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601 SCHOOL DISTRICT CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION GOALS

[Note:  Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 requires school districts to adopt a comprehensive long-
term strategic plan that addresses the review of curriculum, instruction, student 
achievement, and assessment.  MSBA/MASA Model Policies 601, 603, and 616 
address these statutory requirements.  In addition, MSBA/MASA Model Policies 613-
615 and 617-620 provide procedures to further implement the requirements of Minn. 
Stat. § 120B.11.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish broad curriculum parameters for the school district 
that encompass the Minnesota Academic Standards and federal law and are aligned with 
creating comprehensive achievement and civic readiness world’s best workforce.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is to establish the “world’s best workforce” strive for 
comprehensive achievement and civic readiness in which all learning in the school district 
should be directed and for which all school district learners should be held accountable.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a 
required content area or elective content area.

B. “Antiracist” means actively working to identify and eliminate racism in all forms 
in order to change policies, behaviors, and beliefs that perpetuate racist ideas and 
actions. 

C. “Benchmark” means specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to 
complete part of an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band.

D. “Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness” means striving to:  meet 
school readiness goals; close the academic achievement gap among all racial and 
ethnic groups of students and between students living in poverty and students not 
living in poverty; have all students attain career and college readiness before 
graduating from high school; have all students graduate from high school; and 
prepare students to be lifelong learners.

E. “Culturally sustaining” means integrating content and practices that infuse the 
culture and language of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities who 
have been and continue to be harmed and erased through the education system.

F. “Curriculum” means district or school adopted programs and written plans for 
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providing students with learning experiences that lead to expected knowledge, 
skills, and career and college readiness.

G. “Ethnic studies” as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.25, has the same 
meaning for purposes of this section. Ethnic studies curriculum may be integrated 
in existing curricular opportunities or provided through additional curricular 
offerings.

H. “Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration 
through a specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job 
shadowing, mentoring, entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, 
internships, other cooperative work experience, youth apprenticeship, or 
employment. 

I. “Instruction” means methods of providing learning experiences that enable students 
to meet state and district academic standards and graduation requirements including 
applied and experiential learning.

J. “Performance measures” are measures to determine school district and school site 
progress in striving for comprehensive achievement and civic readiness to create 
the world’s best workforce and must include at least the following:

1. the size of the academic achievement gap; rigorous course taking, including 
college-level advanced placement, international baccalaureate, 
postsecondary enrollment options, including concurrent enrollment, other 
rigorous courses of study or industry certification courses or programs, and 
enrichment experiences by student subgroup;

2. student performance on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments;

3. high school graduation rates; and

4. career and college readiness under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.30, 
subdivision 1.

K. “World’s best workforce” means striving to:  meet school readiness goals; close the 
academic achievement gap among all racial and ethnic groups of students and 
between students living in poverty and students not living in poverty; have all 
students attain career and college readiness before graduating from high school; 
and have all students graduate from high school.

[Note: Definitions B, E, G, and I are added to Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11—the 
Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness law—effective August 1, 2023.  The 
definitions apply to revisions to the Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness 
law regarding strategic plans; these revisions are effective “for all strategic plans 
reviewed and updated after June 30, 2024.”]
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IV. LONG-TERM STRATEGIC PLAN

A. The school board, at a public meeting, must adopt a comprehensive, long-term 
strategic plan to support and improve teaching and learning that is aligned with 
striving for comprehensive achievement and civic readiness creating the world’s 
best workforce and includes the following:

1. clearly defined school district and school site goals and benchmarks for 
instruction and student achievement for all student categories identified in 
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.345, subdivision 3, paragraph (b)(2). 

[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601, Section IV.B. and MSBA/MASA 
Model Policy 616 address this requirement.]

2. a process to assess and evaluate each student’s progress toward meeting 
state and local academic standards, assess and identify students for 
participation in gifted and talented programs and services and accelerate 
their instruction, adopt early-admission procedures consistent with 
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.15 and identifying the strengths and 
weaknesses of instruction in pursuit of student and school success and 
curriculum affecting students’ progress and growth toward career and 
college readiness and leading to the world’s best workforce;

[Note:  MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 addresses this requirement.]

3. a system to periodically review and evaluate the effectiveness of all 
instruction and curriculum, taking into account strategies and best practices, 
student outcomes, principal evaluations under Minnesota Statutes 
123B.147, subdivision 3, students’ access to effective teachers who are 
members of populations under-represented among the licensed teachers in 
the district or school and who reflect the diversity of enrolled students under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.35, subdivision 3(b)(2), and teacher 
evaluations under Minnesota Statutes, section 122A.40, subdivision 8, or 
122A.41, subdivision 5;

[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 addresses this requirement.]

4. strategies for improving instruction, curriculum, and student achievement, 
including the English and, where practicable, the native language 
development and the academic achievement of English learners;

[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 addresses this requirement.]

5. a process to examine the equitable distribution of teachers and strategies to 
ensure children in low-income families, children in families of People of 
Color, and children in American Indian families are not taught at higher 



601-4

rates than other children by inexperienced, ineffective, or out-of-field 
teachers;

6. education effectiveness practices that 

a. integrate high-quality instruction, technology, and curriculum that 
is rigorous, accurate, antiracist, and culturally sustaining; 

b. ensure learning and work environments validate, affirm, embrace, 
and integrate cultural and community strengths for all students, 
families, and employees;

c. provide a collaborative professional culture that seeks to retain 
qualified, racially and ethnically diverse staff effective at working 
with diverse students while developing and supporting teacher 
quality, performance, and effectiveness; and

7. an annual budget for continuing to implement the school district plan; and

8. identifying a list of suggested and required materials, resources, sample 
curricula, and pedagogical skills for use in kindergarten through grade 12 
that accurately reflect the diversity of the state of Minnesota.

B. The school district is not required to include information regarding literacy 
in a plan or report required under this section, except with regard to the 
academic achievement of English learners.

C. The school district has goals that every child is reading at or above grade level every 
year, beginning in kindergarten, and multilingual learners and students receiving 
special education services are receiving support in achieving their individualized 
reading goals pursuant to Policy 621 (Reading and the Read Act)

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 

Achievement and Civic Readiness)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Read Act Goal and Interventions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30, Subd. 1 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.35, Subd. 3 (Student Academic Achievement and 
Growth)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 8 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.41, Subd. 5 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First 
Class; Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.147, Subd. 3 (Principals)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.56, Subd. 1 (Alternate Instruction Required)
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20 U.S.C. § 5801, et seq. (National Education Goals 2000)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and 
Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, 
Modifications, and Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP 
Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)

Policy Adopted: 
Revised: May 2012, Jan. 2016, July 2021, October 2023
Independent School District No. 110
Waconia  MN
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Day
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602 ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOL CALENDAR AND SCHOOL DAY

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide for a timely determination of the school calendar 
and school day.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school calendar and schedule of the school day are important to parents, students, 
employees, and the general public for advance, effective planning of the school year.

III. CALENDAR RESPONSIBILITY

A. The school calendar shall be adopted annually by the school board. It shall meet 
all provisions of Minnesota statutes pertaining to minimum number of school days 
and other provisions of law. The school calendar shall establish student days, 
workshop days for staff, provide for emergency closings and other information 
related to students, staff, and parents.

[Note: The annual school calendar must include at least 425 hours of instruction 
for a kindergarten student without a disability, 935 hours of instruction for a 
student in grades 1 through 6, and 1,020 hours of instruction for a student in 
grades 7 through 12, not including summer school. The school calendar for all-
day kindergarten must include at least 850 hours of instruction for the school 
year. If a voluntary prekindergarten program is offered by the school district, a 
prekindergarten student must receive at least 350 hours of instruction for the 
school year. A school board’s annual calendar must include at least 165 days of 
instruction for a student in grades 1 through 11 unless a four-day week schedule 
has been approved by the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of 
Education under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.126. A school board’s annual 
school calendar may include plans for up to five days of instruction provided 
through online instruction due to inclement weather. The inclement weather 
plans must be developed according to Section V., below.]

