her family of dreamers, Millicent seems to be the only one with her feet on the ground and her head on finances when she discovers an attic filled with puzzles that represent everyone's lives and personalities. Filled with hubris and somewhat good intentions, Millicent begins altering the people around her. The realistic artwork and looming figure of the boardinghouse bring a slight Gothic feel to the suburbs. The cracks in the universe Millicent causes are drawn as dark, semi-sentient swirls and tentacles. The narrative sometimes feels stretched with a few cracks of its own, requiring readers to be on board without much explanation or justification for anything aside from Millicent's poor decisions. Obstacles continually pile up, only for the resolution to fall a bit flat. An entertaining if loose attempt at a mythological tale with a worthy lesson, even if the protagonist doesn't actually learn it.Kirkus Reviews, 04/01/25, If life were a bookshelf, Millicent Graves would have it organized to perfectionInstead, the harried middle schooler, whose mother has brown skin and father appears white, deals with a chaotic family life. Her marine biologist mother has a struggling fish tank business called Fish Shui, and her physics professor father believes that "chaos is how we adapt and grow." Millie's younger sister, Gilly, dreams of being a stand-up comic (if only she could remember the punchlines). Scrambling to pick up after Gilly and anxious about their dwindling finances, Millie wishes her life were different. When an elderly neighbor's mysterious jigsaw puzzles offer Millie a chance to change her destiny, she begins to rearrange the pieces she doesn't like, replacing the parts representing her family and friends with ones that better suit her vision of an organized life. But each intended improvement brings problems of other kinds and stirs up dark forces that threaten the neighborhood. When a friend falls victim to the malevolent powers, Millie has to muster the courage to face them, undo the consequences of her actions, and accept the imperfections that make her loved ones unique. The briskly paced plot features nuanced, well-developed characters and a clever reimagining of the three Fates of Greek mythology. The muted palette adds to the spooky atmosphere, while the humor in the text and illustrations deftly keeps things from getting too dark.A humorous parable about embracing life's imperfections that's sure to strike a chord with readers.(Graphic paranormal. 8-12)

9780063324664 Quagmire Tiarello Couldn't Be Better Larsen, Mylisa MS
School Library Journal, 01/31/2025
Gr 3–7—Larsen plucks Quagmire Tiarello from the ensemble cast of her debut novel, Playing Through the Turnaround, to give him a star turn in her second one. As he joins Cassie (his crush from the earlier book) in developing a radio play at the YMCA, his mother shows up suddenly and takes him away. Quag is used to his mother spinning through mental health cycles, and he's mostly learned how to deal with it; but as they drive from their home in upstate New York westward through multiple states, he begins to realize he may need some help this time. When he gets separated from his mother in Iowa, he reaches out to Uncle Jay—the uncle he never knew he had—and that proves to be the climactic turning point. A running thread about bird behaviors—Quag has taken the hobby up to impress Cassie—is a brilliant exploration of the themes of survival and resilience. Filled with heart, humor, and exceptional sentence-level writing, Larsen's tale makes Quagmire Tiarello an easy character to root for. VERDICT In a year with many acclaimed books featuring neglectful parents—Lisa Fipps's And Then, Boom!, Sherri Winston's Shark Teeth, and Gennifer Choldenko's The Tenth Mistake of Hank Hooperman—this one may be the best of the bunch.—Jonathan Hunt Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 08/31/2024
Grades 5-8 - "*Starred Review* Quentin, known as Quagmire since grade school, needs to step up his game. His mom, who suffers from undiagnosed mental illness, is heading into a full-blown emotional spin and his current level of caretaking and question-dodging isn’t going to cut it this time. When his mom takes him on a crazy road trip from New York into the Midwest and then abandons him, he must use his wits to survive. Discovering a heretofore unknown uncle, he moves in with him and begins to let go of his reins of control, realizing that it’s OK to be 14 and not 40, as he opens up to a different kind of life. The author cleverly juxtaposes portraits of absurd bird behaviors with Quagmire’s unfortunate yet comically told existence, illustrating the lengths all creatures go to to survive. This amazing story is told with deep understanding and touched with a humor forged through pain, delivering an exceptional experience that avoids maudlin stereotypes and instead captures emotions and situations with succinct sincerity; not a word is wasted. Perfect for middle-grade readers, especially those who gravitate towards books by Gary D. Schmidt, Daniel Nayeri, and Erin Bow. Buy it, read it, talk about it, and share the love by passing it on."

978-1-662-50962-9 Queen of Thieves Rundberg, Johan and Prime, A. A. MS Kirkus Reviews January 15, 2024 Set in 19th-century Stockholm, this Swedish import sees Mika involved in a mystery that hits close to home. Twelve-year-old Mika has noticed some distance lately between herself and some of the other older residents of the Public Children’s Home, from Rufus, riding high on an unexpected apprenticeship, to Ossian, whom she discovers hiding a valuable he says someone gifted to him. A family in need of cheap labor wants to adopt Ossian, but he runs away. Constable Valdemar—with whom she solved a murder in The Night Raven (2023)—approaches her for assistance in dealing with a rash of juvenile pickpocketing, leaving her fearful for Ossian’s fate. He’s gotten mixed up with Henrietta, a clever and charismatic knife-throwing performer who’s apparently luring orphans with the promise of a found family. Mika tries to find proof of Henrietta’s true activities, only to get framed for a crime she didn’t commit. She ends up experiencing the same push-pull tug of desperation and hope that brings the orphans to Henrietta, leading her to make an unthinkable choice. Her natural intelligence and her critical thinking, however, keep her eyes clear enough to untangle lies. The true mystery is foreshadowed well and integrates nicely with Mika’s ongoing self-discovery. As in the previous book, Rundberg establishes a strong sense of suspense and brings 1880s Sweden to life beautifully. Characters are cued white. A captivating game of cat and mouse. (Historical thriller. 9-14)Horn Book March/April, 2024 In this sequel to The Night Raven (rev. 9/23), young detective Mika has reason to suspect that some of the children at her orphanage have taken to thieving. Instead, she discovers they've been taken under the wing of an elegant, savvy performance artist, Henrietta, who has promised them an ideal home at her distant estate, the Apple Farm. First, though, they will help Henrietta with her knife-throwing show at a gala dinner where a priceless Japanese gemstone will be exhibited. When Mika meets Henrietta, even she feels the pull of the promise of a real home and agrees to help her -- until, with a little reading of the newspaper and quick, critical thinking, Mika realizes that "something doesn't quite make sense." This second Moonwind Mystery has a more somber tone than the first, perhaps because, although the book is set in 1880s Stockholm, the orphans' precarious futures and heartfelt longing make for a vulnerability that rings true here and now. Rundberg vividly conveys the part that hope plays in feeding the soul. At the same time, this is a wonderfully eventful mystery, with unpredictable plots, schemes, and a successful get-out-of-jail attempt engineered by a team of juvenile explosive experts -- not to mention indomitable Mika and her sidekick, unkempt and unorthodox police detective Hoff. Deirdre F. Baker March/April 2024 p.100
978-1-536-23583-8 Queenie in Seven Moves Louise, Zanni MS ALA Booklist, Queenie and her mom must unexpectedly leave their beloved rental home, sparking the summer of seven moves from one temporary home to another. An empty unit in a retirement village, a decrepit camper van, an acquaintance's spare room ch move brings more unwelcome changes. It's not all bad, however; Queenie learns to write songs, works to overcome her insecurity about performing, and takes chances on new and old friends. Louise balances the heavy moments (including housing insecurity, adjusting to life amid shifting COVID-19 protocols, and grief) with lighter ones. Queenie and her mother's hardships are acute, but so is their joy (such days spent swimming, first kisses, and senior serenades). Queenie connects to her late father by playing his guitar, and learning to write music allows her to process her emotions amid these changes. A QR code at the back invites readers to listen to two of Queenie's original songs on Spotify. Well-paced with an excellent voice and a gorgeous Australian settting, Queenie's story is universally relatable d bound to resonate with anyone who has struggled with change Horn Book, 04/01/25, In this Australian import, things are bad enough when stage fright keeps Queenie Jean Anderson from performing in the last concert before the end of sixth grade. But when she gets home, she learns that the beloved house she shares with her widowed mother has been sold and they must move out immediately. Housing in Queensland is in short supply, so Queenie and her mum move temporarily into the retirement home where Mum works. From there, they are taken in by another family, then try out a camper van, and then a communal farmhouse. Their next stop is with her mother's new boyfriend, Dimitri, whom Queenie considers an unwelcome addition to their duo but gradually learns to appreciate. In the meantime, guitar-playing Queenie discovers a talent for songwriting, makes a new friend (and crush), learns that an old nemesis might not be such a threat, and has a chance to redeem herself on-stage. The engaging, fast-moving story takes readers inside a not-uncommon experience of homelessness (one shared by Louise, as explained in the acknowledgments) without didacticism. Queenie's occasional naivete and petulance can be frustrating but also make her character more authentic. The happy ending is satisfying and realistic, offering hope without minimizing a broad social problem.
978-0-593-85578-2 Radiant Nelson, Vaunda Micheaux MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 02/01/25, Gr 4-7 It's 1963 near Pittsburgh, and for Cooper Dale, the only thing worse than being the only Black student in her fifth grade class is having to contend with both "the Queen of Darkness" (also known as Mrs. Keating) and relentless bully Wade Carter. Cooper's mother works for Wade's wealthy white family, adding complexity to the nature of his bullying and Cooper's attempts to succeed at school. She sometimes wishes things could be different; that she could just skip to the next grade or that she was a different person, with a different skin color. But wise words from her church and her father make her realize that everybody is dealing with something, and that fear can make people say and do hurtful things. Nelson deftly weaves in major events from the 1960s, such as President Kennedy's assassination, the Birmingham church bombing, and The Beatles playing on The Ed Sullivan Show , along with themes from The Wizard of Oz , into a story that reminds readers, "A star can't shine without a black night sky." VERDICT This gentle yet thought-provoking historical novel in verse is perfect for anyone who has wished to be somewhere or someone else.â€”Melinda Graham ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Charming and well-paced, Nelson's slice-of-life verse novel invites readers to find the ways they shine. It's 1963, and Cooper sometimes wishes that she were white, and, at others, that the world were colorblind. Even so, she's working really hard to be content in her mostly white Pennsylvania school. She has a teacher known for being mean and a bully of a classmate who keeps mocking her, but she also has a supportive and engaged family to wrap her in their arms. When her mom takes a job cleaning and caring for a white family whose matriarch has cancer, Cooper is forced to reckon with the concept of forgiveness as she navigates her own attempts at radiance. Sweet, soft, and moving, this is a novel that feels like a hug for Black readers and young girls who want to be their best self. The historical setting grounds the narrative, but it will still resonate loudly with readers of today. A natural choice for older fans of Carol Boston Weatherford and readers of Christopher Paul Curtis
978-0-06-333952-1 Rainbow Fair Ma, Diana MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 04/01/25, A seventh grader's Chinese and Muslim identities take center stage as she navigates friendship tensions and self-acceptanceSophie Hu grapples with the meaning of embracing her faith when her family members, who are Hui, follow only minimal Islamic practices: "Other than not eating pork, what does it mean that I'm Muslim?" She struggles when her bisexual best friend, Katie, forms new friendships in the school's LGBTQ+ club. Their bond is further tested during the Rainbow Fair, a major middle school cultural event. Katie's organizing an LGBTQ+ booth, and a teacher unexpectedly tasks Sophie with creating a Muslim one: "The only thing worse than being the school's only Muslim is being the school's inauthentic Muslim." The arrival of Turkish American transfer student Anna Demir, a fellow Muslim, helps Sophie see that there isn't just one way to embody one's faith, sparking a journey of self-discovery. Ultimately, Sophie embraces her layered heritage, opens conversations about her family's history (her parents were born in Taiwan), and helps others celebrate their authentic selves. Ma deftly examines the intersectionality of identity with nuance and authenticity. Sophie's growth-recognizing that her family's approach to Islam doesn't invalidate their faith-adds depth to the narrative. Meanwhile, her evolving friendship with Katie reflects the natural growing pains of middle school relationships. Ma offers a rich, relatable, and inclusive story that's perfect for young readers grappling with their own questions of belonging.Accessible and engaging, this novel shines as an exceptional tale of self-acceptance and understanding.(Fiction. 8-12)ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Sophie and Katie are the very best of friends, and every year they work together to make the Chinese booth the best booth at their school's Rainbow Fair. This year, however, Katie is doing the school's first-ever LGBTQ+ booth, and, unfortunately, the rules dictate that each student can do only one booth. This leaves Sophie to create the Chinese booth on her own at is, until her teacher overhears that Sophie's family is Hui, a Chinese Muslim people, and, and asks the 12-year-old to do a Muslim booth instead. Secretly, Sophie and Katie make a Chinese booth in addition to their fair assignments, inspiring other students to work on multiple booths to celebrate the different parts of their own identities. Although some of the narrative's conflict feels overwrought and other portions skew saccharine, the message of embracing one's identity shines brightly. With gentle themes of activism and identity, this book will appeal to fans of Once upon an Eid, edited by S. K. Ali and Aisha Saeed (2020), and Andrea Wang's The Many Meanings of Meilan (2021)
978-1-419-76826-2 Rebels, Robbers, and Radicals: The Story of the Bill of Rights Kanefield, Teri MS ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, This well-researched examination of the Bill of Rights provides an easily digestible explanation of the first 10 amendments of the Constitution and their significance, specifically for young readers. The book's 10 chapters describe each amendment's text, the intention behind it, and relevant court cases that support it. For example, the Fourth Amendment cites the court case New Jersey v. T.L.O. about the legality of searching a student's personal belongings by school officials. The book contains color illustrations and interesting facts, such as how soldiers during the Civil War weren't trained to shoot but were just expected to know how and to supply their own weapons. The First and Second Amendments' chapters go into more depth than other amendments, and it's amusing to learn why legal scholar Tom W. Bell says, "The Third Amendment is to be pitied." Kanefield's discussion of the historical significance of the Bill of Rights and why its legal protections for individuals remain so important will resonate with today's youth. An author's note, the 27 Amendments in the Constitution, notes, bibliography, and index (not seen) concludeKirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, A compelling exploration of the Bill of Rights that weaves together landmark cases, historical narratives, and reflections on the paradoxes of libertyKanefield argues that since its inception as a compromise between Federalists and anti-Federalists, the Bill of Rights has served as a battleground for competing interpretations of rights, freedoms, and equality. She proceeds to bring each amendment to life through real-world examples, such asTinker v. Des Moines, in which a public school's disciplining of students who wore black armbands to protest the Vietnam War led to a ruling that emphasized the lasting importance of the First Amendment. References to well-known figures, like Bonnie and Clyde and Al Capone in the chapter about the Second Amendment, add relatable historical context. Kanefield doesn't shy away from highlighting paradoxes, pointing out that while the Bill of Rights offers "a soaring and far-reaching vision of fundamental" human rights, it was written by men who enslaved others, and its protections were only expanded through the struggles of marginalized people. At times the legal explanations can lean heavily on technicalities that may challenge some readers, but the skillful inclusion of anecdotes enhances the book's accessibility. The clear prose guides readers through complex constitutional principles, making this work a useful educational resource. Text boxes offer definitions of key terms. Malka's somewhat stiff illustrations add little to the work.Final verdict: insightful, thought-provoking, and timely. (author's note, endnotes, bibliography, illustration credits, index)(Nonfiction. 10-14)
978-1-338-85392-6 Reel Life Lynch, Kane MS Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, Filmmaking and friendship collide as three tweens navigate complex relationship dynamicsIn this stand-alone work, 11-year-old friends Kyle, Luna, and Galen bond over their love of all things film. But as they work on their latest cinematic feat, Kyle pulls away from the trio, acting standoffish and angry. Luna explains that he's upset over his parents' divorce and custody battle, stressors that feel alien to Galen-until his father drops a bombshell that rips their family apart. Galen's dad tells him that he's leaving his mother for Jasmine, a brown-skinned 26-year-old in Oakland with green hair. Now that he's split between two homes, Galen begins to understand where Kyle's feelings came from. Luna suggests that they film a documentary about their parents, but as big emotions about the shifting landscapes of friend and family relationships loom, the group must figure out how to change with them. Drawing on childhood experiences, Lynch's evocative graphic novel debut sagely captures the angst and unease of early adolescence. Galen's journey is fraught but accessibly portrayed, acknowledging the difficulties that parental separation and recoupling can bring. Cinematic full-color illustrations center the action throughout the tidy panels, keeping the pages turning with Lynch's stylized art. Fans of Raina Telgemeier, Victoria Jamieson, and Shannon Hale will find much to love. Kyle and Galen present white; Luna is cued Latine.Reel-y relatable and compelling.(Graphic fiction. 8-12) School Library Journal, 05/01/25, Gr 4â€“8â€” Galen, 11, and his friends are working diligently on a stop-motion film when Kyle storms out in tears, feeling raw from his parents' divorce. Galen reflects briefly and returns to his happy home with his super-cool parents. To his surprise, he's met with a harsh realityâ€”his own parents are on the verge of separation, and Galen must navigate the uncertainties of his changing family dynamic. His parents, separately, overshare with Galen, and his father soon introduces his significantly younger girlfriend who, though cool, is also impulsive and reckless. Galen's mom also starts dating a man with a teen daughter, who is reacting to her own family divorce with acrimony and anger. Woven throughout this maturing, multi-layered understanding of family dynamics are Galen's crew's attempts to create a film capturing the experience. The process is fraught and fractured at times, but ultimately a chance for catharsis and closure. The cartooning is affable, colorful, and wavy, leaning on central California's calm visual atmosphere of beaches, low-profile houses, and gentle rolling hills to provide a comforting backdrop for a deeply felt story. VERDICT A thoughtful drama with richly drawn characters, and a meaningful exercise in empathy for young readers.â€” Emilia Packard
978-1-7730-6991-3 Rehearsal Club Fodor, Kate and Petrou, Laurie MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 01/30/25, New York City's Rehearsal Club is the setting for a tale spanning 70 yearsIn the present day, 12-year-old white-presenting Paloma Gallagher is new to the city, moving with her librarian parents from Arizona to be near her half sister, Naomi, an aspiring actor and resident of the boardinghouse. Pal is an impulsive jokester, often shy in new situations and longing for a tighter relationship with 19-year-old Naomi. Her voice volleys between bravado and fear as she has grand ideas with often disastrous outcomes. Along the way she finds a quirky and diverse set of friends and co-conspirators and develops some insights into her own feelings. Amid the third-person narration focusing on Pal, readers will find strategic and informative chapters narrated by Olive, a resident of the club in 1954, whose roommate Posy's larger-than-life personality becomes the focal point of the drama in both eras (both women are white). When Pal finds intriguing hidden material connected to Posy, it leads her and her friends to follow clues to solve mysteries within mysteries with twists and turns galore-and even confront a threat to the club itself. Readers who pay close attention to small details will enjoy the reveals. Theatrical New York City appears as an important character in the work; the authors' descriptions of its sights, sounds, and people add much to the tale. Readers will cheer for Pal and sigh with relief at the satisfying outcomes.Inventive, humorous, and delightful. (authors' note)(Mystery. 9-13) ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, This split-time novel begins in the present day with 12-year-old Paloma "Pal" Gallagher working to find her footing after a recent move to New York City. Pal's story is intersected with Olive's, who, in 1954, lived at the Rehearsal Club, a boarding house for young women looking to make it big on Broadway. Their stories begin to bleed into each other when, in the present day, Pal finally has the chance to stay with her sister, Naomi, at the famed Rehearsal Club and is enveloped in the energy and drama of the place. When curiosity gets the best of her, Pal stumbles across some old memorabilia and finds herself immersed in the decades-old secrets of the Rehearsal Club crets held by Olive. This quirky, funny mystery is the first by screenwriter-and-author duo Fodor and Petrou. An ode to New York City that prominently features the real-life Rehearsal Club in Midtown Manhattan, Pal's and Olive's stories are sure to delight readers of all ages, especially budding theater kids.
978-1-524-87557-2 Release the Hounds! Peirce, Lincoln MS Continuation of series - no reviews
978-1-524-89043-8 Remain Calm! Peirce, Lincoln MS Continuation of series - no reviews
978-1-250-29218-6 Return to Sender Brosgol, Vera MS ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, When they move into his late great-aunt's apartment in Brooklyn, Oliver's mom promises this will be the last time. The last new school, the last time he'll be the new kid, the last move before they can finally settle following his father's unexpected passing. There's something different about this place, though d it's not just the lack of cockroaches or the taxidermied animals lining the walls. Tucked away is a magical mailbox that makes wishes come true. Included among his wishes are ways to fit in at his new, posh school, like cool shoes, winning a fight, and even an invisible jet plane. Like Brosgol's previous works, this whimsical story features a marvelous twist and her delightful illustrations throughout. Within its pages is a tender story about a small family doing their best to provide for each other and fit in, honor a father's legacy, and learn to be careful what you wish for. It's perfect for fans of magic realism and would make a great family read.Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, Award winner Brosgol's latest is a wish-fulfillment tale that follows Oliver Bakh, a long-haired fifth grade boy whose life is upendedAfter Oliver's father, a cook who emigrated from the country of Georgia, passes away, Oliver and his mom, who presents white, bounce around among relatives' homes. Financially strained and emotionally overwhelmed, Oliver's mother falls into a deep depression, leaving him to take on responsibilities far beyond his years. Just when things seem hopeless, their luck takes an unexpected turn: Oliver's 96-year-old great-aunt Barb dies, leaving them her Manhattan apartment. Oliver and his father dreamed of opening a restaurant together, one built around their love of traditional Georgian food. Now Oliver has cherished memories, his dad's recipe book, and a small, frozen batch of his special khinkali, or dumplings. Their new home comes with a magical mail slot that communicates via typewritten notes and grants wishes, but each wish comes with unpredictable consequences. Oliver's wishes are small at first, but as he navigates the competitive environment of his new private school and befriends Colette, a spirited fourth grader who's eager for adventure, his wishes grow bolder. With each one, the consequences spiral further out of control. The story's playful yet darkly humorous tone is enhanced by black-and-white illustrations that add depth and meaning to the fantastical elements. The absurd situations, unexpected twists, and colorful, exaggerated villain add to the tale's appeal.A vividly told narrative.(Fantasy. 8-12)
978-1-338-73421-8 Right Back at You Mackler, Carolyn MS Kirkus Reviews, 02/01/25, Two misfit 12-year-olds find friendship via a wormholeIt's 2023, and Mason is having a rough time at school and at home, so his parents send him to a therapist. She suggests that he write a letter about his problems to "anybody or nobody." Although Mason decides to write to Albert Einstein, a quirk of spacetime causes the letter he's hidden in his closet to instead find its way to a girl named Talia, who's living in western Pennsylvania in 1987. It takes a while for both kids to believe they're not the victims of some elaborate prank, but they become close friends and confidants through typical tweenage struggles-separated parents, sibling friction, bullying, and antisemitism from peers. (Talia refers to herself as "half-Jewish," and while white-presenting Mason isn't Jewish, as a New Yorker he has Jewish friends and classmates.) Both children in this epistolary novel put an unrealistic amount of detail into their letters, and at many points their voices sound awkwardly adult, especially when they're discussing Talia's experience of anti-Jewish bigotry. Readers will quickly become invested in Mason's and Talia's lives, however, and the mystery of how, and why, they're connected is satisfying enough to keep the story moving forward. Readers aware of recent controversies surrounding Alice Walker may be surprised to see her cited positively in a book that addresses the scourge of antisemitism.An absorbing introduction to the paradoxes and possibilities of time travel.(Fiction. 10-14)School Library Journal, 02/01/25, Gr 4-8 Twelve-year-old Mason has been instructed by his therapist, Barb, to write a letter about his unhappy life to "anybody or nobody," so he writes a letter to Albert Einstein and hides it in his closet. Mason is distraught by his parents' recent separation and the relentless bullying he's getting at school. Much to his surprise, he finds his closet letter gone, with a letter to him in its place, supposedly from a girl named Talia in 1987. Talia is also 12, also a baseball lover, and is dealing with her own middle school worries including being ditched by her best friend and getting teased for being half-Jewish. Initially skeptical, both Talia and Mason come to believe they're in a wormhole, time-travel situation. While not Jewish, Mason lives in New York City and knows many Jewish people, so he and Talia bond over discussions of antisemitism, bullying, parental issues, and sibling difficulties. Mackler ( Not If I Can Help It ) imbues humor throughout, such as Mason trying to explain Google, Amazon, and smartphones to a confused Talia. As the preteens' friendship grows, they find more in common than they originally thought, and help each other with their respective issues. VERDICT Through authentic and likable characters, readers will learn much about the Holocaust and antisemitism, as well as the importance of leaning on friends and family for support.  Michele Shaw
978-0-7892-1513-0 Rome Antics Macaulay, David MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 03/31/25, Gr 5 Up--Macaulay's trademark bird's-eye views of famous works of architecture become in this book the literal substance of the text. Modern Rome is seen through the skewed perspective of a homing pigeon's erratic flight through the city streets as she delivers a message to an artist in a garret. Darting and swooping above rooftops and into alleyways, the bird takes readers on a haphazard tour as it catches an overhead view of the Colosseum, sees churches aslant and turned upside down, sails into the sky above a piazza, and makes brief forays down cobbled streets to search for crumbs. Macaulay adds sly touches of humor to the pen-and-ink sketches, as voracious cats eye the pigeon and people pursue their chores and pleasures, oblivious of the bird's flight, which is indicated by a thin red line. The famous landmarks are here, perhaps seen only as a piece of a cornice, the columns of a structure, or a section of an ancient wall. The book includes a map of the city "As the pigeon flies" with each structure numbered, and an addendum shows the 22 featured buildings with a paragraph or two of interesting facts about each one. As a guidebook to modern Rome, Macaulay's sketchbook is unconventional and too sophisticated for young children, but for those with a knowledge of, or a yearning to see one of the great cities of the world, it is full of informative details and amusing incidents.--Shirley Wilton, Ocean County College, Toms River, NJALA Booklist, 03/31/25, In the Italian countryside, a woman releases a homing pigeon that carries a one-word answer to a paramour in nearby Rome. Rather than take a direct path, the pigeon opts for the scenic route and embarks on a dizzying aerial tour in and around the capital city. Soaring over the Aurelian Wall, it circles monuments like the Temple of Hercules and darts down through the Pantheon's dome before delivering its much-awaited message. A thin red line traces the pigeon's trajectory across the black-and-white double-page spreads, with a constantly changing perspective conveying the delirious sense of flight. Macaulay's latest celebration of architecture delights in showing how past and present coexist in this ancient city: an occasional traffic jam and construction site complement the beautiful antiquities. His verbal and visual humor is sly here, from the pun in the title to a scene at an outdoor cafewhere Leonardo da Vinci chats on a cell phone. A visual love letter to the city of Rome, the tour ends with six pages of maps, art, and text detailing the nearly two dozen sights along the way. A natural for classroom use and a terrific way to whet readers' appetite for Macaulay's earlier titles, such as City: A Story of Roman Planning and Construction (1974). (Reviewed September 15, 1997)
9781419761256 Rube Goldberg's big book of building : make 25 machines that really work!George, Jennifer MS Booklist starred (November 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 5)) Grades 3-7. This enticing compendium offers step-by-step directions for creating 25 Rube Goldberg contraptions designed to ease the hardships of implementing everyday kid tasks, such as squeezing toothpaste onto toothbrushes or placing napkins in laps. Readers are warned upfront that these projects require lots of tenacity and tinkering, but those who show grit will be rewarded with actual working models (usually constructed with ordinary household objects) and a new appreciation for somewhat skewed physics. The book is a visual delight, with page-filling, bright, cartoon illustrations showing required materials, processes and procedures, fact boxes and horrible puns, simple machine and energy-transfer applications, and humorous scenarios where the machines work—or don’t. Blank pages for recording notes and test results inspire experimentation, and the final chapters, filled with biographical data on Goldberg, his inventions, and legacy, plus detailed explorations of chain reaction models, flowcharts, and suggestions for substitutions and adaptations, will encourage inquiry. Rich back matter provides additional assistance for further research and extended manipulations. Most projects require adult input, and some require extended time commitments, but this will attract casual browsers and inspire wannabe makers. This is a fun, eye- catching addition for most STEM collections.Kirkus Reviews (October 15, 2024) A compilation of zany Rube Goldberg machines for the dedicated aspiring inventor. This book, co-authored by George, Rube Goldberg’s granddaughter, and Rube Goldberg Machine Contest champion Umperovitch, offers suggestions for everyday inventions in the spirit of Goldberg’s time-consuming machines that do simple tasks. The introduction describes simple machines and types of energy and offers tips and tricks for building. Each invention is broken down over several spreads that cover a description of the task it will perform, step-by-step illustrations and instructions, and a blank ruled page for readers’ building and testing notes. The projects are divided into chapters organized by level of difficulty from “Beginner (3-step)” to “Advanced (7+step),” with names such as (in increasing level of difficulty) “Apply a Band-Aid,” “Pour a Glass of Water,” “Dunk a Cookie,” and “Serve Fresh Popcorn.” The extensive backmatter includes facts about Goldberg, safety tips, suggestions for alternate materials to use, a glossary, and further resources. Steckley’s full-color artwork is fun and engaging and clearly depicts how the machines are supposed to work. While it’s debatable whether most of these projects will function in the real world, even with repeated tries, creative inventors may enjoy trying them anyway or coming up with their own improvements. A decent selection of inventions for patient kids who enjoy tinkering. (Nonfiction. 8-12)
978-1-338-89413-4 Ruin Road Giles, Lamar MS Horn Book, 08/01/24, Kincade Webster, a Black star wide receiver for the mostly white Neeson Preparatory Academy in Virginia, has ambitions of attending The Ohio State University and going on to the NFL. He puts up with racism at his school (and online) and tries to keep his head in the game. But when he takes the bus home one day, a white woman accuses him of grabbing her, and fellow passengers take her side, causing Cade to make a quick exit. Ducking into a pawn shop (where, unbeknownst to Cade, otherworldly forces are at work), he says to the shopkeeper, "I wish everyone would stop acting so scared around me." This wish sends Cade on an unwanted and terrifying journey on the Ruin Road between life and death and an association with his neighborhood's evil slumlord Arvin Skinner, who long ago made a bargain with the Night Merchant: years would be added to Skinner's life in return for Skinner's causing pain and suffering to others (including murder). Skinner's influence is now everywhere in Cade's life, endangering him, his friends, his neighborhood, and Neeson Prep. Giles's horror thriller is expertly crafted and indeed truly horrifying, weaving many threads into this tapestry of evil: Cade's father's lung cancer; violence by the local gang; bomb threats called in to his school; issues of racism, wealth and privilege, and family. Pair this with Giles's The Getaway (rev. 11/22) for a double-header of evil and mayhem.Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A star football player makes a life-changing wish that comes to haunt himKincade Webster III attends high school on an athletic scholarship-he's one of the few Black students at the exclusive, mostly white Neeson Preparatory Academy in Virginia. With his dad dying of lung cancer, Cade dreams of making it in the NFL so that he'll be able to support his mom and younger sister. He also wants to someday help his childhood best friend, Booker, and Booker's sister, Gabby, leave their neighborhood of Jacobs Court. Meanwhile, the school's football games are frequently being canceled due to anonymous bomb threats. Fearing for his own safety after a white woman on the bus misinterprets Cade's helpful gesture as criminal and riles up an angry crowd, he flees, ending up hiding from the police in a pawn shop. Following a strange interaction with the eccentric shopkeeper, Cade utters the fateful words, "I wish everyone would stop acting so scared around me," thus triggering a series of chaotic, otherworldly consequences and leading him to Ruin Road, or "the road between realms." Giles' robust descriptions of the setting and nuanced characterization provide this intricately plotted story with incredible depth. Occasional perspective shifts deftly flesh out the landscape of suspenseful supernatural elements, and abhorrent acts of racism bring a sobering sense of reality to this magic-filled story.A riveting thriller that seamlessly incorporates powerful social themes.(Paranormal thriller. 14-18)
9780063098718 Sabrena swept away Riazi, Karuna MS School Library Journal Xpress (July 25, 2025) Gr 4-7-After relocating from Brooklyn to Richmond, VA, to help care for her grandmother, Sabrena Bhuiyan feels unmoored; disconnected from her friends, her old life, and the deep storytelling bond she once shared with Grandma, whose dementia is worsening. When a mysterious indoor flood carries her into a dreamlike version of The Thousand and One Nights, Sabrena must navigate a world of jinn, sinking kingdoms, and shifting time to uncover the story that will carry her home. Riazi blends contemporary family drama with folkloric fantasy in a lyrical, emotionally layered tale. Sabrena's grief and anxiety are rendered with care, as is her longing to live up to her grandmother's storytelling gift. The fantasy elements-Marjana as Ali Baba's sharp-witted adopted daughter, a sentient sea kingdom, and a cursed prince-are evocative if sometimes diffuse. The pacing lags after the powerful opening, and some connections (such as Sabrena's lineage and the rules of the magical world) remain vague. Still, the central metaphor shines: that storytelling holds power to heal, preserve memory, and guide transformation. Sabrena is Bangladeshi and Black, and cultural specificity runs throughout, from family dynamics to her experiences at an Islamic school. Riazi's prose is lush and sensory, especially in depicting watery thresholds and shifting realms. VERDICT A heartfelt portal fantasy that centers heritage, memory, and the connective power of stories. A strong choice for readers drawn to lyrical writing and emotionally resonant adventures.-Rose Garrett © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (June 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 19)) Grades 3-6. According to family lore, Sabrena is descended from Sinbad the Sailor. It seems far-fetched, but it would certainly explain her affinity for water. Stories, particularly those from One Thousand and One Nights, have always been a huge part of her family life—and never more so than now, with her grandmother’s dementia worsening; stories are the only thing that can bring her back to the present. Sabrena is unsure of her own storytelling skills, and starting at a new Islamic school does nothing to help her confidence. But when she suddenly produces puddles that act as a portal to her beloved book, Sabrena is faced with a whole new set of pressing problems: mythical monsters, a sunken kingdom, and a race to get back home to help her grandmother. The wondrous storybook surroundings and occasionally unsettling mythological figures are delightfully drawn, and the fast pace and shorter length will appeal to a wide range of ages. A beautiful, bite-sized fairy tale that reminds readers of the power in telling your own story.
978-0-593-11250-2 Safe Harbor Venkatraman, Padma MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 11/01/24, Gr 5 Up Venkatraman's latest novel beautifully captures the theme of finding love by letting go. Gheeta, a young girl from Tamil Nadu, India, relocates to America with her mother after her parents' divorce. Leaving behind her beloved patti, appa, and dog Dhurrie, Gheeta struggles with sadness and adjustment in her new environment, where she faces bullies and cultural challenges. However, her life begins to change when Miguel, a boy her age, and Santo, a harp seal pup in need of rescue, enter her world. Through her efforts to help Santo and connect with her new friends, Gheeta discovers her place in this unfamiliar setting and learns that sometimes release is necessary for growth. Written in verse, this novel offers a poignant exploration of emotional resilience and the bittersweet nature of change. It will particularly resonate with readers who value themes of personal growth, cultural adjustment, and the power of compassion. Additionally, environmental advocates will find the subplot of rescuing Santo and the broader message of climate awareness engaging and relevant, which is a perfect fit for middle school library collections. VERDICT The novel is a must-read for those who appreciate lyrical storytelling with emotional depth.â€” Jessica SiddharthALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Geetha's life is turned upside down when she and her mother move from India to Rhode Island, where being an immigrant in a new elementary school leaves her feeling alienated, angry, and longing for connection. After a chance encounter with a neighborhood boy and a calming walk in the sand, Geetha finds the connection she craves in a seal that has washed ashore due to injuries from human pollution. As Geetha acclimates to her new home, she uses her connection to this injured seal and her lifelong love of music to forge a new way forward for herself and her mother. Geeta's love for music drives the poetic lines of this novel in verse, which is characterized by erratic, somewhat jumpy pacing that reflects Geetha's journey towards happiness. Simple and relatable, Safe Harbor mixes themes of coming-of-age, immigration, and conservation into a sweet story accessible to younger elementary readers as well as those who enjoy Kerry O'Malla Cerra, Saadia Faruqi, and Barbara Dee.
978-0-8234-5775-5 Scattergood Bouwman, H. M. MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 12/01/24, Starred Review Bouwman takes a seemingly mundane setting (1941 West Branch, Iowa) and crafts a heartfelt bildungsroman that even adult readers will enjoy. Peggy Mott, 13, lives in a rural, predominantly Quaker farming community, where her life consists of farm chores, school, and adventures with her cousin Delia. Or it did, until Delia developed leukemia fatal diagnosis in 1941. Meanwhile, the Quaker-operated Scattergood Hostel has started housing Jewish refugees from Europe. The mathematically inclined Peggy, who is told that her cousin is terminally ill while Delia herself remains unaware, is determined to prove that Delia can be cured. Narrative tension tightens as Delia's health fades over the next seven months, alongside the looming threat of a war with Europe. Peggy's character undergoes transformations as she develops a crush on Jewish refugee Gunther, wavers in her faith while seeking answers for Delia's treatment, and is increasingly dishonest with her parents. The unfiltered, yet tightly woven narrative culminates as Peggy comes to understand that everything must get worse before it can get better. This is a timeless coming-of-age novel that breathes new life into the middle-grade WWII genre. The author's note expounds upon the Scattergood Hostel setting and advancements in medical treatments and lists further reading titles.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 12/01/24, In 1941, against the backdrop of turbulent world events, life unfolds in a tightknit, largely Quaker farming community where friends and family are one and the samePrecocious, math-brained Peggy Mott, a Methodist 12-year-old who presents white, is the youngest student entering high school in rural West Branch, Iowa. Peggy is grappling with best friend Delia's leukemia diagnosis, a first crush (on 16-year-old German Jewish refugee Gunther), a first dance, and changing relationships with friends and family. Refugees from Europe, mostly Jewish, have been staying at the nearby Scattergood Hostel, which is run by Quakers. Bouwman paints a rich, detailed landscape, from mundane farm chores to deeply layered explorations of characters and relationships. Peggy's astute and observant first-person narrative captures her personal journey as she struggles with self-awareness, stages of grief, and her changing perspective as she's exposed to the greater complexities of the world. Equal parts tender and heartwarming and tragically heartbreaking, this story, which will appeal to fans of Lauren Wolk, also offers a realistic depiction of marriage, showing compromises, challenges, and the different ways people care for and love each other. Readers will become deeply invested in the fully developed characters-each flawed and human but doing their best, Peggy included. The power of stories to connect people with others, bear witness, and create joy is an interwoven theme running throughout the text.An engaging, textured, and deeply humane coming-of-age novel. (author's note)(Historical fiction. 9-14)
978-0-593-30696-3 School Dance Sax, Sarah MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 07/01/25, Milo thinks he can't dance-in fact, he's convinced that he's cursedIn this third installment in Sax's charming Brinkley Yearbooks graphic novel series, Mexican American Milo Castillo is vexed by a self-induced hex: Every time he dances, disaster follows. After mortifying experiences at a friend's bar mitzvah and a group dance lesson, Milo is utterly dejected when he hears about the upcoming Snowball Soiree. Luckily, Abue, his beloved abuela, has moved into the Castillo home. Even though she's been warned against driving, Abue whisks Milo and his friends off to experience live Tejano music, which he enjoys both musically and aesthetically. The experience leaves him with a stronger connection to his heritage as well as more self-confidence in his dancing-but Milo feels guilty for lying to his parents about Abue's driving and conflicted about where to draw the line when trying to please others. When Abue's failing eyesight catches up with her clandestine drives, Milo must make a hard choice. This latest entry maintains the high standards of Sax's series. Milo is wholly relatable and accessible, adroitly portraying the ups and downs of adolescence. Sposto's vibrantly alluring colors and Sax's gift for highlighting facial expressions and emotions imbue Milo's journey of self-acceptance and confidence with deeper levels of nuance that are certain to resonate with readers long after the last page is turned.Emotionally astute and sure to inspire readers to embrace dancing to their own beat. (author's note)(Graphic fiction. 8-12)Kirkus Reviews, 08/25/25, Milo thinks he can't dance-in fact, he's convinced that he's cursedIn this third installment in Sax's charming Brinkley Yearbooks graphic novel series, Mexican American Milo Castillo is vexed by a self-induced hex: Every time he dances, disaster follows. After mortifying experiences at a friend's bar mitzvah and a group dance lesson, Milo is utterly dejected when he hears about the upcoming Snowball Soiree. Luckily, Abue, his beloved abuela, has moved into the Castillo home. Even though she's been warned against driving, Abue whisks Milo and his friends off to experience live Tejano music, which he enjoys both musically and aesthetically. The experience leaves him with a stronger connection to his heritage as well as more self-confidence in his dancing-but Milo feels guilty for lying to his parents about Abue's driving and conflicted about where to draw the line when trying to please others. When Abue's failing eyesight catches up with her clandestine drives, Milo must make a hard choice. This latest entry maintains the high standards of Sax's series. Milo is wholly relatable and accessible, adroitly portraying the ups and downs of adolescence. Sposto's vibrantly alluring colors and Sax's gift for highlighting facial expressions and emotions imbue Milo's journey of self-acceptance and confidence with deeper levels of nuance that are certain to resonate with readers long after the last page is turned.Emotionally astute and sure to inspire readers to embrace dancing to their own beat. (author's note)(Graphic fiction. 8-12)
978-0-593-64629-8 School for Invisible Boys Hutchinson, Shaun David MS ALA Booklist, 12/28/23, In a tale that doesn't hang together too well but features a spectacularly lurid monster and young folk with intriguing supernatural abilities, Hutchinson plants sixth-grader Hector at a parochial boys' school where he hears disembodied voices, his closest friend turns into a vicious bully in the wake of a tentative request to become boyfriends, and Hector discovers that he can transport himself into a dimension where lost items go to become unseen, unheard, and even totally forgotten (sometimes, by some people, as convenient to the plot). When Hector also discovers that he shares that interstitial space with a glutinous fear monster who has been enabling bullies and feeding on the pain of their victims, he recruits a surprising number of improbably credulous schoolmates in a vague scheme to corner the monster. If the climax collapses in a heap with the timely arrival of a secret society of monster hunters, a deus ex machina if ever there was one, there are still enough creepy bits and quirky twists to keep readers engaged.Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, When bullying triggers Hector's unsuspected ability to turn invisible, it seems like a superpower-but he's not invisible to the monster lurking at school.At home, sixth grader Hector faces bullying stepbrothers and a stepfather who values sports over piano. He was reconciled to his Catholic boys' school thanks to best friend Blake-until Hector asked Blake to be his boyfriend, and Blake (despite having two moms) turned into a homophobic bully. After Hector discovers his power of invisibility while hiding from Blake, he encounters former pupil Orson, who's been stuck there for years being invisible and pursued by the tentacled gelim, who entraps vulnerable students and feeds on their fears. As a gay boy and a Black boy (respectively) in a predominantly white school, Hector and Orson are easy targets. Wanting to save Orson and defeat the gelim, Hector finds allies in school librarian Mr. Morhill and Samantha, Mr. Morhill's niece, a fellow student others perceive as a boy; Orson is also an active participant who supports Hector. Throughout his ordeals, Hector still hopes Blake will return to normal. This well-structured story is threaded with themes of misjudgment, misunderstanding, forgetting, and forgiveness. Both the visible and invisible worlds are evocatively described, and the characters are believably flawed. Despite mitigating circumstances, Hector's swift forgiveness of Blake may sit uneasily with some readers, and while the gelim is suitably terrifying, the convoluted details about how it functions may be confusing.Invisibility offers no protection in this well-paced, multilayered horror story. (Paranormal. 9-12)
978-1-665-98228-3 School for Thieves Burns, Peter MS Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 06/19/25, Orphaned 13-year-old Tom Morgan has spent years perfecting the art of thievery. With no knowledge of his parents beyond his mother possibly being from Egypt, he survives by picking strangersâ€™ pockets on the streets of London, all the while avoiding snatchers who would lock him up in a workhouse if caught. Things look grim when his friends are captured by snatchers. Then Tom receives the chance of a lifetime after a mysterious man hands him a card that reads, â€œWanted: the clever, the cunning, and the fearless. Must be willing to risk death daily. Fortunes available for the most daring and capable.â€� Tom soon finds himself whisked away to Beaufortâ€™s School for Deceptive Arts, an elite boarding academy for thieves, where he hopes to learn the skills necessary to save his friends. But as he immerses himself within this new world of sneak and cunning, it becomes clear that there is more to Beaufortâ€™s than meets the eye. In his childrenâ€™s debut, Burns (This Is Your Everest, for adults) deploys propulsive pacing and action-packed plotting to spin a page-turning, edge-of-the-seat adventure. Meticulously unraveled secrets and personable characters will have readers clamoring for the next volume of this enthralling series starter. Ages 10â€“up. (Aug.)ALA Booklist, 06/19/25, Tom Morgan is a 13-year-old orphan on the streets of London who has managed to evade workhouse snatchers, thanks to his bond with other orphans and knack for trickery. But when his friends are captured, Tom grows desperate and determined to break them free. With no money and few options, he is enticed by a mysterious recruitment card promising fortune to the daring and capable. Following this card leads him to a mysterious recruiter and, later, to the remote location of the Beaufort School for Deceptive Arts. As he begins to learn the ropes of this unconventional boarding school preparing new thieves for the Shadow League, Tom wonders if he's gotten in over his head. Morgan leads readers on a fast-paced journey of jewelry heists and boarding school brawls, delivering a dabbling of dark academia to the middle-grade audience. The story can be difficult to follow with its large cast of characters, but once a reader is absorbed, they'll root for Tom on his quest to become a Shadow League graduate.
978-0-593-69941-6 Schoolbot 9000 Hepburn, Sam MS Kirkus Reviews, 06/17/25, It takes a village to resist a technology mega-corporation's AI takeover of educationEleven-year-old James Lee likes making art, an activity he used to enjoy with his late father. Now, his single mom uses an autonomous HomeBot to help raise James, and she encourages him to think of it as family. Is it any wonder that he's the first to question his middle school's adoption of tech company Bux Global's SCHOOLBOT? While SCHOOLBOT is able to make a convincing sales pitch to parents and promises to provide virtual tutoring, it also interferes with the classrooms it's ostensibly meant to monitor. Students and teachers alike notice the would-be helper emphasizing students' future employability, excessively criticizing their art projects, and violating their privacy. The CEO of Bux Global tries to suppress criticism of the company's AI, but a growing coalition of protesters and activists (including teachers and parents) provides crucial checks and balances on their corporate influence. SCHOOLBOT and HomeBot, with their mechanical bodies and reflective eyes, frequently steal the show with their attempts to relate to or improve their human hosts. The flow chart depicting HomeBot's drily logical attempt to provide emotional support to James is attractive and narratively compelling. The cartoon-style panels in soft, muted pastels are visually pleasing and interestingly varied. James has light tan skin and curly brown hair, and supporting characters are diverse in appearance.A timely tale to inspire rumination on the promise and dangers of AI.(Graphic science fiction. 9-12)School Library Journal, 07/01/25, Gr 4-6, This timely, engaging, and funny story looks at the intersection of AI and one kid's daily life. Fifth grader James recently lost his dad and now lives with his mom in a big city with robots everywhere. James does not like robots but must contend with one at home that cooks, cleans, and monitors his behavior and moods. To make matters worse, his school has been chosen to test a new teaching robot: the SchoolBot 9000. Red flags begin to appear quickly as the AI models are given complete access to records and private information. Questionable pedagogy based solely on test outcomes becomes the guiding norm, and James's worst fear comes true when beloved teachers are replaced by the AIs. Themes of big tech vs. free will are explored as mounting opposition inside and outside the school results in protests about the robot manufacturer's true intentions. Hint: they are not altruistic. Meanwhile, at home, James's family robot reads his journal and becomes more humanlike, nudging the narrative into Turing Test developments. Full-color panels are loaded with realistic dialogue and clever diagrams. James and his family are white with more diversity among the students and teachers at school. VERDICT An exploration on humans vs. machines combines with a student navigating middle school life. Graphic novel fans will gobble this up and be eager for the next installment. Highly recommended. â€” Elisabeth LeBris
978-1-338-83588-5 Sea Legs Bakes, Jules MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 01/01/25, Gr 4 Up This absorbing graphic novel, the result of an opportune pairing between Bakes and Smith, depicts the experience of Janey, a fourth grader whose family leaves Florida to live on a sailboat and tour the Caribbean islands in 1995, pre-smartphone and internet. After an explanation of how one lives on a boat, which landlocked readers will find interesting, it becomes clear that Janey is just like any other kid: curious, obstinate, age-appropriately narcissistic, and oppositional despite cruising amongst the islands. Janey is hungry for friends someone to hang out with other than her parents, who are consumed by their lifestyle, literally keeping them afloat. Eventually, Janey makes a friend, a slightly older girl named Astrid living on another boat across the anchorage in the U.S. Virgin Islands, where Janey's family boat has stopped for her parents to work. Janey and Astrid's friendship is typical cool, older girl versus younger, eager girl. The story shifts from a nautical adventure to a friendship drama set in a tropical locale as the two girls get to know each other. Readers will be intrigued by Astrid's edgy influence on Janey, who is simply looking for some fun but starts making questionable decisions when they are on land alone, away from their vessels and parents. Smith's comics easily convey the characters' emotions and the differences between Janey and Astrid. The authors' notes at the end explain the autobiographical aspects of the book; readers will be left wanting more adventures from Janey. VERDICT This captivating story about stormy friendships and life at sea is a must-have for middle grade graphic novel collections. Kim GardnerHorn Book, 04/01/25, This heartfelt graphic novel explores the uncharted waters of growing up, friendship, and self-discovery. Soon after Janey finishes third grade, she and her family move onto their red-sailed schooner to live and to sail the Caribbean Islands. Janey misses her home and wishes for an ordinary life with a "Normal House" and "Real School" rather than "Fourth Grade in a Box" (what Mom calls homeschool). But then she befriends Astrid, another boat kid who is older and more daring. Janey finds herself both drawn to and frustrated by her new friend's unpredictable personality until she learns that Astrid harbors her own secrets and wishes. Janey discovers the value of leaving your comfort zone as she is forced to confront fears, examine boundaries, and understand what it means to trust others. Bakes's narrative effectively integrates ideas of belonging and gratitude and uses the ocean and weather as metaphors for personal growth. Smith's colorful illustrations reflect the ocean's -- and the protagonist's -- ever-changing moods. Inventive panels that showcase handwritten letters, maps, and annotated sketches further immerse readers in Janey's world. An appended author's note explains connections to Bakes's childhood.

9781338746730 Second to None Howell, Destiny MS
School Library Journal, 09/30/2024
Gr 3–7—In her sophomore novel, Howell brings back Darius James, aka DJ, and he's ready to tackle the newest con at Ella Fitzgerald Middle School. When DJ opens up his locker to find a note with a broken No. 1 pencil attached and the letters 'BPS' written on it, his investigative wheels start turning despite telling his friends that they should take a break from their problem-solving "operation." After some research, DJ notices that certain classmates always win first place; first chair in band, class president, football captain. But since the start of the school year, those usual suspects have been knocked from their pedestals, and those who come up second are now in positions of power or prestige. There's a new operation on campus, and DJ convinces his friends to help him uncover the truth and restore campus order. The plot requires suspension of disbelief as student hall monitors rule and have the power to write passes and get students out of class. A couple of students, DJ's friend Connor included, run an underground candy market from the boys bathroom, and one student gets caught and suspended. The students have too much power at Fitz and run the school with very few adults in sight. VERDICT Despite issues, this is a fine addition to libraries looking to expand their middle grade collections; fans of Gordon Korman and Max Brailler will enjoy DJ's high jinks.—Beth Brentlinger Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 09/14/2024
Middle school life is about to get even more complicated in this stand-alone follow-up to 2022’s High Score. DJ leads a group of friends who complete jobs for other Ella Fitzgerald Middle School students. Audrey is their charming face, Conor is quick and tech-savvy, and Monty is the gentle muscle. DJ is the mastermind and the one they trust to come up with the best plans. After his latest job, he finds a mysterious note with a broken pencil in his locker. Around the same time, Malik, a friend who was on his team at his old school, reappears, kickstarting a mission like none that DJ’s embarked on before. He quickly finds himself wrapped up in a conspiracy that threatens the very balance of middle school life, and he must forge unlikely alliances with other groups at his school if they stand a chance of solving the mystery before it blows up—and they become collateral damage. Interesting, well-written characters with wildly different personalities engage in witty banter, coming together to create the ultimate middle school team. The mystery draws readers in as it unravels and the pieces fall into place. The satisfying ending ties up all the loose ends without feeling forced or rushed. The first book established that DJ is Black and Conor and Audrey are white; Monty has a French father and an Arabic-speaking mother. A clever school story with a well-drawn cast and a page-turning mystery. (Adventure. 8-12)

978-1-536-23088-8 Secret Library Magoon, Kekla MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, A restless, adventure-seeking tween finds herself in a special library.Eleven-year-old Delilah "Dally" Peteharrington is struggling with the death of her grandfather and the loss of the love, acceptance, and excitement he brought to her life. Her mother grieves by becoming more rigid, insisting on lessons to prepare Dally to take over the family business. After her mother refuses to allow her to join an after-school club, Dally steals an envelope Grandpa left her, which her mom has insisted on locking away until she's come of age. Inside, she finds a mysterious map that leads her to a library full of books that are portals to the past. From them, Dally learns things her mother refuses to talk about and has adventures she never could have imagined, including going on a pirate ship. Dally is biracial; her mom is white, but Dally knows little about her deceased Black father, and the more she learns about both sides of her family, the more intrigued she becomes. It becomes clear that her destiny is greater than simply assuming the place her mother is preparing her for. Multiple award-winner Magoon has crafted an engrossing story that skillfully combines a coming-of-age story with fantasy and historical fiction. Dally is an irresistible protagonist, full of curiosity and longing for the joy she experienced with her grandfather. The lively, well-written narrative contains many surprises, pulling readers into Dally's life and the incredible choices she must make.A deeply satisfying, page-turning, genre-defying read. (Time-travel fantasy. 8-12)Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 04/03/25, The 1921 spree killing of 11 Black men in rural Jasper County, Geo., and the subsequent trial of the white man responsible uncovered the ugly underbelly of peonage, â€œa form of slavery that had survived in the South for generations after Appomattox,â€� according to this propulsive history from bestseller Swift (Chesapeake Requiem). In a system created by plantation owners in coordination with local police, a young Black man would be arrested for a trumped-up offense, jailed, and charged with exorbitant fines, which a white farmer would offer to pay in return for the prisonerâ€™s labor. However, as Swift explains, once on the farm, the prisoner would be forbidden to leave, â€œtrapped in what amounted to debt slavery.â€� Federal agents at the Bureau of Investigation, tipped off by an escapee, went to Georgia to interview plantation owners about the illegal practice, including John S. Williams, who proceeded to kill 11 of his farmhands in a two-week span to cover up earlier murders and peonage on his plantation. As a result of the eyewitness testimony of Clyde Manning, another captive who served as Williamsâ€™s de facto overseer, an all-white jury convicted Williams, and he was sentenced to life in prison. The ease of reading Swiftâ€™s efficient prose belies its elegance: â€œSoon the houses fell away, and the cotton rose, and they were in the country.â€� This is a must-read. (Apr.)
978-0-06-324599-0 Seeds of Discovery: How Barbara Mcclintock Used Corn and Curiosity to Solve a Science Mystery and Win a NAlexander, Lori MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, Starred Review Growing up during the early 1900s, Barbara McClintock often ran with the boys in her Brooklyn neighborhood, joining in their tree-climbing as well as football and baseball games. At school, she was endlessly curious about her favorite subject: science. Fortunately, she never outgrew that fascination. The more she learned, the more questions she raised and, once she graduated from college, the more time and energy she put into finding the answers through basic research. Unconventional in her short haircuts and practical, masculine clothes, McClintock was sometimes excluded by her peers at universities, but she carried on her research into the location and workings of genes using maize plants. In 1983, she was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine. Alexander's approach is to present McClintock as a woman of great intelligence, independence, and drive while explaining the basics of genetics and DNA to give readers a fuller understanding of her work. Both the text and the back matter are informative, and the attractive digital illustrations are helpful in their visual interpretations of the concepts discussed. A little smaller in format and denser in text than a typical picture-book biography, the book offers science-lovers a challenging but rewarding introduction to a significant twentieth-century scientist and her accomplishmentsStarred Review for Kirkus Reviews, A winning profile of a stubbornly self-motivated researcher who, through decades of study, revolutionized our understanding of geneticsAcclaimed (eventually) by the Nobel Prize Committee for making "one of the two great discoveries of our times in genetics" (the other was the structure of DNA, discovered by others), Barbara McClintock was the very model of a maverick scientist. "It begins," Alexander writes, "with a girl who loves science," studies biology and plays jazz banjo in college, exchanges dresses for more practical trousers, and goes on to parlay an early fascination with the chromosomes found in corn cells into a lifelong study that culminates in finding the "jumping genes" ("transposons") that play vital roles in genetic variance between generations. The author explains McClintock's achievements in clear, nontechnical language and, after acknowledging her death at age 90 in 1992, goes on to highlight some of the advances, from the Human Genome Project to the development of CRISPR technology, that have resulted from her work. Along with close-ups of corn and chromosomes, Santo offers gracefully composed views of McClintock addressing colleagues and welcoming racially diverse groups of students to join her for tea and brownies. Most often, however, she's in solitary absorption, hard at work in labs and cornfields. What will remain with readers is a memorable picture of an independent woman's life in science, as well as a clear understanding of her contributions and a vivid sense of the joy she took in making them.Absorbing and inspirational. (timeline, glossary, source notes, bibliography, photo credits)(Nonfiction. 8-12)
978-0-7595-5527-3 Shock the Monkey Shusterman, Neal and Elfman, Eric MS Continuation of series - no reviews
978-0-316-34839-3 Silverborn: The Mystery of Morrigan Crow Townsend, Jessica MS Continuation of series - no reviews

9781665912792 Skandar and the Chaos Trials Steadman, A F MS series book 3 
From Follett
"Ages 8-12"--Back cover. "To survive their third year of training, Skandar and his friends must complete a series of terrifying trials across the Island's elemental zones. Friendships, allegiances, and rider-unicorn bonds will be pushed to the limit--only the strongest will make it. Meanwhile, Skandar's sister, Kenna, has finally reached the Eyrie. But with a forged bond to a wild unicorn, she is alienated and alone. And when a terrible discovery puts the future of the Island in peril, all fingers point in one direction"--Provided by publisher.

9780593116272 Slob Potter, Ellen MS
School Library Journal Starred, 06/30/2009
Gr 6-8–Owen is the fattest–and smartest–seventh grader in his New York City school. When he’s not ducking the school bully or trying to survive the world’s most sadistic P.E. teacher, he invents things. Currently Owen has two projects–a TV that will show events in the past and a trap to catch the thief who keeps stealing the Oreos from his lunchbox. There’s a lot of middle school banter and adolescent dialogue. However, what begins as a lighthearted adventure gradually takes on a darker tone. Owen calls his invention Nemesis and insists that it needs to reach exactly two years back. As the story evolves, readers learn that there are places in town where he feels distinctly uncomfortable, and that he treasures a note that says only “SLOB.” Step by step, Owen reveals the tragedy behind his concerns. Two years earlier, he was hiding in the basement of the family store, listening as his parents were killed by an intruder. Adopted by the 911 operator who took his call after the murders, he dreams of identifying the perpetrator. Although Nemesis fails to solve the crime, Owen is finally able to find closure, with help from his sister, their friends, and, surprisingly, from the dreaded bully himself. A sensitive, touching, and sometimes heartbreakingly funny picture of middle school life.–Elaine E. Knight, Lincoln Elementary Schools, IL Copyright 2009 Reed Business Information.

Booklist (June 1, 2009 (Vol. 105, No. 19))
Grades 4-7. Twelve-year-old Owen and his sister attend a progressive New York City school where there are no desks, “Just workstations. Which are basically desks.” Despite the school motto, “Compassion, Not Competition,” overweight Owen is victimized by his sadistic gym teacher as well as by many fellow students. In his spare time, he attempts to construct a video playback time machine in order to discover who murdered his parents two years earlier. Slowly, Owen realizes whom he can trust and what matters to him now. Self-aware and ironic, Owen makes a sympathetic narrator. Readers will also enjoy the portrayals of his younger sister Caitlin, who insists that her name is Jeremy now that she’s joined GWAB (Girls Who Are Boys), and transfer student/outcast Mason Rigg, who, rumor has it, carries a switchblade tucked into his sock. Loose ends that appear in the narrative early on are tied up a little too neatly by the end, but the vividly drawn characters offer plenty to enjoy along the way.

978-1-452-14422-1 Smash, Crash, Topple, Roll!: The Inventive Rube Goldberg--A Life in Comics, Contraptions, and Six SimpleThimmesh, Catherine MS School Library Journal, 02/01/25, Gr 2 This fun picture book biography of the puzzle icon doubles as inspiration for STEM-loving children to create their own Rube Goldberg machines. Thimmesh's engaging text explains who Goldberg was before providing real-life examples of famous Goldberg machines that spring to life with McCloskey's cartoon-style artwork. The chain reactions in these complicated machines are broken down into six simple machines: the lever, the wheel and axle, the inclined plane, the wedge, the screw, and the pulley. These physics examples are interspersed with more biographical information. While some of the science goes in-depth and is best suited to older elementary and even middle school students, the youngest of budding inventors will get a physics primer and enjoy the playful and colorful illustrations. Back matter includes a glossary; a lengthy list of sources; and lists of websites with videos of some contraptions, contests, and makerspaces. VERDICT An excellent physics primer and inspiration for young engineers who enjoy creating their own machines to perform simple tasks. Carrie Voliva Kirkus Reviews, 08/25/25, Rube Goldberg's comics inspired contemporary designsGoldberg (1883-1970) imagined how ordinary objects might do extraordinary things. He channeled his ideas into comics, and along the way, the name Rube Goldberg became an adjective: "doing something simple in a very complicated way that is not necessary." Take Goldberg's comic "Professor Butts and the Self-Operating Napkin"-a man takes a spoonful of soup, which triggers a catapult that eventually leads to a scythe cutting a string, allowing a napkin to wipe the man's mouth. Thimmesh's narrative encapsulates this over-the-top spirit. Her opening two spreads, hilariously illustrated by McCloskey, offer brilliantly convoluted suggestions for reading this book. A biographical section on Goldberg follows, along with several spreads examining the ways contemporary people have built three-dimensional Goldberg contraptions. Having connected the past to the present, Thimmesh makes a more important point: "Beneath the whimsy lies the science." Six simple machines that come up in Goldberg's comics-the lever, the wheel and axle, the inclined plane, the wedge, the screw, and the pulley-each get their own page of explanation and comic treatment. Guidance on building a Rube Goldberg machine is followed by amusing, thoughtful tips. Balancing humor, creativity, and science, Thimmesh has crafted a work Goldberg himself would approve of. McCloskey's exuberant cartoon illustrations make the science easy to grasp; human characters vary in skin tone.Funny, chock-full of science, and wonderfully complicated-like its subject matter. (afterword, glossary, sources)(Informational picture book. 8-12)
978-1-419-77013-5 Smoke & Mirrors Ransaw, Rosalyn MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, Starred Review Andy is sorry. Sorry that his aunt has to put up with him all summer. Sorry that his dad is in jail and too embarrassed to talk to him about it. Sorry that Mr. Gilbert's barn burned down, even though he didn't do it. Everyone's all too willing to believe that Andy, the town's only Black kid, is responsible, though. Now, as punishment, he has to spend the summer helping Mr. Gilbert restore an old home that's linked to a decades-old mystery. The former owner of the home was the Red Nave, a master magician who vanished after a murder occurred at his show. Mr. Gilbert has long been obsessed with the tale, so Andy strikes a bargain with the old man: if he can discover the Red Nave's identity and the truth about that night, Andy can stop working on the house. Andy is eager to get his summer back, but he's also interested in potentially proving the Red Nave's innocence d, by extension, Andy's and his father's. Debut author Ransaw has built a mystery that is as satisfying to adults as it will be to middleschool readers. Her message of self-advocacy is particularly empowering, and readers will feel gratified by Andy's emergence as a stronger, more confident kid. A worthwhile read for any mystery fan or anyone in need of a little magic.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Following his father's arrest, 12-year-old Andy Carter finds himself stuck in small-town Nyle Park, OhioAndy's mom left a while ago, so he's staying with Aunt Nonie while Dad awaits his hearing. After a firecracker gets out of control, accidentally burning down an old barn, Andy faces punishment: helping the barn's owner, Mr. Gilbert, restore a run-down property he owns in lieu of being sent to juvenile court. While working with grumpy Mr. Gilbert, Andy finds himself becoming intrigued by the story of the house's previous owner, the mysterious masked performer known as the Red Nave, who captivated people's imaginations with his amazing magic shows before vanishing. His sudden disappearance, which Mr. Gilbert is obsessed with, occurred after Red Nave supposedly murdered someone. Andy strikes a deal with Mr. Gilbert: If he can discover the magician's secret identity and determine whether he was responsible for the death, his punishment will be over. But Andy quickly learns that solving a decades-old mystery won't be easy. His father's arrest, which Andy feels was unjust, has weakened his trust in the justice system, and, unlike in the city where he lived with Dad, he's aware that people treat him differently as one of the few Black people in Nyle Park. Ransaw's fast-paced debut offers an introspective look at dealing with racism and ambiguous grief through the eyes of a preteen. Through an intriguing mystery, the story explores biases and preconceptions.A fast-paced, adventurous journey in search of the truth. (author's note)(Mystery. 8-12)
978-1-546-12608-9 Snoop Korman, Gordon MS Kirkus Reviews, A laid-up and bored seventh grader discovers that his seemingly ordinary North Carolina town is a hotbed of puzzling mysteriesTaking his classes remotely while confined to his home with two broken legs in the wake of a skiing accident, Carter quickly discovers that it's easy to hack local security cameras-but somewhat less easy to believe what he sees. Is his longtime crush Lacey really going out with sneering A-lister Maddox? Why is a stranger in a red Maserati parking in different spots all over town, day after day? Most startling of all, why are a red panda and other endangered creatures roaming the streets at night? Getting answers looks to be impossible, considering Carter's lack of mobility, particularly after an urgent call to the police about a supposed crime in progress only gets a bunch of classmates in trouble, which sends his reputation so far down the toilet that even his best friend ghosts him. Korman dishes up an expert mix of entertaining foolery, peer and family dynamics, and cautionary messages about both the ethical nuances of online snooping and the hazards of jumping to conclusions. Names cue some diversity in the cast.Funny and thought-provoking, no bones about it.(Fiction. 11-13)School Library Journal, 07/01/25, Gr 4-7 Korman's latest delivers a Rear Window premise for the middle grade set, complete with exotic animals, amateur sleuthing, and a screen-addicted protagonist stuck at home. After a ski accident leaves 12-year-old Carter Peregrine with two broken legs, he discovers he can access public surveillance cameras around his small town&30;and then goes a step further. What begins as boredom-fueled snooping escalates into a full-blown investigation involving cryptic vans, a red panda, and a suspected animal-smuggling ring. The plot moves at Korman's trademark, brisk pace, building to a suspenseful climax involving a high-speed wheelchair chase and a loose snow leopard. Carter's voice is believably tween, and the relationship with his guilt-ridden younger brother, Martin, adds warmth and humor. While the mystery is engaging and the stakes feel real, Carter's moral reasoning remains murky; his passionate defense of endangered animals is never balanced against the ethical implications of tapping into private camera feeds. His uncritical infatuation with classmate Lacey also feels strained. The supporting cast, while serviceable, lacks depth and appears to default to white, with little cultural specificity. Though the character development doesn't reach the depth of Ungifted or Schooled , fans of Korman's accessible, fast-moving stories will find plenty to enjoy. VERDICT A high-interest mystery with broad appeal for existing Korman fans; an easy addition to shelves where his titles are popular. Rose Garrett
978-1-637-15616-2 Snowcat Prince Norlund, Dina Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/07/24, A young feline prince journeys to find a mysterious magical crown in hopes of saving the kingdom.According to snowcat lore, over a thousand years ago, there lived an Eldking who had his smiths forge a crown made of magic called aura. When he was attacked by the cunning, evil shape-shifting sandfoxes, the Eldking and the crown were never seen again, and the snowcats were cursed. Syv is the youngest snowcat of the seven princes. Earnest and well-liked, he is seen as a threat by his brothers, who send him out alone to acquire the Eldking's crown, a near-impossible feat. Plucky and determined, he ventures out, meeting a red-haired, light-skinned human girl named Kit along the way. As a hero's quest often goes, Syv discovers that both the legends about the sandfoxes and the Eldking and his new friend, Kit, may not be what they appear. Norlund's stand-alone graphic offering is stunning, with lush, vibrant illustrations that flawlessly complement her richly imagined world. Reminiscent of a fairy tale but in no way derivative, this feels fresh and innovative in its exploration of the lasting power of myth, systemic corruption, and the search for truth. Backmatter includes more in-depth aspects of Syv's world, helpfully explaining some of the nuance and history of aura, the snowcats, and the sandfoxes.Purr-fect. (bonus art, map) (Graphic fantasy. 7-12)School Library Journal, 10/07/24, Gr 3-6 In a fantasy kingdom ruled by leonine snowcats, a young snowcat prince named Syv embarks on a quest to find his ancestor's mythical crown and break the curse gripping their land. Goaded into the journey by his older brothers, who hope to remove the popular young prince from the public eye, Syv sets out on a trek and meets Kit, a red-haired human girl who is more than she appears to be. The story is a classic hero's journey folktale, with adventure and plot twists to keep the reader's interest. The artwork is the big star here, with luminous blues, reds, pinks, and golds throughout. The story takes inspiration from Disney, manga, and fairy tales, making this a smart choice for graphic novel collections. VERDICT A self-contained adventure with high middle grade appeal, and a very good choice for the graphic novel shelves, particularly where readers enjoy fantasy.â€” Rosemary Kiladitis

9780593857410 So Over Sharing Weissman, Elissa Brent MS
Booklist (June 1, 2009 (Vol. 105, No. 19))
Grades 4-7. Twelve-year-old Owen and his sister attend a progressive New York City school where there are no desks, “Just workstations. Which are basically desks.” Despite the school motto, “Compassion, Not Competition,” overweight Owen is victimized by his sadistic gym teacher as well as by many fellow students. In his spare time, he attempts to construct a video playback time machine in order to discover who murdered his parents two years earlier. Slowly, Owen realizes whom he can trust and what matters to him now. Self-aware and ironic, Owen makes a sympathetic narrator. Readers will also enjoy the portrayals of his younger sister Caitlin, who insists that her name is Jeremy now that she’s joined GWAB (Girls Who Are Boys), and transfer student/outcast Mason Rigg, who, rumor has it, carries a switchblade tucked into his sock. Loose ends that appear in the narrative early on are tied up a little too neatly by the end, but the vividly drawn characters offer plenty to enjoy along the way.

