Nome Public Schools
¢/ Board of Education Meeting Agenda

December 9, 2025 - 5:30 PM PO Box 131
Regular Board Meeting, NES Library /Zoom Nome, AK 99762
1057 E 5th Ave

Nome, Alaska 99762

We inspire and empower students to be culturally SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
grounded responsible citizens who are deeply Ms. Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone, President
connected to our community and world. Mrs. Darlene Trigg, Vice President/Clerk

Mr. Jon Gregg, Treasurer

Mrs. Nancy Mendenhall

Ms. Sigvanna Tapqaq

Ms. Sara James, Student Representative

AGENDA

A. Call to Order
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Nome Public Schools Mission Statement 4
3. Roll Call
4. Approval of Agenda
B. Consent Agenda
(Routine matter considered for approval as one motion. Any item can be pulled for separate
consideration).
1. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting: November 11, 2025 5
2. Approval of November 2025 Disbursements
3. Approval of November 2025 Gifts, Grants and Bequests
4. Approval of November 2025 Personnel Report 10
C. Correspondence
D. Awards and Presentations
1. Introductions of Guests & Visitors
2. Student Celebrations
3. Presentation: ANSEP Acceleration Academy by Kacey Miller 12
4. Presentation: FY25 Audit Report by Altman, Rogers & Co.
E. Opportunity for Public Comments on Agenda/Non-agenda Items
(3 minutes per speaker, 30 minutes aggregate)
F. Superintendent Report
G. Information & Reports
1. Student Representative Report
2. Association Report
3. Principal Reports
4. Director Reports
5. Business Manager Report
H. Second Public Comment Opportunity
(Individuals are limited to three minutes each.)
I. Action Item
1. Approval of FY25 Audit
2. Approval of FY26 Six Year Capital Project List & Capital Priorities

[98)



3. Approval of FY26 Legislative Priorities
J. Board and Superintendent’s Comments & Committee Reports
K. Upcoming Events:
* Tuesday, January 13, Regular Meeting, 5:30 pm, NES Library/Zoom
* Tuesday, January 27, Work Session, 5:30 pm, NES Library
* Tuesday, February 10, Regular Meeting, 5:30 pm, NES Library/Zoom
* Tuesday, February 24, Work Session, 5:30 pm, NES Library
* Tuesday, March 10, Regular Meeting, 5:30 pm, NES Library/Zoom
* Tuesday, March 24, Work Session, 5:30 pm, NES Library
L. Adjournment

BB 9320 Meetings: "Though great importance is given to the physical presence of School Board members
at meetings, the attendance and participation of members by teleconference is authorized whenever
physical presence is not practicable."

To join the Public Zoom meeting on your computer or smart device, please use the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83129929100?pwd=70ktp8tEIk9sZA56qbsInmdAe0ySmF.1

Meeting ID: 831 2992 9100
Passcode: 878819

To call into the public Zoom meeting, please call any of the phone numbers below:
+1 669 900 6833
+1 253 215 8782
+1 346 248 7799
+1 929 205 6099
+1 301 715 8592
+1 312 626 6799



Pledge of Allegiance

Allegiance (I promise)

Kamaksritigmik akigsruutmik

(to give) to the flag (of our land)

aitugaa illalitaa nunapta

United States of America.

(here) and to (to) the republic

[ttuaq taavrumuna nunamun

one nation under God

‘atausiq nuna ataani Agaiyutim

indivisible with liberty
avgutaulguituaq pituigsimaatiq
and justice for all

atisiptuni illugnaitnun.

Translated by Clara Sookiayak for Paul F. Asicksik Sr. School in Shaktoolik



Our Mission
We inspire and empower students to be culturally grounded responsible
citizens who are deeply connected to our community and world.

Our Vision

Together, strong in identity, purpose, potential
Board and Superintendent Guiding Principles

v Works to ensure academic success for all students
’ Works to promote positive community partnerships
v Provides leadership and support to ensure reading proficiency by 3rd Grade

v Supports the recruitment and retention of effective staff

Board and Superintendent Goals

4 Provide the resources for the development and adoption of
curriculum as per Board Policy (BP 6141).

v Support the integration of a student’s culture in the curriculum within
the context of the community through implementation of the Alaska
standards for culturally responsive schools.

v Work to ensure all students feel connected to their peers and the adults
in their schools by improving school climate.



BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, November 11, 2025
5:31 pm
NES Library/Zoom

Member Tahbone called the meeting to order at 5:31 pm Tuesday, November 11, 2025 with a quorum

present.
Member Tahbone led the Pledge of Allegiance in Inupiaq.