[Note: To the extent the school board offers K-12 teachers the opportunity for 
more staff development training under Minnesota Statutes, section 122A.40, 
subdivisions 7 and 7a, or Minnesota Statutes, section 122A.41, subdivisions 4 and 
4a, the school district shall adopt as its school calendar a total of 240 days of 
student instruction and staff development, of which the total number of staff 
development days equals the difference between the total number of days of 
student instruction and 240 days. The school board may schedule additional staff 
development days throughout the calendar year.]

B. Except for learning programs during summer and flexible learning year programs, 
the school district will not commence an elementary or secondary school year 
before Labor Day, except as provided in Section III.B.1., III.B.2., or III.B.3.
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Days devoted to teacher’s workshops may be held before Labor Day.

1. The school district may begin the school year on any day before Labor Day 
to accommodate a construction or remodeling project of $400,000 or more 
affecting a school district school facility.

2. The school district may begin the school year on any day before Labor Day 
if the school district has agreement under Minn. Stat. § 123A.30, § 123A.32, 
or § 123A.35 with a school district that qualifies under Section III.B.1.

3. The school district may begin the school year on any day before Labor Day 
if the school district agrees to the same schedule with a school district in an 
adjoining state.

C. Employee and advisory groups shall be provided an opportunity to participate in 
school calendar considerations through a meet and confer process.

[Note: The provisions of the prior law requiring the school board to adopt the calendar 
for the next school year by April 1 have been repealed. The school board should still 
attempt to establish the calendar as early as possible so proper planning can take place 
by all members of the school community.]

[The statutory April 1 requirement was repealed many years ago.]

IV. SCHOOL DAY RESPONSIBILITY

A. The superintendent shall be responsible for developing a schedule for the student 
day, subject to review by the school board. All requirements and provisions of 
Minnesota Statutes and Minnesota Department of Education Rules shall be met.

B. In developing the student day schedule, the superintendent shall consider such 
factors as school bus schedules, cooperative programs, differences in time 
requirements at various grade levels, effective utilization of facilities, cost 
effectiveness, and other concerns deserving of attention.

C. Proposed changes in the school day shall be subject to review and approval by the 
school board.

V. E-LEARNING DAYS

A. An “e-learning day” is a school day where a school offers full access to online 
instruction provided by students’ individual teachers due to inclement weather.

B. A school district may designate up to five e-learning days in one school year.

C. An e-learning day is counted as a day of instruction and included in the hours of 
instruction pursuant to Section III.A., above.
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D. A school board may adopt an e-learning day plan after consulting with the exclusive 
representative of the teachers. The e-learning day plan developed by the school 
district will include accommodations for students without Internet access at home 
and for digital device access for families without the technology or with an 
insufficient amount of technology for the number of children in the household. The 
plan must also provide accessible options for students with disabilities.

E. The school district must notify parents and students of its e-learning day plan at the 
beginning of each school year.

F. When an e-learning day is declared by the school district, notice must be provided 
to parents and students at least two hours prior to the normal school start time that 
students will need to follow the e-learning day plan for that day.

G. On an e-learning day, each student’s teacher must be accessible both online and by 
telephone during normal school hours to assist students and parents.

H. When the school district declares an e-learning day, it must continue to pay the full 
wages for scheduled work hours and benefits of all school employees for the 
duration of the e-learning period. During the e-learning period, school employees 
must be allowed to work from home to the extent practicable, be assigned to work 
in an alternative location, or be retained on an on-call basis for any potential need.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 10.55 (Juneteenth)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.40 (School Calendar)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.41 (Length of School Year; Days of Instruction) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.414 (E-Learning Days)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.415 (Extended School Calendar) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.42 (Holidays)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subds. 7 and 7a (Employment; Contracts; 
Termination)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.41, Subds. 4 and 4a (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the 
First Class; Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 123A.30 (Agreements for Secondary Education) 
Minn. Stat. § 123A.32 (Interdistrict Cooperation)
Minn. Stat. § 123A.35 (Cooperation and Combination)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.126 (Powers and Duties of Commissioner; Flexible 
Learning Year Programs)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.151 (Voluntary Prekindergarten Program) 
Minn. Stat. § 124E.25 (Payment of Aids to Charter Schools)
Minn. Stat. § 127A.41, Subd. 7 (Distribution of School Aids; 
Appropriation)
Minn. Stat. § 645.44 (Words and Phrases Defined)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 425 (Staff Development) 

Policy Adopted: January 2004
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Revised: July 2012, July 2020, September 2023

Independent School District No. 110 
Waconia, MN
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603 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

[Note: Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11 requires school districts to adopt a comprehensive long-term strategic 
plan that addresses the review of curriculum, instruction, student achievement, and assessment.  MSBA/MASA Model 
Policies 601, 603, and 616 address these statutory requirements.  In addition, MSBA/MASA Model Policies 613-615 
and 618-620 provide procedures to further implement the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for continuous review and improvement of the school curriculum.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Curriculum development shall be directed toward the fulfillment of the goals and objectives of the education program of 
the school district.

III. RESPONSIBILITY

     The superintendent shall be responsible for curriculum development and for determining the most effective way of 
conducting research on the school district’s curriculum needs and establishing a long-range curriculum 
development program.  Timelines shall be determined by the superintendent that will provide for periodic 
reviews of each curriculum area.

IV.     DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

A. The school board must approve the guidelines for member representation of an advisory committee to ensure 
active community participation in all phases of planning and improving the instruction and curriculum 
affecting state and district academic standards. 

     
B. The District Advisory Committee, to the extent possible, must reflect the diversity of the district and its school 

sites, include teachers, parents, support staff, students, and other community residents, and provide translation 
to the extent appropriate and practicable. Whenever possible, parents and other community residents must 
comprise at least two-thirds of committee members.

     
C. The District Advisory Committee must pursue community support to accelerate the academic and native 

literacy and achievement of English learners with varied needs, from young children to adults, consistent with 
Minnesota Statutes section 124D.59, subdivisions 2 and 2a. 

D. The school district may establish site teams as subcommittees of the District Advisory Committee. 
     
E. The District Advisory Committee must recommend to the school board 

1. rigorous academic standards, student achievement goals and measures consistent with Minnesota 
Statutes, sections 120B.11, subdivision 1a,  120B.022, subdivisions 1a; and 1b, and 120B.35; 

          2. district assessments;

          3. means to improve students' equitable access to effective and more diverse teachers; 
     
         4. strategies to ensure the curriculum is rigorous, accurate, antiracist, culturally sustaining, 

and reflects the diversity of the student population; 

         5. strategies to ensure that curriculum and learning and work environments validate, affirm, 
embrace, and integrate the cultural and community strengths of all racial and ethnic groups; 
and 

          6. program evaluations. 
     

F.  School sites may expand upon district evaluations of instruction, curriculum, assessments, or programs.

V. SCHOOL SITE TEAM
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Each school must establish a site team to develop and implement strategies and education effectiveness practices to 
improve instruction, curriculum, cultural competencies, including cultural awareness and cross-cultural communication, 
and student achievement at the school site. The site team must include an equal number of teachers and administrators 
and at least one parent. The site team advises the Superintendent [or designee] and the advisory committee about 
developing the annual budget and creates an instruction and curriculum improvement plan to align curriculum, 
assessment of student progress, and growth in meeting state and district academic standards and instruction.

