
East Lansing Board of Education
   509 Burcham Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823

______________________________________________

Regular Meeting
February 10, 2025 - 7:00 PM

Board Room
509 Burcham Drive

East Lansing, Michigan 48823

Agenda

I. Opening of Meeting
A. Call to Order 
B. Roll Call
C. Mission Statement: Nurturing Each Child, Educating All Students, Building 
World Citizens
D. Approval of Agenda
Motion: I move to approve the February 10, 2025, regular meeting agenda, as 
presented.
E. Approval of Minutes
Motion: I move to approve the following minutes:

1. January 27, 2025, regular meeting 2
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East Lansing Public Schools  
Regular Meeting 
Monday, January 27, 2025 7:00 PM Eastern 

Board Room 
509 Burcham Drive 

East Lansing, Michigan 48823   

   
 
I. Opening of Meeting 

I.A. Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order by President Chris Martin at 7:01 pm. 

I.B. Roll Call 

Dr. Terah Chambers:    Present    

Dr. Kath Edsall:    Present    

Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen:    Present    

Dr. Elizabeth Lyons:    Absent   - arrived at 7:02 pm 

Mr. Chris Martin:    Present    

Dr. Estrella Torrez:    Present    

Ms. Abbie Tykocki:    Present    

Student Representative Stella Alfredson Absent 

Student Representative Holyn Walsh Absent 

Superintendent Dori Leyko Present 

 

I.C. Mission Statement: Nurturing Each Child, Educating All Students, Building World Citizens 
Trustee Tali Faris-Hylen read the mission statement. 

I.D. Approval of Agenda 
Motion: 24-25/061:  I move to approve the January 27, 2025, regular meeting agenda, as presented. 
 
This motion, made by Dr. Kath Edsall and seconded by Dr. Terah Chambers, Passed. 
 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, 
Mr. Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye, Ms. Abbie Tykocki: Aye  
 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

I.E. Approval of Minutes 
Motion: 24-25/062: I move to approve the minutes of the following meetings: 
 

I.E.1. January 13, 2025, organizational meeting 

I.E.2. January 22, 2025, special meeting 

I.E.3. January 22, 2025, closed session 
 
This motion, made by Dr. Kath Edsall and seconded by Ms. Abbie Tykocki, Passed. 
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Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, 
Mr. Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye, Ms. Abbie Tykocki: Aye  
 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

II. Presentation 

II.A. School Board Appreciation, Rep. Tsernoglu 
  

III. Recognition 
  

• Special Olympics basketball teams won their games; 

• All State Band took place last weekend in Grand Rapids; three middle school students were 
selected; the 8th grade band were chosen to be a demo band for a session for music 
educators; the band did a fantastic job 

IV. Student Representative Report 
  
No student representative report 

V. Superintendent's Report 
 
Click here for the Superintendent’s Report  
 
Discussion followed 

VI. Consent Agenda  
Motion: 24-25/063: I move to approve the consent agenda item: 
 

VI.A. Designation of Depositories 

VI.A.1. The Board of Education approve the following financial institutions in which District 
funds may be deposited:  

• Comerica Bank 

• Huntington National Bank 

• Michigan Liquid Asset Fund (MILAF) 

This motion, made by Dr. Terah Chambers and seconded by Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen, Passed. 
 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Mr. 
Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye, Ms. Abbie Tykocki: Aye  
 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 
 
Motion: 24-25/064: I move to approve the consent agenda item: 

VI.B. New Hire 

VI.B.1. Hiring of Luke Smith - 1.0 FTE School Counselor at East Lansing High School at MA 
Step 6 effective February 17, 2025. 
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This motion, made by Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen and seconded by Dr. Estrella Torrez, Passed. 
 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Mr. 
Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye, Ms. Abbie Tykocki: Aye  
 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

VII. Public Comment:  
This is the opportunity to address the Board.  Speakers are to confine their remarks to five 
minutes.  If a speaker requires more than five minutes, after all other persons who have requested to 
speak during this part of the meeting have spoken, that speaker will be allowed additional time.  The 
Superintendent or other district staff may comment to clear up or avoid significant 
misunderstandings. 
  
No Public Comment 

VIII. Closed Session 
Motion: 24-25/065: The Board of Education meets in closed session pursuant to Section 8(1)(c) of the 
Open Meetings Act related to collective bargaining. 
 
This motion, made by Dr. Terah Chambers and seconded by Dr. Kath Edsall, Passed. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Mr.  
Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye, Ms. Abbie Tykocki: Aye  
 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 
 
Returned to Open Session at 8:20 pm 

IX. Board Discussion 
  
No Board Discussion 

X. Action Items 

X.A. Authorized Check Signers 
Motion: 24-25/066: I move that the Board of Education authorize the following positions to be 
authorized check signers:  

• Board of Education Treasurer 

• Superintendent 

• Director of Finance and Operations 

• Director of Finance 

This motion, made by Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen and seconded by Dr. Estrella Torrez, Passed. 
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Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, 
Mr. Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye, Ms. Abbie Tykocki: Aye  
 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

XI. Committee Reports  

XI.A. Academic and Technology Committee 

• Emailed committee to schedule the next meeting 

XI.B. Facilities Committee 

• The next meeting is scheduled for February 7 at 1:00 pm 

XI.C. Finance Committee 

• The next meeting is scheduled for February 3 at 1:00 pm 

XI.D. Intergovernmental Relations 

• Emailed committee members to schedule the next meeting 

XI.E. Personnel Committee 

• No meeting scheduled 

• Will need to schedule a meeting for Superintendent's Evaluation 

XI.F. Policy Committee 

• The next meeting is scheduled for February 10 at 10:45 am 

XI.G. Ingham School Officers Association (ISOA)  

• Trustee Abbie Tykocki will be the new ISOA representative 

XII. Announcements  

XII.A. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Education is February 10, 2025. 
  
XII.B   President Chris Martin thanked all school board members for their service. 

XIII. Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm. 

 

President 
 
 

Secretary 
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2. January 27, 2025, closed session 
 

II. Recognition
 
III. Student Representative Report
 
IV. Superintendent's Report
 
V. Public Comment:  This is the opportunity to address the Board.  Speakers are to 
confine their remarks to five minutes.  If a speaker requires more than five minutes, 
after all other persons who have requested to speak during this part of the meeting 
have spoken, that speaker will be allowed additional time.  The Superintendent or 
other district staff may comment to clear up or avoid significant misunderstandings. 
 
VI. Presentation
RJ Naughton, PFM Financial Advisors, 2025 School Building and Site and 
Refunding Bonds  
 
VII. Closed Session
Motion: I move that the Board of Education enter into closed session in accordance 
with Section 8(1)(c) of the Open Meetings Act related to collective bargaining.

Roll Call Vote
 
VIII. Board Discussion
 
IX. Action Items

A. 2025 Bond Resolution, Series 2 and Refunding Bonds
Motion: I move the Board of Education approve the Resolution 
Authorizing the Issuance and Delegating the Sale of the 2025 School 
Building and Site Bonds, Series II, and Refunding Bonds, as 
presented.
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Nurturing each child • Educating all students • Building world citizens 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
 TO: ELPS Board of Education, Dori Leyko, Superintendent 
 
 FROM: Lisa Allen, Director of Finance 
 
SUBJECT: Action Item – 2025 Bond Resolution, Series 2 and Refunding 
 
 DATE: February 10, 2025 
 
Recommendation: 

 
It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the Resolution Authorizing the 
Issuance and Delegating the Sale of the 2025 School Building and Site Bonds, Series II, 
and Refunding Bonds, as presented.  
 
Background: 

 

From the 1-27-2025 BOE packet: 
 
Attached is the 2025 Bond Resolution, prepared by Thrun Law Firm, for the second (and final) 
bond series of the voter-approved 2024 Safety, Security, and Accessibility bond proposal, and a 
refunding of the 2015 Refunded Bonds.  This series will not exceed $31,600,00 ($18,882,749 
for the 2024 Safety, Security, and Accessibility bond and $12,715,000 Refunding Bonds). The 
Refunding Bonds’ projected net present value savings is $477,570 (3.84% of previous issue.) I 
have also attached Thrun’s cover letter and related attachments.   
 
As with the first bond series, the district will work with Thrun Law Firm (Bond Counsel), PFM 
(Financial Advisors), and Stifel (Underwriters) on the bond issue and sale. The Board will be 
asked to approve the resolution at its regularly scheduled meeting on February 10, 2025.        
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND DELEGATING THE SALE OF 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING 

2025 SCHOOL BUILDING AND SITE BONDS, SERIES II 

-OR- 

2025 REFUNDING BONDS 

-OR- 

2025 SCHOOL BUILDING AND SITE, SERIES II, AND REFUNDING BONDS 

 

School District of the City of East Lansing, Ingham and Clinton Counties, Michigan (the 

“Issuer”) 

A regular meeting of the board of education of the Issuer (the “Board”) was held in the 

_____________________________________, within the boundaries of the Issuer, on the 10th day 

of February, 2025, at _____ o’clock in the __.m. (the “Meeting”). 

The Meeting was called to order by _____________________, President. 

Present: Members                                 

Absent: Members                                 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member ___________________ 

and supported by Member ____________________: 

WHEREAS: 

1. On May 7, 2024, the qualified electors of the Issuer voted in favor of bonding the 

Issuer for the sum of not to exceed Twenty-Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 

($23,500,000), the proceeds to be used for the purpose of erecting, furnishing, and equipping an 

addition to a school building; remodeling, including security improvements to, furnishing and 

refurnishing, and equipping and re-equipping school buildings; erecting, furnishing and equipping 

a new administration building; and preparing, developing and improving sites (the “Project”); and 

2. At this time, the Board desires to issue a portion of the bonds approved by the 

electors of the Issuer in the amount of not to exceed Eighteen Million Eight Hundred Eighty-Two 

Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Nine Dollars ($18,882,749), as the second and final series of 

bonds; and 

3. Part VI of Act 34, Public Acts of Michigan, 2001, as amended, the Revised 

Municipal Finance Act (the “Act”), permits the Issuer to refund all or part of its bonded 

indebtedness; and 

4. The Issuer has received a proposal from Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated 

(the “Underwriter”), to refund all or part of that portion of the Issuer’s outstanding 2015 Refunding 

Bonds dated March 3, 2015, in the original amount of $37,810,000, which are callable on or after 

May 1, 2025, and are due and payable May 1, 2026 through May 1, 2030, inclusive (the “Prior 

Bonds”); and 
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5. The Board determines that it is in the best interest of the Issuer to consider refunding 

the Prior Bonds; and 

6. Prior to the issuance of bonds, the Issuer must either achieve qualified status or 

secure prior approval of the bonds from the Michigan Department of Treasury (the “Department 

of Treasury”) pursuant to the Act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  

1. A. The second and final series of bonds of the Issuer designated 2025 School 

Building and Site Bonds, Series II (the “Building and Site Bonds”) be issued 

in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $18,882,749, as finally 

determined upon sale thereof, for the Project. 

B. Bonds of the Issuer designated 2025 Refunding Bonds (the “Refunding 

Bonds”) be issued in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed 

$12,715,000, as finally determined upon sale thereof, for the purpose of 

refunding all or a portion of the Prior Bonds. 

C. If it is deemed advisable by the Issuer’s financial consultant, both the 

Building and Site Bonds and the Refunding Bonds may be combined in a 

single series in an aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $31,600,000 

and designated 2025 School Building and Site, Series II, and Refunding 

Bonds. 