Kirkus Review, 03/14/2025
Tired of being used as content for their social media influencer mothers, two girls rebel. Twelve-year-old Hadley recently moved from Brooklyn to Long Island, and she just wants everything at her new school to go smoothly, without anyone finding out about her momfluencer mother’s blog, PhoebeAndJay. She meets Willow, also 12, at a content creator’s convention, and they bond instantly: Both their mothers are obsessed with sharing their families’ lives online. The girls create a private Instagram account they call @WeAreNOT_Content, which becomes a safe haven where they post about the fake lives their mothers portray online and the stress that creates in their young lives. While Hadley falls in with popular girls in her new school and Willow struggles with her family overlooking things that matter to her, the tension builds for the tweens—until Hadley makes a rash decision that leads to chaos. Each family must forge a path that’s right for them: Will they respect each member’s fundamental integrity and not see them solely as sources of social media content? Alternating chapters narrated by each girl feature crisp dialogue and real emotion, bringing these two likable protagonists to life. Weissman presents her message in a balanced, clear-eyed, and thought-provoking way; readers will be rooting for Hadley and Willow, who read white, to find normality, peace, and connection. A timely and provocative exploration of the impact of social media on teens, families, and society. (Fiction. 10-14)

9781915071484 Someone's Been Messing with Reality Hearne, John MS
School Library Journal, 11/30/2024
Gr 4–6—Martin Ryan is a regular teenager, with two best friends, Tina and Enda, and two parents. They are a normal family, and lead a very normal life with normal jobs. Then they disappear and Martin and his friends discover that the Ryans aren't what they seemed to be. Martin's reality gets turned on its head as the three friends try to figure out where his parents have gone and why, and who else might be tangled up in this mystery. As Martin tries to unravel the lies he's been told, he discovers truths about himself, his friends, and life on Earth as he knows it. Was Benny Doyle, space extraordinaire, right all along? Hearne does a fantastic job of setting readers up for the Turtle Flight of a lifetime as their understanding of the town of Glencooper and its inhabitants changes along with Martin's. This fast-paced sci-fi adventure offers heartwarming moments of friendship and a healthy dose of fear and uncertainty along the way. It is a journey filled with excitement, suspense, danger, and superpowers, all wrapped up in a coming-of-age tale. VERDICT Lovers of space and science fiction simply must have this one on their shelves and in their TBR.—Lauren Sullivan Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 11/30/2024
A seemingly ordinary 14-year-old discovers that he has superpowers after his parents disappear and his quiet Irish village is attacked by alien eco-activists. Imbued with a heavy tone of anxiety, Martin’s narrative never does get off the ground—though he does, with a chance video of his dad falling off a roof and drifting down like Mary Poppins leading his friend Tina to a correct conclusion: “You’re an alien, dude.” He’s not the only one: Subsequent events reveal that his parents are interstellar cops who have been kidnapped as part of a secret scheme to kill off Earth’s entire polluting, biosphere-destroying human population with vicious attack insects. What can Martin, the indomitable if impulsive Tina, and their friend Enda, who’s endured brain damage following an accident, do to counter the threat? Hard as Hearne tries to lighten the load with wild car chases, explosions, and daring rescues, the plot wars for attention with Enda’s slow progress toward recovery and with Martin’s heavy sense of betrayal—at his parents for hiding his true nature from him and at Tina for abandoning him with a bleeding Enda shortly after the accident. Moreover, the ending is disappointingly anticlimactic, with loose ends neatly wrapped up. Physical descriptors are minimal. Glum and leaden, for all that it’s laced with chills and thrills. (Science fiction. 11-13)

9781250864741 Spark Baron, Chris MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 05/31/2025
Grades 4-8 - "*Starred Review* This stunning novel in verse shows the impact of climate change and wildfires and the struggle of living on the border between the forest and urban areas. Finn lives in a small community, the kind where his tree house can be connected to his friends’ houses by a string and pulley to allow for note-passing. Though their neighborhood seems idyllic, there is friction: Jonah’s dad is behind a big development project that is bringing jobs but taking away part of the forest. Finn, whose dad needs one of those jobs, is pulled between what he believes to be right and his father’s needs. Meanwhile, Finn’s best friend, Rabbit, knows the dangers this development will cause—especially now, during the height of fire season, when plumes of smoke are visible all around. When the fires come too close to home, forcing evacuations in Finn’s community, the people and their town may never be the same. Baron balances the emotional weight of trauma by showing characters healing in a variety of ways. Returning wildlife serves as a promise of regrowth and possibility for a different kind of future. Beginning before the fires, continuing through evacuation, and including the season of rebuilding, Spark highlights the impact of wildfires alongside the importance of healing, all while nourishing the brightest spark of all, hope."

Kirkus Review, 05/14/2025
A verse novel following a middle schoolerâ€™s search for hope after a devastating wildfire. Living in a small California town surrounded by redwoods, observant eighth grader Finn has learned about the natural cycle of droughts and wildfires, but nothing can prepare him for the trauma of evacuation and displacement when a catastrophic fire forces everyone in town to flee. Once studious and organized, Finn is now scattered, plagued by nightmares and worries after returning home. Did the animals in the nearby state park survive? Will his best friend find her beloved missing dog? Can his father find construction work that doesnâ€™t threaten the wildland-urban interface? Most of all, will Finn ever feel hopeful again? Divided into sections set before, during, and after the fire, the story effectively focuses on the impact of PTSD after a natural disaster. Baron covers different kinds of support, including therapy and journaling. Finnâ€™s journey from despair to hope involves finding actionable steps to advocate for animals and humans in his community, making this title a good fit for classroom and book group discussions. Descriptions of the fires pack a visceral punch, compensating for the heavily expository and educational poems and the dialogue, which occasionally has a formal tone. Finnâ€™s Jewish family is cued white, and thereâ€™s some racial diversity among his friends. Fills a need for educational and hopeful stories about kids handling the realities of wildfires. (authorâ€™s note) (Verse fiction. 10-14)

9798368751870 
978-0-593-65164-3 Speak up, Santiago! : a Hillside Valley graphic novel Anta, Julio ES/MS School Library Journal (March 1, 2025) Gr 3-7-Santi is spending a month with his abuela during the summer in an effort to improve his Spanish. Abuela Emma, who speaks more Spanish than English, has high expectations for Santi to learn as much as possible in his time with her. Santi has tremendous anxiety about his Spanish and his inability to speak but understands fluently. He is lucky enough to immediately make friends with four local kids who invite him to play in a soccer tournament. When Santi realizes Abuela lives in a Latin American community where everyone speaks Spanish, he loses what little confidence he had in his language skills and turns inward rather than toward family and friends. The story's outcome is heartwarming and hopeful, opening the door for the next installment in the series. Young readers will recognize and sympathize with Santi's insecurity and frustrations, and this graphic novel might serve as a mirror for students who feel caught between cultural expectations. Mendez's artwork is engaging and expressive, especially in the essential flashback panels showing Santi's treatment by some students back home. VERDICT An enjoyable story about learning Spanish and much more, this first installment in the "Hillside Valley" series is a perfect addition graphic novel collections.-Kim Gardner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11)) Grades 4-8. This first installment of the Hillside Valley graphic novel series focuses on Santiago, a newcomer to a small Latin American community. Despite Santiago’s parents intending to raise him bilingual, he didn’t start learning Spanish until the fifth grade, and a summer with Abuela Emma seems like the perfect opportunity to improve his fluency and strengthen their bond. But Santiago faces frustration and shame as he struggles to keep up with the fluent adults around him, even sometimes wondering if he is less Colombian because Spanish is not his first language. His struggle is effectively conveyed in the artwork with partially scribbled-out speech bubbles indicating Santiago's confusion. The vibrant, realistic art captures familiar scenes of neighborhood parties, cooking with Abuela, and waking up on Sunday morning to music, and the community features a wide range of Latin American cultures, with characters coming from other countries in Central and South America. A love note to bilingual kids, this story empowers them to feel secure in their identities and the bond of family and community.
978-1-338-84933-2 Speechless Steinke, Aron Nels MS School Library Journal, 02/01/25, Gr 4-7 In sixth grade, socially anxious Mira is determined to finally speak at school, but no matter how hard she tries, the words won't come. Her classmates mock her, dismissing her cruelly. At home, Mira is a different person - chatty, confident, and a skilled stop-motion filmmaker who spends hours perfecting her claymation projects while bickering with her nosy little sister. Mira's world turns upside down when her parents invite Chloe, her ex-best friend and biggest bully, to stay with them during a family emergency. Chloe acts sweet in front of Mira's parents, but Mira knows better. As tensions rise, Mira begins therapy and connects with a new friend and crush, Alex, who uses they/them pronouns. With their support, Mira learns to communicate through writing and filmmaking while working toward her goal of speaking at school. Steinke's signature cartoon-style illustrations and diverse cast make this visually appealing and engaging. The exploration of selective mutism is thoughtful and relatable. However, readers might find Mira's parents frustratingly oblivious, particularly for their disbelief in Chloe's behavior and ignorance of Mira's silence at school. Despite this, the graphic novel offers an empathetic portrayal of Mira's journey to self-expression. The author's note, which elaborates Steinke's own experiences with selective mutism, is welcome. VERDICT A heartfelt and relatable portrayal of selective mutism; recommended for all libraries serving upper elementary and middle school readers. Amy RibakoveALA Booklist, 09/12/25, On her first day of middle school, Mira strikes out: in class after class she is unable to speak. Worse, Chloe, her former friend and current enemy, is there ready to "help" by telling everyone that Mira doesn't talk. But Mira speaks just fine when she's at home. She also communicates through stop-motion animation, her passion/obsession and the activity that keeps her from doing her homework d pretty much everything else. When Chloe moves in with Mira's family and Mira's crush fails a group assignment because Mira refuses to focus, Mira must make changes if she wants to move forward. The adults in Mira's life are supportive: teachers adjust assignments to accommodate Mira's needs, and Mira's parents take her to see a therapist. The book also shows that some of Mira's issues are of her own making and that her feud with Chloe is a two-way street. Drawn in a deceptively simple style, with bright colors and easy-to-follow storytelling, this book will appeal strongly to fans of realistic and biographical fiction

9780316523837 Spellbound Solstice Rogers, Alexandria MS
School Library Journal Starred, 09/30/2024
Gr 6–10—In a wintery, wonderful magic-laced land, Alice Ambrose lives with her matriarchal family of enchantresses where she dreams of the day she'll fall in love. Ambrose's Ensorcelled Cottage is known for the phenomenon of its visitors finding true love there upon first glance, which is what Ronan is betting on to happen with his nomadic mother. Ronan and his mother also dabble in magic, but instead of spells and potions, he can see and interact with ghosts. Alice quickly learns the heartbreaking truth about why romantic love is lacking for the women in her family. Alice and Ronan join forces to figure out the truth of love for both of their mothers. Can true love settle the past? Roger's playful words sets the perfect stage of where early romantics imagine true love can bloom. The thrilling plot encompasses the joys, confusions, and risks taken among this lineage of magic makers. Knowing one's lineage and familial connections is the first important emphasized step in this adventure to break generational curses. New generations can be empowered to challenge these curses where harm has been done through advocacy, teamwork, and accountability. VERDICT This charming, whimsical read will engulf readers in their own spell of wondering at what cost will love prevail.—Kaitlin Srader Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 08/31/2024
A young teen’s biggest problem was stage fright—until she learned of her family’s curse. In the seaside town of Chanterbrooke, Maine, Alice Ambrose, a 13-year-old ballet dancer from a family of enchantresses, has one mission: to make her parents fall in love so their family will finally be whole. Her parents never married, and her father is constantly traveling for work. Ensorcelled Cottage, the inn her family runs, is the perfect location for Alice’s plan: Every year, people who stay at the inn over the winter solstice fall in love. This year, her dad will be there for their Winter Solstice Festival for the first time. When Alice, who’s cued white, discovers that the women in her family are cursed to never fall in love, she decides to break the curse with help from best friend Marcela, who’s white and Mexican, and Chanterbrooke newcomer Ronan Knight, a 14-year-old French medium with secrets of his own. But trying to break the curse could have deadly consequences. Alice also needs to conquer her fear of performing in public, which could cost her a future as a professional dancer. The blurred lines between good and evil contribute to this thought-provoking novel, which is as much a study of its complex characters as it is a whimsical fantasy. The action-packed descriptions of perilous situations will keep thrill-seekers reading, while others will be charmed by the sentimental family connections and sweet romance. A wintry delight filled to the brim with magic, friendship, and unexpected twists. (Fantasy. 10-14)

978-0-06-332626-2 Splinter & Ash Nijkamp, Marieke MS ALA Booklist, 08/01/24, Recently returned to the kingdom's capital, Princess Ash is ostracized by the court as well as her princeling brother, Lucen, as they think her disability and use of a cane means she's weak. Ash finds easy acceptance from Splinter, a wannabe squire prevented from joining the ranks because everyone sees her as a girl, though she identifies as neither girl nor boy. After Ash creates an exception for her new companion, Splinter fights, often literally, with Lucen to overcome the pervasive bigotry in the squire program. When the princess is kidnapped, Splinter and Lucen must set aside their feud to unravel a plot of political intrigue, even as Ash fights to save herself. Nijkamp's middle-grade debut, the first of a trilogy, expands on their entry in the 2021 anthology This Is Our Rainbow, and the world building feels thin as a result. Still, the scarcity of queer or disabled heroes in medieval middle-grade fiction makes this a necessary purchase for the representation alone, and a worthwhile adventure grounded in a beautifully affirming friendship seals the deal.Horn Book, 08/01/24, Princess Ash, feeling alone at court and conspicuous with her cane and braces, makes the daring move of taking Splinter as her squire -- Splinter, who isn't a boy, but "not a girl, either" (referred to with she/her pronouns in the story), and who feels most like herself wearing her brother's armor. The course of study required of squires isn't easy, particularly because Ash's older brother Lucen, the crown prince, makes it his mission to drive Splinter away. Meanwhile, Ash is asked by her mother, the queen, to spy on one of the noble families to try to discover who among them is working against the crown. Due to Lucen's interference, Splinter is absent when Ash is abducted by the conspirators, and Splinter and a guilt-stricken Lucen set out together to rescue her. The action takes many breathtaking turns, from Ash's attempts to escape from her captors to Splinter and Lucen facing peril while working out their fraught relationship, culminating in a gratifying reveal at the climax. Greater geopolitical forces swirling around the characters raise the stakes, and the close relationship between Ash and Splinter, Lucen's efforts to remake himself into a person worthy of knighthood, and Splinter's determination to never be anyone but herself make this homage to Tamora Pierce's Tortall series fully worthy of readers' admiration and delight.

9781665956512 Spy School Blackout Gibbs, Stuart MS series book 13

Publisher Description
In the thirteenth book in Stuart Gibbs’s New York Times bestselling Spy School series, superspy middle schooler Ben Ripley goes off the grid to eliminate a cybersecurity threat.
After a devious computer hacker pulls off the CIA’s worst-case scenario, shutting down power networks all over the world, Ben and his fellow spies-in-training are forced to make a harrowing emergency landing of their plane in Indonesia. While chaos begins to erupt around the planet, Ben deduces that his team is closer to the mysterious hacker’s base than anyone else. But with all computers and phones down, there’s no way to communicate with anyone at the CIA. On their latest mission to save the world, Ben and his friends face a conniving villain, assassins, pirates, sharks, and very big lizards in the most remote—and deadly—location of any spy school yet!Dewey FICGr / IL 4-7Genre Action/Adventure

978-1-536-24198-3 Stitch: Reimagining Frankenstein Kenny, PÃ¡draig MS Kirkus Reviews, Frankenstein's monster is reconfigured in a variety of waysIt's been 327 days since the Professor left his bedroom, and Stitch has been patient all the while. He lives alongside the loquacious but much larger Henry; both of them are the cobbled-together creations of the mad genius. It isn't until the Professor's arrogant nephew Professor Hardacre arrives with his assistant, Alice, that Stitch and Henry realize their beloved creator is dead. And when Hardacre proves to have nefarious plans, Henry takes off into the wider world, with Stitch and Alice following in his wake. Along the way they encounter fearful villagers, a mysterious hooded figure, and a kindly blind man with an injured leg. Kenny invites readers to ponder what it means to be a monster; Alice (who has a slight hump), Stitch, and Henry are all dubbed monstrous at various points. Stitch's wide-eyed trust in the essential goodness of his fellow human beings often contrasts with Alice's knowing bitterness but proves the stronger feeling. As a creature new to the world, Stitch displays a striking sense of wonder, innocence, and compassion. Few people are beyond redemption in Kenny's poignant tale, and his variegated "monsters" will win the hearts of readers (and even a couple of villagers as well). Characters are cued white.Adventure, heroics, and thoughtful characterization are stitched together in this charmer of a book.(Paranormal. 7-11) Publishers Weekly, In this empathetic Frankenstein retelling, Kenny (The Shadows of Rookhaven) utilizes heavy-handed yet heartwarming messaging about being and doing good in a society that has rigid ideals about morality and personhood. For more than 300 days, Stitch has awaited the reemergence of the professor, his creator, who told Stitch he should not be disturbed. Every day, Stitch completes his castle chores, feeds his pet mouse, and visits his caged friend Henry. Then two strangers arrive: the professorâ€™s nephew, Professor Hardacre, along with his assistant Alice, a young woman with a â€œhump.â€� As Stitch processes the duoâ€™s revelation that the professor is deadâ€”and learns more about what death meansâ€”Hardacre zealously resumes his uncleâ€™s work, intending to experiment on â€œincomplete, deficientâ€� Henry, whose behavior veers between lucid brilliance and physically violent outbursts. Lyrical writing propels a narrative that is grim in tone and optimistic in spirit as Stitch attempts to help the castleâ€™s inhabitants navigate Hardacreâ€™s increasingly devious designs. Stitch is a sweet, endearing protagonist, whose friendships with well-intentioned Henry, kind Alice, and myriad other characters are nuanced and touching. Stitch and Henry have gray skin; the Hardacres and Alice have pink skin. Ages 8â€“12. Agent: Sophie Hicks, Sophie Hicks Agency. (July)
978-1-665-96244-5 Storm Singer Chadda, Sarwat MS ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, From the author of City of the Plague God (2021) comes a fantasy adventure steeped in South Asian mythology and culture. Twelve-year-old Nargis lives with her baba (grandfather) in the small desert village of Lalpani, along with her best friend, Arjuna. Nargis' parents were killed by garudas (half-human, half-bird beings), and she walks with a crutch due to a flying accident. She can manipulate the elements with her song, but when she sings to the wind spirit one day to win a kite battle with a bully, she loses control and nearly destroys the village. As punishment, Nargis and Baba are banished to the desert, and Arjuna joins them on what becomes an epic quest. The trio travel to the edge of their world as they battle assassins and flying monsters in an effort to rescue a garuda prince and retake the throne from an evil garuda. Themes of honor, freedom, and the abuse of power add to the high stakes of this fantastical page-turner. Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, A fierce girl finds her voice in order to fight for justice in a drought-ravaged kingdomThis full-speed-ahead fantasy pits 12-year-old Nargis against the garudas, half-human, half-bird rulers of the magical kingdom of Bharat. After her parents are killed and she's banished from her home in Lalpani, Nargis and her best friend, Arjuna, rescue a young injured garuda, an act that ensnares them in an epic battle against the evil usurper of the throne: Shamshir, brutal vulture garuda and traitor to the maharajah. The crutch Nargis uses (due to a leg injury sustained when she was 6) proves to be more than a physical mobility aid as she seeks the gift of her family lineage, mastering the powers of spirit singing to join deposed prince Mistral in saving their world from political and environmental dangers. Nargis and Arjuna fall in with sky pirates, rocs, and a mysterious palace singer named Chand-ka-Roshni, adding to Chadda's central message that when united, a populace may prevail even over a totalitarian ruler who's hellbent on returning to oligarchic ways. Snappy dialogue, fabulous beasts, moments of tenderness, and nonstop action make this a page-turning delight, especially for readers interested in Indian culture and history. The final pages suggest a sequel.A gripping tale that's ideal for lovers of mythological fantasies. (map)(Fantasy. 8-12)

9781643790404 Strong as Fire, Fierce as Flame Kelkar, Supriya MS
Kirkus Review, 02/28/2021
The year is 1857, Indians are rising up against the colonial British East India Company, and Meera is about to leave her childhood home. As per tradition, Meera and Krishna were married when she was just 4. When she turns 13 in a few days, Meera will be considered ready to be a wife. But on the day sheâ€™s supposed to move in with her husbandâ€™s family, disaster strikes: Krishna is killed. According to their familiesâ€™ customs, Meera must commit sati, burning herself to death on Krishnaâ€™s funeral pyre. Luckily, her aunt helps her escape, and Meera flees to the city of Indranagar, where she ends up working in the kitchen of a high-ranking British family. Meeraâ€™s plan is to keep her head down and save enough to make a fresh start, but things change when her new friend Bhavani invites her to join a group of underground revolutionaries working toward Indiaâ€™s freedom. Meera must decide whether to fight for her country, her future, or both. The final third of this historical novel is laced with twists, turns, and reveals that are both surprising and riveting. Meeraâ€™s transformation from scared child to bold revolutionary is especially gratifying. Informed readers may notice clues to some charactersâ€™ castes, but the subject of caste is not directly addressed even though the British at this time were using the caste system to turn Indians against each other. An absorbing story about a strong girl living during tumultuous times. (map, authorâ€™s note, historical note, timeline, glossary) (Historical fiction. 10-14)

Booklist, 12/31/2020
Grades 5-8 - On the eve of Meera's thirteenth birthday, when she is to move into the home of her husband's family, frustrated sepoys mutiny against their British commanders, and in the subsequent rioting, Meera's husband is killed. It's 1857 India, and her father is trying to force Meera to commit sati—to willingly throw herself on her husband's funeral pyre. Instead, Meera flees and meets another fiery girl and follows her, only to be subjected to serving a captain of the British East India Company. When Meera chances upon stockpiled ammunition symbolizing prolonged British rule, she must decide if she will protect her country or have her fate continue to be decided for her. Child marriages, sexist ideologies, and the terrors of colonialism are just a handful of subjects Kelkar (American As Paneer Pie, 2020), scrutinizes through the lens of a teenager in the thick of it. Meera's transformation from a complacent girl to embracing her spirited convictions is nothing short of inspiring. Back matter, including an author's note, historical note, time line, and glossary are an integral enrichment to this novel.

978-1-665-95047-3 Study in Secrets Florence, Debbi Michiko MS Horn Book, 04/01/25, Twelve-year-old Megumi lands in boarding school after her grades fall following her mother's death. Determined to survive (or be homeschooled by her crotchety aunt), loner Meg surprises herself by making friends while caught up in a mysterious treasure hunt. The author handles the subject of grief well, and the cliffhanger ending will leave readers eager for the next series entry.ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Grief-ridden Meg's new life at Leland Chase Academy (aka "Last Chance Academy") hits an unexpected mole hill when a silver envelope slipped under her door leads her and her fellow seventh-year students on a treasure hunt that promises adventure and a nice prize. Following the death of her mother, Meg has collapsed in on herself while her father has become obsessed with work, so a new boarding school seems like the obvious place for her to go. There, Meg's love for treasure hunts is reignited through puzzles, ciphers, lockpicking, and secret rooms that show her that she does have room in her heart for friendship. While the stakes get drastically lower and lower as the story progresses, the setting and characters drive this place-based mystery that ends on a cliff-hanger for book two. For readers who aren't quite ready for stressful, life-on-the-line mysteries, this quieter puzzlebased story will offer the right mix of school story and coming-of-age. Recommend to fans of Ciera Burch and Chris Grabenstein
978-0-06-306939-8 Suitehearts: Harmony and Heartbreak Kann, Claire MS ALA Booklist, 02/28/23, In this charming first book in a new series, readers meet Rose and Cora, middle-school-age cousins who have special matchmaking abilities. In Kann's semimagical world, there are humans with special cupid-like gifts called Matchmakers, who must keep their abilities a secret and spend their lives meeting and befriending Kindlings, their assigned humans who need to meet their romantic match. Rose is a bit of a prodigy in this world and receives an invitation to become a fully fledged Matchmaker sooner than usual, along with her shy, less-confident cousin Cora, who has additional rare abilities. In their training, they each receive different assignments based on what would challenge them most, which makes for a nicely considered and nuanced story line. Each chapter alternates between the two girls' perspectives, so the story covers plenty of ground, including new friendships, humbling experiences, first love, and acts of love and sacrifice that are not necessarily romantic. With solid world building and a satisfying ending, this establishes a fun premise that can carry many more books to come.Kirkus Reviews, Two girls use their magical abilities to help others form bonds of love.Rose and Cora Seville are 12-year-old cousins whose fathers are twins. They are also Matchmakers who have magical powers that allow them to forge love connections between people. As Fledglings-young Matchmakers-in-training-Rose and Cora practice their skills under the supervision of their guardians. One day, they learn they've been selected to take exams that would allow them to graduate to a higher Matchmaker level. However, they must do these challenges without their guardians' help. Rose, always confident and with an intuitive access to her magic, is excited about this opportunity. Cora, used to being in her cousin's shadow and more challenged by tapping into her magic, is filled with doubt. They have two chances to pass: If they fail, they could have their magic taken away. On top of that, the challenges are set up to intentionally test their individual weaknesses. Will Rose and Cora overcome their obstacles and pass their tests, or will these trials prove to be too much, too soon? Kann takes readers into an exciting magical world that explores themes that feel connected to real life; they will be drawn into Rose's and Cora's lives and find themselves rooting for both girls. The cousins are Black; Rose's mother is White.A fresh take on middle-grade magic. (Fantasy. 9-13)
978-1-339-03791-2 Taco Tuesdays Mancillas, Monica MS ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, It's the summer before seventh grade, and Dulce would rather be anywhere other than helping out at her family's Mexican restaurant, which has been losing business since a big chain restaurant, Taco World, opened nearby. Meanwhile, Julian's world is upended after his parents separate, and he moves to California with his mom for a fresh start. Both middle-schoolers get off on the wrong foot after an embarrassing first meeting, but they start spending more time together after Julian's mom offers to use her food vlog to promote the restaurant and (to spark some revenue) a cooking camp. As the days progress, Dulce's and Julian's feelings for each other grow. But when Julian's mom contemplates buying Fidelia from Dulce's family, the tweens must open up to their families about how they feel about everything. Mancillas' novel comes from both protagonists' points of view and brings up common issues, such as prejudice and relatable family disputes. This new Wish Novel shows that, at the end of the day, honesty is the best ingredient of all. Kirkus Reviews,Tweens cook up traditional recipes and romance in their race to save a beloved restaurantEver since seventh grader Dulce DÃƒaz's great-grandmother, Bisabuela, passed away, the family's Mexican restaurant has struggled to drum up enough business. Now, with a new Taco World chain restaurant competing for business across the street, Dulce's family must get creative to stay afloat-but Dulce doesn't think the gimmicks they're trying feel authentic to Bisabuela's memory. Flor, Dulce's older sister, plans to host a cooking-themed summer camp, but Dulce is mortified to find that the most obnoxious boys in school, along with the cute new kid, have enrolled. Healthy competition ensues; meanwhile, Dulce and Italian American new boy Julian DeMarco grow closer over their love of cooking. Julian, who's reeling from his food vlogger parents' separation and moving from New York to California, wants to help Dulce save the restaurant. Together with friends from camp, Dulce and Julian work to bring customers in before it's too late, and they'll need Bisabuela's recipes to do it. Warm dialogue and authentic emotions propel the plot toward a satisfying conclusion. Readers will be left hungry for more as they root for Dulce and her family in this heartwarming tale of resilience, tradition, and community.A flavorful story that serves up a satisfying blend of friendship and determination.(Fiction. 9-13)40



9780063321731 Take it From the Top Swinarski Claire MS
Booklist, 10/14/2024
Grades 4-7 - "Jules and Eowyn have been best friends ever since they met six years ago at fine-arts summer camp Lamplighter Lake. This year, though, Jules is suddenly distant. She's from a lower-income family that doesn't have a school with fine arts-programs, whereas Eowyn has a wealthy father and a Broadway-star brother. Eowyn's mother died when she was young, so for Eowyn, camp is a place of respite, whereas for Jules it's a place to find belonging. While their friendship fractures, the musical of their dreams, Wicked, is selected as the main-stage show. As the story is told in flashbacks from Jules' point of view and present-day chapters from Eowyn's, readers uncover the ways jealousy has crept into the girls' friendship. The clever use of Wicked, with Elphaba and Glinda's story mirroring that of Eowyn and Jules, provides an effective way to share the importance of the arts in telling stories and helping to process real-life issues. A must-read for middle-grade fans looking for realistic friendship stories that tug at the heartstrings."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 09/14/2024
During their sixth summer at Lamplighter Lake Summer Camp for the Arts, two girls’ broken friendship is tested even further. Thirteen-year-olds Eowyn Becker and Jules Marrigan became best friends during their first Wisconsin camp summer. Over the years, though, their friendship has developed cracks. Talented Eowyn suffers from severe stage fright, desperately misses her deceased mother, and resents her doctor father and Broadway-star brother, who have little time for her. She covets Jules’ supportive family and effortless onstage presence. For her part, West Virginian scholarship camper Jules covets Eowyn’s wealth and connections and feels that Eowyn doesn’t understand her less-fortunate circumstances. Jules is also bothered by Eowyn’s oblivious need for attention, which ruined last summer’s show, taking the spotlight off Jules in her lead role. When both girls (who present white) earn starring roles in Wicked this summer, can they, like Galinda and Elphaba, find their way past their mutual loathing and become friends who truly see each other? Told in Eowyn’s first-person voice in the present and Jules’ third-person perspective in the past, this masterful exploration of friendship gone wrong is permeated with a bone-deep, warts-and-all love of both camp and theater. Evocative worldbuilding brings Lamplighter to life for the intimately developed, well-intentioned characters, who often struggle to see other points of view. The well-paced interweaving of multiple summers’ experiences builds tension and shines light on how the past reverberates into the present. Brilliantly executed: a gem that’s a love letter to theater and summer camp. (Fiction. 9-13)

978-1-646-14566-9 Teacher of Nomad Land: A World War II Story Nayeri, Daniel MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 05/01/25, Gr 3-7” Babak and Sana's father devoted his life to teaching others; but after he is claimed as a casualty of World War II, the brother-sister duo must find a way to survive on their own. Babak and Sana embark on a perilous journey across Iran to find the nomadic people their father taught, hoping to find a home among them. Babak vows to honor his father by also teaching, going as far as carrying a blackboard on his back. He quickly realizes the war-torn region is further divided due to language barriers and miscommunication. Initially lacking confidence in his own abilities, Babak slowly finds his conviction to bring people together through teaching languages, strongly proclaiming the importance of education as a tool for communication and forging bonds. Newbery Honor winner Nayeri highlights Iran during WWII, an often overlooked perspective of the war in a country caught between occupation by the Allied and Axis forces. The artfully detailed setting and strong values depicted through Babak's endeavor to teach others will leave readers inspired. VERDICT A powerful novel about an often-forgotten region and era that highlights the power of education through shared communication to create bonds. Kristen ShawStarred Review for Publishers Weekly, 06/19/25, Nayeri (The Bizarre Bazaar) considers the effects of WWII on two Iranian children in a heart-piercing historical novel. Following the death of Babakâ€™s educator father from British cannon fire in 1941 Iran, the 13-year-old takes guardianship of his eight-year-old sister Sana. They join a group of travelers migrating through the Zagros Mountains who briefly allow the siblings to stay with them on the condition that Babak, carrying his fatherâ€™s books and blackboard, teaches the other children English. Unable to wrangle the students, Babak and Sana are forced to travel to the city of Ahvaz on their own. On their journey they encounter Vulf, a threatening stranger searching for a Jewish child named Ben; after sneaking away from Vulf, the duo meets Ben, who joins them on their trek. As the children navigate each harrowing obstacle, Babak holds close wise words from his father, which drive the teen to persevere: â€œThat is the teacherâ€™s jobâ€”to make the world understandable in parts.â€� Babakâ€™s palpable love for his sister emphasizes the novelâ€™s suggestion that there is power in kindness, even in the face of tragedy. Lush details and taut plotting distinguish this immersive, profound offering. Ages 8â€“12. Agent: Joanna Volpe, New Leaf Literary. (Aug.)
9781665950725 
978-1-665-95073-2 Team Awkward: Jojo vs. Middle School McCullough, Joy MS Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 04/03/25, Bybee (A Few of My Favorite Things) and McCullough (Basil & Dahlia) team up in this hilarious series launch. On top of preparing to start sixth grade at Kagan Middle School, Jojo Lopez is struggling to adjust to a new family dynamic after moving in with her motherâ€™s well-known catfluencer boyfriend Paul, aka Mr. Meow. And if this arrangement doesnâ€™t work out, Jojo, her brother, and her mother will return to the original plan: move to Texas to live with Jojoâ€™s abuelos. Despite all the changes, sheâ€™s excited for her first day of middle school. But everything goes wrong, culminating in a mortifying situation that finds her in Kaganâ€™s forbidden hallway, where she encounters fellow classmates Leah, Ryan, and Izzy, all of whom have their own first-day horror stories. As the racially diverse tweens confront challenges relating to perfectionism, busy home lives, and plain old bad luck, theyâ€™re each aided by their new friends. Depictions of open communication andALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Jojo's first day of middle school is comically terrible: oversleeping, perfect first-day outfit ruined by cat puke, twisted ankle, phone confiscated, hole-y pants displaying her kitten-themed underwear. When facing the cafeteria is unimaginable, she sneaks to the forbidden wing of the school, housing the old gym and locker rooms. When three other awkward sixth graders find their way there, too, a friendship takes root. Unfortunately, a bobcat-induced school lockdown ile they're in the forbidden locker room on day two mplicates matters. Jojo's first-person narration nails the middle-school voice, capturing all the uncertainty that comes with big change as well as the roller coaster of emotions. The foursome's new, tenuous friendship is supported by realistic dialogue from well-developed characters. The lack of consequences from some bolder stunts may read as loose plot threads to some, though this could be addressed in book two. From a confiscated-phone heist to dealing with her mom's boyfriend being a famous cat-influencer, Jojo faces big changes via a series of hilarious high jinks with her new friends.

9781665950756 Team Awkward: Leah vs. Art McCullough, Joy MS
Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "The latest installment in the Team Awkward series follows sixth-grader Leah, whose military family has recently moved from South Korea. Though used to moving and leaving friends behind, Leah’s hopeful that this move may stick, largely because her Team Awkward friends have helped her find a sense of belonging. A challenge rears its head when Leah’s parents decide that she needs to balance her fiercely competitive academic streak—including in her extracurriculars—by joining the art club. Leah’s middle school rebellion? Ditching the art club for QuizBowl. With the lie grating on her and high hopes to be team captain, Leah’s actions slip past competitive and into harsh. When it really matters, can Leah look past winning to find what it takes to be a good leader and show her parents that QuizBowl is worth her time too? McCullough and Bybee bring another slice-of-life, middle-school tale to the table, and readers prone to overachievement will easily identify with Leah. Many will also appreciate seeing a military family centered, as this common lifestyle is not often portrayed in middle-grade novels."

Horn Book Guide (March, 2025)
Leah's parents think she's at an after-school art club, but instead she's leading her school's QuizBowl team as its first sixth-grade captain. Leah is determined to succeed as a leader, but her win-at-all-costs attitude affects her friendships and her teammates when she goes too far to best a rival. This companion to Jojo vs. Middle School has a likable protagonist who learns an important -- and gently delivered -- lesson.

9798368720050 The 39 clues. 2,One false note Templer, Hannah ES/MS Series - No Reveiws 
9780593617939 The burning season Rose, Caroline Starr MS School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 4-7-A fear of fire is a secret that weighs heavy in the heart of 12-year-old Opal, the fourth generation of women to live in the fire lookout tower on isolated Wolf Peak in the Gila National Forest. Gran has started training her to one day be the fire lookout, but what Opal really wants is to move to town to attend middle school. After a storm lands them at their post without Opal's mother, Gran suddenly needs more help than Opal can provide; then Opal spots her first fire, sure to become a blaze and headed right for Gran. This fast-paced survival story is written in verse; the style brings readers along with Opal, racing through the forest as she calls on everything she has learned to take control of a situation she never dreamed of mastering. Descriptions of the National Forest feel vivid and realistic; Opal and her family know and love the land and detailed pictures are painted by the verse. They are not Indigenous, and lands are seen through their eyes, with mention of the ways that the Mogollon and Apache peoples dealt with fire. VERDICT The adventure starts fast in this wilderness survival verse novel that will circulate in libraries with students who enjoy Dusti Bowling's The Canyon's Edge, and Gary Paulsen's "Brian's Saga" series.-Jill Shepard © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (March 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 13)) Grades 5-8. Opal lives in a fire tower in the Gila Wilderness with her mom and Gran. On her twelfth birthday, she begins her training as a fire lookout—the first step in following in her mother’s, grandmother’s, and great-aunt’s footsteps. There’s just one problem: Opal is deeply afraid of fire. While her mom is on a supply run, Opal’s Gran fails to return from a walk. Fearing the worst, Opal sets out to find her—and spots her first smoke. This novel in verse exquisitely captures Opal’s journey as she owns her fear, learns what it takes to overcome it, and discovers what she’s capable of. Opal’s voice shines through each poem, deepening moments of emotional resonance and intensifying action sequences. Rose seamlessly integrates the science of wildfires into the poems while  also acknowledging Indigenous land practices and how modern fire management has begun employing them; the author’s note elaborates on these ideas. Excellent pacing, an engrossing plot, and an endearing main character make this impossible to put down. A riveting survival story with emotional growth.

9781250374769 The Experiment Stead, Rebecca MS
Booklist, 07/31/2025
Grades 3-6 - "As section headings count down to an unknown “liftoff,” we get the story of Nathan, a pretty regular kid growing up in New York—except that he and his parents are alien explorers from another planet, tasked with passing as humans in service of a mysterious experiment on behalf of their kind, the Kast. At least, that’s what they’ve been told their entire lives. Nathan never questioned it, but after other Kast children begin to disappear and a tail appears on his caboose, he finds himself heading to the grounded alien mothership, where the mysteries only thicken as they hint at something sinister. Stead takes her deepest dive yet (as a solo author) into the world of science fiction, presenting a grounded but at-times thrilling story, inspired by the likes of E.T. and other Hollywood alien flicks. Her prose is as accessible and compulsively readable as ever, with keen insights and wry humor coloring the short chapters that keep the pages turning to the end. Fun, light alien fare.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Stead won a Newbery for her last foray into science fiction, and her first solo novel in years will garner great interest."

Kirkus Review, 06/30/2025
What if almost everything you knew about your life was part of a different story? Sixth grader Nathan’s existence is disrupted when something unusual happens: He grows a tail. It seems to have a mind of its own, and he names it Tuck. Nathan’s parents refuse to call themselves aliens—they’re “Visitors” from the planet Kast. They’ve had extensive training in Earth culture, language, and gestures, and they closely monitor Nathan, logging his food and controlling his activities. Nathan’s best friend, Victor (who’s the Calvin to Nathan’s Hobbes in their favorite comic book character alter egos), knows nothing about any of this until Nathan and his parents are suddenly recalled to the Wagon, the place where they were raised on their journey to Earth. The family’s visit to the Wagon—which is disguised as a storage unit facility outside Altoona, Pennsylvania—leads Nathan to suspect that something is very wrong. His discovery of the exploitation of sentient beings by a coldhearted experimenter nearly leads to his permanent expulsion from Earth. Stead’s narrative focuses on the likable, gentle Nathan, but also offers perspectives from Victor, Nathan’s mother, family cat Toto, Tuck, and even the villain. The pacing is superb, neatly blending family dynamics, friendship, and tween romance with page-turning mystery, adventure, and horror. Nathan’s people have assumed “all Earthly skin tones”; his skin is “a few shades deeper” than that of his crush, golden-skinned Izzy. Compelling and page-turning. (Science fiction. 9-13)

9798368720326 The factory ES/MS

9780063229419 The Girl Who Kept the Castle Graudin, Ryan MS
School Library Journal, 05/31/2024
Gr 4–6—Twelve-year-old Faye Gardener was feeding kitchen scraps to the castle's dragon when she was chosen to inform Wizard West that he died in his sleep and is now haunting the castle as a ghost. He is no longer able to renew the foundation spells that keep the castle Celurdur standing and needs to find an apprentice before the next full moon. West, a temperamental and self-absorbed man, decides to host a competition to choose his successor. Wizard West's bumbling efforts to maintain his reputation as one of the kingdom's four official wizards puts Celurdur and all of its inhabitants in grave danger. Not only is the semi-sentient castle beginning to collapse, but the evil Shadow Queen is stirring from her prison and sending her smoke rats to infiltrate Celurdur. Now, on top of her usual chores (such as gathering the cockatrice eggs and collecting moonfruit), Faye must try to save the only home she's ever known from ruin. Faye is an endearing, plucky, and resourceful heroine. The story's many characters show developing emotional depth at all the right times, and the descriptions of the kingdom's magic are marvelous. VERDICT An enchanting middle grade fantasy and excellent start to this adventurous duology.—Maria Martin Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 04/30/2024
Grades 4-7 - "It’s up to Faye, the 12-year-old daughter of an enchanted estate’s groundskeeper, to inform Wizard West that he has died. The ghost won’t be pleased to learn of his own death, but it’s imperative someone inform him, lest the magic holding the bewitched castle together lapses. She convinces the sulking spirit to hold a competition to find a worthy successor, and though Faye knows the estate better than nearly anyone, she’s prohibited from participating, since commoners—especially girls—aren’t allowed to wield magic. Aspiring young wizards arrive to take part in increasingly ridiculous challenges, but as the games go awry and evil appears in their midst, Faye realizes that if she doesn’t figure out a fix, the entire kingdom will crumble. This fantastic duology starter conjures a world full of magic, mystery, and merriment, and wonderful world building puts readers in the thick of it. Faye is as clever as she is compassionate, and it’s a particular pleasure to watch her find joy and strength in teamwork. An utterly enchanting escapade with the promise of bigger adventures to come."

9781665953337 The glass pyramid : a story of the Louvre Museum and architect I.M. PeiHarvey, Jeanne Walker ES/MS School Library Journal Xpress (May 2, 2025) Gr 2-5-The author of poetic picture book biographies on artists, such as Maya Lin: Artist-Architect of Light and Lines, about another Asian American architect of a well-known monument, turns to Chinese American I.M. Pei for her latest work. Pei was already an acclaimed architect when he was tapped by the president of France to redesign the Louvre, home of the famous Mona Lisa. The text focuses on his creative process and how he was inspired by the bamboo trees and rocky retreats of his native country and the majestic pyramids of Egypt. The narrative is both lyrical and economical, every word carefully chosen. The digital illustrations are done in mostly neutral tones of browns, grays, and blues with pops of yellow and red. They sometimes feel staid and cold, but the clean lines are reminiscent of the beloved building and pair well with the text. An author's note includes a short description on what architects do; a brief biography of Pei; and the different STEM connections that can be made to details in the narrative, such as how a historic French glass company had to develop a way to manufacture a special glass for the beloved structure. The selected sources list and online videos offer additional research opportunities for students, but the most recent source is almost 15 years old. VERDICT An additional purchase for libraries looking for more picture book biographies about groundbreaking Asian American artists. Julie Leung's Mr. Pei's Perfect Shapes might be a more successful option.-Shelley Diaz © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (May 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 17)) Grades 1-3. Harvey adds another stunning title to her body of work in this lyrical picture book of an iconic piece of architecture. I. M. Pei, a renowned Chinese American architect, was commissioned by the French president to redesign the world’s largest museum, the Louvre, to make more room for art restorations and a clear entrance for visitors. Pei kept his project a secret; he was an outsider and had faced a lifetime of discrimination and criticism for his nationality, inventiveness, and unconventional building designs. For this project, he drew inspiration from the ancient stone pyramids of Egypt, the Buddhist retreats of China, and the geometric gardens of Versailles to create the modern glass pyramid which seems to “grow out of the courtyard.” But it didn’t come without trials: “Success is a collection of problems solved,” and Pei exemplified this by overcoming adversity, time constraints, and skepticism at every step. The digitally painted illustrations mimic the architecture beautifully, appearing as weightless as the 
9798368744759 The Gray Baron, Chris MS Booklist (April 15, 2023 (Vol. 119, No. 16)) Grades 5-8. Thirteen-year-old Sasha deals with generalized anxiety and panic attacks, which he has dubbed “The Gray.” They get worse when he spends too much time on his electronic devices, so his concerned parents decide a device-free month upstate with his great-aunt Ruthie will be a tonic. Sasha disagrees: “This will be the worst summer ever.” Nevertheless, country, here he comes. Happily, once there he quickly makes a friend in Ivy; unhappily, he runs afoul of a band of bullies, from whom he is rescued by a mysteriously taciturn, solitary boy named Eli. Grateful, Sasha tries to befriend the boy, who is a year older, but is rejected. So he hires Eli as his bodyguard and agrees to help him at the horse ranch where the older boy works, trying to tame a wild horse called—wait for it—The Gray. Baron’s often-quiet story is well-plotted, and the characters are empathetic, especially Eli. The theme, change, is well-handled and perhaps will change readers as much as it does Sasha in the end.Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2023) A 13-year-old boy learns to cope with anxiety serious enough that it sends him to a place he calls the Gray. Sasha’s parents and doctor think his obsession with video games is exacerbating his mental health issues, so they send him to spend a month with his Aunt Ruthie in upstate New York, where Sasha’s aunt and uncle used to run a Jewish summer camp. Now Uncle Lou is dead, and the grounds of Camp Akiva sit empty and abandoned. Sasha tries hard to lean in to new experiences like riding a horse and learning martial arts. After being persistently bullied by one of the neighborhood kids, he asks Eli, another troubled boy, to be his bodyguard, leading to a tentative friendship and the recognition that Eli is suffering too. There’s a side plot with a horse called the Gray that is a bit unclear in its purpose. Many plot elements are clunky in execution, and some of the characters feel flat or contrived. However, the central idea—that, since water can slowly change a rock, any person on Earth can also change, a concept connected to Uncle Lou’s beloved story from the Talmud about Akiva and the Stone—is one of enormous importance. Baron also gets props for his sympathetic and evenhanded depiction of anxiety and the many different ways to treat it, from in-the-minute breathing exercises to appropriate medication. Important and worthy despite some flaws in the storytelling. (author’s note) (Fiction. 9-14)
9780735845541 The gray city Kuhlmann, Torben ES/MS Booklist (August 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 22)) Grades 2-5. In her new home, the vaguely dystopian Gray City, Robin's colorful personality and yellow raincoat stand out. In detention for drawing a colorful picture in art class, she makes a new friend named Alani who loves color as much as she does. Robin eventually meets colorful musicians who play in secret and comes across a hidden library of colorful books, including one that explains the relationship between light and color. Using this knowledge, she and Alani sneak into the Gray Works factory and manage to restore color to the city. The story works as an allegory in which the pervasive grayness stands for (in the words of the black-and-white video that plays in detention) conformity, obedience, and discipline. The gray surroundings are properly overwhelming and make any splashes of color pop. Although this is printed in a traditional picture-book format, its chapter breaks, page-long chunks of unbroken text, and more abstract themes make it appropriate for late-elementary-age readers. In many ways, the story feels familiar, but the illustrations make it special. A visually striking allegory for independent readers.Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2024) In this Swiss import, translated from German, rudimentary color science and a few good friends help the new girl in town end a plague of grayness. Robin—light-skinned and apparently preadolescent—stares at her new town and realizes that it’s devoid of color. In protest, Robin decides to wear her yellow raincoat everywhere. On her first day of school, that decision lands her in detention, where she meets brown-skinned Alani. They quickly become friends and resolve to resist the status quo. Robin encounters adult resisters who play music—outlawed along with color—and is menaced by a man all in gray. A fearful librarian loans Robin a book about color, inspiring a plan to transform the Gray City for the better. Robin, Alani, and the alienated musicians decide to sabotage a factory responsible for rendering everything gray. Oddly, as color returns, the children receive only a minimal reprimand from the factory managers, and not one citizen counter-protests. Relying more on telling than showing, the extremely short chapters are full of adverbs and awkward turns of phrase—perhaps because of translation issues. Nevertheless, suspense builds with each new scene—and, importantly, readers are treated to outstanding, detailed watercolor illustrations. Despite the somewhat clumsy prose, this story might work as a read-aloud in elementary or middle school classes that are being introduced to color theory; it could also spur conversation about conformity and societal norms. A discussion starter for readers who can look past the clunky writing. (additional facts about colors) (Fiction. 8-11)

9781728230559 THE ISLAND OF FORGOTTEN GODS PINEIRO, VICTOR MS
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 06/14/2025
Cousins team up for a summer of discovery. Nico’s summer plans for a family trip from New York to Puerto Rico, where he was born, are upended when his parents decide to stay behind to “work things out”—it will be Trial Separation Number Two. Instead, Nico travels solo to stay with Abuela. He reunites with cousins Kira and Nessie, who are also spending the summer there without their parents. Still reeling from being wait-listed by LaGuardia, a prestigious arts high school, Nico hopes to redeem himself by winning a prize at a film festival with an entry that celebrates the magic of Puerto Rico and could earn him admission. But when the cousins spot a shadowy creature on the island, their project takes a supernatural turn. As they investigate the mysterious presence, they uncover connections to Taíno mythology, deeply buried family secrets, and some very real dangers. With richly detailed writing, heartfelt and comedic dialogue, and an honest spotlight on Puerto Rico’s real-life struggles (including the impact of natural disasters and economic woes), Piñeiro’s latest is a vibrant blend of contemporary coming of age with mythological adventure. Nico’s unforgettable summer is deeply rooted in love for family, storytelling, and the history of a place that is both magical and real. An action-packed story of legacy, identity, and the enduring spirit of Puerto Rico. (map, author’s note, glossary) (Fantasy. 9-13)

Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Twelve-year-old Nico is on his way to Quebradillas, Puerto Rico, in the hopes of having a relaxing summer vacation at Abuela Luz’s while his parents work on their crumbling marriage. Bitter over not getting accepted into a prestigious film school, Nico rallies his twin cousins, Kira and Nessi, to help him with a video essay on Puerto Rico for the Juan Miguel Film Fest. While the cousins amble around town, collecting some B-roll, they come across a demonic-looking creature that resembles a chupacabra. The trio slowly uncovers clues about the mythological creature, discovering how their abuela Luz ties in to the native Taíno history of gods, and figures out who is attempting to hunt them down. Piñeiro’s newest fantasy is a beautiful and exciting love letter to Puerto Rico, featuring an enchanting landscape of Borinquen culture that also sheds light on the many environmental and financial difficulties the island faces. Children will resonate with both Nico and his cousins as they deal with the turbulent emotions of understanding their parents’ separation."

9780593707364 The legendary Scarlett & Browne Stroud, Jonathan MS Kirkus Reviews (March 1, 2025) Young bandits complete personal quests while creating immense explosions and massive havoc in this high-action trilogy closer. Playing to his strengths, Stroud strings together a bank robbery, an ambush that nearly sees Scarlett McCain eaten by cannibalistic Tainted, and other increasingly lurid, violent set pieces, propelling a plot that moves along at a breakneck pace to a climactic battle. In interspersed chapters, neither Thomas (the little brother Scarlett was forced to abandon and has been seeking for eight years) nor the faithful sidekick he acquires come off as more than pale reflections of the lead duo as the author moves them mechanically through contrived adventures. Scarlett’s own sidekick Albert Browne’s search for the secret prison where he and other children with psychic powers have been ruthlessly trained is similarly cursorily wrapped up. And what of the series’ broader ongoing struggles with the local slave trade and the corrupt Faith Houses? Here, too, the author drops the ball at the end. Readers who delight in titanic explosions, swashbuckling young troublemakers escaping through hails of gunfire, and foes coming to squishy ends will be pleased; those who like stories that offer more definite closure and their heroes and supporting characters to show meaningful growth, less so. Some racial diversity is cued in the cast surrounding the white leads. Still pedal to the metal, but running on fumes at this point. (maps) (Science fiction. 10-13)Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2025) Stroud has much to wrap up in this third (seemingly final) volume of the exploits of fearsome Scarlett McCain and disheveled, telepathically gifted Albert Browne. In the dystopic, hostile landscape of postapocalyptic Britain, they and their company now have a double mission: to liberate banks of their funds and to free enslaved people and those about to be sold into slavery. Scarlett and Albert pursue personal quests as well: Albert wants to find his former prison and learn its secrets; Scarlett searches for her younger brother, lost to slavers years ago -- and all this in the context of a terrorizing force even greater than the pair's former enemy, the repressive Faith Houses. Now, it's a group arming itself with weapons unearthed from deep within the ravaged land, "weapons that destroy everything they touch." Stroud offers much activity and incident; dangerous, malicious terrain; risky schemes with explosive outcomes -- in short, there's barely a moment to stop and ponder. But even within the pressure of action, description, and bringing many threads together, Stroud's vivacity of phrasing has lost none of its verve. "Her pale face hung beneath her hat like a moon of vengeance in a blood-soaked sky," he writes in one of many unforgettable descriptive moments. Deirdre F. Baker May/June 2025 p.99
9781662660214 The Poetry of Car Mechanics Stemple, Heidi MS School Library Journal Xpress starred (April 4, 2025) Gr 5 Up-Stemple's latest novel in verse tells the story of 15-year-old Dylan as he struggles to connect with his grandfather, who has become his guardian after his mother has been absent for the past three years. While dealing with his mother's unpredictable mental health was not easy, she understood Dylan's softness and love of poetry. His grandfather, however, has a much narrower view of masculinity, and the two clash over race and xenophobia. They find common ground while working in his grandfather's auto shop. The logic of machines speaks to Dylan, as does his love of birding and nature. His encounter with an injured hawk leads Dylan to a journey of self-discovery and acceptance. Stemple's artful writing will have readers flying through the pages, though the emotional depth deserves a moment to pause and savor each word. Many readers will find Dylan's journey relatable, even without sharing his experiences. Back matter includes resources on mental health and bipolar disorder. VERDICT A must-purchase title for any library serving teens, though still relevant for younger readers. Hand to fans of tender explorations of young masculinity like Kenneth M. Cadow's Gather, Shifa Saltagi Safadi's Kareem Between, or Alicia D. Williams's Mid-Air.-Monisha Blair © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (May 1, 2025 (Online)) Grades 6-10. Dylan and Pops, his grandfather, have been on their own since his mom disappeared during a mental-health crisis. At 15, Dylan knows he can't—won't—live up to Pops' ideas of manliness. Their relationship becomes strained when Pops purchases hateful flags, displays exclusionary signage, and is pulled into the vortex of endless, vitriol-fueled news programs. Dylan finds solace in the woods, bird-watching and writing poems. An injured red-tailed hawk ultimately draws him outside his comfort zone and brings hope back into perspective. Stemple addresses mental health with a sharp focus on Dylan's emotional health as a result of his mother's struggle. Birds, poetry, and cars are the lens through which Dylan views the world; these themes are explored via the verse format, inviting readers deeper into Dylan's mind to see how he remains self-assured in his identity. The author's note addresses bipolar disorder and offers resources for those seeking information and/or assistance with mental-health care. While this novel is categorized as middle-grade, Dylan's age and actions make the story accessible for readers in high school as well.

9780063284746 The Science of Friendship Davis, Tanita MS
Booklist, 07/31/2024
Grades 4-8 - "Eighth grade is tough, but it’s a whole lot tougher without any friends. After being the butt of an especially embarrassing end-of-year pool-party prank, Rylee has left her previous group of “friends” and is alone in the world of middle school. She drops previously scheduled classes, taking others that will change the trajectory of her school year. When she’s paired with DeNia for a journalism assignment, Rylee deals with DeNia’s quirky stubbornness while feeling all the feels that their topic, “The Science of Friendship,” stirs up in her. Rylee works through her wounds, getting advice from family and acquaintances, and learns from her own missteps. While Rylee and DeNia start out somewhat stereotypical, their rocky relationship is ultimately believable as it moves from the theoretical to the actual. Some of the most realistic moments are between Rylee and her grandmother Geema, who lays out what true long-term friendship involves, sharing valuable insights that can benefit readers. A story that goes beyond basic middle-school drama, this is a solid purchase."

School Library Journal Starred, 06/30/2024
Gr 5 Up—Did you know that social isolation can be as bad for you as smoking 15 cigarettes per day? That fact is something Rylee Swanson learns in her quest to understand friendship. Just before eighth grade, Rylee is bullied at a social gathering. Not only is she humiliated and excluded, but she is also ignored. Rylee therefore enters eighth grade feeling lost, lonely, and friendless. However, in her journalism elective, Rylee meets DeNia, a self-assured girl who seems to be nothing more than a science geek with a colossal backpack. As the novel progresses, Rylee and DeNia are teamed up to write an article about friendship for the school's newspaper, The Segrest Sentinel. The project forces them to navigate their differences, realizing they have more in common than they think; together, they seek out answers about friendship. Built upon the tenets of journalism that emphasize inquiry, this novel presents characters that thrive through the investigative process. The story portrays Rylee, a somewhat flawed girl when it comes to social connections and interactions, and her authentic social trajectory. Rylee's research forces her to arrive at her own understanding of friendship and what it means. She reflects, responds, and make amends for her own mistakes. This is a beautiful depiction of what it means to be human as a middle school student and how one can learn from one's own flaws about empathy, while also receiving validation and support. VERDICT The perfect read for book-smart students seeking social connection and friendship stories.—Jennifer Strattman Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

9780374392468 The sky was my blanket : a young man's journey across wartime EuropeShulevitz, Uri MS School Library Journal Xpress (July 25, 2025) Gr 5 Up-This final, posthumously published work from celebrated Caldecott Award-winning illustrator Shulevitz, based on his uncle's experiences across war-torn Europe, offers an incisive look at the period. Jewish Yehiel Szulewicz balks at his super strict and religious family and leaves home, and Poland, at 15 years old. A transient life of survival ensues, in which he travels across Europe, befriends other travelers, and joins the fight against fascism, first in the Spanish Civil War against Franco and then as part of the Jewish Resistance against Hitler. Each chapter succinctly narrates the young man's harrowing escapes and near-death experiences in the global conflict. Readers will be struck by his determination to continue despite hardships like hunger, homelessness, and constant loss. The first-person accounting sometimes feels repetitive and monotonous, but at other times, the spare and immediate narration is magnetic. He eventually changes his name to Henri Sulewic and creates paintings in honor of his childhood. The work is peppered with Shulevitz's art, adding to the foreboding feeling of the stark text. An author's note and reproductions of Szulewicz's work are included. VERDICT Shelve this heartrending memoir alongside Shulevitz's own graphic memoir for kids: Chance: Escape from the Holocaust.-Shelley M. Diaz © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) The late Shulevitz, author of the acclaimed memoir Chance: Escape from the Holocaust (rev. 11/20), recounts the story of his beloved uncle's experiences in the early twentieth century and during the Holocaust. Born in 1915 Poland, Yehiel left home at fifteen seeking adventure beyond his close yet restrictive family: "Although Father was a kind and loving man, when it came to religious observance, he was strict and allowed for no compromises." Leaving home was a decision that ultimately saved his life after Germany invaded Poland and his parents and two of his brothers (the third being Shulevitz's father) were murdered by the Nazis. The specter of the Holocaust hangs heavily over the narrative ("Ugly graffiti was scrawled on walls: Jews, your time is coming"), but Yehiel's life was full of incident: working his way across Eastern Europe, studying Hebrew and leatherwork in Vienna, joining a brother in Paris, moving to Barcelona and fighting against fascism in the Spanish Civil War, joining a Jewish Resistance group, getting married, surviving World War II, and becoming a naturalized French citizen. The use of first person adds a storytelling element: Yehiel was like a second father to the author, who met his uncle in 1946 when the Shulevitzes arrived after their own wartime ordeal, and it's easy to "hear" the voice of Yehiel in the straightforward and engaging narrative. Shulevitz's recognizably textured line work appears throughout, while images by his uncle, who began

9781547616398 The Trouble with Heroes Messner, Kate MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 03/31/2025
Grades 3-6 - "*Starred Review* Finn Connelly’s dad was a 9/11 hero who left big boots to fill when he died during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. Two years later, still consumed by anger and frustration at his loss, Finn topples a tombstone belonging to a beloved trail steward, Edna. Edna’s daughter offers Finn a deal: reparations in lieu of juvie. She charges him with hiking all 46 of Edna’s beloved Adirondack High Peaks this summer, and to do it with Edna’s slobbery dog, Seymour, in tow. Finn sets off, carrying his unresolved grief and snacks. Long hikes with volunteer trail “nannies” offer Finn wilderness education, along with solitude to process his loss, while a summer-school poetry assignment creates an outlet for the complicated emotions Finn unravels while remembering his father. Many mountains in, Finn begrudgingly admits he “didn’t mean to love it but [he does],” and he ultimately finds peace and a connection with both Edna and his dad along the trails. The dynamic story is told in accessible verse interspersed with texts, photographs, and more, while Finn’s journey delicately balances humor and sadness, blending introspection and plot. Prolific author Messner, herself “a proud 46er,” tenderly proffers the healing power of nature couched with obvious admiration for the mountains. A gently reflective, bittersweet, and redemptive story."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 02/28/2025
A summer spent summiting the Adirondacks allows a teenager to reckon with grief. Thirteen-year-old Finn Connelly’s summer is off to a rocky start. In addition to several incomplete class assignments—including a poetry project about heroes—he’s facing vandalism charges after an angry outburst at the local cemetery. To avoid paying thousands in fines that his family can’t spare, he reluctantly agrees to the proffered alternative: climbing all 46 Adirondack peaks over 4,000 feet by Labor Day accompanied by Seymour, the enthusiastic dog who belonged to the woman whose headstone he damaged. As Finn attempts the hikes, he wrestles with what it means to be a hero, a term often used for his deceased father, a local hockey legend, New York City firefighter, 9/11 first responder, and paramedic who died on the front lines of the Covid-19 pandemic. This verse novel is engaging and easy to follow. It encompasses varied structures, like haiku, sonnet, and found poetry. Other ephemera, such as letters, recipes, and school progress reports, create visual breaks evocative of a commonplace book. The first-person narration vividly conveys a disgruntled teenager’s feelings, including moments of humor and contemplation. The novel wrestles with loss and legacy intertwined with weighty events, challenges, and themes—PTSD, alcoholism, toxic masculinity—and their resulting impact on Finn’s emotional well-being. The supporting characters are encouraging adult role models. Characters present white. An adventurous work whose authentic voice celebrates the outdoors and everyday heroism. (author’s note) (Verse fiction. 10-14)

9780316572699 THE WEIRDIES BUCKLEY, MICHAEL MS
Kirkus Review, 07/14/2025
Three children seek acceptance and love through peculiar means. Ten-year-old triplets Barnacle, Melancholy, and Garlic “decided to be as weird as possible” to get the attention and affection of their rich, eccentric, and neglectful parents. When this ploy fails and their parents abandon them, they push away their adoptive mother, Miss Emily, so she can’t disappoint them, too. But sunny Miss Emily refuses to give up—even when the kids’ biological parents, Mr. Weirdie and the Enchantress, return to claim them as part of a scheme to get their hands on more money. The parents are terrible, and the children have a taste for destruction and violence. They’re also impossibly odd: Barnacle doesn’t have a skeleton, Melancholy collects “bones and teeth and the occasional ear,” and Garlic naps with ticks and poison oak. The book contains two stories—“In Which Misery Rains Down on Innocent People” and “In Which Tragedy Runs Amok”—and the ending of the second one feels unsatisfying and designed to set up a sequel. The plot is fairly simple, and the characters lack depth; the narrator speaks directly to readers, but much of the humor is likely to sail over younger audiences’ heads. The Mad Libs–esque weirdness is the whole point, but it comes across as window dressing, overpowering the messages about trust, love, and fitting in. The Weirdies are “so white you [can] almost see through them,” and Emily is cued white. Final art not seen. All weird whimsy but little heart. (Fiction. 8-12)

Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 5-7 - "Spun off from the first two episodes of an audio original, this distinctly Lemony Snicket–style gothic features three 10-year-old siblings who would fit right into the Addams Family, a kindly social worker willing to overlook the kids’ fondness for explosives and other peccadilloes in order to adopt them, and their thoroughly demonic parents, who are (incorrectly) thought to be dead. Barnacle Weirdie and his sisters, Melancholy and Garlic, exude roguish charm in the cover illustration but are more like destructive forces of nature in the story. Growing up in a huge mansion with servants to brush their teeth, dress them, and even chew their meat, the three are later plucked from the Our Lady of the Perpetual Side-Eye orphanage by the relentlessly loving Miss Emily. The children are swept up in a custody battle when their ruthless birth mom and dad unexpectedly reappear with a fiendish plan to exploit them to restore the family fortunes. Readers who delight in macabre details, savagely caricatured grown-ups, and plucky young folk coping with unfortunate events will be tickled."