     
VI. CURRICULLUM DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

A. Students who do not meet or exceed Minnesota academic standards, as measured by the Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessments that are administered during high school, shall be informed that admission to a 
public school is free and available to any resident under 21 years of age or who meets the requirements of      
Minnesota Statutes section 120A.20, subdivision 1(c).  A student’s plan under this section shall continue while 
the student is enrolled.

B. The superintendent [or designee] shall be responsible for keeping the school board informed of all state-
mandated curriculum changes, as well as recommended discretionary changes, and for periodically presenting 
recommended modifications for school board review and approval.

C. The superintendent shall have discretionary authority to develop guidelines and directives to implement school 
board policy relating to curriculum development.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.20 (Admission to Public School)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.10 (Findings; Improving Instruction and Curriculum)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, Instruction, and Student 
Achievement; Striving for Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness the World’s Best 
Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Reading Proficiently      No Later than the End of Grade 3 Read Act Goal 
and Interventions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125(f) (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to Postsecondary Education 
and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.59 (Definitions)
Minn. Rules Part 3500.0550 (Inclusive Educational Program)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language Arts)
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0660 (Academic Standards for Kindergarten through grade 12)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Part      3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English Language Development)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 605 (Alternative Programs)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for 
IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 619 (Staff Development for Standards)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 623 (Mandatory Summer School Instruction)

Policy Adopted: January 2004, reviewed July 2006, revised May 2012, revised Jan. 2016, revised 
Jan. 2023, revised October 2023 
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Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN



1.D. 604 Instructional Curriculuam
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604 INSTRUCTIONAL CURRICULUM

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide for the development of course offerings for students.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Instruction must be provided in at least the following subject areas:

1. basic communication skills including reading and writing, literature, and fine arts;

2. mathematics and science;

3. social studies, including history, geography, economics, government, and 
citizenship that includes civics (see II.I.);

4. health and physical education;

[Note: Health curriculum may include child sexual abuse prevention in consultation 
with other federal, state, or local agencies and community-based organizations to 
identify research-based tools, curricula, and programs.]

5. The arts;

6. Career and technical education; and

7. World languages.

[Note: the school district must use the current world languages standards developed by 
the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. World languages 
programs should be developed and implemented to acknowledge and reinforce the 
language proficiency and cultural awareness that non-English language speakers 
already possess and encourage students’ proficiency in multiple world languages.  
Programs also must encompass indigenous American Indian languages and cultures, 
among other world languages and cultures.  School districts may award Minnesota 
World Language Proficiency Certificates consistent with Minnesota Statutes section 
120B.022]

B. The basic instructional program shall include all courses required for each grade level by 
the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and all courses required in all elective 
subject areas.  Instruction shall be provided in a nondiscriminatory manner, which includes 
a nonsexist and multicultural approach. In the presentation of subject matter (including 
controversial issues) teachers shall provide access to a variety of viewpoints, theories, ways 
of knowing, and methods of inquiry. Teachers shall foster sensitive communication by and 
among all students, and understand the influence of personal bias on student learning.

C. The school district must establish and regularly review its own standards for career and 
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technical education (CTE) programs. Standards must align with CTE frameworks 
developed by the Department of Education, standards developed by national CTE 
organizations, or recognized industry standards.

D. The school board, at its discretion, may offer additional courses in the instructional 
program at any grade level.

E. Each instructional program shall be planned for optimal benefit taking into consideration 
the financial condition of the school district and other relevant factors.  Each program plan 
should contain goals and objectives, materials, minimum student competency levels, and 
methods for student evaluation.

F. The superintendent [or designee] shall have discretionary authority to develop guidelines 
and directives to implement school board policy relating to instructional curriculum.     

G. The school district may not discriminate against or discipline a teacher or principal on the 
basis of incorporating into curriculum contributions of persons in a federally protected 
class or state protected class when the included contribution is in alignment with standards 
and benchmarks adopted under Minnesota Statutes, sections 120B.021 and 120B.023.

III. REQUIRED ACADEMIC STANDARDS

A. The following subject areas are required for statewide accountability:

1. language arts;

2. mathematics, encompassing algebra II, integrated mathematics III, or an 
equivalent in high school, and to be prepared for the three credits of mathematics 
in grades 9 through 12, the grade 8 standards include the completion of algebra;

3. science, including earth and space science, life science, and the physical sciences,  
including chemistry and physics;

4. social studies, including history, geography, economics, and government and 
citizenship that includes civics;

5. physical education;

6. health, for which locally developed academic standards apply; and

7. the arts.

B. Elementary and middle schools must offer at least three and require at least two of the 
following five arts areas: dance, media arts, music, theater, and visual arts. High schools 
must offer at least three and require at least one of the following five arts areas: media arts, 
dance, music, theater, and visual arts.

[NOTE: Line 6. regarding locally developed health academic standard continues 
to be in effect. The 2024 Minnesota legislature enacted a change in health 
standards from local to state determination, as noted in Model Policy 613.  It 
will likely take eighteen months or more for a state health standard to be 
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finalized.  Until that time, school districts should maintain their locally 
developed health academic standards.  MSBA will alert school districts to 
update line 6. when the state standards are finalized.]

IV. PARENTAL CURRICULUM REVIEW

The school district shall have a procedure for a parent, guardian, or an adult student, 18 years of 
age or older, to review the content of the instructional materials to be provided to a minor child or 
to an adult student and, if the parent, guardian, or adult student objects to the content, to make 
reasonable arrangements with school personnel for alternative instruction. Alternative instruction 
may be provided by the parent, guardian, or adult student if the alternative instruction, if any, 
offered by the school board does not meet the concerns of the parent, guardian, or adult student. 
The school board is not required to pay for the costs of alternative instruction provided by a parent, 
guardian, or adult student. School personnel may not impose an academic or other penalty upon a 
student merely for arranging alternative instruction under this section. School personnel may 
evaluate and assess the quality of the student's work.

V. CPR AND AED INSTRUCTION

The school district will provide one-time cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automatic 
external defibrillator (AED) instruction as part of its grade 7 to 12 curriculum.     

A. In the school district’s discretion, training and instruction may result in CPR certification.

B. CPR and AED instruction must include CPR and AED training that have been 
developed:

1. by the American Heart Association or the American Red Cross and incorporate 
psychomotor skills to support the instruction; or

2. using nationally recognized, evidence-based guidelines for CPR and incorporate 
psychomotor skills to support the instruction. “Psychomotor skills” means hands-on 
practice to support cognitive learning; it does not mean cognitive-only instruction 
and training.

C. The school district may use community members such as emergency medical technicians, 
paramedics, police officers, firefighters, and representatives of the Minnesota 
Resuscitation Consortium, the American Heart Association, or the American Red Cross, 
among others, to provide instruction and training.

D. A school administrator may waive this curriculum requirement for a high school transfer 
student regardless of whether or not the student previously received instruction under this 
section, an enrolled student absent on the day the instruction occurred under this section, 
or an eligible student who has a disability.