D. To the extent that the provisions hereinafter approved apply to both the 2025 

School Building and Site Bonds, Series II and the 2025 Refunding Bonds, 

or, if issued as a single or combined issue or series, the reference herein to 

“Bonds” shall mean all of the Bonds herein authorized to be issued. 

E. The Bonds shall be dated the date of delivery, or such other date as 

established at the time of sale; shall be issued in one or more series 

determined upon sale of the Bonds; shall be numbered in the direct order of 

their maturities from 1 upwards; shall be fully registered Bonds as to 

principal and interest; shall bear interest at a rate or rates to be hereafter 

determined upon sale; shall mature on May 1 in each year to be 

subsequently determined by the Superintendent or the Director of Finance 

of the Issuer (each an “Authorized Officer”), in the final principal amounts 

determined upon sale and may be subject to redemption in the amounts, as 

determined by an Authorized Officer, at the times, in the manner, and at the 

prices determined upon sale of the Bonds. 

2. The Bonds shall be in denominations of $5,000 or any whole multiple thereof, with 

interest thereon payable on November 1, 2025, or such other date as may be established at the time 

of sale, and semiannually thereafter on May 1 and November 1 in each year. The principal of the 

Bonds and the interest thereon shall be payable in lawful money of the United States of America 

at or by a bank or trust company to be designated by an Authorized Officer and approved by the 

Board at the time of sale (herein called the “Paying Agent”), which shall act as the paying agent 
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and bond registrar or such successor paying agent-bond registrar as may be approved by the Issuer, 

on each semiannual interest payment date and the date of each principal maturity. 

3. The Bonds may consist of serial or term Bonds or any combination thereof which 

may be issued in one or more series, all of which shall be determined upon sale of the Bonds. 

4. Book Entry. Unless otherwise requested by the Underwriter, the ownership of one 

fully registered bond for each maturity, in the aggregate principal amount of such maturity, shall 

be registered in the name of Cede & Co., as nominee of The Depository Trust Company (“DTC”). 

So long as the Bonds are in the book entry form only, the Paying Agent shall comply with the 

terms of the Blanket Issuer Letter of Representations to be entered into between the Issuer and 

DTC, which provisions shall govern registration, notices and payment, among other things, and 

which provisions are incorporated herein with the same effect as if fully set forth herein. An 

Authorized Officer is authorized and directed to enter into the Blanket Issuer Letter of 

Representations with DTC in such form as determined by an Authorized Officer, in consultation 

with bond counsel, to be necessary and appropriate. In the event the Issuer determines that the 

continuation of the system of book entry only transfer through DTC (or a successor securities 

depository) is not in the best interest of the DTC participants, beneficial owners of the Bonds, or 

the Issuer, the Issuer will notify the Paying Agent, whereupon the Paying Agent will notify DTC 

of the availability through DTC of the bond certificates. In such event, the Issuer shall issue and 

the Paying Agent shall transfer and exchange Bonds as requested by DTC of like principal amount, 

series and maturity, in authorized denominations to the identifiable beneficial owners in 

replacement of the beneficial interest of such beneficial owners in the Bonds, as provided herein. 

So long as the book-entry-only system remains in effect, in the event of a partial redemption 

the Paying Agent will give notice to Cede & Co., as nominee of DTC, only, and only Cede & Co. 

will be deemed to be a holder of the Bonds. DTC is expected to reduce the credit balances of the 

applicable DTC Participants in respect of the Bonds and in turn the DTC Participants are expected 

to select those Beneficial Owners whose ownership interests are to be extinguished or reduced by 

such partial redemptions, each by such method as DTC or such DTC Participants, as the case may 

be, deems fair and appropriate in its sole discretion. 

5. In the event the Bonds are no longer in book entry form only, the following 

provisions would apply to the Bonds: 

The Paying Agent shall keep or cause to be kept, at its principal office, sufficient books for 

the registration and transfer of the Bonds, which shall at all times during normal business hours be 

open to inspection by the Issuer; and, upon presentation and surrender for such purpose, the Paying 

Agent shall, under such reasonable regulations as it may prescribe, transfer or cause to be 

transferred on said books, Bonds as herein provided. 

Any Bond may be transferred upon the books required to be kept pursuant to this section 

by the person in whose name it is registered, in person or by a duly authorized agent, upon 

surrender of the Bond for cancellation, accompanied by delivery of a duly executed written 

instrument of transfer in a form approved by the Paying Agent. Whenever any Bond or Bonds shall 

be surrendered for transfer, the Issuer shall furnish or cause to be furnished a sufficient number of 

manual or facsimile executed Bonds and the Paying Agent shall authenticate and deliver a new 

Bond or Bonds for like aggregate principal amount. The Paying Agent shall require the payment 

10



 

4 

of any tax or other governmental charge required to be paid with respect to the transfer to be made 

by the bondholder requesting the transfer. 

6. If any Bond shall become mutilated, the Issuer, at the expense of the holder of the 

Bonds, shall furnish or cause to be furnished, and the Paying Agent shall authenticate and deliver, 

a new Bond of like tenor in exchange and substitution of the mutilated Bond, upon surrender to 

the Paying Agent of the mutilated Bond. If any Bond issued under this resolution shall be lost, 

destroyed or stolen, evidence of the loss, destruction or theft and indemnity may be submitted to 

the Paying Agent, and if satisfactory to the Paying Agent and the Issuer, the Issuer at the expense 

of the owner, shall furnish or cause to be furnished, and the Paying Agent shall authenticate and 

deliver a new Bond of like tenor and bearing the statement required by Act 354, Public Acts of 

Michigan, 1972, as amended, being sections 129.131 to 129.134, inclusive, of the Michigan 

Compiled Laws, or any applicable law hereafter enacted, in lieu of and in substitution of the Bond 

so lost, destroyed or stolen. If any such Bond shall have matured or shall be about to mature, 

instead of issuing a substitute Bond, the Paying Agent may pay the same without surrender thereof. 

7. The President and Secretary are authorized to provide the Bonds in conformity with 

the specifications of this resolution by causing their manual or facsimile signatures to be affixed 

thereto, and upon the manual execution by the authorized signatory of the Paying Agent, the 

Treasurer is authorized and directed to cause said Bonds to be delivered to the Underwriter upon 

receipt of the purchase price and accrued interest, if any. 

Blank bonds with the manual or facsimile signatures of the President and Secretary and 

Secretary of the Board affixed thereto, shall, at the direction of bond counsel and as necessary, be 

delivered to the Paying Agent for safekeeping to be used for registration and transfer of ownership. 

8. If the Bonds are sold as a single issue, there is hereby created a separate depository 

account to be kept with a bank located in the State of Michigan and insured by the Federal Deposit 

Insurance Corporation, previously approved as an authorized depository of funds of the Issuer, to 

be designated 2025 SCHOOL BOND DEBT RETIREMENT FUND (hereinafter referred to as the 

“DEBT RETIREMENT FUND”), all proceeds from taxes levied for the fund to be used for the 

purpose of paying the principal and interest on the Bonds authorized herein as they mature or are 

redeemed. Upon receipt of the Bond proceeds from the sale of the Bonds, the accrued interest, if 

any, shall be deposited in the DEBT RETIREMENT FUND. DEBT RETIREMENT FUND 

moneys may be invested as authorized by law. 

If the Bonds are sold as two separate issues or series, then the above Debt Retirement Fund 

shall apply only to the 2025 School Building and Site Bonds, Series II, and a separate depository 

account is hereby created to be kept at the same bank and designated 2025 Refunding Bond Debt 

Retirement Fund for deposit, retention and investment of taxes levied for the payment of principal 

and interest on the 2025 Refunding Bonds as the same come due. 

If the Bonds are sold as two separate issues or series, the debt retirement funds established 

herein may hereafter be collectively described as “Debt Retirement Funds”. 

Commencing with the 2025 tax levy, there shall be levied upon the tax rolls of the Issuer 

in each year for the purpose of the DEBT RETIREMENT FUND a sum not less than the amount 

estimated to be sufficient to pay the principal and interest on the Bonds as such principal and 
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interest fall due prior to the next year’s tax levy, the probable delinquency in collections and funds 

on hand being taken into consideration in arriving at the estimate. When funds are borrowed from 

the School Loan Revolving Fund, such funds may be taken into consideration in arriving at the 

estimated required tax levy.  

In determining the amount to be levied in 2025, there shall be taken into account any money 

in the DEBT RETIREMENT FUND. Taxes required to be levied to meet the principal and interest 

obligations may be without limitation as to rate or amount, as provided by Article IX, Section 6, 

and Article IX, Section 16 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963. 

9. The proceeds of the Bonds shall be used to pay cost of the Project, costs of issuance 

of the Bonds, and to secure payment of the Prior Bonds set forth in the Bond Purchase Agreement. 

Upon receipt of the proceeds of sale of the Bonds, the accrued interest, if any, shall be deposited 

in the DEBT RETIREMENT FUND for the Bonds. From the proceeds of the Bonds there shall 

next be set aside a sum sufficient to pay the costs of issuance of the Bonds in a fund designated 

2025 BOND ISSUANCE FUND (hereinafter referred to as the “BOND ISSUANCE FUND”). 

Moneys in the BOND ISSUANCE FUND shall be used solely to pay expenses of issuance of the 

Bonds. Any amounts remaining in the BOND ISSUANCE FUND after payment of issuance 

expenses related to the refunding of the Prior Bonds shall be transferred to the DEBT 

RETIREMENT FUND for the Bonds and any related to expenses associated with the Project shall 

be transferred to the 2025 CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND. Except as provided below with respect 

to the establishment of an escrow, all remaining funds shall be deposited in the 2025 CAPITAL 

PROJECTS FUND. 

10. If all or a portion of the Prior Bonds are refunded, a portion of the proceeds of the 

Bonds, together with any moneys transferred at the time of closing of the Bonds from the debt 

retirement fund for the Prior Bonds, shall be held as cash and/or invested in direct obligations of 

the United States of America, or obligations, the principal and interest of which are unconditionally 

guaranteed by the United States of America, or other obligations the principal and interest of which 

are fully secured by the foregoing (the “Escrow Funds”), and used to pay principal and interest on 

the Prior Bonds. The Escrow Funds shall be held by an escrow agent (the “Escrow Agent”) in trust 

in an escrow account (the “Escrow Account”) pursuant to an escrow agreement (the “Escrow 

Agreement”) which shall irrevocably direct the Escrow Agent to take all necessary steps to call 

any Prior Bonds specified by an Authorized Officer upon sale of the Bonds for redemption, 

including publication and mailing of redemption notices, on the earliest date specified by an 

Authorized Officer that the respective series of Prior Bonds may be called for redemption. The 

investment held in the Escrow Account shall be such that the principal and interest payments 

received thereon will be sufficient, without reinvestment, to pay the principal and interest on the 

Prior Bonds as they become due pursuant to maturity or the call for redemption required by this 

paragraph. Following establishment of the Escrow Account, any amounts remaining in the debt 

retirement fund for the Prior Bonds shall be transferred to the DEBT RETIREMENT FUND for 

the Bonds. 

11. An Authorized Officer, subject to final approval of the Board, is authorized to select 

an Escrow Agent to serve under the Escrow Agreement. 

12. The Bonds shall be in substantially the form attached hereto and incorporated 

herein as Exhibit A. 
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13. Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated is named as senior managing 

underwriter and further, that an Authorized Officer or designee is authorized to negotiate and 

execute a Bond Purchase Agreement with the Underwriter, subject to the requirements of 

paragraph 16 below. Based upon information provided by the Issuer’s financial consultant and the 

Underwriter, a negotiated sale allows flexibility in the timing, sale and structure of the Bonds in 

response to changing market conditions and flexibility in sizing the defeasance escrow necessary 

to accomplish the refunding of the Prior Bonds. 