Member Tahbone read the Nome Public Schools Mission Statement.
School Board Members Present:
Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone

Nancy Mendenhall
Student Representative, Sara James

Darlene Trigg
Sigvanna Tapqgaq (excused)

Others in attendance included:
Jamie Burgess

Karen Dixon (via Zoom)

Ariana Crockett O’Harra
Michelle Carton

Emily Annas

Ryan Horton

Richard Sargent

Penny Olanna

Alisha Papineau

Laurie Grassgreen (via Zoom)
Elizabeth Korenek-Johnson
Jennifer Shreve

Holly Harlow

Stan Burgess

Donna James

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Member Trigg moved to approve the agenda as presented.

The motion carried by a roll call vote with the following results:
Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone: yes Darlene Trigg: yes

Nancy Mendenhall: yes Sigvanna Tapqgagq: (excused)
Sara James (Advisory Vote): yes

SWEARING IN OF BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBER

Jon Gregg

Genevieve Hollins (via Zoom)
Ryan Horton

Jonathan Duarte

Keith Morrison

Teriscovkya Smith

Mary Donaldson

Richard Sargent

Jon Gregg: yes

Superintendent Burgess swore in Darlene Trigg to serve a three-year term on the Board of Education

until October 2028.

BOARD COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Board members had a discussion and came to a mutual agreement on the following committee

representatives:



Committee Assignments

Board Policy: Equity Committee:
Representative 1: Darlene Trigg Primary: Sigvanna Tapqgaq
Representative 2: Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone Alternate: Nancy Mendenhall
Northwest College Advisory: NACTEC:
Primary: Nancy Mendenhall Primary: Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone
Alternate: Jon Gregg Alternate: Jon Gregg
Other Roles

Recruitment/Job Fair:

Primary: Jon Gregg
Alternate: Sigvanna Tapqaq

NEA Negotiations: Calendar Committee:
Primary: Darlene Trigg Primary: Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone
Alternate: Nancy Mendenhall Alternate: Sigvanna Tapqgaq

CONSENT AGENDA

Member Gregg moved to approve the minutes from Regular Meeting: September 9, 2025; Regular
Meeting: October 14, 2025; the October 2025 disbursements; the October 2025 Gifts, Grants and
Bequests; and the October 2025 personnel report; with corrections being made to the board minutes.
Discussion followed.

The motion carried by a roll call vote with the following results:

Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone: yes Darlene Trigg: yes Jon Gregg: yes
Nancy Mendenhall: yes Sigvanna Tapqgagq: (excused)

Sara James (Advisory Vote): yes

CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence included was a letter to the school board from Mason Janke requesting early
graduation.

INTRODUCTIONS OF GUESTS AND VISITORS
NONE

STUDENT CELEBRATIONS
NBMHS Principal, Teriscovkya Smith and NBMHS Assistant Principal, Holly Harlow celebrated student
Jasmine Nguyen’s achievements.

PRESENTATION
Laurie Grassgreen from AASB presented the Alaska Family Engagement Center.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA/NON-AGENDA ITEMS
NONE




SUPERINTENDENT REPORT
Superintendent Burgess reported. The report is attached to the original of these minutes.
Discussion followed.

INFORMATION AND REPORTS
Student Representative, Sara James reported. The report is attached to the original of these minutes.
Discussion followed.

NEA Representative, Ryan Horton reported. The report is attached to the original of these minutes.

NES Principal, Michelle Carton reported. The report is attached to the original of these
minutes. Discussion followed.

ACSA Principal, Emily Annas reported. The report is attached to the original of these minutes.
Discussion followed.

NBMHS Principal, Teriscovkya Smith reported. The report is attached to the original of these minutes.
Discussion followed.

Director of SPED, Mary Donaldson reported. The report is attached to the original of these minutes.
Discussion followed.

Director of Technology, Jim Shreve reported. The report is attached to the original of these minutes.

Director of Facilities, Jonathan Duarte reported. The report is attached to the original of these
minutes. Discussion followed.

Director of Federal Programs, Karen Dixon reported. The report is attached to the original of these
minutes.

CFO, Genevieve Hollins reported. The report is attached to the original of these
minutes.

SECOND PUBLIC COMMENT OPPORTUNITY

Parent and community member, Penny Olanna informed about a couple of situations during the parent
teacher conference that had upset her. She gave suggestions on how to integrate Indigenous culture
into science for the students. She also expressed how she felt the Migrant Education program wasn’t
being utilized to its full potential.

Music Teacher, Richard Sargent thanked the administrators for doing whatever they could to help
support the music program. He shared some audio clips of the students playing at concerts. Mr. Sargent
explained the bad condition the school’s music instruments are in. Even with a new repair kit he expects
he’ll still need to request more instruments.



ACTION ITEMS
Member Trigg moved to approve the ratification of Ms. Sigvanna Tapgaq’s appointment to fill Seat B of
the Nome Public Schools Board of Education until the expiration of the original term in October 2026.