[Note:  If a school district requests resources, the Minnesota Resuscitation Consortium must 
provide them to the school district for instruction and training provided to students under this 
section.]
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VI. COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING

A. The school district shall assist all students by no later than grade 9 to explore their 
educational college and career interests, aptitudes, and aspirations and develop a plan for a 
smooth and successful transition to postsecondary education or employment. All students’ 
plans must:

1. provide a comprehensive plan to prepare for and complete career and college-ready 
curriculum by meeting state and local academic standards and developing career 
and employment-related skills such as team work, collaboration, creativity, 
communication, critical thinking, and good work habits;

2. emphasize academic rigor and high expectations and inform the student, and the 
student’s parent or guardian, if the student is a minor, of the student’s achievement 
level score on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments that are administered 
during high school;

3. help students identify interests, aptitudes, aspirations, and personal learning styles 
that may affect their career and college-ready goals and postsecondary education 
and employment choices;

4. set appropriate career and college-ready goals with timelines that identify effective 
means for achieving those goals;

5. help students access education and career options;

6. integrate strong academic content into career-focused courses and applied and 
experiential learning opportunities and integrate relevant career-focused courses 
and applied and experiential learning opportunities into strong academic content;

7. help identify and access appropriate counseling and other supports and assistance 
that enable students to complete required coursework, prepare for postsecondary 
education and careers, and obtain information about postsecondary education costs 
and eligibility for financial aid and scholarship;

8. help identify collaborative partnerships among pre-kindergarten through grade 12 
schools, postsecondary institutions, economic development agencies, and local 
and regional employers that support students’ transitions to postsecondary 
education and employment and provide students with applied and experiential 
learning opportunities; and

9. be reviewed and revised at least annually by the student, the student’s parent or 
guardian, and the school district to ensure that the student’s course-taking schedule 
keeps the student making adequate progress to meet state and local academic 
standards and high school graduation requirements and with a reasonable chance 
to succeed with employment or postsecondary education without the need to first 
complete remedial course work.

B. The school district may develop grade-level curricula or provide instruction that introduces 
students to various careers, but must not require any curriculum, instruction, or 
employment-related activity that obligates an elementary or secondary student to 
involuntarily select or pursue a career, career interest, employment goals, or related job 
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training.

C. Educators must possess the knowledge and skills to effectively teach all English learners 
in their classrooms.  School districts must provide appropriate curriculum, targeted 
materials, professional development opportunities for educators, and sufficient resources 
to enable English learners to become career and college-ready.

D. When assisting students in developing a plan for a smooth and successful transition to 
postsecondary education and employment, school districts must recognize the unique 
possibilities of each student and ensure that the contents of each student’s plan reflect the 
student’s unique talents, skills, and abilities as the student grows, develops, and learns.

E. If a student with a disability has an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or standardized 
written plan that meets the plan components herein, the IEP satisfies the requirement, and 
no additional transition plan is needed.

F. Students who do not meet or exceed the Minnesota Academic Standards, as measured by 
the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments that are administered during high school, shall 
be informed that admission to a public school is free and available to any resident under 21 
years of age or who meets the requirements of the compulsory attendance law.  A student’s 
plan under this provision shall continue while a student is enrolled.     

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.20 (Parental Curriculum Review)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.101 (Curriculum)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.022 (Elective Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks Implement, Supplement Statewide 

Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to 
Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.234 (Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Education)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.236 (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and Automatic External 
Defibrillator Instruction)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603 (Curriculum Development)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 605 (Alternative Programs)

Policy Adopted: January 2004 
revised July 2006, Jan. 2016, reviewed July 2020, revised Dec 2020, revised Dec 2022, revised Oct 2023, 
revised May 2024 
Independent School District No. 110 Waconia, MN
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Adopted:                              MSBA/MASA Model Policy 606.5
Orig. 2023

Revised:                               Rev. 2024

606.5 LIBRARY MATERIALS

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction and to delegate responsibility for selection and 
reconsideration of library materials.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The school board recognizes that library materials serve as a vital component of a student’s 
education by enriching the breadth of the curriculum as a whole and meeting the needs and 
interests of individual students.  The purpose of library materials is to meet the needs of all 
students. Therefore, questions regarding selection and reconsideration of library materials 
should be handled differently than those concerning textbooks and instructional  materials.

To ensure that library materials fulfill this role, the school board delegates to the superintendent 
or the superintendent’s designee responsibility for administering a process for selection of library 
materials. Responsibility for selection shall rest with professionally trained school district staff, 
with recognition that the school board has the final authority on selection of library materials. 
Parents and guardians have the right and the responsibility to determine their children’s access 
to library materials.

[NOTE: The school board may choose to revise the General Statement of Purpose.]

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Library” is the school district resource that holds the library collection that serves the 
information and independent reading needs of students and supports the curriculum 
needs of teachers and staff. The term “library” includes a school library media center. 
The term also includes access to electronic materials.

For school districts with multiple school buildings, the term “library” refers to the 
resource within a specific school building.

Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.901, states that a school district or charter school 
library or school library media center provides equitable and free access to students, 
teachers, and administrators and that a school library or school library media center 
must have the following characteristics:

1. ensures every student has equitable access to resources and is able to 
locate, access, and use resources that are organized and cataloged;

2. has a collection development plan that includes but is not limited to 
materials selection and deselection, a challenged materials procedure, 
and an intellectual and academic freedom statement;

3. is housed in a central location that provides an environment for 
expanded learning and supports a variety of student interests;

4.  has technology and Internet access; and

5. is served by a licensed school library media specialist or licensed school 
librarian.
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[NOTE: The school board may add a sentence that incorporates the term(s) 
used to identify libraries in the school district, such as “The school district’s 
libraries are commonly referred to as ________.]

B. “Library collection” consists of the library materials made available to students.

C. “Library materials” are the books, periodicals, newspapers, manuscripts, films, prints, 
documents, videotapes, subscription content, electronic and digital materials (including 
e-books, audiobooks, and databases), and related items made available to students in 
a school building or through access to electronic materials This term does not include 
materials made available to students as part of the curriculum.

D. “Library media specialist” is a teacher holding a Library Media Specialist teaching license 
issued by the Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Boards and who is trained 
to deliver library services to students and staff in a library. A library media specialist is 
authorized under Minnesota Rules to provide to students in kindergarten through grade 
12 instruction that is designed to provide information and technology literacy skills 
instruction, to lead, collaborate, and consult with other classroom teachers for the 
purpose of integrating information and technology literacy skills with content teaching, 
and to administer media center operations, programming, and resources.

[NOTE: The specific titles of the school district’s library staff should be used 
for this definition and substituted for “library media specialist” throughout this 
model policy. Please note the new 2024 law in Article IV regarding 
administration of selection and reconsideration procedures.]

IV. RESPONSIBILITY FOR SELECTION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS

A. The school board recognizes the expertise of the school district’s professional staff and 
the vital need of such staff to be responsible for selection of library materials. 

B. While recommendations by administrators, faculty members, students, parents, and 
other community members may be considered, the final responsibility for selection of 
library materials shall rest with the library media specialist.

C. The procedures for selection and reconsideration set forth in this policy will be 
administered by:

1. a licensed library media specialist under Minnesota Rules, part 8710.4550;

2. an individual with a master’s degree in library science or library and information 
science; or

3. a professional librarian or a person trained in library collection management.

D. The school board may decline to purchase, lend, or shelve or remove access to library 
materials legitimately based on:

1. practical reasons, including but not limited to shelf space limitations, rare or 
antiquarian status, damage, or obsolescence;

2. legitimate pedagogical concerns, including but not limited to the 
appropriateness of potentially sensitive topics for the library's intended 
audience, the selection of library materials for a curated collection, or the 
likelihood of causing a material and substantial disruption of the work and 
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discipline of the school; or

3. compliance with state or federal law.

[NOTE: In 2024, the Minnesota legislature enacted a new law—Minnesota 
Statutes 134.51--that includes the new provisions above.]

IV. SELECTION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS

A. Selection Criteria: The library materials selection process should result in a library 
collection that, when considered as a whole, is consistent with the following criteria:

1. Library materials shall support and be consistent with the general educational 
goals of the state and the district and the aims and objectives of individual 
schools and specific courses;

2. Library materials shall be chosen to enrich and support the curriculum as well 
as to promote reading for pleasure by responding to the personal needs and 
interests of student users;

3. Library materials shall not be excluded because of the race, nationality, religion, 
sex, gender, or political views of the writer;

4. Library materials shall be appropriate to and reflect the needs, ages, maturity 
level, emotional development, ability levels, learning styles, social development, 
background, diversity, and needs and interests of the students for whom the 
materials were selected;

5. Library materials shall meet high standards of quality in one or more of these 
categories (presented alphabetically): 

a. Artistic quality and/or literary style;

b. Authenticity; 

c. Critical thinking;

d. Educational significance; 

e. Factual content;

f. High interest for intended audience; and

g. Readability.

