
South St. Paul School Board - Work Session
Monday, October 13, 2025 5:00 PM

District Office, 104 - 5th Avenue South, South St Paul, Minnesota 55075

I. FACILITIES

I.A. Jim Carter Stadium Request (Chair Humann)
  

II. DISTRICT

II.A. Bond Conversation (B. Zambreno/R. Chhoth)

II.B. Scorecard Review (B. Zambreno)
 

III. EDUCATION SERVICES

III.A. Comprehensive Achievement & Civic Readiness (A. Winter)
 

IV. SCHOOL BOARD

IV.A. Public Relations and Community Engagement (Board)

IV.B. Committee Updates (Board) 
• District 917
• AMSD
• Community Education
• Educational Foundation
• Finance, Facilities and Long-Range Planning
• Local Issues
• Policy
• SSP Open Foundation
• Superintendent Executive

IV.C. Other Items Deemed Necessary by the School Board



 
 

School Board Agenda Item 
 
 
 
 
Date: ​ ​ ​ October 13, 2025 
 
Place on Agenda:​ Work Session 
 
Action Requested:​ None. Discussion Only 
 
Attachment:​ ​ Request 1 Executive Summary 
​ ​ ​ Request 2 Submission 
​ ​ ​ Supporting Documentation 
 
Topic:  Jim Carter Stadium Naming Request 
Presenter(s):  Board Chair Kim Humann 
Background: 

In April 2024, a request was submitted to rename Ettinger Field to Ettinger Field at Jim Carter 
Stadium. In accordance with District Policy 801.1, the District formed a Facilities Naming 
Committee to review and study the proposal. 

The committee engaged in discussion, weighing Jim Carter’s character, contributions, and 
achievements alongside concerns regarding past conduct. The committee was unable to 
reach consensus and instead presented an executive summary of their conversations to the 
School Board. Without a clear recommendation, the Board was also unable to reach 
consensus and thus tabled the request indefinitely. 

In August 2025, the individuals who submitted the original proposal resubmitted their request 
to rename Ettinger Field at Jim Carter Stadium. Because a Facilities Naming Committee had 
already been convened and completed the process in 2024, a new committee was not 
formed. 

Instead, the Board’s Finance, Facilities, and Long-Range Planning Committee has been 
reviewing and discussing the request. The proposal now comes before the full Board for 
review and discussion at the October 13, 2025, Work Session. 

Recommendation: 
 
N/A 
 
Alternatives: 
 
N/A 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Jim Carter Stadium 
Request #1 - Executive Summary 



Facilities Naming Request - Carter Report

Request Ettinger Field at Jim Carter Stadium

Requester(s) Gaylen Bicking, Paul Kenady, Paul Miller, and Greg Veldman

Committee
Meeting Date
and Members

April 16, 2024 ● Lisa Brandecker, Manager of Administrative Services and
Communication (facilitator)

● Danette Childs, Communications Specialist (note taker)
● Mark Fenton, Director of Building and Grounds
● Brady Krueger, Activities Director and High School Assistant

Principal
● Manuel Spreigl, Teacher and Coach
● Teresa Tonda, Teacher and Coach
● Linda Diaz, Community Member
● Galen Bicking, Requester
● Paul Miller, Requester
● Theresa Starkman, Elementary Principal
● Kim Humann, Board Member and Community Member

Essential Agreements
● Adherence to Criteria: Committee members will base their decisions on the criteria established in

district policy, Naming of District Facilities #801.1.

● Safe Space: All committee members will be afforded a safe space to share their thoughts without fear
of judgment or reprisal, fostering an environment of inclusivity and mutual respect.

● Equitable Participation: Each member will have an equal opportunity to contribute to the discussions
and decision-making process.

● Active Listening: Each member will make a commitment to actively listen to one another without
interrupting, allowing everyone the opportunity to express their thoughts and ideas fully.

● Feedback: Committee member responses should be provided in a respectful manner, focusing on
ideas rather than individuals

● Open-Minded: Members agree to remain open-minded, flexible and supportive of diverse perspectives
and be willing to adapt their perspectives and options based on new information or insights that may
arise during discussions.

● Conflict Resolution: In the event of disagreements or conflicts, members will work collaboratively to
find mutually acceptable resolutions, prioritizing the overall goals of the committee.

● Professionalism: Committee members will conduct themselves professionally at all times, refraining from
engaging in behavior that may undermine the integrity or reputation of the committee or the process

https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresources.finalsite.net%2Fimages%2Fv1688575316%2Fssppsorg%2Fqdxkkgswxdcss1cveuiv%2F8011_-_Naming_of_Facilities.pdf


Guiding Principles
Per District Policy 801.1, the following guiding principles will be applied when considering the naming of any
school property after a person; the individual must embody one or more of the following categories:

● Good Character
○ Be a positive role model for students and staff
○ Exhibit behavior worthy of student emulation and imitation
○ Demonstrates character, which exemplifies and is consistent with the Mission of the District.

● Contribution
○ Have made significant contributions, above and beyond, which supports the education of

students through the District’s mission, and impacts numerous youth, the school district, the
greater South St. Paul community, the state of Minnesota, and/or nation.

● Achievements
○ Have made significant achievements, above and beyond, which support the education of

students through the District’s Mission, and impacts numerous youth, the school district, the
greater South St. Paul community, the state of Minnesota, and/or nation.

Other Considerations
● District Mission - Ignite a passion in every learner to inquire, continuously improve, and engage in

positively changing our world
● District Core Values - Compassion, Equity, Excellence, Integrity, Resilience, Respect
● Impact on current students, staff, SSP community
● Financial implications for signage and branding

https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresources.finalsite.net%2Fimages%2Fv1688575316%2Fssppsorg%2Fqdxkkgswxdcss1cveuiv%2F8011_-_Naming_of_Facilities.pdf


Small Group Conversation Notes - Guiding Principles

GOOD CHARACTER

Be a positive role model for students and staff

Strengths
what are examples
that would strengthen
the support for this
request

Group 1
● Humble

○ Did not ask for recognition for achievements or contributions
○ Didn’t want to be called out for being the best

● Generous- donated time and money to SSP
● Was a leader on and off the field throughout his life (student council president)
● Was a mentor in many different aspects: AA, business, athletics
● He’s a good success story for overcoming obstacles
● Spoke to groups of students about alcohol, AA, and that the Green Bay

Packers incident was not a great time in his life.

Group 2
● Humble
● Vulnerable
● Honest
● Reflective
● Generous
● Embodies our profile: Lifelong Learner, Passionate
● Packer Pride
● Leader
● Didn’t shy away from his challenges (i.e. alcohol) and took ownership for his

mistakes

Challenges
what are examples
that would challenge
the support for this
request

Group 1
● Sexual harassment accusations
● Alcoholism and drug use
● Incident with the Green Bay Packers

○ Can’t find evidence that he made amends or acknowledged apology
○ It was a long time ago - 1976
○ Woman lost her job

Group 2
● Alcohol challenges
● Incident with female
● Marijuana



Small Group Conversation Notes - Guiding Principles

GOOD CHARACTER

Exhibit behavior worthy of student emulation and imitation

Strengths
what are examples
that would strengthen
the support for this
request

Group 1
● Spoke to students about struggles and recovery and acted as a mentor to

anyone who needed help
● Can we use this as an opportunity for students to open up about their addiction

struggles? How can we use it to our advantage?
● Loyalty and pride in SSP
● Humility
● Giving back

○ Contributions to programs (sports only)
● Longtime commitment to sobriety

Challenges
what are examples
that would challenge
the support for this
request

Group 1
● How do we explain to the public and female athletes why we chose to name a

field after someone accused of the things he was?
● Incident with Green Bay Packers

GOOD CHARACTER

Demonstrate character, which exemplifies and is consistent with the Mission of the District

Strengths
what are examples
that would strengthen
the support for this
request

Group 1
● Lifelong learner
● Looking out for others
● Compassion
● Support for sports

○ SSP Open
○ Football
○ AA - active around MN and was a mentor

Challenges
what are examples
that would challenge
the support for this
request

Group 1
● Integrity

○ Where does this fall?
○ Amends?

● How do we rectify?
○ Generosity was anonymous
○ Would he want to be in the spotlight now?



Small Group Conversation Notes - Guiding Principles

CONTRIBUTION

Have made significant contributions, above and beyond, which supports the education of students through
the District’s mission, impacts numerous youth, the school district, the greater South St. Paul community, the
state of Minnesota, and/or our nation.

Strengths
what are
examples that
would strengthen
the support for
this request

Group 1
● Football

○ Donated money and time to the football program
○ Impact greater SSP

■ Those who remember him
■ State level

● Hockey
● Professionally

○ Mentor, business, sports
○ Civic organizations

Group 2
● Privately supported generations through time, financially, and through his

mentoring and mindset.
● The Board accepted a $100,000 donation from Jim Carter to SSP Football in

August of 2014.
● Food for team
● Time for team, players, alumni
● Used sports to help educate football

Challenges
what are
examples that
would challenge
the support for
this request

Group 1
●

Group 2
● Limited funding to football
● Speaking only to sports

https://www.sspps.org/about/about-sspps


Small Group Conversation Notes - Guiding Principles

ACHIEVEMENTS

Have made significant achievements, above and beyond, which supports the education of students through
the District’s mission, impacts numerous youth, the school district, the greater South St. Paul community, the
state of Minnesota, and/or our nation.

Strengths
what are examples
that would strengthen
the support for this
request

Group 1
● Successful businessman

○ Allowed him to make financial contributions
● College football
● Voted “senior citizen” of his graduation class
● Leader of student body

Group 2
● Success story

Challenges
what are examples
that would challenge
the support for this
request

Group 1
● Finalist for U of M Regent position

○ Clouded by Green Bay Packers incident

● Green Bay Packer

Group 2
●

https://www.sspps.org/about/about-sspps


Summary - Large Group Conversation
Request to changing the name of Ettinger Field to Ettinger Field at Jim Carter Stadium
On Tuesday, April 16, 2024, the Facility Naming Committee spent two hours discussing the proposal to change
the name of Ettinger Field to Ettinger Field at Jim Carter Stadium. The discussions were aligned with the
District’s Guiding Principles of Good Character, Contribution, and Achievements as outlined in District Policy
801.1. The committee also reflected on the values, standards and mission of South St. Paul Public Schools.

The committee spent significant time recognizing Jim Carter's notable character, contributions and significant
achievements during his lifetime. Carter's achievements, both on and off the field, have left a lasting impact on
numerous individuals around our community and throughout our state as noted in the many letters of support
that are included in this report.

Despite his significant achievements on the field and his willingness to talk openly and educate others about
his past struggles with alcohol and drug addiction and his journey to sobriety, the committee carefully
considered the implications of honoring an individual who also engaged in sexual harassment against a staff
member during his time with the Green Bay Packers.

Several committee members shared their belief that the decision to name a facility must reflect the values and
principles that define our educational institution. They argued that the controversies surrounding Carter’s
behavior undermine the principles of good character and integrity that our district upholds. They believe we
have a commitment to providing and maintaining a safe and supportive environment for all students, staff and
community members. Committee members shared that naming a facility after an individual whose actions have
caused harm and discord within our community would not align with our values or serve the best interests of
our students.

Some committee members then argued that SSPPS is a lifelong learning organization and that Mr. Carter
embodied that through his journey to sobriety. Actively involved in Alcohol Anonymous (A.A.) and a supporter
of SSP Packer football both financially and through life’s lessons speeches to some football and hockey teams,
Carter continued to give back, humbly and often anonymously. Committee members interjected and wondered
if an Educational Foundation Scholarship in his name would be more appropriate for honoring his legacy and
commitment to lifelong learning.