The motion carried by a roll call vote with the following results:

Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone: yes Darlene Trigg: yes Jon Gregg: yes
Nancy Mendenhall: yes Sigvanna Tapqgagq: (excused)

Sara James (Advisory Vote): yes

Member Gregg moved to approve the FY26 Budget Revision #1.

The motion carried by a roll call vote with the following results:

Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone: yes Darlene Trigg: yes Jon Gregg: yes
Nancy Mendenhall: yes Sigvanna Tapqgagq: (excused)

Sara James (Advisory Vote): yes

BOARD AND SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS
Student Representative, Sara James said she was happy to be on the school board.

Member Gregg said he was glad Sara James was there with them and offered his support.
Member Gregg requested an update on ANSEP.

Member Mendenhall expressed her concern with overloading students per classroom.
Superintendent Burgess responded that classroom sizes aren’t ideal for SEL but it’s not unbearable
currently.

Member Trigg welcomed Sara James to the school board.

Member Trigg expressed her concern about students still being hungry after lunch and requested
Superintendent Burgess look more into it.

Member Trigg updated on what’s going on at AASB. They are looking into changing the title Portrait of a
Graduate to Our Children, Our Way of Life to better reflect supporting students at all grade levels. The
AASB annual conference would be taking place that weekend. The full AASB board meets after the
conference. Member Trigg continued to participate in several committees for tribal consultation and
compacting over public education. She has also started to sit in on the National Association of School
Boards meetings.

Member Tahbone was asked to participate in the AASB Budget Committee and attended a meeting last
week.

Member Tahbone welcomed Sara James to the school board.

Member Tahbone gave her appreciation to the music department and the heads up that they will be
asking for more instruments.

Member Tahbone gave her thanks for the public comments.

Superintendent Burgess said she was excited to have Sara James on the school board and was impressed
by her report.

Superintendent Burgess requested to be put on the agenda and participate in a future Student Council
meeting.

Superintendent Burgess was pleased to attend the last community gathering.



Superintendent Burgess informed she had been helping with interviews for the Migrant Education
program this year.

Superintendent Burgess said she was pleased about the work the Principals and Assistant Principal have
been doing.

UPCOMING EVENTS

¢ Tuesday, November 25, Work Session, 5:30 pm, NES Library

* Tuesday, December 9, Regular Meeting, 5:30 pm, NES Library/Zoom
¢ Tuesday, January 13, Regular Meeting, 5:30 pm, NES Library/Zoom
¢ Tuesday, January 27, Work Session, 5:30 pm, NES Library

ADJOURNMENT
Member Tahbone moved to adjourn at 8:27 pm.

Marjorie Kunaq Tahbone Date Darlene Trigg Date
President, Board of Education Vice President/Clerk, Board of Education



Nome Public Schools
Personnel Items for Approval/Ratification
December 9, 2025

Certified/Administrative Personnel

NEW HIRES POSITION LOCATION EFFECTIVE DATE

Manning, Sandra HS Science- LTS NBMHS 1/12/2026

CHANGE OF
ASGMT

LEFT
EMPLOYMENT

Classified Personnel

NEW HIRES POSITION LOCATION EFFECTIVE DATE

CHANGE OF
ASGMT

LEFT
EMPLOYMENT

Extra Duty Contracts

NAME POSITION EFFECTIVE DATE
Topkok, Allison Secretary Vacancy Coverage | 10/14/2025

Ten Eyck, Meghan RTB Teacher Leader 12/1/2025
Fabignon-Cross, Julie RTB Teacher Leader 12/1/2025

Horton, Ryan RTB Teacher Leader 12/1/2025

Wright, Rosa RTB Teacher Leader 12/1/2025




Non-Staff Coaches

NAME POSITION EFFECTIVE DATE

Temporary Personnel

NAME POSITION EFFECTIVE DATE
Saenz, Dominique Substitute 11/12/2025
Chiklak, Marie Substitute 11/17/2025
Ulroan, Jaden Substitute 11/21/2025

Lust, Adam Substitute 11/25/2025

Dillon, Courtney Substitute 12/3/2025

Volunteers Approved

NAME EFFECTIVE DATE
Madden, Chase 11/11/2025

Fuller, Garrick 11/11/2025 (Renewal)
Lean, Mikey 11/14/2025

Tran, Beverly 12/2/2025
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ANSEP

ALASKA

NATIVE

SCIENCE&
ENGINEERING

PROGRAM

Founded in 1995 as a scholarship opportunity for a single Indigenous student, ANSEP has grown into a program whose
mission is to provide the best possible education for every student in Alaska by building a robust foundation for college
success and professional development.

