
East Lansing Board of Education
   509 Burcham Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823

______________________________________________

Regular Meeting
August 26, 2024 - 7:00 PM

Board Room
509 Burcham Drive

East Lansing, Michigan 48823

Agenda

I. Opening of Meeting
A. Call to Order 
B. Roll Call
C. Mission Statement: Nurturing Each Child, Educating All Students, Building 
World Citizens
D. Approval of Agenda
Motion: The Board of Education approves the August 26, 2024, regular meeting 
agenda, as presented.
E. Approval of Minutes
Motion: The Board of Education approves the minutes from the following 
meeting:

1. August 12, 2024, regular meeting 
 

II. Recognition
 
III. Student Representative Report

A. Introduction of Student Representatives for 2024-25
 

IV. Superintendent's Report
 
V. Consent Agenda 
Motion: The Board of Education approves the consent agenda to include the 
following:

A. Hiring of Barbara Zenner - 1.0 FTE Resource Room Teacher at 
Donley Elementary at MA Step 16 effective August 26, 2024.
 
B. Hiring of Layna Lesnau - 1.0 FTE Art Teacher at Marble 
Elementary at MA Step 10 effective August 26, 2024.
 

VI. Public Comment:  This is the opportunity to address the Board.  Speakers are 
to confine their remarks to five minutes.  If a speaker requires more than five 
minutes, after all other persons who have requested to speak during this part of the 
meeting have spoken, that speaker will be allowed additional time.  The 
Superintendent or other district staff may comment to clear up or avoid significant 
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misunderstandings. 
 
VII. Board Discussion
 
VIII. Action Items

A. German Field Trip
Motion: The Board of Education approves the trip request from Adam 
Orange and Robert Filter for a high school trip to Germany in the 
summer of 2025.
 

IX. Committee Reports 
A. Academic and Technology Committee
B. Facilities Committee
C. Finance Committee
D. Intergovernmental Relations
E. Personnel Committee
F. Policy Committee
 

X. Announcements 
 
XI. Adjournment 

Respectfully Submitted,

Dori Leyko
Superintendent
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East Lansing Public Schools  
Regular Meeting 
Monday, August 12, 2024 7:00 PM Eastern 

Board Room 
509 Burcham Drive 

East Lansing, Michigan 48823   

   
  
I. Opening of Meeting 

I.A. Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order by Vice President Elizabeth Lyons at 7:00 pm.  

I.B. Roll Call 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Present: 5, Absent: 3. 

I.C. Mission Statement: Nurturing Each Child, Educating All Students, Building World Citizens 
The mission statement was read by Trustee Kath Edsall 

I.D. Approval of Agenda 
Motion: 24-25/005: The Board of Education approves the August 12, 2024, regular meeting 
agenda, as presented. 
 
This motion, made by Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen and seconded by Dr. Kath Edsall, Passed. 
 
Mr. Gary Holbrook: Absent, Mr. Chris Martin: Absent, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Absent, Dr. Terah 
Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye  
 
Aye: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 3 

I.E. Approval of Minutes 
Motion: 24-25/006: The Board of Education approves the following minutes as presented. 
 

I.E.1. July 22, 2024, regular meeting 
 
This motion, made by Dr. Kath Edsall and seconded by Dr. Terah Chambers, Passed. 
 
Mr. Gary Holbrook: Absent, Mr. Chris Martin: Absent, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Absent, Dr. Terah 
Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye  
 
Aye: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 3 

Dr. Terah Chambers:    Present    

Dr. Kath Edsall:    Present    

Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen:    Present    

Mr. Gary Holbrook:    Absent    

Dr. Elizabeth Lyons:    Present    

Mr. Chris Martin:    Absent    

Dr. Estrella Torrez:    Absent    

Superintendent Dori Leyko Present 
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II. Recognition 
  

• No recognition 

III. Superintendent's Report 
 

• Click here for the Superintendent’s Report. 
 
Discussion followed 
  

IV. Consent Agenda  
Motion: 24-25/007: The Board of Education approve the consent agenda to including the 
following item: 
 
IV.A. New Hires 

IV.A.1. Hiring of Natalie Johnston - 1.0 FTE 3rd Grade Teacher at Marble Elementary at 
MA Step 3 effective August 26, 2024. 
 
IV.A.2. Hiring of Kathleen Mikulec - 1.0 FTE 4th Grade Teacher at Robert L 
Green Elementary at BA Step 8 effective August 26, 2024. 
 

This motion, made by Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen and seconded by Dr. Kath Edsall, Passed. 
 