A requester participating on the committee acknowledged that there would be funding to support improvements
to the stadium if the Board approves the naming request. Another requester acknowledged that there would be
implications to the District for good or for bad either way.

The committee continued to engage in conversation recognizing the complexities inherent in honoring an
individual with multifaceted legacies. While Jim Carter's contributions and achievements are undeniable, many
committee member’s grappled with the challenge posed by the allegations of sexual harassment. Despite Jim
Carter's acknowledgment of his struggles with drugs and alcohol, his failure to take full responsibility for the
sexual assault incident raised significant concerns among committee members. Committee members candidly
expressed their significant struggles to look our female students in the eye and tell them our district will not
tolerate that type of behavior in and around our schools, but then contradict that statement by honoring an
individual who engaged in that behavior.

The committee also discussed that there is a whole community of people in SSP that have no idea who Jim
Carter is. People that have lived here their whole life. If the district chooses to name the field after him, they will
google his name. Our students will google his name. The story about his sexual assault is certainly a story to
surface on a google search. While recognizing Jim Carter's athletic achievements, financial contributions, and
life lesson engagements to some of our teams are important factors and deserve recognition, they emphasized
the paramount importance of upholding standards of integrity and accountability and emulation while carrying
out the values, standards and mission of South St. Paul Public Schools. These aspects should also be
considered when choosing the prestige honor of naming a district facility that will be used by each and every
student crossing the stage at graduation, female athletes who play on the field, as well as staff and community
members attending sporting and other events held on the field.

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1688575316/ssppsorg/qdxkkgswxdcss1cveuiv/8011_-_Naming_of_Facilities.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1688575316/ssppsorg/qdxkkgswxdcss1cveuiv/8011_-_Naming_of_Facilities.pdf


Supporting Documentation

SUMMARY

Supporting Documentation Committee Invite

Committee Thank you

Facilitation Slides

Jim Carter Obituary

January 12, 2017 Pioneer Press Article

April 16, 2020 Article by David Shama
● Openly talked about alcohol
● Afterwards Carter talked about moving onto drugs and sex

Information Shared by Requesters Gaylen Bicking and Paul Miller
● Letters

● Letters - from women

● Correspondence with Son

● Supporting Information

● WCCO Story (starts at approximately the 5:14 mark)

● YouTube Video

● April 16, 2024 Pioneer Press Article

Currently Named Facilities ● Craig Felton Press Box
● David R. Metzen Scholarship Hall
● Ettinger Field
● Fredeen Field
● James G. Lindell Fitness Room
● Kaposia Education Center
● Kern’s Courts
● Lincoln Center
● PAC - Burt Sandbertg and Bob Paradise
● PAC - Construction
● Roosevelt Field
● Tennis Complex - Leslie Kroschel

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14Fe-JinEs_0O5Q8LD-QgcGIBaAndxZs6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-9QzGQWSuqgoyxaEqAYQsUhO6ogMy4Gn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-9Tv8KAo0q_HnAsaiOuRMuy5Dhu1L01r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JVbokSocw7ayHXXmGr8-ZjEblDzvsAM4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Liwz1m8s1k6UUeIvZ3KCWnkc_IQSL_Gn/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LFBXBnXH95mFrfJjJPDix7NNIKBL6myxlx-ojPss9_U/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-YIADpnyUNki17lneHtdNBGTXpoWpjW2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-SyIBJibX1O2d-o_AVZuFvarCvg-I6Nn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-KdNXrPB5umY0wNVAGRMc_u7XcEVG3l1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-VnHeP-6U08RwbSeXrGUBbnr2JK9_xWr/view?usp=sharing
https://www.haystack.tv/v/high-school-sports-rally-march-9-2024
https://youtu.be/DkzlbcerdK0?si=o6oNdywwqGahrmIl
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-2kVFFV2jXDXmWV5NQURvh5-Ye-7ODO2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o0MezNTq4YYapiLOV033bzitSaRPf97E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1svN3B4QjDym3f0ntHU39qSN0ni0A1YhL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DeSaB59ffcXtwYcqeSs2E4J41qDCWZBL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vUVErXeK5xeDrRzHTlXV2DH0slHknxZp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BSZKaxazFJtpvIHlTbBPig439Jed_IQo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QOkMl15WFmGU-qu76NGFbpaAdiRc6P7X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CXoAcS4P9v6kk1cPm0s9t2UCYILGB2vd/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0iZsoeirY1YCq_BqBtqGWBzYmK4oj1H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14cyF7Xtl32mFqOw3I8OtiiKYzLsW-Ant/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pfuUHT0_8Te-NeRYhjQG7r5P0CWAAXLj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ngWvT-VAoq926Dx5RWX_PNW_ljOFuUj-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11i1-wUhCrzttAnWrCmHv3dweYP63I1I9/view?usp=sharing


Confidential Fist to 5 Vote via paper ballot at the end of the meeting
Fist 0 received 2 votes
Fist 1 received 1 vote
Fist 2 received 1 vote
Fist 3 received 1 vote
Fist 4 received 0 votes
Fist 5 received 3 votes
*It is noted that two requester votes were honored in this vote and the Board member, facilitator and note
taker were not included in the voting



 
 

 

Jim Carter Stadium 
Request #2 - Submission 



FncrLrTY NAMtNc REQUEST FoRM
South St. Paul Public Schools is committed to a thoughtful and inclusive process when

considering the naming or renaming of district facílities. This form is intended to gather

information about proposed names and the reasons for the request. All submissions will be

reviewed in accordance wíth District Policy 801.1,

Request: Please prov¡de details about the request being brought to the School Board

See attached Statement

South St. PauI
Public Schools

See Attached List See Attached List
Name of Requester; Requester Phone:

See Attached List 8/25t25
Requester Date of Request:

BACKGROUND

Adherence to Criteria: All naming decisions will follow the criteria outlined in District Policy #801.1 * Naming of District

Facilities. According to this policy, if it is determined that a building, site, or athletic/activíty facility should be named or renamed, the
Superintendent will establísh a committee to oversee the process. To assist the School Board and Superintendent in determining
whether a name change and conespondíng committee are warranted, individuals proposing a naming request must complete this form
as thoroughly as possible and submit it to the Manager of Administrative Services and Communications. Each section below should be

completed to the best of the requeste/s ability.

Reason for Request: Please provide details about why you feel there is a need for this naming request. If your request is to name a

site or facility after an individual, please complete the sectíons below.

The purpose of this request is to recognize Jim Carter for his significant achievements and contributions

to South St. Paut High Schoot and Community white not diminishing the contributions of Sam Ettinger to
our community. AdditionaLl.y, the requesters have a goat of making Long overdue upgrades to the

stadium beginning with the west entrance. We envision enhancing the attractiveness and functionatity

of the entry way into our historic stadium. Thereby, presenting a new positive image for the pubtic who

enter and those who drive bythe stadium on a daity basis. We are hoping to update this iconic stadium
into one that current students, alumni, and community residents can be proud of for years to come.

Guiding Principles: Per District Policy 801.1, the following guiding principles will be applied when considering the nam¡ng of any

school property after a person; the individual must embody one or more of the following categories.

Good Characterj Be a positive role model for students and staff
. Exhibit behavior worthy of student emulation and imitation
. Demonstrates character, which exêmplifies and is consistent with the Mission of the District.

Contribution
. Have made significant contributions, above and beyond, which supports the education of students through the District's

mission, and impacts numerous youth, the school district, the greater South St. Paul community, lhe state of Minnesota,

and/or nation.

Achievements
. Have made significant achievements, above and beyond, which support the education of students through the Districfs

Mission, and impacts numerous youth, the school district, the greater South St. Paul community, the state of Minnesota,

and/or nation.



Purpose of this Reguest

We are requestingthe South St. Paut High Schoot Stadium name to be changed to.,Ettinger
Fietd at Jim Carter Stadium,..

The duaI naming of a facitity has become retativety commonptace with schoots around the
country. Three examptes:

Duke University -- Brsak$ F¡etd atWattãc ium

Tutane U niversity - Benson FíeLd at yulman Stadiu

Becker (MN) H¡gh schoot- Dwight Lundeen stadium at Eppard Fietd



Have made significant

achievernents, above and beyond,

which support the education of
students through the Districts
Mission, and impact numerous
youth, the schooldistrict, the
greater South St. Paul community,

the state of Minnesota, and/or our

nation.

The Supporting Documentation provide information that speaks

to both the Strengths of Jim Carter and as every individuat

the Chattenges that he deatt with duríng his Lífetime.

(A summary list precedes the Supporting Documentation.)

thisforfor lhis

Strengths

what are examples that would strengthen the

Ghallenges

what are examples that could chalfenge the

Supporting Documentation

Potential Costs of a Name Change: Beæuse name changes often incur costs to the District, please provide background information

regarding the potential cosls of such changes (adding new signage, removal of existing signage, print materials, etc.).

Potential Sources of Revenue to Offset Cost

(lnclude whether funding is expected to eome from

donations, grants, or ather identified sources)

Signage and physical. Recognition

s¡gnage would be dever.oped in an appropriate manner that fits into stadium

upgrades. The supporters ofthis project are hopefuI to devetop and provide

a facitity in which ssp students and theír supporters woutd have great pride.

That pride wour.d make Jim carter happy! No individuat cared more or gave

more than Jim Carterto our community. We are NOT seeking any taxpayer

funds to cover the costs that maybe incurred with the project.

Requested Signage or Phys¡ca¡ Recognition
(íf approved)

Please describe what physical signage,
plaques, or other markers yau envision as pad

of the naming or renaming, lnclude prefened

locatian, materials (íf known| and any

associafed desþn co n sid eratío n s.

Once completed please return this form to Lisa Brandecker, Manager of Adminstrative Services and Communications at:

lbrandecker@sspps.org or mail to SSPPS District Office, C/O Lisa Brandecker, 104 5th Ave S, South St. Paul, MN 55075

For the past several years our diskict has faced declining enrollment and increases in operating costs that outpace increases Ín

funding. Knowing that it is our top priority to keep our funding closest to our classroomsistudents, please list any potential costs to the

district if the name change request is granted as well as any recommendations for the source(s) of funding to ofiset the cost of such

a

Potential Costs of Name Change fi p¿il i P-5

(nclude estimated cosfs relafed to síqnage,_- ----=-
pl aq u e s, rebra n di n glfi nWdíjffifffii a ls, etc.)



GOOD CHARACTER

Strengths
what are examples that would strengthen the

support for this request

Challenges

what are examples that could chaflenge the

support for this request

Be a positive role model for

students and staff

I

The Supporting Documentation provides information that speaks

Votumes about the Good Character of J im Carter.
I

Exhibit behavior worthy of student

emulation and imitation?

Demonstrate character, which

exempl¡fies and is consisteni with

the Mission of the District

Supporting Documentation (A summary list precedes the Supporting Documentation.)

Strengths
what are examples thai would strengthen the

support for this request

Challenges
what are examples that could challenge the

support for this request

Have made signifìcant

contributions, above and beyond,

which supports the education of

students through the District's

missíon, impacts numerous youth,

the school district, ihe greater

South St. Paul community, the

state of Minnesota, and/or our

natÍon.

The Supportíng Documentation provides information that speaks

to the Contributions of Jim Carter to South St. Paul. High Schoot

and the community as a whote.