STUDENTS GAIN:

College-level academic
experience in high school.
Enhanced self-confidence, time
management, and critical
thinking skills.

Experience in real-world STEM
environments and local
projects.

Understanding of college and
career pathways that position
them for early college
graduation and competitive
workforce entry.

A network of dedicated and
supportive peers

NOME ACCELERATION ACADEMY
FALL 2025 REPORT

(AUGUST 26 - DECEMBER 12, 2025)
Nome’s Acceleration Academy provides local high school students
direct, enhanced opportunities to learn and pursue postsecondary
opportunities and pathways. Integrating cultural programming with
community-based learning, the Nome ANSEP Acceleration Academy
partners with local businesses, research institutions, social services,
tribal bodies, and government agencies to bolster academic
achievement and postsecondary readiness.

The ANSEP Acceleration Academy is open to all Nome Public School
students in grades 9-12, offering dual-credit enroliment through the
University of Alaska. The program incorporates structured recitation
time, student status meetings, and consistent communication with
families to provide students with intensive, hands-on support needed
for success. Students are encouraged to pursue school leadership,
athletics and club activities, and are eligible for postsecondary
scholarships and resources upon graduation from ANSEP.

The Nome Acceleration Academy is made possible through
collaboration with many partners: Nome School Board, Alaska
Department of Education and Early Development, Bering Straits
Native Corporation, Norton Sound Economic Development
Corporation, Norton Sound Health Corporation, Northwest Alaska
Career and Technical Center and the Rasmuson Foundation.

NOME FALL 2025 PROGRAM NUMBERS

11 ANSEP Acceleration Academy students
« 2 Seniors, 5 Juniors, 1 sophomore, 3 freshman
Rigorous curriculum

« 9 students enrolled full time (12 credits)
« 2 students enrolled over half time (7 & 11 credits)
Student Average GPA for Fall 2025 semester: 3.44*

*As of 12/2, anticipating increase after final grade entry deadline-12/17
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ANSEP

ALASKA

N ATIVE
SCIENCE&
ENGINEERING

PROGRAM

FRIDAY ENRICHMENT EXPERIENCES

« INVOLVE LOCAL EXPERTS
INTEGRATE CULTURE

INCLUDE PARTNERS
INSPIRE PLACE
INVESTIGATE FUTURE

FALL 2025 SEMESTER FRIDAY ENRICHMENT PARTNERS:

« UAF MARINE ADVISORY PROGRAM o NOME ARTIST - LISA LEEPER
 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE « BERING STRAIT NATIVE CORPORATION MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT
» UNAATAQ PILGRIM HOT SPRINGS o NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT

« NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION TRIBAL HEALER - ETTA TALL RURAL ALASKA ANIMAL RESOURCES/PAWS OF NOME

» KAWERAK COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY SERVICE

 KATIRVIK CULTURAL CENTER o NEST (NOME EMERGENCY SHELTER TEAM) MEAL PREP & DONATION
« UKPEAGVIK INUPIAT CORPORATION ARCTIC RESEARCH & LOGISTICS o ACSA ANNUAL CAMPOUT CLEANUP

« OAK RIDGE NGEE ARCTIC o NOME INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY CELEBRATION SETUP + CLEANUP

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENTS & SUPPLEMENTAL EXPERIENCES

« Academy Hydroponics: Plant choice, set up, growth monitoring and harvest
o NACTEC- Driver’s Ed Training: 3 ANSEP students pursued NACTEC drivers
education for drivers permit, practice testing and behind the wheel experience
« REAP (Rural Alaska Energy Program): Jenny Starr provided sustainable energy
education, collecting data on ANSEP Acceleration Academy energy usage.
ANSEP won the 2025 Bering Strait Regional Power Pledge Challenge!
« Katirvik Cultural Center - Inupiaq Language Development:
o Attended llisazaqativut - Inupiaq language Summit at KCC
o Inupiaq Story Hour - Assisted Amber Ataasiaq Otton with language immersion experience and event
« Alaska Center for Climate Assessment & Preparedness: Rich Thoman presented Strait Science local
weather data and climate change impacts
« Alaska Health Education Center: 9 students received Mental Health First Aid Certification from Vincent
Villella (AHEC)

LOOKING AHEAD: SPRING 2026

. 11 students enrolled for Spring ‘26 semester
o 9 students over full time (12 - 14 credits)

o 2 students over half time (10 - 11 credits)

Friday Enrichments: Local food production, marine mammal education, leather applied
arts and crafts, water safety/swimming instruction, dog mushing, college preparation &
career development, outdoor winter sports activities

For more information contact Nome Acceleration Director Kacey Miller at kacey.miller@alaska.edu or (907) 412-1660
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