9780593650745 
9781420527568
978-0-593-65073-8 The Wrong Way Home O'Shaughnessy, Kate MS School Library Journal (April 1, 2024) Gr 3-7-Twelve-year-old Fern's life takes a sharp turn when she and her mother sneak out of the Ranch, an off-the-grid farm in New York that has been her home for the last six years. Even though the ranch might be considered a cult and her mom says its leader Dr. Ben is dangerous, it's the home that Fern remembers most. The two escape to Driftaway Beach, CA, living in a motel where her mother works. When Fern becomes desperate to return to the only life she knows, she makes a long-term plan to return to the Ranch. But as time goes on Fern finds friendship in Eddie and Babs. She discovers that she loves science and learning about new things. Now that she has a taste for this world, she is conflicted when she thinks about returning home. This coming-of-age story centers a girl trying to decide what is right as she struggles to change from one culture to another. The first-person narrative is believable and thought-provoking as Fern reconsiders everything she's thought to be true. VERDICT A unique story and welcome addition to the library for fans of contemporary middle grade fiction.-Nancy Hawkins © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2024) Since narrator Fern was six, she and her mother have lived on the Ranch, an isolated "sustainable futurist community" in upstate New York. Now twelve, Fern is completely accustomed to the unquestioned authority of Ranch leader Dr. Ben and his "ideals," which emphasize a reverence for nature. Readers may begin to realize long before the protagonist does that the Ranch's way of life has its flaws; as the story opens, a teen community member has died during a rite of passage. But still, when Mom recognizes those extremes and escapes to California with Fern, it's understandable that Fern finds the outside world scary and, even as she begins to reacclimate, is determined to find a way to go "home." As in Lasagna Means I Love You (rev. 3/23), O'Shaughnessy presents a high-stakes situation and zeroes in on a child narrator's believable emotions. That tight focus on the young narrator even when she is misguided or doesn't have all the facts allows readers to draw their own conclusions based on the gradually increasing information she has -- about the events that led her mother to choose the Ranch, and in separating what can sound like positive environmentalist values from the dangerous reality of a cult. Shoshana Flax May/June 2024 p.149
978-1-524-88749-0 This Means War! Peirce, Lincoln MS Continuation of series - no reviews
9780063046979 To walk the sky : how Iroquois steelworkers helped build towering citiesBuckley, Patricia Morris ES/MS School Library Journal Xpress starred (December 20, 2024) Gr 1-5-"They sat with their feet dangling in thirty-five stories of air, eating lunch with the best views in the world. Generation after generation, skywalkers sculpted city skylines that pierced the clouds." The history of how Iroquois came to be well-known steel workers begins with the Caughnawaga requiring a railroad company to hire their people as workers on a bridge project in exchange for land. The Caughnawaga were considered "unskilled labor" but proved their skills and comfort with height. This led to more jobs on construction sites and skywalkers worked on major projects from infrastructure to buildings. A bridge collapse during construction was a tragedy with "Almost every tribal family losing a skywalker." The skywalkers continued in construction to support their families, and honored their lost with a memorial. Watercolor spreads, drawn primarily in soft blues, show men walking on cables or sitting on beams. The colors change to yellow and gray tones during disasters. The perspectives are mostly from looking up to the sky or the workers looking down, mixed with some panoramic drawings. The author notes their family's participation in steelwork, information about the bridge collapse, glossary, and a list of some the projects. VERDICT This fascinating narrative provides an in-depth history of skywalkers, the Caughnawaga, and their contributions to our cities and infrastructure. Strong first buy.-Tamara Saarinen © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (December 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 7)) Grades K-3. Here, a descendant of one of the 75 workers who died in the 1907 collapse of the Quebec Bridge pays eloquent tribute to the first generation of Mohawk “skywalkers” who came out of the Caughnawaga (later Kahnawà:ke) reserve in Canada to become sought-after construction workers for bridges and skyscrapers all over North America. Along with scenes of rugged workers posing atop or strolling along narrow steel I beams suspended over rivers and city buildings, Lewis captures a sense of the occupation’s dangers with views of mourning families in the wake of the bridge’s fall, spidery steel memorials, and climactically, heaps of tangled wreckage from the 2001 destruction of the World Trade Center towers. “Skywalkers volunteered to dismantle what their fathers and uncles had built decades before,” the author writes of that catastrophe. “They understood all too well how mangled beams broke hearts.” Along with additional details about the Quebec Bridge project and Mohawk society, Buckley closes with a partial tally of landmark buildings and other structures erected with significant help from “the courageous Native Americans who, even today, walk the sky.”
978-0-316-41082-3 Too Uncool for School Patterson, James and Chatterton, Martin MS Continuation of series - no reviews
978-0-06-329950-4 Tree. Table. Book Lowry, Lois MS Kirkus Reviews, 04/01/24, In the Newbery-winning author's latest, a girl grapples with a beloved elder's dementia.Eleven-year-old Sophia (who goes by Sophie) Henry Winslow's best friend is Sophie Gershowitz, her 88-year-old neighbor. Sophie Gershowitz's adult son is concerned with her cognitive decline and thinks it may be time for her to move to an assisted living facility. The younger Sophie decides to prepare her friend for the cognitive tests so she'll pass them and be able to stay. When Sophie Gershowitz struggles to recall three words-tree, table, book-Sophie Winslow invites her to recall related childhood stories in the hopes that it will help. Sophie Gershowitz shares slice-of-life tales from her girlhood in Poland before revealing how everything changed when World War II began. Sophie Winslow reflects: "I had never really got it, never understood history, how things fit together, because I needed someone to tell me the stories of how things are lost, and what that means and how it hurts." While the explanation of historical events is age-appropriate and at times compelling, the book feels more geared toward an adult sensibility than a child's. The pacing is slow, and young Sophie's storyline seems like an overly padded, self-conscious framing device. The protagonist is a quirk-filled bundle of idiosyncrasies; Lowry aims for precocious but sometimes stumbles into pretentious and judgmental, particularly with young Sophie's attitudes toward her friend Ralphie's love of junk food. Physical descriptions of characters are minimal.A tale of intergenerational bonding that may resonate with adult readers but will leave youngsters cold. (Fiction. 8-12) Publishers Weekly, 04/01/24, Lowry (Gossamer) movingly explores the unusual, intergenerational friendship between two Sophies: widowed 88-year-old Polish-born Sophie Gershowitz and 11-year-old Sophie Winslow, next-door neighbors in a small New Hampshire town. The two enjoy what Sophie Winslow calls a â€œfriendship of the heart,â€� sharing a love for conducting Prokofiev recordings, the color mauve, and Sophie Gershowitzâ€™s elderly cat. Young Sophie narrates the friendsâ€™ story in a direct, unembellished voice as a writing exercise and, following the advice of a visiting writer (â€œBegin on the day that is differentâ€�), zeroes in on the moment she overhears a disturbing conversation between her parents about her elderly friendâ€™s weakening cognitive abilities. Determined to prove this is untrueâ€”even while experiencing events that steadily reveal the oppositeâ€”she guides older Sophie through Merck Manualâ€“recommended cognitive tests, along the way learning poignant truths about her friendâ€™s past. Clear-eyed, sympathetic Sophie is an astute observer and straightforward protagonist, and her relationship with Sophie Gershowitz, as well as with her parents and other friendsâ€”including her seven-year-old autistic neighborâ€”radiate genuine warmth. The novelâ€™s spare language and matter-of-fact recounting enhance its rich emotional core. All characters present as white; Sophie Gershowitz is Jewish. Ages 8â€“12. (Apr.)
978-1-547-61639-8 Trouble with Heroes Messner, Kate MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Starred Review Finn Connelly's dad was a 9/11 hero who left big boots to fill when he died during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. Two years later, still consumed by anger and frustration at his loss, Finn topples a tombstone belonging to a beloved trail steward, Edna. Edna's daughter offers Finn a deal: reparations in lieu of juvie. She charges him with hiking all 46 of Edna's beloved Adirondack High Peaks this summer, and to do it with Edna's slobbery dog, Seymour, in tow. Finn sets off, carrying his unresolved grief and snacks. Long hikes with volunteer trail "nannies" offer Finn wilderness education, along with solitude to process his loss, while a summer-school poetry assignment creates an outlet for the complicated emotions Finn unravels while remembering his father. Many mountains in, Finn begrudgingly admits he "didn't mean to love it but [he does]," and he ultimately finds peace and a connection with both Edna and his dad along the trails. The dynamic story is told in accessible verse interspersed with texts, photographs, and more, while Finn's journey delicately balances humor and sadness, blending introspection and plot. Prolific author Messner, herself "a proud 46er," tenderly proffers the healing power of nature couched with obvious admiration for the mountains. A gently reflective, bittersweet, and redemptive story.Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 03/04/25, A summer spent summiting the Adirondacks allows a teenager to reckon with griefThirteen-year-old Finn Connelly's summer is off to a rocky start. In addition to several incomplete class assignments-including a poetry project about heroes-he's facing vandalism charges after an angry outburst at the local cemetery. To avoid paying thousands in fines that his family can't spare, he reluctantly agrees to the proffered alternative: climbing all 46 Adirondack peaks over 4,000 feet by Labor Day accompanied by Seymour, the enthusiastic dog who belonged to the woman whose headstone he damaged. As Finn attempts the hikes, he wrestles with what it means to be a hero, a term often used for his deceased father, a local hockey legend, New York City firefighter, 9/11 first responder, and paramedic who died on the front lines of the Covid-19 pandemic. This verse novel is engaging and easy to follow. It encompasses varied structures, like haiku, sonnet, and found poetry. Other ephemera, such as letters, recipes, and school progress reports, create visual breaks evocative of a commonplace book. The first-person narration vividly conveys a disgruntled teenager's feelings, including moments of humor and contemplation. The novel wrestles with loss and legacy intertwined with weighty events, challenges, and themes-PTSD, alcoholism, toxic masculinity-and their resulting impact on Finn's emotional well-being. The supporting characters are encouraging adult role models. Characters present white.An adventurous work whose authentic voice celebrates the outdoors and everyday heroism. (author's note)(Verse fiction. 10-14)
978-0-06-331164-0 Trouble with Secrets Milliner, Naomi MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 03/01/25, A Maryland seventh grader prepares to become a bat mitzvah while still worrying about typical middle school challengesFrom the dramatic opening sequence, readers are deeply immersed in 12-year-old Becky's world, infused with food, friends, and family traditions. As part of a close-knit Jewish family, dark-haired, blue-eyed Becky, a talented flutist, navigates the pressures of observant life as a rabbi's daughter while comparing herself to her seemingly perfect siblings. From maintaining appearances, to making questionable decisions, to grappling with interfaith relationships, the depiction of loving relationships among Becky and her siblings, parents, friends, and extended family is central to the charm of the story. Becky's kind-natured good intentions come through in her actions, such as supporting a friend or choosing thoughtful presents for her brothers. But as she discovers the dangers of idealizing those around her and makes her own flawed choices, the tension rises. Employing a dual timeline, Milliner's sophomore novel juxtaposes poetic present-day vignettes with richly detailed chapters set in the past, together showing Becky's insights and growth. This heart-wrenching, emotional, compulsively readable work traces the evolution of secrets and lies. From minor omissions to catastrophic revelations, they strain relationships and test unshakable bonds, leading to tragedy but ultimately concluding with hope and a clearer path to self-awareness and understanding.A touching, intimate exploration of universal themes of trust, conformity, and the impact of family dynamics.(Fiction. 8-12)ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, This heartfelt novel explores one seventh-grader's struggle to balance parental expectations with her personal aspirations, as well as finding her own approach to her faith. In the opening, Becky is preparing for a funeral and drowning in grief. The story then goes back in time to show how these events came to be, with funeral-day chapters interspersed. Becky feels pressure to be as perfect as her two older siblings, a stress that steadily increases as her bat mitzvah approaches. She has yet to finish her speech or her mitzvah project, and it doesn't help that, as the rabbi's daughter, Becky fears all eyes are on her. But Becky's true passion is playing flute. When her teacher invites her to audition for an all-county band, Becky is ecstatic til her parents say no. Thus begins a life-changing series of secrets. When Becky learns her sister, Sara, is hiding a secret, too, she hopes their secrets will bond them. A slower pace and first-person narration allow readers an intimate, unfiltered look at tragedy and grief in one contemporary family.
978-1-546-12274-6 Trouble with Sunshine Mendez, Yamile Saied MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, Starred Review After the unexpected death of her mother, 13-year-old Dorani Gutierrez has her life upended when she's uprooted from her Miami home to the cold weather of Wyoming to live with her estranged TÃ a Ivette. What begins as a rocky relationship for both aunt and niece becomes manageable as Dorani explores her aunt's ranch and discovers an animal in need of tenderness. Upon meeting Sunshine, an Argentine Criollo horse who has suffered its own traumatic experience, Dorani builds a relationship with the withdrawn creature. It is this connection that allows TÃ a Ivette to open up and shed light on the rift with her sister. Despite the comforting routine and new friends, Dorani unintentionally sparks trouble at her new school by questioning their status quo of shunning other cultures. As this young and determined protagonist discovers the power of words, she will have to decide if it's best to speak up or stay silent. Award-winning MÃ©ndez's breathtaking middle-grade novel is not just about a girl and her horse but also family relationships (e.g., Dorani's movie-star father not returning her calls) and prejudicial tendencies in the school system. Fans of animal stories will get educated on various facets of caring for a horse (combing its mane or mucking stalls). A great read about the importance of bonding, grief, and healing.Horn Book, 04/01/25, Thirteen-year-old Dorani's vibrant life in Miami is destroyed after her mother's sudden death from a heart attack. Her famous father is as absent as ever, so Dorani is sent to live with her mother's estranged sister, Tia Ivette, who is more accustomed to rehabilitating horses than raising grieving teens. Her aunt's reticent nature and the claustrophobia of her landlocked Wyoming ranch are hard on Dorani. However, caring adults, the continued presence of Puerto Rican-Argentinian traditions such as Three Kings Day, and a new diverse friend group at school help her acclimate to her new life. Mendez grants Dorani complex bereavement: she feels sociable, humorous, and creative as frequently as she feels homesick, heartbroken, and guilty. Tia Ivette's hippotherapy techniques allow Dorani to help a mare named Sunshine overcome an injury; caring for Sunshine provides refuge from her own trauma. While Dorani's unexpected "horse girl" phase brings her closer to Ivette, who is burdened by unresolved conflict with her late sister, it's ultimately their discovery of a shared sense of social justice that cements their bond. Mendez doesn't depict the process of healing from loss as effortless or enjoyable but rather as a necessity that's eased by community. "It's like taking medicine," Ivette tells Dorani. "It might taste horrible, but in the end, it's exactly what you need."
978-0-593-30692-5 Tryouts Sax, Sarah MS Horn Book, 08/01/24, This addition to the Brinkley Yearbooks graphic novel series (Picture Day, rev. 9/23) stands on its own. Alexandra Olsen -- or Al -- loves baseball. Her middle school's team has won nine back-to-back championships, and they are shooting for a "full decade of baseball dominance." With encouragement from the new coach, Al tries out and makes the cut; she becomes the only girl on the team. When the school's attention-obsessed athletic director calls in a news crew to report on the gender-inclusive baseball season, Al's teammates end up resenting her for hogging the spotlight despite her best efforts to share it. Meanwhile, the school's girls' basketball team is crushing it on the court, but their record-setting season is all but ignored. As Al tries to rebuild teamwork and trust on and off the field, her best friends are also branching out, joining the art club and resurrecting a retired school mascot (a goose called "The Brinkley Beak"). These friends are part of Al's stellar support system, which buoys her spirits as she reclaims and reframes her story. With bold black outlines, striking color work, and dynamic layouts, the art adds further depth to the well-paced plot, memorable characters, and well-realized setting. In one impressively delineated scene, characters converse clearly while playing a chaotic game of dodgeball. Rollicking and tender, this comic knocks it out of the park. Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/24, Characters from Sax's Picture Day (2023) try out something new.Thirteen-year-old Alexandra Olsen has played rec league baseball for years. Now, as a seventh grader at Brinkley Middle School, she tries out for boys' baseball. The new coach welcomes her, and Al is skilled enough to make the team, along with Julian Veras, her nonbinary friend from rec league. Meanwhile, classmate Milo Castillo finds the courage to join the art club, something that's outside his comfort zone, and extroverted Viv Sullivan revives the Brinkley Beak, an old school mascot. When Al is interviewed on local TV for being the first girl ballplayer at Brinkley, it leads to dissent among her teammates; she copes by becoming overly demanding, which causes further friction. Sax does well at depicting a wide range of young people and validating a variety of interests and talents. Al is a fully realized character, and the issue of girls' equity in sports will be inviting to readers who enjoy graphic novels such as Misty Wilson and David Wilson's Play Like a Girl (2022) and Matt Tavares' Hoops (2023). In a subplot, the Brinkley girls' basketball team's undefeated season is overlooked in the hubbub over Al's presence on the boys' baseball team. The art is very well done, especially the sports scenes shown from multiple points of view. Al is white; there's racial diversity among the supporting cast.A story that will encourage readers to spread their wings. (character sketches, author's note, resources) (Graphic fiction. 8-12)

9780374391850 TUCK EVERLASTING : THE GRAPHIC NOVEL BABBITT, NATALIE MS
School Library Journal Starred, 06/30/2025
Gr 4 Up—Much like with her graphic novel adaptation of The Great Gatsby, Woodman-Maynard achieves the seemingly impossible task of enhancing a much beloved classic novel. Adapted from Babbitt's original text, with the encouragement and support of Babbitt's family, this graphic novel features the story of Winnie Foster, a 10-year-old girl trapped in a rigid life of societal and familial expectations. When Winnie tries to run away from her gilded cage, she stumbles across the Tuck family and discovers their unbelievable secret—immortality after drinking from a magical spring. Through lush, atmospheric watercolors, Babbitt's lyrical and descriptive language is brought to life, creating palpable visualizations of abstract concepts, like the imagery of a wheel to represent story structure, the cyclical nature of life, and the ticking of a clock. Also included in this edition is a conversation between the artist and Babbitt's daughter, Lucy; a "making of" vignette on the process of creating the graphic novel; and primary sources of Babbitt's handwritten drafts, paintings, and life. Winnie, her family, and the Tuck family are white. VERDICT Enhancing a classic and empowering readers to better understand complex imagery, this faithful and beautiful adaptation is a must purchase for all graphic novel collections.—Kasey Swords Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 07/31/2025
Grades 4-8 - "Marking the fiftieth anniversary of the original novel, this graphic adaptation of the beloved classic will introduce new readers to the extraordinary story of Winnie Foster and her encounter with the Tuck family. Spurred into rebellion after a one-sided argument with a toad, Winnie takes off for the woods surrounding her home and comes across 17-year-old Jesse Tuck drinking from a mysterious spring. This chance meeting and the accidental kidnapping that follows bring her right into the bosom of the Tuck family and their secret: they never age or die. Lines from the original work are woven right into the illustrations, the opening lines painted into rays of sunlight. Warm pastel shades of ink and watercolor transport the reader into the sweltering summer days of August. A beautiful reintroduction to this timeless tale of beauty in life’s fleeting moments that closes with an image of an early draft in Babbitt’s hand and a conversation between the author-illustrator and Babbitt’s daughter, Lucy."

978-0-593-65006-6 Turning Twelve Ormsbee, Kathryn MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews,  Turning 12 isn't easyIn this stand-alone companion toGrowing Pangs (2022), Katie cannot wait for her 12th birthday. She's looking forward to getting her first real babysitting job, auditioning for the musicalAnnie, and hanging out with BFFs Ginni and Amalie. Unfortunately, 12 isn't turning out as she expected: Ginni and Amalie are moving away to help their grandmother, Katie doesn't land her coveted lead role in the musical, the mean girls in her church youth group bully her, and her anxiety and OCD (which she describes as her "buzzing thoughts") seem to be worsening. When Katie meets Grace, who's also cast inAnnie, she realizes that this is her first crush. Growing up home-schooled and religious, she's been steeped in purity culture and homophobia, creating a deep chasm of anxiety as she struggles to find self-acceptance, confidence, and community. Loosely based on Ormsbee's own life, this delightful tale is a stellar middle-grade offering, adroitly capturing the heartbreak and joy of early adolescence. The alluringly vibrant illustrations feel cinematic, with their immersive feel and keen emphasis on facial expressions. Notes from both the author and artist provide resources and enriching anecdotes. With its unabashed candor, empathy, and accessibility, this book will appeal to fans of Raina Telgemeier, Kayla Miller, and Shannon Hale who are searching for their next favorite read. Katie and Grace present white; Amalie and Ginni have brown skin and wavy black hair.A heartfelt and endearing snapshot of adolescence.(Graphic fiction. 8-12)Horn Book, 04/01/25, Color by Marta Todeschini. In this follow-up to graphic novel Growing Pangs (rev. 7/22), newly twelve-year-old Katie navigates the turbulence of puberty, which she likens to an "adulthood alarm" constantly going off: "Growing up was starting to feel like it was more about alarms than adventures." Katie, a churchgoing homeschooler who sees a therapist about her "buzzing thoughts" (anxiety and OCD), faces the onset of shaving, bras, and her first period, while her two best friends (who are siblings) temporarily move away. Most confusing for Katie is her attraction to Grace, a fellow cast member in a production of Annie, which conflicts with the messages she hears at church. She also wrestles with the church's "totally sexist" views on modesty. The book captures the intensity of early adolescence with the "thu-thump" refrain of Katie's heartbeat when she's with Grace. The illustrations, with expressive line work and a spectrum of reds, convey the warmth and depth of Katie's emotions through blushing cheeks and enamored glances. On one memorable page, radiant Grace fills most of the space while Katie, in a panel below, gazes rapturously: "thu-thump." Katie's wish to have "stayed eleven" transforms, through self-reflection and the influence of a few women in her life, into a newfound tenacity and the realization that, when she's older, she can "find a place to be myself." A respectful portrayal of an adolescent girl learning to think independently.
978-0-316-57709-0 Unboxing Libby Cherrywell, Steph MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Starred Review Things started to go wrong the day Libby Maxwell was born: She screamed at her new mom and dropped her favorite snow globe d worse, she wanted to make friends with a Roxanne. Libbys were not friends with Roxannes. Ever. Roxannes were meanies and had no problem creating havoc for all the other good little robots living in the Martian colonies set up by the humans. The other Libbys give Libby Maxwell the nickname "Max," which is the only thing that seems to fit this Libby and her glitchy code. But when Max discovers that her malfunctions allow her to do things other robots can't ke cross the Boundary lines blocking them from roaming where they shouldn't e learns that the humans on Mars might not be as nice as they should be. After all, A.I.Cademy Girls like Max were made for human children and weren't meant to be left to their own simulations. Cherrywell has crafted a riveting sf dramedy, complete with cautionary observations of our modern society, packaged neatly in a sweet (AI) teen's POV. Between chapters, advertisements describing the book's androids as products adds humor in a smart satirization of marketing, inviting readers to read between the lines. Any fan of friendship stories will adore this tale of a preteen robot finding her true self.Kirkus Reviews, In the distant future, humans are preparing to settle on MarsIn order to test the feasibility of the new Martian communities, Minerva Social Computing has populated the planet with intelligent, humanoid robots, who have a variety of physical appearances. Many of their robots are based on characters from popular shows, such asA.I.Cademy Girls. One of them, the Libby model, is programmed to be cheerful, peppy, and upbeat. But Libby "Max" Maxwell, who has "Cornsilk" skin and "bright lemon yellow" hair, notices that she seems different from the other Libbies in Community 14. Max wants to befriend Roxanne, who's programmed to be mean-"like the designated alpha mean girl that everyone hates"-someone who'd never be friends with a Libby. And, although Libby behaviors should be innate in her code, she has to try hard to be a Libby. She's confused, frustrated, and angry-everything a Libby shouldn't be. But in seeking fundamental truths about herself, she just might uncover a deeper truth about robot life on Mars that could threaten everything she knows. This charming, feel-good work turns the concept of robots resembling sentient American GirlÃ¢Â€Â“style dolls into a heartfelt exploration of self. Cherrywell's debut thoughtfully delves into themes of self-exploration, bullying, friendship, and individuality. The strength of this novel lies in its character building, where initially cookie-cutter characters slowly become unique individuals with their own compelling narratives.An endearing story about being true to oneself.(Science fiction. 9-13)
9781516084784 Uncle John's city garden Ford, Bernette G ES/MS Booklist starred (May 1, 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 17)) Grades K-3. A Brooklyn garden plot and a family working together are at the center of this delightful picture book. Starting with only a space of bare, brown earth, Uncle John and his nieces and nephew bring lush green growth to the borough. The cycle from seeds to succotash is playfully, but thoroughly, brought to life by award-wining illustrator Morrison. Capturing the togetherness as well as the wonder of working side by side in the garden, brown faces glisten and elongated limbs rise up toward the sun, just as the garden itself rises. The palette of browns, grays, and blues are punctuated by the green growth. The characters expressively experience the changing seasons in the garden, until harvest day arrives and culminates in a celebratory BBQ. Based on memories of “almost” summers in her own life, Ford’s look back combines nostalgia and the dignity of life in the day-to-day. Young readers will no doubt be inspired to create their own gardens and look forward to using the included succotash recipe to experience the fruits of their labors. An inviting story that is also a fine example of using everyday life to exemplify science and success. A joy to experience!Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2022) Family + gardening = a great summer feast. Li'l Sissy, the youngest of three African American siblings, tells how she and her siblings help their uncle John cultivate a garden in an empty lot between high-rise apartment buildings in their neighborhood. A gentle giant who towers above the kids, Uncle John lets them choose which plants to grow. Brother chooses corn and lima beans, Sister onions and tomatoes, and Li'l Sissy okra. Uncle John prepares the soil, the kids plant the seeds, and they all water, weed, and watch. At summer's end, at the family cookout, everyone enjoys the grilled meats, but the succotash outshines the rest because Uncle John and the kids grew the ingredients. Morrison's (R-E-S-P-E-C-T, rev. 7/20) color-saturated illustrations hint at his graffiti-art background, radiating the yellows of summer heat and the earth tones of the garden while emphasizing the bond that Li'l Sissy and her siblings enjoy. The wide-brimmed hat she wears, which mirrors her uncle's, suggests that Li'l Sissy will inherit his passion for gardening. Loosely based on the New York City childhood of late author Ford, this visually lush story paints a memorable, sensory-rich portrait of family bonding through gardening. Michelle H. Martin May/June 2022 p.120
978-0-316-57572-0 Undead Fox of Deadwood Forest Hartman, Aubrey MS Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 05/29/25, Clare, the undead fox of Deadwood Forest, is cast as a monster by the local children who gather each Halloween around the forestâ€™s edge to chant about how he â€œwaits to feast/ On little bones.â€� But Clare isnâ€™t a monster: heâ€™s an Usher, one who helps wandering souls find their way to their respective afterlife, be it Peace, Pleasure, Progress, or Pain. Having died as a kit, Clare has no memories of his mortal life; all he knows is that if he dies again, his soul will go to Pain. When he learns of a prophecy about his impending disappearance, and Gingersnipes, a badger soul who doesnâ€™t seem to belong to any afterlife, arrives on his doorstep, Clare realizes heâ€™s being replaced as Usher, forcing him to confront his loneliness and fear of death, and making him reckless in his grief. In folktale cadences, Hartman (The Lion of Lark-Hayes Manor) speaks directly to the reader, deftly weaving a riveting and morally complex tale populated by flawed, fully realized characters navigating realistic emotions. Prospective life-after-death scenarios are presented in an age-appropriate manner without judgment, encouraging self-reflection and bravery in the face of the unknown. Whimsical chapter illustrations spotlight important aspects of this atmospheric and deeply emotional story about loss and the things one discovers upon learning to be vulnerable. Ages 8â€“up. Agent: Molly Oâ€™Neill, Root Literary. (Feb.)Kirkus Reviews, 06/17/25, Change is coming to Deadwood Forest, and Clare is afraid for his livelihoodLonely Clare, a silver-tailed fox, was run over as a kit six years ago, but he didn't go on to the Afterlife. Instead, he resides in Deadwood Forest, the splendidly realized world where he serves as Usher to the four realms: Peace, Pleasure, Progress, and Pain. He believes himself to be hideous, with his patchy fur and empty eye socket, reminders of the accident that brought him here, so he wears a cloak and a monocle. Clare gives the woodland creatures who knock on his cottage door tea and his attention as he tells them about their altered circumstances-they are dead-and explains that "each soul is drawn to the world where they will be most comfortable." Clare fears the realm of Pain for himself: He knows that only the worst of creatures go through that portal, yet he believes that Brickbane, his predecessor and mentor, foretold such a fate for himself. When a lively badger spirit arrives, full of questions, but Clare is strangely unable to guide her to the correct realm, he's dismayed to realize that his work as an Usher may be over. Hartman gracefully balances poignant and comic moments, wry observations, and moments of kindness. The narrator opens by directly addressing readers and provides a lovely and consoling revelation in the epilogue. Final art not seen.Heartbreaking, marvelously funny, and generously redemptive.(Fantasy. 8-13)
978-1-546-10453-7 Under Attack Skrypuch, Marsha Forchuk MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 12/06/24, War through the eyes of a 12-year-old Ukrainian girlEarly one morning in February 2022, Russia begins bombing Mariupol, Ukraine, separating Dariia and her mother, who are away from their apartment, where Dariia's father and twin sister Rada are. They find an overcrowded basement without adequate food, water, or sanitation and hunker down with others who are in need of shelter. As the city continues to be bombed week after week, survival becomes a daily struggle, but Dariia finds comfort in the company of other children, including classmate Natalia, who's a close friend of Rada's, and two boys named Rustem and Asan. When a direct hit kills most of the people in the basement, Dariia, her mother, and Rustem are among those who manage to escape-only to be captured at gunpoint by Russian soldiers. The children are separated and transported to a Russian camp to be cleaned up and adopted out to Russian families. Skrypuch presents the Russian propaganda that they are ""rescuing"" the kidnapped children from the ""Nazi regime of Zelensky"" in all its absurdity. Writing in searing detail from Dariia's point of view, the author is explicit in her portrayal of the horrors of war, depicting scenes of violence, murder, racism, and destruction. This story of innocent civilians-especially children-finding the resilience to survive in a war that, at the time of this review, is still ongoing will be eye-opening for readers.Gut-punching: This is essential reading. (author's note, additional context)(Fiction. 10-14)ALA Booklist, 01/14/25, When a bomb slams into their apartment building in Mariupol on the first day of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 12-year-old Dariia and her mom are separated from her dad and her twin sister, Rada. Surrounded by death and destruction, Dariia and Mom shelter in a dank basement under constant bombardment for six weeks. An escape attempt leads to being captured and interrogated, and Dariia is designated an official orphan, since her mother is deemed an unfit parent. Dariia is shipped off to an orphanage deep within Russia, a quasi concentration camp where she's fed and sheltered but also subjected to endless pro-Russian propaganda. Dariia is eventually adopted by a woman who's only interested in Dariia's government monthly stipend. The woman's son, Anton, turns out to be an unexpected ally, and Dariia eventually reunites with her mom and sister in a refugee camp in the Carpathian Mountains, though her dad remains a prisoner of war. This action-packed novel is a realistic, timely, and grim political indictment of the Russian persecution of the Ukrainian people.
978-1-665-95627-7 Unforgettable Leta "Lightning" Laurel Toalson, R. L. MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 04/01/25, Gr 5 Up Junior high wasn't supposed to be this hard. But it seems like there are so many unspoken rules for girls that I never knew about before." Life is hard for Leta Laurel. Her dad left the family, her mom is trying to keep them afloat, and Leta must keep an eye on her little sister. Not to mention her struggle with navigating middle school, the horrible "lists" that she is on, and her desperate need for new track shoes. But when she is racing, she is Leta "Lightning" Laurel, fastest 400-dash runner in the school. When a girl shows up who could possibly take that title away from her, she wonders whether she should become "lighter" by not eating or push through an injury. And will winning bring her dad back? In the underwritten genre that is girl sports, Toalson has crafted a novel that can be handed to anyone. Leta is a character that every reader will connect with and root for. Add in an embarrassing grandpa, a pain-in-the-neck little sister, and a supportive cast of friends, coaches, and teachers, and it's a story that will reach every reader. VERDICT A resonant tale of a tween struggling to adapt to change; a must-buy for all middle grade collections. Heather LassleyALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Thirteen-year-old Leta Laurel has earned the nickname Lightning for her speed during the 400-meter race. Living in an impoverished town with her dad out of the picture, her mom working multiple jobs, and her younger sister's care falling to her, Leta finds that running is the only thing she can control. Inspired by the local newspaper, Leta is determined to win acclaim at the district competition so that her mom can send a photo of her success to her dad. But then a new girl, Natalie Dash, moves into town, and she's exactly as her name claims: fast. This new rival causes Leta to mount pressure on herself, risking a serious injury to her foot and putting her beliefs in sportsmanship and feminism to the test. The author's note delves into the landmark Title IX legislation alongside frank discussion about disordered eating and menstruation. Toalson is unapologetic in her portrayal of the hard realities which surround Leta's life, making her resilience shine even brighter. Bookish and sporty readers will find commonality in this impactful story

9781484785089 United We Spy Carter, Ally MS
School Library Journal, 02/28/2014
Gr 6 Up—High school senior Cammie Morgan has survived incredible adventures alongside her best friends Bex and Liz at Gallagher Academy, a top-secret boarding school for girl spies. The signature lighthearted and fast-paced narration features a large cast of characters, but very little exposition. Readers are advised to start with I'd Tell You I Love You, But Then I'd Have to Kill You (Hyperion, 2006). In this final series installment, Cammie is bent on uncovering a cabal of villains known as the Circle of Cavan. Using stolen plans from super-genius Liz, the Circle of Cavan is hoping to start World War III and it's up to the jet-setting Gallagher Girls to stop it. Cammie engages in a daring global game of cat and mouse, traveling to Rome, Marseille, and a hidden government compound in the Arctic, juggling conflicts with her mother and boyfriend Zach along the way. Fans will enjoy the touching graduation scene, which brings the series to a satisfying close.—Madigan McGillicuddy, Atlanta-Fulton Public Library, Atlanta, GA Copyright 2014 Reed Business Information.

Horn Book Guide, 03/31/2014
Cammie and her fellow spies are ready for a final showdown with the nefarious Circle of Cavan. When they uncover the Circle's plan to start World War III, they take matters into their own hands, trying to stop the wheels already set in motion. Assassinations, manhunts, and prison breaks keep the pace moving quickly in this exciting Gallagher Girls finale.

978-1-536-23904-1 Unlikely Heroes Club Foster, Kate MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 02/01/25, Gr 4-7 Spring break has arrived, and Oli and his family are participating in a special camp to help youth with autism be better able to identify with and respond to emotions in themselves and others. On the first day of HERO Club, Oli notices a stray dog near the meeting venue, and the safety of the dog becomes a primary focus in Oli's head. When it seems the adults are not as concerned for the dog as Oli would hope, Oli turns to his new friends for help. Together, Oli and his companions combine their unique talents and become a remarkable team of unlikely heroes. This middle grade novel is told from Oli's perspective in the first person, which immerses readers in his experiences both inside and outside his head. Oli's thoughts are clear and complete, emphasizing the sounds and sensations that are so profound in his daily experience. Built on the foundation of an empowering story for young people, this novel offers readers the ability to step into Oli's world and see through his eyes, whether they are autistic or not. Occasional British phrasing may be unfamiliar to some, but this does not adversely impact the storytelling. Brief chapters and a compelling delivery make this book well suited to its intended age group. VERDICT This well-designed, empowering tale invites middle grade readers into the perspective of one autistic youth and will appeal to individuals, classrooms, and book clubs alike.Mary R. LanniHorn Book, 04/01/25, All eleven-year-old Oli, who is autistic, likes to do is design buildings on his Design-a-House app. He's called a "wimp" and "boring" at school, but otherwise kids mainly leave him alone. His parents sign him up for HERO Club over spring break to help him learn how to socialize and make friends. Oli sees this as a "terrible fate," but he does make friends, start to learn how to handle his emotions, and even orchestrate a rescue mission of a dog who is trapped in a nearby building. Foster creates a first-person point of view that effectively lets readers observe the world the way a young autistic boy might. (Foster herself is autistic, as she indicates in the acknowledgments.) And what they see in Oli is a loving child who is ultimately open to friendships and who discovers that he loves dogs. Like lots of boy-and-dog stories, this one may move readers to tears, not because it ends like Old Yeller or Where the Red Fern Grows but because Oli is such a well-drawn, likable character whom readers will come to care about and cheer on
9780063314450 Unsinkable Cayenne Vitalis, Jessica MS School Library Journal starred (October 1, 2024) Gr 4-8-An intensely readable novel in free verse, Vitalis's latest introduces Cayenne, 12, in her 1985 world of trying to fit in after a life lived on the road. Cayenne and her family have been traveling the country in their van, and she aches for a normal life where she doesn't have to compete with her six-month-old twin siblings for her mother's attention, or with depression and marijuana for her father's. When they settle into an old house in Montana for a fresh start, Cayenne finally gets to attend a mainstream middle school. However, fitting in is not easy, and the town's class and wealth disparities are very apparent. The story of the Titanic is woven throughout after Cayenne's teacher excitedly informs the class that the wreckage of the ship has been found, and the students are tasked with learning about the passengers aboard that fateful voyage. Vitalis expertly ties Cayenne's ponderings on class and wealth with the differences in survival rates of the passengers on the ship. The friendship and burgeoning romantic storylines are woven around Cayenne's complicated feelings regarding her unique family and their financial struggles, and readers will be exposed to thoughtful meditations on whether standing out or fitting in is the best option for middle schoolers. VERDICT An excellent and accessible read for fans of Sallie J. Pla's The Fire, the Water, and Maudie McGinn and Dan Gemeinhart 's The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise. Recommended for all middle grade collections.-Kate Olson © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (October 15, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 4)) Grades 4-7. It’s 1985, and seventh-grader Cayenne has lived a nomadic homeschooled life. When her family settles down, she's excited for the opportunity to live a "normal" life for the first time. School and friends prove to be a constant reminder that her financial situation is different than that of her classmates. Though they’re no longer living in a van, her parents still maintain their “hippie” ways, which embarrass Cayenne. She focuses on fitting in, but being "normal" might not be all its cracked up to be. The haves-versus-have-nots situation intensifies when layoffs hit the local sawmill, affecting many local families—and the friendships between their kids. A Titanic-themed social studies project mirrors the classism Cayenne experiences, influencing her perception of her world. This historical novel in verse tackles tough topics without veering into preachy or teachy messaging. The verse makes the story accessible while creating space for emotional resonance. Realistic, flawed characters populate this world. Relatable and highly readable with themes of belonging, family, and social class.

9780593712566 Vanished: Seven Women Magicians who simply disappeared Hays, Anna MS
School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 4–7—This collected biography highlights the lives of seven little-known women who practiced magic, then disappeared from history. The title may lead some kids to believe the women literally vanished, but the stories are still engaging and will delight young readers. The women profiled include a medium, an escape artist, and a woman with superhuman strength. All the subjects profiled were born in either the United States or Europe. Within the biographical description for each figure, there is a dedicated section highlighting specific tricks she performed. Though detailed descriptions of the setup and procedure are provided for each act, the magicians' secrecy is preserved (a magician never reveals her tricks, after all). Photos of the performers, playbills, and newspaper clippings are peppered throughout each chapter with a larger collection of these items at the end of each chapter. The descriptions of the women are detailed but never bog down readers with shorter attention spans. The content and amount of information is age appropriate. This book will delight young magicians or any readers interested in mysterious history. VERDICT This engaging collected biography would be a wonderful addition to any library. The eye-catching cover and title may encourage reluctant readers of nonfiction to explore these mystifying women of magical history.—Jessica Trafton Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 07/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "*Starred Review* Behold! Mystery, wonder, and magic await in this biography of seven women who took life and the stage on their own terms—and dazzled the world in the process. The mid-nineteenth century ushered in the Golden Age of Magic, during which men like Harry Houdini plied their craft. Hays steps in here to reinsert some of the women whom historians, with sexist sleight of hand, erased from the magical record, despite being as talented as their male counterparts. Hays’ extensive research into the lives of Anna Eva Fay, Adelaide Herrman, Dixie Haygood, Mary Ann Ford, Beatrice Houdini, Margaretha Gertz, and Ellen Emma Armstrong reveals the extraordinary accomplishments of these “fearless women who took on the impossible in a world unprepared for their fiery personalities, wit, and drive.” Hays sets the stage for each with important historical context, including expectations of women at the time, influential fads (e.g., Spiritualism), and racism—Ellen Emma Armstrong is the only woman of color featured, and Hay speaks candidly about Jim Crow laws and the general lack of documentation for non-white performers. The compelling writing gets an added lift from McDevitt’s color illustrations, which conjure the vintage aesthetic of old sideshow banners and dramatically depict each magician’s signature tricks. Reproductions of period photos, ads, press clippings, and posters further enrich the entries. Altogether, this artful little package will astonish its audience and likely vanish from the shelves (in a good way)."

9781250899835 Vanya and the Wild Hunt Mandanna, Sangu MS
Kirkus Review, 01/14/2025
Magic abounds in this coming-of-age story about finding strength in the face of formidable odds. Eleven-year-old Vanya Vallen struggles to belong in the small English city where her parents, both of Indian descent, run a bookstore. Her brown skin makes her a target at school, her ADHD gets her into trouble, and she seems to be the only one who can hear the rare books in the store talking. When she finds her mother battling a terrifying monster, she discovers a web of secrets shrouding her parents’ lives. Before long, Vanya’s parents send her away to Auramere, a school of magic hidden in the Nilgiri Mountains of South India, where they were once students themselves. Under the guardianship of Irish Jasper and his husband, Roman, old friends of her parents’, Vanya makes new friends, discovers her strengths, and comes to terms with her neurodiversity, all the while trying to unearth the mysteries surrounding her mother’s past. But when the Wild Hunt, a dark, sentient force, threatens Auramere, Vanya steps up to take on a burden she’s unready for—and that could well destroy her. The vivid worldbuilding weaves characters from world mythology into a narrative that crackles with action. While taking little from the lore or culture of the region of India the school is set in, the book does feature nuanced characterization and positive portrayals of the diverse cast. Final art not seen. An engaging, well-developed introduction to a magical world. (Fantasy. 8-12)

School Library Journal Starred, 12/31/2024
Gr 3–7—Vanya Vallen, an 11-year-old with ADHD, feels out of place in her mostly white English town and finds solace in books—especially those that talk to her! Vanya is stunned to learn that the mythical creatures she's read about are real when a monster from dark folklore invades her home. As questions about her mother's mysterious past arise, Vanya travels to Auramere, an enchanted library and school, to learn how to protect her family. Among archwitches and archivists, Vanya finally finds a sense of belonging with her new caretakers, Jasper and his husband Roman. But safety is fleeting, and as the ominous Wild Hunt looms, Vanya must find the courage to protect her newfound community. In a market brimming with Western European folklore and Greco-Roman mythology, Mandanna's narrative shines, balancing traditional tropes (mermaids and bogeymen) with culturally specific elements like Suvannamaccha, Dullahan, and Goggayya. Fast-paced and engaging, the story carries themes of belonging and self-acceptance, making Vanya's journey resonate with neurodivergent and neurotypical readers alike. Vanya's close-knit family all share dark brown eyes and hair; Vanya and her mother, who grew up near India's Western Ghats, have light brownish-gold skin, while her father from South London has deep golden-brown skin. Supporting characters include friends Ben, a green-eyed, blond boy who identifies as autistic, and bubbly, baking-obsessed Poppy, who is Black. VERDICT A compelling blend of folklore and adventure that will appeal to fans of B. B. Alston's Amari and the Night Brothers and Jessica Townsend's Nevermoor, this is a beautiful, inclusive work that's also a terrific story; highly recommended for middle grade collections.—Rose Garrett Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-0-06-331129-9 Very Bad at Math Larson, Hope MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 01/01/25, Gr 4-8 Life seems perfect for friendly, ambitious, and effortlessly cool eighth grader Verity "Very" Nelson: she's student body president, with her best friend Bree at her side as vice president, and she's acing every classâ€”except for math. In fact, she's failing miserably, and if she doesn't turn things around, she risks losing her spot on student council. Her troubles multiply when she's placed in a small, experimental math pod with Lucille, Bree's ex-best friend who is the only one immune to Very's charm. Determined to handle everything alone, Very keeps her struggles a secret, ashamed to admit she's failing at something for the first time. The characters in this graphic novel are wonderfully engagingâ€”relatable and consistently likable. Larson approaches Very's dyscalculia diagnosis with care, avoiding over-dramatization as Very accepts her diagnosis with resilience and embraces strategies that help her better understand how her brain works. The illustrations are vibrant and dynamic, capturing the positive mood of the story. Very has pale skin and red hair while Bree and Lucille have brown and light brown skin tones, respectively, bringing welcome inclusivity to the novel. Very's journey is not just about academic success but also about learning to rely on others and genuinely listening instead of feeling the constant need to have all the answers. VERDICT With captivating characters and a thoughtful exploration of dyscalculia, this book is a wonderful addition to any library and perfect for fans of Shannon Hale's and LeUyen Pham's Real Friends and Raina Telgemeier's Smile .â€” Amy RibakoveHorn Book, 04/01/25, Verity "Very" Nelson is very good at many things: she has just won her third term as student council president and is called "the gold standard of middle school politics." She is also first chair clarinet, has the highest grades in English and social studies, is undefeated in the debate club, and can do the most pushups in gym class. But math? That's not going so well. And if she doesn't pass it, the principal will force her to resign from student council. After intensive tutorials and studying, her grade is still low. When she transposes numbers on a custom T-shirt order for a fundraiser and it results in hundreds of unreturnable shirts for dogs ("Shirtgate"), her teacher realizes this wasn't just a clerical error: Verity has dyscalculia, a math learning disability. This engaging graphic novel sheds light on middle-school dynamics, bullying, and the lesser-known learning disability of dyscalculia in a way that's respectful and sensitive (though there is a brief, incorrect reference to ADHD as a learning disability). Panels take a variety of shapes and sizes that jigsaw together in visually appealing ways. Readers will be rooting for Very, who shows us that while people who have learning disabilities may be challenged by them, they may also be gifted in other ways.

9780593857892 VERY DANGEROUS THINGS MUNOZ, LAUREN MS Grades 7-12 - "Muñoz’s latest sharp, gripping YA mystery is perfect for fans of Agatha Christie–style whodunits looking for a modern take. Dulce Castillo is a top student at a high school specializing in criminology—her true passion—and has spent years solving staged crimes. When the school’s annual murder-mystery game ends with an actual poisoning death, the stakes skyrocket for her entire community. All evidence points to Dulce’s ex–best friend, Sierra, and despite their troubled past, Dulce is determined to find the truth, especially when she begins to question not only the murder but the long-standing lies surrounding her mother’s death, which inspired her love for criminology in the first place. Intelligent, keen-eyed Dulce is a captivating lead to follow; Muñoz makes all the characters in her novel feel well rounded and essential. Tension and unpredictability give the mystery weight and urgency, and the smart, suspenseful, emotionally layered plot is filled with surprises. Teens will devour this blend of engaging storytelling, dynamic characters, and surprising secrets."
Kirkus Review, 05/31/2025
Teenage criminology students find themselves investigating what should have been a fake murder mystery. Every year, the criminology program at J. Everett High hosts its Grand Game, which tests students’ crime-solving abilities. This year’s winning team will be awarded $30,000, an enticing amount for best friends Mexican American Dulce Castillo and Japanese American Emi Nakamura, who plan to visit Golden Age mystery novelist Dorothy L. Sayers’ home in England after they graduate. Puerto Rican classmate Xavier Torres is assigned to play this year’s murder victim, so the student body isn’t shocked when his white ex-girlfriend, Sierra Fox, rushes into the cafeteria to announce that Xavier is dead. But the game becomes a tragic reality when everyone realizes that Xavier really is dead—and Sierra appears to be his killer. Sierra believes insightful and introspective Dulce is the only person who can solve Xavier’s murder and clear her name, but the girls have been estranged ever since a traumatic dispute over the circumstances surrounding Dulce’s mother’s death. At first, Dulce refuses to help, but when another classmate turns up dead, Dulce sets aside her resentment toward Sierra to find Xavier’s real murderer before anyone else gets hurt. A smattering of nuanced suspects and interstitial flashback chapters offer readers ample opportunities to form their own theories. But the complicated interpersonal relationships between seemingly unrelated characters reveal the most compelling secrets. A satisfyingly chilling mystery with a relatable amateur sleuth. (Mystery. 13-18)

9780063326217 Wander Lost Martin, Laura MS
School Library Journal, 04/30/2024
Gr 3–7—Twin brothers Nash and Rhett have always been forbidden by their mom to play board games. They never knew why—until the day their grandfather, Ace, picks them up from school after receiving a frantic voicemail from the twins' mom. They learn that their family are bounders—people who can go in and out of board games. Now their mother is trapped in a game, and it's up to the twins to bring her home. The pacing at the novel's beginning is bogged down by all the exposition readers need to understand how the world works. For those who make it through the setup, the second half is a nonstop adventure through many worlds. It's fun to explore the variety of original board games. Though readers may get confused keeping up with the different roles (bounder, Wanderer, and Wander Lost), the heart of the story lies in the twins' relationship. The siblings share a deep bond, and Rhett has a satisfying individual character arc as well. Snow White brings something comfortable and familiar to a setting where all the worlds are unfamiliar; she also provides some comic relief and a surprisingly essential assist to the twins. The story has a good resolution and a satisfying, though slightly abrupt, ending. The book itself reads like a board game: it may take some time to understand the rules, but once you get into it, it's a lot of fun. VERDICT Hand this fun-filled adventure to patient readers who love puzzles and board games.—Florence Simmons Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 04/14/2024
Fun and games can be life or death. Life has been anything but usual for 12-year-old twins Rhett and Nash Benson. Their mother, Natalie, moves them around constantly, has unusually draconian rules (like banning board games), and keeps them estranged from their grandfather. The twins’ lives become an unbelievable adventure when Natalie suddenly ends up in danger. Newly reunited with their grandpa, who goes by Ace, the brothers learn that they’ve inherited an ability to jump in and out of board games. Whenever they enter a game, however, a character changes places with them and enters our world—and now the ruthlessly evil Ogden, from the game The Pirate’s Wrath, is here and determined to make trouble. Martin’s rollicking novel is deftly paced and thoroughly entertaining. An easy crowd pleaser that reads like a clever mix of Jumanji meets Wreck-It-Ralph with a dash of the Mr. Lemoncello’s Library series, this imaginative stand-alone title has something for everyone, from animal lovers (thanks to the lovable giant dog and wily guinea pig) to action aficionados, fairy-tale fanatics, and video game devotees. Martin’s worldbuilding is carefully and intricately plotted, creating an immersive experience, much like gaming. A not-to-be-missed author’s note explains her approach to board and video games—and may just inspire brave readers to pick up a board game for themselves. Rhett and Nash read white. Readers will never look at family game night the same way again. (Adventure. 8-12)

9781338736106 War games Gratz, Alan ES/MS Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2025) In his latest, prolific author Gratz takes on Hitler’s Olympic Games. When 13-year-old American gymnast Evie Harris arrives in Berlin to compete in the 1936 Olympic Games, she has one goal: stardom. If she can bring home a gold medal like her friend, the famous equestrian-turned-Hollywood-star Mary Brooks, she might be able to lift her family out of their Dust Bowl poverty. But someone slips a strange note under Evie’s door, and soon she’s dodging Heinz Fischer, the Hitler Youth member assigned to host her, and meeting strangers who want to make use of her gymnastic skills—to rob a bank. As the games progress, Evie begins to see the moral issues behind their sparkling facade—the antisemitism and racism inherent in Nazi ideology and the way Hitler is using the competition to support and promote these beliefs. And she also agrees to rob the bank. Gratz goes big on the Mission Impossible–style heist, which takes center stage over the actual competitions, other than Jesse Owens’ famous long jump. A lengthy and detailed author’s note provides valuable historical context, including places where Gratz adapted the facts for storytelling purposes (although there’s no mention of the fact that before 1952, Olympic equestrian sports were limited to male military officers). With an emphasis on the plot, many of the characters feel defined primarily by how they’re suffering under the Nazis, such as the fictional diver Ursula Diop, who was involuntarily sterilized for being biracial. Fast-paced and plot-driven. (Historical fiction. 9-12)Publishers Weekly starred (July 21, 2025) In a smartly plotted page-turner by Gratz (Resist: A Story of D-Day), young athletes competing in the 1936 Berlin Olympics literally go for the gold upon becoming embroiled in a plot to rob the German national bank. Oklahoma gymnast Evie dreams of winning Olympic gold and pulling her family out of financial precarity. When she falls short of passing a qualifying round, she’s approached by unscrupulous, apparently British journalist Solomon, who proposes that Evie-alongside German weightlifter Karl and French diver Ursula-help him steal Nazi gold. Though their athletic capabilities seemingly guarantee they can overcome the Reichsbank’s security measures, the trio must first locate a secret tunnel beneath the Olympic stadium to facilitate the break-in, a task made harder by the watchful presence of Evie’s designated Youth Services Host Heinz, whom she believes is a Hitler Youth spy. Well-researched historical facts add tooth to this cinematic novel’s shocking twists and turns. Layered depictions of Nazi discrimination against Jewish, Black, and queer individuals-and how it impacts the story lines of Karl, who is gay, and biracial Ursula, who is Black and white-are a standout feature of this riveting adventure. An author’s note contextualizes included figures and events. Ages 9-12. (Oct.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
978-0-593-35471-1 Warrior Girl Tafolla, Carmen MS ALA Booklist, 11/06/23, From a young age, people have tried to suppress Celina's expression of her Mexican heritage, but her grandmother is one of the few who have taught her to be proud of who she is. It has not been easy dealing with the constant moving as her father tries to find work, and more recently, his deportation has left Celina feeling lost. Celina and her mother decide to stay with her grandmother as they work through their situation. At school, she starts to experience some blossoming friendships. Only, just as Celina begins to find her voice through her writing, the pandemic pauses her progress. However, with the help of her friends, Celina gains the courage to be the warrior she was meant to be by making a difference with her writing. Readers who enjoy novels in verse will be moved by Tafolla's touching story. This is an emotional novel about the journey of finding where you belong, making your voice heard, and the friendships you can forge along the way.Kirkus Reviews,  A 12-year-old girl claims her place in a turbulent world.After years of being silenced at school, Mexican American Celina is ready for a clean start. It's not easy starting middle school in a new town, and now her dad has been deported yet again. While she, her mother, and Gramma trust her papacito will find a way to return, as he has before, his absence is always painful. Still, Celi makes one friend, then two more, and the four middle schoolers quickly find refuge and strength in each other. The friendships become lifelines over the course of the year as they face ordinary middle school challenges-homework, mean kids-and broader social turmoil with the emerging Covid-19 pandemic, the killings of Ahmaud Arbery and George Floyd, increasing awareness of global warming, and more. Tafolla skillfully weaves these significant recent historic moments and the hopeful stories of leaders like Emma Tenayuca and CÃ©sar ChÃ¡vez together with the more specific experiences of the four friends as Celina is racially profiled by a teacher and a Covid death hits close to home. The friends, who are Chicano, are distinct enough, but a few are more thinly drawn; protagonist Celi, an emerging poet, is consistently and vividly rendered, though, and her righteous, powerful, and joyful voice carries the day.An exuberant, rousing celebration of youth activism. (author's note, land acknowledgement) (Verse fiction. 8-12)
978-1-339-01220-9 We Do Not Welcome Our Ten-Year-Old Overlord Nix, Garth MS School Library Journal Starred Review, 12/01/24, Gr 3-6 Middle grade science fiction at its best set in an alternative Canberra, Australia, of 1975. Nix has created a set of characters who must band together to defeat an enemy whose true identity will shock readers at the novel's conclusion. Twelve-year-old Kim and his best friend Bennie meet up every evening to ride down to the lake. Their 10-year-old sisters, Eila and Maddie, usually tag along. When they all think they have discovered a head floating in the lake, Eila takes charge and wades in. Touching the "head" unleashes chaos that nearly destroys their community. A series of mysterious, sometimes disturbing events drives Kim to the conclusion that the glowing ball (Eila calls it Aster) is not a benevolent entity. Animals end up dead, human beings with chronic conditions no longer have those ailments, and Aster becomes more and more intertwined with Eila's life. When the orb grants Eila mind-control powers, Kim is convinced that Aster is not to be trusted. Eventually Kim's D&;D friends join in his quest to defeat this malevolent force, leading to a fast-paced finish. VERDICT An excellent science fiction story with just enough creep factor and excellent pacing to keep readers tearing through the pages to the gripping climax. Nix uses his superb writing powers to control and thrill readers throughout this fantastic novel. John ScottALA Booklist, 12/06/24, It all starts in 1975 Australia: the sun inexplicably vanishes for a split second, and 12-year-old Kim Bassalt's know-it-all little sister, Eila, befriends an alien globe that goes by the name Aster. As weeks progress, Kim notices Eila sneaking out with Aster, causing harm to living entities (red ants and kangaroos). Kim's suspicions of Aster possibly controlling humans are confirmed when his elderly neighbor Mrs. Benison becomes mind-corrupted. Unable to stand by any longer, Kim and his three Dungeons & Dragons friends must create a plan of attack to battle Aster and save Eila before all free will is lost. From the author of the acclaimed Sabriel series, Nix's newest coming-of-age story is filled with his flair for sf and fantasy. In a welcome addition, Nix kindly includes a disclaimer in which he pays respect to the Ngunnawal people who inhabited the land in which the story takes place. Young fans of TTRPGs will enjoy this story, along with images of Nix's own D&D campaigns from his formative years. An epic adventure filled with autonomy awaits.
978-0-593-85967-4 Weird Sad and Silent McGhee, Alison MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, It's been years since 10-year-old Daisy and her mother escaped her mother's abusive ex-boyfriend, but the young girl still lives in fearDaisy's a force, albeit one who's suffered unspeakable things in her past. She's thoughtful and insightful, though the school bullies don't see her that way, dubbing her "Weird Sad and Silent" because of the way she freezes when she's upset and counts to calm herself, tapping each number on her finger-a practice that began when she would hide from her mother's partner. Years later, Daisy still keeps to herself. But when new student Austin arrives, she starts to emerge from her shell. Austin's quiet like her, but he has an inner confidence and poise that she admires. As they grow closer, Daisy begins to summon a strength she never knew she had. McGhee adeptly balances a candid yet sensitive portrayal of domestic violence and its lasting impacts with a nuanced exploration of self-discovery and the power of friendship. In Daisy, she's crafted a protagonist with a rich inner life. Daisy uses language and numbers in uniquely brilliant ways, whether counting in Roman numerals, writing haiku, or inventing phrases: "Invisibilizing" herself is how she describes flying under the radar, while "futurizing" is her term for visualizing what's to come. Physical descriptors are minimal; Daisy's mother's family comes from Mexico.A beautiful story of unvarnished honesty and tender hope-this courageous protagonist will capture every heart. (list of Roman numerals)(Fiction. 10-13)ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, Daisy Jackson "invisiblizes" herself to stay safe from bullies, a skill she developed when she and her mom lived in a dangerous situation. At the same time, she "futurizes" her relationship with a stray cat by naming him Rumble Paws, giving him a backstory as rough as her own and offering him cans of tuna. New student Austin notices her even when she's invisibilizing, and they become friends. This friendship invites change, such as Daisy acknowledging her strength from the past and allowing it to carry into her future. While domestic violence and bullying are present, they are countered with a combination of coping mechanisms and the power of community. Daisy uses counting as a coping skill, while Austin relies on art. Their community includes a trusted librarian, a beloved custodian, and a considerate neighbor group Daisy learns truly sees her, too. Well-developed characters in a believable world and short chapters make for accessible, enjoyable reading, balancing harder elements of the story with the beauty of community. A hopeful, heartening story.
978-1-623-54433-1 Werewolf Hamlet Madden-Lunsford, Kerry MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Starred Review Displaying rare knacks for both lively classroom banter and sensitive portrayals of complex dynamics within a close but stressed family, Madden-Lunsford hands 10-year-old Angus Gettlefinger the challenge of convincing his reluctant teacher to allow him to perform a version of Hamlet with a werewolf cast. Why? Because as a classic "play within a play," it would allow him to act out his own intense feelings while mirroring what he sees his increasingly secretive, angry, drug-and-alcohol abusing teenage brother, Liam, becoming. Meanwhile, money problems force the four Gettlefinger sibs and their frazzled, underemployed parents out of their house and into a one bedroom apartment. The pressure mounts to crisis level when Liam fails to come home after one of his nighttime excursions, but a cathartic whirl of rash acts, straight talk, and, yes, onstage howling does ultimately lead to cautiously optimistic outcomes for Angus and his family. The author closes with resources for teen alcoholics and their concerned family members, but not before delivering a story that is rich in wise insights, comical and emotionally wrenching moments in turn, imaginary dialogues with Lon Chaney and other silent film era stars, and colorful quotes from the Bard drawn in large part from the online Shakespearean Insulter. Who says Hamlet isn't appropriate fare for elementary-schoolers?Kirkus Reviews, Can a werewolf-filled fifth grade Shakespeare production restore a boy's relationship with his older brotherNothing seems to be going right for Angus Gettlefinger and his family these days. That's why he's determined to do a werewolf version ofHamlet for his class legacy project. With the help of friends and inspiration from bygone movie stars, Angus is sure that when 17-year-old Liam sees this play, his brother will realize that sneaking out to drink and do drugs makes him act like a werewolf. As Angus tries to hang on to his relationship with Liam and make his theatrical dreams come true, he also realizes that his parents' financial woes threaten their family home in a Los Angeles suburb. Inspired by the author's struggles with her son's addiction, this contemporary story relies heavily on Shakespearean references, as well as knowledge of early- to mid-20th-century pop culture. Along with Angus' first-person narration, scripts in which Angus converses with his idols, including Lon Chaney and Charlie Chaplin, provide insight into his thoughts and feelings. Middle-grade readers may have difficulty connecting with this content, however. The heart and humor of Angus' story feels genuine, even when the plot and character development come across as stilted and one-dimensional. Main characters present white.Discusses an important subject with heart and humor but struggles with uneven presentation. (biographies, citations, author's note, resources)(Fiction. 10-12)
978-1-665-95081-7 Westfallen Brashares, Ann, Ann and Brashares, Ben MS Kirkus Reviews,  Six New Jersey 12-year-olds separated by decades race to ensure the "good guys" win World War II in this middle-grade work by the author ofThe Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants and her brother, a children's author and journalistIt all starts with a ham radio that Alice, Lawrence, and Artie fool around with in 1944 and Henry, Frances, and Lukas find in 2023. It's late April, and the 1944 kids worry about loved ones in combat, while the 2023 kids study the war in school. When, impossibly, the radio allows the kids to communicate across time, it doesn't take long before they share information that changes history. Can the two sets of kids work across a 79-year divide to prevent the U.S.A. from becoming the Nazi-controlled dystopia of Westfallen? This propulsive thriller includes well-paced cuts between times that keep the pages turning. Like most people in their small New Jersey town, Alice, Artie, and Frances are white. In 1944, Lawrence, who's Black, endures bigotry; in the U.S.A. of 2023, Henry's biracial (white and Black) identity and Lukas' Jewish one are unremarkable, but in Westfallen, Henry's a "mischling" doing "work-learning," and Lukas is a menial laborer. Alice's and Henry's dual first-person narration zooms in on the adventure, but readers who pull back may find themselves deeply uneasy with the summary consideration paid to the real-life fates of European Jews and disabled people. The cliffhanger ending will have them hoping for more thoughtful treatment in sequels to come.Compulsively readable; morally uncomfortable.(Science fiction/thriller. 10-13)Horn Book, 08/01/24, When contemporary twelve-year-olds Henry, Frances, and Lukas dig up an old radio in one of their backyards, they find themselves speaking with children of the same age, and at the same location, in 1944. Alice, Lawrence, and Artie do not know the outcome of World War II, and they certainly do not understand the consequences of interfering with a timeline. Soon enough, small, seemingly heroic actions, such as stopping a fire at a beloved candy shop, start to mess with history in very serious ways. The U.S., in 2023, changes overnight to a nightmarish new reality in which the Nazis won WWII and now control the country, renamed Westfallen. The kids from the present and the past must team up to undo the colossal damage that has been done, stopping a spy and thus righting their mistakes, before Westfallen becomes a permanent reality. But that escapade is only the beginning of an adventure that will challenge readers to consider the past, the future, and the nature of history itself. Fascinating time-travel theories collide with historical fiction to set the scene for a story that is suspenseful, complex, and at times humorous. Rapid shifts between past and present might be confusing at first, but as the plot picks up, the details coalesce to form one seamless narrative. The cliffhanger ending will leave readers eager for the next installment in a projected series.
978-0-593-52395-7 Whale Eyes: A Memoir About Seeing and Being Seen Robinson, James MS School Library Journal Xpress starred (March 28, 2025) Gr 5 Up-Robinson turns the lens on himself in this moving memoir of his life with a visual anomaly called strabismus. The book is an outgrowth of a short film that Robinson made after studying at Duke University's Center for Documentary Studies, which was picked up and presented by the Opinion desk of the New York Times in 2021. After years of living with the condition and trying to explain it or help others see past it, Robinson settles on the term "whale eyes" to describe the misalignment of his eyes: "We love looking at whales. And yet none of us have ever questioned the fact that we can look into only one of their eyes at a time." Robinson effectively uses second-person narration and carefully plotted and illustrated pages to take readers through the experience of trying to identify letters, track strings of them across the page, and decode their meaning. He puts readers in the position of sitting through dreaded silent-reading time in elementary school, getting the "wrong" answers every time on vision tests, and stepping up to the T-ball plate, only to strike out. He credits his mother's innovation and persistence in helping him succeed in school and also advances in technology (like digital audiobooks and screen highlighting tools) that make texts more accessible. The last third of the book is focused on Robinson's career using film to tell stories that will "get people to care" about issues or lives they may not know anything about, or even find off-putting at first glance. With Rea's affecting and mesmerizing line drawings, this is an important book for all readers. VERDICT Highly recommended for all middle and high school collections, as well as the parent/teacher shelves in public libraries.-Jennifer Costa © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11)) Grades 5-8. Written as a complement to Robinson’s New York Times Opinion video on his disability, this lively, interactive memoir also serves as a stand-alone narrative of the author’s personal journey with strabismus, a misalignment of the eyes commonly known as crossed eyes, and alternating exotropia, in which one eye turns outward. As Robinson explains his disability during childhood—including his myriad tests and therapies, unsuccessful surgeries, social mishaps, unconventional education, and being the subject of constant staring—he imaginatively helps readers understand his condition by incorporating intermittent activities, such as inverting the book and looking at red dots in relation to boxes, as well as changes in fonts and thought-provoking illustrations. The last third of the book transitions to a more traditional narrative as Robinson describes his entrée into filmmaking and recognizes his identity as a disabled individual. He credits the discovery of an archival film on whales that questionably contended that whales see out of one eye at a time. Undeniably, however, humans can only look into one whale eye at a time, inspiring Robinson to proudly claim the name “Whale Eyes” for his disability and identity and to use this concept as a way to educate others through his filmmaking. His heartfelt memoir is truly eye-opening and will encourage readers to seek out his other works.
9780374390457 What Fell From the Sky Cuevas, Adrianna MS School Library Journal starred (February 1, 2025) Gr 3-7-Set against the backdrop of Cold War-era paranoia, Cuevas's latest blends historical fiction with sci-fi intrigue in a story inspired by a real-life "drill" in Lampasas, TX, where a simulated Communist takeover terrified townsfolk. This novel explores identity, race, and belonging through the eyes of Pineda, a Cuban American boy navigating his heritage in a town where conformity is the norm. Pineda, who answers to "Pete" and avoids speaking Spanish, leads readers through a world of bomb drills, fear, and a tightly controlled sense of "American" identity. His life is upended when he encounters Luisa, a humanoid alien girl stranded on Earth. Alternating between Pineda's and Luisa's perspectives, the story highlights how soldiers and citizens alike grapple with fear and prejudice. Luisa's otherworldly perspective provides a fresh lens on issues like segregation and Pineda's internal conflict over his heritage, and challenges both the protagonist and readers to confront societal norms. As Pineda and his friends band together to hide Luisa and later rescue her from capture, they learn to embrace their identities and fight back against conformity. While the overuse of period slang like "holy baloney" can be distracting, the book's humor, action, and heartfelt themes make up for it. Adults like Shipley and Old Lady Kolachek provide wisdom and surprising support, showing that allies can come from unexpected places. VERDICT Historical realism blends with thrilling sci-fi to deliver a story that is as entertaining as it is thought-provoking. It's a timely and excellent choice for readers in a world that continues to struggle with both war and identity.-Lee De Groft © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11)) Grades 3-6. When soldiers land in Soledad, taking the town hostage in a military game, Pineda Suarez Matlage does everything he can to keep undercover; unfortunately, he didn’t account for the alien that landed in his family’s pecan orchard the very same day. When he finds the strange girl, Luisa, hiding in his barn, her bluish-gray skin and huge green eyes make him think only about how amazing it is to be able to talk to someone from another planet. When she tells him about being separated from her parents on the way down to Earth, Pineda becomes determined to help. But before he can wrangle his friends, soldiers swarm the town, interrogating everyone about seeing “something that seems like it’s not from this world.” In Cuevas’ third novel, themes of home and belonging shine through the characters’ honest observations of their world. With a setting rooted in history, the whimsy of the supernatural plot feels akin to the strange fantastic of Tim Burton films. Fans of surrealist stories like Holes will find this narrative similarly appealing.
978-0-593-65057-8 When Sally O'Malley Discovered the Sea Cushman, Karen MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/01/25, Starred Review Sally is an outcast, first from an orphanage and now from her job at Miz Broome's hotel. Striking out on her own sounds good to this independent 13-year-old. Poor and hungry, she's suspicious when an old lady called Major offers her a free ride in her wagon, pulled by a mule. The other travel companions include Major's trusty dog, Sarge, and a spoiled brat of a little boy named Lafayette. Major has been hired to deliver the child to his new home with a distant cousin he has never met. The journey takes place in Oregon during the summer of 1894. Sally and her fellow travelers share food, opinions, and challenges along the way, gradually earning one another's trust. Cushman, author of Catherine, Called Birdy Newbery Honor book and The Midwife's Apprentice Newbery Medal winner w offers a middle-grade page-turner that will work equally well for reading aloud or reading alone. As the story's narrator, Sally is straightforward, plain-spoken, and tough, but also quick witted and easily touched by kindness, having experienced it so seldom. Serious issues arise during the journey, but humor is woven into the story as well. A lively adventure tale for historical fiction fans.Horn Book, 04/01/25, Sally, aged thirteen, is a plucky heroine in the best tradition of the orphan narrative. It's 1894 in central Oregon, and Sally has had it with being demeaned, so she heads off on a journey west to discover the sea. Lacking family, friends, and resources, she is thrown onto her own resilience and bravery. Linking up with a kindly trader woman who is traveling with a cart and donkey, Sally takes on the task of helping to deliver a small boy, a sort of Little Lord Fauntleroy figure, to his family on the coast. A loyal dog completes the cast. Along the way, as she deals with dangers and challenges, Sally comes out of her protective shell and learns to trust other people and her own strengths. The narrative style is jaunty: page two gives us "goldurn it," and along the way we are treated to generous helpings of historical linguistic color ("varmints," "jumpin' jiminy," "flapdoodle"). Some of the landscape descriptions tend toward the travelogue, but the choreography of peril and refuge is well managed as readers find themselves cheering Sally on to her happy ending
978-0-06-299692-3 When Wishes Were Horses Voigt, Cynthia MS Horn Book, 08/01/24, Magic-wish stories, in folklore and fiction, are perfect vehicles for exploring unintended consequences. Voigt takes full advantage of this narrative device in a compilation of, essentially, four novellas featuring middle-grade children who are each given a pair of wishes. Bug wishes for a skateboard. Zoe wishes her parents would stop having "Ugly Fights." Casey wishes for a dog. Billy wishes for a unicorn. The upshot of these wishes includes alienation from friends, a parental separation, a threat to a tenuous living situation, and a sobering realization about the misuse of power in relationships. In each case, the first wish is the mess-up wish and the second is the tidy-up wish. In working out these dilemmas toward plausible happy endings, Voigt treads a skillful line between magic and concrete human realities, between getting what you want and discovering what you value -- all with convincing, flawed characters, child and adult, in a variety of family situations. The narrative voice, complete with direct address to the reader, is ever-present here, and the moral lessons learned -- honesty, compassion, generosity, humility, grit -- are made explicit in a way appropriate for fable, which is really the storytelling territory these tales inhabit.Kirkus Reviews,  Be careful what you wish for: In this fast-paced, lightly magical read, fifth graders Bug, Zoe, Casey, and Billy each receive two wishesIn four parallel short stories set in what appears to be the same neighborhood, each character receives two pieces of tissue paper, each representing a single wish. Bug asks for material items but later discovers greater joy in sharing and helping others. Zoe initially wants her parents to stop their "Ugly Fighting" and ultimately makes a wish that declares a positive hope for her family. Casey desires a dog and also wishes for her mom to open her heart. Billy impulsively asks for a unicorn-and then must figure out what to do with it. Each story explores the balance between selfishness and selflessness. A cautionary moral lesson lies at the heart of these narratives, with the characters' inner conflicts and social-emotional learning adding depth and captivating interest. As the stories progress, they become more philosophical and abstract, highlighting the transformative impact of connecting with other people and animals. The characters' lives encompass various family configurations and living situations, enhancing the book's appeal. Newbery-winning author Voigt skillfully weaves modern-day fairy tales that will resonate with readers, imparting timeless lessons about what truly matters in life. Kaulitzki's spot art adds a sweet and whimsical touch. The characters are minimally described and largely present white.This enchanting book will leave readers contemplating their own wishes and the deeper meaning behind them.(Fantasy. 7-11)
978-0-316-53908-1 Which Way Around the Galaxy Cowell, Cressida MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, The helter-skelter misadventures of the blended O'Hero-Smith family-on this and other planets-continueWhile the resident trio of grown-up witches sneak out of the House at the Crossing of the Ways on a supposedly secret mission, resentful young folk Izzabird, K2, Theo, and Mabel set out themselves on a large, stolen (though Izzabird prefers to think of it as "borrowed") interstellar hoverboard. They hope to prove themselves worthy of not being left out by traveling the Which Ways to an impossibly dangerous planet, leaving behind their sibling, Annipeck O'Hero-Smith, who even at "two and a bit" can animate and control anything made of plastic. (Actually, all of the children plainly have magical Gifts, though some have not yet manifested at this point in the series.) Fortunately, Gifted or not (yet), singly or in groups, the racially diverse clan goes on to prove redoubtable enough to take on even the immensely powerful and treacherous archvillain Vorcxix the Vile. Unfortunately, their hijinks attract the attention of the ruthless Universal Government, which puts all of Earth in danger. As the sort of romp in which nearly everyone has private business, personal frictions, and conflicting agendas, this sequel toWhich Way to Anywhere (2023) is action-packed. Cowell illustrates nearly every page with exuberantly inky images of grotesque aliens and monster robots, frantic kids, and explosive arrivals and departures. She also chucks in mind-bending notions for clever readers to wrestle with, such as ice that is simultaneously cold and hot.Clever, silly fun.(Fantasy. 8-12)Booklist August 2024 Vol. 120, No. 22 Grades 4-7. Everyone knows that magic shouldn’t exist on Earth, but the O’Hero-Smith family seems to be the exception to that rule. The newly blended household is teeming with the stuff, and K2 has a particular gift for drawing maps that allow the kids to travel to far-off worlds. Though the family is still recovering from previous galaxy-hopping adventures, a new one arrives in the form of a wayward critter from another planet. Despite firm warnings to keep the portals closed, the children decide that a quick visit to return their tiny charge won’t do any harm. They couldn’t be more wrong, and their decision sets off a chain reaction that puts all their lives—and the balance of the universe—in danger. The offbeat book is a boisterous delight, with outrageous descriptions, inventive characters, and joyfully scribbled illustrations combining into a humorous high-stakes drama. Uninitiated readers can jump right into the second installment, and established fans will find more to love. An unrestrained escapade of enormous fun
9781499475647 World War II battles Hama, Larry MS School Library Journal (April 1, 2024) Gr 5-8-Graphic novel enthusiasts and history buffs alike will enjoy this series that features social studies topics and historical figures. Dynamic full-color illustrations capture the urgency of civil rights protests, major battles, discoveries, and world myths. The abbreviated length of the stories makes them useful for in-class assignments, but readers will be pulled in and want to finish the entire book rather than just a single story. Action scenes from the attack on Pearl Harbor, Quetzalcoatl and the Aztec creation myth, the Battle of Antietam, and the March on Washington are supported by dialogue and narrative text boxes. The civil rights and war titles feature three stories, while the discovery and myth volumes have nine stories each. A glossary and suggested reading list accompany each book, but the main attraction will be the stories. VERDICT A useful collection for enriching classroom lessons and supporting visual learners. © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (April 15, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 16)) Grades 4-6. The Graphic Short Stories series (5 new titles) offers readers a fresh perspective on fact and fiction through evocative illustrations and captivating narratives. Each book focuses on a common theme and explores several short stories that are brought to life through detailed graphics and varying text boxes. World War II Battles examines three notable military conflicts (Iwo Jima, Pearl Harbor, and Midway) and chronicles the important details that made them infamous. This series is recommended for middle-grade readers but could be enjoyed by a broader audience due to its compelling stories, intricate visuals, and range of topics. Each title has a glossary and suggested resources for those curious to learn more. Readers will be attracted to these high-interest accounts of intriguing moments in history.