6. The selection of library materials shall conform to the constraints of the school 
district budget.

[NOTE: Before adopting selection criteria, the school board is strongly 
encouraged to consult with the licensed library media specialist, who 
possesses professional expertise and experience in selecting appropriate 
library materials. The school board may choose to adopt selection criteria 
specifically designed for each school building.]

[NOTE: A school board may choose to adopt similar selection criteria for 
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classroom library materials, with the classroom teacher making selection 
decisions.  If a school board chooses to address classroom libraries, the board 
can decide whether to follow the reconsideration process in this model policy 
or to create a different process for classroom library materials.]

B. The library media specialist shall consult sources and specialists experienced in library 
materials collections appropriate for the building’s students and that are reputable, 
experienced, unbiased, and professionally trained in school library materials. 

[NOTE: The school board may choose to identify specific sources and 
specialists that satisfy this paragraph.]

C. The superintendent or the superintendent’s designee shall be responsible for keeping 
the school board informed of progress on review and selection of each building’s library 
materials.

D. Library materials that are outdated, inaccurate, no longer useful for curricular support 
or reading enrichment, or have not been utilized for an extended period of time may be 
removed. Library materials that are in poor physical condition may be removed or 
replaced as determined by the library media specialist or the principal.

E. Gifts and Donations of Library Materials

Materials offered for donation or gifted to a school library may be accepted if they comply 
with the library collection selection criteria and approved by the library media specialist. 
The school district’s libraries welcome donations of books and other resource materials 
from individuals and organizations, but also reserve the right to decline to accept library 
materials that do not meet the criteria for selection.  In addition, financial donations to 
benefit school district’s libraries will be accepted with the understanding that funds will 
be used to purchase materials that are needed for libraries based on the needs of the 
individual schools.

VI. INDIVIDUAL STUDENT ACCESS TO SPECIFIC LIBRARY MATERIAL

A parent or guardian may request that access to specific material in the library materials 
collection be restricted from their student. The school shall take reasonable steps to fulfill this 
request. This type of request will not result in removal of specific library collection material from 
the library or restrictions upon any other student accessing specific library materials.

VII. RECONSIDERATION OF SPECIFIC LIBRARY MATERIAL

A. The school board seeks to uphold students’ access to library materials that meet the 
educational goals and selection criteria set forth in this policy. 

B. A school district employee, student, or a parent or guardian of a school district student 
may request reconsideration of specific library material on the basis of appropriateness. 
Access to the material in question shall not be restricted until the procedures listed 
below have been fully completed and a decision to remove or restrict the materials has 
been made.

[NOTE: The school board may decide whether to allow a building principal to 
remove library materials pending completion of the reconsideration process.]

C. Informal Request for Reconsideration of Specific Library Material
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1. Requests for reconsideration of specific library material shall be directed to the 
library media specialist and the building principal.  The building principal and the 
library media specialist shall assume responsibility for processing the request on 
an informal basis.

2. The building principal and/or the library media specialist shall provide an 
explanation to the individual who submitted the request. The explanation shall 
include the particular selection criteria that the material in question met in order 
to be included in the library as curriculum support or as an independent reading 
choice for students in the building.

3. If the request is not resolved informally, the principal shall submit a report on 
the matter to the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee.  The 
requestor will have an option to initiate a Formal Request for Reconsideration.

D. Formal Request for Reconsideration of Specific Library Collection Material

1. A Formal Request for Reconsideration of specific library material is initiated upon 
submission of a completed Formal Request for Reconsideration of Specific 
Library Collection Material form.  The form must be completed in its entirety for 
each work that is subject to a request for reconsideration. The principal shall 
notify the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee and the library media 
specialist of receipt of a completed Formal Request form.

If specific library material is the subject of a Formal Request for Reconsideration 
and a final decision is made to retain the specific library material, then the 
specific library material shall not be subject to additional requests for 
reconsideration for three years following the date of final resolution of the initial 
Formal Request for Reconsideration.

2. On an annual basis, the Superintendent or the superintendent’s designee shall 
appoint a Library Materials Review Committee (Review Committee). This 
committee shall include:

a. One member of the school district administration

b. One principal

c. Two teachers

d. One library media specialist (or district media specialist or public 
librarian if the school district does not have a library media specialist)

e. Two members of the school district community with no direct connection 
with the request for reconsideration

f. Two student representatives (as appropriate to the specific request).

[NOTE: This list of Review Committee members is an example. The 
school board may alter this list. The school district may decide to create 
Review Committees for individual schools.]

3. The Review Committee shall establish a date upon which it will discuss the 
request and whether the specific library collection material conforms to the 
selection criteria set forth in this policy.
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4. The Review Committee

a. may consult individuals, organizations, and other resources with 
relevant professional knowledge on school library material;

b. shall examine the specific library material as a whole; 

c. shall examine the specific library material as to its conformance with the 
criteria for selection of library materials; and

d. shall submit a written report to the superintendent or the 
superintendent’s designee containing the Review Committee’s decision 
on whether to retain, to remove, or to take other action regarding the 
specific library material. 

5. The superintendent or the superintendent’s designee shall inform the requestor 
and the school board of the Review Committee’s decision.  The requestor may 
appeal the Review Committee’s decision to the superintendent or the 
superintendent’s designee by submitting a written appeal to the superintendent 
or the superintendent’s designee within fourteen (14) days of submission of the 
Review Committee’s decision to the requestor. The superintendent or the 
superintendent’s designee shall provide a written decision on a requestor’s 
appeal within a reasonable time period.

[NOTE: The school board can decide whether to allow appeal of a 
Review Committee decision to the superintendent or the 
superintendent’s designee. If appeal to the superintendent or the 
superintendent’s designee is permitted, the school board may direct the 
superintendent or the superintendent’s designee to craft an appeal 
process or the board may choose to create the process itself.]

6. The requestor shall have the right to appeal the decision of the superintendent 
or the superintendent’s designee to the school board.

[NOTE: The school board may decide whether to allow an appeal of a 
Review Committee decision directly to the school board or whether the 
appeal to the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee is a 
required intermediary step. If appeal to the school board is permitted, 
the school board may direct the superintendent or the superintendent’s 
designee or designee to craft an appeal process or the board may 
choose to create the process itself.]

VIII. CHALLENGE REPORT

Upon the completion of a content challenge or reconsideration process in accordance with this 
policy, the school board must submit a report of the challenge to the Commissioner of the 
Minnesota Department of Education that includes:

A. the title, author, and other relevant identifying information about the material being 
challenged;

B. the date, time, and location of any public hearing held on the challenge in question, 
including minutes or transcripts;
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C. the result of the challenge or reconsideration request; and

D. accurate and timely information on who from the school district the Department of 
Education may contact with questions or follow-up.

[NOTE: This article was enacted in 2024 by the Minnesota legislature.]

IX. PROHIBITION ON RETALIATION

The school district may not discriminate against or discipline an employee for complying with 
Minnesota Statutes, section 134.51.

[NOTE: This article was enacted in 2024 by the Minnesota legislature.]