(A summary [ist precedes the Supporting Documentatjon.)Supporting Documentation



 
 

 

Jim Carter Stadium 
Supporting Documentation 



Summary of Documents Related to Stadium Naming Request

1 South St. PautOpen Honoree 2003
2 Student Councit Picture (President of Student Counci r)

3 Jim Carter SSP HOF Pl.aque tisting accompl.ishments
4 Chad Sexauer Letter of Support
tr ci Sitianoff Letter of Su on behaLf of her father, Steve Sitianoff SSP Head Footbatt Coach
6 Gregg Vetdman Letters of Support on behatf of his father, Pete Vetdman (SSP Athtetic Director)
7 Den Tetu Letter of Su ort
8 Former Minnesota Governor Arne Cartson Letter of Su pport
o Mathew Rauh Letter of Su (MN Footbatt HOF and U of MN teammate

10 Wayne Price Letter of Support (SSP Athtetic HOF)
11 Jim Carter is a Miracte. Letter of Support from Richard A. Andotshek
12 Bob Stein Letter of Support to Pau[ Cumi
IJ Keith Kocourek Letter of Support
14 Laura McGucken Letterof Support
15 Michael. Hsu (YN Board of Regents) Letter of Support
16 Bob Brothen Letter of Su rt (U of M teammate
17 Bob M n Letter of of M teammate
18 U of MN Head Coach Jerry Kitt statement concernin gJim Cafter
19 Mary Maroney Letter of Support
20 2015 SSP Packer Season - 50th Anniversary
21 Link to Mike Max feature on Jim Carter on WCCO TV
22 Pioneer Press Note in Ch Walters Cotumn
23 \41-v.'/:w. tvy in Ë-¡ Lle,s-Ç-om " G ro u p h o p i n g t o get name attached to South St. Paut Stadium"
24 South St. Paut Reporter October 20, 1965
25 Jim BrunzetL, Jr. Letter of Support
26 Marcie Wicktund Letter of Support
27 Jim Carter FinaI Letter to
28 Schuttz Famity and Stride for Packer Pride 5K Event Letter of Su pport
29 John Mclean Letter of Su ort
30 Dennis Tetu SSP Teacher and Letter of Support
31 Letter of Support from South St. Paut Footbatt Boosters
32 Photo of East End Entrance to Stadium
33 Photo of Ettinger Fietd s

34 Cottonwood, MN example
35 SOUTH ST. PAUL OPEN FOUNDATION endorses the Name Changing Request before Board of

Education

As of 9/18



Gayten Bicking 320-291-9802 instyharvest2@gmait.com

Paul. Mitter 651-707-3068 firii{.pj5er@grììriii.çorn

GreggVetdman 612-616-6337

Tom Pugh 651-253-7488

Peter and Meghan Schuttz 651-206-1241

ManuetSpreigt 612-232-5450 mspr:eigttÞsspp$.ofg

Wayne and Debbie Price 612-7 49-1397 w$prir;eJ T@gniaii.q_om

Dave and Mary Maroney 507-581 -6550 rjav-e.r.naro_ney8@srrraif.con:¡

Matt Rauh 303-579-1503 mkrcuh@m$n..Ëom

Tim and Ann Guh[ 763-767-9793 rilmguf-il6)gmalf.ceryn

PautMoen 651-246-3514 rnoensiel(ðclutla!)k,ço_nì

Scott Sundty 651-324-4560 $sat.[s-undleyG)y_ahao-'_ü_orlì

Tim Kenneaty 651-B1S-1426 _tjl<e:lnealy@live.conr

Lucas Laska 651-460-0s2s Las,ka-û_lû.@e.i.unrni.umn.Êdr.r

Terry Abram 612-360-8912

Mark and Lisa Duffy 612-986-2246 f.-,1Ðutfy@tr;yu.lìem

Mayor Jim Francis and Famity 651-249-3774

Pau[ Kenady 612-281-4196

Bob Mil.bert 612-670-4616

Harry Rund 651-260-8998 hfrunej.@Llus.Çom

Iim Quirk 651-485-5621

Bob Stein 61 2-961-7356 ra$tein.çË.€i),aol,e o.m

MichaelHsu 612-701-6576 rndhhsu@gmait.com

Arne Cartson 612-414-3126

Dennis Tetu 651-451-7285

Doug Lick 651-492-1149



Mike Danietson

Greg Betde

Larry Lick

Fred and Fran Kennedy

Lincotn Ducanson

Perry Coonce

Mike Running

Steve Doody

Greg Peterson

Andy Gross

Patrick Getterman

Dan Pietruszewski

Jack Pietruszewski

Jeff and Lisa Boetter

Mick McCteLtan

Joe Pauta

Charl.ie Johnson

Mark Ramsey

Pat Benike

Bruce Neuman

Brad Verbout

Lee Kochendorfer

Angeta Becker

Roger Ktegan

Dan and Patrice Horst

Deb Grater

651-324-5078

612-251-3279

651 -450-6097

952-358-1 305

651-329-9535

651-451-3140

61 2-965-3549

65i -353-4201

651 -592-5054

651-248-3842

651-417-1275

651-280-8685

651 -280-8685

651-500-4827

612-750-7349

651-335-8836

612-961-1530

65i -491 -6128

651-483-5106

763-574-1962

651-464-9701

651-415-1936

612-590-1 134

651-324-0222

651-451-2261

651-269-5879



Lindsey Johnson

Jim and Katie Thrun

Jane Cornet[

Tina Monsrud

320-282-4536

651-261-3445

651-263-5300

651-497-8647



HONOBEES
Distinguished Hecipients
The South St Paul Open Foundatîon Board recogn¡zes individuals and groups that have made
a significant contribution to South St. Paul and the co-curricular programs for the public
schools. Eíther through time or financial support, these individuals and groups have committed
significant personal resources to help the young people of our communiiy over the years. They
recognized the importance of the opportunities provided the young people of South St. paul by
these programs.

The South St. Paul Open places great importance on the impact an índividual or a group can
have on a community and that community's youth. lt is with great care and respect thatïe select
an Honoree each vear

2003 Jim Carter
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LEFT TO RIÊHT: Sfeve Pete¡.sen (Treas.l,
Silíanoff {Sec.}, and Jim Carler {Pres.}.
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Dear South Saint Paul Schools Naming Committee,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the naming of South Saint paul

Stadium to Jim Carter Stadium at Ettinger Field,

As a former South Saint Paul educator, coach ald communrty resident. I can

personally attest to the character and pride of Jirn Carter. I met Jim when I started

teaching and coaching at South Saint Paul Schools in 1997 . Mr. Carter had extrerne

pride in the fact that he grew up in South Saint Paul. Jim was proud of his blge

collar roots and the South Saint Paul community as a whole. He was always

seeking out opportunities to support our school community. Mr Carter was willing

to give of his time by sharing stories on leadership and reflection to South saint

Patrl teams. Jim did this more than once for our football prog¿Lm. Mr. Carter was

probably most generous wíth his financial contributions. During my nineteen years

as head football coach at South Saint Paul, Jím Carter contributed over $225,000 to

our football and athletic programs. He demanded no recognition. This was part of
his gifting philosophy. However, I believe it's time to recognize his generosity a¡d
love for lús school by naming the stadium after him.

Thank you for your consideration.

Once a Packer, Always a Packer,

Chad Sexauer

+



April 1A,2024

To Whom lt May Concern

RE: Jim Carter Stadium

I have been asked to make a few comments about the proposalto name South St. paul's
football facility as Ettinger Field at Jim Carter Stadium. As my dad, Steve Silianoff, coached
Jim during his high schoolyears, I know he would totally support this effort. Jim and my dad
had a pretty special relationship, built on mutual respect and trust, and I know that Jim's hard
work and intelligence had a lot to do with that. He was a smad and athletic competitor with
excellent leadership skills, and the efforts of him and his teammates made the SSp football
team successful, sometimes feared, and definitely remembered foryears to come. Over 50
years later, I still run across people that remember playing against Jim and the Single Wing and
remark on his toughness. And although Jim went on to success at the University of Minnesota
and the Green Bay Packers, he never seemed to forget about his time in SSP and fully
suppoded the town and athletic programs through his generosity and words and participation.

Jim and I were classmates in high school and I also can speak to his leadership, work ethic
and respect he had from fellow classmates and teammates. He is probably one of the most
successfuf ( if not the most successful) football player to come from South St. Paul and make a
national name for himself. lt would be most appropriate to name the stadium after him. I wish
my dad was here to talk about what it was like coaching Jim, and how he grew as a man and
continued to inspire others and support SSP for his entire life. Naming of the stadium after Jim
would be a wonderful and well deserved honor.

Cindy Silianoff

{
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From : Veldman, Gregg gregg.veldman @ evonik.com ê
Subject: Jim Carter

Date: April 1,2024 at 4:91 pt\A

To: millpjSer@gmail.com

-irr i! .:.

Dear Fetlow South 5t, Pau[ Fríends,

My name is Gregg Vetdman. lam one of.Pete Vetdman's four sons. As lwrite this letter, I am
speaking on behatf of my three brothers, Steve, Mark, and Bruce. For those of you did not have the
pteasure of meeting our father in person, dad was the Athtetic Director in Sout-h St. paut from'about
19ó5 to 1993. He was a Hotlandate farm kid, an Al.bert Lea, Minnesota Heavyweight State Champion
ín wrestling, and a member of two Big Ten Championship teams at the University of Minnesota. Dad
went on to become very active in Gopher athtetics, eventuatly becoming the "M,' Cub president. Dad
became a protific Person on the national wrestting scene. He refereed muttipte Big Ten
ChampÍonshíp matches, and National Championship matches. He reatty Loveà Sout"h St. paut. We
have the big shoes of being his voice today.

lf dad coutd talk today, here is what we think he woutd say.

He[[o everybody. My name ís Pete Vetdman. I am the former Athtetic Director at South St. paut High
Schoot.

I love south 5t. Pau[ peopte, but I reatLy love the kids of south st pau [, and I reatty, reatty loved Jim
Carter.

I love Jim because Jim was a great kid, and the best high schoot athtete that I have ær seen.
Serious, the best ever! On top of that, he was a humbLe kid who never acted like he was anything
speciat' Jim was a once in a lifetime individuat who came alonq to South St. paul and totatiy
dominated the fietd of ptay that he was on. I toved watching hiñr ptay. He was a man amongst
boys. But the crazy thing is...he never acted tike he was a bþ thing. He maintained his humîtity
throughout his career. I remember taking my sons, Gregg anã Stevã, to the locker room after a
Gopher game that Jim had ptayed in. I was so impressed with how special he made them feet:, He
went out of his way to be humbte and kind to them. By the way, Jim was a ptayer on the last
Gopher team that won a Big 10 Championship in 19ó7.

Jím went on to become a 9-year player at middte linebacker for the Green Bay packers.

When Jim retired, he got into the automotive industry. He purchased 5 deaterships and became a
very successful businessman. From what I can tett, Jim was anything but seLfish when he became
successful in the business wortd. From what I remember it was somãwhere in the earty 1990's when
Jim catted and asked me if I needed some financiat hetp with the footbatl. program. Wãti, this is
where it gets a líttle foggy. You see, Jim always wanted to stay anonymous when he gave money to
the football team- I wouid tetl my boys, but dottar amounts and rpecifics were never*shared with me
to any of them. Jim Carter did not want accolades and pats on the back for donating money to
South St. Pau[, he just wanted to give back to a program that gave him so much. Heïanted to share
his money with the kids of South St. pau[.

Jim had another part of his tife where the theme was giving back. Jim was in AA and when he
became sober he was a regular at meetíngs , and sponsoreð many fetlow addicts.