14. An Authorized Officer is authorized to approve circulation of a Preliminary Official 

Statement describing the Bonds. 

15. An Authorized Officer, or designee if permitted by law, is authorized to: 

a. File with the Department of Treasury an application for approval to issue 

the Bonds, if required, and to pay any applicable fee therefor and, further, 

within fifteen (15) business days after issuance of the Bonds, file any and 

all documentation required subsequent to the issuance of the Bonds, 

together with any statutorily required fee. 

b. Make application for municipal bond insurance if, upon advice of the 

Issuer’s financial consultant, the purchase of municipal bond insurance will 

be cost effective. The premium for such bond insurance shall be paid by the 

Issuer from Bond proceeds. 

c. Execute and deliver the Continuing Disclosure Agreement (the 

“Agreement”) in substantially the same form as set forth in Exhibit B 

attached hereto, or with such changes therein as the individual executing the 

Agreement on behalf of the Issuer shall approve, his/her execution thereof 

to constitute conclusive evidence of his/her approval of such changes. When 

the Agreement is executed and delivered on behalf of the Issuer as herein 

provided, the Agreement will be binding on the Issuer and the officers, 

employees and agents of the Issuer, and the officers, employees and agents 

of the Issuer are authorized, empowered and directed to do all such acts and 

things and to execute all such documents as may be necessary to carry out 

and comply with the provisions of the Agreement as executed, and the 

Agreement shall constitute, and is made, a part of this resolution, and copies 

of the Agreement shall be placed in the official records of the Issuer, and 

shall be available for public inspection at the office of the Issuer. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this resolution, the sole remedies 

for failure to comply with the Agreement shall be the ability of any 

Bondholder or beneficial owner to take such actions as may be necessary 

and appropriate, including seeking mandamus or specific performance by 

court order, to cause the Issuer to comply with its obligations under the 

Agreement. 

16. An Authorized Officer’s or designee’s authorization to accept and execute a Bond 

Purchase Agreement with the Underwriter is subject to the following parameters:  
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a. the Underwriter discount shall not exceed $4.00 per $1,000 (0.4%); 

b. the true interest cost rate on the Bonds shall not exceed 5%; 

c. the present value savings from the refunding shall not be less than 1.5% of 

the par of the Prior Bonds; 

d. the maximum bond term shall not exceed 8 years; and 

e. the receipt of express written recommendation of the Issuer’s financial 

consultant identified herein to accept the terms of the Bond Purchase 

Agreement. 

17. An Authorized Officer is further authorized and directed to (i) execute any and all 

other necessary documents required to complete the approval and sale of the Bonds to the 

Underwriter in accordance with the terms of the Bond Purchase Agreement; (ii) appoint a paying 

agent for the Bonds; (iii) select a bond insurer, accept a commitment therefor and authorize 

payment of a bond insurance premium to insure any or all of the Bonds if recommended in writing 

by the Issuer’s financial consultant; (iv) deem the Preliminary Official Statement for the Bonds 

final for purposes of SEC Rule 15c2-12(b)(1); and (v) execute and deliver the final Official 

Statement on behalf of the Issuer. 

18. An Authorized Officer is authorized to file with the Department of Treasury or 

other authorized state agency the Final Qualification Application for the Bonds approved by this 

Board and in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit C with such changes as an 

Authorized Officer shall deem necessary to conform with the final sale of the Bonds pursuant to 

the parameters set forth herein. 

19. The President or Vice President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, the Superintendent, 

the Director of Finance, and/or all other officers, agents and representatives of the Issuer and each 

of them shall execute, issue and deliver any certificates, statements, warranties, representations, or 

documents necessary to effect the purposes of this resolution, the Bonds or the Bond Purchase 

Agreement. 

20. The officers, agents and employees of the Issuer are authorized to take all other 

actions necessary and convenient to facilitate the sale and delivery of the Bonds. 

21. Thrun Law Firm, P.C. is appointed as bond counsel for the Issuer with reference to 

the issuance of the Bonds authorized by this resolution. Although Thrun Law Firm, P.C. has 

informed the Issuer that it represents no other party in connection with the issuance of the Bonds, 

Thrun Law Firm, P.C. represents the Underwriter on other, unrelated matters. The Board 

acknowledges the services that Thrun Law Firm, P.C. provides to the Underwriter, consents to the 

representation of the Underwriter on other, unrelated public finance matters, and waives any 

conflict of interest that could be asserted with respect to such representation. 

22. The financial consulting firm of PFM Financial Advisors LLC, is appointed as 

financial consultant to the Issuer with reference to the issuance of the Bonds herein authorized. 
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23. The Board covenants to comply with existing provisions of the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), necessary to maintain the exclusion of interest on the 

Bonds from gross income.  

24. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions 

of this resolution are hereby rescinded. 

Ayes:  Members                 

Nays:  Members                  

Resolution declared adopted. 

  

Secretary, Board of Education 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Education of the 

School District of the City of East Lansing, Ingham and Clinton Counties, Michigan, hereby 

certifies that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 

Board at the Meeting, the original of which is part of the Board’s minutes. The undersigned further 

certifies that notice of the Meeting was given to the public pursuant to the provisions of the Open 

Meetings Act (Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended). 

  

Secretary, Board of Education 

CJI/klg 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

[No.] 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTIES OF INGHAM AND CLINTON 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING 

2025 SCHOOL BUILDING AND SITE, SERIES II, AND REFUNDING BOND 

(GENERAL OBLIGATION - UNLIMITED TAX) 

 

 Rate Maturity Date Date of Original Issue CUSIP No. 

 

 

REGISTERED OWNER:  

PRINCIPAL AMOUNT:  

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING, COUNTIES OF INGHAM 

AND CLINTON, STATE OF MICHIGAN (the “Issuer”), promises to pay to the Registered Owner 

specified above, or registered assigns, the Principal Amount specified above in lawful money of 

the United States of America on the Maturity Date specified above, with interest from the Date of 

Original Issue until paid at the Rate specified above on the basis of a 360-day year, 30-day month, 

payable on November 1, 2025, and semiannually thereafter on the first day of May and November 

of each year (the “Bond” or “Bonds”). Principal on this Bond is payable at the corporate trust 

office of            , MICHIGAN (the “Paying Agent”), upon presentation and 

surrender hereof. Interest is payable by check or draft mailed to the Registered Owner at the 

registered address shown on the registration books of the Issuer kept by the Paying Agent as of the 

close of business on the 15th day of the month preceding any interest payment date. The Issuer 

may hereafter designate a successor paying agent/bond registrar by notice mailed to the Registered 

Owner not less than sixty (60) days prior to any interest payment date. 

A portion of the Bonds, of which this is one, are the second and final series of bonds to be 

issued from a total amount of not to exceed $23,500,000 authorized by the electors of the Issuer. 

The Bonds are of like date and tenor, except as to denomination, rate of interest and date of 

maturity, aggregating the principal amount of $___________. The Bonds are issued under and in 

pursuance of the provisions of Act 451, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended; Act 34, Public 

Acts of Michigan, 2001, as amended; and resolutions duly adopted by the Board of Education of 

the Issuer on February 10, 2025 and __________, 2025, for the purpose of erecting, furnishing, 

and equipping an addition to a school building; remodeling, including security improvements to, 

furnishing and refurnishing, and equipping and re-equipping school buildings; erecting, furnishing 

and equipping a new administration building; and preparing, developing and improving sites (the 

“Project”) and refunding a portion of a certain prior bond issue of the Issuer. The portion of the 

Bonds issued to pay for the Project were authorized by a majority vote of the qualified electors of 

the Issuer voting thereon at an election duly called and held on May 7, 2024. 

The Issuer has pledged its full faith, credit and resources for the payment of the principal 

and interest on the Bonds. The Bonds of this issue are payable from ad valorem taxes, which may 
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be levied without limitation as to rate or amount as provided by Article IX, Section 6 and Article 

IX, Section 16 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963. 

MANDATORY REDEMPTION 

The Bonds maturing on __________, 20__, are term Bonds subject to mandatory 

redemption, in part, by lot, on the redemption dates and in the principal amounts set forth below 

and at a redemption price equal to the principal amount thereof, without premium, together with 

accrued interest to the date fixed for redemption. When term Bonds are purchased by the Issuer 

and delivered to the Paying Agent for cancellation or are redeemed in a manner other than by 

mandatory redemption, the principal amount of the term Bonds affected shall be reduced by the 

principal amount of the Bonds so redeemed or purchased in the order determined by the Issuer. 

Bonds due                                

 Redemption Dates Principal Amounts 

 __________, 20__ $                  

 __________, 20__ 

 __________, 20__ 

 __________, 20__ (maturity) 

OPTIONAL REDEMPTION 

Bonds of this issue maturing in the years _______ through _______, inclusive, shall not be 

subject to redemption prior to maturity. The Bonds or portions of Bonds maturing on or after 

________, 20__, are subject to redemption prior to maturity at the option of the Issuer in multiples 

of $5,000 in such order as the Issuer may determine, by lot within any maturity, on any date 

occurring on or after __________, 20__, at par and accrued interest to the date fixed for 

redemption. 

Notice of redemption of any Bond shall be given not less than thirty (30) days and not more 

than sixty (60) days prior to the date fixed for redemption by mail to the Registered Owner at the 

registered address shown on the registration books kept by the Paying Agent. Bonds shall be called 

for redemption in multiples of $5,000, and Bonds of denominations of more than $5,000 shall be 

treated as representing the number of Bonds obtained by dividing the denomination of the Bond 

by $5,000, and such Bonds may be redeemed in part. The notice of redemption for Bonds redeemed 

in part shall state that upon surrender of the Bond to be redeemed a new Bond or Bonds in an 

aggregate principal amount equal to the unredeemed portion of the Bond surrendered shall be 

issued to the Registered Owner thereof. No further interest payment on the Bonds or portions of 

Bonds called for redemption shall accrue after the date fixed for redemption, whether presented 

for redemption, provided funds are on hand with the Paying Agent to redeem the same. 

If less than all of the Bonds of any maturity shall be called for redemption prior to maturity, 

unless otherwise provided, the particular Bonds or portions of Bonds to be redeemed shall be 

selected by the Paying Agent, in such manner as the Paying Agent in its discretion may deem 

proper, in the principal amounts designated by the Issuer. Upon presentation and surrender of such 

Bonds at the corporate trust office of the Paying Agent, such Bonds shall be paid and redeemed. 

This Bond is registered as to principal and interest and is transferable as provided in the 

resolutions authorizing the Bonds only upon the books of the Issuer kept for that purpose by the 
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Paying Agent, by the Registered Owner hereof in person or by an agent of the Registered Owner 

duly authorized in writing, upon the surrender of this Bond together with a written instrument of 

transfer satisfactory to the Paying Agent duly executed by the Registered Owner or agent thereof 

and thereupon a new Bond or Bonds in the same aggregate principal amount and of the same 

maturity shall be issued to the transferee in exchange therefor as provided in the resolutions 

authorizing the Bonds, and upon payment of the charges, if any, therein provided. The Bonds are 

issuable in denominations of $5,000 or any integral multiple thereof not exceeding the aggregate 

principal amount for each maturity. 