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 9 (Compulsory Instruction)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.09 (School Board Responsibilities)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.991 (Public School Libraries and Media Centers)
Minn. Stat. § 134.51 (Access to Library Materials and Rights Protected)
Minn. Rules Part 8710.4550 (Library Media Specialists)
Bd. of Educ., Island Trees Union Free Sch. Dist. No. 26 v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 
(1982)
Virginia State Bd. of Educ. v. Barnette, 319 U.S. 624, 642 (1943)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 524 (Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 606 (Textbooks and Instructional Materials)



 

 

 
625  MEDIA AND BOOK SELECTION               

 

 

I. OBJECTIVE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION MEDIA CENTER 

 

The primary objective of the school and educational media center is to enrich and support the 

educational program of the school.  It is the policy of the school district to provide a wide range of 

media materials on all levels of difficulty, with diversity of appeal, and the presentation of different 

points of view.  The media staff is responsible for organizing and arranging materials to provide easy 

access, and for a continual evaluation of the collection to keep it relevant. 

 

A. Selection of Material for the Media Center Collections 

 

While selection of media materials may involve many people, the responsibility of coordinating and 

recommending the selection of most media materials rests with the licensed media professionals. Final 

recommendations will be made to the principal for purchase.  Critical reviews, recommended lists, 

publishers’ announcements, reading and previewing are all to be used to varying degrees in the 

selection process. 

 

Since the primary objective of the media center is to enrich and support the educational program of the 

school, criteria for media materials selections should reflect this objective.  Materials are considered on 

the basis of the following criteria as they apply: 

 

1.   Support, and be consistent with, the educational goals of the district. 

2.   Be selected to enrich and support the curriculum and to meet the individual needs and interests of 

users. 

3.   Be appropriate for the age, social development, and maturity of the users.  

4.   Provide a global perspective and foster respect and appreciation for cultural diversity by including 

materials by authors and illustrators of all cultures. 

5.  Be selected in a variety of formats most suitable for intended use.   

6.  Represent differing viewpoints on controversial topics. 

7.  Exhibit a high degree of potential user appeal and interest. 

 

The school may accept gift materials and integrate them into the general collection if they meet 

selection criteria. 

 

The media center is to contain collections of materials that support the current school curriculum.  

Frequent weeding of materials is necessary to keep the collections current and provide shelf space for 

more useful materials. The media center materials that are no longer in use will be repurposed or 

disposed of.  

 

No child will be prevented from reading or viewing any school materials in which he/she has an 

interest.  However, reasonable efforts will be made to comply with requests from parents that certain 

materials be withheld from their children.  On the other hand, no child shall be forced to read or view 

any materials to which he/she objects based on a genuinely held belief. 

 

B. Teacher Selected Materials 

 

Materials selected for classroom use may include both print and non-print formats as well as fiction and 

nonfiction.  Classroom materials have their primary justification to support the curriculum. Although a 

textbook may contain the entire curriculum content of a course of study, more commonly, a variety of 

materials are used.  Assumptions underlying the latter practice include the following: 

 



 

1.  People often are better informed for having considered a subject from various points of view. 

 

2.  Students in any subject at any given grade level have a wide range of skills and abilities.  An equally 

wide range of materials is needed to match these individual differences. 

 

3.  Access to adequate collections of materials is essential to programs that provide 

     students with independent study time. 

 

4.  Because the curriculum may not include items of personal relevance of students, 

     access to a wide range of materials is essential. 

 

5.  Teachers can be more flexible and creative if a wide variety of materials are available. 

 

II.  RECONSIDERATION OF MEDIA AND BOOK SELECTIONS 

 

A.  Occasional objections to materials will be made, despite the quality of the selection process.  The 

school board supports principles of intellectual freedom inherent in the First Amendment of the 

Constitution of the United States and expressed in the School Library Bill of Rights of the American 

Association of School Librarians, the Library Bill of Rights of the American Association, and the 

Students’ Right to Read of the National Council of Teachers of English.  

 

B.  The school district shall provide a process for members of the school district community to seek 

reconsideration of the use of media and book selections. 

 

C.   The superintendent [or designee] shall be responsible for the development of guidelines and 

procedures to identify the steps to be followed to seek reconsideration of the use of media and book 

selections.            

 

 

Cross References: District 110 Policy #606 Textbook and Instructional Materials 

                   District 110 Policy #698 Teaching about Controversial Topics 

 

 

Policy Adopted:   June 10, 2002 

Revised: December 2020, February 2023 

Independent School District No. 110 

Waconia, MN  55387 
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609 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL OBERSVANCES

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to identify the status of religion as it pertains to the programs of the 
school district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The school district shall neither promote nor disparage any religious belief or nonbelief.  
Instead, the school district encourages all students and employees to have appreciation for 
and tolerance of each other’s views.

B. The school district also recognizes that religion has had and is having a significant role in 
the social, cultural, political, and historical development of civilization.

C. The school district recognizes that one of its educational objectives is to increase its 
students’ knowledge and appreciation of music, art, drama, and literature which may have 
had a religious basis or origin as well as a secular importance.

D. The school district supports the inclusion of religious music, art, drama, and literature in 
the curriculum and in school activities provided it is intrinsic to the learning experience 
and is presented in an objective manner without sectarian indoctrination.

E. The historical and contemporary values and the origin of various religions, holidays, 
customs, and beliefs may be explained in an unbiased and nonsectarian manner.

III. RESPONSIBILITY

A. The superintendent shall be responsible for ensuring that the study of religious materials, 
customs, beliefs, and holidays in the school district is in keeping with the following 
guidelines:

1. The proposed activity must have a secular purpose.

2. The primary objective of the activity must be one that neither advances nor inhibits 
religion.

3. The activity must not foster excessive governmental relationships with religion.

4. Notwithstanding the foregoing guidelines, reasonable efforts will must be made to 
accommodate any student who wishes to be excused from attendance at school for 
the purpose of religious instruction ora curricular activity for a religious 
observance or American Indian cultural practice, observance, or ceremony. 
observance of religious holidays. The school district must provide annual notice to 
parents of this policy.

B. The superintendent is granted authority to develop and present for school board review and 
approval directives and guidelines for the purpose of providing further guidance relative to 
the teaching of materials related to religion.  Approved directives and guidelines shall be 
attached as an addendum to this policy.

Commented [1]: Is this currently in our annual notices for 
parents?

Commented [2R1]: This is not party of our annual notices - 
but it looks like it will need to be.
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Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I
Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 12(3) (Compulsory Instruction)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.35 (Absence Ffrom School for Religious and Cultural 
Observances)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.10 (Moment of Silence)
Good News Club v. Milford Central School, 533 U.S. 98, 121 S.Ct. 2093, 150 
L.Ed.2d 151 (2001)
Santa Fe Indep. Sch. Dist. v. Doe, 530 U.S. 290, 120 S.Ct. 2266 (2000)
Tangipahoa Parish Bd. of Educ. v. Freiler, 530 U.S. 1251, 120 S.Ct. 2706 (2000)
Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S.602, 91 S.Ct. 2105, 29 L.Ed.2d 745 (1971)
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Minneapolis Special Sch. Dist. No. 1, 690 F.3d 
996 (8th Cir. 2012)
Wigg v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist., 382 F.3d 807 (8th Cir. 2004)
Doe v. School Dist. of City of Norfolk, 340 F.3d 605 (8th Cir. 2003)
Stark v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 640, 123 F.3d 1068 (8th Cir. 1997)
Florey v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist. 49-5, 619 F.2d 1311 (8th Cir. 1980)
Roark v. South Iron R-1 Sch. Dist., 573 F.3d 556 (8th Cir. 2009)
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Elk River Area Sch. Dist. No. 728, 599 F.Supp.2d 
1136 (D. Minn. 2009)
LeVake v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 656, 625 N.W.2d 502 (Minn. App. 2001)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-J (Feb. 14, 1968)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-K (Oct. 21, 1949)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 63 (1940)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 120 (1924)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 121 (1924)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 801 (Equal Access to School Facilities)

Policy Adopted: January 2004
May 2013, reviewed July 2020, revised December 2022 
Independent School District No. 110 Waconia, MN
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613 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

[Note:  The requirements set forth in this policy govern the graduation standards that 
Minnesota public schools must require for a high school diploma for all students.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to set forth requirements for graduation from the school district. 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is that all students must demonstrate, as determined by the 
school district, their satisfactory completion of the credit requirements and their understanding 
of academic standards.  The school district must adopt graduation requirements that meet or 
exceed state graduation requirements established in law or rule.