When dad passed away in 2a2o, my brother Mark caLted Jim at his home in Catifornia. We wanted
Jim to speak at dad's funerat. There was never a question, it was a situation where Jim Carter coutd
once again.'.give back to someone that had given something to him. Jim was at the funeral and
spoke etoquently about dad. lt was no surprise he was doing what he did best...he was gíving back.

God btess you, Jim Carter

L
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He[[o, my name is GreggVeldman.

I knew Jim Carter, but just a Littte bit...but I am fitting in for my father, pete Vetdman, who is
notwith us anymore. My dad and Jim were ctosefriends. So, here I am, acting as my dad,s
voice because he is not here to expl.ain why he feets that the Stadium shoutd have Jim
Carter's name on it.

My father, Pete Veldman grew up in Hottandate, MN..,was a heavyweight state wrestting
champion at Atbert Lea High schoot, went the university of Minnesota. He wrestled at the
U of M. He was on two bigTen Champion teams white he was there. He started teaching at
South St. Paut in 1959. He became Athtetic Director in either 1965 or 66. He toved his job at
South St. PauL High School! He atso toved South St. Paut. Again... I am channeLing my dad
and trying my very best to be HIS voicê.

Jim was not a choir boy for part of his tife. Jim was an atcohotic, and was accused of other
issues, but once he decided to get himsetf right, he went 100% and fixed the probtems that
he had. Jim joined the Atcoholics Anonymous program and stayed with the AA program for
the rest of his life because he knew that it was a tifetime decision to stay sober. The
success that Jim had with AA gave him the opportunity to become a mentor to counttess
others who were fighting to get sober. This is because he knew that ¡t was now his turn to
hetp others with atcoho[ addiction and the probtems it causes.

Jim dedicated most of his adutt Life to being an outstanding man. Jim did not tet h¡s
problems define him, but he did learn from them. Jim became a highty successfuI
businessman and ended up owning six auto deaterships in Wisconsin. Jim was named the
Wisconsin Deater of the Year in 1988, atongwith many other awards. The accotades and
awards he received in the business worl.d are too many to mention. He retired and sotd his
business in 2005. The [argest chapters in the life of Jim Carter were a totaI success.

lwas in the process of naming att the.deceased peopte who t betieve woutd cherish the
opportunity to have their name put down to back up dad's opinions of Jim. I wanted to List

atl of them in this paper, but as much as I woutd love to put these names down on paper, it
woutd not be properto put down a name without askingthem for their permission first.

You see, this is the problem... most of the teachers, coaches and mentors that were at
South St. PauI and had an opportunityto teach or coach Jim when he was there and
learned what a great young man and athLete Jim Cafter was, are now deceased. Many of
these peopte are true legends in South St. PauL. This is where the frustration starts with this
process. lwrotethese peopte's namesdown on paper, and lcame upwithfourteen names
on my own, without consutting anybody, or without even taking much time to think. The
peopte I Listed are att peopte that I think coutd have madé very impacffuI statements that

ú9



would help today's decis¡on-makers to easity understand why Jim is worthy of the
accolades we would tike to bestow upon him. But they are not with us anymore. I am
asking the decision makers in this process to pl.ease understand our frustrations... we are
hamstrung by time.

The other reason, one that gets tost in the mire of everything, is the fact that our town of
South St. Paut, one of the best Minnesota high schoot athLetes of atttime, waLked the hatts
of our schoot. A one in a mitl.ion athtete was here before our time...the LApSE of time is
reatty an anchorthat istied to ourwantto haveJim caner honored.

I know that some peopte might dwett on the part of Jim's past that is not stettar...but how
many of us can say that we did not do something wrong because nobody found out about
it? We all have made mistakes, and we have al.tsinned. Forgiveness is Bibticat. I am sure
Jim asked the Lord for forgiveness many times. Ptease, [et's not take a bad par-t out of a
person's life and make it into their defin¡ng moment. Let us att cetebrate the greatness of
Jim Carter.

Thank you.

l¿e
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Dear Mr Raasch,

It is my understanding that you will be considering adopting a name for the South St Paul High School
football stadium. I am honored to submìt the name of Jim Carter for your consideration.

Martin Luther King urged us to judge others based on the " content of their character". How entirely
appropriate this becomes when considering the bestowing of special honors. But, it also presents a challenge. The task
would be so simple if the criteria were limited to celebrating a large donor, a revered historical figure, or someone who
excelled on the fÌeld of play.

Character, however, implies serving as a role model and that brings integrity, kindness, hard work,courage, respect for
others, modesÇ and achievement into consideration. ln essence, you are searching for a name and a life that young
students would fike to emulate and,preferably, one with a close attachment to South St Paul High School.

Jim Carter ís the name that springs to my mind. Yes, I loved watching him ríp off yardage at Memorial Stadíum and bring
home a Big Ten title. Whether it was football, hockey, or baseball, he excelled and even achieved All American honors in two
of those endeavors. Certainly, he is one of the greatest athletes ever to come out of Minnesota.

However, it was during the last ten years that I got to know Jim and, without hesitation, I would list him as one of the finest
people I have ever known. He never bragged or promoted himself. Rather, he was about serving others and building a better
community.

We all know that he went through an ordeal with alcoholism- Some of the self righteous condemn that. But, as a kid raised
in poverty in the Bronx, I see Jím Carter as an inspiration. He took despair and rebuilt his life into a phenomenal business
and personal success. That has an impact on young people because it gives them an understanding of how to turn things
around. The message is clear: lt is through hard work, sacrifice, teamwork, and dedication that you overcome barriers. You
do not give up on yourself and, when you have arrived, you extend your hand to help others.

That is character- And that is Jim Carter

After Jim's passíng, I heard stories of his dedication to South St Paul High School. Apparently, he would ask coaches and
other personnel at the schoof what they needed. He would then donate with the stipulation that his name not be attached to
the gift.

How refreshing that is in this day of over inflated egos.

Perhaps, the central question is, " Would you want your child to
to be like Jim Carter?" Without hesitation, my response is a firm
" Yes ". I can think of no better role model.

Respectfully,

Arne H. Carlson

Governor of Minnesota, retÍred

ß



From: MATHEW KATHLEEN BAUH mkrauh@msn.com
Subiect: Endorsement for South St. paul Alumni, Jim Carter

Date: August 19, 2025 at7:05 PM
To: pcumings@sspp

,i.+11lì,i.
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Respectfully submitted to South Saint Paul Board of Education Member, paul
Cumings:

I'm writing this email in support of one of your most outstanding alumni, Jim Carter,
encouraging you to name the football stadium in his name as a commemoration to
his wonderful legacy.

Jim was well known as a nationally prominent athlete at South St. paul in three
sports, as a tremendous two sport athlete at the University of Minnesota, and as an
all-pro athlete and defensive captain of the Green Bay Packers. As a teammate of
Jim's at the University, I can tell you that he was a tremendous player, captain, and
an inspirational leader to both the Football and Hockey programs. -

Hís accomplishment as an athlete, launched from the community of South St .paul,
is legendary. However, what I'm most impressed with about Jim is the person he
became after his playing days were over. Jim had so many characteristics that
made him special. lntellect, raw personal talent, life expeiience, passion, empathy,
candor, perspective, leadership - are all traits that defined him. He is a man inat 

-

learned lessons throughout his life and lived his life welll Jim took the lessons he
learned in school and on the athletic field and transferred those lessons to an
outstandin g business career.

What I appreciated most about Jim, even more so than his many accomplishments,
was his genuine interest in other people. Jim understood that being "interested"
was much more important than attempting to be "interesting". He wäs sincerely
curious about other people and was always finding ways to titt people up and tó
make them betler. Jim spent the last 45 years õf nié fife "m'aking a díîferencet,
by sharing the tremendous wisdom and assefs he accumutatecl over his
lifetime with others.

Jim Carter never forgot where he came from, nor the people that he met on his life
journey! I know that he made many financíal contribuiions to the South St. paul
athletic program with one stiputation - he wanted complete anonymity. Jim
just wanted to suppoft the "Packer Community" - and give back to a schoôl and
program that meant so much to him.

! .ngu". a background in education as a teacher, a hall of fame football coach (Apple
Valley), a secondary school principal, and in the business sector as a softwaie' 

'

developer/owner, and as the manaqing partner for the Rocky Mountain Region of
Thrivent Financial. lv.e had the opþoñunity to observe great talent and great
people in both the public and private sectors. There is no one that I admire more
than Jim Carter! He was a speciat man, the kind of man that you woutd want to
emulate to future generations of ,'packers,',

1



I encourage you to joín me and so many others in endorsing the decision to name
the athletic field after this most outstanding "south st. paul Alumni"!

Sincerely, Matt Rauh

ût^



I appreciate the opportunity to express my opinion on the proposal to have the
South St. Paul High School Football Field named for Jim Carter. The bottom line
for me ís that he was the best football player ever to play on our field, and that
includes great players from opposing teams.

Jim embraced the heart and soul of south st. paul*work hard, play hard, love
your family and friends, and be loyal to those who love and support you. lf he
was imperfect, we can alljoin the club. He was a great ambassador and
contributor to south st. Paul and'the university of Minnesota.

So in my opinion this would be a great tribute!

My sympathy to Jim's close friends and family. I wish I had been able to shake
his hand one more time.

Wayne Price
Former Packer Football Player Class of '68

ta



To SSP Stadium Committee:

Jim Carteris a miracle. He recovered from theterminal diseaseof Alcoholism as defined bythe
American MedicalAssociation and all other Global Health organizations.

The modern disease theory oÍ alcoholism states that probtem drinkÌng is sometimes caused
by a disease of the bra'!!t, characterized by altered brain structure and function. ioday, alcohol use
disorder (AUD) is used as a more scientific and suitabte approach to alcoltol dependence and alcohal-
related problems.n

The largest associatian of physicians - the W ØMA) - declared that
alcoholism was an illness in l$$$.um In 1991, the AMA further endorsed the duat ctassification of
alcoholism by the þIa?allll.la!-ÇhÊËifigatlp!1gf D¡seasç¡ under both psychiat¡'ic and mgeipg¡! sections."*Source is Wikipedia.

Given the fact that Jim Carter not only beat the terminal dísease of Alcoholism, no different than a
Cancer survivor, for no less than 40 years after the "Actions causing Alcoholic actions, as exhibited
by the unfavorable press article," Mr. Carter helped countless of others, suffering from the disease
of alcoholism recover also. Many of these unfortunate victims of the disease noimally would have
continued downhill and die, ruin their lives and lives of others, or spend the rest of their lives
incarcerated because of their disease.

Jím Carter was an unheralded leader in the recovery community, never looking for any credit or
expecting any. His work helped save many people and theirfamilies from thiJinsidious
disease. ln these challenging times, Jim Carter should be memorialized not because of his athletic
abilities, but for the humanitarian dignity'that he showed in his commitment to go any place,
anytime and at any iength to help other suffering from the terminal dísease of ãlcoholism.

Jim Carter exhibited how a person could overcome this disease. He was a shining example of
recovery for over 40 years. The life and recovery of Jim Carter is a wonderful story, a true miracle
and an example that has been used to save more lives and families than we will ever know.

ln the world of recovery, Jim Carter was a Champion who will ever remain anonymous in his
actions. His athletic success was a tool he utilized to help show others how far ihis disease can
take you down and how recovery can bring you back from a terminal disease and restore a human
being to a normal life. Jim Carter gave hope.

No person is perfect, but Jim Carter is a peffect example of how to take something as destructive
as Alcoholism and turn it into a recovery story!

Please let your conscious be your guide as we all know Jim Carter will always be remembered by
those he has helped.