It is hereby certified and recited that all acts, conditions and things required to be done, to 

happen, and to be performed, precedent to and in the issuance of this Bond, have been done, have 

happened and have been performed in due time, form and manner, as required by law.  

This Bond shall not be deemed a valid and binding obligation of the Issuer in the absence 

of authentication by manual execution hereof by the authorized signatory of the Paying Agent. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the School District of the City of East Lansing, Counties of 

Ingham and Clinton, State of Michigan, by its Board of Education, has caused this Bond to be 

signed in the name of the Issuer by the manual or facsimile signature of its President and 

countersigned by the manual or facsimile signature of its Secretary as of ___________, 2025, and 

to be manually signed by the authorized signatory of the Paying Agent as of the date set forth 

below. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF EAST 

LANSING 

COUNTIES OF INGHAM AND CLINTON 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

Countersigned 

 

 

By  By  

 Secretary President 

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICATION 

Dated: 

 

This Bond is one of the Bonds described herein. 

(Name of Bank) 

(City, State) 

PAYING AGENT 

 

By 

 Authorized Signatory 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ASSIGNMENT 

 

FOR VALUE RECEIVED, the undersigned hereby sells, assigns and transfers unto   

        the within Bond and does hereby irrevocably 

constitute and appoint         attorney to transfer 

the Bond on the books kept for registration of the within Bond, with full power of substitution in 

the premises. 

 

Dated:                                                                                    

   

 NOTICE: The assignor’s signature to this 

assignment must correspond with the name as it 

appears upon the face of the within Bond in every 

particular without alteration or any change whatever. 

 

Signature Guaranteed: 

 

  

Signature(s) must be guaranteed by an eligible guarantor institution participating in a 

Securities Transfer Association recognized signature guarantee program. 

The Paying Agent will not effect transfer of this Bond unless the information concerning 

the transferee requested below is provided. 

Name and Address:   

   

   

 (Include information for all joint owners if the Bond is held by joint 

account.) 

 

PLEASE INSERT SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OR 

OTHER IDENTIFYING NUMBER OF ASSIGNEE 

 

 

(if held by joint account, insert number 

for first named transferee) 
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EXHIBIT B 

 

 

FORM OF 

CONTINUING DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT

$___________ 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING 

COUNTIES OF INGHAM AND CLINTON 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

2025 SCHOOL BUILDING AND SITE, SERIES II, AND REFUNDING BONDS 

(GENERAL OBLIGATION - UNLIMITED TAX) 

This Continuing Disclosure Agreement (the “Agreement”) is executed and delivered by 

the School District of the City of East Lansing, Counties of Ingham and Clinton, State of Michigan 

(the “Issuer”), in connection with the issuance of its $__________ 2025 School Building and Site, 

Series II, and Refunding Bonds (General Obligation - Unlimited Tax) (the “Bonds”). The Bonds 

are being issued pursuant to resolutions adopted by the Board of Education of the Issuer on 

February 10, 2025 and _____________, 2025 (together, the “Resolution”). The Issuer covenants 

and agrees as follows:  

SECTION 1. Purpose of the Disclosure Agreement. This Agreement is being executed and 

delivered by the Issuer for the benefit of the Bondholders and in order to assist the Participating 

Underwriter in complying with the Rule. The Issuer acknowledges that this Agreement does not 

address the scope of any application of Rule 10b-5 promulgated by the SEC pursuant to the 1934 

Act to the Annual Reports or notices of the Listed Events provided or required to be provided by 

the Issuer pursuant to this Agreement. 

SECTION 2. Definitions. In addition to the definitions set forth in the Resolution, which 

apply to any capitalized term used in this Agreement unless otherwise defined in this Section, the 

following capitalized terms shall have the following meanings:  

“Annual Report” shall mean any Annual Report provided by the Issuer pursuant to, and as 

described in, Sections 3 and 4 of this Agreement. 

“Bondholder” means the registered owner of a Bond or any person which (a) has the power, 

directly or indirectly, to vote or consent with respect to, or to dispose of ownership of, any Bonds 

(including any person holding Bonds through nominees, depositories or other intermediaries), or 

(b) is treated as the owner of any Bond for federal income tax purposes. 

“Dissemination Agent” means any agent designated as such in writing by the Issuer and 

which has filed with the Issuer a written acceptance of such designation, and such agent’s 

successors and assigns. 

“EMMA” shall mean the MSRB’s Electronic Municipal Market Access which provides 

continuing disclosure services for the receipt and public availability of continuing disclosure 

documents and related information required by Rule 15c2-12 promulgated by the SEC. 
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“Financial Obligation” shall mean (a) a debt obligation, (b) a derivative instrument entered 

into in connection with, or pledged as security or a source of payment for, an existing or planned 

debt obligation, or (c) a guarantee of (a) or (b) provided; however, that a “Financial Obligation” 

shall not include any municipal security for which a final official statement has been provided to 

the MSRB consistent with the Rule. 

“Listed Events” shall mean any of the events listed in Section 5(a) of this Agreement. 

“MSRB” shall mean the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board. 

“1934 Act” shall mean the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended. 

“Official Statement” shall mean the final Official Statement for the Bonds dated 

__________, 2025. 

“Participating Underwriter” shall mean any of the original underwriters of the Bonds 

required to comply with the Rule in connection with the offering of the Bonds. 

“Resolution” shall mean the resolutions duly adopted by the Issuer authorizing the 

issuance, sale and delivery of the Bonds. 

“Rule” shall mean Rule 15c2-12 promulgated by the SEC pursuant to the 1934 Act, as the 

same may be amended from time to time. 

“SEC” shall mean the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

“State” shall mean the State of Michigan. 

SECTION 3. Provision of Annual Reports. 

(a) Each year, the Issuer shall provide, or shall cause the Dissemination Agent to 

provide, on or prior to the end of the sixth month after the end of the fiscal year of the Issuer 

commencing with the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, to EMMA an Annual Report for the 

preceding fiscal year which is consistent with the requirements of Section 4 of this Agreement. 

Currently, the Issuer’s fiscal year ends on June 30. In each case, the Annual Report may be 

submitted as a single document or as separate documents comprising a package, and may include 

by specific reference other information as provided in Section 4 of this Agreement; provided, 

however, that if the audited financial statements of the Issuer are not available by the deadline for 

filing the Annual Report, they shall be provided when and if available, and unaudited financial 

statements in a format similar to the financial statements contained in the Official Statement shall 

be included in the Annual Report. 

(b) The Annual Report shall be submitted to EMMA either through a web-based 

electronic submission interface or through electronic computer-to-computer data connections with 

EMMA in accordance with the submission process, document format and configuration 

requirements established by the MSRB. The Annual Report shall also include all related 

information required by MSRB to accurately identify: (i) the category of information being 

provided; (ii) the period covered by the Annual Report; (iii) the issues or specific securities to 

which the Annual Report is related (including CUSIP number, Issuer name, state, issue 

description/securities name, dated date, maturity date, and/or coupon rate); (iv) the name of any 
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obligated person other than the Issuer; (v) the name and date of the document; and (vi) contact 

information for the Dissemination Agent or the Issuer’s submitter. 

(c) If the Issuer is unable to provide to EMMA an Annual Report by the date required 

in subsection (a), the Issuer shall send a notice in a timely manner to the MSRB in substantially 

the form attached as Appendix A. 

(d) If the Issuer’s fiscal year changes, the Issuer shall send a notice of such change to 

the MSRB in substantially the form attached as Appendix B. If such change will result in the 

Issuer’s fiscal year ending on a date later than the ending date prior to such change, the Issuer shall 

provide notice of such change to the MSRB on or prior to the deadline for filing the Annual Report 

in effect when the Issuer operated under its prior fiscal year. Such notice may be provided to the 

MSRB along with the Annual Report, provided that it is filed at or prior to the deadline described 

above. 

SECTION 4. Content of Annual Reports. The Issuer’s Annual Report shall contain or 

include by reference the following:  

(a) audited financial statements of the Issuer prepared pursuant to State laws, 

administrative rules and guidelines and pursuant to accounting and reporting policies conforming 

in all material respects to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governmental 

units as such principles are prescribed, in part, by the Financial Accounting Standards Board and 

modified by the Government Accounting Standards Board and in effect from time to time; and 

(b) additional annual financial information and operating data as set forth in the 

Official Statement under “CONTINUING DISCLOSURE”. 

Any or all of the items listed above may be included by specific reference to other 

documents, including official statements of debt issues of the Issuer or related public entities, 

which previously have been provided to each of the Repositories or filed with the SEC. If the 

document included by specific reference is a final official statement, it must be available from the 

MSRB. The Issuer shall clearly identify each such other document so included by reference. 

SECTION 5. Reporting of Significant Events. 

(a) The Issuer covenants to provide, or cause to be provided, notice in a timely manner 

not in excess of ten business days of the occurrence of any of the following events with respect to 

the Bonds in accordance with the Rule:  

(1) principal and interest payment delinquencies; 

(2) non-payment related defaults, if material; 

(3) unscheduled draws on debt service reserves reflecting financial difficulties; 

(4) unscheduled draws on credit enhancements reflecting financial difficulties; 

(5) substitution of credit or liquidity providers, or their failure to perform; 

(6) adverse tax opinions, the issuance by the Internal Revenue Service of 

proposed or final determinations of taxability, Notices of Proposed Issue 

(IRS Form 5701-TEB) or other material notices or determinations with 

respect to the tax status of the security, or other material events affecting 

the tax status of the security; 
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(7) modifications to rights of security holders, if material; 

(8) bond calls, if material, and tender offers; 

(9) defeasances; 

(10) release, substitution, or sale of property securing repayment of the 

securities, if material; 

(11) rating changes; 

(12) bankruptcy, insolvency, receivership or similar event of the Issuer or other 

obligated person; 

(13) the consummation of a merger, consolidation, or acquisition involving the 

Issuer or other obligated person or the sale of all or substantially all of the 

assets of the Issuer or other obligated person, other than in the ordinary 

course of business, the entry into a definitive agreement to undertake such 

an action or the termination of a definitive agreement relating to any such 

actions, other than pursuant to its terms, if material; 

(14) appointment of a successor or additional trustee or the change of name of a 

trustee, if material; 

(15) incurrence of a Financial Obligation of the Issuer or other obligated person, 

if material, or agreement to covenants, events of default, remedies, priority 

rights, or other similar terms of a Financial Obligation of the Issuer or other 

obligated person, any of which affect security holders, if material; 

(16) default, event of acceleration, termination event, modification of terms, or 

other similar events under the terms of a Financial Obligation of the Issuer 

or other obligated person, any of which reflect financial difficulties. 

(b) Whenever the Issuer obtains knowledge of the occurrence of a Listed Event, the 

Issuer shall as soon as possible determine if such event would constitute material information for 

the Bondholders, provided that any event other than those listed under Section 5(a)(2), (6), (7), 

(8), (10), (13), (14) or (15) above will always be deemed to be material. Events listed under Section 

5(a)(6) and (8) above will always be deemed to be material except with respect to that portion of 

those events which must be determined to be material. 

(c) The Issuer shall promptly cause a notice of the occurrence of a Listed Event, 

determined to be material in accordance with the Rule, to be electronically filed with EMMA, 

together with a significant event notice cover sheet substantially in the form attached as 

Appendix C. In connection with providing a notice of the occurrence of a Listed Event described 

in Section 5(a)(9) above, the Issuer shall include in the notice explicit disclosure as to whether the 

Bonds have been escrowed to maturity or escrowed to call, as well as appropriate disclosure of the 

timing of maturity or call. 