III. DEFINITIONS

*NOTE: Green text is in the MSBA Model Policy

A. “Academic Required standard” means: (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student 
learning in the content areas of language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, 
physical education, health, and the arts., and (2) a locally adopted expectation for 
student learning in health. Locally developed academic standards in health apply until 
statewide rules implementing statewide health standards under Minnesota Statues, 
section 120B.021, subdivision 3, are required to be implemented in the classroom. 

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature enacted this change. Paragraphs C and E are 
flipped to create alphabetical order.]

B. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic course or a student’s 
mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school district.

C. “English language learners” or “ELL” student means an individual whose first language 
is not English and whose test performance may be negatively impacted by lack of English 
language proficiency. “Section 504 Accommodation” means the defined appropriate 
accommodations or modifications that must be made in the school environment to 
address the needs of an individual student with disabilities.  

D. “Individualized Education Program” or “IEP” means a written statement developed for a 
student eligible by law for special education and services.

E. “Section 504 Accommodation” means the defined appropriate accommodations or 
modifications that must be made in the school environment to address the needs of an 
individual student with disabilities.  “English language learners” or “ELL” student means 
an individual whose first language is not English and whose test performance may be 
negatively impacted by lack of English language proficiency.

IV. DISTRICT ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR

The superintendent or designee shall name the District Assessment Coordinator.  Said person 
shall be in charge of all test procedures and shall bring recommendations to the school board 
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annually for approval.

V. GRADUATION ASSESSMENT GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

A. Graducation Requirements

Students’ state graduation requirements, based on a longitudinal, systematic approach to 
student education and career planning, assessment, instructional support, and evaluation, 
include the following:

A1. Achievement and career and college readiness in mathematics, reading, and 
writing, consistent with paragraph (k) and to the extent available, to monitor 
students’ continuous development of and growth in requisite knowledge and 
skills; analyze students’ progress and performance levels, identifying students’ 
academic strengths and diagnosing areas where students require curriculum or 
instructional adjustments, targeted interventions, or remediation; and, based 
on analysis of students’ progress and performance data, determine students’ 
learning and instructional needs and the instructional tools and best practices 
that support academic rigor for the student; and

Achievement and career and college readiness in mathematics, reading, and writing, as 
measured against a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined benchmarks 
focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that students, their parents, 
and teachers know how well students must perform to have a reasonable chance to 
succeed in a career or college without the need for postsecondary remediation and which 
facilitates the monitoring of students’ continuous development of and growth in requisite 
knowledge and skills;  analysis of students’ progress and performance levels, 
identification of students’ academic strengths and diagnosis of areas where students 
require curriculum or instructional adjustments, targeted interventions, or remediation; 
and determination of students’ learning and instructional needs and the instructional 
tools and best practices that support academic rigor for the student based on analysis 
of students’ progress and performance data; and

B2. Consistent with this paragraph and Minnesota Statutes section 120B.125 (see 
Policy 604, Section II.H.), age-appropriate exploration and planning activities 
and career assessments to encourage students to identify personally relevant 
career interests and aptitudes and help students and their families develop a 
regularly reexamined transition plan for postsecondary education or 
employment without need for postsecondary remediation.

C3. Based on appropriate state guidelines, students with an IEP may satisfy state 
graduation requirements by achieving an individual score on the state-identified 
alternative assessments.

B. Targeted Instruction Plan

D1. A sStudents meeting the state graduation requirements under this section must 
receive targeted, relevant, academically rigorous, and resourced instruction 
which may include a targeted instruction and intervention plan focused on 
improving the student’s knowledge and skills in core subjects so that the student 
has a reasonable chance to succeed in a career or college without need for 
postsecondary remediation.

E2. Consistent with Minnesota Statutes, sections 120B.13, 124D.09, 124D.091, 
124D.49, and related sections, an enrolling school or district must actively 
encourage a student in grade 11 or 12 who is identified as academically ready 
for a career or college to participate in courses and programs awarding college 
credit to high school students. Students are not required to achieve a specified 
score or level of proficiency on an assessment under this subdivision to graduate 
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from high school.

Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section and who 
are students in grade 11 or 12 and who are identified as academically ready for 
a career or college are actively encouraged by the school district to participate 
in courses and programs awarding college credit to high school students.  
Students are not required to achieve a specified score or level of proficiency on 
an assessment to graduate from high school.

3. As appropriate, student through grade 12 must continue to participate in 
targeted instruction, intervention, or remediation and be encouraged to 
participate in courses awarding college credit to high school students. 

[NOTE: The revisions in Paragraphs A and B align the model policy language with 
Minnesota Statutes 120B.303.]

FC. A student’s progress toward career and college readiness must be recorded on the 
student’s high school transcript.

VI. GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

Students must successfully complete, as determined by the school district, the following high 
school level credits for graduation:

*NOTE: Green Text is in the MSBA model policy

A. Credit Requirements

1. Eight Four credits of language arts sufficient to satisfy all academic standards in 
English language arts;

B2. Seven Three credits of mathematics, including an algebra II credit or its 
equivalent, sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in mathematics;

C. An algebra I credit by the end of 8th grade sufficient to satisfy all of the 8th grade 
standards in mathematics;

D3. Three credits of science, including one credit to satisfy all the earth and space 
science standards for grades 9 through 12, one credit to satisfy all the life 
science standards for grades 9 through 12, and one credit to satisfy all the 
chemistry or physics standards for grades 9 through 12;

Seven credits of science, including at least: (a) two credits of biology; (b) tow 
credits of chemistry or physics; and (c) three science credits during freshman 
year.  The combination of credits must be sufficient to satisfy (i) all of the 
academic standards in either chemistry or physics and (ii) all other academic 
standards in science;

E4. Eight Three and one-half credits of social studies, encompassing at least United 
States history, geography, government and citizenship in either grade 11 or 12 
for students beginning in grade 9 in the 2025-2026 school year and later or an 
advanced placement, international baccalaureate, or other rigorous course on 
government and citizenship under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.21, 
subdivision 1a, and a combination of other credits encompassing at least United 
States history, geography, government and citizenship, world history, and 
economics sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in social studies;
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[NOTE: This revision includes the 2024 change on implementation of the 
government and citizenship requirement to the 2025-26 school year.]

F5. Two One credits in the arts sufficient to satisfy all of the state or local 
academic standards in the arts; and

6. Credit sufficient to satisfy the state standards in physical education; and

G7. A minimum of eighteen seven elective credits.

8. Students who begin grade 9 in the 2024-2025 school year and later must 
successfully complete a course for credit in personal finance in grade 10, 11, or 
12. A teacher of a personal finance course that satisfies the graduation 
requirement must have a field license or out-of-field permission in agricultural 
education, business, family and consumer science, social studies, or math.

[NOTE: The revisions above align the policy language with Minnesota law, 
including changes enacted by the 2024 Minnesota legislature concerning 
physical education credit and state standards in health. Paragraph 8 was 
enacted in 2023; it affects students who begin grade 9 in the 2024-25 school 
year.]