Thanks,

Dick

RICHAHD,{. ANDOLSHEK

¿lP lcfi. ïrrc I wryvw.h'vbrick.c.¡m

Chairman/CEO. 61 2.386.3860
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Richard A. Andolshek,

has over 40 yrs of executive and practical experience in start-ups, business
management, development, f inancial analysis, non-prof its, and i nvestment
banking and foundation serviie. He has held leadership roles in both
private and public companies as well as serving on numerous private and
public company boards. Dick has been elected for multiple terms as a
school board member and has also served as chairman of the school
Board. He has served as a Advisory Council member to the United States
Small Business Administration and was the personal small business
advisor to Steve Forbes in his 2000 Presidential campaÍgn. Dick spent g
years on the National lnvestment Bankers Association board of directors
and was the president of both the Minnesota Licensed Beverage
Association and the National Licensed Beverage Association which
consists of over 65,000 paid members. He was honored with the
Minnesota's Retail of the Year award and Nationat Retailer of the year
award. Dick is engaged in public service volunteer work and is active in
community service as a long-term member of the Community Advisory
Board of the Hennepin county Advisory Board for the Hennepin county
Sheriff's Otfice in Minnesota.
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Mr. Pau[ Cumings

South St. Paul. School Board

Dear Mr. Cumings,

Congratutations on your setection to the SSP Schoot Board. I am reachíng out to you with a

retated request of both historic and f uture significance. I write askingyour support for
naming the South St. Paut High Schoot footbattfacitity "Jim Carter Stadium."

Jim and I were teammates on the '1967 U of M Big Ten Championship footbal.t team and
friends throughout his Life. Whil.e we were roommates, he referred to the South St. paut

schoot, community and sports teams the way others referred to their mothers. Jim fett
toyatty and pride for them and considered att three a Large part of his success. Jim never
forgot his home.

I was foftunate to experience a tong career in sports, incLuding cottege AU.-America and
Academic A[l-America selection, induction into the Cottege Footbatt Hatt of Fame, pLaying
on the 1970 KC Chiefs Super Bow[ Championship team and serving as the first
president/CEO of the Minnesota Timberwotves and Target Center. ln that career, I rarety
met anyone who combined athteticism, inteltect and character tike Jim Carter. There are
good reasons for him to be considered a worthy namesake for the SSp packers'football
stadium.

Jim was an unusuatly accompl.ished athLete. Footbatt Atl.-America at SSp, ALt-State packers
hockey ptayer, and an outstanding basebal.t ptayer. At the U of M, the Leading scorer on our
'67 BiSTen Champion footbaLLteam, GopherfootbaLtCaptain, hockeyand basebaLitetter
winner and inductee into the Gopher Sports Hattof Fame. Then a nine year NFL career as
Green Bay Packer [inebacker, incl.uding Pro Bowt honors. This facet of his tife aLone wouLd
be strong recommendation, but his success did not end with sports.

Jim Carter became an exceptionaI business person after his athtetic career ended.
Recognitions inctuded setection as the Wisconsin Auto Deater of the year in 1gBB. tn
addition, he was a successfuI restaurant and resort reaI estate owner. These endeavors
created financial success, but they did not define Jim.

What defined Jim was the primary focus of his last three decades. During his earty
adutthood, he battLed atcohotism. He made some embarrassingty bad decisions during
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this time, and deepty regretted them tater. I know this from our personattatks. What
distinguished Jim, and made him a uniquetyworthy modeL for South St. paut students, is
how he handted his cha[[enges. His number one commitment was to his recovery, and
more so to supporting and hetping re-direct others with addictions. Jim fuLty lived his
sobriety and spent more time than anyone I ever knew hetping others with the same
disease. He was a wonderfuI exampte of deatingwith personat chaltenges and turning
them into positives for himsetf and society. A worthy modet for aLt South St. paut students.

FinaLLy, Jim Lived his commitment and gratitude to South St. PauL athtetics directty, through
personaI contact with its footbatt coaches and ptayers. He is no doubt the most generous
benefactor in the footbatt program's history, simpty asking coaches "what do you need?"
and then providing it. Staff sa[aries, equipment and budget were at"[ generousl.y supported.
But we will never know the exact detaits, since Jim made every gift with one caveat - he
insisted on no pubticity or recognition for his donations. That modesty and humitity is a
great lesson to current students. lt is atso excetlent reason to h¡ghtight his character and
personaI redemption through ptacing-"Jim Carter Stadium" on the presentl.y unnamed
facitity which Jim so loved and where he performed so wett.

Thank you for considering my thoughts.

Sincerely,

Bob Stein

612-961-7356
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I am writing to express my support for naming the footbatt facitity at South St. paut High
School as "Jim Carter Stadium." I was fortunate to have known Jim in a variety of capacities
throughout our journeytogether. iim was my business partner and most importantLy, my
f riend and mentor for over 35 years.

Despite his struggtes and aff [ictions in his earty years, Jim overcame them and dedicated
his tife to hetping others with atcohot and drug addiction. We al.L have chapters in our [ives
that we woutd rather not have written. Being a pubtic figure, Jim didn't have that option; his
entire [ife was an open book. Courageousty, instead of hidingfrom his past, he admitted to
his mistakes, learned from them, and.worked hard to become a better man and the rote
model he was to many. Jim worked with severat of my personatfriends and many Locat
athtetes, hetpingthem find sobriety and happiness.

Jim was a quiet helper who financial"ty supported many tocat programs and organizations
and never sought pubtic recognition. Throughout his adul.tyears, he hetped manyyoung
boys and girts become better citizens and ieaders. Those who knew or worked with Jim
were ieft inspired to make a difference and achieve great success.

Namingthe South St. Paut stadium in Jim's honorwoutd be a fittingtribute to this
remarkab[e man. lt woutd inspire current and f uture student-athtetes to fottow Jîm's
example of perseverance, hard work, revivat, and dedication to hetping others. I urge you to
please consider naming the south St. paut stadium as "Jim carter stadium.',

Thank you.

Keith Kocourek
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From: Laura McGucken <lmcquöken@vahoo.com>
Date: April 1 0, 2A24 at 1O:04:2BAM CDT
To : kk(Ðkocourekchevrolet.com
Subject: Jim Garter Stadium Naming project

Dear South Saint Paut Public School Board Members,

It is with great respect that I address this board and applaud its consideration of Jim Carter's
name for the South St. Pauf High School Stadium. I write to you in support of th¡s endeavor.

Jim Carter's name is recognizable and attached with much greatness in the world of
athletics. Those of us who knew him outside of his footbatt glory days witnessed that he did not
rest on these laurels. Jim remained a life-lonq learner, building upon the foundat¡on that he
received as a student at South St. Paul High õchool, known fo"r its high-quality academics and
strong athletic program.

As a life-long learner, Jim continually challenged himself lo strive for a better version of
himself' He understood imperfection, identified with it, and used it as a toolto learn from the
lessons along his life's path. Addiction loomed as Jim's darkest opponent. And as Jim fived
every day to triumph over this adversity, he lifted others with him. ln recovery for over 40 years,
he remained steadfast in his commitment in helping others through the struggles of
addiction. Jim learned the importance of teamwork at the high sðhool level, ãnd he valued Ít for
the duration of his life. After years of teaching children in thã classroom, I firmly believe that
these are some of the most ímportant qualities that we could hope for our childien to aspire to.

I truly hope that young students and athletes will have the opportunity to come together in a
stadium named for Jim Carter. I know that the embodiment of his triúmph througÉ dedication,
hard work, and teamwork will inspire them to identify with one of Jim's greatest ãttributes: the
endless pursuÍt of letterment. So, as they contlnue to be passÍonate lãarners, they may ask
themselves: Whai too can I overcome on my road to triumph?

Respectfully yours,

Laura McGucken
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Bob Brothen <boh"brothen @gmail.cotn> Thu, Apr 4,
9:164M

to me

Jim Carter

As a football teammate of Jim in 1g6z I was introduced to a guy that was
incredibly focused on what he wanted to achieve. The difficulties presented for
that were only incidental to him and that his work ethic could overcome anything.
Jim was fiercely competitive. As competitive as he was all week in practicà and
on the field on Saturday he was equally loyal to his teammates and school.
Throughout his life he constantly exhibited these attributes as evidenced by the
respect of so many of those who knew him.
Honoring Jim in naming your stadium after him is honoring aspirations, hard
work, loyalty and the achíevement they can produce.
Every year when a new young man steps into that stadium those old values
should be remembered.
Jim Carter would be a good example of that.
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Bob Morgan here

Jim Brunzell passed along a note reaching out to me for of a proposal in
support of naming of the SSP stadium after our friend and teammate, Jim
Carter. I was a sophomore the'fall of 1969 but was red-shirted that season
after breaking my leg in a motorcycle accident following the spring game in
L969. I played the'70:72 season and was the captain and eB in'72 when
Cal Stoll arrived replacing Murray Warmath. Jim Carter was one of the best
and toughest football players I have ever had the pleasure to watch in
person as he led by example as the Gopher Captain. He was drafted by the
Green Bay Packers in 1970 and replaced Ray Nitschke, the legendary mlddle
linebacker. He overcame some personal problems after his retirement from
Pro football and thankfully emerged as a successful businessman,, Gopher
supporter, and all around fine human being which I am personally grateful
to call my friend. I do believe that he would be a fine choice for this
recognition bythe South St. Paul schools as he is certainly one of their
farnous sons and athletes.

It would be a welcomed and fittingtr¡bute to our friend and teammate.

Cordially,
Bob Morgan
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Jerry Kill statement about Jim Carter

Daniel O'Brien <obriend @hfehs"org> Mon, Apr 15, 8:544M (3

days ago)
to me

"Jim was one of the first people I was Íntroduced to when I became head coach
at Minnesota. We became close friends quickly. I learned Jim is one of the most
loyal people I have ever met. He cared about people and he cared about kids. He
cared deeply for the kids in our program. Our world and our country needs more
people like Jim Carter".
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Fro m : DAVE MARY MARO N EY < m Ê. r_o_ nsyd ril @_nt.cn. Ç a m >

Sent: Sunday, August 17 ,2025 4:37 pM

To : p e u m in gc@ s'sp p_s..a.rg < p Ç.u,m.i n gs-@ s.çp,p $,.o_rg >

Subject: Ettinger Fiel.d at Jim Carter Stadium

Helto Paut, I am writ¡ngto encourage you to vote Yes to rename the current Ettinger Fietd
to Ettinger FieLd atJim Carter Stadium.

lamaproudl9TSSSPgraduate. MydadbuittourfamityhomeinSSpinlgSl anditwasin
my famiLy untiL my mother's death in 2006. My dad worked most of his career at Swifts &
Co. untiI it ctosed in the 1970's. My mom was a stay at home mom and tater a SSp
substitute school teacher. Needless to say, I know I was very fortunate to grow up in SSp
for many reasons, but mainLy that SSP was a special. community where everyone knew
everyone and goingto Friday nightfootbatl games was a culture that pretty much everyone
embraced. I spent many a night at fattfootbatt games cheering on the team atong side
famiLy and friends I stit[ hotd dear today!! Of course being a cheerteader for four years
hetped with the cheering aspect!

I do believe there would be many positive outcomes to the renaming of the fietd. This
woutd tikety mean future donations to enhance and make possibte the necessary
improvements that the outdated stadium and facitities need to compete in high schoot
athtetics today and thus ensuring there witt be many more nights of fatt footbatt games for
athtetes, families, visiting teams and spectators.