(d) The Issuer acknowledges that the “rating changes” referred to above in Section 

5(a)(11) of this Agreement may include, without limitation, any change in any rating on the Bonds 

or other indebtedness for which the Issuer is liable, or on any indebtedness for which the State is 

liable. 

(e) The Issuer acknowledges that it is not required to provide a notice of a Listed Event 

with respect to credit enhancement when the credit enhancement is added after the primary offering 

of the Bonds, the Issuer does not apply for or participate in obtaining such credit enhancement, 

and such credit enhancement is not described in the Official Statement. 
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SECTION 6. Termination of Reporting Obligation.  

(a) The Issuer’s obligations under this Agreement shall terminate upon the legal 

defeasance of the Resolution or the prior redemption or payment in full of all of the Bonds. 

(b) This Agreement, or any provision hereof, shall be null and void in the event that 

the Issuer (i) receives an opinion of nationally recognized bond counsel, addressed to the Issuer, 

to the effect that those portions of the Rule, which require such provisions of this Agreement, do 

not or no longer apply to the Bonds, whether because such portions of the Rule are invalid, have 

been repealed, amended or modified, or are otherwise deemed to be inapplicable to the Bonds, as 

shall be specified in such opinion, and (ii) delivers notice to such effect to the MSRB. 

SECTION 7. Dissemination Agent. The Issuer, from time to time, may appoint or engage 

a Dissemination Agent to assist it in carrying out its obligations under this Agreement, and may 

discharge any such Dissemination Agent, with or without appointing a successor Dissemination 

Agent. 

SECTION 8. Amendment. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, this 

Agreement may be amended, and any provision of this Agreement may be waived to the effect 

that:  

(a) such amendment or waiver is made in connection with a change in circumstances 

that arises from a change in legal requirements, a change in law or a change in the identity, nature 

or status of the Issuer, or the types of business in which the Issuer is engaged; 

(b) this Agreement as so amended or taking into account such waiver, would have 

complied with the requirements of the Rule at the time of the primary offering of the Bonds, after 

taking into account any amendments or interpretations of the Rule, as well as any change in 

circumstances, in the opinion of independent legal counsel; and 

(c) such amendment or waiver does not materially impair the interests of the 

Bondholders, in the opinion of independent legal counsel. 

If the amendment or waiver results in a change to the annual financial information required 

to be included in the Annual Report pursuant to Section 4 of this Agreement, the first Annual 

Report that contains the amended operating data or financial information shall explain, in narrative 

form, the reasons for the amendment and the impact of such change in the type of operating data 

or financial information being provided. If the amendment or waiver involves a change in the 

accounting principles to be followed in preparing financial statements, the Annual Report for the 

year in which the change is made shall present a comparison between the financial statements or 

information prepared based on the new accounting principles and those prepared based on the 

former accounting principles. The comparison should include a qualitative discussion of such 

differences and the impact of the changes on the presentation of the financial information. To the 

extent reasonably feasible, the comparison should also be quantitative. A notice of the change in 

the accounting principles should be sent by the Issuer to the MSRB. Further, if the annual financial 

information required to be provided in the Annual Report can no longer be generated because the 

operations to which it related have been materially changed or discontinued, a statement to that 

effect shall be included in the first Annual Report that does not include such information. 
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SECTION 9. Additional Information. Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to 

prevent the Issuer from disseminating any other information, using the means of dissemination set 

forth in this Agreement or any other means of communication, or including any other information 

in any Annual Report or notice of occurrence of a Listed Event, in addition to that which is required 

by this Agreement. If the Issuer chooses to include any information in any Annual Report or notice 

of occurrence of a Listed Event in addition to that which is specifically required by this Agreement, 

the Issuer shall have no obligation under this Agreement to update such information or include it 

in any future Annual Report or notice of occurrence of a Listed Event. 

SECTION 10. Default. In the event of a failure of the Issuer to comply with any provision 

of this Agreement, any Bondholder may take such actions as may be necessary and appropriate, 

including seeking mandamus or specific performance by court order, to cause the Issuer to comply 

with its obligations under this Agreement. A default under this Agreement shall not be deemed an 

Event of Default under the Resolution or the Bonds, and the sole remedy under this Agreement in 

the event of any failure of the Issuer to comply with the Agreement shall be an action to compel 

performance. 

SECTION 11. Duties of Dissemination Agent. The Dissemination Agent shall have only 

such duties as are specifically set forth in this Agreement. 

SECTION 12. Beneficiaries. This Agreement shall inure solely to the benefit of the Issuer, 

the Dissemination Agent, the Participating Underwriter, and the Bondholders and shall create no 

rights in any other person or entity. 

SECTION 13. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be construed and interpreted in 

accordance with the laws of the State, and any suits and actions arising out of this Agreement shall 

be instituted in a court of competent jurisdiction in the State. Notwithstanding the foregoing, to 

the extent this Agreement addresses matters of federal securities laws, including the Rule, this 

Agreement shall be construed and interpreted in accordance with such federal securities laws and 

official interpretations thereof. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF EAST 

LANSING 

COUNTIES OF INGHAM AND CLINTON 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

By: _______________________________________ 

Its:    Superintendent 

 

Dated:     , 2025 

25



 

A-1 

APPENDIX A 

NOTICE TO THE MSRB OF FAILURE TO FILE ANNUAL REPORT 

Name of Issuer: School District of the City of East Lansing, Ingham and Clinton Counties, 

Michigan 

Name of Bond Issue: 2025 School Building and Site, Series II, and Refunding Bonds (General 

Obligation - Unlimited Tax)  

Date of Bonds:    , 2025 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Issuer has not provided an Annual Report with 

respect to the above-named Bonds as required by Section 3 of its Continuing Disclosure 

Agreement with respect to the Bonds. The Issuer anticipates that the Annual Report will be filed 

by _____________. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF EAST 

LANSING 

COUNTIES OF INGHAM AND CLINTON 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 

 

By:  _____________________________________  

Its:    Superintendent 

Dated:    _______________________ 
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APPENDIX B 

NOTICE TO THE MSRB OF CHANGE IN ISSUER’S FISCAL YEAR 

Name of Issuer: School District of the City of East Lansing, Ingham and Clinton Counties, 

Michigan 

Name of Bond Issue: 2025 School Building and Site, Series II, and Refunding Bonds (General 

Obligation - Unlimited Tax)  

Date of Bonds:    , 2025 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Issuer’s fiscal year has changed. Previously, the 

Issuer’s fiscal year ended on ______________. It now ends on _________________. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF EAST 

LANSING 

COUNTIES OF INGHAM AND CLINTON 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 

 

By:  _____________________________________  

Its:    Superintendent 

Dated:     
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APPENDIX C  

SIGNIFICANT EVENT NOTICE COVER SHEET 

This cover sheet and significant event notice should be provided in an electronic format to the Municipal Securities 

Rulemaking Board pursuant to Securities and Exchange Commission Rule 15c2-12(b)(5)(i)(C) and (D). 

Issuer’s and/or other Obligated Person’s Name:    

Issuer’s Six-Digit CUSIP Number(s):    

or Nine-Digit CUSIP Number(s) to which this significant event notice relates:    

Number of pages of attached significant event notice:    

Description of Significant Events Notice (Check One):  

1.             Principal and interest payment delinquencies 

2.             Non-payment related defaults 

3.             Unscheduled draws on debt service reserves reflecting financial difficulties 

4.             Unscheduled draws on credit enhancements reflecting financial difficulties 

5.             Substitution of credit or liquidity providers, or their failure to perform 

6.             Adverse tax opinions, the issuance by the Internal Revenue Service of proposed or final 

determinations of taxability, Notices of Proposed Issue (IRS Form 5701-TEB) or other material 

notices or determinations with respect to the tax status of the security, or other material events 

affecting the tax status of the security 

7.             Modifications to rights of security holders 

8.             Bond calls 

9.             Tender offers 

10.             Defeasances 

11.             Release, substitution, or sale of property securing repayment of the securities 

12.             Rating changes 

13.             Bankruptcy, insolvency, receivership or similar event of the Issuer or other obligated person 

14.             The consummation of a merger, consolidation, or acquisition involving the Issuer or other obligated 

person or the sale of all or substantially all of the assets of the Issuer or other obligated person, other 

than in the ordinary course of business, the entry into a definitive agreement to undertake such an 

action or the termination of a definitive agreement relating to any such actions, other than pursuant 

to its terms 

15.             Appointment of a successor or additional trustee or the change of name of a trustee 

16.             Incurrence of a financial obligation of the Issuer or other obligated person 

17.             Agreement to covenants, events of default, remedies, priority rights, or other similar terms of a 

financial obligation that affect security holders 

18.             Default, event of acceleration, termination event, modification of terms, or other similar events under 

the terms of a financial obligation of the Issuer or other obligated person that reflect financial 

difficulties 

19.             Other significant event notice (specify)   

I hereby represent that I am authorized by the issuer or its agent to distribute this information publicly:  

Signature:    

Name:    Title:    

Employer:    

Address:    

City, State, Zip Code:    

Voice Telephone Number:  (                        )  

The MSRB Gateway is www.msrb.org or through the EMMA portal at emma.msrb.org/submission/ 

Submission_Portal.aspx. Contact the MSRB at (703) 797-6600 with questions regarding this form or the 

dissemination of this notice. The cover sheet and notice may also be faxed to the MAC at (313) 963-0943.

C-1 
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East Lansing • Novi • West Michigan 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated 

Date: January 24, 2025 

From: Christopher J. Iamarino 

Re: School District of the City of East Lansing, Ingham and Clinton Counties, Michigan 2025 School 

Building and Site, Series II, and Refunding Bonds - Conflict Waiver 

 

School District of the City of East Lansing (the “Issuer”) is preparing to offer the referenced bonds 

for sale to the public through a negotiated sale with Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated (“Stifel”). 

The Issuer has requested that we represent it in connection with the referenced transaction. Although we 

are not representing Stifel in any capacity in connection with the referenced transaction, Thrun Law Firm, 

P.C. (“Thrun”) may at times represent Stifel as underwriter’s counsel in other unrelated matters.  

The purpose of this memorandum is to evidence in writing Stifel’s acknowledgement of the service 

by Thrun as counsel to the Issuer in connection with the referenced transaction; and to obtain written 

confirmation of the waiver by Stifel of any conflict of interest that could be asserted with respect to the 

representation by Thrun of the Issuer in connection with the referenced transaction. If any litigation, dispute, 

claim, or other adversarial proceeding should arise between the Issuer and Stifel, Thrun will not (and would 

not be able to) represent either party in such dispute or proceeding. Further, Thrun will comply with the 

Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct, which limits the ability of Thrun to represent either party in other 

situations where their interests are adverse. We understand that the waiver granted by Stifel is subject to 

the agreement that our firm will not use any information gained in our firm’s current or prior representation 

of Stifel to the detriment of Stifel. We will advise the Issuer of the matters contained herein.  