9781338882360 WORLD WAR II CLOSE UP : THEY BATTLED IN BLIZZARDS HOPKINSON, DEBORAH MS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2025
Gr 5–8—The Battle of the Bulge, raging for six frigid weeks starting in mid-December 1944, is the largest battle ever fought by U.S. forces, involving more than 600,000 American soldiers and resulting in 80,000 casualties and nearly 20,000 deaths. Hopkinson tells the story from the perspectives of soldiers who participated: a reconnaissance officer who had signed up for paid National Guard summer camp at age 14 to help his family and found himself a 20-year-old first lieutenant facing heavy combat; and a Russian Jewish refugee from Germany who fled to New York with his family, was drafted two years later, and subsequently became a well-known literary historian. Numerous contemporary photos and artwork created by battle participants break up the text and underscore elements of the narrative. Sidebars highlight complementary stories, such as that of the 761st Tank Battalion, America's first all-Black combat unit. Following a photo scrapbook of the siege of a Belgian town, the text concludes with an abundance of back matter, including a selected time line of the war, a list of resources and links, such as websites for museums and online exhibitions, oral histories from the U.S. National World War Two Museum, a selected bibliography, and detailed source notes. Regrettably, a profusion of front matter and the diffuse narrative, shifting frequently among points of view, detract from engagement with what should be a gripping story. VERDICT A recommended purchase that will require handselling to find the right reader.—Bob Hassett Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 07/31/2025
A soldier’s-eye view of the snowy Battle of the Bulge—“the largest single battle ever fought by the U.S. Army.” Sticking entirely to the Allied side (but consulting a great range of reports and oral histories), Hopkinson presents a kaleidoscopic view of the immense conflict, which stretched out over six weeks beginning in December of 1944 and involved (on both sides) over 1,000,000 soldiers. Voluminous backmatter joins sheaves of battlefield photos and drawings and a few schematic maps and general comments to provide glimpses of the big picture, but rather than attempting to tell the full story, her goal is to “share the true stories of just a few soldiers who were there.” This emphasis on localized, personal stories brings two main themes into sharp focus: the fog of confusion and uncertainty as unready GIs suddenly found themselves facing (and sometimes surrounded by) massive numbers of German troops and tanks, and the courage, cohesion, and optimistic spirit that fueled the eventual Allied victory. The veteran, much-lauded author of nonfiction and historical fiction draws various kinds of servicepeople (including women, immigrants, and Black people) into her large cast of eyewitnesses and participants; some she follows all the way to the ends of their (often long) lives, reinforcing the personal angle and providing a valuable complement to traditional military and political histories. A thoroughly researched, unusually close-to-the-ground glimpse into one of World War II’s most notoriously brutal battles. (timeline, resources and links, bibliography, source notes, photo and illustration credits, index) (Nonfiction. 10-14)

9780593643884 World Without Summer: A Volcano Erupts, a Creature Awakens Day, Nicholas MS

Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 4-8 - "Once again, Day (The Mona Lisa Vanishes, 2023) connects a lesser-known event from history not only to the present but also to its broader social, historical, and scientific impacts. Although largely forgotten, the 1815 volcanic eruption on the Indonesian island of Tambora is still the most powerful and deadliest eruption in recorded history. Day begins with life on the island before and after this devastating event, but the focus is on the eruption’s wider effects, felt across the globe in Europe and the U.S. in what came to be known as the “Year Without a Summer” in 1816. While the author conveys these events in a roughly chronological order, individual chapters become a series of vignettes that relate how climate shock led to extreme weather (freezing and flooding), darkness, harvest failures, famine, food riots, and disease. Some of the vignettes also describe how this unusual period influenced J. M. W. Turner’s sunset paintings and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. These stories culminate in a cautionary tale of climate change, with Day occasionally addressing readers directly. History made engaging and relevant."Kirkus Review, 06/30/2025

A dramatic examination of both the immediate and long-term effects of recorded history’s deadliest, most titanic blast: the 1815 eruption of Indonesia’s Mount Tambora. “The word loud isn’t loud enough. The word hot isn’t hot enough. The word— / None of the words are enough.” Award-winner Day offers readers a rousing recitation of the catastrophes resulting from this “unfathomable” natural disaster after the millions of tons of ash and sulfates belched out by the volcano created a worldwide “climate shock.” The results included floods, fires, crop failures, violent storms, disease outbreaks, and upended seasons: “A Feedback Loop of Bad,” as one chapter heading puts it. He also draws sweeping but plausible connections to less direct but no less consequential events, including Mary Shelley’s contemporaneous Frankenstein—he sees the book’s “transfixing weirdness” as “a story straight out of the madness that Tambora made”—and the beginnings of mass westward population movements in the U.S. and the development of modern meteorology. Day includes reflection questions for readers in several places and points to Tambora as a cautionary tale of what we will all face, climate-wise, if we don’t heed the warning signs. We’re inescapably part of our planet’s story, and “we’re not the main character.” Short chapters, a breathless narrative style, and spacious typography contribute to this work’s accessibility. Final art not seen. Urgent and terrifying. (bibliography, source notes, index) (Nonfiction. 10-14)
9798368765990 Written in the stars Heart, Lee MS School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 3-7-Sweet romances for young readers. Meet Me at Sunset is a dramatic journey through Julie's "Love Plan" for her summer at the beach. It would help if she had a BFF, but that just isn't part of her blueprint. When her mom throws a wrench in the works by inviting her friend's daughter, Sophia, Julie's summer looks like it might go off the rails and her plan to win over James will be ruined. An honest look at the sensitive nature of young teens and tweens, squabbles, camaraderie, and first loves. Easy-to-digest chapters and a manageable length make this book a great fit for middle grade readers who want a light, entertaining, yet highly engaging read. Written in the Stars follows Olivia and Quinn at summer camp after the recent death of Quinn's dad. Camp Whispering Woods promises a time of normality and healing for Quinn, until Harry, the CBB (cute British boy) poses a bit of an obstacle to a "normal" summer at camp. Tender and touching, this gentle exploration of grief and first love will be an easy sell to young readers. VERDICT These titles offer a perfect opportunity for middle grade readers who want an innocent exploration of romance and crushes. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (May 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 17)) Grades 4-8. Quinn has been going to Camp Whispering Woods for years. The girls’ cabins are separated from the boys’, and that’s just fine with her. Only this year, she spots a boy with a delightful British accent whom she cannot ignore. Does she want Harry to be her boyfriend? And, if so, is one of her bunkmates trying to steal him away before she even has the chance? Throughout the six weeks of summer camp, Quinn’s friends, old and new, support her as she tries to navigate her first summer since her dad passed away. The simple plot contains little conflict and will appeal to middle-graders who may themselves be contemplating their very first crushes. An easy read for early middle-schoolers with plenty of appeal for reluctant readers, this can be handed with confidence to fans of Shug (2006), by Jenny Han, and Sleepaway Girls (2009), by Jen Calonita. This short, stand-alone romance is part of the new Spotlight Sprinkles series dedicated to tween rom-coms; series title Meet Me at Sunset, also by Heart, publishes simultaneously.
978-0-593-65073-8 Wrong Way Home O'Shaughnessy, Kate MS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 06/19/25, Life outside a cult seems full of danger to a girl who yearns for the safety of her oppressive but familiar home.Twelve-year-old Fern's mother suddenly takes her from the only stable home she's ever known, the place they settled when she was 6, following years of upheaval. In the dark of night, the two escape the compound ruled by Dr. Ben, the patriarchal leader of the Ranch, their ""sustainable futurist community."" Driving away from New York, they end up in tiny Driftaway Beach, California. Fern immediately develops a plan to get back to Dr. Ben, whose messages she's internalized; after all, he claimed to be preparing them to survive war and climate change. But as she acclimates to life outside the Ranch, Fern begins to value being able to make her own decisions. Does she even want to follow Dr. Ben's vision of life? The Spirit of the Sea, a local myth about the ghost of a lighthouse keeper that haunts the cliffs above town, provides a parallel for exploring the psychology of grief and the truths we tell ourselves. Many tweens will relate to feeling controlled, sheltered, and lied to as they seek their independence. O'Shaughnessy succeeds in raising awareness by bringing the abuse of cult communities to light through a gripping storyline and beautifully imperfect supporting characters. Fern, who's cued white, matures in her understanding that what and who you choose to believe in is of consequence.A strong, emotionally intelligent story. (Fiction. 9-13)Horn Book, 08/01/22, The Octavius family is notable for producing Callers -- people with the ability to summon objects seemingly out of thin air. Quintus Octavius, however, has never been successful at Calling anything. This does not sit well with his mother, Elipsom's Chief Councilor, and she makes sure he passes his Calling exam by enlisting his sister to Call for him. Cheating doesn't help Quin's already low confidence, but it's at this point that he accidentally transports himself across their world to Evantra, where he will grow to understand the truth about Callers, Elipsom's history, and his mother's complicity in depleting Evantra's resources for Elipsom's gain. Set in an evocatively realized fantasy world with, in Elipsom's case, a futuristic feel, this is a moving and complex story about the discomfort and reward of doing what is right. Thomas's debut middle-grade novel is a clever critique of the consumerism that we might take for granted. She tackles serious topics with wit, charm, and a few flying rhinodrites along the way. Sarah Berman
978-1-525-30551-1 Yellow Singing Sail: A Memoir of an Only Child in China Huang, Yinfan MS Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, In this graphic memoir set in China, Huang documents her childhood move from rural Xintian to bustling, big-city GuangzhouIn Xintian, young Yinfan is surrounded by family and nature and encouraged to explore, experiment, create art, and stand out. Once she enters primary school, however, she must tamp down her self-expression when she struggles with her schoolwork. Just as she's started to adapt, her parents find new jobs in Guangzhou, leaving her in the care of her grandparents. She eventually rejoins her parents. They initially share an apartment with relatives, who criticize everything from the way Yinfan brushes her teeth to how her mother washes the dishes. Later, they move to a ninth-floor walk-up, where she experiences a home invasion and meets, then loses, her first friend. Though marked by loneliness and uncertainty, these years in Guangzhou are also full of small rebellions, as when Yinfan passes notes in class and wears braids, which violate the strict dress code. Huang's bold, comics-style watercolor art, in shades of coral and jade, capture and confront Yinfan's youthful struggle to be comfortable in her own skin; while she doesn't shy away from humiliating or painful episodes, she also fully celebrates moments of joy. Simultaneously specific and relatable, Yinfan's story will resonate with readers still seeking their own ways to belong. Simplified Chinese text appears throughout, occasionally translated.Honest, vulnerable, and full of heart.(Graphic memoir. 11-14) School Library Journal, 05/01/25, Gr 5-8 Set in 1990s China, Yinfan grows up under the country's one-child policy, surrounded by adults with few kids around outside of school. School is about conformity, from the red scarf she must wear to the unisex uniform and standardized education she receives, even when she moves around for her parents' jobs. She's lonely and seeks friendship where she can, but it is a struggle when Yinfan dislikes many of her own attributes. Providing an opportunity to learn about a global culture during a specific time period, Huang shows readers through watercolor what it looked like for her in 1990s China. Few struggles were specific to her situation, and many feel universal, such as body image and feeling loved by family. The resulting story is an identifiable experience for readers to make empathetic connections on a personal level. The uniform visual approach with a red and green color scheme and rectangular panels creates consistency in the storytelling for readers regardless of their comfort level with the visual format. One noticeable issue though is the memoir's abrupt ending, which offers no real sense of closure. It is only in the author's biography that readers learn Huang moved to the U.S. at age 22 to pursue illustration. However incomplete the ending may seem, this snapshot of a lived experience remains invaluable. VERDICT Graphic memoirs are a fantastic way to capture the sense of an era and experience, and Huang does so masterfully, bringing 1990s China to life. â€” Alicia Abdul
978-0-06-328499-9 Zarina Divided Faruqi, Reem MS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 06/01/25, Starred Review This poignant novel in verse follows 11-year-old Zarina before, during, and after India's partition. Zarina experiences several changes as she is forced from her beloved home in Poona, India, through her family's harrowing journey to Karachi, Pakistan, and onward to boarding school in Murree. Faruqi captures the tumultuous events from this historical period, yet balances Zarina's trauma with moments of joy, delicious sweets, strong sibling bonds, and tender friendships. Universal themes, including struggles with friends and parents, are interwoven with the time period's specific difficulties, such as partition separating friends and communities due to religious differences. Many young readers are sure to identify with Zarina's challenge to control her temper while still standing up for herself, especially in her relationship with her mom. Their relationship is especially strained when Zarina's desire to learn conflicts with her sense of duty to care for her pregnant mother, who is on bed rest. Faruqi's poetry is lyrical, yet roots the reader to the time and place; varying poem lengths underscore emotionally resonant moments. Back matter includes a recipe, photos, a glossary, and an author's note that details the connections between the author's family and Zarina's story. An engaging read with realistic characters that brings the time period to life in new ways.Kirkus Reviews, 06/01/25, During the Partition of 1947, a family uproots their lives in India and moves to the newly created PakistanZarina's world revolved around swinging in the backyard with friends, roughhousing with her brothers, and feasting on her mother's coconut toffee-until Abajan, her father, announces they're moving to predominantly Muslim Pakistan. When, amid the growing violence, a bloodthirsty mob comes to their door, Abajan decides they must leave that night. During their perilous journey from Poona by train and ship to Karachi, they encounter unrelenting violence and crushing crowds of people fleeing in both directions. In Karachi, they slowly rebuild their lives. But following an accident, a guilt-ridden Zarina is convinced she should leave home. Despite her mother's reservations, Zarina joins her brothers, who are leaving for boarding school. At St. Denys', a girls' school with British teachers in mountainous Murree, she navigates old resentments and makes new friends. Zarina's perspective as an 11-year-old who's trying to make sense of overnight changes, religion-based divisions, and the horrors she witnesses are compelling. Unfortunately, the weak pacing and flat portrayals of other characters undermine the dramatic tension. Readers familiar with the setting may notice details that feel jarring. The second half of the book, which recounts the family's refugee experiences and offers a quaint look at boarding school life, is stronger.An ambitious attempt to render sweeping changes in the birth of a nation that doesn't coalesce. (map, author's note, glossary, recipe, photo gallery, resources)(Verse historical fiction. 8-12)
9781623544324 Zero! the number that almost wasn't Albee, Sarah ES/MS School Library Journal Xpress starred (April 4, 2025) Gr 1-4-Albee constructs a conversational, matter-of-fact narrative about the many years humans calculated on counting boards, used their fingers, put knots in strings and beads on lines, all for the lack of a-nothing. Until the Babylonians around 300 BCE, there was no such thing as a placeholder for single digits, tens, hundreds, and beyond. It's another 500-700 years before a mathematician in ancient India uses zero not only as a placeholder, but a number. Then comes adoption-not everyone is a fan of zero, including the Christians fighting a holy war against Muslims, suspicious of zero's Indian/Arabic associations. A brilliant unfolding and pacing of the narrative bring order to the near-misses and chaos of zero's origins, shored up by the various obstacles readers can discover in the time line. That calculus and algebra were also invented along the way feels nothing short of miraculous. Hsu's global scenes are cheerful and accessible, with pages that show people counting, adding, sorting, much as children do. It all adds up to an epic story of the little nothing that could, and did, launch or change engineering, modern physics, computing, and electronics forever. VERDICT Educators can build an entire lesson around zero, especially given the thoughtful resources and chatty time line provided in the back matter.-Kimberly Olson Fakih © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11)) Grades 1-4. This cheerful picture book tells the story of how it took thousands of years for humans to realize that something was missing: a zero! It explains why it was so difficult to imagine something that actually meant nothing and documents how this emerging concept of nothingness fared in various civilizations around the world, taking several centuries to finally catch on. From the ancient Babylonians, the first to assign place values and realize that they needed a symbol showing nothing in this position, to Brahmagupta, a mathematician from India who wrote in Sanskrit to explain the significance of the numbers zero through nine, the plot follows the development of increasingly more complex math applications, from algebra (Persia) to calculating (Fibonacci) to calculus (Isaac Newton and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz). The book mentions initial European resistance, including how a few Christian leaders actually banished zero, until the invention of the printing press helped spread the concept and led to innovations in physics, engineering, electronics, and computers. Appealing digital drawings and rich back matter (uses of zero in everyday language, definitions, a time line, references, a bibliography, and a key to historical clues found in the illustrations) help round out this unique and attractive STEM offering.
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ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes: Review #1 Review #2
978-3-7913-7570-0 42 Artists Everyone Should Know Baverstock, Alison HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction
9781492656906 The 5 Essential Principles of Think and Grow Rich: The Practica Hill, Napoleon HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction
978-1-266-70855-8 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature and Composition Hartnett, Michael HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction

978-0-06-334614-7 After Life Forman, Gayle HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (1/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Forman has the extraordinary ability of pulling out just the right turn of phrase to tell the ephemeral stories between life and death that may make readers wonder if she has secrets about the afterlife. Amber Crane, 17, rides her bike home from school only to discover she's been dead for seven years; naturally her family freaks out when they see her. What is going on? Her mother thinks she's a con artist, her father thinks she's a miracle, and her sister doesn't seem surprised at all. So many things have changed because of Amber's death and not all for the better. Alternating chapters cover Amber's perspective and all the lives her death touched, from her boyfriend, to her English teacher, to even a random photojournalist as a story of a life and death unravels. Forman explores how love and death are deeply intertwined, how the memories of loved ones help to create immortality. But this is not a tragic story about the aftermath of a young girl's early death; it is more the exploration of how all our lives are affected by all the stories of other people's lives, whether we meet them or not. Teens in search of exploring the connections of life and surviving loss will be greatly moved by these richly created characters and the existential questions they pose that everyone would all love to have answered. VERDICT Smartly told with fast-paced and suspenseful chapters, there is no question librarians would be pleased to add this novel to collections.— Maria Ramusevic

Kirkus Reviews
A high school senior returns to her family home-after she's been dead for yearsForman's ability to capture the voices of teens shines in this heart-wrenching story of Amber Crane's life, death, and (sort of) undeath. Amber, who reads white, died seven years ago, but on this day just before graduation, she's standing in her family home, seemingly alive. The first people to see Amber are her mother-who, clearly in shock, starts screaming-and her younger sister, Missy, who's now a blue-haired teenager. Amber doesn't even realize she's supposed to be dead until Missy tells her so. And that's when the work of trying to make sense of what Amber's doing here kicks into gear. Told from myriad points of view-so many, one could get lost-the novel threads together the lives of people in Amber's orbit (and even some who didn't know her directly), incorporating current-day perspectives as well as ones from the past. The story even goes as far back as 29 years, to the day when Amber's parents met. While some of the backstory feels extraneous, and the chapters written from adults' perspectives feel less compelling than those of the teen lead, Forman continually returns to Amber's point of view, grounding her as the heart of this story, a necessary device to keep readers invested in the enduring question: Why is she back?A spiritual, intriguing, though somewhat uneven take on life, grief, and healing. (author's note)(Fiction. 14-18)

978-1-7282-9120-8 After We Burned Nijkamp, Marieke HS
Kirkus Reviews (6/19/25)
Four high schoolers in small-town Colorado grapple with secrets and corruptionTheo Robinson is a kindhearted student reporter, Kelsey Fink is a popular perfectionist, Payton Davis is a troubled loner, and Eden Randall was an artistic outcast. In their first-person points of view, which move forward and backward in time, they share their experiences connected to the fire that burned down their school and killed Eden. When the teens' worlds collide, they create a plan to inform the world of the secret traumas they and their classmates have endured. After the fire, Theo, who's trans and was one of Eden's best friends, begins investigating alongside Payton. Payton and Eden were in love, and they'd wanted to leave their abusive home lives for a fresh start, a dream cut short by Eden's death. Meanwhile, the students' unity splinters as they hide information and disagree about what to disclose. Nijkamp's latest is a topical assessment of the ways power and prestige can enable and cover up violence. Unfortunately, the narrators' voices blend together, and the dialogue lacks personality, with characters speaking in cliches and indulging in exposition. Complexity and specificity are often sacrificed in favor of messaging. The twists and turns keep the story moving at a solid pace, but the mystery feels undercooked. Main characters read white, and there's racial diversity in the supporting cast.A clear-eyed exploration about exposing hidden injustice that falls short in characterization. (content note)(Thriller. 14-18)

School Library Journal Starred Review (7/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Payton and Theo have one thing in common: their friend Eden. So, when their local high school burns down and Eden is found dead, it is their personal mission to discover the truth of what happened. But in a town that loves its gossip, does the truth really matter? Told in multiple perspectives, this story is so much more than a whodunit. A large part of the book focuses on dealing with the aftermath of sexual and physical assault. Each teen has their own story to tell. Some are victims dealing with feelings of guilt and shame. Others are friends trying to understand why their friends have suddenly changed and how to be supportive, especially when they are not ready to tell their story. The book starts with a trigger warning for sexual and physical assault, and there are depictions of both in the book; however, it is not overly graphic and is age-appropriate for mature high school students, with language such as "what he did to me" or "I didn't want that," allowing readers to interpret the assault in their own way. Each character is nuanced and flawed, leading to a compelling and believable narrative where teens navigate trauma together. The adults depicted in the book are just as flawed, and readers will be rooting for the victims to find their voice, in a world where adults sometimes just don't hear or understand when a teen is crying out for help. VERDICT A must purchase for all libraries.— Ashley Grillo

978-1-54613-661-3 All the Hidden Monsters Jordan, Amie HS
Kirkus Review, 02/14/2025
A werewolf and a warlock team up to solve a supernatural murder in this trilogy opener by debut author Jordan. When Sage goes to check on Lucy, her fellow werewolf friend, she finds dangerous, enigmatic warlock Oren in Lucy’s Manchester, England, apartment. He’s investigating her brutal murder to determine if it’s an Upside, or human, crime, or a Downside, or supernatural, one that would fall in his jurisdiction. Though Oren feels something about the crime scene is off, it’s Sage who discovers the supernatural link. Roderick, Oren’s captain in the Arc?num (paranormal police), knows Sage—she’s applied many times, but the Arc?num only hires warlocks. Still, he gives her Lucy’s case as a trial, forcing solitary Oren to take her on as a temporary partner. The slow-burn first third of the book introduces the secret supernatural society while the investigation unfolds and the characters’ interactions reveal Sage’s survivor’s guilt–induced motivations and peel back Oren’s prickly layers. The immersive worldbuilding mitigates the slow initial pace and Oren’s not-so-pleasant personality until the heroes begin to thaw toward each other in a rewarding development. Once the murder mystery plot picks up steam and complexity, the narrative tension builds until the climax, which is a mixed bag—the solution to the mystery is nifty but comes via a villain’s monologue and relies on a foundation of side characters’ work rather than the protagonists’ efforts. Most characters present white. Vivid characters and worldbuilding will leave readers eager for the sequel. (Paranormal thriller. 14-18)

School Library Journal, 02/28/2025
Gr 7 Up—Sage always wanted to work for the magical police force of Manchester's underworld, but as a werewolf and not an all-power warlock. When her friend Lucy is murdered, Sage is given the chance to join the force on a temporary trial basis, partnered with Oren, the department's most dangerous investigator. Oren, for his part, doesn't need a partner, and isn't keen on babysitting a young werewolf while he's trying to solve a case. Forced to work together, the two soon discover they have a lot in common. Readers will find Sage sympathetic, with her haunted past making it clear she carries a lot of grief and guilt. Scenes with supporting characters—Sage's roommate P., Berion and Hozier from the force—become warm and comforting as the story progresses, adding a found-family aspect to Sage's journey. Though the narrative is written in a way that suggests Oren and Sage grow closer early on, it isn't until halfway through that they open up on page. In other ways, Jordan's debut novel simply lacks the innovative narrative and worldbuilding elements that would otherwise help it stand out in the genre. VERDICT This fantastical detective mystery will circulate best in libraries with avid and forgiving fantasy readers.—Jolie Hanlon Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-0-8000-9332-7 Amanecer en la cosecha (Sunrise on the Reaping) Collins, Suzanne HS Spanish translation of Sunrise on the Reaping, which is already in our district collection
979-88-909836-2-6 Amanecer en la cosecha (Sunrise on the Reaping) Collins, Suzanne HS Spanish translation of Sunrise on the Reaping, which is already in our district collection
9781302929770 The Amazing Spider-Man : 1 : With Great Power... Lee, Stan HS No Reviews - Publisher's Age Rating is 6-8
9781302931957 The Amazing Spider-Man : 2 : The Sinister Six Lee, Stan HS No Reviews - Publisher's Age Rating is 6-8
9781302946173 The Amazing Spider-Man : 3 : The Goblin and the Gangsters Lee, Stan HS No Reviews - Publisher's Age Rating is 6-8
9781302948993 The Amazing Spider-Man : 4 : The Master Planner Lee, Stan HS No Reviews - Publisher's Age Rating is 6-8

978-1-635-92805-1
American Spirits: The Famous Fox Sisters and the Mysterious Fad That 
Haunted a Nation Rosenstock, Barb HS

Kirkus Reviews (5/29/25)
A biography of the Fox sisters, mysterious 19th-century mediums whose spirit circles led to the foundation of a new, highly influential religionKate was 14 and Maggie was only 11 when the Fox family heard mysterious rapping sounds in the cottage they'd just moved into in rural New York state in 1847. A neighbor believed the sounds were emanating from an "injured spirit." Maggie and Kate, along with Leah, their much older, married sister, became known as the Rochester rappers, mediums who could speak to the dead by asking questions and translating their raps for clients. The sisters made an independent income by holding séances, creating the foundation for Modern Spiritualism. Against a backdrop of social upheaval-Christian revivals, cholera, abolitionism, the Civil War, and Reconstruction-the Fox sisters practiced their trade despite facing religious and personal criticism, skepticism from those who exposed frauds, financial crises, and alcoholism. The work highlights several famous believers, including Harriet Beecher Stowe and Mary Todd Lincoln. In this meticulously researched work, Rosenstock effectively and objectively presents historical facts alongside primary sources-journal entries, letters, newspaper clippings, photos-as she explores whether the Foxes truly experienced supernatural phenomena or whether it was a hoax all along. She also excels at integrating the larger social and historical context in which Spiritualism rose to prominence, drawing clear connections between the facts presented.A suspenseful, well-researched read filled with fascinating and evocative visuals. (medium's statement, author's note, source notes, bibliography, image credits, index)(Nonfiction. 14-18)

School Library Journal (4/1/25)
Gr 7 Up— A detailed and engaging account of the Fox sisters, who started the 19th-century Spiritualist movement. In 1847, in rural upstate New York, the Fox family was plagued by mysterious, nighttime rapping sounds, to the point that they asked neighbors for help. People speculated it was the spirit of a man killed on the property. Soon enough, Maggie, 14, and Kate, 11, were interpreting the strange sounds and communicating with the dead. News of the sisters' abilities spread, and they quickly became local celebrities, holding seances for people eager to speak with deceased loved ones. With older sister Leah as their manager, the family was soon able to afford a house in upscale Rochester and later Manhattan as their popularity exploded. The Spiritualist movement grew exponentially, with many others working as mediums; newspapers and organizations also emerged with the Fox sisters at the center of it all. Much detail is given to Maggie's turbulent romance with famed arctic explorer Elisha Kane while Rosenstock also covers the lives of Leah, who had multiple marriages, and Kate, the quiet workhorse who kept the money coming in. Late in life, Maggie proclaimed it was all fake, that they made the sounds by cracking their joints, but she later recanted when she found she had no other way to make money; however, the Spiritualist community rejected her. Pages turn quickly with short chapters and Rosenstock's intriguing ghost story–writing style. Extensive documentation is provided, including source notes, bibliography, and index. VERDICT A great choice for teens who enjoy ghost stories and those interested in con artists or history. Recommended for all libraries.— Karen T. Bilton

978-0-593-81372-0 Among Ghosts Hartman, Rachel HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (5/1/25)
Gr 6 Up— Revisit the renowned world of Seraphina in the town of St. Muckle's, where anyone can earn freedom from their circumstances by living inside the town's walls for a year and a day. The safe haven is considered too poor for greedy nobles and too damp for dragons, so Charl, 13, and his mother have lived for years hiding from his father. They've thrived more or less peacefully until a duel leads Charl to the Old Abbey where he stumbles upon a ghost and a fatal accident in traumatic succession. When the night watchman turns up dead and a plague breaks out, everything the people of St. Muckle's have worked for is thrown into jeopardy—and that's before the dragon enters the scene. Charl escapes back to the Old Abbey and its ghosts, tangling him in history and destiny as he decides who he wants to be. Exquisite prose carves a place in readers' hearts for the nuanced characters of St. Muckle's as they navigate themes of power, misinformation, and the duty people have to one another and to the greater community. This slow-moving character exploration asks readers to define the edges of their world and what's important in it, making for a deeply grounded plot despite its fantastical setting. Hartman's humorous parentheticals and authentic narrative voice lighten the expository load as new readers are welcomed into the well-established world of Goredd, a place where humans and shape-shifting dragons live side-by-side. VERDICT An engrossing, thoughtful fantasy on the human condition—with dragons. A first purchase for all collections.— Emmy Neal

Kirkus Reviews
The town of St. Muckle's is a "peasants' paradise": Anyone who stays for a year and a day gains freedom from serfdomSix-year-old Charl's father, an earl, torments his family and slaughters pagans. Escaping from his cruelty, Charl and his mother, Eileen, flee to St. Muckle's with two companions, Sister Agnes and ex-knight Aris, who help raise Charl. Seven years later, Eileen, who's working as an innkeeper, has earned the townspeople's respect. But the family's peace is shattered when an infiltrator spreads a deadly beetle-borne plague, and suspicion falls on Eileen. As illness grips the town, disaster strikes again-a dragon attacks St. Muckle's, separating Charl from his mother. Forced to flee, he takes shelter in a ruined abbey with a suspicious nun, only to find it haunted by ghostly girls and the spirit of a murderous bishop. To reunite with his mother and escape his father's grasp, Charl will need help from both the living and the dead. Charl is a thoughtful, kindhearted protagonist who struggles against the limitations placed on him for his own safety. The setting and backstory are richly developed, and though the novel is set in the world of Hartman's Seraphina series, no knowledge of those works is needed. However, the narrative transition from St. Muckle's to the abbey feels disjointed, and the rushed ending leaves some character arcs unresolved. Most major characters present white; Aris has brown skin.Despite pacing issues, rich worldbuilding and an appealing found-family theme make for a compelling read.(Fantasy. 12-18)

9780593966815 Anthropology Book Published by DK Publishing HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction. DK Nonfiction books are widely renowned for their standards.

9781684153671 The Avant-Guards : 1 Usdin, Carly HS
Kirkus Review, 10/14/2019
What happens when a basketball team is determined to recruit a bona fide loner? Charlie Bravo (she’s heard all the jokes) is a recent transfer to the Georgia O’Keeffe College of Arts and Subtle Dramatics. She’s determined to keep to herself and focus on her film studies—until Liv sets her sights on getting Charlie to join her newly minted basketball team. Liv is a determined walking motivational poster who loves leading teams. She recruits the rest of her ragtag basketball crew to convince Charlie—each in their own unique fashion—just before the first game. Ashley, Nicole, Jay, and Tiffany eventually wear her down with their numerous attempts, not only welcoming her to their team, but also into their circle of friendship. Plagued by memories of her last university, Charlie finds that her new team might just be what she needs to love basketball again—and to find love. The author has crafted a cast of endearing individuals who together form an unlikely friendship group that is an unstoppable combination on and off the court. Humor coupled with the fast pace makes for an energetic story. The bright colors, pop-out panels, expressive facial expressions, and dynamic lines express joyful excitement. The highly diverse cast is multiracial with varying gender expression and sexual orientation. Readers who love humorous friendship stories and adorably awkward lesbian flirting will enjoy every moment. (Graphic novel. 15-adult)

Booklist, 06/30/2019
Grades 9-12 - Transfer student Charlie is content to not get too involved at her new college, but determined, aspiring actor Liv will stop at nothing to get her to join her start-up basketball team, the Avant-Guards, even if it means she has to recruit the rest of the team members to subtly—or not so subtly—persuade her. Despite her reservations, Charlie finally agrees, and the team is surprised to learn at their first game that, hey, they’re not that bad! Amid all the basketball action, Usdin drops in plenty of backstory for the other team members and cultivates warm personalities through their comical interactions. Hayes and Nalty’s dynamic artwork in bright colors matches the cheerful tone and does a fantastic job of depicting the teammates, who are refreshingly diverse in skin tone and body shape. The figure designs nicely play up the personalities of the characters as well, and the basketball scenes are drawn with clear-cut action. This lighthearted ensemble story with a glimmer of romance is ideal for fans of John Allison’s Giant Days comics or Ngozi Ukazu’s Check, Please! (2018).

9781684155613 The Avant-Guards : 3 Usdin, Carly HS No reviews - continuation of a series (reviews listed are for book 1 of this series)
Kirkus Review, 10/14/2019
What happens when a basketball team is determined to recruit a bona fide loner? Charlie Bravo (she’s heard all the jokes) is a recent transfer to the Georgia O’Keeffe College of Arts and Subtle Dramatics. She’s determined to keep to herself and focus on her film studies—until Liv sets her sights on getting Charlie to join her newly minted basketball team. Liv is a determined walking motivational poster who loves leading teams. She recruits the rest of her ragtag basketball crew to convince Charlie—each in their own unique fashion—just before the first game. Ashley, Nicole, Jay, and Tiffany eventually wear her down with their numerous attempts, not only welcoming her to their team, but also into their circle of friendship. Plagued by memories of her last university, Charlie finds that her new team might just be what she needs to love basketball again—and to find love. The author has crafted a cast of endearing individuals who together form an unlikely friendship group that is an unstoppable combination on and off the court. Humor coupled with the fast pace makes for an energetic story. The bright colors, pop-out panels, expressive facial expressions, and dynamic lines express joyful excitement. The highly diverse cast is multiracial with varying gender expression and sexual orientation. Readers who love humorous friendship stories and adorably awkward lesbian flirting will enjoy every moment. (Graphic novel. 15-adult)

Booklist, 06/30/2019
Grades 9-12 - Transfer student Charlie is content to not get too involved at her new college, but determined, aspiring actor Liv will stop at nothing to get her to join her start-up basketball team, the Avant-Guards, even if it means she has to recruit the rest of the team members to subtly—or not so subtly—persuade her. Despite her reservations, Charlie finally agrees, and the team is surprised to learn at their first game that, hey, they’re not that bad! Amid all the basketball action, Usdin drops in plenty of backstory for the other team members and cultivates warm personalities through their comical interactions. Hayes and Nalty’s dynamic artwork in bright colors matches the cheerful tone and does a fantastic job of depicting the teammates, who are refreshingly diverse in skin tone and body shape. The figure designs nicely play up the personalities of the characters as well, and the basketball scenes are drawn with clear-cut action. This lighthearted ensemble story with a glimmer of romance is ideal for fans of John Allison’s Giant Days comics or Ngozi Ukazu’s Check, Please! (2018).

978-0-8000-9603-8 Bad Boy: A Graphic Memoir Myers, Walter HS
Kirkus Reviews
Sims presents a graphic adaptation of late children's literature giant Myers' 2001 autobiography, in which he describes his adventures growing up in New York CityIllustrator Anyabwile effectively captures the 1940s and '50s Harlem setting, using a bright, expressive color palette offset by sepia tones and background details to immerse readers in the life of a Black boy who wrestled with how to fit into his environment. Young Walter was influenced by boys whose mischievous energy took him down the wrong path and distracted him from school-too, his own quickness to anger often got him in trouble with teachers. A frequent visitor to the local library, Walter's great love of books (he tells readers, "When I began to read, I began to exist") became part of his internal and external battles. He often found solace in reading but still faced stressors at home and engaged in risky behaviors. Literary characters from classics by white authors filled his imagination-he notes that he was taught nothing of the Harlem Renaissance-and he began to find satisfaction in writing his own poems and short stories. Yet Walter kept getting pulled back into the bad boy life. Finally realizing that he needed a change, at 17 he enlisted in the army. This compact, accessible volume may entice readers to pick up the prose version, where they'll find more insights into Myers' struggles, feelings, and motivations.Solid and visually appealing, although no match for the nuance of the original.(Graphic autobiography. 13-18)

School Library Journal (5/1/25)
Gr 8 Up— Stemming from his love of writing and reading comics at an early age, the late Walter Dean Myers (1937–2014) became a legend like many of his role models, but only after facing multiple barriers to success. On top of racism and financial difficulties, he was called a "bad boy," a label that followed him in his youth. Anyabwile's use of sepia-toned panels with sporadic areas of color allow readers to feel like they've stepped back in time as they follow young Walter navigating his childhood. He found solace in reading and eventually writing, but his family and peers didn't understand how literature brought him to life. His mother worried about comic books encouraging bad behavior, while other kids made fun of his hobby, leading him to keep it a secret. But that didn't stop him; reading and writing eventually led to a world of like-minded people, where Myers was respected and could share his stories. VERDICT A good addition to libraries looking to introduce young readers to Walter Dean Myers, Harlem, and life for Black children in the 1940s and 1950s.— Vada Bunker

978-0-593-40316-7 Bad Influence Ahn, Claire HS
Booklist, 03/31/2025
Grades 9-11 - "Charlotte Goh isn’t really in the fashion influencer game for fame. Ever since an accident at her father’s work, the family’s income has plummeted, leaving her mom stressed and Charlotte in charge of her little sister. But collecting influencer deals isn’t so easy—until a video about a racist encounter at an event goes viral and suddenly everyone wants to work with Charlotte. Now Charlotte must choose between her morals and money. As Charlotte navigates new relationships both business and social, her existing relationships and how she engages with her Korean identity grow increasingly complex. Ahn (I Guess I Live Here Now, 2022) offers similarly complex characterization that has Charlotte making poor decisions as her friend Steven contemplates therapy and complicated feelings regarding his parents. Readers will find Ahn’s characters to be likable and sympathetic as they face difficult questions around social media and familiar social convictions. For readers looking for Kelly Yang’s Private Label (2022) meets Crystal Maldonado’s No Filter and Other Lies (2022)."

School Library Journal, 03/31/2025
Gr 9 Up—Sixteen-year-old Charlotte, the eldest daughter of Korean immigrants, gains an Instagram following after she confronts racist influencers and is befriended by the very popular influencer whom she had defended. The story follows Charlotte through the excitement of gaining followers to becoming almost obsessed with getting sponsorships and maintaining her online presence. In return, she risks damaging her friendship with Steven, her only friend, and is hiding all of this from her parents. Other plot points about having too much responsibility, financial worries, and a difficult relationship with her mother are interspersed with a dream vacation and a sweet love story that makes it difficult to stay grounded in reality. The story includes some background on Korean culture and food. Ahn explores the importance of being present in a moment and being true to yourself. Her protagonist is a teenager with a lot of freedom who is thrown into a world she's not prepared for and doesn't experience some of the consequences that could have come from several risky situations she put herself in. VERDICT An enjoyable enough read for readers looking for a love story with a little drama. Includes language more suitable for older readers.—Melinda Graham Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

979-88-925007-7-7 Baltimore Ravens Scheff, Matt HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction
978-1-09-829500-4 Become an Aviation Pro: Flight Training, Aircraft Care, & More Gates, Margo HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction

978-0-316-15823-7 Belladonna Grace, Adalyn HS
Booklist, 07/31/2022
Grades 9-12 - "From the best-selling author of All the Stars and Teeth (2020) comes a new series that follows orphan Signa Farrow, whose life has been filled with omens of death. After nearly 19 years of greedy guardians being bent on gaining her inheritance and meeting unlikely demises, Signa is summoned to Thorn Grove, the estate of her mysterious distant relatives, the Hawthornes. As the family’s unsavory secrets unravel and their matriarch’s ghost reveals the truth of her murder, Signa must follow the trail of clues to protect her new family. Grace’s gothic murder mystery is abundant in gorgeous illustrative prose surrounding Death himself, who figures to be a bigger player in the plot than Signa would have liked. As her relationships with the Hawthornes grow, Signa realizes she may have to take control of the powers that have been lurking in the shadows all of her life. The result is an immersive, romantic atmosphere with dangerous secrets about inherited wealth, death, love, and danger embedded in every page."

School Library Journal, 07/31/2022
Gr 9 Up—Death has been following 19-year-old Signa for her entire life. After her parents died, Signa was forced to move from guardian to guardian hoping for somewhere to call home, until coming of age to receive her inheritance. She has come to realize that she has some immunity to dying and can even see and communicate with Death itself. When Signa finds herself at Thorn Grove she begins to settle in with her estranged family, but quickly realizes that her cousin is being poisoned. Uncovering this mystery alongside Death, Signa finds herself confronted with societal and moral quandaries. Grace provides an intriguing gothic-infused fantasy, focusing on the supernatural concept of Death personified. The novel is slow to start, but as Signa and Death develop a relationship, the story becomes more alluring. There are continuous difficulties that Signa must face, and her actions and decisions deliver a suspenseful narrative. Readers will be drawn into the mystery presented but may also find themselves uncovering secrets well before the characters do. A twist at the end provides an interesting opportunity for the sequel. VERDICT Put into the hands of readers looking for a dark fantasy with a hint of mysterious intrigue.—Aliza Mangefrida Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

978-1-546-15820-2 Best of All Worlds Oppel, Kenneth HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (5/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Xavier Oaks, his father, and his very pregnant stepmother are enjoying a weekend at their lake house but wake up to find the lake gone and a farm in its place. Upon exploration, they realize that they're inside a transparent dome made from an impenetrable substance. Fast forward three years, and Xavier, 16, has a healthy brother, Noah, and has become quite the farmer. The Oaks assume (with no solid evidence) that they've been abducted by aliens. They long for home, but are making the best of things, when overnight, a new family arrives. Much to Xavier's excitement, this family includes a beautiful girl his age, Mackenzie, and her little sister, the perfect playmate for Noah. However, this family has a different theory about their abduction, and the father's fervent desire for escape could have grave consequences for the Oaks family. The story delves deeply into politically charged topics, including vaccines, pandemics, gun control, climate change, government conspiracies, and the "great replacement theory." Stereotypes on both sides of the political aisle are deftly explored through these characters, but above all, this is the definition of a page-turner. VERDICT A thought-provoking, uncomfortable thriller that readers won't be able to forget. Highly recommended.— Mandy Laferriere

Kirkus Reviews
The discovery that he's been cut off from the world beneath an invisible, impenetrable dome leads a Canadian teen into daunting challengesWhen a planned weekend turns to years of isolation at their country cottage for white-presenting Xavier Oak, his dad, and his stepmom Nia, who's Haitian Canadian, the family must shift its efforts from futile bids for escape to simple survival. Receiving miraculous help with the difficult birth of Xavier's half brother seems to prove that they were abducted by aliens. Three years on, they suddenly acquire new neighbors: the Jacksons from Tennessee, who are implied white. Husband Riley is a full-bore conspiracy theorist, who rants about "reptilian bloodlines" and a covert plot that's reminiscent of the great replacement theory. He's hellbent on escaping, sure that the government is secretly behind their predicament. Xavier, now 16, is half convinced that Riley is right, though his own judgment may be impaired by the blinding tides of adolescent hormones that rise when he meets Riley's dazzling teenage daughter, Mackenzie. Oppel eventually hints at the truth, but until then he leaves readers to sift the evidence through their own social and political convictions. The plot heats up when the mysterious overseers are revealed along with a terrifying secret, and cultural frictions mount between the two families. Although Riley's portrayal feels somewhat lacking in nuance, the choice Xavier ultimately must make is understandably agonizing-and, in the end, justified.An idyllic scenario turns increasingly creepy in this slightly message-heavy story.(Thriller. 13-18)

9780439706353 Bone : 6 : Old Man's Cave Smith, Jeff HS

No reviews - continuation of a series
Publisher's Age Rating is 4-12
Well-known middle school graphic novel series

978-0-593-71196-5 Bones at the Crossroads Williams, LaDarrion HS
Kirkus Review, 05/31/2025
In this follow-up to Blood at the Root (2024), magic itself may be in danger as Malik struggles to hone his powers while embracing some form of normal life. After the tumultuous events of the summer term, fall semester at Caiman University, which educates Black conjurers, brings more supernatural threats—including the lingering consequences of Malik’s mother’s deadly power grab. But Malik may be struggling most with the more grounded aspects of college: declaring a major, getting to know his new crush, Dominique, and just trying to be a good friend while healing from childhood trauma. The Louisiana campus, which is rich in Black culture and fantastical powers, also has its fair share of fraternities, sororities, and clubs. When Malik gets tapped to join a secretive group, his involvement ties back to his mother’s wrongdoings, his clouded family history, and the trust issues and anxieties from his less-than-stable upbringing. As a narrator, Malik’s introspection is organic and accessible in its considerations of belonging, guilt, and grief, but with the recurring element of his visions—or scrying—the well-paced story guides Malik and readers alike toward several new questions (as well as enticing answers) about his past, his ancestors, and the Afrocentric history of magic in this world. An intense love triangle and explosive action sequences add to this well-rounded second outing. A story as magically cool as it is emotionally heated. (Fantasy. 13-18)

Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 9-12 - "In this strong sequel, Malik finds his freshman year at Caiman University, the magical HBCU, as packed with drama, revelations, enemies, and new magics as his ordeal in Blood at the Root (2024). Though still processing the summer’s devastating truths and losses, Malik is hoping for a fresh start. Nevertheless, he can’t forget the Bokor threat, particularly as he now secretly possesses the coveted Scroll of Idan, which his mother has already killed for. In this turbulent semester, Malik meets another legendary family member, eases into a slow romance with Dominique, runs for homecoming court against two best friends, and joins the secret society Divine Elam. When the Bokors attack, it leads to a cinematic showdown where Malik faces a life-altering choice. Williams emphasizes heartfelt messages about the importance of Black men’s mental health and fostering a queer-inclusive community, though sometimes his characters slip into a too-adult voice when discussing them. Along with the fascinating lore Williams continues to develop, Malik’s growth as a character is rewarding. A cliff-hanger ending ensures that readers will return to Caiman University in a heartbeat."

978-1-250-90267-2 Breath of the Dragon Lee, Fonda and Lee, Shannon HS
School Library Journal Starred, 12/31/2024
Gr 7 Up—The time has come for the Guardian's Tournament in East Longhan, where the best martial artist on the east side of the wall will be named the Guardian of the Scroll and take custody of the nation's most sacred artifact. Li Jun, separated from his brother and exiled to West Longhan at the age of six, is determined to prove his martial arts skills and become the Guardian. When his rival, Yin Yue, is chosen to represent their martial arts school at the tournament instead, Jun stows away in the cart of a blind, traveling musician who is secretly a skilled martial artist. Jun's inability to stay still and his struggles with self-control will make him an instantly relatable character to teen boys, while the fast-paced nature of the tournament will keep any reader's attention locked on the page. Although there is more afoot than the tournament in East Longhan's capitol, Jun's ability to focus on what is immediately in front of him keeps the plot progression straightforward and manageable. Defying expectations of such a neat narrative, even the side characters have a compelling presence that heightens the stakes in even non-tournament scenes. VERDICT This straight shot of pure shonen manga energy is a priority purchase for libraries struggling to meet the needs of middle schoolers who are striving readers.—Austin Ferraro Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 10/31/2024
In a Chinese-inspired fantasy world, a teen on the path to personal glory discovers his role in the complex world around him. For the past decade, Jun and his father, Li Hon, have lived in West Longhan, exiled from their East Longhan home and separated from Jun’s identical twin, Sai, and the boys’ mother for illegally practicing martial arts. Jun embraces martial arts, training daily at the Iron Core school in hopes of winning the Guardians’ Tournament: Guardian of the Scroll of Heaven is a powerful and influential position with access to the emperor. Li Hon, blaming martial arts for destroying his family, instead pushes Jun to take the imperial exams and try to join the civil service. So Jun sneaks aboard the wagon of travelling performer Chang, a blind flutist, and his daughter, Ren. His plan is to leave town, win the tournament, and prove his father wrong. Jun’s journey skillfully weaves together his martial arts training and his gradually expanding political worldview as he realizes the impact he could have as Guardian. The unpredictable plot twists and innovative magic system, which incorporates religious elements, are intriguing and, along with Jun’s realistic emotional development and reactions, create a gripping narrative. The romance between Ren and Jun is low-key; the story focuses more on familial and platonic relationships, and the depiction of the family’s separation and its impact on both Jun and his father is nuanced and believable. A complex, hard-hitting, epic martial arts journey. (map) (Fantasy. 12-18)

979-83-687-5382-9 Brielle and Bear: Vol. 1 Doku, Salomey HS
Kirkus Review, 02/14/2025
Brielle knows all the rules of the fairy tale, but will Bear follow them? Brielle Da Rosa, a Portuguese British self-proclaimed fairy-tale expert, attends the aptly named Once Upon a Time University. While she’s working at a bookshop, she literally runs into Atohi “Bear” Yonas, an American who’s “Hispanic/mixed” and a star rugby player. They’re instantly smitten, and after a series of encounters, they’re finally brought together—but various challenges arise, calling into question whether the relationship will last. Doku uses text boxes throughout the graphic novel to list fairy-tale rules (“A good fairy tale isn’t complete without…a good villain”) and introduce side characters (“Pavão Castelo: Socialite and most popular boy on campus”). She also includes some thoughtful discussion around triggers. The art is beautifully executed, with the seasons and color palette changing in tandem. Although Brielle has vitiligo, the illustration style makes it difficult to notice; readers may only realize she has this condition because it’s explicitly mentioned. It can become hard to track the subplots because insufficient time is given to building any attachment to the story’s numerous side characters. Some hopeless romantics will be satisfied by this sweet and simple tale, although it lacks the emotional punch for readers seeking something with substance. A fluffy fairy tale that’s enjoyable but not particularly memorable. (artist’s note, character designs, location designs, visual development, process notes, Bear’s journal, the cast) (Graphic romance. 12-18)

School Library Journal, 01/31/2025
Gr 9 Up—Brielle Da Rosa and her best friend, Rosalie, are first years at Once Upon a Time University. When she's not daydreaming at her job as a bookstore assistant, Brielle is reading fairy tales, playing the piano, or thinking about books. When Atohi, aka Bear, comes into the shop, Brielle is intrigued by him—a tall guy holding a romance book is not something she sees every day. The next time she meets him, they begin a friendship. Bear, a star player on the Prince rugby team, is initially shy, but after encouragement from Brielle, he lets his guard down and reveals that he was bullied as a child, loves poetry, plays the cello, and is dyslexic. Though he's afraid to share his secrets with his friends, Bear is comforted by Brielle, who makes him realize that people can accept him for who he is. With delightful, colorful artwork, this graphic novel features a sweet, upbeat story. Doku's clean, straightforward plot gives Disney vibes. The story flows nicely, although some readers may need more depth about the issues the characters face, such as Bear's learning disability and Brielle's grief after losing her mother. The several side stories explore friendship, family, and trust. VERDICT A fun, feel-good romance about a sports star falling for a book nerd. Recommended for libraries looking for entertaining romance graphic novels.—Karin Greenberg Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

979-83-687-5462-8 Bright Red Fruit Elhillo, Safia HS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 12/31/2023
Grades 8-12 - "*Starred Review* Samira is used to rumors. She’s spent her life surrounded by them in her close-knit Sudanese community. There, reputation is everything, and Samira just wants to be a normal teenager. When Samira’s mother gets a hold of an incriminating photo, Samira finds herself grounded for the summer, cut off from her friends and her summer plans. When Samira starts to post her poetry online, she meets a man whose insidious charm causes her to spiral down a path of deception and heartbreak. Elhillo’s novel is written in a combination of poetry, texts, and internet exchanges, a form that changes as Samira herself evolves. The clever integration of the Persephone myth highlights the inherent danger of girls coming of age in a world where women are often still seen as commodities. Samira’s journey throughout the novel is one of haunting self-discovery. The reader learns, along with Samira, that there is a necessity to community and family, even when those institutions themselves are flawed. In particular, we are able to see the viscerally honest rendering of the changing relationship between Samira and her mother. Elhillo has created more than a cautionary tale. Much like the tale of Persephone’s abduction, she has crafted a story that contains misery, but, at its very core, harbors hope."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 12/14/2023
A teen poet in Washington, D.C., becomes entangled with an older man as she tries to break free from her mother’s expectations. Sixteen-year-old Sudanese American Samira Abdullahi has long had a tarnished reputation within her ever watchful community. She continually challenges her strict mother’s rules, yearning for the freedom to express herself: “i want the world, / all of it, &amp; it is on the other side / of our front door, outside my mother’s / house &amp;, it seems, outside my mother’s love.” Samira’s defiance leads to her being grounded for the summer, save for the poetry workshop her aunt already paid for. Bored, she connects with Horus on an online poetry forum; he initially appears kind and attentive, providing the affection she craves—but over time, his controlling tendencies surface, and Samira neglects her other relationships. Through the poetry workshop, however, Samira forms new connections, discovers her own identity as a poet, and finally sees Horus clearly. Elhillo masterfully portrays the universal theme of naïve first romance, including the potential for exploitation in moments of vulnerability, through the perspective of a girl who’s grounded in the Sudanese diaspora. Notably, the intricate relationship between Samira and her mother is authentic, highlighting the complex connections between immigrant mothers and their daughters. The poems eloquently convey Samira’s experiences, making the novel relatable to readers whether or not they’ve faced similar challenges. A stunning work that deeply explores poetry, the complexities of identity, and the longing for love. (Verse fiction. 13-18)

979-88-925007-8-4 Buffalo Bills Scheff, Matt HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction

978-8817096805 Caraval Garber, Stephanie HS This title is already in our district collection--I just don't have the PermaBound ISBN one.

School Library Journal, 09/30/2016
Gr 8 Up—Scarlett and her sister, Donatella, have been raised on a remote island by a demanding and cruel father. Scarlett is about to be married to a man she's never met, and though her long-held dream of receiving an invitation to Caraval, the once-a-year, fantastical, immersive performance, has come true, she believes attending would jeopardize her wedding and destroy her sole chance to get herself and Tella away from their father. When her sister teams up with a sailor to trick Scarlett onto a ship and take her anyway, the heroine plans to stay for a night or two, then return home for her wedding. But then Tella is kidnapped by Legend, Caraval's mysterious mastermind, and the protagonist learns that she can get her sister back only if she plays Legend's game for five nights—and wins. It won't be easy, though. Nothing (and no one) at Caraval is what it seems: time speeds up, clothing morphs according to its own agenda, and players may be called on to pay for things with their deepest fears or two days of their lives. Without knowing whom she can trust, including her own reason and senses, Scarlett must work out where her sister is and how to save her. This twisty, terrifically fun page-turner is ideal for fans of Erin Morgenstern's The Night Circus, Neil Gaiman's Stardust, and fantasy novels where relationships between sisters drive the plot, such as "The Hunger Games" or Rosamund Hodge's Cruel Beauty. VERDICT A must-have fantasy debut for high school collections.—Stephanie Klose, School Library Journal Copyright 2016 Reed Business Information.

At the start of Garber-s magnificent debut novel, the mysterious Master Legend invites sisters Scarlett and Donatella Dragna to attend Caraval-a magical multiday event that is part spectacle, part treasure hunt. Although their tyrannical father has threatened death if they leave home without his permission, Tella strikes a deal with a roguish sailor named Julian for transport to Legend-s private island-a plan that essentially involves kidnapping the conflicted Scarlett, who is weeks away from marrying a man she-s never met. Upon arrival, Tella is taken, and it-s revealed that she is the subject of this year-s hunt. Scarlett and Julian join forces to find her, but in a game in which secrets are currency and appearances deceive, Scarlett has no way of knowing whether she-s a Caraval player or Master Legend-s pawn. Intriguing characters, an imaginative setting, and evocative writing combine to create a spellbinding tale of love, loss, sacrifice, and hope. While the search for Tella drives the narrative, Scarlett-s quest for self-empowerment is equally captivating. Scarlett and Julian-s chemistry intoxicates, and Garber-s tantalizing conclusion will leave readers hungry for a sequel. Ages 13-up. Agent: Jenny Bent, Bent Agency. (Jan.)

978-0-593-42795-8 Caste (Adapted for Young Adults) Wilkerson, Isabel HS
Kirkus Reviews (11/30/22)
Adapted for teens from the 2020 adult bestseller, this timely work urges readers to complicate conversations around American race and class divisions."What does racist mean in an era when even extremists won't admit to it?" asks Wilkerson, who introduces readers to caste, "an artificial construction" not solely based on race or class but "a fixed and embedded ranking of human value." In America, she writes, there's a "shape-shifting, unspoken, race-based caste pyramid" persisting through generations. The parallels between caste and race are palpable throughout the book, though, Wilkerson writes, they "are neither synonymous nor mutually exclusive." Unlike race, which is a mutable social concept, and class, which can shift through luck and achievement, the author makes the case for caste as a permanent fixture which can be traced to the 1619 arrival of enslaved Africans in the Virginia Colony. Prior to defining caste rankings and outlining its eight pillars, Wilkerson draws comparisons between India and the United States, referencing the treatment of Adivasi and Native Americans, Dalits and African Americans. Additionally, the book provides provocative insights into America's influence on Nazi Germany, whose researchers carefully studied U.S. race laws. Vignettes and memoir intertwine, illuminating the book's arguments. With easy-to-digest storytelling and elaborate metaphors embedded in extensive research, Wilkerson challenges readers to resist validating any semblance of hierarchy and to refer to history as a pathway for eradicating its stronghold.Compelling and accessible for a younger generation energized to build a better world. (index) (Nonfiction. 12-18)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 11/30/2022
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* Pulitzer Prize winner Wilkerson makes her recent bestseller available to teens in this adapted edition. Delineating both the distinction between and the intersection of caste and race, the author focuses on three caste systems that have stood out in history: the officially vanquished caste system of Nazi Germany, the lingering caste system of India, and the race-based caste system of the U.S. After introducing this human hierarchy, she explains the “eight pillars,” such as heritability, control of marriage, and cruelty as a means of control, that uphold the caste system. While the text skews scholarly toward suiting more advanced readers, Wilkerson’s succinct explanations in short chapters keep the book from becoming too dense. Readers who progress through this background portion will appreciate how the author then relates the caste system to various facets of world history and everyday life in modern America. Here is where Wilkerson’s lyrical style shines through as she narrates true, eye-opening, and even shocking vignettes of mostly lesser-known individuals who have encountered the negative effects of a caste system. The author intersperses her own experiences as a Black female journalist navigating the sometimes-unspoken yet enduring U.S. caste system. Through these stories, Wilkerson helps teens understand the country’s systemic racism and consider how to deconstruct it. A thoughtful and thought-provoking analysis for readers ready to change the world."

9798888432594 Cat from Our World and the Forgotten Witch: 1 Kashiwaba, Hiro HS
School Library Journal, 03/31/2024
Gr 7 Up—One world was saved, and in another, a cat died. Now, an elderly witch named Jeanne from the surviving universe summons the late cat as a guardian beast, only to get something she didn't quite expect: In true feline fashion, the cat Mew isn't exactly compliant. There is, however, one shared trait that grounds their developing bond—they are both lonely after loss. Madam Jeanne, once savior to the world, now lives as the isolated witch in the Forest of No Return. She watches as people hero-worship her youth while simultaneously ostracizing her current, unrecognizable self as a "creepy old woman." Between this and timely, interwoven flashbacks, readers come to understand her personality immediately. Mew also has their motivations solidly established. While it looks like current events will force the characters to confront their pasts, Kashiwaba also sets up a story of finding comfort in others once again. Her art sincerely portrays each moment's emotional beat through character expression, framing, and pacing. This includes the childlike actions of the tabby to the gruff woman's desperate summoning. Overall, this first volume has a good balance of warmth, regrets, and humor. VERDICT For those who enjoyed the series "Frieren: Beyond Journey's End" and are looking for something less bittersweet, this healing isekai manga of unlikely friendship is one to recommend.—Rachel Forbes Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 03/14/2024
Grades 7-12 - "An isekai manga for cat lovers, this is a tale with humor and heart. Once a great sorceress, Madam Jeanne now lives in isolation in the forest. When she summons Torata, a cat from our world, to be a Guardian Beast, the pair don’t quite hit it off. Neither Jeanne nor Torata entirely understands their new companion, but each of them comes with pain from the past, and that might wind up being what brings them together. Jeanne's reasons for escaping a world she once saved are heartbreaking, and the moment when Torata and Jeanne finally understand each other is narratively rewarding. The story plays with the tropes of cat and isekai manga to create something that feels familiar yet fresh. The pairing of an oversize and blundering cat with a curmudgeonly older woman with a past in heroism makes for several humorous situations. This will delight cat lovers and fans of stories like Frieren: Beyond Journey’s End."

9798888435809 Cat from Our World and the Forgotten Witch: 2 Kashiwaba, Hiro HS No reviews - continuation of a series (reviews listed are for book 1 of this series)
School Library Journal, 03/31/2024
Gr 7 Up—One world was saved, and in another, a cat died. Now, an elderly witch named Jeanne from the surviving universe summons the late cat as a guardian beast, only to get something she didn't quite expect: In true feline fashion, the cat Mew isn't exactly compliant. There is, however, one shared trait that grounds their developing bond—they are both lonely after loss. Madam Jeanne, once savior to the world, now lives as the isolated witch in the Forest of No Return. She watches as people hero-worship her youth while simultaneously ostracizing her current, unrecognizable self as a "creepy old woman." Between this and timely, interwoven flashbacks, readers come to understand her personality immediately. Mew also has their motivations solidly established. While it looks like current events will force the characters to confront their pasts, Kashiwaba also sets up a story of finding comfort in others once again. Her art sincerely portrays each moment's emotional beat through character expression, framing, and pacing. This includes the childlike actions of the tabby to the gruff woman's desperate summoning. Overall, this first volume has a good balance of warmth, regrets, and humor. VERDICT For those who enjoyed the series "Frieren: Beyond Journey's End" and are looking for something less bittersweet, this healing isekai manga of unlikely friendship is one to recommend.—Rachel Forbes Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 03/14/2024
Grades 7-12 - "An isekai manga for cat lovers, this is a tale with humor and heart. Once a great sorceress, Madam Jeanne now lives in isolation in the forest. When she summons Torata, a cat from our world, to be a Guardian Beast, the pair don’t quite hit it off. Neither Jeanne nor Torata entirely understands their new companion, but each of them comes with pain from the past, and that might wind up being what brings them together. Jeanne's reasons for escaping a world she once saved are heartbreaking, and the moment when Torata and Jeanne finally understand each other is narratively rewarding. The story plays with the tropes of cat and isekai manga to create something that feels familiar yet fresh. The pairing of an oversize and blundering cat with a curmudgeonly older woman with a past in heroism makes for several humorous situations. This will delight cat lovers and fans of stories like Frieren: Beyond Journey’s End."

9798888439494 Cat from Our World and the Forgotten Witch: 3 Kashiwaba, Hiro HS No reviews - continuation of a series (reviews listed are for book 1 of this series)
School Library Journal, 03/31/2024
Gr 7 Up—One world was saved, and in another, a cat died. Now, an elderly witch named Jeanne from the surviving universe summons the late cat as a guardian beast, only to get something she didn't quite expect: In true feline fashion, the cat Mew isn't exactly compliant. There is, however, one shared trait that grounds their developing bond—they are both lonely after loss. Madam Jeanne, once savior to the world, now lives as the isolated witch in the Forest of No Return. She watches as people hero-worship her youth while simultaneously ostracizing her current, unrecognizable self as a "creepy old woman." Between this and timely, interwoven flashbacks, readers come to understand her personality immediately. Mew also has their motivations solidly established. While it looks like current events will force the characters to confront their pasts, Kashiwaba also sets up a story of finding comfort in others once again. Her art sincerely portrays each moment's emotional beat through character expression, framing, and pacing. This includes the childlike actions of the tabby to the gruff woman's desperate summoning. Overall, this first volume has a good balance of warmth, regrets, and humor. VERDICT For those who enjoyed the series "Frieren: Beyond Journey's End" and are looking for something less bittersweet, this healing isekai manga of unlikely friendship is one to recommend.—Rachel Forbes Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 03/14/2024
Grades 7-12 - "An isekai manga for cat lovers, this is a tale with humor and heart. Once a great sorceress, Madam Jeanne now lives in isolation in the forest. When she summons Torata, a cat from our world, to be a Guardian Beast, the pair don’t quite hit it off. Neither Jeanne nor Torata entirely understands their new companion, but each of them comes with pain from the past, and that might wind up being what brings them together. Jeanne's reasons for escaping a world she once saved are heartbreaking, and the moment when Torata and Jeanne finally understand each other is narratively rewarding. The story plays with the tropes of cat and isekai manga to create something that feels familiar yet fresh. The pairing of an oversize and blundering cat with a curmudgeonly older woman with a past in heroism makes for several humorous situations. This will delight cat lovers and fans of stories like Frieren: Beyond Journey’s End."

9798891601734 Cat from Our World and the Forgotten Witch: 4 Kashiwaba, Hiro HS No reviews - continuation of a series (reviews listed are for book 1 of this series)
School Library Journal, 03/31/2024
Gr 7 Up—One world was saved, and in another, a cat died. Now, an elderly witch named Jeanne from the surviving universe summons the late cat as a guardian beast, only to get something she didn't quite expect: In true feline fashion, the cat Mew isn't exactly compliant. There is, however, one shared trait that grounds their developing bond—they are both lonely after loss. Madam Jeanne, once savior to the world, now lives as the isolated witch in the Forest of No Return. She watches as people hero-worship her youth while simultaneously ostracizing her current, unrecognizable self as a "creepy old woman." Between this and timely, interwoven flashbacks, readers come to understand her personality immediately. Mew also has their motivations solidly established. While it looks like current events will force the characters to confront their pasts, Kashiwaba also sets up a story of finding comfort in others once again. Her art sincerely portrays each moment's emotional beat through character expression, framing, and pacing. This includes the childlike actions of the tabby to the gruff woman's desperate summoning. Overall, this first volume has a good balance of warmth, regrets, and humor. VERDICT For those who enjoyed the series "Frieren: Beyond Journey's End" and are looking for something less bittersweet, this healing isekai manga of unlikely friendship is one to recommend.—Rachel Forbes Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 03/14/2024
Grades 7-12 - "An isekai manga for cat lovers, this is a tale with humor and heart. Once a great sorceress, Madam Jeanne now lives in isolation in the forest. When she summons Torata, a cat from our world, to be a Guardian Beast, the pair don’t quite hit it off. Neither Jeanne nor Torata entirely understands their new companion, but each of them comes with pain from the past, and that might wind up being what brings them together. Jeanne's reasons for escaping a world she once saved are heartbreaking, and the moment when Torata and Jeanne finally understand each other is narratively rewarding. The story plays with the tropes of cat and isekai manga to create something that feels familiar yet fresh. The pairing of an oversize and blundering cat with a curmudgeonly older woman with a past in heroism makes for several humorous situations. This will delight cat lovers and fans of stories like Frieren: Beyond Journey’s End."

979-87-656-7011-8 Chicago Sky Anderson, Josh HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction

978-0-525-51705-4 Chrysalis (Project Nemesis series, Bk. 3) Reichs, Brendan HS Limited reviews because this is the continuation of a series. I didn't realize, but other people in the district already have this ISBN actually.
Kirkus Reviews
Noah Livingston and Min Wilder navigate a life removed from the machine.Noah and Min (both presumably white) have led their classmates out of the Matrix-esque computer program that kept them alive through mankind's final days, but the hits keep on coming. Contact with a satellite group has been lost, the lake has mysteriously drained, and someone has destroyed their supplies. As tensions rise and bodies are buried, Min and Noah begin to believe that there may be more to this post-historic environment than meets the eye. Unfortunately, this is where the author's twisty, turny narrative starts to run out of steam. Instead of maintaining the breakneck pace that kept readers so engaged throughout the previous two installments, this trilogy capper coasts to the finish in its closing hundred pages. Noah and Min continue to be exciting protagonists, but their development is stalled as the series' final antagonists reveal themselves. The narrative ends nicely with one last twist that feels a bit silly but works despite itself, but readers may find themselves passively reading this tome rather than actively turning pages with glee. Regardless, the series as a whole remains a bright spot in contemporary YA fiction. A rousing examination of leadership, community, and humanity at large.A solid and satisfactory finale. (Thriller. 12-16)

978-1-250-35556-0 Codebreaker Martel, Jay HS
Kirkus Reviews (6/19/25)
In this debut, a young woman must traverse Washington, D.C., and decipher clues left by her fatherSeventeen-year-old Mia's globetrotting family has always been close, despite their busy lives. Her father, a history professor and cryptography specialist, has moved them around the world through his various jobs in academia; her mother's work as a freelance journalist focusing on "political unrest and social injustice" has also been well suited to travel. When her dad accepts a position at Georgetown University, the Hayes family returns to the States. Mia is trying to decide on college prospects when a night of unexpected violence upends her entire world. Set against a backdrop of fictional yet meaningfully realistic political unrest over societal wealth disparities, the story follows Mia as she finds herself on her own, trying to solve the clues in a scavenger hunt designed by her father that takes her across the city. Along the way, readers encounter ciphers that they can try to solve on their own. By chance, Mia meets Logan, a guy about her age who accompanies her through various twists and turns-and she must quickly decide whether she can trust him. The propulsive plot is peppered with their clever banter, which balances the weightier themes of social justice and Mia's sympathetic struggle with disillusionment as she suddenly makes disorienting discoveries. Mia and Logan present white.A smart, gripping thriller with engaging interactive elements. (content note, note to readers)(Thriller. 13-18)

School Library Journal (7/1/25)
Gr 8 Up— Mia Hayes's life has never been boring. As the daughter of a journalist and a renowned history professor, she has traveled the world. Each year, she spends her birthday solving the intricate puzzle games that her father creates, learning all she can about his passion for codes and ciphers. Adventure takes on a whole new meaning, however, when government agents arrive at her home, accusing her father of stealing something and shooting her mother in retaliation. This year, the stakes of Mia's scavenger hunt are higher than ever, as she seeks to uncover a government plot of deadly proportions. Author team Andy Bennett and Katy Helbacka debut under the Martel pen name with an exciting adventure that is a blend of National Treasure and The Inheritance Games , with a tame teen romance subplot. This uniquely engaging thriller features an interactive format which alerts readers when to pause and attempt to solve the puzzle themselves. The cast of characters is not overtly diverse; racial representation is ambiguous. Possible triggers include gun violence and death. VERDICT This book will appeal to tween and teen readers seeking an engrossing, adrenaline-packed mystery. Recommended for fans of Jennifer Lynn Barnes, Holly Jackson, and Kayvion Lewis.— Lauren Hackert

978-1-250-77802-4 Coffeeshop in an Alternate Universe Lee, C.B. HS
Kirkus Reviews (6/17/25)
The lives of two Los Angeles girls inhabiting different universes intersect, proving that love knows no boundsBrenda Nguyen has a 19-step plan to save the world. Kat Woo is haunted by her legacy as the chosen one, a role she has no interest in. Brenda, working on an environmental science college scholarship application, stumbles into Sammy's Coffee and Pick-Me-Ups, which Kat's family owns. As the girls get to know each other, Brenda at last finds someone who'll listen to her detailed plans, while Kat discovers she has something to look forward to. The girls, who alternate narrating the story, must defy the odds as their worlds begin to collide. As well as being a love story, this is an exploration of familial expectations: Kat is trying to outrun them, while Brenda is driven to fulfill hers. The girls, who are of Chinese and Vietnamese descent, respectively, complement each other: Brenda learns to live in the present, and Kat begins to look to the future. While there are pixie swarms and mana surges, the action takes a back seat to characterization. Lee's fully developed parallel worlds are alike in many ways, although in Kat's, you can buy teleportation spells at Target. The cast is rounded out by solid portrayals of the girls' friends and family, who are important to the plot.A charming cozy fantasy about defying expectations and finding love. (author's note, recommended reading)(Fantasy romance. 14-18)

School Library Journal (7/1/25)
Gr 8 Up— Brenda has her life planned out via a 19-step list titled "Brenda Nguyen's Ultimate Plan to Saving the World." She does not have time for things like dating. But then, in a rush to find some free Wi-Fi, she stumbles into a coffee shop and meets Kat, who is, unbeknownst to Brenda, not from the same universe. Where Brenda lives in a world with no magic, Kat lives in a very similar world that does. While Brenda dreams of saving the world from things like global warming, Kat wants to escape her destiny as the chosen one. When the two meet, there is an immediate connection. They, along with a group of devoted friends, must figure out how they can stay together and solve the mystery of the two parallel universes before the magical universe is destroyed. This is a standalone cozy fantasy with a sapphic romance. The story is paced fairly well and broken up with action and magic. There are some great humorous moments with a tiny dragon and a giant cat. Readers should take the time for the author's note, where Lee discusses that while the book is fantasy, it pulls from the real history of Chinese and Vietnamese immigrants coming to America (including Lee's own family). The cast is diverse. While the characters are older teens and there is romance, it does not move past kissing. Violence is pretty tame and there is no coarse language. VERDICT Great for fans of F.T. Lukens and those who enjoy cozy fantasy and standalones.— Hannah Pohl

9781634948616 College Football Championship All-Time Greats Streeter, Anthony HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction

9780300151176 The Comanche Empire Hamalainen, Pekka HS Limited reviews - standard nonfiction
Library Journal, 05/14/2008
The age-old concept of fierce Comanche warriors as a military impediment to the conquest of the Spanish American Southwest has a long and influential history (e.g., Rupert Norval Richardson's The Comanche Barrier to South Plains Settlement). Homoloinen (history, Univ. of California, Santa Barbara; ed., When Disease Makes History: Epidemics and Great Historical Turning Points) succeeds in introducing a new perspective on Southwestern history, mastering Spanish and Mexican historic resources to tell of a horse- and bison-based Comanche empire, Comancher¡a. He shows that the expansion and maintenance of Comanche range and trade networks between 1700 and 1875 occurred at the expense of other Indian nations and Spanish, Mexican, Texan, and American interests. Writing from intertwined ethnohistoric and Eurocentric views, the author credits this pastoral empire with New Spain/Mexico's steep loss of influence on the northern borderlands before the actual Mexican War of 1846-48 and argues that an appreciation of Comanche influence is needed to fully understand the history of the Southwest and Great Plains. Enthusiastically recommended for academic and public libraries.--Nathan E. Bender, Univ. of Idaho, Moscow Copyright 2008 Reed Business Information.

979-88-946901-2-4 Dallas Wings Hanlon, Luke HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction

978-0-8000-2837-4 Dear Evan Hansen Emmich, Val HS
Kirkus Reviews
Emmich (The Reminders, 2017) joins the team behind the Tony-winning musical to create this novel adaptation.Awkward high school senior Evan Hansen has zero friends and a debilitating mixture of depression and anxiety. As a coping mechanism, his therapist assigns him to write letters to himself to reframe his thinking. When one of those letters is found on the body of Connor Murphy, a loner classmate and brother of Evan's crush, Zoe, the Murphys assume that Connor addressed a suicide note to Evan and that the boys were secretly friends. Evan does nothing to dissuade this notion, and soon his lies build as he experiences belonging and acceptance for the first time. But as his anxiety winds ever tighter and others notice loopholes in his story, Evan begins to unravel as he fears exposure. Evan's first-person narration is simultaneously sympathetic and frustrating, female characters feel underdeveloped, and the story's representation of mental health issues is at times underwhelming. Inserted interludes of Connor's ghostly first-person, post-death perspective provide marginal insight into his character, although it is here that readers learn of Connor's fluid sexuality. Whether or not they've seen or listened to the musical, many readers will latch on to the story's message that "no one deserves to be forgotten." Evan presents as white, and other major characters are African-American and Latinx.Without the rich music and stage performance it's a middling story with themes better handled elsewhere; impeccably timed for the musical's national tour, however, teens will clamor to read it. (Fiction. 14-18)

School Library Journal (9/1/18)
Gr 9 Up-A novelization of the Tony award-winning Broadway musical of the same name. Evan Hansen, deeply lonely, anxious, and invisible to his peers, finds himself accidentally associated with the suicide of a classmate. The web of lies and truths and growth that comes from the original mistake changes Evan's life and many lives around his. Emmich, in collaboration with the playwright and song-writing team of the original musical, has pulled off a very successful translation from stage to page, helped by the fact that the core themes are classic YA materialheartfelt, morally ambiguous without being morally impossible, and tuning into the small connections and discoveries between teens. VERDICT An unpredictable and endearing take on some classic themes, this novel will especially appeal to fans of the show but will also be easily accessible to new audiences. Katya Schapiro, Brooklyn Public Library

978-0-593-48006-9 Death in the Jungle: Murder, Betrayal, and the Lost Dream of Jonestown Fleming, Candace HS
Starred Review ALA Booklist (4/3/25)
Starred Review Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple have remained a subject of fascination long after the horrifying, infamous events in Guyana in the 1970s, and Fleming brings her trademark deep research and thoughtful approach to this account of Jones' ascension and violent downfall. Working roughly chronologically, she begins with Jones' early life in the Midwest, the initial idea behind the Peoples Temple in Indiana, the opportunistic ways he used rhetoric of social justice and spirituality to attract followers, and the increasing paranoia and conspiratorial thinking that led him to uproot (and, in some cases, kidnap) his followers to Jonestown. Fleming focuses largely on Jones' increasingly unsettling behavior, but she clearly works hard to give voice to many survivors of Jonestown, allowing them to describe their own reasons for following Jones and how they have dealt with the aftermath. Notably, Fleming emphasizes that Jones' final violent act was not, as it is often assumed, the consenting suicide of almost 1,000 people; rather, she carefully notes the many documented dissents of his victims. It's inherently a gruesome story, but she does a skillful job of balancing the need to satisfy readers' curiosity about the details with empathetic attention paid to the survivors and their families. Teens fascinated by cults will find plenty of that here, but they'll also come away with a more nuanced understanding of a highly sensationalized historical event.