I understand there has been some sensitive issues that have been brought up about Jim
Carter which makes this a potiticat issue to some. But I bel.ieve in Forgiveness and
Redemption for those that choose to turn their Life around and do what ¡t takes to better
themsetves and live their tife giving and doingfor others. A true exampte of Mr. Jim
carter! what a great opportunity to teach the young peopte of ssp about what
Redemption truly mea ns.

I do hopeyou considervotingYes and thankyou foryourtime and service to the community
of SSP.

Sincerety,

Mary Maroney
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50 year Anniversary of Undefeated Season

Ranked #2 in state of Minnesota and suburban conference champions

Coaches: Steve Silianofl JulÍan Arnquist Dennis Tetu and Dave Glazier

Athletic Director: Pete Veldman

The 2015 FootballSeason will be the Anniversary of SPECIA¿ season of South St, paul packer Foot
when in the fa¡l of L965 the Packers captured the Suburban Conference Championship and concluded an
Undefeated Season as the #2 rated Football Team in the State of Minnesota

1965 Season Results

ssP 20 Mounds View 0

ssP 34 Stillwater 6

ssP ?2 Anoka 2T
ssP 26 Coon Rapids 22
ssP 42 Kellogc LZ
SSP 27 Ramsey

(Homecomíng)
7

s5P 38 Columbía Heiehts 6

SSP 13 North St. Paúl 7
55P 27 Cambridee 2t

Greg Petr¡e Robert Miller Tom O'Neilf Steve DeWald Bill Kneeland Rich Epeseth
Doug Johnson Harvev ûtto Jim Mohrland Jim Peterson Wavne Eeer Ron Waibel
Warren Chaffee Roger Dorma Tom Zehoski M¡ke Henry Bob Spannbauer Bill Woock
Marks Albu Bill Larson Gaylen Bicking Dick Preslev Tom Engel Mike O'Tool
Doug Johnson Mike Giguere Terry Hogan Ken Deusterman Steve Johnson Steve Peterson
Chuck Mortef Dave Hirte Perry Cooncê Kirk Wallace Dave Mullen Mike Ryan
Jim olson lee Kochendorfer Paul Kenadv Jim Carter Paul Crniewski Bob Mac€ornack
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https: //www.ha}¡stack"tvlv/high-s cho ol -so o rrs-rally- maf ch- 9 - Z 024

https:l/youtu.be/DkztbcerdK0?si=o6oNdywwqcahrm ll

Mike Max feature on lim and Stadium
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4116124,2:46 P[l Group hoping to get Jim carter's name aüached to south st. paul stad¡um - Twin cities

SPORTS > HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Group hopingto getlim Cartert
name attached to south st. Paul
stadium

ü
Former Green Bay Packers middle linebacker Jim carter, who grew up in south st.
Paul and played at the University of Minnesota, tends to some of his 45 ilamas on his
12}-acre farm not far from one of his car dealerships in Eau Claíre, Wis. in Nov. 1g97.

FLASH
SAIE!

ONLY $é FOR 1
YEAR
Don't miss thís offer!

21
https://www.twincit¡es.com/2024104/'l 6/9roup-hoping-to-get-jim-carters-name-attached-to-south-st-paul-stadium/
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4116124,2:46 PM Group hoping to get Jim carter's name attached to south st. paul stadium - Twin cities

PUBLISHED: April 16, 2024 at 1:36 p.m. I UpDATED: AprÍt 16, 2024 at2:09 p.m

After South st. Paul legend jim carter passed away in the fall, his friends
immediately started thinking of ways to potent¡ally honor the local icon.

Terry Abrams came up wíth the idea to put cafter's name up on the football field
of course, south st. Paul's playing surface ís Ettinger Field. The plan a group has

put together to present to the school board is to name the football field: Ettinger
Field atJim Carter Stadium.

Pau[ Miller and Gaylen Bicks, who both attended

high school with Carter, presented the case to a
school board committee on Tuesday evening.

Carter's athletic achievements speak for
themselves. He was a standout football and hockey

player, earning All-American status at the high
school level. As a senior running back, Carter

tallied 2,345 yards rushing - 261 per game on

nine yards per carry - and 30 touchdowns while
guidingthe Packers to an undefeated record.

A photo ofJim Carter
autographed to high school
teammate Gaylen Bicks.
(Courtesy of Gaylen Bicks)

'And he never saw a football player as good asJim carter," Gregg said. "He said
he was just absolutely a dominating presence on the field.',

Gregg Veldman's father, Pete, was the long-time

athletic director at South St. Paul. Gregg surmised

hís dad watched "as many footbaf I games as

anybody in the world."

FLASH
SAIE!

oNLY $ó FOR 1
YEAR
Don't miss this offer!

7t þ,
https://www.twin cities'coml2024lo4l16lgroup-hoping-to-get-jim-carters-name-attached{o-south-st-paul-stadium/
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4116124,2:46 PM Group hoping to get Jim carter's name attached to south st. paul stadium - Twin cities

carter ís in the uníversity of Minnesota Hall of Fame, the south st, paul sports
Half of Fame and the Mancíni's Hall of Fame, among others. There are few honors
he has not accrued.

"From south 5t. Paul, we're a little biased, but he was as good as anybody ever
from Minnesota," Miller said. "when he ran the football. he was relentless. stuff
you've never seen. ... At the time he was playing, he really represented our town
with the manner in which he played."

Yet that was only part of the reason carter was so beloved. At the taíl end of
carter's senior hockey season, he was ín the locker room with Bicks, voting on

captains for the following season, as well as the current year's team MVp.

Carter wrote down Bicks' name for the latter.

"I said, 'carts, what did I do? I was just a backup goalie. I d¡dn't play much,", Bicks
recalled

Carter responded: "You were as much a part of this team as anybody."

'"Thatt how humble he was. He was a team player. He wanted to share,', Bicks

saíd. "It was a treasure to play w¡th him."

carter struggled with alcohofism duríng his NFL career. But he managed to turn
that bfemish into a positive for others, as well. Not only was carter heavily
involved in Alcoholícs Anonymous over the second half of his life - Bicks said

carter dídnt have a drink after 1983 * but he was active in supporting others
going through slmilar issues through sponsorship or any other method of aid,

"People talked about how he helped them with their addiction," Miller said. ,,If

somebody wanted help, he would go to no ends to help anybody that really
wanted help."

That helping hand extended to most areas of life, but was especially prevalent in
South St. Paul athletics. Pete Veldman would tell those around him that Carter's
number was "on speed díal" if there was ever anything the department needed.
He is listed as a platinum donor at Doug Woog Ice Arena.

Additional aíd from Carter ranged from funding an additional assistant coach to

FLASH
5ALE!

oNLY $0 ron r
YEAR
Don't miss this offer!

}Lþ
https:i/www.twincities.com/2024l04/16/group-hoping-toget-jim-carters-nâme-attached-to-south-sþpaul-stadium/
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4116124,2:4.6 P{t Group hoping to get Jim carter's name attached io south st. paul stadium - Twin cities

'And Jim just gave (my dad) the money. And this was unbeknownst to really
anybody until after he died, because he didn't want anybody to know," Gregg

Veldman said. "He was that kind of guy. He was just a really great person in that
way in that he was very unselfish and didn't want to be out in the limelíght.',

Most th¡ngs Carter did were anonymous. It's quite apparent the only way to grant
him with such an honor as this would be posthumously.

In 2003, carter was named the annual honoree ofthe South st. paul open
Foundation Board, which honors "the impact an individual or a group can have

on a community and that communityt youth.,,

In his latter years, carter was a frequent invitee to come speak to current high
schoolers, and also made his visits about the kids.

Bicks has received numerous letters voicing support for'Jim carter stadium,,,
ranging from carter's Gophers teammate Bob stein to former governor Arne
carlson, and well beyond. should the naming rights eventually be approved by
the school board, Bicks said the hope is to also make improvements to the field
in carter's honor, noting there are contributors anxiously waiting to step up.

Gregg Veldman said putting carter's name on the stadium ís "perfect." Because,
for so long, carter's name has been synonymous with south st. paul athletics.
first as an athlete, and then as a benefactor.

"some of that (memory) is starting to fade a little bit, because we're all getting
old," Miller said. "But we think it's a good way of maybe honoring people. It,s

almost like you're honoring a generation, in that sense.,,

FLASH
SALE!

oNLY $¿ rOn r
YEAR
Don't miss this offer!

?.bc
https://www.twin cifies.comt2o24t04l1 6lgroup-hoping-to-get-j¡m-carters-name-attached-to-south-st-paul-stadium/
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313't124, 10:54AM Gmail - Fwd: Jim Carter Stadium @ South St- Paul High School

ru Grnaïl Gaylen Bicking <instyrharvest2@gmail.com>

Fwd: Jim Garter Stadium @ South St. Paul High School
1 message

Jim Brunzell Jr. <jimbrunzelljr@gmail.com>
To: Gaylen B icking <instyharvest2@gmail.com>

Sun, Mar 31,2024 at 10:50 AM

Fon¡¿arded message
From: Jim Brunzell Jr. <jimbrunzelljr@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Mar 31, 2024 af 10:484M
Subject: Jim Carter Stadium @ South St. Paul High School
To: <jraasch@sspps.org>

Dear John:
This is Jim Brunzell, Iong time friend and team-mate of South St. Paul's Jimmy Carter. l, too, was in the Suburban Conference
at White Bear Lake, and remember what a great rivalry we enjoyed with the Packers'of South St. Paul. Jim Carter was a legend
and was one of the greatest athletes to be produced in Minnesota history! His Football, Hockey, and Baseball play were
remarkable and stand today!
I met Jimmy when I was a walk-on freshman on the University of Minnesota Football team- My sophomore year, I pledged Beta
Theta Pi fraternity, and became great friends with Jímmy, that lasted 56 years.
Jim was a rugged, hard-nosed punishing fullback that ran over many opponents in the Big Ten for 3 years! He was Captain ín
't969, and his leadership was outstanding and unquestionedl
Duríng Jimmy's later coilege life and nis itint with the Green Bay Packers, were checkered with subsiance abuse and \
addictions'. Jimmy made some mistakes as we alf did, and admitted them and worked on changing his life, and did just thatll
Jimmy was sober for His last 43 years of life and dedicated his life to work with AA and influenced many on their way to )
sobríety!
Over the last few years, Jimmy sponsored lunches for former team-mates at the St. Paul Hotel. He was humbfe, personable and
showed honest interest in all of us.
Jímmy was indeed a renaissance man, a man, whose friendship I treasured, and do miss daily. l'd like to close with a saying
Jimmy used when leaving our gathering! "See ya down the road, Brunzy"!
May Jimmy Carter rest in peace, until we "huddle" again!
John, I hope you will name the Packer football field, Jim Carter Stadium!
Thank you so much for your time!
Happy Easter
Sincerefy Yours
Jumpin'Jimmy Brunzell

2l
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41of24,12:57 PM Gmail - FW: Jím Carter Note

,þ"dd Gmaii

FW: Jim Carter Note
1 message

MarcieWickfund-
To: "instyharvest2@gmail.com" <instyharvest2@gmail.com>

Hello,

I will be passíng along notes regarding Jim for Keith Kocourek and myself.

Thank you,

Gaylen BÍcking <inst¡rharvest2@gmail-com>

Wed, Apr 10,2024 at 12:16 PM

ffi

c]úw¡nn, qn) MÅfrhÅÅM W4w^e
Vice President of Corporatd Development
Kocourek Autoniotive
Direct: (715) 3$-q829 . WWW.K0C0UREKCAREERS.CoM

VOTED THE #I PLACETO WORK IM MAfrATHON COUNTY!