For our records, I would appreciate receiving a copy of this memorandum, signed below, indicating 

your acknowledgement of, and consent to and waiver of, the matters described above. Please call if you 

have any questions or if you need any additional information. 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Acknowledged, consented to, and waived as of the date above: 

STIFEL, NICOLAUS & COMPANY, INCORPORATED 

By:     

Name:     

Title:     

cc: Dori Leyko, School District of the City of East Lansing 
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East Lansing • Novi • West Michigan 

CHRISTOPHER J. IAMARINO 
(517) 374-8862 
ciamarino@thrunlaw.com 

January 24, 2025 

Via Email and U.S. Mail 

Ms. Dori Leyko 
Superintendent of Schools 
School District of the City of East Lansing 
501 Burcham Drive 
East Lansing, Michigan 48823 

Re: 2025 School Building and Site, Series II, and Refunding Bonds 

Dear Ms. Leyko: 

Enclosed are the following: 

1. Three copies of the bond authorizing resolution to be adopted by your board at an upcoming 
regular meeting relative to the details of the issue and sale of the bonds. Please fill in all blanks and have the 
Secretary sign and certify the resolutions. Do not complete or sign the exhibits attached to the resolutions. 
After adoption, retain one copy of the resolution with the board’s minutes, and return two completed and fully 
executed copies to this office.  

Make certain that the enclosed resolution is adopted at a legal meeting of your board. If the meeting is 
not a regular meeting or the meeting date changes, please contact me immediately. If the meeting will be a 
special or rescheduled regular meeting, it would be preferable, but not legally required, for all board members 
to be present at the meeting. If one or more board members will participate in the board meeting virtually due to 
military service, please contact me. 

On occasion, Thrun Law Firm represents the underwriter on other matters unrelated to the issuance of 
the district’s bonds. We have included in the resolution a conflict waiver by the district concerning that 
representation. See the enclosed conflict waiver addressed to Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated for 
additional details. The school district is not required to consent to the conflict waiver, so please contact me if 
you have any concerns regarding the language in paragraph 21 of the resolution. 

2. A signature sheet which both the President and Secretary of your board must sign three times 
under their respective office title. Please return this to our office. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

THRUN LAW FIRM, P.C. 
 
 
By  

Christopher J. Iamarino 

CJI/klg 
Enclosures 
cc: Lisa Allen, Director of Finance (via email) 

PFM Financial Advisors LLC (via email) 
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated (via email) 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING 

COUNTIES OF INGHAM AND CLINTON 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 

The President and Secretary of the Board of Education each should sign their name on the 

lines below, ensuring the signatures do not overlap. These signatures are needed for printing 

facsimile signatures on the bonds, if necessary. 

PRESIDENT’S SIGNATURE SECRETARY’S SIGNATURE 

    

    

    

 ALSO, please type or print the names of the President, Secretary and Treasurer (as they 

sign legal documents) on the lines as indicated below: 

 

   

President  Secretary 

 

 

 

Treasurer   

 

 

(Please notify our office if the names of the officers should change during this issue.)  
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B. Purchase of Network Hardware
Motion: I move to approve the purchase of network hardware from 
MOSS in the amount of $556,359.55.
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509 Burcham Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823 
Technology & Media Services Department 

(517) 333-7418 Phone (517) 333-7404 Fax 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
February 3, 2025 
 
To: Board of Education 
From: Christian Palasty, Director of Technology & Media Services 
 
Subj: ACTION ITEM – Purchase of Network Hardware   
 
Motion: Move to approve the purchase of network hardware from MOSS in the amount of $556,359.55 
 
 
This purchase is for network hardware to replace hardware that was purchase with the 2012 Technology Bond. 
The hardware provides for connectivity and wireless access in the High School and MacDonald Middle School. 
 
We received eight (8) proposals and after extensive research and review we are selecting a proposal from 
MOSS in the amount of $556,359.55. The E-Rate program would pay for 60% of the project, leaving us eligible 
for $222,543.82. 
 
This project would be paid for using Sinking Fund dollars and has been on the schedule and budgeted for in 
coordination with Richard Pugh, Director of Finance. 
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C. Fiber Infrastructure Maintenance Agreement
Motion: I move to approve the contract for fiber network maintenance 
with Fiberlink for an amount to not exceed $34,200.00.
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509 Burcham Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823 
Technology & Media Services Department 

(517) 333-7418 Phone (517) 333-7404 Fax 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
February 3, 2025 
 
To: Board of Education 
From: Christian Palasty, Director of Technology & Media Services 
 
Subj: ACTION ITEM – FIBER INFRASTRUCTURE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 
 
Motion: Move to approve the contract for fiber network maintenance with Fiberlink for an amount to 
not exceed $34,200.00 
  
In December 2024 ELPS requested quotes for up to 75 hours of network fiber infrastructure maintenance 
through the Federal E-Rate program.  
 
We will be seeking approval to enter into a contract with FiberLink for annual maintenance, as needed. This is a 
non-obligation contract with the $34,200 as a ‘do not exceed’ amount for maintenance related to the ELPS fiber 
network. 
 
ELPS will pay no more than 40% or $13,680 for fiber maintenance work that will fall under this one-year 
agreement. 
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D. Purchase of UPS Devices
Motion: I move to approve the purchase and installation of UPS 
devices from MOSS in the amount of $101,022.54.
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509 Burcham Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823 
Technology & Media Services Department 

(517) 333-7418 Phone (517) 333-7404 Fax 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
February 3, 2025 
 
To: Board of Education 
From: Christian Palasty, Director of Technology & Media Services 
 
Subj: ACTION ITEM – Purchase of UPS Devices    
 
Motion: Move to approve the purchase and installation of UPS devices from MOSS in the amount of 
$101,022.54 
 
 
This request for approval is to fund the upgrade of the district’s Uninterruptible Power Supplies (UPS). These 
devices provide battery backup for the building technology closets and protect the network infrastructure 
hardware in the event of power fluctuations. 
 
ELPS published requests for pricing for the upgrade of the district UPS’s and the devices being replaced were 
purchased in 2012 using funds from the Technology Bond project.  
 
We received multiple bid options from six (6) vendors and after extensive research and review we are selecting 
a proposal from MOSS in the amount of $101,022.54, which includes $19,800 in installation. The E-Rate 
program would pay for 60% of the project, leaving ELPS eligible for $40,409.02. 
 
This project would be paid for using Sinking Fund dollars and has been on the schedule and budgeted for in 
coordination with Richard Pugh and Lisa Allen, Directors of Finance. 
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E. MASB Region 7 Board of Directors Election
Motion: I move the Board of Education to cast a vote for candidate 
__________ for MASB Region 7 Board of Directors (Guillermo 
Lopez, Cory McLaughlin, or Jack Temsey).
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2025 ELECTIONS 32 CANDIDATES FOR MASB BOARD of  DIRECTORS

Section 2. Active Members. The board of education of any public school district in Michigan may 
become an active member of the Association. Active members of the Association shall be divided into 
eight regions. The regions shall be designated according to intermediate school district boundaries. The 
regions shall be as follows: 

Region 1. Copper Country ISD, Delta-Schoolcraft ISD, Dickinson-Iron ISD, Eastern Upper Peninsula 
ISD, Gogebic-Ontonagon ISD, Marquette-Alger RESA and Menominee County ISD. 

Region 2. Alpena-Montmorency-Alcona ESD, Charlevoix- Emmet ISD, Cheboygan-Otsego-Presque Isle 
ESD, COOR ISD, Iosco RESA, Manistee ISD, Northwest Education Services and Wexford-Missaukee 
ISD. 

Region 3. Ionia County ISD, Kent ISD, Mecosta-Osceola ISD, Montcalm Area ISD, Muskegon Area 
ISD, Newaygo County RESA, Ottawa Area ISD and West Shore ESD. 

Region 4. Bay-Arenac ISD, Clare-Gladwin RESD, Clinton County RESA, Gratiot-Isabella RESD, Midland 
County ESA, Saginaw ISD and Shiawassee RESD. 

Region 5. Genesee ISD, Huron ISD, Lapeer County ISD, Sanilac ISD, St. Clair County RESA and 
Tuscola ISD. 

Region 6. Allegan Area ESA, Barry ISD, Berrien RESA, Branch ISD, Calhoun ISD, Heritage Southwest 
ISD, Kalamazoo RESA, St. Joseph County ISD and Van Buren ISD. 

Region 7. Eaton RESA, Hillsdale County ISD, Ingham ISD, Jackson County ISD, Lenawee ISD, 
Livingston ESA, Monroe County ISD and Washtenaw ISD. 

Region 8. Macomb ISD, Oakland Schools and Wayne RESA. 

Active members shall also be divided into the following seven groups based on pupil membership. 

Group I 	 All intermediate districts; 

Group II 	 School districts with a pupil membership of 0 - 1,400; 

Group III 	 School districts with a pupil membership of 1,401 - 2,500; 

Group IV 	 School districts with a pupil membership of 2,501 - 5,000; 

Group V 	 School districts with a pupil membership of 5,001 - 11,000; 

Group VI 	 School districts with a pupil membership of 11,001 - 40,000; and

Group VII 	 School districts with a pupil membership more than 40,000. 

Board of Directors’ Elections—Candidate Information	 4 
and Email Voting Procedures

Region 6 (One-Year Term)
TiAnna Harrison 	 Kalamazoo Public Schools, Kalamazoo County 	 5
Elizabeth O’Dell	 St. Joseph County ISD, St. Joseph County	 6

Region 7 (Three-Year Term)
Guillermo Z. Lopez	 Lansing School District, Ingham County 	 7
Cory McLaughlin	 Jefferson Schools, Monroe County 	 8
Jack Temsey	 Eaton RESA, Eaton County	 9

Region 8 (Three-Year Term)
Jason Babbage 	 Allen Park Public Schools, Wayne County 	 10
Anisha Hannah 	 Pontiac School District, Oakland County 	 11
Paul Kolin 	 Bloomfield Hills Schools, Oakland County 	 12
Roderick Means 	 Westwood Community School District, Wayne County  	 13
Randel Meisner  	 Fitzgerald Public Schools, Macomb County  	 14
Scott Wallace	 Fraser Public Schools	 15
Ursula (Wester) Rogers  	 Romulus Community Schools, Wayne County  	 16
Lisa Valerio-Nowc  	 Clintondale Community Schools, Macomb County  	 17

Note: Incumbents are bolded

MASB Bylaws – Article IV – Membership Table of Contents
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2025 ELECTIONS 54 CANDIDATES FOR MASB BOARD of  DIRECTORS

This year, eight seats on the MASB Board of Directors are up for election.  
 
The MASB Board of Directors is comprised of 23 members, including three at-large directors. Sixteen directors shall be elected from 
the eight regions, with two elected from each region; and one director per group shall be elected from Groups V, VI and VII. Directors 
are elected by active member school boards and, each year, several seats are up for election. The MASB President will nominate a 
member to serve as an at-large director, subject to Board approval.   
 
Board Limitations: 
Article VIII, Section 6 of the MASB Bylaws permits only one director to be elected or appointed from any one local or intermediate 
school district board.  
 
According to MASB Bylaws Article VIII, Section 8, if any nomination for the Board of Directors is unopposed, the Board of Directors 
shall declare the unopposed candidate elected without conducting an election for the uncontested group or region. 
 
This year, the following seats on the MASB Board are up for election (one seat each, three-year terms unless otherwise noted): 
Regions 1 (two-year term), 3, 4, 6 (open seat; one-year term), 7, 8 (open seat) and Groups V and VI. If you’re unsure of your 
district’s region or group, please see the list on page 2.  
 
