
East Lansing Board of Education
   509 Burcham Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823

______________________________________________

Regular Meeting
September 23, 2024 - 7:00 PM

Board Room
509 Burcham Drive

East Lansing, Michigan 48823

Agenda

I. Opening of Meeting
A. Call to Order 
B. Roll Call
C. Mission Statement: Nurturing Each Child, Educating All Students, Building 
World Citizens
D. Approval of Agenda
Motion: The Board of Education approve the agenda of the September 23, 2024, 
regular meeting, as presented.
E. Approval of Minutes
Motion: The Board of Education approve the following minutes.
 

1. September 9, 2024, regular meeting
 

II. Recognition
 
III. Student Representative Report
 
IV. Superintendent's Report
 
V. Public Comment:  This is the opportunity to address the Board.  Speakers are to 
confine their remarks to five minutes.  If a speaker requires more than five minutes, 
after all other persons who have requested to speak during this part of the meeting 
have spoken, that speaker will be allowed additional time.  The Superintendent or 
other district staff may comment to clear up or avoid significant misunderstandings. 
 
VI. Presentation

A. Dave Nielsen, Maner Costerisan, Audited Financial Statements Year Ended 
June 30, 2024
 

VII. Board Discussion
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VIII. Action Items
A. World Language Department trip to Quebec, Canada
Motion: The Board of Education approve the trip request from Ms. 
Christopoulos, to travel to Quebec, Canada June 14-20, 2025. 
 
B. Audited Financial Statements for the Year Ended June 30, 
2024
Motion: The Board of Education accept the audited financial 
statements for the year ended June 30, 2024, as presented.
 

IX. Committee Reports 
A. Academic and Technology Committee
B. Facilities Committee
C. Finance Committee
D. Intergovernmental Relations
E. Personnel Committee
F. Policy Committee
 

X. Announcements 
A. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Education is October 
14, 2024.
 

XI. Adjournment 

Respectfully Submitted,

Dori Leyko
Superintendent
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East Lansing Public Schools  
Regular Meeting 
Monday, September 9, 2024 7:00 PM Eastern 

Board Room 
509 Burcham Drive 

East Lansing, Michigan 48823   

   
  
I. Opening of Meeting 

I.A. Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order by President Chris Martin at 7:00 pm. 

I.B. Roll Call 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Present: 10. 
 
I.C. Mission Statement: Nurturing Each Child, Educating All Students, Building World Citizens 

The mission statement was read by Dr. Estrella Torrez. 

I.D. Approval of Agenda 
Motion 24-25/016: The Board of Education approves the agenda of the September 9, 2024, 
regular meeting, as presented. 
 
This motion, made by Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen and seconded by Mr. Gary Holbrook, Passed. 

Friendly amendment made by Dr. Kath Edsall to include the addition to the consent agenda 
as follows: 
 
V. Consent Agenda 

 
B. Hiring of Robert Richards pending clean background check - 1.0 FTE Spanish 
Teacher at MacDonald Middle School at BA Step 3 effective September 11, 2024. 

 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Mr. Gary Holbrook: 
Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Mr. Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye  
 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

Dr. Terah Chambers:    Present    

Dr. Kath Edsall:    Present    

Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen:    Present    

Mr. Gary Holbrook:    Present    

Dr. Elizabeth Lyons:    Present    

Mr. Chris Martin:    Present    

Dr. Estrella Torrez:    Present    

Student Representative Stella Alfredson Present 

Student Representative Holyn Walsh Present 

Superintendent Dori Leyko Present 

3



September 9, 2024 
Page 2 

I.E. Approval of Minutes 
Motion 24-25/017: The Board of Education approves the following minutes as presented. 
 

I.E.1. August 26, 2024, regular meeting 

This motion, made by Dr. Elizabeth Lyons and seconded by Dr. Terah Chambers, Passed. 
 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Mr. Gary Holbrook: 
Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Mr. Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye  
 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

II. Recognition 

No Recognition 
  

III. Student Representative Report 

• Fall Sports are continuing 
o Swim and Dive 
o Volleyball 
o Tennis 
o Football 

• Homecoming Week – theme is Here Comes the Sun. 

• Homecoming Court was announced and there are 21 students on Court. 

• Spirit Week with different themes each day. 

• Club Rush took place last week. 
 

IV. Superintendent's Report 
  

Click here for Superintendent’s Report. 

Discussion followed. 