School Library Journal Starred, 02/28/2025
Gr 8 Up—Fleming tackles the harrowing story of the Jonestown massacre, at which over 900 people, one-third of whom were children, died in a mass murder-suicide at the direction of Peoples Temple cult leader Jim Jones in Guyana in 1978. She covers how by preaching racial equality and faith healing, Jones, a white, charismatic Pentecostal preacher, founded his church in a poor, segregated section of 1950s Indianapolis. His ministry quickly became popular, particularly among African Americans. Fearing nuclear attack, in 1965, he moved his church and followers to northern California, where he started a communal living compound. He soon expanded, amassing a few thousand followers who signed over everything from their property to even guardianship of their children. Some members became disillusioned, and a few managed to leave, but overall numbers grew. By the early 1970s, Jones renounced all religion, was an avowed socialist, and lived a drug-addicted, paranoid life, controlling every aspect of his followers' lives. In 1978, reports of financial misconduct and physical abuse led to a Congressional visit and the murder of visiting officials, the antecedent to Jones's order for "revolutionary suicide." Fleming's writing is riveting as she adeptly chronicles Jones's motivations, appeal, and downward spiral of his mental state while compassionately portraying the heartbreaking account of many victims. Extensive documentation shows her detailed research, including interviews with survivors interested in seeing their story told as a cautionary tale for young people. VERDICT Gripping and wrenching. A must for all libraries.—Karen T. Bilton Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-0-8000-5746-6 Divine Rivals Ross, Rebecca HS
Booklist, 03/14/2023
Grades 10-12 - "Iris Winnow is a journalist locked in a battle for columnist with newsroom rival Roman Kitt. Her mother is struggling with addiction, and her brother is missing at the front lines of a war between gods. Missing him deeply, she writes letters to no one—and, to her surprise, responses appear. Iris forges a deep connection with her secret correspondent, not knowing that the person she is falling in love with is actually her rival. When tragedy strikes, she goes to the front as a war correspondent, and Roman follows. This book, the first in the Iris at the Front series, is YA historical fiction with a touch of fantasy. Ross weaves the letters that Iris and Roman exchange into the account of their lives in the newsroom and at the front. The gods are a distant but encroaching presence in the story, which focuses primarily on the reality of everyday people at war. Stories of the gods are interspersed throughout the book, which will appeal to fans of mythology combined with everyday life as well as enemies-to-lovers romance."

School Library Journal, 02/28/2023
Gr 9 Up—Aspiring newspaper columnists at the Oath Gazette, Iris and Roman are competing for the same job. Circumstance has pushed Iris's family away, forcing her to stand alone on the edge of poverty, while Roman's wealthy father pulls the strings to every aspect of his life. When Iris tries to write a letter to her brother on the front lines, it gets magically redirected to Roman, who writes back anonymously. When the final threads tying her to the city of Oath are cut, Iris quits her job and heads to the war front to discover what's really happened to the soldiers who go missing there, including her brother. Ross paints a vivid historical picture with magic adding color to the worldbuilding without overtaking it. Iris is a heroine to root for as she braves the front lines, and Roman goes on his own journey towards independence; their characters are rich and well balanced in the first half of the novel, but once Iris goes to the front, Roman's perspective falls away. The budding romance feels lopsided as Roman holds all the power at the start of their relationship, as a well-educated man from a wealthy, influential family who knows who he's writing to. Reveals and secrets from Iris's investigation add more plotlines to set up the sequel, at the expense of a full arc. VERDICT More historical than fantasy, this is a rivals-to-lovers romance that requires a sequel to be satisfying. Consider purchasing for larger collections.—Emmy Neal Copyright 2023 Reed Business Information.

979-1259674760 Divini rivali Ross, Rebecca HS Italian translation of Divine Rivals. Reviews are from the English original
Booklist, 03/14/2023
Grades 10-12 - "Iris Winnow is a journalist locked in a battle for columnist with newsroom rival Roman Kitt. Her mother is struggling with addiction, and her brother is missing at the front lines of a war between gods. Missing him deeply, she writes letters to no one—and, to her surprise, responses appear. Iris forges a deep connection with her secret correspondent, not knowing that the person she is falling in love with is actually her rival. When tragedy strikes, she goes to the front as a war correspondent, and Roman follows. This book, the first in the Iris at the Front series, is YA historical fiction with a touch of fantasy. Ross weaves the letters that Iris and Roman exchange into the account of their lives in the newsroom and at the front. The gods are a distant but encroaching presence in the story, which focuses primarily on the reality of everyday people at war. Stories of the gods are interspersed throughout the book, which will appeal to fans of mythology combined with everyday life as well as enemies-to-lovers romance."

School Library Journal, 02/28/2023
Gr 9 Up—Aspiring newspaper columnists at the Oath Gazette, Iris and Roman are competing for the same job. Circumstance has pushed Iris's family away, forcing her to stand alone on the edge of poverty, while Roman's wealthy father pulls the strings to every aspect of his life. When Iris tries to write a letter to her brother on the front lines, it gets magically redirected to Roman, who writes back anonymously. When the final threads tying her to the city of Oath are cut, Iris quits her job and heads to the war front to discover what's really happened to the soldiers who go missing there, including her brother. Ross paints a vivid historical picture with magic adding color to the worldbuilding without overtaking it. Iris is a heroine to root for as she braves the front lines, and Roman goes on his own journey towards independence; their characters are rich and well balanced in the first half of the novel, but once Iris goes to the front, Roman's perspective falls away. The budding romance feels lopsided as Roman holds all the power at the start of their relationship, as a well-educated man from a wealthy, influential family who knows who he's writing to. Reveals and secrets from Iris's investigation add more plotlines to set up the sequel, at the expense of a full arc. VERDICT More historical than fantasy, this is a rivals-to-lovers romance that requires a sequel to be satisfying. Consider purchasing for larger collections.—Emmy Neal Copyright 2023 Reed Business Information.

9780807010952 Don't Wait: Three Girls Who Fought for Change and Won Kohli, Sonali HS
Booklist, 04/14/2024
Grades 7-12 - "Kohli, an award-winning L.A. journalist covering all things social justice, focuses her first book on the journeys of three young women of color as they become activists. Each teenager jumps into the life of a social justice leader after being affected by major issues: Nalleli lived across the street from an active oil well and suffers from serious health issues. Kahlila fights for the right to feel safe at school and joins the Black Lives Matter movement to defund the school police in L.A. Sonia starts interning with the ACLU to demand arts education in schools. The book is a well of inspiration, pulling interviews and quotes from well-known leaders like Angela Davis and young activists like Kari Malkki, who brings restorative justice to the movement for prison abolition in Oakland. Each chapter also ends with discussion questions to help readers discover what issues are most important to them, serving as a guidebook and maintenance manual. An essential purchase for California libraries and for budding activists looking for inspiration and guidance."

Kirkus Review, 04/14/2024
A journalist profiles three young women of color whose activism has reshaped their communities. Kohli has spent her career reporting on youth activism. She writes, “The reality is that as teenagers you are powerful; you’re also not saviors and shouldn’t be tasked with the burden of saving the world.” In the pages that follow, Kohli traces the trajectories of three young women whose accomplishments would be impressive at any age. Mexican and Colombian American teen Nalleli Cobo, for example, worked with her mother to successfully shut down a toxic oil field in her neighborhood that devastated community members’ health, as well as her own—at the age of 19, she was diagnosed with cancer. Sonia Patel Banker, an Indian American choir singer, fought to bring arts education to California’s public schools. Kahlila Williams, the founder of her school’s Black Student Union, helped facilitate the reduction of the Los Angeles School Police Department budget. In addition to documenting the ups and downs of these teens’ organizing, the author includes a series of discussion questions intended to help readers apply what they’re reading to their own lives and, by extension, their own potential activism. Kohli’s curiosity, compassion, and strong journalistic instincts combine to create a narrative voice that’s both engaging and insightful. Her writing not only honors her subjects’ strength but also demystifies the process of creating community change. Empowering portraits of a diverse set of young women who have changed their worlds. (author’s note, endnotes, photo credits) (Nonfiction. 12-18)

978-0-593-53311-6 The Encanto's Curse Melissa de la Cruz HS
Kirkus Reviews
Time is running out for the cursed ruler of Biringan in this follow-up toThe Encanto's Daughter (2024)In the months following her coronation as queen, MJ Robertson-Rodriguez still struggles to control her magical powers as an encanto and to fully adapt to her royal role. She's heartbroken over ex-boyfriend Lucas Invierno, her protector and the boy she still loves, who's officially engaged to the unpleasant Amador Oscura, his childhood friend and MJ's nemesis. Thankfully, MJ has her closest friend, Nix, by her side, but she finds herself trying to prevent a war when Crown Prince Qian of Jade Mountain, Nix's monster-hunting brother, unexpectedly arrives at Biringan and demands that his sister return home immediately. However unfortunate all these circumstances are for MJ, the most troubling issue at hand is the news that a manananggal, a terrifying vampirelike monster, is terrorizing the kingdom at night. Meanwhile, MJ is haunted by nightmares in which she hungers for flesh. Her discovery of an ancestor who was similarly afflicted requires MJ to choose between her heart's deepest desires and breaking a terrifying curse. The lush backdrop, infused with Philippine folklore, sets this fantasy series with a racially diverse cast apart. The horror elements are also well executed, but MJ's passionate romance with Lucas and a potential love triangle fall flat due to weak characterization.A rousing sequel that's stronger in its fantasy than its romance aspects. (map)(Fantasy. 13-18)

School Library Journal (5/1/25)
Gr 7 Up— After claiming the throne of the kingdom of Biringan, MJ is still learning how to be queen. Her efforts to play politics and mend her broken heart as her ex Lucas prepares to marry his childhood friend—and MJ's nemesis—are complicated by the appearance of a vampire-like force attacking the countryside. MJ tries to get to the bottom of a curse that grows stronger with the approaching full moon while sorting out her feelings for Lucas and her growing attraction to Prince Qian, a love triangle that never feels fully developed. As MJ and her friends get closer to answers, she has to decide how to reconcile what she knows to be right with what she must do to protect her country. VERDICT A strong conclusion to a fantasy duology inspired by Filipino folklore that brings much needed representation to the genre.

978-0-8000-7884-3 The Encanto's Daughter Melissa de la Cruz HS
ALA Booklist (10/7/24)
Launching a new series inspired by Filipino mythology, de la Cruz dabbles once more in magic and fantasy. MJ Rodriguez is half encanto and half human, the only child of the powerful King Vivencio of the Sirena Court of Biringan. When her father dies, MJ begrudgingly leaves the human world to assume the throne in Biringan, now in turmoil. There she is met with opposition due to her mixed lineage and suspects her father may have been murdered. The high-pressure political intrigue is counterbalanced by a well-written romance between MJ and a charming knight, Sir Lucas, who fall for each other during their quest to uncover who put a deadly curse on MJ's father. Readers will connect with MJ's struggle to overcome barriers created by those who do not want her to succeed as ruler, who shun her rather than celebrate her differences. Family betrayal, court politics, magic, mythology, and romance blend into an irresistible tale that will sweep readers off their feet, happy in the knowledge that a sequel is already in the works.

Kirkus Review, 01/14/2024
The heir apparent to a fairy-realm kingdom must ascend the throne after her father dies. Half-human/half-encanto Maria Josephina “MJ” Robertson-Rodriguez, who’s been hiding in the human world of Southern California with her mortal mother, is confronted by magical beings, who announce that her father, King Vivencio Basilio of the Sirena Court, is dead, and that she’s in danger. MJ is taken to Biringan, “the hidden fairy realm of the Philippine islands,” and she soon realizes that no amount of schooling by her mother or correspondence from her father could have prepared her for its magical vastness—or the political disarray threatening her succession. As her queenly coronation looms, she attends the Biringan Academy of Noble Arts (where not even her peers from other kingdoms can be trusted), participates in council meetings with other royals (who question her ability to rule), and anxiously waits for her magical powers to manifest. MJ also investigates the late king’s death, aided by new friend Phoenix “Nix” Xing (a fellow hapcanto) and unlikely ally Sir Lucas Invierno—and discovers a dark magic that could claim her life next. From the quirky nicknames to the terrifying mambabarangs, or witches, de la Cruz’s latest is rich in Filipino culture and mythology. MJ’s rapid acceptance as ruler of a magical kingdom that she left as a toddler is somewhat unconvincing, but the plot-driven story will please readers seeking constant action. A promising, culturally rich, Filipino-infused fantasy series opener. (map) (Fantasy. 13-18)

978-0-593-85587-4 Everything Is Poison McCullough, Joy HS
Starred Review ALA Booklist (1/14/25)
Starred Review In seventeenth-century Campo Marzio, Rome, 16-year-old Carmela Tofana is eager to finally be an apprentice to her mother. Carmela has always had a desire to learn everything about the apothecary, whether it's potion making or assisting others, despite the fact that townspeople call her mother a witch. However, there is a poison that resides amongst the women of Campo Marzio: men that roam the earth or live in their homes, dealing them mental and physical harm. As Carmela immerses herself into the work, she begins to witness the kind of "help" the Tofana Apothecary employees offer: appalling methods to aid battered women from these poisons. One night, believing she is helping a woman in need, Carmela's brashness causes her mother to go into seclusion, forcing Carmela to run the store and fully comprehend the true, venomous realities of the world. Acclaimed author and playwright McCullough exquisitely reimagines her play La Tofana's Poison Emporium into a historical teen novel that smoothly mixes in Italian history. Fans of McCullough's Blood Water Paint (2018) will be enthralled to delve into another story that includes interspersed verse on the subject of "giving women a choice over what happens to their bodies." A must-read for those who embrace the Too movement.

School Library Journal Starred Review (1/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Returning to the prose and poetry style of Blood Water Paint , McCullough delivers another rich historical in 17th century Rome, here following an aspiring apothecary. Carmela Tofana, 16, has been waiting her whole life to join the staff of her mother's apothecary and help prove to the town that they aren't witches who help women murder their husbands. Once she's in the workroom, she learns that very occasionally her mother does exactly that, as well as providing vital medical care beyond the traditional remedies found in an apothecary—such as abortifacients. When her actions in the apothecary nearly bring everything down, forcing her mother to flee execution, Carmela is left to take on the title of La Tofana and save the apothecary she loves so dearly. Beautifully constructed with excellent pacing, McCullough's lyricism shines through her characters as they navigate a treacherous world. Third person scenes in the apothecary are interspersed with poetry from the townsfolk, giving the story a rich rhythm and realism about an often ignored period in YA historical fiction. Carmela grapples with grief and loneliness in her mother's absence, creating a community in the wake of disaster while highlighting the realities of domestic violence and lengths women are forced to under the patriarchy. In this novel, set in the same world as Blood Water Paint , McCullough has again found a real historical figure to breathe to life. Cast is cued white. VERDICT An important and necessary purchase for all collections.— Emmy Neal

978-1-665-92126-8 Fake Skating Painter, Lynn HS
School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 9 Up—Dani and Alec are childhood besties who only saw each other the summer Dani visited her grandparents in Minneapolis. The last time Dani saw Alec was in middle school, right before the falling out between her parents and Grandpa Mick. Her dad's job in the Air Force caused her family to move all around the country and the world. Her parents never had the perfect marriage, but their divorce has Dani reeling, and suddenly they are moving away from their last station in Germany, all the way back to Minnesota to live with her grandpa. Alec has changed a lot since the last time Dani saw him. No longer is he the short, awkward nerd that she remembers. He is an over six-foot-tall hockey god, beloved by the masses. A huge misunderstanding soon puts them in a compromising position, only fixed by Dani pretending to be Alec's new girlfriend. True to the title, this book follows the fake dating trope to a T. Told in alternating chapters from both Dani and Alec's perspectives, the mystery of why Dani and Alec lost touch with each other is not revealed until the end of the book. This is a feel-good rom-com that accurately portrays the insecurity, complexity, and earnest sweetness of a high school relationship. VERDICT While seemingly formulaic at times, what good romance novel isn't? Give this one to any lover of the genre.—Sara Brunkhorst Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 08/31/2025
When star hockey player Alec Barczewskiâ€™s estranged childhood friend, Dani Collins, moves to town, they end up in a mutually beneficial fake-dating relationship that reignites old feelings. Following her parentsâ€™ divorce, Dani and her mom move in with Daniâ€™s hockey legend grandfather in Southview, Minnesota, where she spent a month every summer as a child and where her friendship with Alec grew. Between visits, the two were pen pals, but they eventually fell out of touch. Despite some tensions over their loss of friendship, the high school seniors reconnect. Desperate to get off Harvardâ€™s waitlist, Dani needs another extracurricular activity, while Alecâ€”whose reputation took a hit when a photo of him holding a bong appeared on social mediaâ€”is eager to improve his tarnished image for NHL scouts. The pair strike a deal: Theyâ€™ll fake date, making Alec look like a stable guy whose academically gifted girlfriend is related to hockey royalty, and in exchange, heâ€™ll get Dani a team manager position that will catch the eye of Harvardâ€™s admissions officers. Eventually, complicated feelings about their past, stressful family relationships, and their brewing romance boil over. Romance fans will love the deliciously tension-filled scenes between Alec and Dani, who are believable friends with heavy demands weighing on them. They feel like real teenagers, and readers will enjoy rooting for them as the well-paced story unfolds. Main characters present white. A compelling romance inhabited by complex and appealing characters. (Romance. 14-18)

978-1-534-34033-6 Family Force V Braly, Matt HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (4/1/25)
Gr 7 Up— Maise Shiraki never asked to be part of the family business—she was born into it. Long before her birth, demonic-looking aliens called the Mazoku invaded Earth. In response, an interstellar traveler trained five young Japanese siblings, granting them powers and abilities to fight back. But as years passed with no clear victor, the siblings went their separate ways, and their descendants continued the battle. Maise, however, would rather pursue her passion for illustration than fight aliens or uphold her family's legacy. Often late and neglectful in assisting her parents and twin siblings in their battles, she struggles with her role. But when her father is killed in an attack, she is left with overwhelming guilt and uncertainty about where she belongs. This blend of manhwa-style art and a superhero-origin story has the makings of an exciting new YA series. Readers will root for Maise as she navigates obstacles that challenge her place within the family. While the characters are well-developed, they sometimes fall into familiar archetypes. However, the vibrant artwork, bold colors, and action-packed scenes will capture the interest of even the most reluctant readers. VERDICT An explosive start to a promising new series that deserves a place on library shelves.— Esther Keller

Kirkus Reviews
A teen compelled by her family legacy to defend the planet from aliens tries to figure out what she wantsAfter an alien invasion in Tokyo, the Moon Computer named five Japanese siblings Moon Troopers, warriors provided with powers to defend our planet. As time passed and the alien battle spread globally, this fight for human survival became a regular occurrence-Rainbow Alerts on phones warned people to steer clear of combat areas. The original Moon Troopers set up branches in different countries, and their descendants carried on the family role. Growing up in Los Angeles, 15-year-old Maise Shiraki isn't an ordinary girl, much as she'd like to be. Her family-Japanese American dad, Thai American mom, and 12-year-old twin siblings, Axl and Alex-are Moon Troopers, and together, they're stronger. It's too bad that these days Maise's not very interested in all this family togetherness. But when a new creature emerges, stronger than they've ever known before, and its arrival culminates in a devastating tragedy, Maise is forced to face her fears and decide who she wants to be. Braly's story features engaging family dynamics, and Maise's emotionally compelling arc of self-discovery and self-exploration make her a sympathetic main character. Well-fleshed-out side characters have their own agendas and internal conflicts. Lin's dynamic full-color art flows exceptionally well, evoking different feelings through contrasting spreads. The occasional inclusion of Japanese and Thai script adds to the immersive experience.An action-packed adventure that's full of heart. (character guide)(Graphic science fiction. 12-18)

978-1-338-57320-6 The Family I'm In Flake, Sharon HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (4/1/25)
Gr 7 Up —John-John isn't quite like other boys his age. A self-described nerd, he's into archery and Star Wars , and he's the only boy in book club. He's never been on a date or kissed a girl, a source of distress for him and even more so for his dad, Big John, a neighborhood personality who runs a successful salvage business and constantly pressures his son to be more like him. Many characters will be familiar to readers of Flake's previous companion novels, The Skin I'm In and The Life I'm In . But the focus here is on John-John, or John as he now prefers, a high school junior living with his divorced mom, and friend Caleb, who is struggling to help his family escape eviction following his dad's disabling aneurysm. John has a lot going on: static with his dad's new wife, a desperate crush on classmate Ashley (whose conservative mother won't allow her to date or talk to boys on the phone), mounting tension with Caleb around family stress, his fruitless attempts to find a date for the junior prom. A carjacking incident and misplaced attempt to stand up for themselves leads the boys to a nearly catastrophic climax. All significant characters are Black. The narration by John-John frequently incorporates African American Vernacular English, giving a colloquial immediacy to the story. VERDICT A deeply moving portrayal of contemporary teens living complex lives with dignity and courage, this should find a home in any library serving middle and high schoolers.—Bob Hassett

ALA Booklist (5/1/25)
Flake returns to the world of The Skin I'm In (1998) to bring an update on the lives of Maleeka, Char, Caleb, and John. Told from the perspective of John, we find each character navigating high school and the growing pains associated with the events of the past books. John is looking for his first girlfriend and trying to navigate the relationship with his father and stepfamily. Caleb is taking on multiple jobs to keep his family afloat while also taking care of his ailing father. Maleeka is trying to create her own newspaper, and Char is preparing to spend a summer with her grandparents. While the four of them have formed a close friendship, past events still leave scars that each character eventually must deal with. John's coming of age will particularly resonate with young Black boys who are trying to figure out their place in the world. Fans of the previous books will devour this new addition to the series. An excellent purchase for young adult collections.

979-83-687-4978-5 Five Nights at Freddy's: Tales from the Pizzaplex (Graphic Novel) Cawthon, Scott HS
School Library Journal, 04/30/2025
Gr 7 Up—The "Five Nights at Freddy's" franchise brings another set of tales of terror in this three-story collection. Birthday girl Maya finds out why exploring a closed attraction at Freddy Fazbear's Mega Pizzaplex is a bad idea; Aiden learns what happens when you get lost in the tube maze; and Grady really shouldn't be alone with Ballora, especially not in her Fitness and Flex area. Whether it's a video game, a novel, a feature-length film, or a graphic novel, "Five Nights at Freddy's" brings jump-scare-level horror and creepiness to all its releases. VERDICT Freddy Fazbear and all his animatronic friends will keep eager horror readers and fans of the series up all night. Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 01/14/2025
In graphic versions of three previously published episodes, the “extreme family fun” offered at Freddy Fazbear’s Mega Pizzaplex runs to dismemberment and attacks by blob monsters. Graphic in format but not—disappointingly, perhaps, to some readers—visual content, the tales feature mostly offstage carnage and rely heavily for their impact on suggestion and sound effects. In “Under Construction,” Maya has a Sweet 16 party with friends. They venture into in an augmented reality arcade that’s not quite ready for visitors, which she leaves (or so she thinks), only to find that people around her are dying of cancer and being replaced by hordes of weirdly blobby, pinkish, veined claylike figures. In the other stories, robots become gruesomely insistent on helping two young visitors lost in a maze, and a Pizzaplex workman named Grady gets caught in a series of looping tunnels meant for small children. The horrific consequences are visible as largely discreet splashes of gore. Maya’s extensive grief and a childhood experience of being locked in a closet that left Grady deeply cleithrophobic stir in some psychodrama, but the main appeal here can be summed up by the closing panel, which contains nothing but a bone-crunching “SPLURCH.” The art, though drawn and colored by a different set of artists for each story, has a consistent look throughout, and features a human cast that presents as racially diverse. Expertly crafted, with most of the gory details left to the imagination. (Graphic horror. 12-16)

978-0-593-61799-1 The Flip Side Walz, Jason HS
School Library Journal (3/1/25)
Gr 8 Up —After his best friend dies from cancer, Theo experiences his world turning upside down, literally, in this brooding supernatural tale about surviving loss. Theo wakes up the day following his friend Evan's funeral to discover that Earth's gravity has reversed, sending everything that's not secured to the ground falling through the dark red sky and floating out into space. The only other survivor in this desolate world is Emma, a standoffish girl with self-harm scars on her arms, who reluctantly shows Theo how to survive this topsy-turvy reality she dubs "The Flip Side." The two main characters are multifaceted and likable, each with a dark sense of humor and emotional vulnerabilities they must share if they are to find solace in one another. Walz's illustrations are detailed and sometimes surreal, yet the action is always clear. The panels are at their most cinematic when characters traverse the Flip Side, silhouetted against the blazing red sky and falling debris. Taunting, shape-shifting monsters chase the teens and propel the plot forward, but they are a little too bloblike to be truly frightening. Instead, the chills come from the vertigo-inducing action where Theo and Emma are one misstep or snapped rope away from an endless fall into the abyss. Theo is Latinx, Emma is white, and Evan is Black. VERDICT This dizzying adventure through loneliness and grief will be devoured by readers looking for something provocative and eerie.—Jon Stevens

Kirkus Reviews
Theo, reeling from his best friend Evan's recent death from cancer, finds the world literally flipped upside downAmid the chaos of a topsy-turvy world, with his phone battery at 1%, Theo receives a mysterious warning text: "Don't let it in." He's utterly alone until he finds Emma, a fellow survivor who's living with multiple mental and physical health diagnoses. She's named this world, where she's been isolated for a long time, the Flip Side. Emma is determined to help Theo escape from the monster that's chasing them. She asserts that "the only way to survive is to give up hope," but nevertheless, the young people's friendship brings hope to them both. The Flip Side is a truly sinister place, with labyrinthine cityscapes and apocalyptic colors. Details, such as the grotesque body of the shape-shifting monster, which is born of negative emotions, effectively convey the nightmarish tone, and bold black lines enhance the well-paced action. The intriguing premise and striking visual representation convey lessons about depression and grief. Evan, who appears in flashback scenes, feels less like his own person than an impetus for Theo's growth, however. Elements such as the struggle for people to acknowledge grief over a friend and Theo's relationship with Emma (who has a difficult personality and problems too profound for him to understand) add interest. Theo is cued Latine, Emma reads white, and Evan has brown skin and Afro-textured hair.Imaginative horror meets honesty about emotional pain. (content note, author's note)(Graphic supernatural. 12-18)

978-0-593-65061-5 A Forgery of Fate Lim, Elizabeth HS
Kirkus Reviews (5/1/25)
Lim blends "Beauty and the Beast" with Chinese folklore in her wondrous new tale set in the same world as her Six Crimson Cranes seriesAfter Baba, her father, is lost at sea, Truyan Saigas turns to art forgery to support her mother and two sisters. But Tru's efforts to make ends meet aren't enough, and gangsters threaten to take away her sisters if their mother's gambling debts aren't paid. When the authorities come to arrest Tru for her crimes, she escapes-and then encounters Elang, a cursed half-dragon, half-human prince. He offers a deal she can't refuse: If she marries him and helps him dethrone his tyrannical grandfather, the Dragon King, he'll ensure that she and her family are safe and debt-free and help her get answers to her father's disappearance. After they're officially bound in a loveless marriage, Tru enters Ai'long, a magical underwater realm where she's guarded by turtles, befriends merfolk, and, with the aid of a hot-tempered water demon, masters her gift of Sight (an ability to see glimpses of the future) through painting. The inevitable romance is enhanced by a beautifully rendered subaqueous backdrop and beguiling folkloric elements. In this fantasy Chinese world, Tru's blue hair is evidence of her Balardan heritage on her father's side, a trait regarded as "a damning sight"; but being visibly different motivates her to be independent and self-loving.An adventurous and romantic addition to the genre. (map)(Fantasy. 12-18)

School Library Journal (5/1/25)
Gr 7 Up— This inspired retelling of Beauty and the Beast traps a reluctant con artist in an underwater kingdom with a dragon lord determined to destroy the gods. Truyan's father disappeared at sea and her mother has drowned their family in gambling debts, leaving Tru to try and keep them afloat by forging paintings. She is excellent at it, but her true talent emerges with a prickling of her fingertips, and in those moments, she can paint the future—and that future always comes true. When her mother is threatened by a gang to pay off all her debts by midnight or lose her daughters, Tru's attempts to save her family throw her into the path of the dragon lord Elang. Cold and driven by his own goals, Elang will pay her family's debts and set them up for life if Tru marries him and helps infiltrate his grandfather the Dragon King's inner circle. Tru's power to paint the future has never been so perilous as the future they're aiming for commits treason against the gods. Lim has a special talent for creating engaging characters, and Tru's empathy and wit make her a delight to follow. The romance is a yearning slow-burn, full of tension as Lim balances Tru's clairvoyance with the mystery of how the future comes to be. While readers might wish for deeper descriptions of the underwater world, the pacing and plot are exceptional. VERDICT Hand to readers who like the ache of slow-burn romance and the whimsy of fairy tales. Highly recommended for all collections.— Emmy Neal

9780310158202 Future Millionaires: Get a Jumpstart on Your Financial Success Rodgers, Rachel HS
School Library Journal, 04/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—This well-organized, inspirational book delivers an engaging and highly accessible road map to financial success for young people. Writing in a conversational tone, Rodgers speaks directly to marginalized groups, including women, people of color, the LGBTQIA+ community, and disabled individuals, encouraging them to take control of their financial futures. The book is divided into two sections. The first part focuses on the mindset shift necessary to become a millionaire, emphasizing decision-making, setting boundaries, and surrounding yourself with supportive people. The second half provides a step-by-step approach to making and managing money, offering guidance on entering the workforce, side hustles, investing, and eliminating debt. Throughout, the author shares her own struggles, making her advice relatable. Interactive features like "Try It" activities, charts, lists, and linked worksheets keep readers engaged, while examples of successful female entrepreneurs serve as insight and inspiration. The book also challenges self-sabotaging thoughts and reframes negative beliefs about money, reinforcing the importance of self-care and long-term planning. However, the book's heavy reliance on contemporary trends means that some parts already feel outdated, especially with references to TikTok, specific banking services, investment strategies, and DEI initiatives in the workplace. Despite this, Rodgers's overall message of investing in yourself, building wealth, and using money to make a difference is informative and motivating. VERDICT An interesting and well-structured guide for young readers looking to build wealth and break free from financial limitations, though future editions may need periodic updates to keep up with evolving financial trends and political policies.—Lynne Stover Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 03/31/2025
For young self-starters eager to become well-off, a successful Black entrepreneur and financial podcaster offers a pep talk and a program. In this conversational, approachable guide, Rodgers presents a mix of practical guidelines and attitude adjustment techniques that, she claims, will make that Million Dollar Dream a reality in about 12 years, which is the average for entrepreneurs. Her advice about the nuts and bolts of budgeting, saving, mutual fund investing, and the like is solid, if standard issue. The secret sauce, she insists, is learning how to change negative Zero Dollar thinking, expectations, and decision-making. Her approach blends easily absorbed slogans (“You’re not broke, you’re pre-rich”) and valuable insights (“the riches are in the niches”) with the broader principle that having money “is not about the money,” but about using it to make one’s own and others’ lives better, helping to “create the world you actually want to live in.” Much of the content may seem wildly optimistic, but the author doesn’t downplay the amount of labor that will be required—and she stands as proof that her approach works. Crucially, Rodgers also doesn’t shy away from acknowledging that “studies show that banking policies are sexist and racist” and that queer, disabled, and other marginalized people face real barriers, lending her advice, as someone who succeeded despite these odds, more credibility. Each chapter closes with a summary of major points, and the book’s website contains supplementary worksheets. Upbeat and persuasive. (100 ways to make money, resources, endnotes) (Nonfiction. 14-18)

978-0-8000-6099-2 Gather Cadow, Kenneth HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (9/1/23)
Family matters; friends, both two- and four-legged, help too.The story opens with Ian Gray's Aunt Terry bustling around the house in anticipation of his mom's return home from the hospital, just a week before Thanksgiving. In bits and pieces, readers learn that Mom struggles with addiction. Through this and all the subsequent challenges Ian faces, a stray dog who has wandered out of the woods adjoining his backyard becomes his anchor and steady best friend. He names the large, galumphing stray Gather. Ian recollects spending a lot of time with crusty Gramps, who liked to hunt. Mom makes a slow recovery, landing a job and a boyfriend. Between school, family, and friends, Ian's world is heavily populated. Cadow's debut novel portrays a challenging coming-of-age in rural Vermont with warmth, humor, and insight. Ian observes the turmoil that surrounds him with bewilderment and deadpan humor. At one point, after a potentially dangerous incident, he remarks, "Obviously I made it since I'm telling you about it." Cadow captures Ian's engaging naÃ¯veté, which is tempered by a survivor's unflappability and a blossoming sense of irony. The novel has the flavor of a collection of linked stories, boosted by snappy chapter titles: "What You Come Across and What You Do with It" is a reminiscence about a fishing trip and a found jackknife but also reflects Ian's philosophy of life. Main characters read white.A heartfelt novel about the challenges of youth and the value of community. (Fiction. 13-18)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 10/31/2023
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* The dog, obviously a stray and big as a house, appears out of the blue. Sixteen-year-old Ian knows immediately that he wants to adopt him, although his mother says no, they can’t afford it. True, for Ian’s father has deserted them, while his mother has been fired from her job as she fights an opioid addiction. Ian won’t take that no for an answer, though, and winds up keeping the dog, whom he names Gather. Ian is a country kid living on the last 10 acres of what was once his family’s 300-acre Vermont farm. He is preternaturally resourceful and can do anything with his hands, having learned these skills from his beloved Gramps. His life is not atypical—he’s a sophomore in high school, where he’s sometimes in trouble, and has a girlfriend named Sylvia—until he's confronted with a tragedy that tests his resources and his love for Gather. Cadow’s first novel is, in a word, superb. The wonderfully empathic characters are fully realized, their reality enhanced by numerous flashbacks that provide context and dimensionality. The Vermont setting is deeply evocative, as is Ian’s memorable voice, through which the captivating story is told. Arguably one of the finest novels of the year."

978-0-7804-5141-4 Genesis (Project Nemesis series, Bk. 2) Reichs, Brendan HS
School Library Journal, 02/28/2018
Gr 8 Up—In the sequel to Nemesis, this entry has alternating chapters from the perspectives of the two main characters: Min, a strong female protagonist, and Noah, the anxious and complicated love interest. In this second installment, readers see Noah coming into his own as the teenagers trapped in Project Nemesis battle one another to stay alive. They are being held in a simulation of their town, Fire Lake, where one must kill the other in order to survive. The characters understand they are playing a dangerous game, but to what end? There are several intense moments and a significant number of deaths. As the plot unfolds, readers will learn about the Guardian, his real role in the project, and who he is in relation to the main characters. The events that move the plot forward are a little repetitive, and the story drags at times but Reichs's writing style and portrayal of the two main characters keep the story exciting. Everything picks back up toward the conclusion and there are several unexpected twists and revelations for the characters. Min and Noah experience extraordinary character development, and readers of the first book in the trilogy will no doubt be intrigued. VERDICT An exciting sequel that will delight young science fiction readers with its video game—esque story line.—Nancy Jo Lambert, Reedy High School, Frisco, TX Copyright 2018 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 12/14/2017
In Nemesis (2017), 16-year-old Min learned how the strange events punctuating her life and those of her classmates in their small Idaho town, have something to do with the inoculations they received as children. Now, that realization is multiplied by 100 as the teens are caught in a Matrix-like web, isolated, and pitted against one another, with death inevitable and, in some cases, desirable. Nemesis was a page-turner, and Genesis has plenty of fevered action and startling surprises, especially as the book nears its conclusion. The number of students roaming around the valley and the repetition of events weighs things down; though, to be fair, part of the book’s premise is kids getting killed and coming back to life. Reichs uses the now time-tested convention of one girl adored by two boys, but even this gets not one but two unexpected twists. Fans of the first book will certainly want to read this and look forward to the trilogy’s conclusion.

978-0-316-48131-1 Glorious Rivals Barnes, Jennifer Lynn HS No reviews - continuation of a series (reviews listed are for book 1 of this series)
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (3/4/25)
Like the crack of a starter pistol, this thrilling series opener set in the world of the Inheritance Games thrusts competitors into the Grandest Game, an unpredictable, cutthroat, and life-changing contestAvery Grambs, heir to Tobias Hawthorne's fortune, and the Hawthorne brothers, Tobias' grandsons, invite seven challengers to gather on a remote private island to compete in the second annual contest-this time with $26 million at stake. Gigi, Lyra, Rohan, Brady, Knox, Savannah, and Odette, each of whom is determined to win at all costs, travel to Hawthorne Island. Naturally, the money is a draw, but the players also have personal motivations. This year's competition has a surprise twist: The players will be divided into teams and forced to work with their rivals in order to progress. With the deadline only about 12 hours away, the clock is ticking. Each player's secrets are revealed and their relationships are tested as they race to solve the puzzles and escape the mansion before dawn. In this entry, Barnes recalls the magic of her original series, extending the excitement with inventive plot twists, compelling romantic tension, and fresh mysteries. Snappy, clever dialogue and memorable, well-drawn characters strengthen the work. The author also explores weighty social, economic, and mental health issues, imbuing the games with gravitas. Most protagonists present white; Brady is cued Black, Odette reads Latine, and brown-skinned Rohan's name signals South Asian heritage.A fast-paced, high-stakes page-turner that's sure to please new and returning fans alike.(Thriller. 14-18)

978-1-36809-742-0 Gradchanted Matson, Morgan HS
Kirkus Review, 02/28/2025
A teen’s Disneyland graduation celebration leads to reliving the same experiences until she discovers how to change the path she’s on. Cass Issac, a recent graduate of Harbor Cove High, has attended 16 schools, making her a pro at goodbyes. Three weeks before graduation, her dads (who run a house-flipping business) announced that they’ll be moving to Oregon, making Disney Grad Nite her last in California. Cass has learned it’s best to leave when things are “at their peak,” so she doesn’t tell her best friend, Bryony Tsai, the news, choosing instead to focus on making the party an epic final memory. But once they’re inside Disney’s California Adventure, nothing goes the way Cass planned. Despite a meet-cute and instant connection with cute British bass player Freddie Sharma from boy band Eton Mess, Cass tries to flee after coming face-to-face with angry friends she’s ghosted. Cass’ wish to have “a chance to do things over and make things right” thrusts her into a time loop. The Disney backdrop is as important as the characters, with each iteration of the time loop feeling like an ode to a restaurant, ride, or character. Despite some entertaining moments and the meaningful central message of appreciating the time we have and the people in our lives, Cass’ slow growth makes the reading experience monotonous, impeding readers’ connection with the characters. Cass presents white, and the supporting cast contains ethnic diversity. A plodding tale with some enjoyable highlights. (Romance. 12-18)

School Library Journal, 02/28/2025
Gr 9 Up—Cass is an expert at ghosting. Having been through 16 schools because of her dads' renovation business, she finds cutting ties easier than keeping in touch. As her parents get ready to move again, Cass plans to ghost once more after the Grad Nite celebration in Disneyland. However, the night soon turns disastrous, and Cass's escape plan sours when she's thrown into a time loop, forced to relive Grad Nite over and over. Can she find her way out, or will Cass be stuck perpetually facing her worst fears? Matson pens the second in her Disney Parks romance set with a teen stuck in her own personal Groundhog Day. While the initial build up through the first time loop can drag, once the loops begin, there are plenty of moments that are fun to read. Cass's relatability to some teens may waver as piecing together what may stop the loop, through her interactions with love interest Freddie, reveals that the central communication conflict was easily solvable. The creative way Cass helps those around her is well managed, if somewhat predictable, by the time the last loop is happening. Secondary characters, while interesting, lack development beyond their introductions. Cass reads white and Freddie is cued as South Asian. VERDICT A secondary purchase where Disney lovers of the communication breakdown trope abound.—Emily Walker Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-1-63715-638-4 Hey, Mary! Wheeler, Andrew HS
Booklist, 03/31/2025
Grades 8-12 - "What does the Bible say about queer people? How about the Catholic Church? What would Jesus or his mother, Mary, think? How different are the answers to these questions? These are some of thoughts plaguing Mark, a teen struggling with his sexuality and the guilt imparted by his religious upbringing. Over the course of this beautifully detailed book, the reader meets various individuals in Mark’s life who share their views with him: Luka, Mark's school friend (and maybe something more) expresses his anger and dismissal of the church. Nonbinary shop assistant Jojo complicates biblical stories with their drag show recounting the love between figures like Naomi and Ruth. And new priest Father Theo describes the patient, slow push for institutional change. Hickman's expressive artwork reinforces the religious themes not only in garment details of featured historical figures but also in haloing Mark or depicting his internal battles. Mark’s fears of failure, pain, and rejection are all too real, and his journey and its hopeful ending could be vital for teens facing similar conflicts.

Kirkus Review, 02/14/2025
A pious teen contemplates what it means to be both Catholic and gay. Beneath the beatific gaze of a portrait of a martyr who’s reminiscent of St. Sebastian, Mark Dudyk—a “good Catholic” boy—realizes that he might be gay. Thrust into a crisis of faith, he goes searching for clarity and instead discovers the complicated relationship between Catholicism and queerness. He consults with others who have been in his place, like Jojo, a Filipino lapsed Catholic with a flair for the dramatic, who educates Mark on often-unexplored queer interpretations of certain Bible stories. Mark conjures up imaginary conversations with Catholic historical figures who explain how they defied the social norms of their time. In some cases, Mark finds open-minded views towards LGBTQ+ issues in the church, particularly in Father Teo, an understanding and tolerant young priest. In other instances, his research forces him to confront harsh truths about the church and its history of oppression that terrify him: Must he turn his back on his faith in order to be his authentic self? The text is informative in ways that at times pull readers out of the story, but this expository content will educate and provide comfort to devout young readers who are struggling with their sexual or gender identity. A full-spectrum color palette highlights the diversity of the community surrounding light-skinned, blue-eyed, blond-haired Mark. An earnest exploration of the rocky terrain between queerness and faith. (Graphic fiction. 13-18)

978-1-464-22458-4 His Face Is the Sun Jabes Corpora, Michelle HS
Kirkus Reviews
Four lives converge in a kingdom reminiscent of ancient Egypt that's full of magic and political intrigueThe kingdom of Khetara stands on the brink of destruction, weakened by poverty and led by an ill, rapidly declining king. Seventeen-year-old Princess Sitamun, the only girl among triplets, dreams of love and luxury, until she discovers something treacherous at the heart of the kingdom. Nefermaat, who's an only child, is chosen by the goddess Bast to become a priestess; she must leave distraught parents and everything she's ever known behind to study under the tutelage of the high priest. Raetawy, enraged by the kingdom's profound injustices, joins a rebellion to fight back after a shocking act of violence. Meanwhile, Karim, a tomb robber from a desert tribe, unwittingly unleashes an ancient and malevolent force from the grave of a dead king. As each of them follows the path fate has set, their lives become inextricably bound together by a prophecy that will determine the ultimate destiny of Khetara. Told from the perspectives of all four main characters, the story unfolds at a measured pace before gaining momentum and racing forward with gripping intensity. Each protagonist is richly developed, and the high stakes of their journeys are unflinchingly depicted. Readers will be fully immersed in the novel's lush, vividly rendered world.An engrossing political fantasy with myriad twists and turns. (series guide)(Fantasy. 14-18)

School Library Journal (5/1/25)
Gr 8 Up— While rumors abound in the kingdom of Khetara—a mysteriously ailing king, a building rebellion in the south—four strangers are swept into fate's current. Khetaran Princess Sitamun, priestess-in-training Nefermaat, defiant farmer's daughter Raetawy, and bold tomb raider Karim are bound together by an ancient oracle; they just don't know it yet. As the group slowly comes together, converging in different parts of Khetara, only to separate again, tensions in the kingdom build. A breaking point is on the horizon, and the desert kingdom may not survive intact. This first in a sweeping, multi point-of-view series follows Sita, Neff, Rae, and Karim as the pieces of a forgotten oracle begin falling into place. As each of the four characters are from different parts of the kingdom, readers are provided with an extensive depiction of the work's setting, even as they are immersed in detailed daily routines. This mix of descriptions, though rich and varied, slows the pacing of the work, and can be jarring when the plot continues after what seems like a wrap-up three-fifths in. Though the storyline feels like it could have used an earlier ending, readers will nevertheless bond with the diverse, well-rounded characters and a surprise ending will keep them waiting for the next installment. VERDICT Betrayal, murder, magic, and a monster combine within a desert setting for an ancient Egyptian-inspired Game of Thrones feel.— Maggie Mason Smith

978-1-7748-8096-8 House of Ash and Bone Sutherland, Joel A. HS
Kirkus Reviews
Something wicked this way comes in acclaimed horror writer Sutherland's YA debut.When 11th grader Josephine and her family head off on a winter vacation to their newly inherited mansion in Vermont, they are each dreaming of a place to relax and recharge for a week. Josephine is especially eager to escape the burgeoning powers that allow her to hear and enter other people's thoughts but leave her with debilitating headaches. As they settle in, the house seems perfectly tailored to their family of seven. The family's dreams, however, soon turn into nightmares, as Josephine begins seeing apparitions, while her parents and siblings start suffering from short-term memory loss. As events grow stranger and more dangerous, Josephine starts to suspect that there is an evil lurking behind their closed doors. When a ghost named Dorcas appears to her, Josephine is unable to determine whether this specter is friend or foe. But when she finds out the truth about the house's history and Dorcas' past, Josephine realizes that her family's lives are in grave danger, and she's the only person who may be able to save them. Major characters are coded white; after experiencing attraction to a local girl, Josephine questions her inkling that she might be asexual. Grimm's fairy-tale references are sprinkled throughout, adding a macabre veil to an equally creepy story. This moody, atmospheric novel ramps up to a spine-tingling surprise twist after a slow-burn first half.A thoroughly enjoyable, suspenseful supernatural tale. (author's note) (Supernatural. 12-18)

School Library Journal, 10/31/2023
Gr 7–10—A week-long vacation to the house her family inherited from an unknown great-aunt turns into a nightmarish fight for survival for Josephine, 16. As soon as the Jagger family steps into the mansion, they are enamored with its enormity and furnishings. Their love of the house becomes almost obsessive and, after only a few days, her parents are ready to move in permanently. There is no reason to leave the house. Ever. But Josephine can see what her family cannot. The house does not want them to go. She has seen glimpses of the ghost that haunts its rooms, a witch who has cursed the family and plans to keep them there for her own needs. As the witch's magic causes her family to forget nearly everything that happens, Josephine finds herself battling the witch alone knowing failure could mean a fate worse than death for everyone she loves. Sutherland lets readers know from the start that something is wrong with the house and its inhabitants. A feeling of being unmoored permeates the book as Josephine tries to understand what is real and what is delusion. Readers learn a little about her family, but Josephine and Dorcas, the witch, are the only characters with backstories. A brief interlude with a local girl has Josephine questioning her sexuality, but it feels like an afterthought. Some gruesome scenes are scattered throughout the book. The Jaggers are white. VERDICT A creepy and unsettling ghost story. Recommended.—Cathy DeCampli Copyright 2023 Reed Business Information.
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978-1-54761-631-2 How to Survive a Slasher Winans, Justine Pucella HS
School Library Journal, 02/28/2025
Gr 9 Up—Satterfield, OH, is infamous for the gruesome Wolf Man murders, first at a local camp and later within the town itself. Embracing its dark history, Satterfield has rebranded itself as Slasherville, hosting festivals for true crime enthusiasts. While the town thrives on notoriety, CJ Smith and her family feel differently. Years ago, CJ's father, who escaped the first Wolf Man in his youth, died heroically protecting CJ and her brother from the second Wolf Man. In the aftermath, the Smiths have spent years running survival drills, living by their mother's rule—don't be a hero; stay alive. One day, CJ receives an unexpected package, an unpublished manuscript from the anonymous horror author Moon Satterfield. The book eerily predicts the rise of a third Wolf Man and a new wave of murders. Now CJ faces an impossible choice; honor her family's motto and keep her head down or defy her instincts to stop the killer before more innocent lives are lost. Winans masterfully blends small-town horror with chilling suspense. Satterfield's macabre history feels disturbingly real, thanks to the author's attention to detail and true crime research. Fans of slasher horror will appreciate the novel's nods to genre tropes, while its deeper exploration of gender identity, through the genderfluid and queer-identifying protagonist CJ, adds a thoughtful and refreshing layer to the story. The book contains strong language. VERDICT Highly recommended for high school readers and fans of horror. Fast-paced and thrilling, this novel will be a hit among those who devour slasher fiction and true crime. Expect it to fly off the shelves.—Jeni Tahaney Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 01/31/2025
Grades 9-12 - "Welcome to Slasherville, Ohio. The small town of Satterville earned its sinister nickname by being the site of gruesome murders committed by two individuals wearing cheap plastic wolf masks—events that became infamous after a series of sensational novels about the killings gained immense popularity. The bloody legacy of the Wolf Man attacks weighs heavily on CJ, who witnessed their father’s murder during the last spree and who, years later, mysteriously receives the manuscript for a new Slasherville novel. When someone starts killing again, seemingly using the unpublished book as a guide, CJ knows they must unmask this new Wolf Man and confront their trauma once and for all. Aspiring to give a generation their own Scream, Winans (Bianca Torre Is Afraid of Everything, 2023) delivers a thoroughly modern thriller that’s both a sharp slasher and a clever commentary on the genre. This contributes to the growing trend of horror stories, like Kalynn Bayron’s You’re Not Supposed to Die Tonight (2023), told from the perspective of queer protagonists, offering new, refreshing takes on an otherwise widely explored genre."

9781454950240 Hunger's Bite Robin, Taylor  
School Library Journal Starred, 02/28/2025
Gr 7 Up—Life on the Lark is flipped upside down for the passengers and crew when the predatory American vampire Mr. Honeycutt buys the ship and takes over operations. Emery, the captain's son, and his best friend Neeta, a previously welcomed stowaway, notice how the ship's employees, Neeta's brother included, are pushed past the brink of collapse under this new leadership. Desperate for answers, the crew partners with a private investigator to unravel Honeycutt's sinister plans. Together, they must work to save the crew and working class passengers from being cast into the fiery maw of the boiler to satisfy Honeycutt's insatiable greed. Robin offers an exciting adventure and explores themes like the impact of greed and power. Characters are well-developed and diverse perspectives are considered in this menacing tale of hunger for more. The horror elements within the illustrations are chilling and add to the draw of this text. The cartoon art style coupled with the colors to enhance the tone and mood of each spread creates an immersive, nightmarish experience for readers. The sinister, contrasting art style used for characters during a personality shift is horrifically magnificent. VERDICT This harrowing story of survival and justice is a feast for horror enthusiasts and lays the groundwork for a sequel.—Angie Jameson Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 12/14/2024
In the early 20th century, a young woman yearns for greater mysteries and adventures than she can find aboard ship, but when a new owner takes over, there may be more of both than she’s ready for. Neeta Pandey, who’s of Indian descent, grew up on the Lark as the ward of the British captain and in the company of his son, her best friend Emery Botwright. Neeta’s late mother was Emery’s ayah, so Capt. Botwright favored her, paying her school tuition and offering her a room on the ship during holidays; her brother, Aamir, meanwhile, works in the galley. Tired of the crossing between Liverpool and New York, she dreams of going on a grand tour of Europe after she graduates. But Emery is ready to follow in his father’s footsteps—and he wants Neeta with him. When Mr. Honeycutt, the crass, sexist new owner from America, arrives, the friends are driven further apart. The wealthy first-class passengers seem unaffected, but Neeta can see that the staff and crew are suffering under Honeycutt’s harsh ways. Neeta turns to mysterious passenger Warwick Farley, who shares her concerns, and together they try to figure out the terrible things happening aboard the Lark. This satisfying graphic novel, which is lightly infused with horror elements, has dynamic illustrations that feature an effective use of color to evoke mood. The themes of class and power imbalances are masterfully handled and timely. Most characters present white. Atmospheric and compelling. (playlists) (Graphic supernatural. 14-18)

978-1-54610-448-3 I Am Made of Death Andrew, Kelly HS
Booklist, 01/31/2025
Grades 8-12 - "Thomas Walsh has to be resilient—following his father’s death, he must care for his gravely ill mother and keep their lives afloat. When the well-paid opportunity to be a sign-language interpreter for an heiress, selective-mute Vivienne Farrow, arises, Thomas is quick to take it, unaware of the maze of secrets and danger lying just beneath the role. Vivienne is bound by strict rules from her parents, ever since the sinister curse that led to her silence took root—her voice is fatal to anyone who hears it. As Thomas delves deeper into Vivienne’s world, and Vivienne seeks freedom from her curse, the duo’s tragic pasts and complicated present intertwine in unexpected and eerie ways. With a complicated and magnetic romance at the heart of the story, Andrew masterfully crafts an eerie, immersive world where Vivienne’s search for freedom and identity collides with Thomas’ loyalty to her and drive to uncover what’s deeply hidden. Hauntingly atmospheric and a delightful blend of mystery, romance, and the supernatural."

Kirkus Review, 01/14/2025
An 18-year-old boy in Massachusetts takes a job that has unexpected consequences. When Thomas Walsh, desperate to support his ill mother and younger sister, is offered a high-paying job by the Farrow family, he accepts without much hesitation—despite the enigmatic patriarch Philip Farrow’s unsettling insistence on strict confidentiality. Thomas’s job is to serve as sign language interpreter for Philip’s stepdaughter, Vivienne, while living in their home and reporting back to Philip about her activities and contacts. Vivienne, who has selective mutism, is haunted by past trauma and a dark secret: She was possessed at the age of 4 after getting lost in a gorge. The power “bloomed” when she turned 12, and now the sound of her voice kills anyone who hears it. Determined to undergo a risky exorcism with help from connections to a secret society known as the House, she’s furious at having Thomas shadowing her every move. Initially clashing in a fierce battle of wills, Thomas and Vivienne develop an unexpected connection even as they begin to understand one another. Meanwhile, the consequences of Vivienne’s plans loom ever closer. With each new revelation, a mounting sense of dread builds, hidden truths come to light, and external forces close in. Readers will find themselves immersed in a haunting narrative filled with unsettling descriptions and dark revelations as Vivienne and Thomas’ journey spirals toward an ominous climax. The main characters are cued white. A gripping horror story that escalates in intensity. (Horror. 13-18)

9781536215533 I Wish I Didn't Have to Tell You This: A Graphic Memoir Yelchin, Eugene HS
School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 10 Up—Yelchin wrote about his early life of growing up in Cold War Russia in his previous children's book, The Genius Under the Table, with a mix of prose and illustration. This follow-up is a graphic memoir about his life in his 20s, still behind the Iron Curtain, still an artist, and now much more aware of the KGB's stranglehold on citizens. His choice to stay close his mother and grandmother and exhibit his art underground leads to a chance encounter with Libby, an American woman, interested in understanding Jewish immigration from the Soviet Union. Her limited Russian and his limited English make for an oddly romantic connection from the start. The graphic memoir asks for a lot of prior knowledge from readers, and those with only an understanding of present-day Russia may require additional aid in contextualizing that country's push into Afghanistan, the 1980 Olympics, and anti-Jewish sentiment. But what the book lacks in foundation, it makes up for in tone. Through dialogue and black-and-white illustrations, Yelchin captures the harsh reality of being forced to choose between immigrating, serving time in the military, or marrying an American—only to end up in an asylum, separated from both family and Libby. The tumultuous time is evenly distributed among the short chapters, introduced by a few punctuated words to usher in the drama. VERDICT Older teen readers will be enriched by this graphic memoir of a young man seeking to break out of the oppressive Soviet regime.—Alicia Abdul Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 06/30/2025
Following upon his acclaimed illustrated middle-grade memoir, The Genius Under the Table (2021), Yelchin switches to a graphic format to continue his account of growing up in the Soviet Union. This entry covers events from 1980 to 1983, when the young artist received hard-won permission to depart for the U.S. In spare text and grayscale illustrations, this episodic narrative records a period of tumultuous emotional ups and downs. On the one hand, Yelchin experienced the triumph of finding professional work in stage design and the thrill of an increasingly close, if sometimes awkward, relationship with visiting American student Libby, who changed his life. He also experienced the shock of losing a refusenik Jewish friend to what was likely a KGB assassination and was confined in a Siberian psychiatric hospital, where he was heavily drugged and physically restrained, after tearing up draft notices. In the artwork, blurry background scenes of snowy streets and photos of Leonid Brezhnev’s jowly face on TV strongly evoke the feeling of living in a repressive, authoritarian state, while figures, particularly those with speaking roles, stand out against the drab backdrops. The young leads make a particularly engaging couple—one small, pretty, and expressive, the other lanky, hunched, and limp-haired. Yelchin has such a gift for depicting faces with distinctive character that everyone here, from struggling artists to scowling soldiers and functionaries, will leave as strong an impression on readers as the oppressive setting. An exceptional work: atmospherically illustrated and underpinned by strong but restrained feelings. (Graphic memoir. 14-18)

978-0-593-89880-2 Immortal Consequences I.V. Marie HS
Booklist, 06/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "There’s no such thing as a deadly competition when you’re already dead, but Blackwood Academy’s Decennial is set up to give the best approximation of one. Two students from each academic house have paused their soul-reaping duties to participate in an unprecedented competition that will result in only one of them graduating and heading up a special task force to stop the evil Demiens from sabotaging Blackwood. To further complicate things, six of the contestants are unfortunate acquaintances tied together only by their magically sworn secrecy about the events around the arrival of Blackwood’s newest student. Told through those six POVs, each of which is overtly concealing information from the reader, the story line itself is fairly straightforward, shuttling the plot along through standard magical competition milestones. The world building is both more expansive and more thorough than most competition-centric fantasy but pleasantly avoids presenting overwhelming walls of information. With a constant, well-maintained air of intrigue, this is a sure hit for those who gravitate towards high-stakes dark academia without overblown romance."

Kirkus Review, 05/31/2025
Trapped indefinitely in adolescence and forced to reap souls, the students of purgatory’s Blackwood Academy boarding school have a once-in-a-decade opportunity to escape their fate in this debut. Wren, August, Emilio, Olivier, Irene, and Masika are “unfortunate acquaintances” nominated to compete in the Decennial Festival, which offers the opportunity to join the Ascended as school leaders or cross over to the Other Side. Either way, it’s a chance to avoid eventually losing all memories and sense of self and wandering the Ether for eternity. But as the competition begins, a mysterious new student who can harness shadow magic appears. In between the Decennial contests, the classmates try to get to the bottom of this mystery, unraveling more threads along the way. Some inconsistent and anachronistic worldbuilding elements are distracting in places. This ancient institution admits students who have died anywhere in the world (their commonality is that each one had a near-death experience before their actual untimely demise), and there’s racial diversity in the supporting cast. The six leads, several of whom are queer, include Wren, August, and Olivier, who present white, as well as Emilio, who’s cued Latine, Irene, who has some Korean heritage, and Masika, who reads Black. The mystery at the heart of the story is compelling and will engage readers all the way up to the cliffhanger ending, which will leave them yearning for the sequel to tie up loose ends. A compelling plot compensates for issues with worldbuilding. (map) (Fantasy. 14-18)

9781958325377 Into the Deep Blue Archer, Jennifer E HS Publisher's Age Range: 8-12
Kirkus Review, 07/31/2025
Grief and love intertwine in this emotional love story. Oregon teens Fiona and Nick met in a grief support group, where each was trying to cope with the sudden death of their mother. Their bond runs deep, but as they grapple with their losses, moving beyond their best friend status proves complicated. In the liminal period between high school and college, Fiona must deal with her distant father, job troubles, and a close friend who thinks Nick is really cute—and is acting on her feelings. For his part, Nick must accept his family’s attempts to move on and the fallout of his own mistakes. A road trip to Monterey for Fiona to explore her mother’s past leads to things heating up between the friends, who present white. Archer’s debut is a heart-wrenching romance that pulls readers along on the characters’ journey through grief, showing all the ways they can—and can’t—support each other. Archer beautifully portrays the push and pull of love and loss through Nick and Fiona’s dual points of view; both teens yearn for and yet fear connection. The well-written depictions of the sensations of grief will resonate with many readers. Romance lovers will swoon over Nick’s and Fiona’s growing feelings as their slow-burn relationship deepens. Swoony and sad. (Romance. 13-18)

978-0-358-65964-8 Jupiter Rising Schmidt, Gary D. HS
Kirkus Reviews (11/1/24)
Having lost one beloved foster sibling in Orbiting Jupiter (2015), Jack Hurd faces the devastating prospect of losing another in this equally intense companion volume.Schmidt packs his story with seemingly tough but emotionally vulnerable males circling orphaned Jupiter, who is 3 years old and a charismatic scene stealer. Eighth grader Jack, her foster brother, is positively head over heels, but so (startlingly) is his cross-country running mentor and erstwhile tormentor, Jay Perkins. Then Jupiter's birth mom's parents suddenly show up with a custody claim just as her formal adoption is about to go through. Even her thoroughly unlikable, domineering grandfather turns out to be harboring a deep-seated grief that shows itself when tragedy seems about to strike that troubled family once again. Despite his first-person narration's straightforward tone, Jack is anything but reserved in his feelings, and whether moved by rage, pain, or (most often) joy, he's constantly breaking into tears. Readers' eyes aren't likely to stay dry, either, considering the sharply felt emotional stakes and the growing tension as the legal claim heads to a hearing, while Jack's small town loyally rallies around him and his loving foster family. The outcome remains in doubt until a final, powerful release. The cast presents white; returning fans will welcome back several characters from previous outings, most notably Coach Swieteck, a hard-nosed, amputee war veteran.Lachrymose but brimming also with love and heart. (Fiction. 12-16)

School Library Journal (11/1/24)
Gr 7–10 —Eighth grader Jack Hurd is familiar when it comes to loss. This companion to Orbiting Jupiter opens with Jack losing his cherished horse, a couple years after the death of his foster brother, Joseph. To make matters worse, Jack's PE coach sets Jack up to train for cross-country with Jay Perkins, a bully who once ganged up on Joseph in the locker room with his two friends. The light that eases all of this pain is Jupiter, Jack's foster sister and Joseph's daughter. Before Jack's family can legally adopt Jupiter, her grandparents, who have never spent any time with Jupiter, come forward and want custody. They are mourning a loss of their own, their daughter Madeleine, Jupiter's mom. Jack's world comes crashing down as he fears he will break the one promise he made to Joseph: that he will always know where Jupiter is. This is a beautiful, poignant tale about love, loss, and fighting for what matters. Jack is a well-written protagonist, whose relationships with Jupiter and Jay are the standouts of the novel. Although the writing style is spare, the emotions in each situation are not minimized. Tissues might be needed for this one. VERDICT A book that begs to be read in one sitting.—Amanda Harding

978-0-8234-5619-2 Just Until Moldover, Joseph HS
Kirkus Reviews
A teen becomes a reluctant caretaker for her nephews in this contemporary novel set in the fictional moneyed town of Evans Beach, near Portland, MaineSeventeen-year-old Hannah Lynn has lived with her absent-minded but loving dad, an employee of the public works department, as her sole parent since her mother died when she was 4. Self-reliant and smart, Hannah plans to get out of Evans Beach once she graduates. She's eager to leave the snobby town behind for good. When her dad agrees to a kinship placement for his grandsons-Henry, 13, and Simon, 9-after Hannah's troubled older sister, Pauline, has them removed from her care, she finds herself pulled into more involvement with them than she intended. Hannah and her father's warm, imperfect relationship and the realistic, sometimes intense portrayal of her nephews' struggles permeate this nuanced story. The details about the complicated child welfare system are spot-on, and a sweet romance between Hannah and her quirky, kind classmate Richard Greene will pull readers in. If the dialogue feels a little too clever and snappy in moments of stress, it's also often very funny and balances this earnest, heart-wrenching story. Major characters read white.An honest, moving portrayal of a family finding their way through life's challenging moments. (author's note)(Fiction. 13-18)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 06/30/2024
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* Hannah is a high-school junior, raised by her father since her mother’s death 13 years ago. She's accustomed to hearing bad news concerning Pauline, her wayward older sister. But her life changes when her dad tells her that Pauline was found passed out in a snow drift and was taken to the hospital, triggering a visit to her apartment by caseworkers—who found Pauline's two sons unsupervised and without food or electricity. Hannah's dad offers to take the boys in. Hannah has doubts but agrees to help out, and, as time passes, she begins to care about her nephews. While making plans for college, she comes to see Richard, a classmate, as the person she can always rely on to listen, advise, and help her. With her dad’s health suddenly declining, Hannah questions her assumptions and decides what really matters most to her. Moldover, a clinical psychologist and the author of Every Moment After (2019), creates a number of quirky yet believable characters for this compelling narrative. In an appended note, he comments on the child welfare system in the U.S. and provides some disturbing facts and statistics about the system, as well as expressing appreciation for the many good people working in the field to improve the lives of vulnerable young people."

978-0-374-39310-6 King: A Life (Young Reader's Edition) Eig, Jonathan and Williams, Yuhuru HS
Kirkus Reviews
A trimmed-down version of Eig's much-lauded 2024 Pulitzer Prize winner for adult readersIn an epilogue, Eig states his intention to portray a great man who also happened to be a human being who "chewed his fingernails, shouted at the TV during game shows, and got mediocre grades in school." If too many such homely details are missing or relegated to multiple pages of bulleted "Extra Facts" in the backmatter to bring King particularly close to younger audiences, in their often-dramatic recitation of his career and magnificent accomplishments the co-authors do describe both his history of plagiarism and his serial infidelity. They also include clear proof that, like all of us, he was subject to piercing doubts, fears, failures of nerve, and errors of judgment. The skimpy selection of photos will leave readers wishing for more, but discussion questions and lavish source notes offer plenty of pathways to further research. And, as if King's violent death and that of so many others in the struggle for civil rights weren't evidence enough, direct transcriptions of a threatening phone call and a rabid hate letter (composed by the FBI) give chilling proof of the scope of the racism he faced. This searching study leaves King's shining legacy intact, all the more admirable for its attachment to a fallible man who is glimpsed here behind the icon.A frank and nuanced character study, though its subject remains an august and somewhat remote figure. (timeline, index)(Biography. 12-18)

School Library Journal (1/1/25)
Gr 7 Up— A young reader's edition of the adult title of the same name examines Martin Luther King, Jr.'s life from the time his parents met in 1920 until his death on April 4, 1968. King, named Michael at birth, was born in Atlanta, GA, on January 15, 1929 during the heart of the Jim Crow era. Little Mike, as his family referred to him, learned quickly that being Black meant, "you don't count, you're nobody." The sting of that reality would be a guiding principle in King's life as he navigated the incredible weight of being the leader of the Civil Rights movement in a country rife with racism and segregation. Details of King's personal life (marriage, children, extramarital affairs, alcohol and tobacco use) as well as events leading up to his "I Have a Dream" speech exemplify the humanness of the person he was. Readers will find this biography to be an honest and engaging account of King. Harsh truths about the state of the country, as well as the difficulties endured by persons of color, underscore how far the U.S. has come, and still has to go, on the journey to achieve King's dream. Black-and-white photographs are included. Events, such as the Montgomery bus boycott, Emmett Till's death, and anti-war efforts, are covered. VERDICT A good choice to middle and high school biography shelves.— Tracy Cronce

978-1-644-21190-8 Kurt Vonnegut: The Making of a Writer Wakefield, Dan HS
Kirkus Reviews
A penetrating view of the life, work, and character of a renowned writer, artist, playwright, and countercultural icon.Wakefield, editor of Vonnegut's collected letters and short stories as well as a personal friend of the late author, incorporates dozens of the former as well as extracts from speeches and personal memories into a present-tense, second-person encomium that slides smoothly over some rougher spots-notably fractured relationships with certain publishers and agents as well as both of his wives. But readers who are still, after so many years, encountering Vonnegut's edgy, profane, often hilarious writing in high school or later will find links aplenty between his early experiences and later works and themes alongside ample documentation of his devastating and even now timely attacks on warmongers and, as the author of several perennially challenged books, self-appointed censors. The epistolary passages make up for a relative paucity of direct quotes from the books in providing a sense of his voice, and the notes for an undelivered talk that close the main narrative (the editor adds on substantial reminiscences and acknowledgements) do capture his characteristic sensibility and wit: "And how should we behave during this Apocalypse? We should be unusually kind to one another, certainly. But we should also stop being so serious. Jokes help a lot. And get a dog, if you don't already have oneâ�¦.I'm out of here."Sympathetic, authoritative, and readable. (photo credits, index) (Biography. 13-18)

School Library Journal (2/1/23)
Gr 8 Up— Wakefield, a lifelong friend of Vonnegut, here pens an unusual biography for young adults. The time line of this biography is typical: it follows Vonnegut's life through childhood, high school, college, military service, young family and working life, to finally getting published and becoming a literary sensation. In high school, he identified as a bit of a nerd, but was voted one of the most popular boys in school along with the star athletes, much to his surprise! His parents were of means, particularly his mother. They lost most of their money in the stock market crash of 1929. Ultimately, his mother couldn't adjust to a simpler lifestyle and died by suicide when Vonnegut was 21. He raised seven children while struggling to make a living getting published. After he and his wife had three children, they adopted his sister's four orphaned sons after their parents died suddenly. Much of his early life makes for compelling reading. However, the narrative style of the biography is rather unconventional, using the second-person mixed with personal letters. Reading Vonnegut's life from his own point of view feels very intimate and will keep readers engaged. While Wakefield discusses Vonnegut's values and influences and how well received his novels were once he got published, the biography falls short in educating readers about the remarkable stories that made him an icon, perhaps missing an opportunity to inspire readers to seek them out. VERDICT A curious and appealing biography that is recommended where literary classics are popular.— Karen T. Bilton

979-82-17-00204-7 The Last Tiger Riew, Julia HS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2025
Gr 7 Up—For fans of Axie Oh's The Girl Who Fell Beneath the Sea comes a historically inspired fantasy romance with a magical quest. Lee Seung works as a servant for the Chois, a wealthy and prestigious family of Tiger collaborators who've maintained power under the Dragon Empire. Choi Eunji is their youngest daughter, subject to her parents' tight control and high expectations—which don't include sneaking out to see a Slaying Ceremony. To keep her trip outside secret, Eunji offers to tutor Seung for the Civil Service Exam so he can attend the prestigious Adachi Training Academy and learn how to use ki powers. Ki gives "the strength of ten normal men," something Dragon soldiers have used to suppress the Tiger population for decades. Romance blossoms during their secret meetings, but when Seung fails the exam, he rejects Eunji, and the arrival of a royal suitor further complicates their relationship. Circumstances force them apart, until a tiger appears and pulls them back together. Inspired by their grandparents' lives and Japan's occupation of Korea in the first half of the 20th century, the sibling authors imbue their extensive fantasy worldbuilding with a mixture of real history and folkloric symbolism. The pacing is slowed considerably by detailed historical context that does not always arise organically in the scene. The Tiger Colonies represent occupied Korea, while the Dragon Empire represents Japan. VERDICT This star-crossed romance heavy with historical allegories is a secondary purchase for collections looking for diverse romantic fantasies.—Emmy Neal Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 05/31/2025
In the Riew siblings’ debut, inspired by their Korean grandparents’ experiences during Japan’s early-20th-century colonization of Korea, a hunt is on for the last surviving tiger. In the Tiger Colonies, this fantasy world’s version of occupied Korea, tigers have been nearly wiped out by the Dragon Empire. These oppressive rulers believe that tiger ki, or powers, strengthen the Tiger people, and therefore, the animals must be exterminated. Lee Seung, who’s from a poor Tiger family, works for the wealthy Chois, a Tiger family who collaborate with the Dragons. Choi Eunji might live in material comfort, but her home feels like “a cage” thanks to her parents’ high expectations and control of her every move. She offers to tutor Seung for the Adachi Training Academy’s entrance exam; graduates attain elite, powerful positions. In return he’ll help Eunji experience life outside her cloistered manor. Despite their class differences, both teens long for freedom, but Seung fails the exam, and their paths diverge. They reunite during a frantic search for the last tiger—but are their motivations aligned? Some plot developments feel contrived, and the introduction of real historical elements at times feels deliberately educational rather than naturally emerging from the story. Nevertheless, the story vividly highlights the plight of Koreans during a traumatic era. An unwieldy but emotionally intense fantasy. (authors’ note, diary excerpts) (Fantasy. 12-18)

9788822775795 Le parole che avrei voluto dirti Nowlin, Laura HS Italian translation of a book already in our district collection. Reviews are for the original English title.
Booklist, 03/14/2024
Grades 9-12 - "In an emotional companion novel to If He Had Been with Me (2013), Nowlin gives Finn a voice in the events preceding his fatal car accident, and follows his soulmate, Autumn, and friend, Jack, in their grief. All three narrate distinct sections of the book, carefully meting out information through personal experiences and flashbacks that build the complexity and depth of their characters. Jack’s struggle with loneliness is palpable as he grapples with different aspects of loss during his first year at college and life away from home. Meanwhile, Autumn must contend with being pregnant with Finn’s child and the tumult of despair driving her thoughts to suicide. Throughout, Finn remains both a bright spot and a void, uncomfortably occupying a space those close to him must learn to redefine. Nowlin is unafraid to explore the gritty sides of sadness, grief, regret, and mental health struggles, resulting in a deeply affecting and worthwhile novel, though one readers should be in the right headspace for prior to picking up. A full-tissue-box read."