•	 Region 1 will continue to be represented by Kristen Cambensy, Marquette Area Public Schools, (unopposed, no ballots will 

be sent) 
•	 Region 3 will continue to be represented by Rick Dernberger, Zeeland Public Schools and Ottawa Area Intermediate School 

District, (unopposed, no ballots will be sent) 
•	 Region 4 will continue to be represented by John Tramontana, DeWitt Public Schools,  (unopposed, no ballots will be sent) 
•	 Group V will continue to be represented by Stephen Hyer, Clarkston Community Schools, (unopposed, no ballots will be sent)
•	 Group VI will continue to be represented by Marc Siegler, Walled Lake Consolidated Schools, (unopposed, no ballots will be 

sent) 
 
Voting in Regions 6, 7 and 8 will take place via an online ballot. No local district/ISD funds can be used to campaign for anyone 
running for a seat. To help your board make an informed decision, the following pages contain background information and 
statements from each of the candidates.

Each district received ONE ballot, which was emailed to the superintendent secretary on record with MASB on Friday, Jan. 24, 2025. 
These ballots CANNOT be forwarded to anyone else. Once your board makes a decision on which candidate it wishes to vote for, 
please convey this information to your superintendent secretary.

 
Completed ballots must be cast and confirmed by the superintendent secretary by 1 p.m. on Wednesday, March 5, 2025.

Unofficial election results will be available on the voicemail recording at 517.327.5915 as soon as possible, but generally after 2 
p.m. on the deadline date. They will also be sent out via email that afternoon. Official results will be approved at the March 14, 2025, 
Board of Directors’ meeting, which newly elected directors should plan to attend. 
 
To summarize: 
•	 Ballot deadline is 1 p.m. on Wednesday, March 5, 2025. 
•	 MASB would like to remind all candidates for the MASB Board of Directors that no school district funds can be used for 

campaigning during the election. This rule prohibits a candidate from using their school district email account to send messages 
to other school board members. Therefore, a personal email account must be used for campaigning purposes when running for 
the MASB Board of Directors. If you have any questions about what may or may not constitute an expenditure of school district 
funds, please contact MASB’s Legal Counsel Brad Banasik, J.D. at bbanasik@masb.org or 517.327.5929.

•	 An electronic file containing the physical addresses and email addresses for the voting group or region shall be made available 
to each candidate running for election to the board of directors. The revokable license to use the addresses shall be limited to 
contacting school board members to share information about the MASB Board of Directors’ election.

•	 Have questions? Contact Cheryl Huffman at 517.327.5915 or chuffman@masb.org. 

Board of Directors’ Elections—Candidate Information 
and Email Voting Procedures

Region 6 (One-Year Term)

TiAnna Harrison
Kalamazoo Public Schools, Kalamazoo County 

Time served 
on this board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction 

Master Boardmember 

Master Diamond Offices held:
President, Vice 

President, Secretary 
and Treasurer

years

Election Statement:

My name is TiAnna Harrison, and as the current Board 
President for Kalamazoo Public Schools Board of Education, I 
bring over a decade of governance and leadership experience. 
Appointed in 2014, and reelected in 2020, I have had the 
honor of serving my community in various capacities, including 
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Through these positions, I have had a firsthand view of the 
challenges and opportunities in education, especially as we 
work to ensure all students have equitable access to high-
quality learning experiences. 

My experience serving in a district with diverse needs has 
given me a comprehensive understanding of the complexities 
facing school boards across Michigan, and I believe I can bring 
valuable insights to MASB. I am passionate about the power of 
public education to transform lives. Our work as school board 
members is critical in ensuring that every child has access to a 
high-quality education, no matter where they live. 

From advocating for equitable funding to addressing the 
mental health needs of students, the role of school boards 
has never been more important. Through my years of service, I 
have seen firsthand how strategic decision- making, thoughtful 
governance, and strong community partnerships can improve 
outcomes for students. I am seeking a seat on the MASB 
Board of Directors because I believe that the challenges we 
face in Michigan’s education system require a unified and 
strategic approach. 

I am particularly focused on the importance of state-level 
policies that allow local school boards to address the unique 
needs of their districts. I want to ensure that Michigan 
school boards have the tools and support they need to make 
informed decisions that benefit all students. 

From ensuring equitable funding to supporting the mental 
and emotional well-being of students and  staff, I am eager 
to contribute my experience and insights to support school 
boards across the state and advocate for policies that will 
create better outcomes for Michigan’s children. 

I would be honored to not only serve on the MASB Board of 
Directors, but also to continue advocating for policies that 
prioritize the needs of students, support educators, and 
strengthen our communities. Together, we can ensure that 
every Michigan student has the opportunity to succeed. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

TiAnna L. Harrison 

Kalamazoo Public Schools 

Trustee – Board of Education 

10
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2025 ELECTIONS 76 CANDIDATES FOR MASB BOARD of  DIRECTORS

Region 7 (Three-Year Term)

Guillermo Z Lopez
Lansing School District, Ingham County

Election Statement:

As we welcome the new year, we are also aware that changes in education funding from the federal government are 
very possible. As your director from Region 7, I will work closely with our MASB staff and pay close attention to how 
these changes may affect our educational system here in Michigan. I will also continue to support the work MASB 
has done in the area of equity in education in all its forms. Additionally, I will continue supporting districts that need 
training but are not in a position to cover the costs. I very much appreciate MASB staff who are continually looking at 
ways that we can expand these funding efforts. Finally, I hope you have enjoyed the newsletter coming directly from 
Region 7. 

INCUMBENT

Region 6 (One-Year Term)

Elizabeth O’Dell 
St. Joseph County ISD, St. Joseph County 

Election Statement:

The MASB is our collective voice on education at the state level, and it allows board members to be informed 
about educational issues. I think the Director for the Region’s role is to ensure that our voice is heard as the MASB 
discusses issues and concerns. The Past President, Kathleen Moore, was able to model how to accomplish that task 
positively. I cannot fill her shoes; I am unsure if anyone can. 

I have been an active St. Joseph County ISD member for 27 years. I have taken advantage of opportunities to learn 
about best practices for serving and supporting the education process in our communities. I have held various 
positions, from member to president. 

I have worked with the parent-teacher association, band, and athletic booster clubs. I have served on the special 
education advisory committee. I have enjoyed serving as a delegate to MASB membership  meetings in my county. 
Through this process, I have learned what various boards are concerned about as they present resolutions and 
amendments to the Board of Directors, which has deepened my  understanding of how our collective needs are 
connected. 

I have and will continue to advocate for a strong public education. My children and I are products of public education. 
I obtained my bachelor’s degree from Ball State University and my graduate degree from Western Michigan 
University. 

I am not new to service, advocacy, listening, and striving to assist others to make positive change. I am a retired CEO 
of St. Joseph County Community Mental Health and use my time currently as a volunteer in my church, for American 
Red Cross Disaster Relief, as a substitute teacher, as well as working with a variety of social action services through 
my sorority, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. 

I am seeking this position to advocate for the needs of our small and large communities. I am a champion for public 
education, and with your vote, I can take my commitment to this service to the next level. 

Time served 
on this board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction 

Master Boardmember 

Master Diamond Offices held:
President, Vice 

President, Secretary 
and Treasurer

years27
Time served 

on this board: MASB Certification:
Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction 

Master Boardmember 

Offices held:
President, and 

Treasurer

years24
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2025 ELECTIONS 98 CANDIDATES FOR MASB BOARD of  DIRECTORS

Region 7 (Three-Year Term)

Jack Temsey 
Eaton RESA, Eaton County 

Time served 
on this board:

Time served on 
another board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction 

Master Boardmember 

Master Diamond 

Master Platinum 
Offices held:

Offices held:
President, Vice 

President, Secretary 
and TreasurerSecretary and 

Treasurer

years
years

Potterville 
Public Schools

Election Statement:

As a Board of Education Trustee, I feel we are the voice 
for our children. We need to utilize this voice to ensure 
we can offer our children the education they deserve, 
regardless of the struggles that we face behind the 
scenes. 

We need to direct this voice to those who create 
legislation that we feel will adversely affect public 
education, as well as remember to offer praise to those 
who show us favor and offer to help. I believe the voice 
of our boards and communities can make a difference. 
I have strived to become the best board member I can 
be. One of the ways that I have tried to accomplish this is 
by becoming certified through the MASB’s CBA program. 
I have gained a wealth of knowledge by attending 
classes, conferences and other various events as well as 
networking with board members from around the state. 

Public education is as diverse as our country. There 
are no single fix-all solutions that work for every 
school district. I feel that bringing the voice of small 
communities and small districts to the forefront is 
important. I would like to continue advocating to provide 

adequate and equitable funding for ALL districts. 
Adequate funding is sufficient funding to provide basic 
schooling. Equitable funding is based on fairness.  

I previously served the Potterville Public Schools Board 
of Education for eight years. During this time, I served 
on the Policy, Community Relations and Technology 
Committees, as well as Secretary and Treasurer. I have 
been an Eaton RESA Trustee for eight years, serving 
on the Building and Grounds and Finance and Audit 
Committees as well as Secretary, Vice President and 
Treasurer. I am currently serving again as President. 

Additionally, I have served MASB as a member of the 
Curriculum and Instruction Committee and Government 
Relations Committee plus served as its Vice Chairman, 
also on the Resolutions and Bylaws committee, and as 
its Vice Chairman. I am currently serving again on the 
Government Relations Committee as its Vice Chairman. 

I would be honored to serve on the MASB Board of 
Directors to represent you, our Region, and our students. 
I want to bring your voices to the table to further benefit 
the future of public education. 

88

Region 7 (Three-Year Term)

Cory McLaughlin 
Jefferson Schools, Monroe County 

Election Statement:

Since joining the Jefferson School Board in 2014, I have been dedicated to ensuring that every decision we make 
is in the best interest of our students. I am passionate about creating opportunities for all learners and believe 
that every child deserves access to a high-quality education that meets their unique needs and aspirations. 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs are a priority for me because they provide students with real-
world skills and open doors to meaningful careers. I also strongly advocate for advanced classes to challenge and 
inspire high-achieving students, ensuring they are prepared for post-secondary education and beyond. Equally 
important is my commitment to special education, as I believe every child, regardless of ability, deserves the 
resources and support to thrive. 

My experience on the Jefferson School Board has taught me the importance of collaboration, fiscal responsibility 
and community engagement. I bring a student-centered approach to decision-making and strive to build 
partnerships that benefit our schools. Serving on the MASB Board of Directors would allow me to expand this 
work, sharing best practices and advocating for policies that empower all districts to succeed. 

I am running for this position because I am deeply committed to advancing education in Michigan and ensuring 
that every child has access to the tools and opportunities they need to achieve their full potential. 

Time served 
on this board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember (CBA 101) 

Offices held:
President and 

Secretary

years11
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Anisha Hannah 
Pontiac School District, Oakland County 

Election Statement:

I view education as the key to unlocking the door of possibilities. I believe that every child should have access to 
a quality education. One that will equip them with the skills and knowledge to lead productive, fruitful lives and 
make a positive contribution to society. I believe that every student can learn; some may require the use of different 
methodologies. My concern about the educational system is that too much emphasis has been placed on test scores 
as opposed to the success of the whole child. 

Currently, as the Director of Strategic Partnership & Initiatives with the Pontiac Collective Impact Partnership, I 
lead collaborative efforts with nonprofits, government agencies, and educational institutions to enhance economic 
and academic outcomes. In this role, I have successfully developed initiatives and set goals for the City of Pontiac 
with partners that support Oakland County’s goal of 80 by 30, ensuring program sustainability and growth. My 
experience as Board President with the City of Pontiac School Board of Education has further honed my ability to 
manage complex budgets, engage with diverse stakeholders, and advocate for initiatives that benefit community 
members from various socioeconomic backgrounds. These experiences have equipped me with the skills to identify 
challenges, implement data-driven improvements, and ensure that programs achieve measurable outcomes. 