Mr. Gary Holbrook: Absent, Mr. Chris Martin: Absent, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Absent, Dr. Terah 
Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye  
 
Aye: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 3 

  
V. Public Comment:  This is the opportunity to address the Board.  Speakers are to confine their 
remarks to five minutes.  If a speaker requires more than five minutes, after all other persons who 
have requested to speak during this part of the meeting have spoken, that speaker will be allowed 
additional time.  The Superintendent or other district staff may comment to clear up or avoid 
significant misunderstandings.   

• Ross Gorman, ELEA 

Superintendent Leyko cleared up some misunderstandings. 

VI. Board Discussion 
  

• Dr. Kath Edsall – Action items on the agenda; reiterated Superintendent Leyko’s points to 
clear up the misunderstandings. 

VII. Action Items 

VII.A. Bond Stipends 
Motion: 24-25/008: The Board of Education approve Bond Stipends for contract year 2024-25 
related to extra duties and responsibilities for the Safety, Security and Accessibility Bond 
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Project. 
  
This motion, made by Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen and seconded by Dr. Kath Edsall, Passed. 
 
Mr. Gary Holbrook: Absent, Mr. Chris Martin: Absent, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Absent, Dr. Terah 
Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye  
 
Aye: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 3 

VII.B. Contract Amendment for Director of Finance 
Motion: 24-25/009: The Board of Education approve the contract amendment for the Director of 
Finance as presented. 
  
This motion, made by Dr. Kath Edsall and seconded by Dr. Terah Chambers, Passed. 
 
Mr. Gary Holbrook: Absent, Mr. Chris Martin: Absent, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Absent, Dr. Terah 
Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye  
 
Aye: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 3 
 
Discussion followed 

VII.C. Revisions to Board Policies 3115 and 3118 and Adoption of new Policies 3115A-115H 
Motion: 24-25/010: The Board of Education adopt the recommended revisions to Board Policies 
3115 and 3118, adopt new Policies 3115A-115H, and archive current Board Policy 3118 for future 
reference and application as needed. 
  
This motion, made by Dr. Terah Chambers and seconded by Dr. Kath Edsall, Passed. 
 
Mr. Gary Holbrook: Absent, Mr. Chris Martin: Absent, Dr. Estrella Torrez: Absent, Dr. Terah 
Chambers: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye  
 
Aye: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 3 
 
Discussion followed 

VIII. Committee Reports  

VIII.A. Academic and Technology Committee 

• Scheduling a meeting in September 

VIII.B. Facilities Committee 

• Scheduling a meeting in September 

VIII.C. Finance Committee 

• Next meeting is September 16 at 1:00 pm 

VIII.D. Intergovernmental Relations 

• No report 
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VIII.E. Personnel Committee 

• No report 

 
VIII.F. Policy Committee 

• Last meeting discussed updates to Policies 3115 and 3118 and new Policies 3115A – 3115 H 

• Next meeting is August 21 at 9:00 am 
  

IX. Announcements  

IX.A. The next regularly scheduled Board of Education meeting is August 26, 2024. 
IX.B.  It is great seeing the signs of school starting. Fall sports began today. 
  

X. Adjournment  
The meeting was called adjourned at 7:27 pm. 

 

President 
 
 

Secretary 
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Nurturing each child  Educating all students  Building world citizens 

 
Hire 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
 TO: Board of Education   
  
 FROM: Rulesha Glover-Payne 
  Chief Human Resources Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Human Resources Action Item 
 
 DATE: August 14, 2024 
 
 

It is recommended that the Board approve the hiring of Barbara 
Zenner - 1.0 FTE Resource Room Teacher at Donley Elementary 
at MA Step 16 effective August 26, 2024.  
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Nurturing each child  Educating all students  Building world citizens 

 
Hire 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
 TO: Board of Education   
  
 FROM: Rulesha Glover-Payne 
  Chief Human Resources Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Human Resources Action Item 
 
 DATE: August 23, 2024 
 
 

It is recommended that the Board approve the hiring of Layna 
Lesnau - 1.0 FTE Art Teacher at Marble Elementary at MA Step 10 
effective August 26, 2024.  
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Nurturing each child • Educating all students • Building world citizens 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
 TO: East Lansing Board of Education 
 
 FROM: Glenn Mitcham 
 
SUBJECT: Action Item: High School Germany Trip in the Summer of 2025 
 
 DATE: August 22, 2024 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the trip request from  
Adam Orange and Robert Filter for a High School trip to Germany in the summer of 
2025. 
 
Background: 
 
In short, the trip to Germany will allow students to explore and experience the German 
language and culture outside of the classroom setting.  It is intended to provide a wide 
range of learning experiences for students. 
 
Per Board policy, bids from three tour companies, as well as other required information 
was provided within the information packet to the Board. 
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