Kirkus Review, 01/31/2024
In this companion novel to 2013’s If He Had Been With Me, three characters tell their sides of the story. Finn’s narrative starts three days before his death. He explores the progress of his unrequited love for best friend Autumn up until the day he finally expresses his feelings. Finn’s story ends with his tragic death, which leaves his close friends devastated, unmoored, and uncertain how to go on. Jack’s section follows, offering a heartbreaking look at what it’s like to live with grief. Jack works to overcome the anger he feels toward Sylvie, the girlfriend Finn was breaking up with when he died, and Autumn, the girl he was preparing to build his life around (but whom Jack believed wasn’t good enough for Finn). But when Jack sees how Autumn’s grief matches his own, it changes their understanding of one another. Autumn’s chapters trace her life without Finn as readers follow her struggles with mental health and balancing love and loss. Those who have read the earlier book will better connect with and feel for these characters, particularly since they’ll have a more well-rounded impression of Finn. The pain and anger is well written, and the novel highlights the most troublesome aspects of young adulthood: overconfidence sprinkled with heavy insecurities, fear-fueled decisions, bad communication, and brash judgments. Characters are cued white. A heavy read about the harsh realities of tragedy and their effects on those left behind. (author’s note, content warning) (Fiction. 14-18)

978-8804738923 Le vite dei Santi Bardugo, Leigh HS Italian translation of Leigh Bardugo's "The Lives of Saints." Reviews are from the original English title.
School Library Journal, 01/31/2021
Gr 7 Up—A look into the mythos of Bardugo's Grishaverse, a land rife with magic and folklore. The book, which appears in the pages of Shadow and Bone and as a prop in the Netflix show of the same name, features short stories detailing the miracles, mysteries, and martyrdom of various saints. Zollinger's beautiful illustrations accompany each tale, setting the tone and showing readers romanticized depictions of the saints, such as Sankta Maradi, patron saint of impossible love, helping two star-crossed lovers find each other in the dark; little Sankta Marya of the Rock, the patron saint of those who are far from home, saving her family from a collapsing mine; the enigmatic Saint of the Book, collecting the stories and putting them in the correct order; and many more. Longtime fans of the Grishaverse books will be excited by this series tie-in and newcomers may find this an interesting entry point into the novels. VERDICT Recommended for libraries with students who love fantasy, folklore, and Bardugo.—Ness Shortley, Horton M.S., Pittsboro, NC Copyright 2021 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 10/14/2020
A folkloric collection of stories about saints from the Grishaverse. In no particular order, Bardugo presents 28 short and fantastical, fictional saint stories. Some read like origin stories, explaining why that saint is celebrated and for whom they are a patron. For example, Sankta Anastasia is named patron saint of the sick after saving her village from a plague by allowing the ill to drink her blood, which contained healing properties. Other stories, such as those of Sankt Valentin and Sankta Alina of the Fold, are specific accounts, with saints’ offering glimpses into their influence and power over people’s lives. The journey to sainthood for these colorful characters ranges from unjustly tragic (Sankta Lizabeta of the Roses was executed by quartering when she had no answers for a frustrated general), to humorously improbable (Sankt Lukin the Logical, patron saint of politicians, offers advice even after being beheaded). Presented without much context, these tales will primarily appeal to those already familiar with the Grisha series. The final entry, though, about the unnamed Saint of the Book, who cryptically advocates for these stories, may entice readers to fully enter the Grishaverse. Zollinger, an artist experienced in painting biblical and historical imagery, provides artistic dimension to these supplemental folktales with enchanting, full-color illustrations that evoke medieval books of hours. Ethnic diversity in the saints is implied by the artwork. An extra treat for invested Bardugo fans. (Fantasy. 12-adult)

978-0-7603-9836-4 Learn to Draw: Cursed Princess Club LambCat & WEBTOON HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction
978-0-7603-9837-1 Learn to Draw: Hooky Bonastre Tur, MAriam & WEBTOON HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction
978-0-7603-9835-7 Learn to Draw: Morgana and Oz Miyuli & WEBTOON HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction
978-0-7603-9838-8 Learn to Draw: Unordinary uru-chan & WEBTOON HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction

9780593965634 Legendary Heroes: Epic Characters from Across the Ages Published by DK Publishing HS
No reviews - standard nonfiction
Publisher's Age Range: 4-8

978-0-06-334624-6 Let Them Stare Van Ness, Jonathan HS
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 05/31/2025
Van Ness, a hairstylist known for the TV series Queer Eye, teams up with best-selling author Murphy for this story about one teen’s very gay summer. Recent high school graduate Sully is ready to leave behind the woes of being a nonbinary fashionista in small-town Hearst, Pennsylvania, and jet off to the Big Apple, where a yearlong internship with an influencer awaits. At their going-away party, they burn some bridges and go out with a bangin’ first kiss. But the flaky influencer drops Sully before they even leave town, and they’re left with no backup plan. Scoring what might be “one of the rarest vintage handbag finds of all time” might help, at least with acquiring the funds to escape. Sully is shocked when a ghost emerges from the bag—Rufus, a gay man, “female impersonator,” and mid-20th-century Hearst resident. While Sully works to pick up the pieces of their own life, they also help Rufus recover his memories, discovering surprising depths to their hometown along the way. This quirky, passionate, rebellious, and quick-witted novel brings aspects of modern queer culture into direct, literal conversation with elements of its past. It’s a monument to what came before, a testament to continued struggles, and a celebration of queer joy. The main characters’ arcs are well-constructed; Sully’s and Rufus’ dual journeys of discovery flow well together, informing Sully’s emotional growth while keeping Rufus independently well-rounded. Characters read white. Quippy dialogue and a kinetic pace distinguish this uplifting novel. (Fiction. 14-18)

Booklist, 04/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "Mary, sis, hunny—it’s just a haunted handbag. It might also be Sully’s ticket out of Hearst, Pennsylvania, if they can get the ghost, Rufus, to vacate the bag. Like any upstanding ghost, Rufus has unfinished business; he also has a bad case of ghost amnesia, so Sully needs to dig into their small town’s history to help Rufus find peace. Their research also makes them realize that, despite being the only nonbinary person in town, Sully might have a place in Hearst after all. Without overwhelming the narrative with exposition, there is a plentiful amount of queer history discussed, dually serving to educate the reader and to help Sully discover the context that has created a world where they can exist as an out, queer person. Despite a veneer of mystery, the plot is largely driven by Sully’s growth rather than action or intrigue, making this a choice more suited to character-driven readers. A surprisingly light read, this is an excellent entry point for readers curious about history and open to the paranormal."

978-1-684-97279-1 The Library Mule of Cordoba Chemineau, Leonard and Lupano, Wilfrid HS
School Library Journal (11/1/24)
Gr 7 Up— A fast-paced adventure that follows a group of eccentric characters who set out to save the world's knowledge from a corrupt leader. This wonderfully illustrated historical fiction graphic novel is set in C&3;rdoba, Spain, 976. The rulers of this time set out to establish C&3;rdoba as one of the top intellectual and cultural hubs in the world by supporting educational pursuits and collecting scholarly texts and manuscripts. After their passing, the new ruler with different pursuits sets out to destroy the vast collection of knowledge. In order to preserve the world's knowledge, a librarian, a slave turned copywriter, and a former apprentice/current thief hoist volumes upon volumes of priceless books onto the back of a stubborn mule who will only move if offered some food in the form of the mathematic texts they are trying to save. Although this tale is set far in the past, the themes, including censorship, book banning, book burning, and intellectual freedom, are unfortunately still relevant in today's world. The lighthearted humor woven through the story helps readers unpack these difficult issues, while offering hope to those who aim to protect and cultivate education. VERDICT A good purchase to add to libraries that aim to support book discussion groups and classroom learning that coincides with true events, past and present.— Cat Miserendino

Booklist, 10/14/2024
Grades 8-12 - "This comical yet poignant reimagining of a dark episode in Iberian history finds a trio of commoners—a thief and two slaves—partnering up with a stubborn mule to save the world’s greatest collection of books. The year is 976, and the Caliph of Córdoba has died, leaving the kingdom and its library to his 11-year son, Hisham II. Vizier Amir usurps the caliphate and orders a book burning to appease radical clerics and legitimize his rule. Two slaves—Tarid the educated eunuch and librarian, and Lubna the copyist—sneak and toss books out the window, overloading them atop a passing mule that Marwan, a thief and former apprentice to Tarid, has stolen. They go on the run, pursued by mercenary Berber soldiers while battling warlords, hunger, and the mule’s insatiable appetite for one math book. Madcap action alternates with meditative reflection on class struggle and the adversities slaves must overcome to rise to levels of influence. Gorgeously illustrated in colors that bring alive the majesty and danger of Andalusia’s golden age, The Library Mule of Córdoba makes a powerful statement on the importance of protecting knowledge in times of political upheaval, a point emphasized in a haunting coda that traces the continuing history of book burning throughout the world."

978-0-06-284468-2 Light Filters In: Poems Kaufman, Caroline HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (10/1/18)
Gr 7 Up-Kaufman initially shared her poetry on Instagram as a means of catharsis. The poems here are raw and, as the poet acknowledges, sometimes repetitive as she seeks again and again to make sense of where her sunny childhood cut off and the cloud of mental illness descended. Yet the repetition by no means defines the verse, nor makes it less powerful, but rather underlines the resiliency required for her journey. The poems, paired with spare, yet evocative drawings by Bryksenkova, address self-harm, scarring early sexual encounters, internal conflict over the need to medicate, and many other realities of mental illness for teens. Kaufman's willingness to share and artfully articulate her vulnerability has already proved vitally important for the legions of followers she's garnered as an "Instapoet," and will now prove similarly validating and empowering for those teens who discover her work through print. This collection is an auspicious debut and while the verse will speak truth to stressed teens, even a short dip into Kaufman's online presence shows evidence of an important voice well beyond the realm of this collection. VERDICT Undoubtedly, Kaufman's readersnew and oldwill be clamoring for more. A top addition to YA poetry collections. Jill Heritage Maza, Montclair Kimberley Academy, NJ

Kirkus Reviews
A teenage girl uses writing to heal from sexual assault and depression in this collection of poems in four parts.Kaufman, who has an active presence on Instagram as @poeticpoison, dedicates her book to "anyone terrified that it won't get better." In Part 1, the narrator is in full crisis mode, searching online for the suicide hotline and answers to questions about depression and anxiety: "I am going stir crazy / inside my skull, / peeling off the wallpaper / with short, bitten nails." In Part 2, the narrator describes writing as a way to find herself and face what happened to her ("I said I guess, I said / I'm scared, I said if you want to, I said I don't / think I can do this"). She ponders what her diagnosis of depression and anxiety means for future relationships. In Part 3, she has more help and support: "the wounds have healed / and the scars are fading." Her emergence from depression ("the sadness isn't as / comforting as it used to be") is perhaps most poignant. In Part 4, she speaks of therapy and medication and ends with self-love and the beauty of survival. Debut author Kaufman's voice is authentic, and her experiences, feelings, and journey toward healing are convincing. Black-and-white illustrations enhance the text.This book could be a lifeline for survivors and provide insight for others. (Poetry. 13-18)

9781524126018 Long Live Pumpkin Queen: The Graphic Novel Marsham, Liz HS No Reviews - based on popular movie and novel The Nightmare Before Christmas. Publisher, Dynamite Entertainment, is well-known for elementary and middle school graphic novel series, such as the Nancy Drew graphic novels. Author Liz Marsham is also well-known for many Disney and Marvel elementary and middle school books.Publisher's Age Range: 12 and Up

979-83-687-8303-1 Love At Full Tilt Howe, Jenny HS
Booklist, 06/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "Lia Baker has a chance to win $50,000 and change her life forever. She and her two best friends are en route to Fableland, the amusement park and media company whose stories and magic she’s clung to through a childhood and adolescence with controlling parents. Her mother’s anxiety is severe, and Lia doesn’t have a lot of freedom. She’s laser-focused on winning the Fableland scavenger hunt so she can get some space and make her own future. At the park, she teams up with the supercute Mason, another contestant who needs the money for his own important reasons. Feelings bloom between them, and Lia needs to learn to stand up and ask for what she wants and needs. The world Howe created for Fableland is rich with lore and feels enticingly real, and Lia’s and Mason’s friends are well-rounded side characters. Howe’s YA debut is a game-changer: a swoony romance centering a fat teenage girl who catches the love of the hot boy, a reprieve amidst a sea of rising fatphobia."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 05/31/2025
A Massachusetts 18-year-old embarks on a theme park scavenger hunt in hopes of rewriting her future. After graduation, Lia Baker and her two best friends, Tess and Issy, decide to celebrate by heading to Florida’s Fableland for the Superfan Scavenger Hunt. The winner gets a $50,000 prize and lifetime free park access. Lia hopes to use the money to escape from her mom’s hovering anxiety and her stifling job at her parents’ furniture store. As a fat girl, she dreams of creating body-positive stories. To ensure her success, she forms an alliance with hot fellow contestant Mason. However, as the competition builds, so do the tensions between Lia and her friends—who will soon be going away to college, making Lia feel left behind—and even between Lia and Mason. The characters’ complexities and growth over the course of the story are real strengths; as they navigate challenges, Mason and Lia’s developing romance is moving and inspiring, and their relationships with their families are fleshed out too. Structuring the story around the scavenger hunt helps maintain a sense of urgency that keeps the interest level high. In her YA debut, Howe presents readers with a strong protagonist in Lia, who challenges societal fatphobia in realistic ways. Central characters are cued white, except for Issy, who’s Puerto Rican. Tess is queer. A heartwarming, strongly characterized romance in which being truly seen for who you are is the greatest prize of all. (Romance. 13-18)

978-0-593-56531-5 Love on Paper Parker, Danielle HS
Kirkus Reviews
Macy Descanso knows she can be a great writer, if only someone would just give her a chanceSeventeen-year-old Macy, who's the daughter of two successful authors who are both Korean and Black, aspires to write as well. She applied to Penovation, an elite four-week writing retreat in Berkeley, but was only able to get in with her mother's help. Once she arrives, she's paired as critique partners with Haitian American Caleb Bernard, who's also the child of famous authors-ones who have a bitter rivalry with Macy's parents. Macy, who's still trying to define herself as a writer, is dismayed when another teen refers to her and Caleb as "nepo babies." The retreat participants learn that recently deceased romance author Betty Quinn has arranged for five students' stories to be published in an anthology. Quinn also left behind clues about the whereabouts of her final manuscript. Macy and Caleb embark on a quest of discovery all around the Bay Area during which they also learn more about each other and their families. This is a fast-paced, sometimes poignant, teen romance that centers on a coming-of-age journey to claiming your own identity in the face of external pressures and standards. Unfortunately, the lackluster characterization weakens readers' investment in the leads. The story concludes with the Penovation reading list, which spans a fun range of recommendations from William Shakespeare and Jane Austen to Elise Bryant and Maurene Goo.An unevenly developed romance with a dose of self-discovery.(Romance. 12-18)

School Library Journal (12/1/24)
Gr 9 Up— Macy is annoyed that her famous writer mother pulled strings to get her accepted into a writing retreat. Her parents have married each other twice (and twice divorced), and Macy isn't sure she believes in love. At the end of the romance-themed writing retreat, attendees will have the chance to win a place in an anthology published by a major publishing house. Macy has determined that one of the five spots will be hers, but she's having trouble putting words on paper. Macy's critique partner is Caleb, the son of her parents' writing nemesis, but as they spend more time together, their attraction grows. Can they manage a relationship while competing for the same prize and when their parents are enemies? Writing tips and bookish jokes are sprinkled throughout. The romance in this novel follows the formula, ideal for those hoping to become authors themselves. The relationship is full of cute moments, trust issues, and helping each other find their writing voice. The scavenger hunt allows Macy to see her mother through a different lens. Their big emotional conversation releases a lot of the book's tension and leads to understanding for both parties. Macy is biracial Black and Korean; Caleb has dark brown skin; Fern, Macy's retreat roommate, cues as white and uses they/them pronouns. VERDICT Perfect for romance fans, book nerds, and aspiring authors.— Jennifer Rummel

978-0-593-57237-5 The Monstrous Kind Gregovic, Lydia HS
Kirkus Reviews
Something's rotten in the province of SussexTwelve families rule over the Smoke, a U.K.-inspired nation, where the citizens battle to maintain control against an encroaching fog that brings death and destruction in the form of monstrous Phantoms. When Silas Darling, Merrick's father and Sussex's Manor Lord, dies unexpectedly, Merrick must abandon her New London social season and return to her ancestral home, Norland House. Surrounded by her older sister, Essie (who's set to inherit the title Merrick desires for herself), and cousins (who are concerned mostly with propriety), she struggles to find answers. When Sussex and the family's seat are threatened by mysterious border breaches and attacks, Merrick enters into a tenuous alliance with sentry Killian Brandon to unravel a Gordian knot of family secrets. The measured pacing, combined with Merrick's emotional arc, together create magnificent tension. The worldbuilding skews gothic, thanks to the creepy manor house and mist-infected landscapes that are befitting of a BrontÃ« sisters novel-albeit with the addition of possessed corpses that consume human flesh. The gender politics of this world allow women to inherit titles and fight Phantoms, yet they have little agency to act on their own behalf without entering into advantageous, heteronormative marriages, an aspect of the fantasy world that readers may find confusing. Primary characters read white.A page-turner of a fantasy-horror debut from a promising new voice. (guide to manors and ruling families)(Fantasy. 13-18)

School Library Journal (9/1/24)
Gr 8 Up— A supernatural twist on Regency-era romances. Merrick, the younger Archdaughter of Norland House who fled to New London to find a husband, returns home after the death of her father. A member of the elite Manor Lord families, Merrick is immune to the poisonous mist that plagues the country and turns others into phantoms. However, she'll never hold true power as a Manor Lord; that honor will go to her older sister Essie, but things are not right at Norland House. Essie seems haunted, there have been breaches on the border, and Merrick doesn't know whom to trust. Inspired by Sense and Sensibility and Pride and Prejudice , Gregovic's debut interweaves a story about sisters and social manners with a supernatural mystery. Readers who enjoy detailed worldbuilding will sink their teeth into the story. However, some readers may find the pacing slow and characters bland. At times, it takes Merrick too long to figure out the mystery, which can make the twists predictable to readers. VERDICT An interesting twist on Regency-era romances that is recommended for fans of YA Gothic romance authors such as Dana Schwartz and Erin A. Craig.— Kaetlyn Phillips

978-0-8000-8142-3 Morgana and Oz 2 HS No reviews - continuation of a series. Reviews included here are from book 1 of the series.

School Library Journal, 08/31/2024
Gr 6 Up—The Winterberry family of witches have long been at odds with the Red Vampire Clan. However, after decades of feuding, the night has finally come for the two rival groups to sit down and try to broker some peace. When mysterious happenings and misunderstandings cause the sit-down to go horribly wrong, Morgana Winterberry and Red Vampire Clan member Oz are forced to work together to try and prevent the two families from completely destroying each other. The popular Webtoon finally makes its print debut. Lead, titular characters have charming chemistry (not to mention relatable teenage imperfections), and their potential paranormal romance weaves its way through the expected speed bumps. Miyuli adeptly makes clear that there's legitimate hostility between the warring factions, while keeping depictions of said aggressions completely inoffensive. Artwork is light and uncluttered, giving it a clean appearance that younger readers will enjoy visually. The narrative, though similar to other YA read-alikes, still has a compelling feel to it that will generate interest in future releases. Whether for the romantic, fantasy, or paranormal angle, youth librarians should be able to find multiple reading factions that will delight in this web favorite's print debut. VERDICT While this graphic novel will inevitably bring to mind other paranormal romances, its great art, identifiable characters, and interesting plot and conflict will make it a hit with readers.—Joe Pascullo Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.Kirkus Review, 07/14/2024

A witch and a vampire-turned-cat team up in this compilation of entries from a popular WEBTOON comic series. Morgana only wants her magic to not be so erratic; it’d be nice to actually get a spell right once in a while. Her family has more ambitious aspirations, however: Her mom wants peace between the witches and a dangerous vampire clan. Their relationship has been tense for some time, but when an attempt at conciliation goes south, the problems escalate. In the chaos, Morgana accidentally transforms one of the vampires, Oz, into a little white, red-eyed cat. Turning him back, when she can’t even manage making tea, might be tough, and Oz’s clan thinks he’s been kidnapped and won’t let this go. Between possible traitors and a brewing war, Morgana must do her best to help Oz so she can help her family. As the stakes rise, vampires start becoming sick with a craving for witches’ blood, thanks to a curse supposedly inflicted on them by Morgana’s family. Morgana doesn’t know what to do, or whom to turn to. Could a mysterious new arrival be an ally? The adorable full-color art in contrasting tones of purples, rich browns, and pastels portrays scenes that are at times laugh-out-loud funny. Morgana is a sweetly naïve protagonist, and the intrigue is engrossing. An adorable adventure with a thrilling ending: Readers will be excited for the next volume. (Manga. 13-18)

978-0-8000-9796-7 Morgana and Oz 3 HS No reviews - continuation of a series. Reviews included here are from book 1 of the series.

School Library Journal, 08/31/2024
Gr 6 Up—The Winterberry family of witches have long been at odds with the Red Vampire Clan. However, after decades of feuding, the night has finally come for the two rival groups to sit down and try to broker some peace. When mysterious happenings and misunderstandings cause the sit-down to go horribly wrong, Morgana Winterberry and Red Vampire Clan member Oz are forced to work together to try and prevent the two families from completely destroying each other. The popular Webtoon finally makes its print debut. Lead, titular characters have charming chemistry (not to mention relatable teenage imperfections), and their potential paranormal romance weaves its way through the expected speed bumps. Miyuli adeptly makes clear that there's legitimate hostility between the warring factions, while keeping depictions of said aggressions completely inoffensive. Artwork is light and uncluttered, giving it a clean appearance that younger readers will enjoy visually. The narrative, though similar to other YA read-alikes, still has a compelling feel to it that will generate interest in future releases. Whether for the romantic, fantasy, or paranormal angle, youth librarians should be able to find multiple reading factions that will delight in this web favorite's print debut. VERDICT While this graphic novel will inevitably bring to mind other paranormal romances, its great art, identifiable characters, and interesting plot and conflict will make it a hit with readers.—Joe Pascullo Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.Kirkus Review, 07/14/2024

A witch and a vampire-turned-cat team up in this compilation of entries from a popular WEBTOON comic series. Morgana only wants her magic to not be so erratic; it’d be nice to actually get a spell right once in a while. Her family has more ambitious aspirations, however: Her mom wants peace between the witches and a dangerous vampire clan. Their relationship has been tense for some time, but when an attempt at conciliation goes south, the problems escalate. In the chaos, Morgana accidentally transforms one of the vampires, Oz, into a little white, red-eyed cat. Turning him back, when she can’t even manage making tea, might be tough, and Oz’s clan thinks he’s been kidnapped and won’t let this go. Between possible traitors and a brewing war, Morgana must do her best to help Oz so she can help her family. As the stakes rise, vampires start becoming sick with a craving for witches’ blood, thanks to a curse supposedly inflicted on them by Morgana’s family. Morgana doesn’t know what to do, or whom to turn to. Could a mysterious new arrival be an ally? The adorable full-color art in contrasting tones of purples, rich browns, and pastels portrays scenes that are at times laugh-out-loud funny. Morgana is a sweetly naïve protagonist, and the intrigue is engrossing. An adorable adventure with a thrilling ending: Readers will be excited for the next volume. (Manga. 13-18)

978-0-593-30103-6 Murder Between Friends Lawson, Liz HS
Kirkus Reviews
Former friends reunite to exonerate a convicted murdererTwo years ago, Grace Topham testified that she saw Jake Hanson going into high school English teacher Miriam Appelbaum's backyard the night Ms. Appelbaum was killed. The person she saw was wearing Jake's unusually decorated jean jacket, but now Grace is wondering whether she might have made a mistake. Jake has just been released from prison on a technicality, and the prospect of another trial looms. Grace approaches her former best friends, Ally Copeland and Henry Hanson (Jake's brother), both of whom have shunned her since she told the police about seeing Jake. The three of them form an uneasy alliance as they try to figure out who the real culprit is. Ally wants to be a journalist like her late father, who was killed in a car accident two months before Ms. Appelbaum's murder, and her investigative skills help the trio uncover other crimes at school and in their community before the final, shocking reveal. Lawson's latest, which is as much about the friendship dynamics among Ally, Grace, and Henry as it is a whodunit, will keep teen mystery fans up into the wee hours, eager to see how the various threads come together. Central characters present white.A twisty and fast-paced mystery.(Mystery. 12-18)

School Library Journal (4/1/25)
Gr 7 Up— Two years ago, the town of Brawner was torn apart when a popular high school English teacher was murdered and one of her students was convicted of the crime. But now the conviction has been overturned, and the accused killer is coming home. The whole town is on edge, especially Henry, Ally, and Grace. They used to be friends, but once Henry's brother, Jake, was convicted of their teacher's murder, and Grace's testimony helped put him away, their friendship seemed to be over. Now that Jake is back, Grace isn't so sure of what she saw that night, and the three former friends reluctantly team up to try to get to the truth of what happened. The chapters alternate points of view among the three characters, and sometimes it can be hard to distinguish between their voices; many of the characters' secrets seem inserted only to drive the plot. Still, the several twists the story takes will keep readers guessing, even if the character development feels thin. All main characters are cued white. VERDICT A fine choice for collections where thrillers are in high demand.— Dana West

978-1-368-09908-0 Mystery Royale Cavalancia, Kaitlyn HS
Kirkus Reviews
A contentious group enters a high-stakes competition for a magical inheritance in Cavalancia's debutBefore 16-year-old Mullory Prudence's mother burned their house down, leaving Mullory and Gran alone and destitute in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, she gave her daughter a warning: "Run if the strange finds you." Mullory has tried to do just that, but she's unable to ignore a barrage of letters from mysterious recluse Xavier Stoutmire. She agrees to compete for a sizable inheritance of $2.5 billion-and "the entirety of his magic." The other young competitors include five of Xavier's great-nieces and great-nephews, and Mateo Maldonado, who, like Mullory, isn't a family member. They're all brought together at Stoutmire Estate in the Hamptons, where the will and conditions are read. Having already been warned of his own murder by Cousin Cecilia, Xavier has decreed that his lucky heir will be determined through a game of Mystery Royale, in which participants must solve the crime. Over the course of nine days, the contestants attend five parties during which they seek the clues that will help them win before the time is up. The most delicious intrigue, however, is uncovering the deep-seated emotional baggage that lies behind the individual competitors' drive to succeed. A surprising and somewhat open-ended conclusion sets the story up nicely for a potential sequel. Main characters are cued white.An intriguing, surprise-filled journey of family conflict, competition, and secrets. (family tree)(Mystery. 13-18)

School Library Journal (1/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— The last piece of advice that Mullory's mother gave her before she disappeared was to "run if the strange finds you." So when scented envelopes begin appearing in unlikely places, Mullory ignores the invitations until she can't anymore. She is being summoned to the Hamptons estate of murdered Xavier Stoutmire as a potential beneficiary of his will. However, his is no ordinary inheritance: it includes billions of dollars, the enchanted Stoutmire Estate, and the powerful magic that Xavier wielded. To win, Mullory must compete in a game of Mystery Royale with Xavier's family members by unraveling the details of his murder over the course of five lavishly themed parties. Her most intimidating adversary is Lyric, raised by Xavier on a steady diet of abuse and who, due to inheritance laws governing magical families, will be bereft of magic unless he emerges victorious. The two form an uneasy alliance shot through with romantic chemistry, but their relationship is strained as the stakes of the game grow deadly. Told from the alternating perspectives of Mullory, Lyric, and Lyric's high-strung sister Ellison, all cued as white, each well-developed character offers a different window into the deep dysfunction of the Stoutmire family. Memorable worldbuilding, a house full of secrets and puzzles, and layers of family trauma will keep readers engaged and entice them into an implied sequel. VERDICT This novel takes the successful inheritance-mystery formula and infuses it with dark, illusory magic. Hand this to fans of Jennifer Lynn Barnes's The Inheritance Games or Joelle Wellington's Their Vicious Games .— Elizabeth Giles

978-1-335-45798-1 The Name Drop Lee, Susan HS
Kirkus Reviews (10/6/23)
A modern spin on The Prince and the Pauper with a little romance thrown in.Jessica Lee and Elijah Ri are accidentally assigned each other's seats on a Los Angeles to New York City flight because their Korean names, which appear on their IDs, are the same: Yoo-Jin Lee. Jessica, a top student who will be attending junior college while she saves money, worked hard to win a coveted summer intern position with Korean tech company Haneul Corporation despite the misgivings of her Haneul employee father, who feels the company treats its employees poorly. Elijah, the privileged but stifled son of Haneul's Seoul-based CEO, will reluctantly be spending the summer as an executive trainee in the New York office. When they land, the name confusion continues, with Jessica being whisked off to a luxurious townhouse, while Elijah is taken to a cramped, shared apartment. By the time the two figure out what happened, Elijah, tantalized by this glimpse of a life utterly different from his own, proposes they continue as they are, and Jessica agrees. She proves to be an excellent leader, and Elijah makes real friends and real choices for the first time. The teens' navigation of their precarious arrangement and their budding romantic feelings are well depicted and entertaining even as social class and misogyny are thoughtfully explored. Some dialogue contains heavy exposition, sounding unnatural, but the alternating first-person narrative structure works.An amusing and romantic exploration, grounded by serious themes, of living life for yourself. (Fiction. 13-18)

Booklist, 09/14/2023
Grades 10-12 - "As the rich son of a techie billionaire, Elijah Ri has had everything handed to him. Jessica Lee, meanwhile, grew up with no extra benefits and didn’t even bother applying for scholarships, knowing she lacks the connections to impress anyone. But the two have the same Korean name and accidentally end up switching their summer internships at Haneul, Elijah's dad's company: Elijah finds himself in a packed dorm with nine other teens, and Jessica is in a fancy brownstone with a chef/maid, assistant at the company, and a brand-new wardrobe. Since Elijah is desperate for a summer as a regular person and Jessica needs exposure and connections, they agree to stay in their accidentally switched places. They work together on a big event for Haneul and grow closer while lying to their parents together. Soon enough, they're head over heels, too. But as different as they are, can their relationship last? Romance and rom-com lovers will enjoy this case of mistaken identity with flair."

978-1-54611-067-5 Never Thought I'd End Up Here Liang, Ann HS
Kirkus Review, 05/31/2025
A Chinese American teen ends up stuck with her nemesis on a whirlwind trip. Seventeen-year-old Leah Zhang is dreading her cousin’s wedding, feeling self-conscious about her Mandarin abilities and her uncertain future after quitting modeling. At the wedding, she’s dismayed to find she’s seated at the same table as her former bully, Cyrus Sui, the subject of her nightmares ever since the Incident. The stress of his unwelcome presence causes Leah to commit a major linguistic faux pas, prompting her parents to send her on a two-week trip around China, run by the local Chinese school, to reconnect with her roots. Of course, Cyrus turns out to be going too. Leah decides this is her chance for revenge: She’ll use her looks and the charm she’s honed through modeling to make him fall for her, before dumping him unceremoniously—and publicly. But as she gets closer to him, Leah starts to wonder if he may not be the nemesis she made him out to be. And the more time she spends in her parents’ homeland, the closer she gets to finding her true place in the world. Shanghai, Anhui, and other picturesque locations form a vibrant backdrop for the couple’s swoony rom-com antics. Though Leah’s revenge plot feels a bit contrived at times and some of the serious topics (intergenerational issues, Sinophobia, and Asian beauty standards) aren’t explored with much depth, romance fans will enjoy watching the couple find their happy ending. A light and dreamy travel romance. (Romance. 13-18)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 05/31/2025
Grades 8-12 - "*Starred Review* Leah Zhang doesn’t have much going for her. She quit modeling, fumbled a traditional Chinese blessing and ruined her cousin’s wedding, and is now on a two-week trip across China with none other than her irritating childhood nemesis. Leah doesn’t know who she is or what the future holds, but she knows this much: she’s going to get revenge on Cyrus Sui, even if it means making him fall in love with her. This task proves much easier than it initially sounds, as the two are thrown together again and again on their journey. The more time she spends with her fellow travelers, the more Leah blossoms into who she really is and the harder it becomes to remember that Cyrus is her enemy, not her friend—or boyfriend. Leah and Cyrus are kindling sparking off each other as the flame of their love grows. Liang’s prose is stunning, the book full of jaw-dropping descriptions of settings paired with incisive insights into the teen characters’ psyches. Leah doesn’t see herself clearly at all, and her first-person narration reflects this, but through nifty storytelling tricks, Liang is able to give readers an accurate image of our leading lady. By turns laugh-out-loud funny, achingly earnest, and deeply romantic, Liang’s latest rom-com is a journey of self-discovery and self-love that is a true delight."

978-0-593-32690-9 Never Vacation with Your Ex Wibberley, Emily and Siegemund-Broka, AustinHS
Kirkus Reviews
A serial dater is forced to go on vacation with her latest ex-boyfriend because their parents are best friends.Seventeen-year-old Kaylee Jordan is a nationally ranked athlete determined to follow in her mother's footsteps to Olympic beach volleyball glory. But as committed as Kaylee is to volleyball, the same can't be said about boyfriends. Her romantic relationships never last, so it's no surprise when she dumps aspiring filmmaker Dean Freeman-Yu after only two months. But Dean isn't just a random classmate; he's her lifelong friend and the son of her parents' college besties. They're also about to go on their annual joint summer trip to the Jordans' Malibu beach house for three weeks. Since it has been less than a month since the breakup, Kaylee decides to coach Dean through the heartbreak she caused using her usual survival guide tips, like investing in a hobby, saying yes to invitations, and taking fun daytrips. Usually, second-chance romances take place much longer after a couple breaks up, but this story works thanks to Kaylee and Dean's strong family connection. Kaylee's family is White; the Freeman-Yus are Jewish and Taiwanese, and Dean is bisexual. A moving subplot about how Kaylee lives in her three-time Olympic gold-medalist mother's shadow adds depth to her development, and it's refreshing to read a romance in which it's the girl who's the elite jock.A breezy, beachy teen love story. (Romance. 13-18)

School Library Journal (6/1/23)
Gr 8 Up— There's only one thing threatening to ruin Kaylee's beach vacation in Malibu: her ex-boyfriend, Dean. Chronic perfectionist and volleyball superstar Kaylee is looking forward to the three-week trip her family takes every summer because it's the only time each year that she lets herself relax. In the pictures she posts to her almost half-million followers on Instagram, Kaylee with her dark blonde hair, tan skin, and muscular build appears to live a perfect life. In reality, Kaylee puts so much pressure on herself to live up to everyone's expectations that she suffers from debilitating migraines due to the stress. Her mother is an Olympic Gold Medalist in beach volleyball, and Kaylee can't escape comparison. She also can't escape Dean, whose parents are college friends of her parents and a fixture of their annual Malibu vacation. Taiwanese American Dean, with his long dark hair in a bun and his hipster style, has loved Kaylee since childhood, but is struggling to digest their recent breakup. What follows is a steamy, banter-filled attempt at getting over an ex while falling in love again. High school sweethearts themselves, Wibberley and Siegemund-Broka craft a second-chance romance with plenty of forced proximity set on the dreamy beaches of Southern California. Kaylee and Dean's dialogue radiates with sexual tension and their heat is balanced with a thoughtful exploration of friendships, perfectionism, and passions versus professions. Secondary characters are fully developed, and the summer beach setting is lushly described. VERDICT Highly recommended. Fans of Jenny Han and Sarah Dessen's summer romances will devour this book.— Samantha Lumetta

9781678211882 NFL Super Bowl: The Greatest Championships of All Time Gallagher, Jim HS Kirkus Reviews (Nonfiction. 12-18)

978-0-593-56759-3 Nothing Bad Happens Here Ekstrom Courage, Rachel HS
Kirkus Reviews
A summer in Nantucket brings beauty and tragedy to the surfacePittsburgh high schooler Lucia hasn't been the same since the tragic death of her best friend, Sammi. Hoping to lift her out of her melancholy, Lucia's mom accepts an invitation for them to summer in Nantucket with Todd, her new long-distance boyfriend, and his college freshman son, Eric. Lucia, making the best of things for her mother's sake, grudgingly tolerates Todd's directive that she get a job and accompany Eric to his friends' bonfire party. Not receiving the warmest welcome from the group, Lucia takes up with a trio of girls everyone assumes are daytrippers-Tamar, Kezia, and Selah. Lucia's amused when bold Selah stands up to Eric's elitist friend, Reagan, who's the governor's daughter. Drawn to the Three's charisma and missing Sammi, Lucia ignores Eric's mistrust of them. The idyllic atmosphere is abruptly shattered when Lucia makes the chilling discovery of a teen girl's dead body in the water along the seashore. Consumed with anxiety that's intertwined with the trauma of Sammi's death, Lucia obsessively searches for the girl's identity and the reason for her death. Island politics and concerns, which prioritize reputation over finding answers, add to the multilayered setting, bringing money and power to the forefront. Lucia's complex relationship with the Three is as intriguing as it is unsettling, enhancing this immersive and haunting read. Most characters read white; Tamar is cued Black.Sparkling and seductive, with an eerie undercurrent.(Thriller. 13-17)

School Library Journal, 02/28/2025
Gr 9 Up—Lucia, 16, thinks she has her summer planned out. She wants to relax and read books. But her mother surprises her when she announces they will be living in Nantucket for the summer with her mother's boyfriend Todd. Nantucket is a safe place, but Lucia is not excited about the move and that she has to get a job. When she stumbles upon the dead body of a teen girl on the beach, it reminds her of the tragic event from the past school year, the death of her friend. Lucia decides she needs to solve the mystery of the girl's body, finding some unusual friends along the way. This mysterious teen beach read has plenty of twists to hold the interest of readers. The first-person narrative offers suspense and a surprise ending. VERDICT With twists and turns and a touch of the supernatural, this mysterious teen beach read is a welcome addition to any high school library.—Nancy Hawkins Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-0-8000-9837-7 Nothing Like the Movies Painter, Lynn HS Limited reviews because this is the continuation of a series.
Kirkus Review, 08/14/2024
In this follow-up to 2021’s Better Than the Movies, a 20-year-old college freshman gets a second chance at his dreams. After the death of his father and his mother’s subsequent physical and emotional disappearance, Wes Bennett left behind all of his plans and the girl he made them with to go home and take care of Sarah, his younger sister. But now, Sarah has graduated, his mom is back on her feet, and by some miracle, Wes has an offer to pitch for UCLA’s baseball team. Liz Buxbaum, the girl he’s always loved, works for the university’s athletic department, taking photos and video of the team for social media, which means that maybe he can have a second chance at love, too. But since Wes left, Liz has made every effort to protect herself from ever feeling that broken again; there’s no room for love, because she doesn’t believe in it anymore. Or she doesn’t want to. This second-chance sports romance includes fake dates, quippy and quirky best friends, real heartache, and the sweet ache of first love. The clever dialogue keeps readers from drowning in the main characters’ emotional push-and-pull. Reading the first novel isn’t necessary for appreciating this one, although knowing the full history between Wes and Liz will only add to the ache and longing readers feel from and for them. Main characters are cued white. A worthy second-chance romance. (Romance. 14-18)

978-0-7804-4938-1 On A Sunbeam Walden, Tillie HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (10/1/18)
Gr 7 Up-Walden's meditative space epic will easily win the hearts of sci-fi and romance fans. Mia is the latest addition to a team of restorers, who are tasked with repairing abandoned structures across the galaxy. Though each member of the tight-knit crew is harboring a complicated past, it is wistful Mia who proves to be the linchpin of the plot. Walden treats readers to a stunning interpretation of interstellar life; fluid, fish-shaped ships, floating cathedral-like ruins, and giant celestial creatures add to the grandeur of the story, as do the enormously meaningful friendships and romances among the cast of women and nonbinary characters. The narrative is split into two time lines: one set in the present, colored in berry tones with swatches of orange and red, that follows Mia and the restoration crew; and one five years earlier, done in black, white, and shades of gray blue, where Mia, then a freshman at a boarding school, develops a swoon-worthy romance with new classmate Grace. Walden depicts them with warmth, often dedicating an entire wordless page to their embrace. The artwork, from expansive landscapes to cozy glimpses of the shipmates snuggled together watching TV, is a sight to behold. VERDICT Bound to be a sci-fi favorite, especially for teens who also appreciated Nina LaCour's We Are Okay . Della Farrell, School Library Journal

Kirkus Reviews
In this graphic novel/space adventure, a young woman discovers her place in a vast universe.After graduating from an all-girls boarding school, Mia, a light-skinned, black-haired girl, joins a reconstruction crew traveling through space to restore crumbling buildings with ancient and forgotten histories. She carries with her memories of Grace, the girl she fell in love with and lost during her freshman year of school. As Mia develops close bonds with her teammates, she learns they each have mysterious and complicated pasts of their own. Despite their differences, the strength of their love holds them together on a dangerous journey to the farthest reaches of space. A deep color palette of blues and purples with bursts of warm shades captures the setting. Walden's (Spinning, 2017, etc.) diverse cast of queer characters includes Char, a black woman who co-captains the reconstruction crew with her white wife, Alma; Mia's past love Grace (a black woman); and Elliot, a white nonbinary person who communicates nonverbally. While Mia's journey is central, every character experiences a moment of growth over the course of the narrative. The timeline alternates between Mia's memories depicting the progression of her relationship with Grace and the present. At times both gently romantic and heartbreaking, the story ultimately celebrates love and the importance of chosen family.An affirming love story full of intriguing characters and a suspenseful plot. (Science-fiction graphic novel. 13-adult)

9781419765049 On Starlit Shores Glendining, Bex HS
Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 9-12 - "After the death of her beloved grandmother, Alex and her friend Grim travel to the remote and mysterious town of Indigo Harbour, a place that “has a habit of taking too much” and a strange tendency to make people forget about it once they leave. Arriving ahead of Alex’s parents to pack up Grandma Sophia’s belongings and prepare to sell her apartment, Alex and Grim begin to get a feel for the little town and its oddness. Alex, deeply curious about her grandmother’s life, begins asking around among those who might have known her, and soon discovers that she had a partner named Elizabeth—but the trail seems to go cold there. With the help of her grandmother’s dear friend Emmanuel, Alex’s efforts to understand her grandmother’s life and locate this elusive Elizabeth will lead her to a strange and fantastical discovery. Saturated colors and a sophisticated style of illustration are well suited to a whimsical yet grounded story that begs to be read in one sitting. Accessible to a wide range of readers; emotional and warm."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 08/14/2025
In this journey of love and grief, a young woman returns to the hometown she barely remembers. After her grandmother passes away, Alex travels with her best friend, Grim, to Grandma’s cottage in the small British seaside town of Indigo Harbour. With his help, Alex plans to go through her grandmother’s things, but her grief and regrets are almost too much to bear: “I didn’t even visit. I ended our calls early.” Some of Grandma’s belongings bring up vague childhood memories of the town and a bedtime story about a falling star. During a chance encounter, Alex learns that her divorced grandmother was seeing a woman named Elizabeth. She’s dismayed that Grandma didn’t tell her about the relationship—and try as she might, she can’t find Elizabeth. After Alex follows a black cat, she has an encounter that shows her there’s more magic in the town than she recalls. As she searches for information, trying to fill in the gaps and locate Elizabeth, Alex navigates loving and missing Grandma and honoring her memory. Her emotional arc is poignant and presented in a way that readers will find extraordinarily relatable. Glendining’s remarkable illustrations render each character distinctive. Their mastery of light and shadow is particularly impressive, creating a luminous watercolor effect. Alex has dark brown skin and curly black hair, Grim has tan skin and wavy black hair, and most main characters are queer. Stunning from beginning to end. (Graphic fantasy. 14-18)

979-83-687-1112-6 Only This Beautiful Moment Nazemian, Abdi HS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2023
Gr 9 Up—This complex book spans three generations and 80 years of an Iranian family whose story is told in three voices and lengthy chapters. Moud—whose story is told in the year 2019, initially in Los Angeles—is a gay Iranian American teenager who has a boyfriend. His mother is dead, his father quiet and withdrawn, and he is afraid to tell his father about his sexuality. Moud's father Saeed's story takes place in 1978 where his participation in a demonstration in Tehran puts his life in danger, so his father sends him to Los Angeles to live with a grandmother he has never met. The third voice, that of Bobby in LA in 1939, gives the backstory of what it was like to be gay then, and of his mentoring Saeed's father, and Moud's Iranian grandfather, in accepting his sexuality. The grandfather, Baba, and the issues of being gay during dangerous times, are the links that join the three narratives. When Moud travels with his father to Tehran because Baba is ill and dying, the interconnection of family and their individual stories becomes evident. The book paints an informative and interesting picture of a family, of acceptance, and of taking chances when being who you are is dangerous. The four main characters (because Baba must be included, even though he is not a narrator) are well drawn, compelling, and strong. VERDICT While probably more appealing to older teens and new adults because of the ages of the characters, the strength of the writing warrants this book a strong recommendation.—Janet Hilbun Copyright 2023 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 04/30/2023
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* When Moud flies from Los Angeles to Tehran to visit his dying grandfather, it’s a welcome reprieve from his pop-culture-saturated day-to-day. Unfortunately, he’s traveling with his father, Saeed, with whom he shares a strained relationship stemming from the death of Moud’s mother and Moud coming out as gay. He has always taken his father’s coldness as a culturally derived prejudice, which he expects to see reflected in Iran. The truth reveals itself to be far more muddled as Moud explores the secret underground enjoyed by Tehran’s gay youth and is shocked to learn how his grandfather’s own homosexuality has shaped the fates of his father and himself. This story, told in three points of view from three generations of the same family, is nothing short of masterful. Moud and his family are multifaceted and exquisitely crafted, and the setting of Tehran is suffused with sumptuous food, dance, and poetry. The subject of prejudice against LGBTQ+ people in both America and Iran is woven into all three characters’ stories, but Nazemian takes pains to highlight the courage borne by individuals in the face of oppressive regimes, holding them up as exemplars. This is the kind of story that young-adult literature is made for: a story of the heart, of the very real human struggles young people face and that adults try to—but never truly—forget."

978-0-593-40454-6 The Otherwhere Post Taylor, Emily J. HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (3/31/25)
A teenage girl is inadvertently embroiled in a dangerous mystery"Your father was innocent," the letter reads. Is it the truth? A trap? Either way, 18-year-old Maeve Abenthy is unnerved by this message, signed by an anonymous "old friend" and delivered to her by an otherwhere courier seven years after it was written-and seven years after the Written Doors were destroyed and the citizens of Inverly were lost. These events were all thanks, allegedly, to the evildoing of her father, a once revered scriptomancer. Maeve has since been living under various aliases, terrified that she'll be found out and punished for being an Abenthy. She knows that otherwhere couriers, the only people able to travel between worlds, use the magic of scriptomancy to deliver the post. A courier she questions about discovering the sender's identity reveals information that sets in motion her quest for the truth about that fateful day-and her father's involvement. Bestselling author Taylor's transformative talent as a world builder shines in her sophomore novel, an epic dark fantasy tale of love, justice, the delicate magic of finding connection, and the complex art of scribing. The prose moves quickly while at the same time incorporating great detail. The main characters are layered, their pain and humanity on par with their abilities to tackle the puzzle before them. Redhaired Maeve is light-skinned; her father had "wheat-colored" skin, and there's some diversity in skin tone in the supporting cast.A magically thrilling, gripping, and thoroughly enjoyable read.(Fantasy. 14-18)

School Library Journal Starred Review (2/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Eighteen-year-old Maeve Abenthy hasn't spoken her own name to anyone in years. It never goes well when people find out her father is the notorious scriptomancer responsible for unleashing what destroyed the world of Inverly and forced the burning of the Written Doors to contain it. Now, seven years later, there's still no travel between worlds and only the couriers of the Otherwhere Post are trained in the scriptomantic scribings that allow them to cross for deliveries; they've only just cleared their backlog of undelivered letters sent in the aftermath. Maeve is working at a shop under an assumed identity when she receives a seven-years' delayed letter saying that her father is actually innocent. She'll need to become a courier herself to uncover the truth, but can she infiltrate their rigorous and selective apprentice program while hiding who she really is? This dark academia fantasy features masterful worldbuilding, a wildly interesting new magic system, and a lovable cast of characters described with varying skin colors. Taylor has truly elevated her craft since her debut Hotel Magnifique . VERDICT This unputdownable adventure is highly recommended for all collections and perfect for fans of V.E. Schwab's "Shades of Magic" series.— Kayla Chamberlain

978-1-250-36614-6 Out of Air Reiss, Rachel HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (5/1/25)
Gr 8 Up— Phoebe, nicknamed Phibs by her friends, has lived in Boca Chica Key, FL, with her grandmother since her mother mysteriously disappeared. She's always felt connected to the ocean, is an expert diver and underwater photographer, and seems to possess a sixth sense about the underwater world. She often feels out of place among her wealthier Key West friends, but her unique gift brings them unexpected social media fame, leading to a dream dive trip to Marimont, off the coast of Australia. This trip offers Phibs a chance to spend a final, glorious summer with her friends, including Gabe, whom she secretly hopes will become more than a friend. On a dive in Marimont, Phibs feels the ocean calling her to explore a crack she sees in the seabed, which leads to a magnificent underwater cave. It's like nothing she's ever seen, but Phibs and her friends soon learn some things are best left undisturbed. The story unfolds through alternating time lines, weaving together present-day events with flashbacks that reveal details about what happened to the group before Marimont. This narrative technique, paired with an engaging writing style and some shocking twists and turns, is sure to thrill. Romance, mystery, horror, adventure, treasure hunting, and a love letter to diving all combine to make this a compelling read. Fans of The Outer Banks will find themselves hooked from the first page. VERDICT A refreshing, original debut, this book is a must-have addition to any YA collection.— Mandy Laferriere

Kirkus Reviews
A group of scuba-diving friends from the Florida Keys go on an adventure after high school graduation-but it may be their lastPhoebe "Phibs" Ray is a natural underwater. Her instincts have led her not only to befriend the Salt Squad, her crew of dive shop pals, but also to discover historic gold coins. The Salt Squad-Phibs, Lani, Isabel, Gabe, and Gabe's twin, Will-have gone viral on social media thanks to Phibs' find and her photos and videos of their dives. Over this last summer before they embark on different paths, the teens decide to go to Australia. Phibs, who knows nothing about her father and whose mother abandoned her, lives with her grandmother, and unlike her rich, college-bound friends, she isn't excited about her future: staying home and caring for Gram. But she's looking forward to this trip to a remote atoll off the coast of Western Australia, not least because she'll get to spend time with dark-skinned Gabe, her crush (most other characters present white). Their destination is also the subject of gruesome, creepy stories about a mysterious, treasure-filled cave. Alternating timelines slowly and effectively reveal the Salt Squad's shared secret and the truth about Phibs' past. Phibs is a compellingly strong, nuanced lead, and her romantic scenes with Gabe are steamy. The book, which delves into environmental themes, ultimately reaches a conclusion that's unusual and effective.Â A deep-sea adventure that snappily blends mystery and romance with social themes.(Thriller. 14-18)

978-0-8000-8960-3 Predatory Natures Goldsmith, Amy HS
Kirkus Reviews (6/17/25)
Trapped on a luxurious transcontinental train, a girl fights for her life against an ancient entityAfter a spell of difficulties, Londoner Lara Williams, who's half Welsh and half English, is relieved to be starting a two-week off-season position on the luxury train theBanebury. Since her exams went poorly, she's taking a gap year before university, so she can retake them. Welcome though the job is, she's unsettled to find that her former friend Rhys, who's Welsh, is also working on the train. Though they used to be close, they haven't spoken in months. Among the small number of passengers on the trip from Cardiff, Wales, to Tallinn, Estonia, are wealthy Welsh siblings Gwendolyn and Gwydion Llewellyn, whose carriages are off limits to staff; scientist Gwen is transporting "organic samples" to Eastern Europe. The journey goes from odd (overnight, ivy vines grow rapidly, creeping across the floors of carriages, and Lara hears "soft and hypnotic, almost somnolent" whispering) to frightening (people are taken ill with terrifying plant-related maladies). Everything is seemingly connected to the mysterious Llewellyns. When Lara investigates, she finds a powerful presence from Welsh folklore, one with whom she has an unexpected connection. Weaving flashbacks to Lara's relationship with a boyfriend who exercised coercive control over her into the developing situation on the train, this engaging, well-paced novel explores horrors both supernatural and very much of this world.Dark, page-turning, folkloric horror.(Horror. 14-18)

School Library Journal (7/1/25)
Gr 8 Up— Eighteen-year-old Lara's summer job on the Banebury, a luxury train traveling across Europe in the off-season, is supposed to be an escape from her recent past. So, despite learning her ex-friend Rhys has also accepted a job aboard the train, Lara is determined to cheerfully cater to the needs of the trip's few wealthy guests. But her plans begin to unravel after a midnight stop resulting in the additional attachment of two new, plant-filled train carriages and the arrival of the enigmatic twins overseeing them. The plants are being transported for research and staff aren't allowed in their carriages, but Lara's curiosity gets the best of her, and she isn't sure she likes what she finds. The ancient Welsh tale "Flower Face" is melded with the story of "Bluebeard" to craft this increasingly claustrophobic storyline with decidedly modern plot points. A lavish setting, awkward interactions, creeping vines, and a mysterious illness steadily heighten the mood of the work, sweeping readers along with the characters as their journey turns from luxury leisure to fear. Lara's own story is told in flashbacks interspersed throughout the main narrative set in the present. Despite potential frustration at the placement of the flashbacks, which often stalls the creepy atmosphere, Lara's slowly unfurling connection with Rhys adds an additionally engaging subplot. At times predictable, Lara's story is never boring. VERDICT A solid work of atmospheric botanical horror.— Maggie Mason Smith

978-0-593-52564-7 Pretty Girl County Wilson, Lakita HS
Kirkus Reviews (6/17/25)
A collaboration between two Black girls who used to be close is threatened by wealth disparities, complicated relationship dynamics, and diverging ideasReya Samuels and Sommer Watkins, who live in Prince George's County, Maryland, used to be best friends. But that was before Reya's mother's reality television career changed their lives and they moved from Seat Pleasant-"where bus stop benches provide seating for the overworked and beds for the unhoused"-to a large brick house in Bowie. Now Reya flaunts her wealth while Sommer has multiple side hustles (including creating digital fashion designs for Black gamers) that will hopefully pay for Spelman College. But when Reya is wait-listed by the Fashion Institute of Technology, she makes Sommer an irresistible offer: She'll hire her to help put together entries for their school's annual fashion show that Reya can present in her new portfolio to FIT. The girls connect at their gifted school and Sommer's dad's bookstore but otherwise inhabit separate realms, and they must deal with the social class judgments of their friends and family and their own perceptions of self. Readers witness their relationship's growing pains and remnants of their old closeness bob to the surface in their alternating first-person narratives. Wilson cleverly weaves insights about money's ability to distort personalities into every relationship in the story. The romance storylines are realistic and sweet but not overly saccharine.A tale of the power of inner worth told in a distinct and humorous voice. (suggested reading)(Fiction. 14-18)

School Library Journal (7/1/25)
Gr 7 Up— Prince George's County, MD, also known as Pretty Girl County, is home to Black wealth and Black families struggling to make it. Raya and Sommer used to be best friends in the lower-income neighborhood of Seat Pleasant. When Raya's mom found fame as a lawyer and joined the Housewives of Potomac franchise, Raya left behind Seat Pleasant and Sommer to live in a more affluent community. Although they go to the same school, the girls no longer maintain a relationship. When Raya is waitlisted for her dream school, the Fashion Institute of Technology, and Sommer can't afford her dream school, Spelman, Raya offers to pay Sommer to help her with the school fashion show and hopefully get off the waitlist at FIT. As the girls reconnect and redefine their relationship, they experience new romances and overcome unexpected struggles. This novel is Wilson's love letter to her hometown. Readers will come to learn the pride that families have in their neighborhoods as well as the rivalries that sometimes appear. Sommer's love triangle between her and boys from opposite ends of the socioeconomic spectrum adds an additional layer to how social class impacts the characters. Raya's relationship with her dream girl, Carmen, is also not without its trials. VERDICT A funny, emotional glimpse into the unique Black social system of Prince George's County; readers will be rooting for Sommer and Reya to achieve their dreams.— Ashley Leffel

9780062322920 Pretty Little Liars and Flawless Shepard, Sara HS We already have both these books in our district collection--this edition just has both books combined. My book 2 in the series went missing, and they don't sell it by itself any longer.

9780593621172 The Raven Boys (Graphic Novel) Stiefvater, Maggie HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 7 Up—Blue Sargent can amplify the psychic powers of those around her but cannot see into the future herself, which, in a family of clairvoyants, leaves her feeling overlooked. But when Blue unexpectedly sees the spirit of a boy named Gansey, who is fated to die within the next year, her aunt tells her this means Gansey is either her true love or that she is destined to kill him. When the living Gansey shows up to Blue's house for a psychic reading, Blue is inexorably drawn into his orbit of friends from the posh all-boys Aglionby Academy. Intrigued by Gansey's hunt for a long-lost Welsh king, whom he believes is waiting to be awakened within the forest, Blue aids the group with her knowledge of the ley lines that run through town. As the plot deepens, the group encounters trees that communicate in Latin, birds that manifest from dreams, and forests that can stop time, and they begin to unravel the secrets hidden within their community. Full-color illustrations beautifully capture the magic and mystery of the storyline, which is an adaptation of Stiefvater's 2012 novel of the same name. Blue and her family are drawn with brown skin, while the boys from Aglionby Academy are white. The condensed format means that some of the characters' back stories are rushed or occasionally confusing. VERDICT An engaging and well-executed adaptation that will revive interest in the original series.—Emily Yates Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 06/30/2025
Grades 8-12 - "*Starred Review* On St. Mark’s Eve, 16-year-old psychic amplifier Blue Sargent sees Richard Gansey on the Corpse Road, which is highly unusual and can mean only one of two things: either he’s her true love, or she killed him. Later, when they meet in real life, Blue learns that wealthy, brilliant Gansey is on the hunt for a magical pathway known as a ley line that might lead him to of the body of a long-lost Welsh king known as Glendower—and, legend has it, the magical boon that will accompany the discovery. Despite knowing the potential consequences and against the better judgment of her psychic, all-female family, Blue can't resist her curiosity, and along with Gansey and his Aglionby private school friends—moody, aloof Ronan, deeply emotional Adam, and peculiar, quiet Noah—the teens begin to make some headway on the mystery. But they aren’t the only ones looking for Glendower, and their competition is willing to be violent (again). This moving, dynamic interpretation of the first book in Stiefvater’s beloved Raven Cycle does justice to both the intricate world building and deep characterization of its source material, giving ample space to subtle yet important interactions between quiet, guarded characters and adding dimensionality with creative interplay between light and shadow."

979-83-687-7845-7 The Rebel Girls of Rome Taylor, Jordyn HS Grades 8-12 - "*Starred Review* In this exceptional historical mystery, an Italian Jewish family grapples with survivor’s guilt in both WWII and present-day Rome. Lilah is a freshman at Hamilton College, struggling with the grief of losing her mother, when she receives a surprising email. Tommaso, a university student in Rome, has discovered a locket holding a cryptic note to his nonna from someone named Bruna Mosseri. Is Bruna connected to Lilah’s family? Lilah and her grandpa Ralph travel to Rome to find out. Ralph has never spoken of his childhood, but being back in Italy helps him speak about losing his family as a young child. In alternating chapters, his older sister Bruna’s story unfolds in 1943. The morning the Germans knocked on their door, Raffy was missing. Bruna stole out to find him, returning empty-handed to witness their family being loaded onto trucks. She stayed hidden and joined the Resistance. Lilah and Tommaso become close as they uncover Bruna’s fate. The plot is complex, but Taylor writes with great clarity grounded in sensory detail. Her depiction of generational trauma stresses the importance of openly grieving and sharing difficult feelings. She also touches on LGBTQ rights in Italy. This rare depiction of the Jewish experience under Mussolini is ultimately a moving, cathartic family story of self-forgiveness and love."
Kirkus Review, 05/31/2025
A queer Jewish Italian girl joins the resistance during World War II; more than 80 years later, her grandniece attempts to uncover her story. In 1940s Nazi-occupied Rome, 19-year-old Bruna Mosseri narrowly escaped when her family was sent to Auschwitz. Riddled with guilt over leaving them, Bruna joined the resistance, where she discovered not only a new purpose, but a rekindled bond with a childhood crush. In the present, American college student Lilah Tepper longs to connect with her grandfather Ralph, Bruna’s younger brother, though he refuses to open up about his childhood. When Tommaso Reni, a student in Rome, contacts Lilah about a long-lost family heirloom and a mysterious note from Bruna, she realizes that the great-aunt everyone assumed had been sent to Auschwitz may actually have survived. Lilah and her grandfather travel to Rome to uncover the truth about Bruna, forming a tentative new relationship along the way. Bruna’s and Lilah’s stories mirror one another—both young women cope with grief and must find the courage to pursue love after loss. Taylor subtly juxtaposes the girls’ sexuality: Bruna must keep her queerness a secret, while Lilah has the freedom to be open about her bisexuality. The alternating historical and contemporary storylines weave together, moving toward a satisfying, though perhaps too neatly wrapped up, conclusion. A complexly woven yet accessible story of family history, trauma, and healing. (author’s note) (Historical fiction. 12-18)

978-0-8000-9487-4 Refugee Gratz, Alan HS Other bindings of this exact book are already in our district, just not this exact ISBN.In this graphic version of Gratz's bestselling 2017 novel, three groups of refugees in different eras face bitter hardship and persecution in the course of desperate searches for safetySet respectively in 1938, 1994, and 2015, the accounts involve a passenger ship full of German Jews, a thrown-together group of Cubans on a leaky boat, and a bombed-out Syrian family striking out for the E.U. The original novel folded in actual experiences and, in some cases, real people, unspooling three storylines in short, interleaved chapters; this new edition preserves that structure. It's a tossup whether the change in format offers any real advantages. On the one hand, actually seeing expressively posed characters and the period details around them brings both the cast and the settings sharply to life, moments of crisis and terror have cinematic impact, and racial and cultural differences remain strongly present. On the other, though, because the graphic "chapters" are only three to five pages each, and all the art is done in a similar style and palette, the dozens of switches from one storyline to the next come with dizzying frequency and can't help but impede the narrative flow. Still, after skillfully interweaving his three powerful stories together at their ends, the author urgently invites readers to contemplate their contrasts, parallels, and ever-cogent common themes.An effective adaptation, still relevant and likely to find a fresh audience. (afterword)(Graphic historical fiction. 10-13)
School Library Journal
Gr 4–8— In 1939, Josef's Jewish family flees Berlin to escape the Nazi regime. In 1994, Isabel's family sails toward Miami, leaving Castro and Cuba behind. In 2015, Mahmoud and his family run from Syria as civil war rages. Decades and thousands of miles separate them, but Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud share one thing in common: they are refugees, and their stories converge in surprising ways. This graphic novel adaptation is faithful to the original book, omitting only minor details from the main plotlines. The illustrations, which resemble the superhero comics art style, effectively heighten the drama. For example, when Josef's apartment is trashed by Nazi storm troopers, dark shadows in each panel convey the abruptness of the nighttime raid and the family's terror. The coloring is exquisite, showcasing the beauty of Isabel's Havana and the despair of Mahmoud's Aleppo. Maps are helpfully placed at the beginning of the chapters, showing each character's place in their journey. While the illustrations add excitement, the original novel's emotional heft can get lost in the graphic novel format, and the cliff-hanger chapter endings are not as riveting. The author's note has been updated to reflect new information about Syrian and Cuban refugees since the prose novel's publication. VERDICT The original Refugee remains an important and timely book; this graphic novel adaptation brings the moving stories of Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud to life for a new generation of readers. A good choice for where the original is popular.— Danielle Sachdeva

978-1-541-60040-9 Rocket Men: The Black Quarterbacks Who Revolutionized Pro Football Eisenberg, John HS
Kirkus Reviews
A history of the agonizingly slow acceptance of Black quarterbacks in professional football.Who recognizes the name Frederick Douglass "Fritz" Pollard? A Black Illinoisan born in 1895, Pollard was taught by his parents "to interact respectfully with whites but also to stand up for themselves when necessary." As veteran sportswriter Eisenberg notes, he later became "the NFL's first Black quarterback" as well as "the first Black player to participate in the game that became known as the Rose Bowlâ�¦and the first Black head coach in the NFL." Pollard is not better known because after his time on the field, which ended in the mid-1920s, Black players were frozen out of the game, "and by the time the tiniest trickle of Black players resurfaced after World War II, the quarterback position had evolved, emerging as football's most glamorous and complex role, deemed so important and challenging that owners and coaches would not dare trust a Black man with it." That lack of trust was born of pure racism, of course, and the unfounded assumption that Black players lacked the intelligence to captain a team. Eventually, players such as Buffalo's James Harris proved that assumption wrong-though Harris, a star college player, was selected No. 148th in the NFL draft, "a slap in the face." Finally, in 1974, then with the Los Angeles Rams, Harris "became the first Black quarterback to start an NFL playoff game." It would be another decade before two Black quarterbacks faced each other. Two decades after that, when Michael Vick ran afoul of the law, Black players were again effectively frozen out of the position. Now, of course, the situation has changed utterly: Aaron Rodgers, Eisenberg points out, is the NFL's highest-paid player, but after him come four "Black quarterbacks with contracts worth more than $1 billion combined."A vigorously told story of the battle for equity on the gridiron, a battle that is still playing out.

Library Journal, 07/31/2023
Covering more than a century, this book by award-winning sportswriter Eisenberg (The League) exposes the stereotypes and institutional racism that Black people have battled to play as quarterbacks in the National Football League (NFL). Twenty-nine chapters span from Fritz Pollard's October 1923 quarterback role to the 2022 NFL season that included 18 Black quarterbacks—10 starters, eight backups. Through 1985, no NFL season saw more than two Black starting quarterbacks. In fact, the gridiron was white-only from 1934 to 1946, during the NFL's ban of Black players. Backgrounding aspiring Black quarterbacks over the years, the book indicates changes in society and on the field, as franchises, owners, and coaches hindered or helped players of color. The author takes special care to unfold the spike in opportunity in the 1990s that produced the 2000 season's unsurpassed peak of 14 Black starting quarterbacks. VERDICT An insightful behind-the-scenes peek at the NFL and its continuing prejudices that negate the concept that the best quarterback should play, regardless of race. Rich with commentary from interviews, this expansive narrative is ideal for football lovers and readers interested in developments in U.S. race relations and the compelling stories behind some athletes' paths and experiences.—Thomas J. Davis Copyright 2023 Reed Business Information.

978-0-593-52557-9 Rosa By Any Other Name Alcaraz, Hailey HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—Alcaraz's striking story follows Rosa Capistrano, a Mexican American teenager coming of age in 1955 Phoenix, AZ. Determined to chase a future beyond the citrus fields where her family works, Rosa passes as white to attend a segregated, better-funded high school across town. What unfolds is a compelling portrait of a young woman leading a double life, caught between her family's expectations, the pull of friendship, and high-stakes secrecy in a world marked by racial boundaries. Alcaraz writes with emotional depth, bringing Rosa's voice to the page in a way that feels both intimate and unflinchingly honest. The novel explores identity, assimilation, and structural injustice by shedding light on a lesser-known chapter of American segregation and the lived experiences of Mexican American youth in the Southwest. Interwoven references to Romeo and Juliet, including a tragic death, and moments grounded in Mexican American culture add layers to the narrative. This is historical fiction that feels timely and necessary, with strong appeal for readers who appreciate authors like Elizabeth Acevedo, Erika L. Sánchez, Ruta Sepetys, and Ashley Hope Pérez. For educators, it's a valuable text to pair with units on civil rights, postwar America, and the complexities of cultural identity. VERDICT A powerful coming-of-age story about passing, resistance, and self-discovery. Recommended for YA collections.—Amanda Chacon Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 06/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* Fall 1955: high-school senior Rosa Capistrano has been passing as white to attend North Phoenix High School in Arizona. When Rosa’s high-school friend Julianne Callihan meets her childhood friend Ramón Montoya, they’re smitten, becoming star-crossed lovers. This relationship comes to a tragic end when Julianne’s father, enraged by their interracial union, shoots them both down. Devastated at having witnessed the murders, Rosa is further shocked to discover Deputy Callihan is pinning the blame on Ramón. Rosa finds solace in Ramón’s older brother, the brooding and handsome Marco, who introduces her to a group called El Foro (“the forum”), which discusses civil rights and social justice. These outlets slowly provide Rosa with the courage to use her voice to defend her friends and speak out on the inequalities facing her people and other underrepresented groups. Alcaraz’s second novel is an extensively researched historical work about the assimilation process for Mexicans during a time when segregation was still imposed in schools. Alcaraz has created a story that aims to show BIPOC readers how imposter syndrome has been a long-standing struggle for people of color to overcome. A great read for budding young activists interested in a realistic perspective of the Great Migration and Jim Crow era."

978-1423165651 The Sacrifice Higson, Charlie HS No reviews - continuation of a series. Reviews included here are from book 1 of the series. We already have this book in the district, just not this ISBN.

School Library Journal, 06/30/2010
Gr 7 Up—In this dystopian thriller set in London, everyone over 16 is dead or diseased, and youngsters are in constant danger of being eaten by boil-infested grown-ups who roam the streets like zombies looking for children to kill. Led by teens Arran and Maxie and armed with makeshift weapons, a group of kids sets out from the uncertain safety of an abandoned supermarket to travel to Buckingham Palace, where a young messenger promises that food, medicine, and a haven are available. Along the way, Arran is killed. One youngster selfishly decides to stay behind with a secret stash of food and is there to tell Small Sam, who had been abducted and feared dead, where the others (including his sister) have headed. Sam's quest to find Ella parallels the story of the large group with similar run-ins with marauding adults and mistrustful children who scavenge about the city. The bleak setting is filled with decay, danger, and puss-oozing parents who have turned into butchers. On arriving at Buckingham Palace, Maxie decides that David, the teen leader there, is too tyrannical, and she must regain control of her brood and convince them to leave for a new location. The last chapter squelches any real hope for the future and will leave readers somewhat haunted and chilled about the doomsday scenario. Descriptive and suspenseful, this title is similar to but less imaginative than Patrick Ness's "Chaos Walking" series (Candlewick).—Vicki Reutter, Cazenovia High School, NY Copyright 2010 Reed Business Information.

