
ROCK RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
1405 PROGRESS PARKWAY

VIRGINIA MN 55792

Special Meeting
Monday, January 22, 2024  at 5:00 PM

Rock Ridge Administration Building, 1405 Progress Parkway, 
Virginia, MN 55792

AGENDA

1. Call to order.
2. Approval of agenda.
3. Presentation of information on closing of Franklin Elementary, showing the 
necessity and practicability of closing the school.
4. Input from the public.
5. Adjournment.
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SCRIPT FOR SCHOOL CLOSING HEARINGS

School Board Chair:

We are here to conduct a public hearing on the proposed closure of the Franklin 
Elementary School by Independent School District No. 2909, Rock Ridge Public 
Schools.  I will be serving as the facilitator for tonight’s hearing.

Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.51 requires school districts to conduct a public hearing 
before they can permanently close a school.  Pursuant to this law, anyone interested in 
presenting testimony regarding the proposed closing has the opportunity to do so.  Both 
the District and members of the public may present evidence that supports their position.

The purpose of today’s hearing is to provide a description and location of the school that 
the District has proposed to close, as well as the rationale behind the proposed closure.  
The hearing also provides the members of the public the opportunity to testify about the 
proposed closing.

Finally, today’s hearing provides members of the School Board the opportunity to 
consider the testimony and evidence before the regular school board meeting where they 
will decide whether or not to permanently close the school.

Before the public testimony portion of the hearing, the District administration will 
present the rationale behind the proposed closing.  

If you would like to speak after the District’s presentation, please sign up on the speaker 
roster that is located on the table by the door.  I will call speakers to testify in the order 
that they appear on the speaker roster.

Today’s hearing involves the Franklin Elementary School. At this time, Superintendent 
Noel Schmidt will present the District’s reasons for proposing to close the elementary 
school.

(Superintendent goes through power point presentation)

[AFTER ADMINISTRATION HAS FINISHED ITS PRESENTATION]

At this time, members of the public are invited to speak in favor of or in opposition to the 
proposed closing of the Franklin Elementary School.  As I mentioned at the beginning of 
the hearing, I will call speakers to testify in the order that they appear on the roster.  If 
you would like to speak and have not already done so, please print your name on the 
speaker roster that is located on the table by the door.



When you are called to speak, please state your name and address.  In order to keep 
things moving, I encourage speakers to limit their presentation to 3 minutes.

In order for the recorder to accurately record testimony, I ask that only one person speak 
at a time.
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