From: Marcie Wickiund
Sent Thursday, March 28,2A242.,37 PM
To: Jraasch@sspps.org' <jraasch@sspps.org>; 'aclaflin@sspps.org' <aclaflin@sspps.org>; 'nlaliberte@sspps.org'¡
<nlaliberte@sspps.org>; 'khumann@sspps.org' <khumann@sspps.org>; 'tfefton@sspps.org' <tfelton@sspps.org>;
'wfelton@sspps.org' <rrfelton@sspps.org>; 'mr,'reber@sspps.org' <mweber@sspps.org>
Subject Jim Carter Note

Good Afternoon, South St. Paul School Board Members-

I am reaching out to you in support of namíng the South St. Paul High School football facility "Jim Carter Stadium." I have had
the privilege of knowing Jim for 12 years; being introduced to him as a young professional starting in the automotive industry.
Professionally, I worked closely with Jim as he was a consultant for Kocourek Automotive after he retired from the auiomotive
business. From our firsi introduction and through the years, Jim always treated me with the utmost respect and valued my
efforts. I attest a lot of my success in the automotive business to the guidance he provided my mentors and myself. f wouldn't
be where I am today, the Vice President of Corporate Development for Kocourek Automotive, had I not had the honor of knowíng
Jim.



4110124, 12:57 PM Gmail - FW: Jim Ca¡ter Note

he did. l-b didn't give up on people. Jim was a loyal person who would "show up" literally and figuratively. You knew you could
conquer whãt was ahead of you w¡th this "larger-thanJife" role modef in your corner.

Today's youth need positive role models like Jim now more than ever. Naming the facility after him is not only fitting but also an
excellent way to honor hÍs contríbutions. Jim's legacy is one of selflessness and kindness, and his influence will continue to touch
future generations. I urge you to support this proposal and give Jim the recognition he deserves.

Thank you for your time.

Marcie Wicklund-Byers

Kocourek Automotive

ffi

cÅlqnn¡n qt) wlÅiÃÅM W,Nlw
Vice President of Carporate Development
Kocourek Automotive
Direct: (715) 393-4829' WWW.KOC0UHEKCABEEBS.C0M

VO'TEÐ THE #1 PLACETO WONK W MAqATHON COUNTY!

).ç ,\
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F¡w; rlÈa Gssær in ßiDar¡e.carÞr6s@gEd-ccil'l
â¡ryecü d¡rífntüer€d._

[ÞÞ: F{orcmber &, *B ñ. IäFM
Tq Td FleÍer Tdan-r€H$s7@gmdlcom
Þ Taryn REJter Þryrlre¡ter@gmaitcom

Tal-

November 23, 2Q23

I'm cloeing Things dorron very sûn, so riy time is short I wanted io
send you a letter thinking it might be an easier way io express some
things rather than in a phone call.

I like who you ãre- To me, you¡ sæm very smart, and you seem to have
good instincts. I think you are a good athlete and I hope you stay
involved in sports your whole life.

You've got tl'ris mcpey teenager thing going on right now, but we all
went through some of that - I'm hopeful you'll grow out of that BS
quickly. when I was a teenager, l, Iike you, wes pretty sure I knew what
was best for me, but I didn't. That's why you have your dad-- I hope
you will use him to guide you along the \nray"

["m also hopeful you might read some (or all] of the letters that were
sent to me this week, as people got the chance to tell me what they
believed about me, what they respected about my life, and even in a
few cases, scold me abou_t my rage and anger issues.

The following are the imporåant things that have been the key elernents
in my life. l'm not bragging about them - I just want you to know what
worked for me and what was essential for my having a somewhat
'successful'life. - ;.-

I always wtrked my âgq off- sports, school, business, rruhatever,
nobody outworked me- I was a good athlete, not a great one- I didn't
harc the gifts to allow me to eruise through and still be successful, but
I worked longeç hadec and with more intensity than anybody"

=-7



Another thing you'll hear o¡hsrs;gãy about me was that I was tough.
That means everything to nre beriauge lhat's how I wanted people to
view me" I learned to be tough from earlyon; toughness to me meant
being a good teamnrate; even if I was scared or didnt feel good-l
ShOwed up beCause Othels were counting on me. I don't know when

the light urent on for rne, but at some point, I figured out others could
be better athletes tl'ran I was, but if I was phpically and mentally
tougfrer than enrerybody else, I coufd belong, I could competê I could
lead.

Finally, I had no 'quif in me, on the field, on the rink, or in business-
When I was scared and going through tough times, I just kept battling
and refused to quit. I was basically broke back in the early years of my
car busineæ in Eau Claire, but I kept showing up and kept fighting and
doing everything I could think of and somehow things got better, little
by little, and we made it- Struggle is realn it's part of life and nobody
gets a free pass-

l-{ere's tlre trick-leaming how to be tough but lcind, being open to your

feelings, and being willing to share those feelings honestly with those
you trust and love. That has taken me a lifetime to leam; maybe you'li
get lucky and leam these lessons faster than I did"

I love you Tal.

Papa

z7A



Vofed South St. Paul High's 1966 Senior Citizens were Jirn
Carter and Cindy SiliansfT.
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JIM CARTER: "Winning
is 5i¡ccess'l

GINDY SILIANOFF¡
"The Right Decision"
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To the Distinguished Members of the South St. Paul. Board of Education;

On behaLf of the Schuttz famil.y and the Stride for Packer Pride 5K Event which has raised over $200,000 for
the kids of South St. PauL and wit[ continue to do so, we'd Like to make clear our unwavering support for
altering the name of our storied fietd to'Ettinger Fiel.d at Jim Carter Stadium'. We do so for severaI reasons
incl'udi ng the foltowi ng:

First and perhaps foremost, we believe giving back to this community is important and few have giVen more
than Jim Carter to the kids of South St. Paut. Further, we bel.ieve he represented much of whatwe learned
as a part of this community in that his actions were grounded in humil.ity. Much of the good work he's done
in the past 40 plus years, whether it be financial.l.y supporting our kids or dedicating himseLf to hel.ping
others lead lives of sobriety, has been done quietty and with Littl,e to no fanfare. One smal.l. exampte ót ttris
is that he reluctantly aLlowed us to add his name to the plaque thanking contributors to the historical.
hockey muraI at Woog Arena that went up in 2020 even though he was far and away the Largest contributor
to it.

Second, we acknowledge, as he did during his [ife, that Mr. Carter made regrettabl.e decisions invol.ving
women during his pl.aying days in the NFL, specificaLl.y in 1976. We also bel.ieve aL[ humans make mistakes
and how one responds is what defines a person's character. As mentioned before, Mr. Carter quietl.y
pursued sobriety, worked on it every day of his [ife, and helped many others pursue the same goal..

Last, we believe Jim Carter was one of the greatest high schooL athtetes, not onl.y in South St. PauL history
and not on[y in footba[[, but anywhere and in any sport. He was arguabl.y the greatest high school footbal.l.
player the state of Minnesota has ever produced, but he was also a dominant hockey pl.ayer and an

outstanding catcher on the basebaLl team. His footbal.[ talent led to an Al.l.-American career at the .

University of Minnesota and a near decade-long pl.aying career in the NFL with the Green Bay Packers,
incl.uding. being chosen a captain by his peers and achieving the pinnacLe of the sport by being named to
the Pro Bowl.

ln summary, those of us who were fortunate to have a re[ationship with Mr. Carter knew how much he
cared about South St. Paul.. lt was atways his way to keep his contributions out of the public as he cared
more about doing right and [¡ttle about how others perceived him.

We whol.eheartedLy endorse adding Jim Cartér's name to our fieLd and do so without reservation.

Respectful.l.y

Daniet'80

Paul.'82

Ann (Counihan)'83, Megan (Mul.der)'13, Ke[[y'14, Annie'18

Jim'83

John'86

David '87, Nikki (Hizon) '12, Maddie (Watzka) '14

Peter'94, Jackson '26, Audrey'29
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To:."paurrl-i¡gs@ssB-ps,8l9"<pc-umings.G)sspp.$.-û_rg>

Date: O8/2612Q257:45 PM CDT

Su bject: I ntegrity/H on esty/Passio n/Tra n spa re ncy: J i m Ca rter

Hi Paut.

My name is John Mclean; a neighbor of yours to the west in Eagan.

I'm writing to you in support of renaming the South St Paul. footbatl fietd after Jim Carter.

A tittte background about me. I grew up in Dututh in a 150 year otd home with B kids; very
South St Paut tike. Education was/is very important in my famity. I started with a degree

from a Community Cotlege, which is where I was at that point....and 5 degrees later
obtained an Executive Business DipLoma from Harvard University which is where lwas
then. I am a Deacon in our Church as wettas an ordained Chaptain.

As a very young hockey ptayer in Dututh, I watched Jim pl.ay for the Gophers; a most
determined ptayer. After he finished ptaying for the Green Bay Packer's, he was in the car
business in Wausau. My in-taws, life tong Vikings fans, crossed paths with him white
shopping for a car. He came onto the ftoor, inquired if they needed anything, and didn't try
and setl them anything. They spent quite a bit of time simpty visiting. Their term was
'refreshingty genuine'.....and their experience changed their attegiance to the Packers (that
and a few Super Bowts).

I had a South St PauI hockey coach at St Ctoud State (Chartie Basch)who hugety

inf luenced me and atso increased my respect for what South St Paut is al.L about. Coach
Basch was inducted into the Packer Hatt of Fame a few years ago. At the induction, a night
of a home footbattgame, U of M Regent Dave Metzen and his brothers, atongwith Doug
Woog, showed up and asked if they coutd sit at our tabte. I totd them I was impressed with
their being there and both Dave and Doug said "that's what we do in South St Paut".

My son ptayed numerous hockey games vs the Packers; Eagan had deeper, more skitted
teams, but the Packers were atl about hard work. That's what I think of when Jim's name
comes up.

Myformerwork partner (Gopher QB in the 1960 Rose Bowt) and Jim were very ctose. He

loved Jim and it was atl about his passion. You may be aware that Jim chatl.enged the U of M
on a few issues and, to many, he earned more respect doing so than he did on the footbatt
fietd or the showroom. I've spent my career at [arge companies surrounded by peopte who
simpty nodded in agreement. Listen to Jim's nephew, Adam Carter, on WCCO and you witt

2?



hear how he loved Jim for saying what was on his mind and fighting for what he betieved in.

lsn't a big part of education exptoration and the chattenge of viewpoints?

Two years ago I reached out to Jim and asked him to hetp me with something. He did and

fottowed up by asking what etse he coutd do for me.

I was at the renaming of the DougWoog Arena in 2015 and coutd not then, nor now, futty'
appreciate what that does for the young kids in that community. Phit Houstey missed part

of his NHL team's training game to be there. The same appties for the young kids in the
footbaLt program......."who says I can't ptay for the Gophers?....who says I can't ptay in the
NFL?"

I was at a Gopher footbatt atumni function at Hunt¡ngton Bank Stadium a few years

ago......Jim and a man from St Ctoud were the speakers....the other man said "l'm from St

Ctoud Tech, the Gophers, the St Louis Cardinats, and the Seattte Seahawks". Jim got up and

said "l'm Jim Carter from South St Paut. Period".

The great Hubert Humphrey once said "Never give in,never glve up, never surrender no

matter what! ". ....... Jhat's what Jim Carter was a [[ a bout.

Thank you in advance for your support of the initiative and recogn izing aman who never

forgot where he came from.

John Mclean

651-491-0643

z?A



ryqM,%tryt*v?&"

%eWrz,?ø4
'& *"W,zm*.*?ø ry&,Wy z,r+ZTz*

eât%Wee& tutt

%ar*&'ws,fuLþît fua?" W M'ïægul
ë zeTlfuaq,fu, 4;t*t'4',Væa*%.