It is my desire to serve on the MASB Board of Directors to provide a voice for the minority students that reside in 
lower socioeconomic backgrounds. The views and opinions of minority students and families are often overlooked 
and unheard. Serving on the MASB Board of Directors would allow me the opportunity to represent a demographic 
and community who benefits the most from public education. 

I am enthusiastic about the opportunity to learn and contribute to impactful programs and policies that will support 
children in Michigan’s school districts. 

I am eager to bring my dedication to education and the Pontiac community to the MASB platform. 

Region 8 (Three-Year Term)

Jason Babbage 
Allen Park Public Schools, Wayne County 

Election Statement:

I am an alumnus and lifelong resident of the Allen Park Public School District. Family and education are at the top 
of my interests, loves and passions, and certainly go hand in hand with the MASB Board of Directors position for 
Region 8. Inspired by family members holding political positions leading the way and showing me what it is to serve 
the community; I can only hope to follow in their footsteps and use my unique position and family connections to 
influence policy. 

I am looking forward to serving on the MASB Board of Directors to help promote a unified and communitive board 
of directors that focuses on the major issues facing us in the educational community. Some of these issues include 
unfunded policies, declining enrollment, higher education standards, advances in educational technology, and 
more. To navigate these issues, we need to be open to change and willing to support new ideas whether it is adding 
sensory rooms or going from textbooks to technology. 

I hold a master’s degree in automotive systems engineering and a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from 
U-M Dearborn, and work at Ford Motor Company as an engineer in exterior automotive lighting and am considered 
one of the top experts in headlamp aim (HLA). I achieved my MASB Level 2 award of merit and look forward to 
getting more MASB classes under my belt. I have two children attending Allen Park schools and it’s family that’s 
been the driving force of involvement in the community and schools. 

I would like to serve on the MASB Board of Directors because I believe I will bring a different perspective, drive and 
policy influence that will be beneficial to Region 8.

Time served 
on this board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

years2
Time served 

on this board: MASB Certification:
Certified Boardmember 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction

Offices held:
President and 

Secretary

years3
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Roderick Means
Westwood Community School District, Wayne County

Election Statement:

As a passionate advocate for quality education, my vision for our educational system centers on equity, innovation 
and community engagement. Every student, regardless of background, should have access to high-quality 
educational opportunities that prepare them for future success. My primary concerns include addressing disparities 
in educational resources, integrating technology, and fostering strong partnerships within our communities. 

As a single parent of two young boys, I began as a little league baseball and football coach. I served a Cub and Boy 
Scout leader, from Tiger Cub Coordinator to Cubmaster and Assistance Boy Scout leader. I served on many Athletic 
and booster clubs in the High School. I spearheaded initiatives that improved academic outcomes and strengthened 
community ties. For the last 20 years, I have worked as an Application Developer at the University of Michigan Ann 
Arbor, gaining valuable insights into educational technology. 

I have actively contributed to the field of education beyond my immediate roles by serving on various MASB 
committees, including Government Relations, Bylaws and Policy, and Board Leadership and Training. These 
committees have allowed me to work collaboratively on critical issues affecting our schools and have deepened 
my understanding of governance and policy frameworks. Additionally, I have served as an MASB Board Mentor, 
supporting new board members in their roles and fostering effective leadership and governance. 

My decision to seek a position on the MASB Board of Directors stems from a deep commitment to effecting systemic 
change. Serving on the board will allow me to leverage my experience to advocate for equitable funding, support 
professional development for educators, and integrate technology to enhance learning. I am dedicated to fostering 
transparency and accountability to ensure that all decisions are in the best interest of our students. In conclusion, 
my extensive experience in education, coupled with my dedication to improving our educational system, uniquely 
positions me to contribute meaningfully to the MASB Board of Directors. I am eager to drive positive change, support 
our educators, and ensure every student has the opportunity to succeed. Thank you for considering my candidacy. 

Region 8 (Three-Year Term)

Paul Kolin
Bloomfield Hills Schools, Oakland County

Election Statement:

Education is the cornerstone of our society, shaping not only the minds of the next generation but also the future of 
our communities and the world. I believe that a high-quality education system equips students with the skills and 
knowledge necessary to thrive, fosters critical thinking, and nurtures a lifelong love of learning. Beyond academics, 
education must prepare individuals to engage as informed, empathetic and responsible citizens. 

My passion for education stems from witnessing its transformative power in my own life and in the lives of others. 
I firmly believe that every child deserves access to equitable opportunities, regardless of their background or 
circumstances. This requires a commitment to removing barriers, supporting educators, and fostering innovative 
practices that address the diverse needs of all learners. 

Serving on the MASB board is an opportunity to advocate for these values at a broader level. The Michigan 
Association of School Boards plays a pivotal role in strengthening public education by providing leadership, 
governance and support to local districts. As a board member, I would work collaboratively to ensure that policies 
and resources are aligned with the goal of fostering student success and community engagement. 

My background in Bloomfield Hills for the last 10 years and being a teacher in the past has equipped me with 
the skills to navigate complex challenges, analyze data-driven solutions, and build consensus among diverse 
stakeholders. I am committed to listening to educators, parents, and students to understand their needs and bring 
their voices to the decision-making table. 

By serving on the MASB board, I hope to contribute to a shared vision of educational excellence, ensuring that every 
child in Michigan receives the education they deserve. Together, we can create a stronger future for our students and 
our communities. 

Time served 
on this board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction 

Offices held:
President, Vice 

President, Secretary 
and Treasurer

years10
Time served 

on this board: MASB Certification:
Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction 

Master Boardmember 

Master Diamond 

Master Platinum 

President’s Award 

Offices held:
President, Vice 

President, Secretary 
and Treasurer

years28

49



2025 ELECTIONS 1514 CANDIDATES FOR MASB BOARD of  DIRECTORS

Region 8 (Three-Year Term)

Randel Meisner
Fitzgerald Public Schools, Macomb County

Election Statement:

CONCERNS: We need sustainable funding for public education at all levels. Teacher retention. Teacher shortages. 
Full funding for special education. Offset the MPSERS cost. 

EXPERIENCE: MISD Legislative Committee, MISD Budget Review, participate in annual legislative strategic planning 
sessions. Attend the state Annual Leadership Conferences and National School Board Conferences. Awarded the 
MASB President’s Award. 

I would appreciate a chance to serve on the MASB board of directors so that I can add a fresh viewpoint to the 
board. I enjoy working with other board members for a common goal. 

Time served 
on this board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction 

Master Boardmember 

Master Diamond 

Master Platinum 

President’s Award 

Offices held:
Vice President, 
Secretary and 

Treasurer

years12

Region 8 (Three-Year Term)

Scott Wallace
Fraser Public Schools

Election Statement:

Region 8 is comprised of many different students with many different backgrounds, and all deserve a quality 
education regardless of where they live. 

I am proud to serve in the same district where I, and my three children, have graduated from. I am an Eagle Scout 
and have coached soccer and basketball as well as served as an officer on the Board of Directors for the Fraser 
Soccer Club for four years. I have been the President of Fraser Public Schools Board of Education since 2022 and a 
board member since 2017. 

I have worked with the MASB since becoming a school board member and have seen the many good things that 
come from us all working towards making education in Michigan better for all of our kids. 

Working on the MASB legislative committee for three years I got to see up close how important it is for us to continue 
to be heard in Lansing and I hope to take this opportunity to continue making sure our region’s concerns are heard. I 
thank you for the opportunity to serve. 

Time served 
on this board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction 

Master Boardmember 

Offices held:
President, Vice 
President and 

Treasurer

years8
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Lisa Valerio-Nowc
Clintondale Community Schools, Macomb County 

Election Statement:

As a librarian for over thirty years with experiences in school libraries, and in the classroom, I understand the 
complex issues in education today. Teachers and students are finding their classrooms changing almost daily with 
new technology, apps and tools that, at times, seem overwhelming. Added to this are the challenges that are faced 
every day of surviving in a society that seems to be controlled by “notifications” on our phones and computers. My 
aim is to make my school district a safe place to learn and grow. With this in mind, as a MASB Board member, I 
believe that my contributions will aid the organization in finding meaningful solutions that will help schools support 
their communities better. 

Education is not just a word that conveys what a person learns. It is what that person does with the education 
that makes an impact on our community and world. It is an honor to be a part of a profession that guides the next 
generation. I have been a School Librarian, Library Director of Baker College, and served in leadership positions in 
public libraries. Currently, I am the Assistant Manager/Children’s Librarian at Chaney Branch/Detroit Public Library. 
In each of these positions I have made it a goal to help children and adults with their lifelong pursuit of learning. In 
my opinion, once you stop learning, you stop growing. 

In closing, it is without a doubt in my mind that I am qualified and ready to serve as a Board of Director member for 
the MASB. I am ready to serve and make a positive impact with the organization. 

Time served 
on this board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Offices held:
Secretary

years2

Region 8 (Three-Year Term)

Ursula (Wester) Rogers 
Romulus Community Schools, Wayne County

Election Statement:

I am deeply passionate about ensuring that every student in Michigan has access to a high-quality, equitable 
education. However, there are significant challenges that must be addressed, including disparities in funding, access 
to resources, and the growing mental health needs of students. These issues disproportionately impact students 
from marginalized communities, and I firmly believe it is our collective responsibility to create a system that is 
inclusive, supportive, and designed to meet the needs of all learners. 

Throughout my career, I have had the privilege of working in various educational settings, including as a substitute 
teacher, secretary, human resources professional, and school board member. These roles have provided me 
with a firsthand understanding of the challenges educators face, from budget cuts to the increasing demands on 
teachers’ time and resources. Additionally, I have served on committees focused on policy, human resources, school 
improvement, and curriculum, gaining valuable insights into the intricacies of school governance. 

Beyond my professional experience, I have been actively involved with the Romulus Athletic Club for 24 years as 
treasurer and cheerleading coach for a youth football organization. This work has allowed me to connect with 
students in alternative ways, providing them with positive outlets to compete, grow, and discover what drives them. 
Through all of these experiences, I have gained a comprehensive understanding of how local school boards can 
influence state and national education policies. These experiences have strengthened my expertise in governance 
and advocacy, which I believe would be an asset to the MASB Board of Directors. 

I wish to serve on the MASB Board of Directors because I am committed to ensuring that Michigan’s school boards 
have the tools, resources, and support they need to advocate effectively for students. MASB is uniquely positioned to 
unite school boards across the state to address shared challenges, promote best practices, and advocate for policies 
that improve funding, access to resources, and student outcomes. I am eager to collaborate with fellow board 
members to create lasting, positive change for Michigan’s students and educators.

Thank you for considering my candidacy. 

Time served 
on this board: MASB Certification:

Certified Boardmember Award 

Award of Merit 

Award of Distinction 

Master Boardmember 

Offices held:
President, Secretary 

and Treasurer

years8
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2025

MISSION

VISION

To provide high-quality educational leadership services for all 
Michigan boards of education and to advocate for an equitable and 
exceptional public education that leads to improved outcomes for 
all students.

A well-governed, effective public school for every Michigan student.
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X. Committee Reports 
A. Academic and Technology Committee
B. Facilities Committee
C. Finance Committee
D. Intergovernmental Relations
E. Personnel Committee
F. Policy Committee
G. Ingham School Officers Association (ISOA)
 

XI. Announcements 
A. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Education meeting is 
February 24, 2025.
 

XII. Adjournment 

Respectfully Submitted,

Dori Leyko
Superintendent
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