Publishers Weekly, 04/18/2010
Library Media Connection, 09/30/2010
Imagine living in a world where all the adults are dangerous. Because of a mysterious illness all grownups are diseased zombies who view children as food to be slaughtered and eaten. This awful new world leaves children to fend for themselves; forcing them to create their own order out of chaos. Leaders emerge, unlikely talents and skills are discovered, and even amidst the horror, friendships are forged. Readers will see, as the children embroiled in this struggle found, that people are complex and stereotypes do not define the individual. Set in London, the vernacular, reminiscent of Harry Potter (Scholastic, Inc.), has timely appeal for readers. Teachers and librarians will find this a provocative book to use when discussing stereotypes and limits people place on themselves and others. The book offers much to consider for readers looking at their own personal strengths and weaknesses. Characters emerging in this chain of events will leave readers anxiously awaiting the sequel. Highly Recommended. Kaye Dotson, Assistant Professor, East Carolina University, Greenville, North Carolina

9781974728541 Secret Reverse Takahashi, Kazuki HS No reviews - Publisher's Age Range is 9-12. This is a Spider-Man & Iron Man comic.

978-0-8000-8548-3 Side Quest: A Visual History of Roleplaying Games Sattin, Samuel and Steenz HS
School Library Journal Starred Review
Gr 6 Up— Dedicated gamers and newcomers alike will love this guided tour through role-playing game (RPG) history. Steenz and Sattin appear as cartoon versions of themselves to narrate, moving between personal stories and gaming history to provide an accessible and inclusive foundational graphic novel that deserves space on any Dungeon Master's shelf. Offering glimpses of tabletop role-playing game (TTRPG) beginnings in Asia, its growth through Europe and the Americas, and, naturally, the emergence of Dungeons &; Dragons and live-action role-playing (LARPing), the graphic novel covers a lot of ground. The two also tackle subjects like racism and sexism with equal parts sensitivity and humor. Steenz and Sattin note key creators and characters in RPG history, including J.R.R. Tolkien, Michael Moorcock and his famed character, Elric, and Robert E. Howard's Conan the Barbarian. Back matter features a comprehensive bibliography, a glossary, and even an original, playable Dungeons &; Dragons adventure. The authors' lived experiences are engaging, acknowledging racial and gender issues from games and creators while offering positive new directions and contributions by creators of different cultures and gender identities. VERDICT With discussions on role-playing's ability to help people with socialization, self-expression, and expression of gender identity, Side Quest is a great place to begin for history fans, gaming fans, and graphic novel readers, alike.— Rosemary Kiladitis

Kirkus Reviews
In this conversationally narrated graphic novel, Sattin and Steenz (starring as themselves) explore the history of role-playing gamesTabletop role-playing games combine elements of imaginative play, interactive storytelling, and statistics-based tactical gaming. The evolution of the TTRPG began long before the creation of Dungeons & Dragons. After explaining the basics of modern TTRPGs, Steenz (a nonbinary Black person) and Sattin (a light-skinned man with dark hair) invite readers on a nonlinear journey through time and around the globe. They discuss how interactive theater and tactical war games contributed to the creation of role-playing games-both live action and tabletop. The information is well organized and appealingly illustrated, divided into six parts that each focus on a different aspect of TTRPGs-"Beginning the Adventure," "Books of Lore," "From Battlefield to Sandtable," "Assume Your Role," and "Magic in the Modern World"; "Continuing the Adventure" then describes how the modern TTRPG is still evolving. Throughout, Steenz and Sattin acknowledge and critique the racism, sexism, and other forms of discrimination embedded in the ideologies that influenced the development of modern TTRPGs, including The Lord of the Rings and Conan the Barbarian. They also highlight the work of gamers from marginalized backgrounds who are increasing inclusion and accessibility. The concluding miniadventure offers an exciting, conflict-filled setting, but an overinvolved nonplayer character creates a rigid story structure and dampens the thrill of the heist.Engaging, informative, and comprehensive. (creators' note, glossary, bibliography)(Graphic nonfiction. 12-18)

978-1-536-22881-6 Skipshock O'Donoghue, Caroline HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
On a train headed to boarding school, a girl suddenly finds herself in another world where time functions differentlyAfter the sudden death of her father, 16-year-old Margo's depression swerves into rebellion. But as she's returning to her Dublin boarding school, something miraculous happens. Suddenly she's in a completely different train car, and someone's sitting in her seat. Moon, as he's called, is an itinerant salesman-and he decides to help Margo. Maybe this strange girl can help fund his way out of a life shortened by skipshock: the deadly toll that constant traveling between worlds takes on the body. Each world has a different number of hours in its days; the days in Northern worlds are shorter, causing accelerated aging, while Southern worlds have days that are nearly as long as Earth's. Semper, the ruling world, is Southern, and they've outlawed traveling for anyone but salesmen. But Margo's arrival from Earth-a sealed world no one was aware of-indicates that there must be a rupture, which sparks interest in a universe on the brink of a war. In this duology opener, Margo and Moon must try to stop tyrannical Semper. Their journey is one of rollicking adventure, ever-present danger, and simmering romance. Readers will burn through the pages as they traverse gorgeous, fully realized worlds replete with their own varied dramas. Margo reads white and Moon is a member of the nomadic Lunati, who are often treated with suspicion.Incredibly immersive and utterly unique.(Fantasy. 14-18)

School Library Journal Starred Review (10/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— In a universe where days in the North can last mere hours while wealthier Southern worlds have time to spare, Moon ekes out a living as a salesman. Eventually the skipshock from the rapid time changes will kill him. Margo should be arriving in Dublin for boarding school after her father's death. Instead, she is on the same unfathomable train as Moon. Hunted by the authorities, recruited by revolutionaries, and always accompanied by Moon, Margo must figure out how she got here if she ever wants to get home. Vast worldbuilding, distinct characters, and gripping action propel the narrative and underpin the astute commentary on privilege, wealth, and colonialism in this power struggle where time is everything. VERDICT This deeply romantic duology starts as fast as a two-hour day on Khaise and never lets up.

978-1-09-829769-5 Snakes Lim, Angela HS No Reviews - standard nonfiction

978-0-8000-8764-7 Snowglobe 2 Park, Soyoung HS Limited reviews because it is the continuation of a series.
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (5/29/25)
An intrepid teenager battles a powerful, corrupt family to liberate the ordinary people of her frozen world in this translated work from South KoreaIn this duology closer, 17-year-old Jeon Chobahm is living in Snowglobe with a few other girls who, like her, recently learned-and exposed to shocked viewers-the secret that they're clones of Goh Haeri, the star of the world's most popular reality show. The most recent Haeri died by suicide; now Chobahm vows to discover the fate of the original Haeri, who mysteriously disappeared three years ago. She investigates the Yibonn Media Group, which rules over Snowglobe, while also contending with resentful fellow clone Serin, eluding constant surveillance, and dealing with uncertain feelings about sympathetic Yibonn heir Bonwhe. Chobahm's movements are impeded by the extreme weather, blackouts, and human-induced environmental disasters that abound in Snowglobe. When Chobahm learns she'll be framed for a terrible crime, she sets out to reveal an explosive secret to the world, one that the Yibonn family would do anything-including committing murder-to keep quiet. The entertaining plot is deftly interwoven with weightier themes: How does entertainment distort reality? How does one soften the pain of remembering-and what is the price of forgetting? The story is complex, and the heavier themes are handled with a light touch, allowing Chobahm's strength, intelligence, and compassion to shine. This volume is accessible to new readers but is best appreciated by those familiar with the series opener.Layered, distinctive, and memorable. (cast of characters)(Dystopian. 12-adult)

978-1-250-86981-4 Song of a Blackbird van Lieshout, Maria HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (12/6/24)
A Dutch girl must unravel a complicated family history to save her beloved grandmotherIn Dutch author and illustrator van Lieshout's debut graphic novel, Oma, Annick's grandmother, has leukemia, and doctors have said that her best chance of survival is a bone marrow transplant. Family members usually offer the likeliest match, but the search for a donor leads Oma to learn that she's not biologically related to her siblings. Hoping to discover the identities of Oma's biological parents-and a viable donor-Annick studies the only surviving clues from Oma's World War II childhood: a set of prints of Amsterdam buildings. Along her life-changing journey, Annick meets Koenji, a handsome street artist and poet whose mother is from Japan, and the pair piece together the significance of the buildings in the prints, following a trail that leads them through Amsterdam and on to the U.S. Told from the perspective of an omniscient blackbird through dual timelines that shift between 2011 and the mid-1940s, this skillfully researched tale is historically and emotionally resonant, reinforcing the importance of art as "a radical act of freedom and resistance." Van Lieshout juxtaposes her clean, striking two-toned illustrations against stark black-and-white photographs, adding dramatic splashes of color. The backmatter cites the real people and places that served as inspiration. Accessible, haunting, and immaculately researched, this work will claim its place beside graphic novel classics such as Art Spiegelman'sMaus and Marjane Satrapi'sPersepolis.Powerful, moving, and utterly unforgettable. (photo credits, bibliography)(Graphic fiction. 12-adult)

School Library Journal Starred Review (11/1/24)
Gr 10 Up— Van Lieshout's graphic novel debut opens with a blackbird who acts as a third-person omniscient narrator, calling out to those who are suffering to hear its sympathetic song. "Retelling. Remembering. This is how we keep stories and memories alive. This is how we keep people alive." Readers get two alternating yet intertwined storylines: Annick in Amsterdam, 2011, and Emma in Amsterdam, 1943. Annick is a young girl searching for answers to her ailing grandmother's past, while Emma, a student, is searching for small gleams of light, which she finds in helping those in need through an era of darkness. The illustrations and coloring are sharply contrasted, with slight hues of color to differentiate the point in time readers are being immersed in. These striking illustrations are blended seamlessly with actual photographs that ignite emotions for those following both protagonists on their riveting journeys. Through different characters, the horrific intent of Hitler and the Nazis is made transparent, and the text on how Hitler came to power is comprehensible for developing minds, allowing for critical thinking and discourse about historical events. The story builds a powerful connection from the near present to the past, as readers learn about these tragic moments in history. Though the story is fiction, photographs and historical background at the end of the book reveal the harsh realities of world history. VERDICT Though not for the faint of heart, this touching, gripping, and heartbreaking historical graphic novel doesn't shy away from the dark sides of the true events it's based on, while still offering a ray of hope for the genuine good out there.— Cat Miserendino

978-1-338-88947-5 Stealing Little Moon: The Legacy of American Indian Residential Schools Jones, Dan SaSuWeh HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (9/1/24)
Gr 4–6 —The Jones family was present through the entire existence of the Chilocco Indian Agricultural School, from the 1885 opening to its 1985 closing. Covering four generations of a Native Ponca Nation family, memories and accounts are recited from the family's painful boarding school legacy. Each generation had to adjust to its new life of rules, punishments, and loneliness, taken miles away from their homes. Over the course of the century, what was permissible in standards for this schooling had changed for the better with efforts led by Native advocates. With content and themes of assault and colonial violence, Jones respectfully portrays the lived and intense experience inflicted on his and so many other Native families. Embedded through the chapters are short snapshots of a mentioned key event or person, giving larger context and details. Black-and-white photographs provide a visual element, from Tribal Leaders and Heroes to Chilocco's campus over the years. With this book, readers will enhance their critical thinking skills, reflect on systemic mistreatment, develop diverse discussions, and appreciate the power of culture and family. VERDICT Detailed with emotional sympathy inherent in the retelling from a family's lineage, this narrative nonfiction title pays homage and remembrance to those harmed and intended to be forgotten.—Kaitlin Srader

Kirkus Reviews
Relays the heart-wrenching experiences of the American Indian boarding school eraThis comprehensive and complex text by Jones (Ponca) follows four generations of his family's education at Chilocco Indian Agricultural School, starting with the experience of his grandmother. In 1885, when she was just 4, government officials stole her from her family and drove her a great distance away by wagon for boarding school. Ponca Tribe members had already been forcibly relocated from their Nebraska homelands by the U.S. government to Oklahoma. Jones explains how the boarding schools erased Native culture from students' lives to assimilate them into dominant white society. He details the cultural genocide and displacement of Native peoples, describing the poverty and other lingering effects through subsequent generations. Throughout the text, which combines general historical background with his family's story, readers learn about the abuse of and systematic attacks on American Indian people over the century that the boarding schools were in existence. The density of the information included requires some patience from readers, but Jones also offers hope, describing the revitalization of Native culture and people's ability to live in two worlds despite the U.S. government's history of legal restraints on sovereign Native nations. Text boxes provide extensive context, but their placement can distract from the flow of the narrative. Jones' truth-telling and the family experiences he weaves throughout will surely ignite a fire deep within the souls of Native youth today.Presents harsh realities and thought-provoking content critical to understanding U.S. history. (bibliography, photo credits)(Nonfiction. 9-14)

978-0-374-38942-0 A Steeping of Blood Faizal, Hafsah HS Limited reviews - continuation of a series
Kirkus Review, 08/14/2025
The gang gets back together after the catastrophic events of A Tempest of Tea (2024). Arthie Casimir and her brother, Jin, managed to uncover the real identity of—and steal a ledger with incriminating evidence about—the Ram, monarch of Ettenia, but their crew, a mix of vampires and humans, is irrevocably changed. The revelation of a secret leads to a rift between the siblings, the Ram is still in power, and now humans are going missing, with blame unjustly falling on the vampires. To take down the colonizer of her birth country, Arthie must get everyone to work together again, travel back to her homeland of Ceylan, and pull off her most daring heists yet. With chapters alternating among the perspectives of Arthie, Jin, and Felicity “Flick” Linden—a skilled forger and Jin’s love interest—this genre mashup set in an intricate fantasy world combines exciting action and adventure, heartfelt romance, and complex paranormal beings, all while feeling relevant to real-world issues. The trio of non-white leads face racial prejudice among other hardships in a society that constantly underestimates them. The plot takes a little while to really get started, but once the action amps up, there are plenty of tense and impassioned moments. The ending satisfyingly wraps up the main conflicts and is sure to evoke a strong emotional response from invested readers. An exciting and bittersweet ending to a compelling duology. (map) (Fantasy. 13-18)

978-0-593-69689-7 Summer Girls Dugan, Jennifer HS
Kirkus Reviews
Cass Adler has a rule: "Absolutelyno dating summer girls. Ever." Unfortunately for her, Birdie Gordon is irresistibleCass is a hardworking lifeguard on the beaches of Newport, Rhode Island. She loves her friends, family, and neighborhood-and hates the entitled summer tourists. Cass is headed to MIT in the fall, and she has to make as much money as she can to help pay her way. When wealthy George Gordon, who owns the many rental properties Cass' father manages, offers to pay Cass to keep an eye on his wild, flighty daughter, Cass reluctantly agrees. But between the forced proximity and emotional memories of their childhood friendship, Cass finds herself caught in Birdie's orbit. Birdie, on the other hand, has been nursing a secret crush on Cass for years. Both girls are white and bisexual; Birdie is a well-known social media influencer with a boyfriend. The narrative not only chronicles the teens' slow-burn romance, but also deftly addresses the underlying issues present in their relationship, including wealth, class differences, the privilege of being able to come out on your own terms, and the volatile nature of social media. This fast-paced enemies-to-lovers romance will keep readers turning the pages, eager to see whether Cass realizes that not all summer girls are the same, and that some, in fact, might be worth everything.A summer romance that's a delightful read in any season.(Romance. 13-17)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 03/31/2025
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* After accidentally crashing her cheating boyfriend’s McLaren, online influencer Birdie Gordon is forced to spend the summer after graduation being “babysat” by her old crush, Cass. While this is not an ideal situation, Cass (born into a working-class family) is coerced by Mr. Gordon (a real estate investor) to look after his privileged daughter. Birdie, who has never known privacy due to her media-obsessed mom, begins to enjoy a life of anonymity working as a parking lot attendant, slowly building autonomy. As they spend more time working at the beach and helping Cass’ parents with the Affordable Housing Coalition, both girls cannot escape their undeniable attraction and end up falling in love. The only problem is Birdie’s worry of opening up about her relationship and bisexuality to friends and family. Noticing Birdie's hesitation, Cass fears that Birdie will be just another heartbreaking “summer girl.” Both teens will have to put their social status aside to make this relationship flourish. Dugan’s newest LGBTQ+ romance is a continuous page-turner. Aside from the blossoming relationship, Dugan focuses on current issues such as coming out and gentrification. Many young adults will also relate to the worrisome problem of parents recording their children for online content. A reminder that love is always worth the fight."

978-0-593-17629-0 Sunkissed West, Kasie HS
Kirkus Reviews
The summer before her senior year, 17-year-old Avery unexpectedly finds romance on a family vacation.Avery's family spends their summers away from Los Angeles, enjoying the outdoors; this year it will be two months at a remote resort in the California woods. Her 15-year-old sister, Lauren, an outgoing video blogger, is distraught by the camp's lack of internet access while go-with-the-flow Avery is just hoping for no drama, upset after having found out her best friend kissed her ex-boyfriend. An initial miscommunication makes things tense with handsome camp staff member Brooks-until Avery agrees to help him write songs for a band competition in exchange for his helping her step out of her comfort zone. Of course, staff aren't supposed to fraternize with campers, which leads to much sneaking around, though Avery and her sister attend several staff parties thanks to befriending lifeguard Maricela and drummer Kai. Avery learns to find her voice, both metaphorically-she feels her parents don't take her seriously-and literally, as she must overcome her stage fright when asked to step in for the vocalist in Brooks' band when they compete in the festival. Avery's complicated relationship with her family feels underdeveloped, though the love story with Brooks hits all the right notes. Fans of West will enjoy this watered-down Dirty Dancing tale, with its swoony romance and uncomplicated plot. Most characters are White; Maricela is implied Latinx, and Kai is Polynesian.A sweet, undemanding summer read. (Romance. 12-16)

School Library Journal
Gr 7 Up-A summer cut off from friends and technology could not have come at a more perfect time for easygoing Avery. After a devastating betrayal by her best friend, a trip to a family camp seems a welcome escape. But a full schedule of activities and family bonding can't stop her growing anxiety about the fate of her closest friendship, and as Avery comes to some uncomfortable realizations about how she's perceived by those she loves, she decides to use this summer to try new things. She gets help from a cute staff musician named Brooks, and a forbidden staff-guest romance blossoms after she agrees to fill in on lead vocals in a battle of the bands competition he's entered. Light, frothy, swoonyall the words for summer romances apply here, and this loose, tamed-down retelling of Dirty Dancing delivers, even for readers who have never seen the source material. Avery's angst over her falling out with her friend from home adds emotional texture without overwhelming the fun, and the development of her relationship with her budding social media influencer sister showcases some real character growth. Avery and Brooks are cued as white. VERDICT Readers who rip through romances in the summer will be happy to have this peeking out of their beach bags.Beth McIntyre, formerly at Madison P.L., WI

978-0-8000-9324-2 The Survivor Wants to Die at the End Silvera, Adam HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (7/1/25)
Gr 9 Up —Silvera's latest novel is proof that he is one of the best storytellers of the modern era. This third installment to the Death-Cast series brings Alano Rosa and Paz Dario together at the top of the Hollywood Sign. Alano is famous for being the heir to Death-Cast, the company that knows the day each person is going to die, and Paz Dario is famous for being the boy who killed his dad on the day that Death-Cast began. Alano climbs up to save Paz, who is trying to die by suicide because of the trauma he suffers from that fateful day. Alano is there to escape the control his father has over him and the public's constant intrusion into his life. As they spend the week together, each must learn to combat their own demons, both internal and external, and realize that even if fate played a big part in their meeting, love is going to be the force that helps them survive. This trilogy as a whole taps into the meaning of life as few books do. The narrative is intense and heavy but also powerful. For readers, knowing Silvera lives with mental health issues, including some he explores in the book, will help them see they are not alone. This novel contains suicide attempts, suicidal thoughts, self-harm, and discussions of mental and physical abuse. VERDICT Every teen library must have Silvera's books on the shelves, especially this series. This book is epic in size and heart and still readers won't think it's long enough.—Maria Ramusevic

Kirkus Reviews
When Death-Cast doesn't call, fate intertwines the lives of two boys, both haunted by their pasts and with futures they can't escapeIn this third installment of the series that opened with 2017'sThey Both Die at the End, Paz Dario waits every night for Death-Cast to call-as it should have for his father nearly 10 years ago, when Paz shot him to save his mother's life. But the call never comes. Death-Cast killed Paz's dreams of an acting career: No one will hire him now because the world sees him as a villain. When Paz tries (not for the first time) to put an end to his suffering, an unexpected encounter with Alano Rosa, the heir of Death-Cast, stops him. Both in a place of desperation, Alano and Paz sign a contract to live for Begin Days instead of waiting for their End Days. As suspenseful and emotionally wrenching as the previous titles in the series, this new installment explores heavy themes of abuse, mental health, self-harm, and suicide. Paz grapples with a recent diagnosis of borderline personality disorder. Silvera surrounds Alano and Paz with a web of complex relationships. Although the protagonists fall fast for one another and form a deep connection over Alano's desire to support Paz, Silvera emphasizes the importance of professional help. Both Alano and Paz have Puerto Rican heritage. The cliffhanger ending promises more to come.Raw, delicate, and deeply caring. (content warning, resources)(Speculative fiction. 14-18)

979-83-687-7832-7 Tall Water Sindu, SJ HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—Nimmi, 16, is navigating uncertainty about her future, beyond the usual teenage questions of college and career. Born in Sri Lanka and identifying as Tamil, Nimmi holds dual American and Sri Lankan citizenship, but lives in South Dakota with her journalist father. Nimmi feels isolated in Sioux City, where her cultural identity is poorly understood, and they have had little contact with her estranged mother, who runs a UNICEF orphanage in Sri Lanka. When her father is sent to report from war-torn Sri Lanka, Nimmi secretly follows him, determined to reconnect with her mother after years of separation. There, she reunites with her mother, bonds with the orphans in her care, and begins to explore her sexuality. Sindu's narrative follows Nimmi as she is confronted with extraordinary challenges, including surviving a tsunami (based on the real 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami), that far exceed the experiences of most American teens. Expressive illustrations vividly portray both the chaos of military rule and the emotional complexity of Nimmi's journey. Dream sequence panels further enhance the story, blurring the line between hope and reality, and deepening readers' empathy. The novel ends on a realistic yet hopeful note for Nimmi's future. VERDICT A compelling, heartfelt story, and an excellent addition to most YA graphic novel collections.—Kim Gardner Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 06/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* Nimmi wants so much and deserves it all: admission to Columbia University, nomination for class valedictorian, and a trip to Sri Lanka to visit the mother she has never known and a country she does not remember. When Nimmi’s journalist farther is sent on assignment back to Sri Lanka, Nimmi knows December 2004 is her moment—she will secretly follow her father across the world to a country in the midst of a civil war. Sindu’s profound, crisp, and well-organized story beautifully weaves together the haunting yet splendid nature of Sri Lanka during a period of civil war that lasted generations, as well as the tsunami that changed the lives of millions both within and beyond the island. Throughout, she raises poignant questions about what makes people choose to stay or go in times of war. Dion MBD transports readers to the colorful island with his renderings of tea-laden hills painted bright green and debris-laden beaches in downcast gray. Side characters are richly illustrated—careful strokes of a pen for brushy mustaches and bright, blood-red lighting for absolutely terrifying military men—and thoughtful moments of silence help communicate fear and longing. Nimmi's coming-of-age journey and a search for identity and queer joy during times of strife is powerful example of comic storytelling as resilience and resistance."

978-1-547-61111-9 They Bloom at Night Tran, Trang Thanh HS
Kirkus Reviews
A Vietnamese American teen searches for something monstrous in a post-apocalyptic near futureTwenty-one months ago, Hurricane Arlene left the town of Mercy, Mississippi, waterlogged and its economy devastated. Worse, red algae lingers, enveloping everything from buildings to fish in a blood-red bloom. Now, Noon and Mom scavenge the contaminated waters in their shrimp trawler, looking for traces of Noon's brother and father, who superstitious Mom believes have been reincarnated as sea creatures. Noon, who has never felt comfortable anywhere-"I have always been different. Iam different"-feels at home in this strange new landscape. But things are becoming stranger still: The wildlife is mutating, Noon's body is mysteriously changing, and people are going missing at an alarming rate. Jimmy Boudreaux, a crooked businessman and a tyrannical local boss figure, believes that a monster is stalking the waters. Using the loan Noon's parents owe him as leverage, Jimmy extorts Noon into helping him hunt it down. With Jimmy's ornery daughter, Covey, in tow, Noon returns to Mercy to investigate. The teens discover the shocking, skin-crawling truth about what's overtaken the region-and Noon grapples with long-suppressed wounds. Tran fills the pages with sensory detail, creating a haunting setting that immerses readers in their worldbuilding. Noon is a complex and multifaceted protagonist, whose reckoning with trauma and selfhood (especially gender identity and Vietnamese ancestry) is the emotional center anchoring the extraordinary plot events.Overflowing with horrors-and with heart.(Horror. 14-18)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 02/28/2025
Grades 9-12 - Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* As the climate in Mercy, Louisiana, worsens following an ill-fated hurricane, Nhung “Noon” Lê and her mother are attempting to survive as they mourn the loss of Noon’s brother and father, though her mother believes they may be out there, reborn as something else. They catch shrimp and fish off of the coast, avoid the red algae bloom overtaking waterways and neighborhoods, and make trades with the predatory Jimmy of Jimmy’s Gator Swamp Tour and Emporium, hoping he doesn’t decide to repossess Wild Things, her late father’s boat. But there’s something in the water, stealing people in the night. Jimmy decides to take advantage of the Lês’ precarious position, threatening to withhold supplies and take the boat if they don’t help his daughter, Covey, track down and capture whatever may be harming the locals so that he can add it to his burgeoning tourist trap. Noon soon finds that Covey isn’t a loyalist to her father, and they strike a tenuous alliance to find the creature and Covey’s missing mother. But something isn’t quite right with Noon, and it just might be the key to finding the monster. Though filled with intensely unsettling imagery of twisted creatures and a disaster-stricken landscape, Tran’s sophomore work contrasts the disturbing with the beauty of human connection. While portraying multidimensional characters and relationships that feature realistic familial trauma and recovery, Tran succeeds in creating a moving contemplation on queerness and gender identity, the immigrant experience, and moving beyond survival to fight back against oppressors."
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978-0-593-48258-2 The Thirteenth Child Craig, Erin A. HS
Booklist, 08/31/2024
Grades 8-12 - "Hazel is the last of 13 children, and as a baby, she was informally adopted by the Dreaded End—the god of Death, Merrick—who promises to collect her properly one day. By her twelfth birthday, she’s almost given up, but that’s when he finally appears, ferrying the girl to her new home, the Between. After a year of studying, Merrick gifts her with the supernatural power to see anyone’s sickness and know the cure. She becomes a renowned village healer quickly, but some people simply can’t be healed, and they must be shuffled into death by Hazel, as well. After not being able to save her first love, she gives up on companionship for good, but everything changes when the royal guard comes to ferry her to the palace to heal the king. With eerie atmosphere, this interesting take on the Grimm tale of Godfather Death follows a girl faced with a terrible question: Is letting a dangerous man live worth the love of a prince? A strong choice for fairy tale fans."

School Library Journal, 08/31/2024
Gr 9 Up—The rare yet rather extraneous 13th child of a poor huntsman and his wife begins defying expectations from the moment of her birth. When Hazel is claimed as the godchild of the god of death Merrick, the Dreaded End, the attachment imbues her with a gift—she can diagnose and heal nearly any ailment, with the caveat that she is also expected to end the suffering of those marked unsavable. The emotional weight of this charge is already becoming difficult for Hazel to process when she is sent to heal the king from a strange illness known as the Brilliance. A growing affection for the infuriating Prince Leopold pushes Hazel to question her entire destiny. Sparks fly as Hazel and Leopold's feelings blossom, and she must reckon with the conflict between her duty and her heart. Brooding and romantic in tone, this Grimm-inspired fairy tale has all the dark, Gothic vibes. The gods are surprising and ruthless; Hazel's sometimes brutal responsibilities contrast believably with her warm personality. The central romance suffers a bit from a late introduction, but readers who enjoy spending ample time within a world will be thrilled by the expansiveness. VERDICT A sweeping and atmospheric addition to the slate of YA retellings.—Allie Stevens Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

978-1-66590-401-8 This Book Might Be About Zinnia Morris, Brittney HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 7 Up—In alternating perspectives, two teenage girls search for the meaning of family. In 2024, Zinnia Davis, 18, is a perfectionist whose dream is to go to Harvard, like her adoptive parents. After receiving feedback that her personal essay is "unoriginal," she must find a way to make her writing stand out. When her favorite author's newest book has details that align with her own life, she begins to suspect that the author could be her birth mother, and figuring out the truth would make for the perfect essay. In 2006, Tuesday Walker, 16, is trying to piece her life back together after placing her newborn daughter for adoption, which she processes through writing in her journal. Tuesday learns her mother's insistence to keep the baby a secret may be darker than it seems after finding newspaper clippings that involve murder, the mafia, and the family of the baby's father. The time lines converge when Zinnia sneaks off to New York City to confront the author in person. It can be difficult to differentiate Zinnia's and Tuesday's perspectives, due to similarities between characters (both girls have café jobs and are dealing with overbearing mothers). The commentary provided on what it means to be a family, transracial adoption, and the feelings experienced by adoptees, birth parents, and adoptive parents is done well, with Zinnia, Tuesday, and Zinnia's adoptive mother learning to be understanding of one another's feelings and boundaries. Zinnia is biracial (Black and white), Tuesday is Black. VERDICT Full of heart, this book is recommended for libraries where Elizabeth Acevedo's Clap When You Land is popular.—Karyn Hladik-Brown Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 05/31/2025
Two teen girls seek answers about family. In 2024, Zinnia Davis, an adopted, biracial, Type A 18-year-old, is applying to Harvard, but she faces a harsh dose of reality after being informed that her college essay feels “calculated” and “formulaic.” After her best friend, Milo, gives her a book featuring a character with an eerily similar backstory to hers—and the exact same heart-shaped birthmark on her forehead—Zinnia decides the author must be her biological mother, and she decides to write her essay about her attempt to prove this. In 2006, Tuesday Walker, a Black 16-year-old, is left reeling after surrendering her newborn daughter for adoption. She was pressured by her mother, who’s determined to keep this baby a family secret; she doesn’t want Tuesday to let the baby’s white father know she exists. Tuesday doesn’t even know her own father’s name, but after one too many ominous and mysterious occurrences, Tuesday finds herself on a quest to uncover her hidden paternal lineage and protect the daughter she was forced to give up. Told from alternating perspectives, this dual narrative follows two young women who are both seeking the truth about their lives. Seamlessly shifting between perspectives, the story remains cohesive and sustains a quick pace. Morris insightfully explores themes of anxiety and the relentless need for perfection as both characters wrestle with their emotions and perceived shortcomings. A compelling, introspective journey into identity and the power of familial love. (Fiction. 12-18)

979-83-687-7939-3 This Is Where We Die He, Cindy R X HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—A senior trip turns deadly in this twisty locked-room mystery. The last time Sadie, Isla, Will, Emily, Charlie, and Ant were together, two of their friends ended up dead. However, Sadie's wealth and connections helped cover up exactly what happened. Eighteen months later, Sadie is convinced to rent the exclusive, private Christie's Island to throw one last party for her graduating class. The six friends arrive a day earlier than their classmates, and upon arrival discover the island deserted; and while there's plenty to eat and drink, there's no way to contact the mainland. Right as it becomes clear their classmates won't be joining them, the friends start to drop dead, one by one. As the main narrative on the island unfolds, flashbacks to the group's deadly ski trip reveal the lengths, and horrors, these teens are willing to go to survive. The story is full of twists and red herrings, with a satisfying conclusion readers won't see coming. Fans of Agatha Christie will appreciate the references to And Then There Were None. Emily is cued Asian; Ant is cued Latinx; Isla, Will, Charlie, and Sadie are cued white. VERDICT This fast-paced mystery belongs on library shelves.—Karyn Hladik-Brown Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 05/31/2025
Grades 8-12 - "*Starred Review* After surviving an avalanche 18 months prior, six friends helicopter to an exclusive island retreat, complete with a glass mansion, to celebrate their high-school graduation. Paradise quickly turns into nightmare fuel, however, when they are hunted by someone who knows what secrets they thought were buried back in the snow. This psychological thriller will leave the reader gasping for air and glaring into the mind of a vengeful killer. Trigger warnings tell the reader what sort of tale to expect, with good reason; themes of survival, cannibalism (largely off-page), and violence pervade. Told from ever-decreasing points of view, the book is also interspersed with breaks consisting of text messages from outside perspectives after the weekend away, keeping the suspense high. Several homages to the golden age of detective fiction find themselves at home here (the secluded estate, an ensemble of suspects, dark and stormy nights, etc.). The tension builds slowly, allowing the individual characters to develop, before reaching a terrifying pitch. The irony of staying in an actual glass house while throwing stones of denial and accusation at one another adds an extra layer to this multifaceted tale. A page-turner that will leave the reader wondering if the ending was preventable or inevitable."

978-1-250-37717-3 The Thrashers Soto, Julie HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
When police investigate a teenage girl's supposed suicide, New Helvetia High's most exclusive friend group comes under scrutinyThe Thrashers are high school royalty. Zack Thrasher (the group's namesake), Lucy Reed, Paige Montgomery, and Julian Hollister are wealthy and attractive. Jodi Dillon, who feels ordinary by comparison, has been friends with Zack since childhood. Not just anyone can become a Thrasher, but that was Emily Mills' goal. After Emily is found dead the evening of prom, rumors circulate around school that she was Thrashed-socially ostracized-for trying to join the clique. Everything starts to unravel after investigators find Emily's journal detailing how she was bullied by all of them-except Jodi, who rebuffed her. Jodi feels compelled to seek the truth surrounding Emily's death without implicating her friends, but the more she learns, the more she doubts their credibility. The story's careful, highly effective pacing contributes to the increasingly unsettling tension as strange and terrifying incidents occur. Readers who empathize with insecure Jodi are kept in suspense until the end, feeling relief whenever the others show genuine care for her while nervously anticipating the possibility that harm may befall her. Main characters largely present white. Lucy has brown skin, and Jodi is cued as white and Latine.A haunting page-turner that smartly explores the complexities of teenage relationships and feelings of self-worth.(Thriller. 14-18)

School Library Journal Starred Review (5/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Emily died by suicide on prom night, and her journal claims it's the Thrashers' fault. Jodi never wanted to be a Thrasher, an "elite" group of five friends at New Helvetia High, but that comes with the territory of being Zack's longtime friend. With a detective going after the Thrashers for Emily's death, Jodi must dig to uncover her friends' secrets. On her journey for truth, weird messages and peculiar accidents keep happening to the Thrashers, leading Jodi to believe Emily isn't quite ready to let go. Soto successfully dives into the YA scene with a mystery thriller that keeps readers second-guessing until the end. Jodi struggles with self-esteem, which leads her to be an unreliable narrator battling truth versus fiction. Emily's strong characterization heavily influences the Thrashers as her manipulative and obsessive tendencies haunt their sense of morality. The supernatural element of flickering lights and freak accidents adds a creepy layer to the tale. By confronting her friends, especially Zack, Jodi learns that words are important, and honesty can be brutal or kind. Guilt is a spectrum, and end revelations leave Jodi accepting that friendship sometimes becomes messy and destructive when communication breaks down, but it can also surprise one in unexpected ways. While physical character description is minimal, there is some diversity present. VERDICT With a new-era Pretty Little Liars vibe, this cautionary thriller is the perfect drama for Karen M. McManus and Rory Power fans.— Emily Walker

978-1-7748-8408-9 Titan of the Stars Johnston, E.K. HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (5/1/25)
In this duology opener, teens work together to survive being stuck on a spaceship with aliensThe spaceshipTitan's maiden voyage is a weeklong journey from Earth to Mars. The more than 500 passengers include paying customers, who are enjoying a first-class experience, the crew, who are stressed about keeping the aforementioned group happy, and some journalists and scientists. Petrified aliens, found preserved in permafrost, are on display in cases. The point of view alternates between the queer, white-presenting leads: Celeste Sparrow is a junior engineer who knows where all the hidden tunnels are on theTitan, and Dominic Reubens is an aspiring artist, who's fed up with his boyfriend, Adam Jeffers. While they're both survivors of a terrible earthquake in Eastern Canada known as the St. Lawrence Rupture, their experiences on Earth couldn't have been further apart. Celeste struggled to get where she is, while Dominic was adopted by prominent parents. Here on theTitan, crew member Celeste and wealthy Dominic are drawn to each other-initially out of curiosity but, when the aliens run amok, out of the need to survive. Dominic's and Celeste's perspectives initially unfold at a deliberate pace. When the action ramps up, the story vibrates with terror, offering readers a compelling and harrowing treat and highlighting the teens' sheer cunning and urgent desire for survival. The presence and impact of colonial privilege and power are also inescapable.Riveting and thoroughly enjoyable.(Science fiction. 14-18)

School Library Journal (5/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Celeste's determination has paid off; she has escaped life in the Rupt, the devastation following an earthquake that impacted half of Canada and is proud of her role as engineer on a cutting-edge, luxury spaceship headed for Mars. Dominic is less than enthusiastic about space travel, as being trapped on the ship means being trapped with his overbearing parents who are determined to ensure any dreams he has of art school are left on Earth. As Celeste and Dominic develop an unexpected friendship, they are also witness to a unique surprise brought aboard the ship: ancient aliens stored in display cases for the entertainment of passengers. But when the aliens are purposely released into the ship, not all of those passengers will reach an escape pod. In this work, readers will recognize the typical signs of a catastrophe in the making: an ecological disaster on Earth resulting in a plan to mine Mars, a gilded space shuttle with a stark class divide to travel there, and the hubris of those who built the shuttle making everything exponentially worse. But this is no stale redux of other works in the genre. The author's attention to detail keeps readers immersed in the moment, while dual viewpoints gradually bring the characters alive, and a steady pace and eerie atmosphere propel the work forward. A fun Alien Easter egg is included via Dr. Ripley, the ship's ethnobiologist. VERDICT A mash-up of sci-fi and horror tropes fervently coalesce into a satisfying and fresh option for teens.— Maggie Mason Smith

978-1-66593-230-1 The Tournament Barrow, Rebecca HS
Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 9-12 - "Mean Girls gets a queer, BIPOC, dark academia update in this engrossing thriller about a school where girls are taught to survive and thrive, by whatever means necessary. Senior year at the Gardner-Bahnsen School for Girls should have three things: friends, Ivy-League applications, and the annual Tierney Cup. When ex–best friends Max and Nora, along with newcomer Teddy, compete in the yearly tournament, tensions rise, expectations shatter, and boundaries evaporate. All three narrators read as Black and lesbian, and privilege seeps out of the woodwork at Gardner due to the mostly upper-crust student body; the students’ language, though, happily disregards any traditional notion of politeness. The plot gallops along, sometimes too quickly, zigging when the reader knows it will zag. The romantic entanglements are necessarily complicated; the characters are teenagers, after all. The somewhat one-dimensional secondary characters aside, the main three come across beautifully through deep introspective looks at their lives, emotions, and possible futures. With an ending that makes the reader question any belief in basic goodness, The Tournament will leave a lasting impression."

From Kirkus
May 1, 2025
Gardner-Bahnsen School for Girls "prides itself on being different"--and that goes for both the students they admit and what they're taught. Unlike other elite boarding schools, Gardner's curriculum incorporates survival skills such as archery, hunting, and butchering game. These lessons culminate in the annual Tierney Cup tournament, in which seven seniors compete for the coveted trophy through a series of wilderness tests. Wren "Max" Maxwell, a Black scholarship student with a troubled family background, dreams of winning the cup and proving herself in her new social circle. The competition is complicated by the presence of Nora McQueen, Max's former best friend, a biracial (Black and white) girl whose confession of romantic feelings fractured their bond. Also competing is Theodora "Teddy" Swanson, a newly arrived Black girl with a checkered past. Tensions rise when Teddy begins dating Nora, intentionally provoking Max. As the contest unfolds, a hurtful secret comes to light with dangerous consequences. The story is told from the three girls' revolving points of view. Teddy reveals that she feels a "black hole" within her that's only satisfied by feeding off the chaos she creates; despite this explanation, her obsession with Max seems forced. The narrative invites readers to question the unhealthy dynamics among the girls at the school, who frequently belittle one another. The buildup to the denouement is long, but readers will be treated to a shocking ending. There's racial diversity in the supporting cast. A slow buildup pays off with an explosive ending.(Thriller. 14-18)

978-1-66596-127-1 Twenty-four Seconds from Now: A Love Story Reynolds, Jason HS Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/14/2024
School Library Journal Starred, 09/30/2024
Gr 9 Up—Reynolds is back with his first romance novel, a heartwarming story about first loves and first times, told in reverse. Twenty-four months ago, Neon Benton first laid eyes on Aria Wright, looking fine in her sweatpants, T-shirt, and ponytail, after being chased away from his grandpa's funeral by her dog. Fast forward two years and Neon finds himself locked in Aria's bathroom, stressing about the correct way to open a condom and the intricacies of how to unhook a bra, because 24 seconds from now, they are going to, you know. In between, their relationship unfolds in a series of moments and important conversations. Neon seeks advice from all the important people in his life: his energetic friend Dodie, his older sister Nat, and his caring and up-front parents. The romance of these two Black teenagers is told openly and honestly. Neon takes such care in wanting to do right by Aria. The conversations with his parents are stand-out moments in the story, as Neon navigates his own feelings and the fervor of wanting to do things right. Reynolds has single-handedly set the standard for all young women on the type of guy they deserve. VERDICT A present-day Judy Blume's Forever, this novel has been set up by its author to become a modern classic.—Amanda Harding Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/14/2024

978-0-593-88724-0 Tyger Said, S.F. HS
Kirkus Reviews
In a 21st century in which slavery was never abolished and the British Empire still rules the world, a London boy gets caught up in a fantastical fight for the survival of all living thingsAdam Alhambra is a courier. His Middle Eastern Muslim immigrant parents have a Soho alterations shop, and Adam makes deliveries to the white patrons who live on the other side of the checkpoints that separate the Ghetto from wealthier parts of the city. While fleeing from a robber, Adam escapes through a hidden doorway and meets the immortal Tyger, one of many creatures who are extinct in his world. Adam agrees to help Tyger by finding the Guardians who can reopen the gateways between worlds and stop the hatred and oppression stoked by a maleficent immortal named Urizen. He's assisted by new friend Scheherazade "Zadie" True, a Black Muslim girl whose parents came from Timbuktu. The fast-paced story, populated by a diverse cast and underpinned by a creative premise, will sustain the interest of fans of plot-driven narratives even as it delves into moral and philosophical questions of belonging, inequality, and unity in the face of efforts at divisive manipulation. The alternate-history worldbuilding, featuring lore that's indebted to William Blake, is dramatically evoked by McKean's monochrome art. The strength of this novel, which garnered multiple honors in the U.K., lies in its demonstration of the power of art and language as tools of resistance.A vividly novelized parable that explores all-too-timely social themes.(Fantasy. 12-14)Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* Reynolds’ foray into romance is as spectacular as expected. Standing in front of the bathroom mirror, a nervous Neon is preparing for his first time with his girlfriend, Aria. He’s full of (understandable) nerves, and there are sparse details that explain how he got to this point. Following his 24-second pep talk in the mirror, the chapters turn to the past rather than the future. Readers are treated to Neon’s past two years by exploring 24 minutes before the moment, 24 days before the moment, and so on. In this format, the reader gradually gets to know Neon, his values, and his family life while better understanding his relationship with Aria. This structure makes for a unique read. Reynolds’ ability to introduce characters in reverse and make them compelling is a testament to the author’s skill. Readers of his previous works will easily lose themselves in the author’s writing and complicated characters. While Neon’s relationship with Aria is highlighted during a pivotal point, Reynolds pays tribute to many different kinds of love stories and doesn’t shy away from the messiness of love; instead, the author’s exploration is grounded in reality. Undoubtedly, a story for everyone.High-Demand Backstory: Jason Reynolds is a household name in the youth literature arena, and that alone will garner this plenty of attention."

978-1-250-82037-2 Under the Heron's Light Pink, Randi HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (10/4/24)
The Great Dismal Swamp is ready to unearth family secretsIn 1722, Babylou Mac, nearly 19, killed the preacher's son right after he murdered her mother. With the owner of the plantation where the family was enslaved in pursuit, she and her siblings fled into the magic of the Great Dismal Swamp, a wild and dangerous place that offered death and salvation in turn. In modern times, Atlas returns to her grandmother Grannylou's home for the Bornday celebration: She and three cousins, all born on Grannylou's birthday, are turning 19. Atlas worries that Grannylou's age is catching up to her; she speaks of impossible, magical things, including having lived for hundreds of years. Grannylou, in turn, sees in Atlas a beacon for the lost souls, "guided by the promises of our ancestors" and seeking a paradise hidden in the swamp-but she also warns against letting the wrong people in. When Grannylou decides to return to the swamp, the cousins must unravel the secrets of the Isle of Floriate, which "has been a refuge of necessity" that blesses those "brave enough to reach its shores." They must also guard against old enemies with grudges against their family. Poetic language, lush descriptions, and characters so conflicted and nuanced as to feel real anchor the magical elements, while the cousins untangle centuries of heartbreaks and horrors inflicted by cruel white enslavers to learn where they came from and the gifts they've inherited.A fierce, loving, and exquisite humanity-centered book. (author's note, sources)(Fantasy. 13-adult)

School Library Journal Starred Review (10/1/24)
Gr 8 Up— Three hundred years ago, Babylou Mac and her siblings escaped into North Carolina's Great Dismal Swamp after Babylou killed their mother's murderer. There, they lived on the Isle of Floriate, an enchanted place where the natural world protects those whom she deems worthy, but not without a price. In the present day, Atlas and her three cousins Mika, Jacob, and Pansy prepare to celebrate Bornday—the combined birthday tradition for the cousins and their beloved family matriarch, Grannylou. This Bornday celebration promises change early on, when Grannylou allows Atlas a first sip of Dismal Tea, a powerful potion that gives Atlas the ability to perceive ghostly spirits. Always content to believe she was Grannylou's favorite, Atlas is startled when Pansy is revealed to have had her own unsettling experience with the Swamp, which seems to be beckoning Grannylou back into its "thumb-thick thicket[s]" for reasons the cousins struggle to understand. But they would follow Grannylou to the ends of the Earth, though the swamp is filled with magic and intense emotions, and something there demands a reckoning. The Great Dismal Swamp is a very real place with a harrowing history worth exploring. The lyrical and ethereal writing alongside the warmth of the dialect, a creative concept extremely well executed, and characters readers can't help but care about combine with painfully authentic emotions for a one-sitting read. VERDICT This must-purchase is an expansive narrative that skillfully examines the ways a family's past affects descendants in the present.— Allie Stevens

978-0-374-38894-2 Under the Same Stars Bray, Libba HS
School Library Journal (2/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Three generations are connected by a tragic event in Nazi Germany. In 1939, Hanna and Sophie are two typical teenage girls searching for love. They send letters to the Bridegroom's Oak, a tree believed to possess magical matchmaking powers. Initially, they ignore the presence of Nazi soldiers in their village, but the brutal beatings and rising extremism soon become impossible to overlook. In 1980, Jenny moves from Dallas to West Berlin with her parents. There, she meets Lena, a member of the city's punk scene, who introduces Jenny to a world far removed from her parents' ritzy apartment. Lena also forces Jenny to confront long-avoided questions about her sexuality. In 2020 New York City, Miles and Chloe find themselves separated by the pandemic. Together, they begin researching a mystery mentioned by Chloe's grandmother—the disappearance of two girls, Hanna and Sophie, from their German village decades earlier. Their internet sleuthing reveals more than their online classes ever could, teaching them about the various forms of resistance and the price many paid to fight tyranny. Their discoveries unfold against the backdrop of rising anti-AAPI violence and the murder of George Floyd. While the long chapters and multiple points of view make it challenging to follow the narrative, the story remains a powerful testament to hope and resistance. Miles, who is white and Filipino, has two moms, while Chloe is white. VERDICT A moving love letter to courage, connection, and the long fight against oppression.— Cathy DeCampli

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 12/14/2024
Three groups of teens are connected by a painful, decades-old mystery. In 1940s Germany, best friends Sophie and Hanna believe in the magic of the Bridegroom’s Oak, which is said to help people find true love. Hopeless romantic Sophie, in particular, takes comfort in the protection of the Dodauer Forest where the oak grows—until World War II becomes a violent reality that tests not only the girls’ friendship but also their conceptions of duty and justice. In 1980s West Berlin, preppy American transplant Jenny is a fish out of water—until she meets German punk Lena, who urges her to rebel against society’s expectations. And in 2020 Brooklyn, Miles is trying to adjust to the radical changes brought on by Covid-19. When his best friend, Chloe, is gifted with her grandmother’s scrapbook, the pair uncover a trail of secrets linked to long-ago disappearances. Bray’s immersive third-person narrative seamlessly navigates past and present, weaving together themes of power, remorse, forgiveness, and hope. She crafts her characters with detailed precision; their emotions feel as alive as each well-rendered historical setting. Through the lens of these young people’s lives, Bray emphasizes how much we’re connected, offering a powerful depiction of transformative storytelling as an act of resistance and a harbinger of the future. Most characters are white; Miles is Filipino and white. A breathtaking journey that will leave a lasting impression on readers’ minds and hearts. (Historical mystery. 13-18)

978-0-593-81151-1 Unexpected Consequence of Bleeding on a Tuesday Toney, Kelsey B. HS
Kirkus Reviews
What should be the most rewarding day of Delia's high school career instead leads to her expulsion from her Texas prep schoolSince middle school, 17-year-old Delia's periods have brought her debilitating pain. This month, when her period begins two days early, it threatens to keep her home on a day when she must be present in order to stay in a prestigious premed program. Delia's well-meaning sister gives her a homemade THC tincture that provides some relief, allowing her to go to school and meet her mentor-but when the dean discovers the substance, Delia's kicked out. She must finish the year at public school. There, she reconnects with former best friend Ruby, who's navigating her own medical issues with irritable bowel syndrome. Attendance policies that ignore complex illnesses could prevent both girls from graduating on time. Ruby's activism around the subject inspires Delia to raise her own voice in a way that she's been hesitant to before. An engaging protagonist, Delia often feels that she's "too much" for her supportive family and friends. Her first-person narration is refreshingly candid as she chronicles her medical journey, including details of a pelvic exam by one of the many gynecologists she sees in search of a diagnosis. Delia's determination to manage her medical condition ultimately pays off in unexpected ways. Delia and Ruby are cued white; other friends are racially diverse.An honest, empowering, and relatable story about self-advocacy and perseverance in the face of discrimination. (author's note, resources)(Fiction. 12-18)

School Library Journal (6/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Toney's debut explores chronic illness, youth agency, and the fight to be heard. At its center is 17-year-old Delia Bridges, a high-achieving high school senior whose dreams of becoming a doctor are jeopardized by excruciating period pain—pain that has been dismissed by adults and medical professionals for years. When a well-intentioned gift from her younger sister—a homemade marijuana tincture—helps Delia make it to a crucial mentorship meeting, it also leads to her expulsion from their prestigious Texas prep school. Forced to finish out the year in public school, Delia reconnects with Ruby, a former best friend now dealing with her own chronic condition, IBS. Their renewed friendship becomes a catalyst for advocacy, as Ruby's fight against rigid attendance policies inspires Delia to raise her voice, too. With humor and tenderness, Toney deftly navigates themes of period stigma, systemic medical neglect, and health equity, grounding the story in Delia's candid first-person narration. Her emotional growth toward period positivity is supported by a likable, diverse cast. Toney's personal connection to the subject matter brings authenticity to the narrative, lending credibility and depth to Delia's experiences. VERDICT Honest, empowering, and deeply relatable, this novel is recommended for all young adult collections.— Alicia Rogers

9780063327771 Unordinary: 3 Uru-Chan HS
School Library Journal, 04/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—The drama at Wellston High continues in this third volume of "unOrdinary." Seraphina has returned but been left temporarily powerless. Arlo continues his rise to King of the school. The mystery of seemingly powerless "zero" John is also under investigation as it is discovered his power was to the level of a King at his previous school. As the violent organization Ember is closing in, the influence the book unOrdinary will continue to have on these superpowered high schoolers is unclear. Fans of this series will be able to pick up with the vast cast of characters while newcomers may struggle with the many plotlines. VERDICT A good hybrid of superhero and magic school stories. Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 03/14/2025
When the powerful become powerless, a private school’s hierarchy is shaken up. Popular pink-haired, blue-eyed Seraphina is back at Wellston just as black-haired, brown-eyed John, who’s “just a zero,” faces the consequences of his recent outburst. The friends’ dynamic has changed in dangerous ways the other students must not find out about; they still want to keep each other safe, but their secrets create a chasm between them. Meanwhile, EMBER, the terrorist group that takes down superheroes, is causing more turmoil. The norms that permitted the more powerful to freely abuse the weaker students are starting to crumble, just as those at the top fight to protect the status quo and each other. The light-skinned characters at the center of the cast have opposing goals, but each has someone they want to protect— either from EMBER or from the threat of being treated like the powerless. New social dynamics, exciting fight scenes, and relationships that continue to deepen in complex ways are highlights of this latest volume. The thrilling story will keep readers engaged; the central moral dilemma is presented from different angles, and readers will become attached to the intriguing characters, whether they’re in the right or not. The full-color artwork highlights action sequences and portrays characters whose expressions show a full range of emotions. An engaging, nuanced page-turner in a series that keeps getting stronger. (Graphic adventure. 14-18)

978-0-8000-9499-7 War Games Gratz, Alan HS Second review is an informal review. Alan Gratz's works are incredibly wellknown in the educational library world.
Kirkus Review, 08/31/2025
In his latest, prolific author Gratz takes on Hitlerâ€™s Olympic Games. When 13-year-old American gymnast Evie Harris arrives in Berlin to compete in the 1936 Olympic Games, she has one goal: stardom. If she can bring home a gold medal like her friend, the famous equestrian-turned-Hollywood-star Mary Brooks, she might be able to lift her family out of their Dust Bowl poverty. But someone slips a strange note under Evieâ€™s door, and soon sheâ€™s dodging Heinz Fischer, the Hitler Youth member assigned to host her, and meeting strangers who want to make use of her gymnastic skillsâ€”to rob a bank. As the games progress, Evie begins to see the moral issues behind their sparkling facadeâ€”the antisemitism and racism inherent in Nazi ideology and the way Hitler is using the competition to support and promote these beliefs. And she also agrees to rob the bank. Gratz goes big on the Mission Impossibleâ€“style heist, which takes center stage over the actual competitions, other than Jesse Owensâ€™ famous long jump. A lengthy and detailed authorâ€™s note provides valuable historical context, including places where Gratz adapted the facts for storytelling purposes (although thereâ€™s no mention of the fact that before 1952, Olympic equestrian sports were limited to male military officers). With an emphasis on the plot, many of the characters feel defined primarily by how theyâ€™re suffering under the Nazis, such as the fictional diver Ursula Diop, who was involuntarily sterilized for being biracial. Fast-paced and plot-driven. (Historical fiction. 9-12)

Publishers Weekly Starred, 07/20/2025
In a smartly plotted page-turner by Gratz (Resist: A Story of D-Day), young athletes competing in the 1936 Berlin Olympics literally go for the gold upon becoming embroiled in a plot to rob the German national bank. Oklahoma gymnast Evie dreams of winning Olympic gold and pulling her family out of financial precarity. When she falls short of passing a qualifying round, she’s approached by unscrupulous, apparently British journalist Solomon, who proposes that Evie—alongside German weightlifter Karl and French diver Ursula—help him steal Nazi gold. Though their athletic capabilities seemingly guarantee they can overcome the Reichsbank’s security measures, the trio must first locate a secret tunnel beneath the Olympic stadium to facilitate the break-in, a task made harder by the watchful presence of Evie’s designated Youth Services Host Heinz, whom she believes is a Hitler Youth spy. Well-researched historical facts add tooth to this cinematic novel’s shocking twists and turns. Layered depictions of Nazi discrimination against Jewish, Black, and queer individuals—and how it impacts the story lines of Karl, who is gay, and biracial Ursula, who is Black and white—are a standout feature of this riveting adventure. An author’s note contextualizes included figures and events. Ages 9–12. (Oct.)

978-1-536-23016-1 Wearing My Mother's Heart Thakur, Sophia HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (7/5/23)
A poet's ode to the women in her family.Thakur, a British performance poet of Gambian and Asian descent, writes that her "mouth mostly speaks from the abundance of" her mother's and grandmothers' love. Having lived "vastly different" lives from the author's, they haven't always agreed, but "their hearts have always been more powerful than any rule or rationale," and she emphasizes the importance of understanding them. These sentiments from Thakur's introduction establish the vein in which the poetry that follows traverses generations, traveling through geographies of land, mind, and body. A sense of being rooted, as well of searching, clearly comes through in this collection, as the author weaves together themes of love, belonging, race, and identity. In "It Was a Different Time," Thakur writes, "In a culture of scales / that tip to tradition, / my sisters and I grate our fingertips away in the kitchen, / callous to our kaleidoscope dreams, / blink into the eyes of society, / stand behind the mirror / and hold our hips. // We read them in Brailleâ�¦ // â��You are function before you are female.'" The evocative and poignant poetry explores the power a mother holds; art, censorship, and exploitation; and God, romance, love, and more. Memory, family, hope, and grief hold the poems together while they strongly excavate sociopolitical themes. Reading them is unsettling-and powerfully beautiful.A masterful, immersive read. (Poetry. 14-adult)

School Library Journal (10/1/23)
Gr 9 Up— Spoken-word poet and London native Thakur speaks in living memory of tradition, family, and friendship, drawing from reflections on perseverance and resilience. Referencing her Gambian grandparents in the 1960s and the choices they made that broke with religious doctrine and familial tradition, Thakur uses free-form and rhyming verse in her "reflections on family, first love, grief, belief and resolution." For instance, "Wearing our Mothers," reflects on the joyful light her grandmother shone. Many of the poems use the imagery of mirrors and reflections to describe ancestral lineage and the art of seeing through the eyes of one's predecessors. Though not presented as strictly linear, later poems focus on mature love and evoke darker imagery, but the closing works reveal an opening to self-love, empathy, and thankfulness. Poems addressed to an unnamed "you" speak to absent lovers, present caregivers, the poet herself, and readers as both subject and object of reflection. Some poems are brief stanzas, like a whisper of memory or a half-remembered song, which risk appearing simplistic or sentimental fragments that could have been developed further. VERDICT This collection will resonate with readers who enjoy the poems of Naomi Shihab Nye and the works of Elizabeth Acevedo and will appeal to the poet's many social media followers.— Rebecca Jung

978-0-8000-7888-1 What the River Knows Ibanez, Isabel HS
School Library Journal (10/1/23)
Gr 9 Up— Spoken-word poet and London native Thakur speaks in living memory of tradition, family, and friendship, drawing from reflections on perseverance and resilience. Referencing her Gambian grandparents in the 1960s and the choices they made that broke with religious doctrine and familial tradition, Thakur uses free-form and rhyming verse in her "reflections on family, first love, grief, belief and resolution." For instance, "Wearing our Mothers," reflects on the joyful light her grandmother shone. Many of the poems use the imagery of mirrors and reflections to describe ancestral lineage and the art of seeing through the eyes of one's predecessors. Though not presented as strictly linear, later poems focus on mature love and evoke darker imagery, but the closing works reveal an opening to self-love, empathy, and thankfulness. Poems addressed to an unnamed "you" speak to absent lovers, present caregivers, the poet herself, and readers as both subject and object of reflection. Some poems are brief stanzas, like a whisper of memory or a half-remembered song, which risk appearing simplistic or sentimental fragments that could have been developed further. VERDICT This collection will resonate with readers who enjoy the poems of Naomi Shihab Nye and the works of Elizabeth Acevedo and will appeal to the poet's many social media followers.— Rebecca Jung

Kirkus Reviews
In 1884, a 19-year-old Argentine and Bolivian heiress sets sail to investigate the mysterious deaths of her parents in Egypt.Inez Olivera grew up in Buenos Aires largely without the presence of her mother and father, who often were in British-ruled Egypt, assisting TÃ o Ricardo, her archaeologist uncle, with his expeditions. When word comes that Inez's parents have disappeared in the desert and are presumed dead, she intends to find out exactly what happened to them-much to the chagrin of secretive, smoldering Whitford Hayes. Former British soldier Whit works for TÃ o Ricardo, who orders him to send the reluctant Inez back home for her own safety. But Inez repeatedly and craftily evades this demand. She realizes that a golden ring her father sent from Cairo before he disappeared has imprinted her with magic that may help unearth Cleopatra's tomb. TÃ o Ricardo, a historical preservationist who opposes colonial exploitation, is desperate to find it before greedy treasure hunters can rob Egypt of its artifacts. As the story unfolds through Inez's and Whit's alternating points of view, the chemistry between them sizzles, and they run into danger and deception at every turn of their epic quest-all while remaining unsure if they can even trust one another. Extensive worldbuilding in the first half pays off with a fast-paced conclusion laden with shocking twists. A jaw-dropping cliffhanger in the epilogue will leave readers deliciously questioning everything and hungering for the sequel.A romantic, heart-pounding adventure. (map, timeline, author's note) (Historical fantasy. 13-18)

978-0-316-47999-8 When We Go Missing Henry, April HS
School Library Journal (5/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— Henry's latest features the alternating perspectives of teens Willow and Dare, volunteers at a Portland animal shelter, and Ryan, a real estate agent who preys on teenage girls and young women. Willow, who has a tough time at home with an ill mother and distant stepfather, finds a camera memory card containing many photos of girls—some don't appear to know they're being photographed, while others seem frightened—and learns one of them is missing. The novel's pacing picks up halfway through, once Willow begins investigating; the first half is primarily centered around the day-to-day of the shelter, which is in danger of closing. Dare, meanwhile, is dealing with guilt over an accident that led to his being on probation—volunteering is a condition of his plea deal. Ryan's chapters offer a truly predatory view as his behavior escalates rapidly from illicit photography to luring with ruses with intent to assault and more. Both Willow and Dare are wealthy, in contrast to the unhoused population near the animal shelter. The teens are generally written as compassionate, but some descriptions are lacking, as when Dare refers to city bus passengers as "freaks and weirdos." Willow and Ryan are white; Dare has light brown skin and Italian and Japanese heritage. Sexual assault and murder of teenagers occur but are not described in graphic detail. VERDICT Recommended where Henry's books and blends of coming-of-age and mystery are popular.— Amanda Mastrull

Booklist, 04/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "Seventeen-year-old Willow loves photography and animals, so her volunteer job as photographer for the animal shelter Finding Home is the perfect fit. Since the shelter is underfunded and understaffed, she also knows how to do every other job. While out walking one of the shelter dogs, she finds a camera card, and when she looks at it to see if she can figure out to whom it belongs, she is disturbed to see it is filled with pictures of young women, some of whom look frightened. The police aren’t very interested in it, so Willow, along with new volunteer Dare, decide to investigate. When she learns that a few of the girls are actually missing, she becomes convinced that a serial killer is on the loose. The police are still not interested, so she tries to get the killer’s attention on her own. The fast-paced plot is narrated from three perspectives: Willow’s, Dare’s, and the serial killer’s, which keeps the pages turning. Known for her deeply suspenseful novels, Henry has done it again."

978-1-25081-534-7 Where Shadows Meet Caldwell, Patrice HS
School Library Journal, 03/31/2025
Gr 9 Up—The first in a duology about a world-altering power struggle between vampires and other mythical beings. Over 1,000 years ago, the young outcast Favre fell in love with Thana, the princess of the gods. Her devotion to the princess allows Thana to overthrow her father and Thana's growing ambition causes a millennium of violence between gods, vampires, and humans. The present day follows the current vampire princess Leyla on a journey to Nekros, the island of the dead, to rescue a childhood friend. Najja, one of the last yamajas and messengers of fate, joins Leyla, knowing she is the key to determining the future of the world. Caldwell offers a complex blend of worldbuilding and character development in this high fantasy. The novel's dual time lines provide readers with the origin and backstory of the current world, although information sometimes feels disjointed and a little overwhelming. The story is narrated from multiple points of view and carries themes of sacrifice, power, expectations, and purpose. Najja has a history of self-harming (never shown but discussed and referenced), and Leyla experiences chronic nerve pain. Characters are cued Black. VERDICT This YA fantasy has it all: a well-developed mythos, engaging emotional journeys, and captivating romance.—Maria Martin Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 02/28/2025
Grades 9-12 - Grades 9-12 - "Mnara: a kingdom of vampires and gods, fraught with war and with a legacy of violence. A kingdom that Leyla, a vampire princess, will rule someday—that is, if Najja, one of the exiled yamaja, can save her life. When Leyla’s best friend is kidnapped by the mythical Reapers, she and Najja are determined to save her by traveling to Nekros: the home of Favre, a half-god born a thousand years ago. The narrative is split among the three girls with occasional interstitial excerpts from fictional books that provide mythological context to the slowly expanding world. Typical of high fantasy, the story takes time before the narratives coalesce, at which point the pacing picks up markedly. All three characters have depth that will only be revealed in the conclusion of this duology, which will certainly drive eager anticipation for the next book. Overall, this vampiric take on the wildly popular romantasy genre superbly balances romantic tension with complex world building while staying within the bounds of YA literature, making it a welcome and much-needed addition."

978-1-250-82299-4 Where the Library Hides Ibanez, Isabel HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (10/4/24)
A young woman pursues a dangerous quest in late-1800s Egypt in this sequel toWhat the River Knows (2023)After Inez Olivera was nearly murdered while assisting with her uncle's archaeological expedition in Egypt, TÃ o Ricardo is eager to ship her home to safety in Argentina. But Inez burns with the need to stay and make sure that those who committed crimes against her family are held responsible. Unfortunately, the law precludes Inez, as a young unmarried woman, from accessing her inheritance (needed to fund her quest for justice) without her guardian uncle's permission. Whitford Hayes, a former British soldier and her tÃ o's aide-de-camp, proposes marriage, which could solve her problems. But can Inez trust the secretive Whit? More danger and intrigue lurk at every turn in this exciting duology closer, which fully addresses the first entry's jaw-dropping cliffhanger. The well-paced plot encompasses many fresh, new adventures and betrayals in this reimagined historical setting in which ancient magic abounds and not everyone or everything is what it seems. Even more captivating, however, is the complicated, nuanced love story between Whit and Inez. Their chemistry sizzles, but their relationship is achingly layered with both profound loyalty and deep deception. As their journey unearths new enemies and priceless archaeological finds, the duo must try to trust each other enough to survive.A thrilling, beautifully written page-turner. (cast of characters, map, timeline)(Historical fantasy. 14-18)

School Library Journal (11/1/24)
Gr 9 Up— After the heart-stopping end of What the River Knows , Inez's uncle has put an end to her search for answers and is determined to ship her back to safety in Argentina. As an unmarried woman in 1885 Egypt, her only recourse against her guardian is the enigmatic Whitford Hayes and his seemingly impulsive marriage proposal to secure her inheritance and independence. No matter how much Inez wants to say yes, she struggles to trust herself with a decision this serious after the events of the previous book. Whit has secrets of his own that make it difficult for Inez to trust him, no matter how close they've grown in their rivals-to-lovers romance. Inez's determination to get justice for what's happened to her family pulls readers along into further danger and betrayals as Iba&1;ez's clever, sensual writing paints a vivid picture of a world where old magic can be found in unexpected places. Clearly articulated characters create a diverse and engaging cast full of layers and personal motives, while emotional resonance propels the story and their arcs forward. Whit and Inez's searing romance is tied tightly to the adventure, as they must rely on the trust they've built while knowing the betrayals yet to come. Iba&1;ez's historical duology is perfect for readers seeking magnetic romance and gripping adventure. VERDICT A singular historical romance destined for all YA collections. These characters will have a hold on readers long after the last page.— Emmy Neal

978-1-77488-101-9 The Whisperings Sutherland, Joel A. HS
School Library Journal Starred Review (8/1/25)
Gr 10 Up— Nightmares are disturbing—but even more so when you realize you are still awake. A panicked few words from their father in the middle of the night is all it takes for Joana and her younger brother Peter to pack their things and move their family onto another small town in Vermont. Since their mother's death, Dad has heard "The Whisperings," and when they become too much for him, they move on—until the Whisperings start again. Arriving this time in Burlington, Joana hopes this will be where they finally settle. As they move into the basement apartment of a creepy mansion, things start out well—until Joana begins to hear and see things she shouldn't. Have The Whisperings been passed onto Joana? What exactly happened in this seemingly haunted house? YA horror maestro Sutherland brings a new chiller to the scene with this heart-thumping, gory ghost story. It will keep readers on the edge of their seats and turning the pages well after sunset. For those who love a scary story, a thriller, or just a good old-fashioned jump scare, this is one to check out. VERDICT This fantastically thrilling ghost story will have readers flinching at all the little noises that go bump in the night. Selectors should pick up multiple copies, as this won't stay on the shelves long.— Adam Fisher

Kirkus Review, 06/30/2025
Haunted families find peace. Seventeen-year-old Joana Guest is used to feeling like an outsider. Her itinerant father, Jack, moves her and her 13-year-old brother, Peter, around the cities and towns of Vermont, staying in each place for just a short time before they pick up and go again. Jack is plagued by what he calls the Whisperings—voices that only he can hear and that seem to threaten his family. Lured by the prospect of steady handyman work for Jack, the small family moves into the basement of a decrepit Victorian mansion in Burlington that’s owned by the slightly batty Mrs. Cracknell. But they soon learn that the house is as infested with ghosts as their own lives are. Joana begins seeing things, including the spirit of her late mother, who was murdered, and after she suffers a head injury, her father’s ability to see and hear the Whisperings transfers to her. The “ta-tump” of Joana’s heartbeat, mimicked by the tapping of the deathwatch beetles living in the walls of the Guests’ new home, is a recurring motif. The family has to unravel the mystery of the house’s violent past, as well as resolve the unfinished business from their own tragedy. The story is marked by an eerie sense of unreality, as hallucinations and dreams interweave with very real danger, and the on-page gore outweighs more emotionally wrought scares. Most characters are cued white. A spooky tale of family trauma. (author’s note) (Horror. 14-18)

978-1-25081-657-3 White Lies: How the South Lost the Civil War But Lied to Win the History Bausum, Ann HS
September/October 2025 
“For more than a century and a half, a tsunami of Confederate commemoration has washed over the United States of America. So have its associated lies.” Bausum lists these falsehoods of the Lost Cause (“part of a deliberate pattern of misinformation” perpetuated by Confederates and their sympathizers) and then dismantles them one by one in this extensively researched book. Her work confronts twenty different lies, including that the Civil War was about states’ rights, not slavery, and that the Ku Klux Klan was a noble organization. Bausum’s short chapters and clear language help teen readers understand complex subjects and make connections between lies that started in the mid- to late-nineteenth century and societal ills that still plague the United States today. She also provides information about lingering Confederate symbols and mentions the impact of a photo of mass murderer Dylann Roof posing with his gun and a Confederate battle flag. “It became impossible to deny what the banner’s critics had been arguing for years: that it was a symbol of White supremacy.” Bausum appeals to readers to learn from the nation’s past mistakes and “use that knowledge to better the world.” Occasional archival photos of historical figures, along with ephemera such as movie posters advertising Gone with the Wind, enhance the text. An author’s note, research notes, a timeline of the Lost Cause, source notes, and a bibliography are appended.