V. Consent Agenda 
Motion 24-25/018: The Board of Education approves the consent agenda to include the following: 

 
V.A. Hiring of Allison Vinton - 1.0 FTE School Social Worker at Robert L 
Green Elementary at MA Step 12 effective September 23, 2024. 
 
V.B. Hiring of Robert Richards pending clean background check - 1.0 FTE Spanish 
Teacher at MacDonald Middle School at BA Step 3 effective September 11, 2024. 

 

This motion, made by Dr. Kath Edsall and seconded by Dr. Terah Chambers, Passed. 
 

Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Mr. Gary Holbrook: Aye, 
Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Mr. Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye  
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Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

VI. Public Comment:  This is the opportunity to address the Board.  Speakers are to confine their 
remarks to five minutes.  If a speaker requires more than five minutes, after all other persons who 
have requested to speak during this part of the meeting have spoken, that speaker will be allowed 
additional time.  The Superintendent or other district staff may comment to clear up or avoid 
significant misunderstandings.  
  

• Betsy Planck - 2180 Trafalger, East Lansing – Accountability 

• Brad Lutz - 304 Brookfield Cir, East Lansing - DEI 
 

VII. Board Discussion 
  

No Board Discussion 

VIII. Action Items 

VIII.A. Policy Manual Updates 
Motion 24-25/019: The Board of Education approves the July 2024 Thrun Policy Updates for series 
2000–4000, as presented. 
  
This motion, made by Dr. Terah Chambers and seconded by Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen, Passed 
 
Friendly amendment made by Dr. Kath Edsall to revise Policy 4105A replacing he/she with 
they. 
 
Friendly amendment made by Mr. Gary Holbrook to revise Policy 4105B replacing he/she with 
they. 
 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Mr. Gary Holbrook: 
Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Mr. Chris Martin: Aye, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Aye  
 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

 
Discussion followed. 

IX. Committee Reports  

IX.A. Academic and Technology Committee 

• Next meeting is September 16 at 12:00 pm 

IX.B. Facilities Committee 

• Will be scheduling a meeting soon 

IX.C. Finance Committee 

• No report 
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IX.D. Intergovernmental Relations 

• No report 

IX.E. Personnel Committee 

• No report 

IX.F. Policy Committee 

• Next meeting is September 16 at 10:30 

• Will discuss Series 5000 policy updates 
  

X. Announcements  

X.A. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Education is September 23, 2024. 
  

XI. Adjournment  

The meeting was called adjourned by President Chris Martin at 7:37 pm. 

 

President 
 
 

Secretary 
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Nurturing each child • Educating all students • Building world citizens 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
 TO: ELPS Board of Education 
 
 FROM: Glenn Mitcham 
 
SUBJECT: Action Item:  World Language Department trip to Quebec, Canada 
 
 DATE: September 16, 2024 
 
Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended that the Board approve the trip request from Ms. Christopoulos, to 
travel to Quebec, Canada June 14-20, 2025.   
 
Background: 
 
In short, the trip will provide students with authentic interaction in the target language 
and personal connection with the rich culture tradition of the French-Canadian culture.  
 
In keeping with district policy, bids from three tour companies, as well as other required 
information was provided within the information packet to the Board. 
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Nurturing each child • Educating all students • Building world citizens 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
TO:  ELPS Board of Education, Dori Leyko, Superintendent 
 
FROM:  Richard Pugh, Director of Finance & Operations 
 
SUBJECT: Action Item – Audited Financial Statements for the Year Ended June 

30, 2024 
 
DATE:  September 11, 2024 
 
 
Recommendation: 

 
It is recommended that the Board of Education accept the audited financial statements 
for the year ended June 30, 2024 as presented.  

 
Background: 
 
Districts are required to have an annual independent audit of its year-end financial 
statements.  The attached audited financial statements will be posted to the District’s 
website per transparency reporting requirements.  Dave Nielsen, Principal from Maner 
Costerisan, CPAs will present the audited financial statement to the Board of Education 
on September 23, 2024.  
 
The June 30, 2024 General Fund fund balance is $15,960,868 (28.3% of total revenues 
and other financing sources) or an increase of $458,914 from prior year.  The audited 
ending fund balance is an increase over the final budget revision by $995,003 (1.8% of 
total expenditures).  Page 55 of the Report on Financial Statements is a nice summary 
of the General Fund budget to actual results.     
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