'#ø&ø,rø 
ân X,*''/ {3 

" %ø,,rte6 fu?ø wæ.rø nú
T&&{&,*4ø øfu* ptrw**6%m æ ryr*

,&

{

c 30



South Saint Faul F{igh School
Footbaïtr Boosters

09 September 2025

To Whom it may concern

It has been brought to my attention that there is a proposalto renovate and
renamethe South Saint Paul High School Ettinger Football Field. On behalf of
the South Saint Paul High School Football Boosters, we support the Jim Carter
Renarning and Renovation Project.

I am an active part of the South Saint Paul Community, citizen of the South Saint
Paul community, and current President of the South Saint Paul High School
Football Boosters. I have been the President now for four years, and part ofthe
Football Boosters Association for over ten years. Allthree of my sons have
proudly gone through the high schoolfootball program in South Saint Paul.
Through theyears, we have noted thatourhigh schoolfootballfield has been in

dire need of renovation and repair, After having traveled to many high school
football facilities through the many years of football, it is clearly evident that
now is the time to renovate our field. There is an opportunity before us that we
need to take hold of and move forward with renovations. Otherwise, I fear that
ten more years will pass, and no renovations will take place. We need to move
to improve our footballfield and facilities, for the safety of our players and
community, and to be competitive in our conference with similar schools to
ours.

As I reflect on the current facilities and football field, I recalljust last year seeing
a young child in the stands stack and playwith the large chips of cementthat
had fallen from the bleachers, I overheard visiting parents comment on the poor

PO BOX 535, SOUTH SAINT PAUL, MN
SSP OPEN FOUNDATION
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state of the field and our facilities, and have noted unsafe conditions for the
players and guests who come to watch their children play football. We can

change all of this now, with the opportunity that lies ahead of us.

Other schools in our conference such as Mahtomedi, St. Thornas, North St. Paul,

and Tartan have all gone through one if not two field renovations over the past
few years. All of these cities have turf fields, and we remain far behind in the
state of our facilities and field conditions. We are the only community in our
conference that has a dirt football field.

Our players deserve to be proud and play at a top-notch facility. With no

current city plans in place to renovate our football stadium, we ask that we

move forward with theJim Carter Renamihg and Renovation Project for South

Saint Paul High School Football,

We support the Jim Carter Renaming and Renovation Project. Please support

this plan for our players, for our families and for our community.

Respectfu lly,

Angela Becker

Sout Saint Paul High School Football Booster President

PO BOX 535, SOUTH SAINT PAUL, MN
SSP OPEN FOUND.{TION
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This ticket booth which is an eyesore was last used in the earty 1970's and
continues to deteriorate atong with the fencing minus the barb wire on the
top of the fence. There is currentty Graff¡ti on lower hatf of ticket box.
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The Ettinger Fietd sign on the exterior of the stadium is dated and with
paint peeting on the poles. lt atso in an obscure spot that does not do
justice to Sam Ettinger.
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Cottonwood, MN - New Stadium (turf to facititate muttiple use)

Popu tati an 1,1 46 e024)

Note: Community support with advertising banners !!
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The South St. Paul Open Foundation
09lt9l2s

Ms. Lisa Brandecker

Since 1974

South St Paul Open Foundation
PO Box 535

South St Paul, MN 55075

$üpp

Communications Manager
104 5th Ave S

South St. Paul, MN 55075

On behalf of the South St. Paul Open Foundation, I am honored to extend our strong
endorsement in support the updating of the South St. Paul Football Stadium to Ettinger Field at
Jim Carter Stadium.

Mr. Carter was recognized as an Open Foundation Honoree in2003,and over the years his
impact on our community has only deepened. His significant contributions to the South St. paul
Open Foundation, along with his direct support of South St. Paul Activities and Athletics, have
played a lasting role in strengthening opportunities for our students and, community memters.
His undying support of South St. Paul reflects a commitment that few can match.

Beyond athletics and community service, Mr. Carter's leadership within the addiction recovery
community stands as a shining example of resilience and servi.ð. His dedication to mentoring
and supporting individuals in recovery demonstrates a powerful message-that struggles 

"un 
b"

overcome' and lives can be transformed through perseverance, compasiion, and teadãrship.

The Board of the South St. Paul Open Foundation considers Mr. Carter's lifelong commitment to
South St. Paul' his service to our youth, and his broader leadership to be qualitiei most deserving
of this honor. We are proud to add our endorsement to this initiative and hope you will join us iri
ensuring his legacy is recognized in this meaningful way.

Sincerely,

Dear Lisa:

Mark Duffy
President
The South St. Paul Open Foundation



South St Paul Lions

820 Southview Btvd

South St. Paul, MN 55075

October 8,2025

South St Paut Schoot Board Members A[t,

Last night at our GeneraI Membership meeting and our South St Paut Lions Board
meeting our members had a robust discussion regarding the request to rename
Ettinger Fietd. Our Ctub has tong been supportive of South St Paut Schoots and its
student extra cu rricu [a r activities.

After a thoughtfuI discussion, our Board passed the foLtowing resolution on behatf of
our membership:

"The South St Paut Lions Organization endorses the name change request currently
in front of the South St Paut Board of Education that woutd resutt in changing the
name of Ettinger Fietd to - Ettinger Fietd at Jim carter stadium"

We greatty appreciate what your Board does for our students and citizens of South
St Paut. Thank you for accepting this tetter of support.

Sincerely,

dîló, tt

Greg Kuntz

Secretary of the South St Paut Lions





 
 

School Board Agenda Item 
 
 
 

 
Date: ​ ​ ​ October 13, 2025 
 

Place on Agenda:​ Work Session 
 

Action Requested:​ None. Discussion Only 
 

Attachment:​ ​ None 
 
Topic:  Possible Bond Referendum 
Presenter(s):  Dr. Brian Zambreno, Superintendent and Ra Chhoth, Executive Director of 
Finance and Operations 
Background: 
In 2022, the school district partnered with Wold Architecture to conduct a comprehensive 
review of deferred maintenance needs across all district buildings. The study identified critical 
infrastructure concerns, including HVAC systems, roofing, and other building components that 
are now well beyond their expected lifecycles. Due to the age of our facilities, the list of needs 
was extensive, totaling approximately $150 million at that time. For comparison, the district 
receives just over $1 million annually in long-term maintenance funding from the state, far 
short of the amount required to address these challenges. 

Recognizing the importance of both maintaining safe, functional schools and aligning with 
community priorities, a facilities taskforce was established in 2024. This group of staff, 
families, and community members reviewed the maintenance list, studied enrollment and 
programming trends, and gathered input from community stakeholders to identify additional 
needs and aspirations for the future of our facilities. 

Following the initial bond presentation at the September 27 work session, the purpose of this 
time on Monday evening is to take a closer look at the details, provide space for Board 
discussion and questions, and allow the Board to give direction on potential next steps. As 
part of this review, the Board will consider the facilities study and taskforce recommendations 
while exploring options to address the district’s aging infrastructure. One of the primary 
options under consideration is the potential of a bond referendum, which would allow the 
community to invest in updated and reliable school facilities. 

The last bond referendum in South St. Paul was in 2013, while most districts seek voter 
approval for bonding initiatives every 5–10 years to keep their buildings current. Importantly, 
the district is in a favorable position as previous bonds are nearing repayment, creating the 
opportunity to generate up to $30 million in new revenue without increasing property taxes. At 
the same time, the district remains mindful of the community’s taxpayer capacity, particularly 
following the 2023 levy that supported academic needs. Balancing these ongoing educational 
investments with the urgency of addressing facility challenges is central to ensuring the 
district acts responsibly, both financially and in meeting the needs of students and staff. This 
unique timing provides the Board and community with an important opportunity to move 
forward in a way that is both strategic and fiscally responsible. 

Recommendation:  N/A 
Alternatives: N/A 

 

 



 
 

School Board Agenda Item 
 
 
 
 
Date: ​ ​ ​ October 13, 2025 
 
Place on Agenda:​ Work Session 
 
Action Requested:​ None. Discussion Only 
 
Attachment:​ ​ None 
 
Topic:  District Scorecard Overview 
Presenter(s):  Dr. Brian Zambreno, Superintendent 
Background: 

As a follow-up to the new strategic plan adopted by the School Board in the spring of 2025, 
district leaders have developed scorecards to put the plan into action. These scorecards 
serve as both our roadmap and our accountability tool, creating the action steps and progress 
checks that ensure we are meeting the priorities outlined in the plan. 

As part of the district’s ongoing improvement efforts and in an effort to show transparency in 
the work, the District Leadership Team (principals, directors, and other leaders) has 
developed a district scorecard that identifies areas of improvement, sets clear goals in these 
areas, and establishes metrics to measure success. The main areas of focus are on students’ 
academic performance and employees’ experiences working in the district. The scorecard 
provides a clear and measurable way to monitor progress and demonstrate accountability to 
the community. 

On Monday evening, Superintendent Zambreno will review the scorecard with the Board in 
more detail and share how it connects directly to the priorities outlined in the strategic plan. 

Recommendation: 
 
N/A 
 
Alternatives: 
 
N/A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

School Board Agenda Item 
 
 
 
 
Date: ​ 10.13.2025​ ​  
 
Place on Agenda:​ Work Session 
 
Action Requested:​ None. Discussion Only 
 
Attachment:​ ​ None 
 
Topic:  WBWF transition to CACR 
Presenter(s):  Amy Winter, Executive Director of Educational Service 
Background: 

The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) has replaced the World’s Best Workforce 
(WBWF) framework with a new Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness (CACR) 
plan. This shift is designed to better align district improvement efforts with state accountability 
measures and prepare all students for college, career, and civic life. 

South St. Paul Public Schools (SSPPS) has been identified by MDE as a Priority District 
based on statewide performance indicators. This designation highlights areas for focused 
improvement and gives the district access to additional support and resources. 

The board will review the shift from WBWF to CACR and discuss how this designation shapes 
our goals, strategies, and planning for improved student outcomes.  The formal presentation 
will be shared at the business meeting scheduled at the end of the month.   

 

 

Recommendation: 
 
N/A 
 
Alternatives: 
 
N/A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

School Board Agenda Item 
 
 
 
Place on Agenda:​ Work Session 
 
Action Requested:​ None. Discussion Only 
 
Attachment:​ ​ None 
 
Topic:  Public Relations and Community Engagement 
Presenter(s):  School Board 
Background: 

The School Board will review the upcoming Calendar of Events and explore opportunities to 
collaborate with students, staff, families, and the greater South St. Paul community to further 
the district’s mission and vision. 

Recommendation: 
 

N/A 
 

Alternatives: 
 

N/A 
 

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uMP3WFcFiYLTElhQAxXRG-tD8xNw_Xc6sCMD2BFV0S4/edit?usp=sharing


 
 
 

School Board Agenda Item 
 
 
Place on Agenda:​ Work Session 
 
Action Requested:​ None. Discussion Only 
 
Attachment:​ ​ None 
 
Topic:  Committee Updates 
Presenter(s):  School Board Members 
Background: 
 
School Board members will provide an update for the following committees that they serve 
on: 

●​ District 917 
●​ AMSD 
●​ Community Education 
●​ Educational Foundation 
●​ Finance, Facilities, and Long-Range Planning 
●​ Local Issues 
●​ Policy 
●​ SSP Open Foundation 
●​ Superintendent Executive 

 
Recommendation: 
 

N/A 
 

Alternatives: 
 

N/A 
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