Kirkus Reviews 6/15/2025: Anarrative of how the famed Lost Cause mythology took hold after the U.S. Civil War.
Noted nonfiction author Bausum seeks to answer the question: If history is written by the victors, how did the defeated Confederates’ viewpoint end up becoming the dominant perspective? The roughly chronological organization covers the lead-up to the war and the war itself; the Southern white elite’s deliberate use of “a cult of misinformation” to return to power post-Reconstruction; the successful spread of the Lost Cause ideology through culture, education, and monuments; and ongoing efforts, in the face of organized resistance, to restore accuracy to accounts of the past. The chapters are punctuated by sidebars covering Confederate statues (“Gallery of the Lost Cause”) and debunking 20 foundational lies of the romanticized Lost Cause (“#3: The Civil War wasn’t fought over slavery; it was all about states’ rights,” “#18: The Confederate battle flag is a symbol of southern honor”). Bausum counters the lies with direct quotes from key Confederate leaders and Lost Cause thought leaders, demonstrating how impossible it is to decouple the Confederate cause from racism and slavery. The clear, direct prose shuns euphemisms, explicitly naming obfuscating language, and addresses atrocities without lingering on grisly details. The dispassionate tone results in an authoritative voice, supported by extensive research, that avoids sensationalism. The conclusion encourages readers to reject falsehoods disguised as patriotism, learn from the past, and “better the world.”
Essential reading. (language note, author’s note, research notes, timeline, source notes, bibliography, image credits, index) (Nonfiction. 12-18)

9781368101998 White Widow: Secret Sisters Sharpe, Tess HS
Kirkus Review, 09/30/2025
A good Widow puts “aside emotion and silly wants in pursuit of a much greater goal”—but one of the best is confronted head-on with big feelings. Headquarters has sent their best Widow-in-Training to the American Outpost to collect information on their relatively new program. Sixteen-year-old Yelena Belova has so far caused plenty of upheaval, mainly in the form of the physical damage she’s meted out to her sparring partners. Yelena thinks the girls’ training is too indulgent of emotions and should be more unforgiving and reminiscent of conditions in the field. Speaking of which, she’s keen to see some real action, and so she volunteers for a mission. The team’s objective is to destroy a “package”—but they aren’t told that they are to carry out an assassination, much less that their target is an 8-year-old girl, one who’s a “perfect replica” of Yelena at that age. Stunned and acting on instinct, Yelena escapes with the girl, whose name is Leni. Her new mission becomes protecting the emotionally expressive Leni and uncovering the bizarre conspiracy she’s stumbled into. This book is both an exciting chronicle that will please fans of the Marvel Comics and Marvel Cinematic Universe character and a fun spy thriller that’s accessible to readers who are unfamiliar with her story. Alongside the sassy banter and hardcore fight scenes, the story meaningfully focuses on sisterhood and the power of emotional perceptiveness. The Marvel canon established Yelena as Russian. A gripping read with broad appeal. (Thriller. 14-18)Marvel Press: Grades 9-12

978-1-682-63537-7 Who Owns the Moon? Levinson, Cynthia and Swanson, Jennifer HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (2/1/25)
An engaging look at the past, present, and future of space exploration and the challenges it posesThis mix of straightforward relaying of facts and narrative nonfiction retellings of significant space-related events maintains an easy-to-follow conversational tone. Throughout the book, the authors pose intriguing questions, such as, "What if two countries want to build in the same location on the Moon? Or what if there isn't enough water for everyone? Who will resolve conflicts that ariseâ�� or set guidelines for humans living in space?" They dive into space history-for example, the Cold War space race-connecting science and government by explaining the composition of the Earth's atmosphere and the geopolitical implications of how we define where space actually begins. Through descriptions of the International Space Station and interpretations of the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, readers see how intergovernmental cooperation occurs in space. The book also covers the dangers of space debris, the implications of new technology, the advent of space tourism, and more. Finally, there's encouragement ("turn your curiosity into action") to continue exploring as a citizen scientist or by pursuing one of the many careers that support space exploration, whether as a dietician, journalist, teacher, or judge at the International Court of Justice. Ample photographs, interesting quotes from experts, well-designed graphics, and thoughtful text boxes make this a work with broad appeal.Informative, accessible, and compelling. (acronyms, authors' note, picture credits, source notes, further reading and viewing, selected bibliography, index)(Nonfiction. 12-18)

School Library Journal (2/1/25)
Gr 7–10 —From the first lunar landing to modern satellite innovations, this book captures the exploration and occupation of space. It delves into the partnerships and conflicts between nations that have made space travel possible and complicated. Chapters about the recent rekindled fascination with the Moon and future space missions will have readers dreaming of the possibilities and their ability to participate. Details about satellites and space treaties will drive readers further into the narrative. Levinson and Swanson write with such excitement and expertise that space enthusiasts and students with obligatory nonfiction reading projects will find themselves captivated. While the book is text-heavy, which is appropriate for the target audience, color photos and drawings are scattered throughout and each chapter begins with a striking two-page color background image. The book concludes with photo credits, extensive source notes, further readings, a detailed bibliography, and a thorough index, making this not only an interesting read but a useful source for research. VERDICT A highly recommended addition to all YA nonfiction collections.—Kate Rao

978-1-368-10301-5 Wish Upon a K-Star Cho, Kat HS
Kirkus Reviews
A former K-pop star seeking a fresh start in the K-drama world gets involved in a fake relationship with a fellow celebrity in order to help both their careersShin Hyeri is a Korean American actor living in Seoul whose star is on the rise, although online she's been dubbed the "scandal princess" due to the rumors swirling around her (including that she bullied a fellow member of her former band, Hellowglow). Her relationship with her mother, who "loves having famous kids," is difficult, adding to her stress. But a backstage encounter with K-pop boy-band sensation Moon "Moonster" Minseok ends up turning him and Hyeri into more tabloid fodder. To save her career, Hyeri must do what she hates most: lie. She enters a fake-dating scheme with Moonster, whose own band, WDB, is struggling with a dating scandal. Soon Hyeri finds their complicated history and feelings hard to ignore-and she wrestles with her attitude toward an industry that loves a good story, even if it's false. This entertaining novel calls out gender double standards and the brutality of critical anti-fans, highlighting the less glamorous sides of the K-pop world. Interspersed amid the prose, readers will find celebrity profiles, news articles, and a transcript of video footage, all of which enrich the narrative. Even though the romance doesn't deliver when it comes to chemistry, Hyeri is a charming and relatable lead, and her journey is thoroughly enjoyable.An entertaining peek behind the scenes of Korean pop culture.(Romance. 13-18)

School Library Journal (4/1/25)
Gr 7 Up —The door into the world of K-pop is wide open for readers in this spin-off to Once Upon a K-Prom ; it is a complicated, scripted, and drama-filled world both on and off stage and screen. Hyeri, 19, is on-again, off-again herself—always in competition for music and screen roles. In the insulated world of K-pop that confines the stars to their own interior world while requiring them to interface with the world of their fans, it is hard to know which feelings are real and which are to be kept hidden so that the two worlds never collide. But collide they do when Hyeri is accused of bullying and being cold, unfeeling, and two-faced, when all she wants to do is make sense of herself and identify her own true feelings. Her feelings for childhood crush Minesok are confusing and cause rom-com complexities that intertwine with K-pop expectations of being perfect in all ways. For fans of K-pop, this world will ring a familiar tune, while those just dipping a toe in will have to pay attention to the writer's introductions to each character. The story is deeply embedded in K-pop culture, and also in the universal confusion of young adulthood. Love, hate, wanting to please others, wanting to just be themselves; this romance, mystery, and coming-of-age story will resonate with young people interested in the world of K-pop stardom. VERDICT A readable, charming, drama-filled story with relatable characters, this book will appeal to readers who like romance and K-pop combined into one fun tale.—Connie Williams

9781421587622 Yu-Gi-Oh! Arc-V : 1 Yoshida, Shin HS No professional reviews - Publisher Age Rating is 9-12
9781421595207 Yu-Gi-Oh! Arc-V : 2 Yoshida, Shin HS No professional reviews - Publisher Age Rating is 9-12
9781421598055 Yu-Gi-Oh! Arc-V : 3 Yoshida, Shin HS No professional reviews - Publisher Age Rating is 9-12
9781974701032 Yu-Gi-Oh! Arc-V : 4 Yoshida, Shin HS No professional reviews - Publisher Age Rating is 9-12
9781974703982 Yu-Gi-Oh! Arc-V : 5 Yoshida, Shin HS No professional reviews - Publisher Age Rating is 9-12
9781974707829 Yu-Gi-Oh! Arc-V : 6 Yoshida, Shin HS No professional reviews - Publisher Age Rating is 9-12

978-0-593-64641-0 Zodiac Rising Zhao, Katie HS
Kirkus Reviews
A series opener infused with Chinese folklore and populated by supernatural creaturesAs punishment for the first Emperor's greed, the gods unleashed nightmarish Wrathlings to terrorize the Middle Kingdom, later known as China. The heavenly Jade Emperor eventually relented and provided the kingdom with protection: 12 warriors, each descended from a Chinese zodiac animal. Generations later, during the Second Opium War, the zodiac warriors' source of power, a fountain called the Circle of Twelve, was dismantled, and the Descendants were cursed, becoming supernatural beings. In present-day Manhattan, the Earthly Branches Academy trains the Descendants and assigns them to protect mortals. When Julius Long, Chancellor of the Descendants' High Council, dies while attempting to restore the Circle of Twelve, dissatisfaction with the Long family's leadership begins to stir among the Council, and vampire Evangeline Long is compelled to continue her brother's mission to prove her worth. To recover the Circle's stolen pieces, Evangeline forms a specialized team: expert criminal and werewolf Tristan She, fox spirit Nicholas Hu (a master of disguise), Lei, a shaman with valuable knowledge of the Faerie realm, and Alice Jiang, a human who can read minds. This story has many appealing elements-a dangerous heist, a potential second-chance romance, and fantastical beings-but some of the more original elements are overly complex and unconvincing. The book also covers so much worldbuilding that it descends into infodumps and doesn't fully coalesce.Engaging but overloaded. (illustrated character guide)(Fantasy. 14-18)

School Library Journal (10/1/24)
Gr 8 Up— Immortal warriors, stolen artifacts, prophecy, prison breaks, and a fairy-land heist manifests in Manhattan. Long ago in ancient China, 12 houses were called down to rid the world of horrifying monsters. But when colonizers came and stole pieces of their magical relics, the warriors were morphed into supernatural beings, mutating their magic, cursing them with immortality until the relics were returned. Back in modern New York City, Evangeline, one of those cursed warriors, now a vampire, calls upon her werewolf ex, fox spirit best friend, and a mysterious mind-reading mortal to steal the relics back and restore the warriors to their former glory. Plucky humor and a packed storyline keep the pages turning in this urban fantasy. While the character development and worldbuilding is lacking, the abundance of unresolved plotlines, as well as a cliff-hanger ending, promises much to come in the sequel. The complex politics of the warrior houses tighten the already taut tension, with the sinister appearance of dark beings threatening even higher stakes on the horizon. Dynamic relationships, both romantic and not, are a subtle highlight as the characters try to suppress decades of unresolved issues and find a way to work together. VERDICT This fast-paced, action-heavy fantasy will certainly leave readers begging for the next installment. Recommend it to fans of Cassandra Clare and Tracy Deonn.— Elisha Sheffer
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Annual Emergent Bilingual Report

BELTON ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
October 20, 2025
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Purpose

Provide an annual report on the services 
and programing provided for Emergent 
Bilingual students in Belton ISD. 2
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Language Diversity

Data Source:  Ellevation, On Data Suite

● There are more than 50 
languages spoken 
across our organization.

● Highlighting our 
linguistic diversity, this 
pie chart details the five 
most frequently 
represented languages 
spoken by students 
throughout the district.

3
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Program Models 

Dual Language
Two-Way

ESL Content Based

Bilingual 
Education

ESL Pull Out

Emergent 
Bilingual

Dual Language
One-Way

Emergent 
Bilingual 
Student English as a 

Second 
Language

4
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Program Participation

Data Source: Skyward
5
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Why Dual Language? 

Source: Thomas & Collier 6
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TELPAS Performance
● K-1 is holistically rated

● Dual Language 
One-way implemented 
in 19-20 and Two-way 
in 21-22

● TELPAS performance 
aligns with program 
implementation

● TELPAS assesses 
English language skills 
across all four 
essential domains: 
reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening

Data Source:  AWARE 24-25  TELPAS Data
7
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TELPAS Performance

Data Source:  AWARE 24-25  TELPAS Data
8
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STAAR Performance

Data Source:  AWARE 24-25  STAAR Data
9

53



STAAR Performance

Data Source:  AWARE 24-25  STAAR Data
10
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End of Course

11
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● Dual Language Cohort
● Summer Learning Opportunities
● Strategy Sessions
● Planning Support
● Learning Walks/Coaching

Strengthening Implementation

Professional 
Learning

● Dual Language Cohort
● Summer Learning 

Opportunities
● Strategy Sessions
● Planning Support
● Learning 

Walks/Coaching

● ESL Academy 
Requirements

● Support 
Opportunities for 
those pursuing 
Certification

Clear Path to 
Certification

Family & 
Community 
Engagement

Resource 
Investment

● Program Information 
Sessions

● District Resources
● Connections
● Community Resources

● Authentic Classroom 
Libraries

● ESL Support Resources

12
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Questions
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➔

➔

Goal 5 Teacher Incentive Allotment Report
Belton ISD Board of Trustees

Regular Board Meeting
October 20, 2025
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➔

➔

Purpose
Provide a report on the progress of the Data Capture Year for 
the Belton ISD TIA Allotment

2
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KPM 2025-2026
Implement Teacher Incentive Allotment systems of support 

across 100% of designated campuses by May 2026

3

Goal 5:  
Maximize our resources for both current priorities and 
plans for the future.

3
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Master

Exemplary

Recognized$3,201 - $6,935:

Average Funding for Belton ISD Teachers in                     
                                                    2024-2025

● Actual amounts vary  
based on low-SES 
percentages by campus 
annually

● 2026-2027 will include a 
new first level- 
Acknowledged

● Amounts are set by TEA 
and change annually

$6,401 - $13,870:

$12,669 - $25,117:

New for 26-27:  Acknowledged

4

61



➔

➔

Systems of Support for Implementation of the 
Data Capture Year

5

Communication 
Plan

Student Growth 
& Teacher 

Observation
Spending PlanData Integrity & 

Technology
62



➔

➔Communication
                  Plan

6

● Website with resources of support
○ Overview video
○ FAQ

● Campus Overview presentations

Next step:
● Individual communication with each teacher
● Guidebook 

Update Staff & 
Community

Inform & Engage 
Teachers 

Inform & Engage 
Principals & AP’s
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➔

➔

Data Integrity &     
Technology
● Systems readiness with STAR Ren, Skyward 

and Eduphoria for reporting 

● Processes for verifying teacher eligibility 
(course alignment, teacher movement and 
instructional day requirements)

7
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8

Belton ISD Current Teacher Assignments with Reliable and Valid Data

● Kindergarten - 5th grade Reading and Math, including Dual Language
● 6th - 8th grade Reading and Math, including Modified
● Algebra I, including Modified
● English I and English II, including Modified and ESOL

Pre-Test
STAR Ren

BOY

Post-Test
STAR Ren

EOY

SGP 
Growth 

Measure
Annual 
TTESS

TIA Eligible Teacher Designations - Phase 1

8
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➔

➔

Student Growth & 
Teacher Observations

9

Professional Learning  
and Resources for 

Teachers strengthening 
understanding of STAR 

Renaissance

Annual Assessment 
Calendar with all STAR 
Renaissance Testing 

Windows

Professional Learning 
with Teachers and 

Evaluators on
 T-TESS evaluation 

system

T-TESS Observation 
Calibration with 

Evaluators
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➔

➔

Spending Plan

10

● *90% of the allotment dedicated to compensation costs for teachers at the campus

● 10% of funds designated to support TIA implementation costs including TIA 
administration costs, professional learning and student growth assessments

Funds distributed to a teacher will incur federal and state withholdings
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➔

➔

Questions

11
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School Health Advisory
Council Report

BELTON ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

October 20, 2025
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About SHAC
The SHAC is a group of individuals from various sectors of the District and

community who provide advice to the District on school health programming
and its impact on student health. 

2
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SHAC OBJECT IVES
To engage in ongoing review and discussion, and make recommendations for comprehensive
school health programs including:

Promoting quality health education programs

Encouraging lifelong physical fitness

Promoting faculty and staff wellness

Encouraging and providing healthful nutrition

Creating safe, positive learning environments to Support social
and emotional well being

Promoting school, family, and community involvement
3
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LEGISLATIVE 

A parent must serve as co-chair
The co-chair was Mrs. Lanette Wyrick.
Must have at least five appointed members
The council had 27 members.
Must establish a physical activity and fitness planning subcommittee

Subcommittee was established.Must meet a minimum of four
times per year

We met 6 times: 
October 24, 2024
December 19, 2024
March 6, 2025
May 20, 2025
June 11, 2025
August 27, 2025

Must deliver a report ot the Board of Trustees
Report prepared for the October 20, 2025 Board Meeting

REQUIREMENTS

4
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SHAC 2024-2025
In conjunction with district leaders, the Triennial
Assessment was completed and used to identify areas for
improvement.

Utilized the School Health Advisory Council to review
and update the BISD Wellness Plan

Presented learning through Parents as Partners - Fentanyl
and Opioid Abuse (October 15, 2024) and Wellness (April 8,
2025)

Facilitated the boards decision to adopt the Play It Safe
Curriculum for Child Abuse instruction in Grades PK-5

MAJOR ACTIVITIES

5

73



Comprehensive Score: 

Strength Score 56

6
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WELLSAT TRIENNEIAL ASSESSMENT
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Availability of water throughout the day1

Recess cannot be taken for punishment2

Conduct BISD Wellness Survey4

Encouraging physical activitiy for rewards3

Addresses substitution of physical
education

5

Areas to
Address

7
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RECOMMENDED SHAC ACTIVITIES
FOR 2025-2026

Review and recommend updates to the District’s Wellness Policy/Plan

Gain awareness of legislative updates and how they impact wellness in BISD

Create partnerships within the BISD community to strengthen resources for health and wellness

Explore/Implement ideas to engage the BISD Community in wellness activities

8
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November 3, 2025

December 18, 2025

March 12, 2026

May 7, 2026

2025-2026
SHAC MEETINGS

9
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1
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VISION
Empower each and every learner to pursue 
their dreams and enrich their communities.
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Exceptional Learning 3
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Exceptional Learning 4
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Exceptional Learning 5
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Empowering Futures 6
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ELECTION 2025 7
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Belton Independent School District
Workshop Meeting Minutes

Board Workshop Meeting, September 15, 2025 - 5:00 p.m.
Dragon Room, 400 N. Wall Street, Belton TX, 76513

Board Members Present: Board Members Absent:
Manuel Alcozer Brandon Bozon
Chris Flor Riley Beck
Erin Bass Rucker Preston
Jeff Norwood

1. Call to Order: 
Manuel Alcozer, Board President, called the workshop meeting of the Belton Independent School District 
Board of Trustees to order at 5:00 p.m., that the meeting had been duly called and notice of the meeting 
had been posted in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Chapter 551.

2. Public Comments: 
None. 

3. Board Workshop:
A. Parents as Partners

1. 2025-2026 Parents as Partners Events
2. Senate Bill 12 Update

Dr. Malinda Golden, Superintendent, and Christine Parks, Chief Communications Officer, shared 
information that focused on the implementation of Senate Bill 12 and enhancing the Parents as Partners 
initiative. Board members and Cabinet members discuss the various requirements of the new legislation, 
acknowledging that some guidance is still pending from the Texas Education Agency. They explain how 
the District is updating policies, offering new opportunities for parental involvement, and establishing 
reporting and transparency mechanisms to comply with the bill. A significant part of the discussion involves 
the District's commitment to ensuring parents are actively engaged in their children's education through 
both online and in-person resources, including a dedicated webpage and ongoing events designed to inform 
and support families. See report. 

Adjourn: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:36 p.m.

_______________________________
Manuel Alcozer, Board President

_______________________________
Erin Bass, Board Secretary 
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Belton Independent School District
Board Meeting Minutes

Regular Board Meeting, September 15, 2025 - 6:15 p.m.
Pittenger Fine Arts Center, 400 N. Wall St, Belton TX, 76513

Board Members Present: Board Members Absent:
Manuel Alcozer Brandon Bozon
Chris Flor Riley Beck
Erin Bass Rucker Preston
Jeff Norwood

1. Call to Order, Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance
Manuel Alcozer, Board President, called the regular meeting of the Belton Independent School 
District Board of Trustees to order at 6:15 p.m. He stated that a quorum of Board Members was 
present, that the meeting had been duly called, and that notice of the meeting had been posted 
in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Chapter 551.

2. Recognitions
Student Pledges – Lakewood Elementary School
The evening’s pledges were led by Lakewood Elementary students Adriana Durham, first grade, 
and Killian Rush, fifth grade.

Student Showcase – BHS Magic Belles
The evening’s showcase highlighted the Belton High School Magic Belles dance team. Under the 
direction of Rachel Hill and assistant director McKenzie Urteaga, the team is led by Captain 
Payten McNeely and junior lieutenants Addison and McKenna Christopher. The Board  celebrated 
the Magic Belles for their talent, dedication and trailblazing spirit.

Math Stars National Finalists
Belton ISD recognized five elementary students who were named National Math Star Finalists—
one of the nation’s most selective math enrichment honors. The students who earned this 
achievement were: Elizabeth D’Arcy, Giuliana Durham, and Aayana Jain (Lakewood Elementary), 
Roger Wilson III (James L. Burrell Elementary) and Rosalinn “Rosie” Canto (Sparta Elementary). 
From this group, Aayana and Rosie advanced further and were named National Math Stars, 
joining just over 100 students nationwide selected this year. The National Math Stars program is 
a rigorous 10-year initiative that provides up to $100,000 in support through academic advising, 
tutoring, technology and enrichment opportunities to nurture long-term success in STEM fields.

Department Showcase - Fine Arts
The evening’s department showcase celebrated Fine Arts in Belton ISD. At the secondary level, 
more than 4,450 students are enrolled in Fine Arts programs, while every elementary student has 
the opportunity to express themselves through music and art. These experiences give students a 
creative outlet, build confidence and foster a lifelong appreciation for the arts. Across 18 
campuses, 80 inspiring Fine Arts educators bring art, music and performance to life each day. 
Their passion and expertise help students discover their talents, develop new skills and find joy 
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in creative expression. Leadership and vision are provided by Keith Zuehlke, while Julie Utley 
ensures that programs remain strong, coordinated and impactful across the district.

Community Partner – Lisa’s Dance Connection
Since fall 2023, Melinda Kuntz of Lisa’s Dance Connection has worked with the Magic Belles and 
LBHS Silver Spurs every other week on ballet technique. As the studio’s lead ballet instructor—
and mom to both a Magic Belle Officer and a Silver Spur Officer—she brings expertise and 
passion to her work with our students. The Board expressed gratitude to both Cara and Melinda 
for their dedication and the strong community partnerships that enrich fine arts in Belton ISD.

Community Partner – Pivot Performance Arts
Belton ISD proudly recognized two community partners who are making a difference for Belton 
ISD Fine Arts students: Pivot Performance Arts and Lisa’s Dance Connection. Cara Janczak, 
owner of Pivot Performance Arts, has opened her studio to the Magic Belles for acro training and 
routine preparation, also providing access to a Marley floor as they get ready for the Dance Team 
Union Nationals in Orlando this February.

3. Public Comments Regarding Items on the Agenda
None.

4. Action Items
A. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding Resolution of Candidate 
Nominations for the Tax Appraisal District of Bell County Board of Directors

Jeff Norwood made a motion, seconded by Rucker Preston, to adopt the resolution nominating 
Todd Scott to the Tax Appraisal District Board of Directors as presented. The motion passed 
unanimously, (7-0).

B. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding Resolution on Senate Bill 
12 and Parent Rights

Riley Beck made a motion, seconded by Erin Bass, to adopt the resolution regarding Senate Bill 
12 and Parent Rights as presented. The motion passed unanimously, (7-0).

5. Reports
A. Academic Progress Report - Professional Learning
Ms.  Gabi Nino, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching & Learning, provided a report on 
professional learning plans for the 2025-2026. See report.

B. Board Committee Reports
1. Budget Committee
Chris Flor shared that the committee reviewed the 2024-2025 final projection and 2026-
2027 projected budget assumptions.
2. Facilities Committee
Jeff Norwood informed the Board that the committee discussed the Delta facility, real 
property, and the closing out of 2022 bond projects.
3. Policy Committee
Erin Bass shared that the Policy Committee reviewed EI(LOCAL) and FDE(LOCAL) along 
with the Student Code of Conduct, all of which are proposed for approval this evening. 
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Senate Bill 12 parental rights resolution was discussed (covered earlier in the meeting), 
and the Senate Bill 10 requirement to display the Ten Commandments if donated, and the 
guidelines surrounding this change. 

Board members expressed gratitude for district leadership's thoughtful and efficient work in 
implementing complex legislative changes from the 89th Legislative Session.

C. Superintendent's Report
Dr. Malinda Golden shared several positive updates and observations across the District, focusing 
on student achievement, community involvement, and facility success. 

D. Board Highlights
Chris Flor led the conversation by sharing his experience at the LBHS Community Pep-Rally, a 
BNT@W Tennis match, and specific sessions he attended at txEDCON. Rucker Preston shared 
his attendance at sporting events, the Charter Oak garden ribbon cutting, and a Belton City 
Council meeting. Erin Bass expressed gratitude toward high school athletics and fine arts for 
including elementary and middle school students in high school activities. 

6. Consent Agenda: Consider and Take Appropriate Action
A. Minutes of Previous Meetings:

1. August 14, 2025 - Special Meeting
2. August 18, 2025 - Workshop Meeting
3. August 18, 2025 - Regular Meeting
4. August 28, 2025 - Special Meeting

B. Unaudited Financial Report for the Month Ending August 31, 2025
C. Gifts, Grants, and Bequests
D. Expenditures over $50,000

1. Renewal of Red River Technology, LLC for Cisco Smartnet
E. Resolution Recommending Materials for Instruction Relating to the Prevention of 
Child Abuse, Family Violence, Dating Violence, and Sex Trafficking (Pre-K through 
Grade 5)
F. Resolution Adopting Authorized Broker/Dealer List
G. Annual Investment Report
H. Adult Meal Prices for 2025-2026
I. Certified T-TESS Appraisers for 2025-2026
J. Class Size Waivers
K. 2025-2026 Student Code of Conduct
L. Superintendent Evaluation Instrument
M. Selection of Architectural Firm for Tiger Field Videoboard Replacement Project
N. Policy Update 125 - 2nd Reading

1. El(LOCAL) Academic Achievement
2. FDE(LOCAL) Admission Safe School Transfers

Riley Beck requested to pull item 6.J. for discussion. 

Erin Bass made a motion, seconded by Brandon Bozon, to approve the Consent agenda items A 
through N, with the exception of item J. The motion passed unanimously (7-0).
Mr. Beck inquired about the process by which class size waivers are determined. Dr. Golden and 
Mr. Todd Schiller, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, elaborated on the 
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determination process, involving campus principals for potential class leveling and cabinet review. 
Waivers are for the year, but the district continues to seek qualified individuals to fill positions, 
which could reduce class sizes. Student movement (in or out) can also impact class sizes, which 
are closely monitored.

J. Class Size Waivers

Jeff Norwood made a motion, seconded by Rucker Preson, to approve item J. Class Size 
Waivers as presented. The motion passed 6-1-0, Riley Beck opposing. 

7. Public Comments Regarding Non-Agenda Items
None.

8. Closed Session (Texas Government Code, Subchapters D and E)
The Board convened in Closed Session at 7:28 p.m.

A. Student Disciplinary Matter - Texas Government Code, Section 551.082
B. Personnel - Texas Government Code, Section 551.074

1. Personnel Matters
2. Formative Evaluation of the Superintendent

C. Consultation with Attorney - Texas Government Code, Section 551.071

 9. Reconvene in Open Session
The Board reconvened in Open Session at 8:34 p.m.

11. Adjourn 

Adjourn: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

_______________________________
Manuel Alcozer, Board President

_______________________________
Erin Bass, Secretary 
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Belton Independent School District
Workshop Meeting Minutes

Special Meeting, September 24, 2025 - 5:00 p.m.
Belton ISD Delta Program, 731 E. 4th Avenue, Belton TX 76513

Board Members Present: Board Members Absent:
Manuel Alcozer Jeff Norwood
Chris Flor Riley Beck
Erin Bass Brandon Bozon
Rucker Preston

1. Call to Order: 
Manuel Alcozer, Board President, called the workshop meeting of the Belton Independent School 
District Board of Trustees to order at 5:01 p.m., that the meeting had been duly called, and notice 
of the meeting had been posted in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas 
Government Code Chapter 551.

2. Public Comments: 
None. 

3. Governance Team Training and Development - Team of 8
Dr. Golden introduced Jodi Duron, Board Consultant, from the School Consulting Services 
division of MoakCasey, who was present to help facilitate the annual Team of 8 and biennial 
Evaluating & Improving Student Outcomes (EISO) training requirements. The training included 
reviewing the Team Trust Inventory and Good Governance Inventory, which showed a high level 
of trust and continuity among board members. Discussions highlighted that board members are 
primarily driven by a common purpose: kids, community, and service. A core focus was 
distinguishing the Board's Strategic Role from the Tactical and Operational roles carried out by 
the superintendent and staff. Board members affirmed the importance of knowing their role.

The second major component of the meeting covered EISO training and practical issues like 
communication and equity. The board received commendation for adopting strategic Key 
Progress Measures (KPMs) and goals early, which creates stability for staff and aligns 
professional learning. The Superintendent committed to improving routines by providing 
background information in advance of meetings. Finally, the board discussed equity—defined as 
fairness in resource allocation—based on the unique needs of each and every student, especially 
those at economically disadvantaged or struggling campuses. The meeting concluded with 
positive reflections on the board's alignment and commitment to continuous improvement

Adjourn: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m.
_______________________________
Manuel Alcozer, President
_______________________________
Erin Bass, Secretary 
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: Unaudited Financial Report for the Month Ending September 30, 2025

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  � None   ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future. 

Background Information:

Attached are the monthly financial reports for the District. The reports represent 
financial activity as of the close of the prior month for the General Fund 199, the Child 
Nutrition Fund 240, the Debt Service Fund 599, and the 2022 Bond Fund 622. These 
are unaudited figures, and an independent financial audit will be performed for the 
period ending August 31, 2026, and presented under separate cover.  

The monthly investment report provides information on the District’s cash and 
investment accounts including balances and investment transactions as of the close of 
the noted month in accordance with CDA(LEGAL).

Fiscal Implications:

For informational purposes only. 

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Accept the monthly financial report as presented.
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Adopted Amended Y-T-D Actual Balance Percent

 Budget 2025-26  of Total

Revenues

5700 Local Sources 50,511,930$            50,511,930$            321,762$                 50,190,168$            0.6%

5800 State Sources 101,422,971            101,422,971            20,253,738              81,169,233              20.0%

5900 Federal Sources 1,375,000                1,375,000                137,983                   1,237,017                10.0%

Total Revenues 153,309,901$          153,309,901$          20,713,484$            132,596,417$          13.5%

Expenditures

11 Instruction 82,233,007$            82,233,007$            6,707,842$              75,525,165$            8.2%

12 Instructional resources & media 1,771,816                1,771,816                115,523                   1,656,293                6.5%

13 Curriculum & staff development 3,895,773                3,895,773                299,391                   3,596,382                7.7%

21 Instructional leadership 2,695,954                2,695,954                190,163                   2,505,791                7.1%

23 School leadership 9,571,864                9,571,864                706,964                   8,864,900                7.4%

31 Guidance, counseling, & evaluation 6,513,322                6,513,322                487,884                   6,025,438                7.5%

32 Social work services 264,611                   264,611                   14,546                     250,065                   5.5%

33 Health services 2,266,148                2,266,148                170,836                   2,095,312                7.5%

34 Student transportation 6,708,711                6,708,711                668,234                   6,040,477                10.0%

35 School Nutrition -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

36 Cocurricular/extracurricular 5,704,747                5,704,747                357,689                   5,347,058                6.3%

41 General administration 4,292,262                4,292,262                368,656                   3,923,606                8.6%

51 Plant maintenance and operations 17,184,660              17,184,660              2,455,586                14,729,074              14.3%

52 Security and monitoring services 3,271,775                3,271,775                134,539                   3,137,236                4.1%

53 Data processing services 5,037,698                5,037,698                518,035                   4,519,663                10.3%

61 Community services -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

71 Debt Service 356,810                   356,810                   -                          356,810                   0.0%

81 Facilities acquisition & construction -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

93 Payments to fiscal agent -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

95 Payments to JJAEP 15,743                     15,743                     -                          15,743                     0.0%

97 Tax Increment 750,000                   750,000                   -                          750,000                   0.0%

99 Intergovernmental Charges 775,000                   775,000                   201,729                   573,271                   26.0%

Total Expenditures 153,309,901$          153,309,901$          13,397,617$            139,912,284$          8.7%

Other Sources & Uses

Other sources -                        -                          -                          

Other uses -                        -                          -                          

Total Other Sournces (Uses) -                        -                          -                          

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 

Expenditures 0 0 7,315,866

Fund Balance (estimated), 8-31-2025 33,927,361$            33,927,361$            33,927,361$            

Fund Balance, Ending 33,927,361$            33,927,361$            41,243,228$            

BELTON ISD

Statement of Unaudited Revenues and Expenditures Budget VS. Actual

General Fund (199)

As of September 30, 2025
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Adopted Amended Y-T-D Actual Balance Percent

 Budget 2025-26  of Total

Revenues

5700 Local Sources 2,605,000$             2,605,000$             256,898$                2,348,102$             9.9%

5800 State Sources 35,000                    35,000                    -                          35,000                    0.0%

5900 Federal Sources 5,600,000               5,600,000               361,739                  5,238,261               6.5%

Total Revenues 8,240,000$             8,240,000$             618,637$                7,621,363$             7.5%

Expenditures

35     Food Services, Child Nutrition 9,471,432$             9,471,432$             428,381$                9,043,051$             4.5%

Total Expenditures 9,471,432$             9,471,432$             428,381$                9,043,051$             4.5%

Other Sources & Uses

Other sources -                          -                          -                          

Other uses -                          -                          -                          

Total Other Sournces (Uses) -                          -                          -                          

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 

Expenditures (1,231,432)              (1,231,432)              190,256                  

Fund Balance (estimated), 8-31-2025 3,900,130$             3,900,130$             3,900,130$             

Fund Balance, Ending 2,668,698$             2,668,698$             4,090,386$             

BELTON ISD

Statement of Unaudited Revenues and Expenditures Budget VS. Actual

Child Nutrition (240)

As of September 30, 2025
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Adopted Amended Y-T-D Actual Balance Percent

 Budget 2025-26  of Total

Revenues

5700 Local Sources 22,479,530$            22,479,530$            54,274$                   22,425,256$            0.2%

5800 State Sources 3,924,820                3,924,820                -                           3,924,820                0.0%

5900 Federal Sources -                           -                           -                           -                           0.0%

Total Revenues 26,404,350$            26,404,350$            54,274$                   26,350,076$            0.2%

Expenditures

71 Debt Service 25,233,326$            25,233,326$            -$                         25,233,326$            0.0%

Total Expenditures 25,233,326$            25,233,326$            -$                         25,233,326$            0.0%

Other Sources & Uses

Other sources -                           -                           -                           

Other uses -                           -                           -                           

Total Other Sournces (Uses) -                           -                           -                           

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 

Expenditures 1,171,024                1,171,024                54,274                     

Fund Balance (estimated), 8-31-2025 16,339,981$            16,339,981$            16,339,981$            

Fund Balance, Ending 17,511,005$            17,511,005$            16,394,255$            

As of September 30, 2025

Debt Service Fund (511)

Statement of Unaudited Revenues and Expenditures Budget VS. Actual

BELTON ISD
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Proposition Expenditures Open Available 

Local Project Budget 9/30/2025 Purchase Orders Budget

E12 Elementary #12 40,064,028$            37,412,367$          -$                      2,651,661$               

E13 Elementary #13 43,567,482$            39,679,756$          196,992$               3,690,734$               

DPF Delta Program Facility 2,500,000$              3,937,657$            781,919$               (2,219,575)$              

SWE Southwest Elementary Addition 13,300,000$            14,450,215$          1,997,768$            (3,147,982)$              

-$                       -$                         

MEP MEP, Roofing and Interior Finishes 8,942,812$              5,204,278$             4,279,755$            (541,222)$                 

-$                       -$                         

SAF Campus Safety + Security Upgrades 6,041,040$              7,340,220$            163,989$               (1,463,170)$              

-$                       -$                         

BHS BHS Additions & Renovations 28,524,414$            27,485,690$          2,872,886$            (1,834,161)$              

-$                       -$                         

BNT BNT Facility Upgrades 2,000,000$              -$                       -$                 2,000,000$               

-$                       -$                         

LND Land Acquisition 7,000,897$              3,720,077$            -$                      3,280,820$               

-$                       -$                         

LBM Fine Arts  & Locker Room Addition 8,582,703$              9,883,830$            20,255$                 (1,321,382)$              

-$                       -$                         

TEC Technology Infrastructure 676,624$                 -$                       -$                 676,624$                  

-$                       -$                         

BUS New Buses 5,625,000$              4,130,517$            -$                      1,494,483$               

-$                       -$                         

AGR Agriculture Facility 2,000,000$              3,831,423$            24,676$                 (1,856,099)$              

168,825,000$          157,076,029$        10,338,240$          1,424,312$               

DEV Technology Devices 5,000,000$              4,999,771$            -$                      229$                         

173,825,000$          162,075,801$        10,338,240$          1,424,541$               

BELTON ISD

Bond Project Summary

Bond Fund (622)

As of September 30, 2025
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Investment 
Report

Belton ISD
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OBSERVATIONS AND EXPECTATIONS

• Fed lowered the Fed Funds rate by .25% at the September 17th meeting
• Labor market continued to show signs of slowing as 22,000 jobs were created 

in September
• U.S. Treasury rates were generally lower for the month of September
• GDP rebounded in Q2 to 3.8% from the tariff-induced decline of -0.5% in Q1
• Atlanta Fed’s GDPNow forecast is projecting a 3.9% GDP for Q3
• The futures market and the Fed are expecting two more .25% cuts this year; 

more cuts in 2026

• The Fed Funds futures market is 
expecting the Fed Funds rate to 
end 2025 at about 3.6% and 
2026 at approximately 3.0%.

• The Fed is watching both of their 
mandates (employment and 
inflation) closely to determine the 
path of Fed Funds. They say the 
risk is more tilted to slower job 
growth. 

2
SOURCES:  BLOOMBERG
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• The current unemployment rate of 4.3% 
has moved up from earlier this year but 
remains low by historical standards.

• Lower immigration during 2025 has 
clouded the conclusions from lower 
nonfarm payrolls.

• Economists estimate not as many jobs 
are needed as compared to the 
previous few years to keep the 
unemployment rate low. 

• Core Personal Consumption Expenditure 
YoY is the Fed’s preferred inflation gauge. 

• Core excludes food and energy components, 
which generally make the series less volatile.

• Core PCE YoY is currently at 2.9% and has 
been above the Fed’s 2% target for 54 
consecutive months. 

3
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BELTON ISD 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2025 

Portfolio Summary 

4.01 
Weighted Average Yield to Maturity 

0.00 
Weighted Average Maturity (Years) 

0.00 
Portfolio Effective Duration (Years) 

0.00 
Weighted Average Life (Years) 

AAA 
Average Credit Rating 

Portfolio Position 

Par Value 

XX MEEDER 
PUBLIC FUNDS 

$101,157,190 

Principal Cost $101,157,190 

Book Value $101,157,190 

Market Value $101,157,190 

Unrealized Gain/Loss $0 

Accrued Interest $0 

Maturity Distribution 

100.0% 

WW PRET 

Sector Allocation 

Melissa Lafferty, CFO UY ¢ 

Carol Malcik, Director of Fingnce 

LGIP 94.69% 

Money Market Funds 5.31% 
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BELTON ISD | SEPTEMBER 30, 2025

7

Portfolio 
Overview

SECURITY TYPE PAR VALUE MARKET VALUE BOOK VALUE
% OF 

PORTFOLIO
DAYS TO 

MATURITY YIELD

LGIP 95,783,447.26 95,783,447.26 95,783,447.26 94.69% 1 4.23

Money Market Funds 5,373,743.16 5,373,743.16 5,373,743.16 5.31% 1 0.00

TOTAL 101,157,190.42 101,157,190.42 101,157,190.42 100.00% 1 4.01

CASH AND ACCRUED INTEREST

Purchased Accrued Interest 0.00 0.00

TOTAL CASH AND INVESTMENTS 101,157,190.42 101,157,190.42 101,157,190.42 1 4.01

TOTAL EARNINGS

CURRENT MONTH

314,299.02
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8

Summary by Type

SECURITY TYPE # OF SECURITIES PAR VALUE BOOK VALUE % OF PORTFOLIO YIELD
DAYS TO FINAL 

MATURITY

2022 BOND FUND

LGIP 3 30,896,982.72 30,896,982.72 30.54 4.20 1

Money Market Funds 1 168,793.70 168,793.70 0.17 0.00 1

TOTAL 4 31,065,776.42 31,065,776.42 30.71 4.18 1

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

LGIP 1 10,705.52 10,705.52 0.01 4.18 1

Money Market Funds 2 868.00 868.00 0.00 0.00 1

TOTAL 3 11,573.52 11,573.52 0.01 3.87 1

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

LGIP 3 16,660,002.49 16,660,002.49 16.47 4.27 1

Money Market Funds 1 25,080.63 25,080.63 0.02 0.00 1

TOTAL 4 16,685,083.12 16,685,083.12 16.49 4.27 1

GENERAL FUND

LGIP 6 48,215,756.53 48,215,756.53 47.66 4.24 1

Money Market Funds 2 5,179,000.83 5,179,000.83 5.12 0.00 1

TOTAL 8 53,394,757.36 53,394,757.36 52.78 3.83 1

GRAND TOTAL 19 101,157,190.42 101,157,190.42 100.00 4.01 1
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CUSIP DESCRIPTION
TRADE DATE 

SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE

PRINCIPAL COST 
PURCHASED 

INTEREST TOTAL COST
YIELD TO 

MATURITY
MATURITY 

DATE
DAYS TO 

MATURITY
MARKET PRICE 

MARKET VALUE

UNREALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS   BOOK 

VALUE
% OF 

MV

MOODY'S 
S&P 

RATING

2022 BOND FUND

LGIP

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool 
- Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

3,170,113.42
3,170,113.42

0.00
3,170,113.42 4.30 1

1.00
3,170,113.42

0.00
3,170,113.42

3.13
AAA

TEXSTAR TexSTAR
09/30/2025
09/30/2025

17,501,667.25
17,501,667.25

0.00
17,501,667.25 4.15 1

1.00
17,501,667.25

0.00
17,501,667.25

17.30
AAA

TXCLASS Texas CLASS
09/30/2025
09/30/2025

10,225,202.05
10,225,202.05

0.00
10,225,202.05 4.26 1

1.00
10,225,202.05

0.00
10,225,202.05

10.11
AAA

LGIP TOTAL 30,896,982.72
30,896,982.72

0.00
30,896,982.72 4.20 1

1.00
30,896,982.72

0.00
30,896,982.72

30.54 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

46-8635-0176
PNC Government 
Checking Account

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

168,793.70
168,793.70

0.00
168,793.70 0.00 1

1.00
168,793.70

0.00
168,793.70

0.17
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

168,793.70
168,793.70

0.00
168,793.70 0.00 1

1.00
168,793.70

0.00
168,793.70

0.17 NA

2022 BOND FUND 
TOTAL

31,065,776.42
31,065,776.42

0.00
31,065,776.42 4.18 1

31,065,776.42
0.00

31,065,776.42
30.71 AAA

CONSTRUCTION 
FUNDS

LGIP

TEXPOOL TexPool
09/30/2025
09/30/2025

10,705.52
10,705.52

0.00
10,705.52 4.18 1

1.00
10,705.52

0.00
10,705.52

0.01
AAA

LGIP TOTAL 10,705.52
10,705.52

0.00
10,705.52 4.18 1

1.00
10,705.52

0.00
10,705.52

0.01 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

49-5257-2338
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

620.00
620.00

0.00
620.00 0.00 1

1.00
620.00

0.00
620.00

0.00
NA
NA

49-4234-4745
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

248.00
248.00

0.00
248.00 0.00 1

1.00
248.00

0.00
248.00

0.00
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

868.00
868.00

0.00
868.00 0.00 1

1.00
868.00

0.00
868.00

0.00 NA

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS 
TOTAL

11,573.52
11,573.52

0.00
11,573.52 3.87 1

11,573.52
0.00

11,573.52
0.01 AAA

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

Position Statement
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CUSIP DESCRIPTION
TRADE DATE 

SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE

PRINCIPAL COST 
PURCHASED 

INTEREST TOTAL COST
YIELD TO 

MATURITY
MATURITY 

DATE
DAYS TO 

MATURITY
MARKET PRICE 

MARKET VALUE

UNREALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS   BOOK 

VALUE
% OF 

MV

MOODY'S 
S&P 

RATING

LGIP

TEXSTAR TexSTAR
09/30/2025
09/30/2025

2,456,977.96
2,456,977.96

0.00
2,456,977.96 4.15 1

1.00
2,456,977.96

0.00
2,456,977.96

2.43
AAA

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime
09/30/2025
09/30/2025

9,673,794.39
9,673,794.39

0.00
9,673,794.39 4.29 1

1.00
9,673,794.39

0.00
9,673,794.39

9.56
AAA

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool 
- Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

4,529,230.14
4,529,230.14

0.00
4,529,230.14 4.30 1

1.00
4,529,230.14

0.00
4,529,230.14

4.48
AAA

LGIP TOTAL 16,660,002.49
16,660,002.49

0.00
16,660,002.49 4.27 1

1.00
16,660,002.49

0.00
16,660,002.49

16.47 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

49-4026-8128
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

25,080.63
25,080.63

0.00
25,080.63 0.00 1

1.00
25,080.63

0.00
25,080.63

0.02
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

25,080.63
25,080.63

0.00
25,080.63 0.00 1

1.00
25,080.63

0.00
25,080.63

0.02 NA

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 
TOTAL

16,685,083.12
16,685,083.12

0.00
16,685,083.12 4.27 1

16,685,083.12
0.00

16,685,083.12
16.49 AAA

GENERAL FUND

LGIP

TEXSTAR TexSTAR
09/30/2025
09/30/2025

9,130,716.28
9,130,716.28

0.00
9,130,716.28 4.15 1

1.00
9,130,716.28

0.00
9,130,716.28

9.03
AAA

TXCLASS Texas CLASS
09/30/2025
09/30/2025

1.03
1.03

0.00
1.03 1

1.00
1.03

0.00
1.03

0.00
AAA

LSGO
Lone Star Invest 
Pool - Government 
Overnight

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

72.33
72.33

0.00
72.33 4.16 1

1.00
72.33

0.00
72.33

0.00
AAA

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime
09/30/2025
09/30/2025

1,289,472.96
1,289,472.96

0.00
1,289,472.96 4.29 1

1.00
1,289,472.96

0.00
1,289,472.96

1.27
AAA

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool 
- Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

24,870,072.13
24,870,072.13

0.00
24,870,072.13 4.30 1

1.00
24,870,072.13

0.00
24,870,072.13

24.59
AAA

TEXPOOL TexPool
09/30/2025
09/30/2025

12,925,421.80
12,925,421.80

0.00
12,925,421.80 4.18 1

1.00
12,925,421.80

0.00
12,925,421.80

12.78
AAA

LGIP TOTAL 48,215,756.53
48,215,756.53

0.00
48,215,756.53 4.24 1

1.00
48,215,756.53

0.00
48,215,756.53

47.66 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

Position Statement
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CUSIP DESCRIPTION
TRADE DATE 

SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE

PRINCIPAL COST 
PURCHASED 

INTEREST TOTAL COST
YIELD TO 

MATURITY
MATURITY 

DATE
DAYS TO 

MATURITY
MARKET PRICE 

MARKET VALUE

UNREALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS   BOOK 

VALUE
% OF 

MV

MOODY'S 
S&P 

RATING

49-4026-8101
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

1,710,473.12
1,710,473.12

0.00
1,710,473.12 0.00 1

1.00
1,710,473.12

0.00
1,710,473.12

1.69
NA
NA

49-4026-8136
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

09/30/2025
09/30/2025

3,468,527.71
3,468,527.71

0.00
3,468,527.71 0.00 1

1.00
3,468,527.71

0.00
3,468,527.71

3.43
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

5,179,000.83
5,179,000.83

0.00
5,179,000.83 0.00 1

1.00
5,179,000.83

0.00
5,179,000.83

5.12 NA

GENERAL FUND TOTAL 53,394,757.36
53,394,757.36

0.00
53,394,757.36 3.83 1

53,394,757.36
0.00

53,394,757.36
52.78 AAA

GRAND TOTAL 101,157,190.42
101,157,190.42

0.00
101,157,190.42 4.01 1

101,157,190.42
0.00

101,157,190.42
100.00 AAA

Position Statement
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Cash Reconciliation Report
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Transaction Statement

NO ACTIVITY DURING 
CURRENT PERIOD
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Amortization Schedule

CUSIP DESCRIPTION PAR VALUE PRINCIPAL COST

ORIGINAL 
PREMIUM OR 

DISCOUNT
BEGINNING 

BOOK VALUE
CURRENT 

PERIOD AMORT
ENDING BOOK 

VALUE
TOTAL 

AMORTIZATION
UNAMORTIZED 

BALANCE

GRAND TOTAL 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Accrued Interest Schedule

IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE
PRINCIPAL 

COST

BEGINNING 
ACCRUED 
INTEREST

PURCHASED 
INTEREST

CURRENT 
PERIOD 

ACCRUAL
INTEREST 
RECEIVED

ENDING
ACCRUED
INTEREST

2022 BOND FUND

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

2025-09-30 3,170,113.42 3,170,113.42 0.00 0.00 11,388.00 11,388.00 0.00

46-8635-0176 PNC Government Checking Account 2025-09-30 168,793.70 168,793.70 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2025-09-30 17,501,667.25 17,501,667.25 0.00 0.00 61,514.57 61,514.57 0.00

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 2025-09-30 10,225,202.05 10,225,202.05 0.00 0.00 36,485.51 36,485.51 0.00

TOTAL 31,065,776.42 31,065,776.42 0.00 0.00 109,388.08 109,388.08 0.00

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

49-5257-2338 PNC Corporate Business Account 2025-09-30 620.00 620.00 0.00 0.00 0.91 0.91 0.00

49-4234-4745 PNC Corporate Business Account 2025-09-30 248.00 248.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXPOOL TexPool 2025-09-30 10,705.52 10,705.52 0.00 0.00 37.29 37.29 0.00

TOTAL 11,573.52 11,573.52 0.00 0.00 38.20 38.20 0.00

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

2025-09-30 4,529,230.14 4,529,230.14 0.00 0.00 16,270.36 16,270.36 0.00

49-4026-8128 PNC Corporate Business Account 2025-09-30 25,080.63 25,080.63 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 2025-09-30 9,673,794.39 9,673,794.39 0.00 0.00 34,443.87 34,443.87 0.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2025-09-30 2,456,977.96 2,456,977.96 0.00 0.00 8,478.47 8,478.47 0.00

TOTAL 16,685,083.12 16,685,083.12 0.00 0.00 59,192.70 59,192.70 0.00

GENERAL FUND

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

2025-09-30 24,870,072.13 24,870,072.13 0.00 0.00 64,555.17 64,555.17 0.00

LSGO
Lone Star Invest Pool - Government 
Overnight

2025-09-30 72.33 72.33 0.00 0.00 0.25 0.25 0.00

49-4026-8101 PNC Corporate Business Account 2025-09-30 1,710,473.12 1,710,473.12 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

49-4026-8136 PNC Corporate Business Account 2025-09-30 3,468,527.71 3,468,527.71 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXPOOL TexPool 2025-09-30 12,925,421.80 12,925,421.80 0.00 0.00 45,013.96 45,013.96 0.00

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 2025-09-30 1,289,472.96 1,289,472.96 0.00 0.00 4,602.72 4,602.72 0.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2025-09-30 9,130,716.28 9,130,716.28 0.00 0.00 31,507.94 31,507.94 0.00
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Accrued Interest Schedule

IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE
PRINCIPAL 

COST

BEGINNING 
ACCRUED 
INTEREST

PURCHASED 
INTEREST

CURRENT 
PERIOD 

ACCRUAL
INTEREST 
RECEIVED

ENDING
ACCRUED
INTEREST

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 2025-09-30 1.03 1.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 53,394,757.36 53,394,757.36 0.00 0.00 145,680.04 145,680.04 0.00

GRAND TOTAL 101,157,190.42 101,157,190.42 0.00 0.00 314,299.02 314,299.02 0.00
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Earnings by Fund

CUSIP DESCRIPTION
ENDING PAR 

VALUE
BEGINNING 

BOOK VALUE
ENDING BOOK 

VALUE
FINAL 

MATURITY
COUPON 

RATE YIELD
INTEREST 

EARNED

NET 
AMORTIZATION/ 

ACCRETION 
INCOME

NET REALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS

ADJUSTED 
INTEREST 

EARNINGS

2022 BOND FUND

46-8635-0176
PNC Government Checking 
Account

168,793.70 149,794.45 168,793.70 09/30/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Over-
night Plus Fund

3,170,113.42 3,158,725.42 3,170,113.42 09/30/2025 0.00 4.30 11,388.00 0.00 0.00 11,388.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 17,501,667.25 18,040,152.68 17,501,667.25 09/30/2025 5.30 4.15 61,514.57 0.00 0.00 61,514.57

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 10,225,202.05 10,188,716.54 10,225,202.05 09/30/2025 0.00 4.26 36,485.51 0.00 0.00 36,485.51

TOTAL 31,065,776.42 31,537,389.09 31,065,776.42 2.99 4.18 109,388.08 0.00 0.00 109,388.08

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

49-4234-4745 PNC Corporate Business Account 248.00 248.00 248.00 09/30/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

49-5257-2338 PNC Corporate Business Account 620.00 619.09 620.00 09/30/2025 0.00 0.00 0.91 0.00 0.00 0.91

TEXPOOL TexPool 10,705.52 10,668.23 10,705.52 09/30/2025 5.34 4.18 37.29 0.00 0.00 37.29

TOTAL 11,573.52 11,535.32 11,573.52 4.93 3.87 38.20 0.00 0.00 38.20

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

49-4026-8128 PNC Corporate Business Account 25,080.63 25,080.63 25,080.63 09/30/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Over-
night Plus Fund

4,529,230.14 4,512,959.78 4,529,230.14 09/30/2025 0.00 4.30 16,270.36 0.00 0.00 16,270.36

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 9,673,794.39 9,559,917.46 9,673,794.39 09/30/2025 4.50 4.29 34,443.87 0.00 0.00 34,443.87

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2,456,977.96 2,448,499.49 2,456,977.96 09/30/2025 5.30 4.15 8,478.47 0.00 0.00 8,478.47

TOTAL 16,685,083.12 16,546,457.36 16,685,083.12 3.39 4.27 59,192.70 0.00 0.00 59,192.70

GENERAL FUND

49-4026-8101 PNC Corporate Business Account 1,710,473.12 2,912,984.39 1,710,473.12 09/30/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

49-4026-8136 PNC Corporate Business Account 3,468,527.71 1,050,841.90 3,468,527.71 09/30/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Over-
night Plus Fund

24,870,072.13 19,680,043.70 24,870,072.13 09/30/2025 0.00 4.30 64,555.17 0.00 0.00 64,555.17

LSGO
Lone Star Invest Pool - Government 
Overnight

72.33 72.08 72.33 09/30/2025 0.00 4.16 0.25 0.00 0.00 0.25

TEXPOOL TexPool 12,925,421.80 12,720,678.59 12,925,421.80 09/30/2025 5.34 4.18 45,013.96 0.00 0.00 45,013.96

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 1,289,472.96 1,284,870.24 1,289,472.96 09/30/2025 4.50 4.29 4,602.72 0.00 0.00 4,602.72
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Earnings by Fund

CUSIP DESCRIPTION
ENDING PAR 

VALUE
BEGINNING 

BOOK VALUE
ENDING BOOK 

VALUE
FINAL 

MATURITY
COUPON 

RATE YIELD
INTEREST 

EARNED

NET 
AMORTIZATION/ 

ACCRETION 
INCOME

NET REALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS

ADJUSTED 
INTEREST 

EARNINGS

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 9,130,716.28 9,099,208.34 9,130,716.28 09/30/2025 5.30 4.15 31,507.94 0.00 0.00 31,507.94

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 1.03 1.03 1.03 09/30/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 53,394,757.36 46,748,700.27 53,394,757.36 2.31 3.83 145,680.04 0.00 0.00 145,680.04

GRAND TOTAL 101,157,190.42 94,844,082.04 101,157,190.42 2.69 4.01 314,299.02 0.00 0.00 314,299.02
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Meeder provides monthly statements for its investment management clients to provide information about the investment portfolio. The information should not be used for audit or confirmation 
purposes.  Please review your custodial statements and report any inaccuracies or discrepancies.

Certain information and data has been supplied by unaffiliated third parties. Although Meeder believes the information is reliable, it cannot warrant the accuracy of information offered by third 
parties. Market value may reflect prices received from pricing vendors when current market quotations are not available. Prices may not reflect firm bids or offers and may differ from the value at 
which the security can be sold. 

Statements may include positions from unmanaged accounts provided for reporting purposes. Unmanaged accounts are managed directly by the client and are not included in the accounts 
managed by Meeder. This information is provided as a client convenience and Meeder assumes no responsibility for performance of these accounts or the accuracy of the data reported.

Investing involves risk. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Debt and fixed income securities are subject to credit and interest rate risk. The investment return and 
principal value of an investment will fluctuate so that an investors shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or less than their original cost. Current performance may be lower or 
higher than the performance data quoted.

Investment advisory services provided by Meeder Public Funds, Inc. Please contact us if you would like to receive a copy of our current ADV disclosure brochure or privacy policy.

© 2024 Meeder Investment Management

meederpublicfunds.com  |  866.633.3371

Disclosure
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: Gifts, Grants, and Bequests

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty 

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

The District accepts gifts, grants, and bequests from many different sources each school 
year for the benefit of its students and programs. Policy CDC(LOCAL) gives authority to 
the Superintendent to accept most gifts, grants, or bequests.

Fiscal Implications:

Attached for your information is a list of donations that have been accepted. Budget 
amendments required for the expenditure of these funds will be presented as needed. 

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Information only.
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Gifts, Grants, and Bequests  

October 20, 2025

Source of Other Revenue/In Kind 

Donations
Type

Amount/ 

Value
Date District, Campus, or Program Intended Use

Belton Church of Christ Check $750 8/13/2025 Leon Heights Elementary Staff general supplies

Bull Teams Only LLC Check $2,000 9/6/2025 Belton High School CTE - FFA Donation to FFA program

Carter Blood Care Check $1,500 9/4/2025 Belton High School - HOSA Donation to HOSA program

Lakewood PTA Check $8,000 9/12/2025 Lakewood Elementary Student Field Trips 25-26

Belton Church of Christ Check $750 10/6/2025 Leon Heights Elementary
Purchase of new sound 

system in cafeteria.

Carter Blood Care Check $1,500 10/9/2025 Lake Belton High School - HOSA Donation to HOSA program
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: Budget Amendment #1 for 2025-2026

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future. 

Background Information:

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) Financial Accountability System Resource Guide sets forth 
guidelines on budget amendments. Budget amendments are required by the State to reclassify 
appropriations at the level at which the budget is adopted. Belton ISD adopts budgets for the 
required funds at the functional level. Amendments which reclassify appropriations from one 
functional level to another should be approved by the Board.  The budget may also be amended 
by the Board for changes in the level of its Revenue and Expenditures, CE(Legal/Local). 
Amendments are recorded in the District’s Board minutes. 

Budget amendments are presented monthly, as needed. The changes are described below.

Fiscal Implications: 

General Fund

Revenues
o Local (5700): $15,488

o $15,488: Insurance proceeds from bus accident claim
o State (5800): ($17,048)

o ($17,048): Reallocation of Federal Title funding from general fund to federal funds.
 

The effect of these amendments on revenue is a decrease of ($1,560).

Expenditures
o Instruction (11): ($260,243)

o ($253,962): Reallocation of Federal Title funding from general fund to federal 
funds.

o $441: Redistribute funds for various needs 
o $3,473: Redistribute funds for Art registration
o ($1,500): Redistribute funds for Security items
o ($4,195): Redistribute funds for new Drumline program
o ($4,500): Redistribute funds for Staff TEKS Training
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o Curriculum & Staff Development (13): ($191,912)
o ($197,039): Reallocation of Federal Title funding from general fund to federal 

funds.
o $4,500: Redistribute funds for Staff Development Training
o $4,500: Redistribute funds for Staff TEKS Training
o ($400): Redistribute funds for various needs
o ($3,473): Redistribute funds for Art registration

o Instructional Leadership (21): ($915)
o ($915): Redistribute funds for various needs

o School Leadership (23): ($4,500)
o ($4,500): Redistribute funds for Staff Development Training

o Social Work Services (32): ($77,165)
o ($77,665): Reallocation of Federal Title funding from general fund to federal funds.
o $500: Redistribute funds for various needs

o Student Transportation (34): 15,488
o $15,488 Insurance proceeds from bus accident claim

o Co-curricular Activities (36): ($76,931)
o $915: Redistribute funds for various needs
o $4,195: Redistribute funds for new Drumline program
o ($41): Redistribute funds for various needs
o ($82,000): Redistribute funds for Game Security

o Security and Monitoring (52): $83,000
o $1,500: Redistribute funds for Security items
o $82,000: Redistribute funds for Game Security
o ($500): Redistribute funds for various needs

The effect of these amendments on expenditures is a decrease of ($513,178).

The net effect of these revenue and expenditure amendments, in the aggregate, is an increase 
of $511,618 to the fund balance.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve amendments as presented. 
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Belton ISD  - October 20, 2025

Function  

Original Adopted 

Budget

Previously 

Amended Budget

Summary of 

Proposed 

Amendments

Proposed 

Amended Budget

REVENUES

Local 50,511,930$                 50,511,930$               15,488                        50,527,418                    

State 101,422,971                 101,422,971               (17,048)                       101,405,923                  

Federal 1,375,000                     1,375,000                   -                              1,375,000                      

153,309,901                 153,309,901               (1,560)                         153,308,341                  

EXPENDITURES

11 Instruction 82,233,007                   82,233,007                 (260,243)                     81,972,764                    

12 Library & Media Services 1,771,816                     1,771,816                   -                              1,771,816                      

13 Curriculum & Staff Development 3,895,773                     3,895,773                   (191,912)                     3,703,861                      

21 Instructional Leadership 2,695,954                     2,695,954                   (915)                            2,695,039                      

23 School Leadership 9,571,864                     9,571,864                   (4,500)                         9,567,364                      

31 Guidance and Counseling Services 6,513,322                     6,513,322                   -                              6,513,322                      

32 Social Work Services 264,611                        264,611                      (77,165)                       187,446                         

33 Health Services 2,266,148                     2,266,148                   -                              2,266,148                      

34 Student Transportation 6,708,711                     6,708,711                   15,488                        6,724,199                      

35 School Nutrition -                                -                              -                              -                                 

36 Co-curricular Activities 5,704,747                     5,704,747                   (76,931)                       5,627,816                      

41 General Administration 4,292,262                     4,292,262                   -                              4,292,262                      

51 Facilities Maintenance & Operations 17,184,660                   17,184,660                 -                              17,184,660                    

52 Security and Monitoring 3,271,775                     3,271,775                   83,000                        3,354,775                      

53 Data Processing Services 5,037,698                     5,037,698                   -                              5,037,698                      

61 Community Services -                                -                              -                              -                                 

71 Debt Service 356,810                        356,810                      -                              356,810                         

81 Facilities Acquisition & Construction -                                -                              -                              -                                 

93 Payments to fiscal agent -                                -                              -                              -                                 

95 Payments to JJAEP 15,743                          15,743                        -                              15,743                           

97 Tax Increment 750,000                        750,000                      -                              750,000                         

99 Other Intergovernmental Charges 775,000                        775,000                      -                              775,000                         

Total Expenditures 153,309,901                 153,309,901               (513,178)                     152,796,723                  

Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures -                                -                              511,618                      511,618                         

Other Sources -                                -                              -                              -                                 

Other Uses -                                -                              -                              -                                 

Budgeted/Estimated Change in Fund Balance -$                              -$                            511,618$                    511,618$                       

Budget amendments for these funds are required to be adopted by the Board of Trustees.

2025-26 Budget Amendment Proposed For Adoption By The Board Of Trustees

General Fund
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: Expenditures over $50,000

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  ☑ None      � Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

Board Policy CH(LOCAL) requires that any single budgeted purchase of goods or 
services that costs $50,000 or more shall require Board approval before a transaction 
may take place. The following list of proposed purchases is submitted for your 
consideration:

CEV Multimedia, LLC for Instructional Materials
The purpose of this purchase is to provide Career Readiness teachers with curriculum 
resource material subscription for the following pathways at BHS, LBHS and BNT:  
Agriculture (BHS/LBHS); Arts, A/V (BHS/LBHS); BMF (BHS/LBHS); Ed & T (BHS/LBHS); 
Health Science (BHS/LBHS); Culinary Arts (BHS/LBHS); Law (BHS/LBHS/BNT).  
Utilizing the Enterprise Plan as a collective purchase saves the District $43,417.50. The 
cost is $101,307.50. CEV Multimedia LLC is an approved vendor. 

CDW-Government for Paraprofessional Staff Device Refresh
In accordance with the district’s technology replacement cycle, paraprofessional staff 
devices are due to be replaced. Acer Chromebooks are being purchased as the 
replacement device. The cost is $136,840. CDW-Government participates in the TIPS 
Contract.

SustainED Leaders for Strong Foundations LASO Grant
Belton ISD was awarded a Strong Foundations LASO grant for 2024-2025 from the Texas 
Agency of Education (TEA) to strengthen our Literacy Framework and its alignment with 
research-based strategies and our newly adopted SAVVAS materials. The grant requires 
contracting with a TEA-approved planning vendor who would support the development, 
professional learning, and implementation of an improved literacy framework. The cost is 
$90,000. SustainEd Leaders is an approved vendor. 
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Hellas Construction, Inc. for Tiger Field Stadium Lighting # 2509-150-391 
This project was authorized in July when we adopted a reimbursement resolution to install 
LED lighting at Tiger Field. Hellas Construction, Inc. is being recommended with a 
qualifying bid of $ 231,155 to include retrofitting existing lighting with 70 foot candle LED, 
egress lighting, and controls. 

Renewal of SHI Government Solutions, Inc. for Microsoft Office 365
Microsoft Office 365 provides licenses for all Microsoft Office suite products. The
renewal cost is $81,036.12. SHI Government Solutions, Inc., is on the state’s DIR
Contract.

Fiscal Implications:

CDW-Government, CEV Multimedia, LLC, SHI Government Solutions, True North 
Consulting Group will be funded by the General fund. SustainED Leaders will be funded 
through the LASO Strong Foundations Grant. Hellas Construction will be funded from 
reimbursement resolution proceeds.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve the requested expenditures as presented.

123



Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: RFQ #2509-600-392 for Project Management Services

Contact Person: Dr. Michael Morgan

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  �  None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

RFQ #2509-600-392 was published on September 8, 2025, for the solicitation of Project 
Management Services. These services are needed due to significant storm damage to 
multiple district locations where a number of repair and restoration projects are now 
necessary. Due to the volume and complexity of these projects, the District found it best 
to retain services from a firm with project management expertise. 

The District received fifteen (15) proposals by the deadline of September 25, 2025, which 
were evaluated and ranked by a committee of District staff. Pursuant to Section 2252.908 
of Government Code, HB 1295 forms have been received and acknowledged on the 
Texas Ethics Commission website. 

A review committee used the criteria established in RFQ 2509-600-392. Hoar Project 
Management (HPM) was the highest-scoring proposal in the selection process and is 
recommended for consideration for this project. 

Fiscal Implications:

The expense for project management for storm damages is covered by the Belton ISD 
property/casualty policy. 

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve the recommendation and authorize the Superintendent to negotiate and execute 
a contract with HPM as presented.
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Firms Total Points
Hoar Program Mangement 264

Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc. 225

Prolego Consulting Solutions, LLC 225

Cloud Construction Co., Inc. 223

AG|CM, Inc. 212

Project Control of Texas, Inc. 207

J Poole Group 167

Project Mangement Services, Inc. 167

Lyldha B Logistics, LLC 166

Procedeo, LLC 165

Square One Consultants, LLC 155

Paramount Project Solutions, LLC 147

TWS Advisory Group 144

Sterling One Solutions, LLC 140

Air System Designs LLC 78

COMBINED SCORING MATRIX 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

RFQ #2509-600-392
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: RFP #2509-475-393 HVAC Unit Replacements (Various Campuses) 2022 Bond 
Project

Contact Person: Dr. Michael Morgan

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  �  None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

RFP #2509-475-393 for HVAC Unit Replacements (Various Locations) was published on 
September 19, 2025. The solicitation was issued to procure services to install District 
purchased HVAC units at various campuses. 

The District received seven (7) proposals by the deadline of October 7, 2025, which 
were evaluated and ranked by a committee. Pursuant to Section 2252.908 of 
Government Code, HB 1295 forms have been received and acknowledged on the Texas 
Ethics Commission website.

Based on the rankings and the critical scope and nature of this project, the District 
recommends awarding to Tradesman Services, Ltd at a total contract value not to 
exceed $2,093,658.00 for HVAC Replacements at Belton Early Childhood School, New 
Tech at Waskow High School, Belton Middle School, and Sparta Elementary. This will 
ensure the replacement and installation of HVAC equipment will be completed within the 
timeline needed.

Fiscal Implications:

The project will be funded from 2022 Bond funds.  

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve the recommendation and authorize the Superintendent to negotiate and execute 
a contract with Tradesman Services, Ltd and approve the expenditure.
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Vendors Total Points
Tradesman Services Ltd. 278.5

Lochridge Priest Inc. 268

Rabroker 254.5

P&E Mechanical, LLC 241.75

Climate Solutions 220.75

GMR Heating and Air LLC 210.75

Decker Mechanical (DMI Corp.) 202.59

Evaluation Completed: 10/09/2025

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
COMBINED SCORING MATRIX

HVAC UNIT REPLACEMENTS (VARIOUS LOCATIONS) 
RFP #2509-475-393
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

October 20, 2025

Item: Appointment of 2025-2026 School Health Advisory Council (SHAC)

Contact Person: Dr. Cassandra Spearman

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the 
BISD vision.

Background Information:

According to Board Policy BDF(LEGAL), the Board shall establish a local School Health 
Advisory Council (SHAC) to assist the District in ensuring that local community values 
and health issues are reflected in the District’s health education instruction. The Board 
shall appoint members to the council, a majority of which must be parents of students 
enrolled in the District and who are not employed by the District. A parent must serve as 
chair or co-chair of the SHAC. The Board may also appoint one or more District teachers, 
administrators, or students. In addition, health-care professionals, members of the 
business community, law enforcement representatives, senior citizens, clergy, 
representatives of nonprofit health organizations, or representatives of another group may 
be appointed. 

Attached is the list of recommended committee members to serve on the Belton ISD 
School Health Advisory Council for 2025-2026. The committee consists of 14 parents who 
are not employed by the District, 1 health care professional, 1 business/ community 
member, 3 students, and 7 campus or District representatives. The council consists of 21 
members in addition to the Chair, Dr. Cassandra Spearman.

Fiscal Implications:

None

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Appoint the committee as recommended. 
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1

Belton ISD School Health Advisory Council
2025-2026

Health Advisory Council Coordinators
Cassandra Spearman, Chair, Assistant Superintendent of Operations

Lanette Wyrick, Parent Co-Chair

Parents & School Represented
Robert Rucker (Southwest Elementary)

Jennifer Bohannon (Chisholm Trail Elementary)
Lanette Wyrick (Lake Belton Middle School)

Brandi Floyd  (Charter Oak Elementary)
Wendy Taylor (High Point Elementary)

Lexi Burns (Tarver Elementary)
Amber Wood (Lake Belton High School)

Cyndi McLean (Belton High School)
Sara Courson (New Tech)
Amy Wells (Leon Heights)

Vicki Brubaker (Pirtle) 
Allix Jackson (Sparta)

Clinton Bailey (Hubbard)
Tammy Lewis (Hubbard) 

District & School Representatives
Pete Ramirez, Emergency Preparedness
Kacee Green, Staff Wellness Promotion

Marylisa Fanning, Health Services
Chris Teager, School Nutrition

Jackie Snow, Physical Education
Katy Miller, Physical Education Teacher

Tiffany Sommerfeld, Counseling

Health Care Professionals
Barry Sharp, Bell County Public Health

Business/Community
Johnnie Wardell, Central Counties

  

     High School Students

Jada Gage, Belton High School
    Alaysha Williams, Lake Belton High School

Elizabeth Davis, New Tech High School 
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