H. Three credits of physical education (2) and health (1). omitted

I. One credit for speech. omitted

J. One credit for completion of senior seminar omitted

KB. Credit equivalencies

1. A one-half credit of economics taught in a school’s agriculture business 
department may fulfill credit in social studies under Paragraph ED., above, if the 
credit is sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in economics.

2. An agriculture science or career and technical education credit may fulfill the 
elective science credit required under Paragraph DC, above, if the credit meets 
the state physical science, life science, earth and space science, chemistry, or 
physics academic standards or a combination of these academic standards as 
approved by the school district. An agriculture or career and technical education 
credit may fulfill the credit in chemistry or physics required under Paragraph 
DC., above, if the credit meets the state chemistry or physics academic 
standards or all of the physics academic standards as approved by the school 
district. A student must satisfy either all of the chemistry or physics academic 
standards prior to graduation.  An agriculture science or career and technical 
education credit may not fulfill the required biology credit under Paragraph DC., 
above.

3. A career and technical education credit may fulfill a mathematics or arts credit 
requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph FE., above.

4. A computer science credit may fulfill a mathematics credit requirement under 
Paragraph B., above, if the credit meets state academic standards in 
mathematics.

5. A Project Lead the Way credit may fulfill a mathematics or science credit 
requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph DC., above, if the credit meets 
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the state academic standards in mathematics or science.

6. An ethnic studies course may fulfill a social studies, language arts, arts, math, 
or science credit if the course meets the applicable state academic standards.  
An ethnic studies course may fulfill an elective credit if the course meets 
applicable local standards or other requirements.

[Note: The revisions above align the policy language with Minnesota law, 
including changes enacted by the 2024 Minnesota legislature. Starting in the 
2026-27 school year, a high school must offer an ethnic studies course; in 
elementary and middle schools by the 2027-28 school year.]

VII. GRADUATION STANDARDS REQUIREMENTS

A. All students must demonstrate their understanding of the following academic standards:

1. School District Standards, Health (K-12);

2. School District Standards, Career and Technical Education (K-12); and

3. School District Standards, World Languages (K-12).

B. Academic standards in health, world languages, and career and technical education will 
be reviewed as part of the district’s curriculum review cycle.*  A school district must use 
the current world languages standards developed by the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages.

* Reviews are required to be conducted on a periodic basis.  Therefore, this time period 
may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.

C. All students must satisfactorily complete the following required Graduation Standards in 
accordance with the standards developed by the Minnesota Department of Education 
(MDE):

1. Minnesota Academic Standards, English Language Arts K-12;

2. Minnesota Academic Standards, Mathematics K-12;

3. Minnesota Academic Standards, Science K-12;

4. Minnesota Academic Standards, Social Studies K-12; and

5. Minnesota Academic Standards, Physical Education K-12.

D. State standards in the Arts K-12 are available, or school districts may choose to develop 
their own standards.

E. The academic standards for language arts, mathematics, and science apply to all 
students except the very few students with extreme cognitive or physical impairments 
for whom an IEP team has determined that the required academic standards are 
inappropriate.  An IEP team that makes this determination must establish alternative 
standards.

VIII. EARLY GRADUATION
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Students may be considered for early graduation, as provided for within Minnesota Statutes, 
section 120B.07, upon meeting the following conditions:

A. All course or standards and credit requirements must be met;

B. The principal or designee shall conduct an interview with the student and parent or 
guardian, familiarize the parties with opportunities available in post-secondary 
education, and arrive at a timely decision; and

C. The principal’s decision shall be in writing and may be subject to review by the 
superintendent and school board.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements 
for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.024 (Credits)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.07 (Early Graduation)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readiness the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to 
Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (General Requirements; Statewide AssessmentsTesting 
and Reporting System)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.303 (Assessment Graduation Requirements)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.307 (College and Career Readiness)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language 
Arts)
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0660 (Academic Standards for Kindergarten through 
Grade 12
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-1210 (Academic Standards for English Language 
Development)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical 
Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and 
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)

Policy Adopted: July 2012 
Revised: Jan. 2016, March 2023, September 2023 
Independent School District No. 110
Waconia MN
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616 SCHOOL DISTRICT SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY

[Note Minnesota Statutes section 120B.11 requires school districts to adopt a 
comprehensive long-term strategic plan that addresses the review of curriculum, 
instruction, student achievement, and assessment.  Model Policies 601, 603, and 616 
address these statutory requirements.  In addition, Model Policies 613-615 and 617-
620 provide procedures to further implement the requirements of Minnesota Statutes 
section 120B.11.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to focus public education strategies on a process      that promotes 
higher academic achievement for all students and ensures broad-based community participation 
in decisions regarding the implementation of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards and 
federal law.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Implementation of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards and federal law requires      
accountability for the school district.  The school district established a system to transition to 
the graduation requirements of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards.  The school district 
also established a system to review and improve instruction, curriculum, and assessment which 
will include substantial input by students, parents or guardians, and local community members.  
The school district will be accountable to the public and the state through annual reporting.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic course or a student’s 
mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school district.

B. “Comprehensive achievement and civic readinessWorld’s best workforce” means striving 
to:  meet school readiness goals; close the academic achievement gap among all racial 
and ethnic groups of students and between students living in poverty and students not 
living in poverty; have all students attain career and college readiness before graduating 
from high school; and have all students graduate from high school.

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature revised Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11, 
including replacement of the term “world’s best workforce” with “comprehensive 
achievement and civic readiness.”]

IV. ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS; IMPLEMENTATION; EVALUATION AND REPORTING

A. School District Goals

1. The school board has established school district-wide goals that provide broad 
direction for the school district.  Incorporated in these goals are the graduation 
and education standards contained in the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards 
and federal law.  The broad goals shall be reviewed annually and approved by 
the school board.  The school board shall adopt annual goals based on the 
recommendations of the school district’s Advisory Committee.

2. The school board shall approve the guidelines for member representation of the 
District Advisory Committee to ensure active community participation in all 
phases of planning and improving the instruction and curriculum affecting state 
and district academic standards.

3. The school district-wide improvement goals should address recommendations 
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identified through the District Advisory Committee process.  The school district’s 
goal setting process will include consideration of individual site goals.  School 
district goals may also be developed through an education effectiveness 
program, an evaluation of student progress committee, or through some other 
locally determined process.

B. System for Reviewing All Instruction and Curriculum.  Incorporated in the process will 
be analysis of the school district’s progress toward implementation of the Minnesota 
Academic Standards.  Instruction and curriculum shall be reviewed and evaluated by 
taking into account strategies and best practices, student outcomes, principal 
evaluations under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.147, and teacher evaluations under 
Minnesota Statutes section 122A.40 or 122A.41.

1. The superintendent [or designee] shall be responsible for developing procedures 
and guidelines to establish an orderly process for the review and 
recommendation of textbooks and other instructional materials by the 
professional staff. 

C. Implementation of Graduation Requirements

1. The District Advisory Committee shall also advise the school board on 
implementation of the state and local graduation requirements, including K-12 
curriculum, assessment, student learning opportunities, and other related 
issues.  Recommendations of the District Advisory Committee shall be published 
annually to the community.  The school board shall receive public input and 
comment and shall adopt or update this policy at least annually.

2. The school board shall annually review and determine if student achievement 
levels at each school site meet federal expectations.  If the school board 
determines that student achievement levels at a school site do not meet federal 
expectations and the site has not made adequate yearly progress for two 
consecutive school years, the District Advisory Committee shall work with the 
school site to adopt a plan to raise student achievement levels to meet federal 
expectations. The District Advisory Committee may seek assistance from the 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) (Commissioner) 
in developing a plan which must include parental involvement components.

3. The educational assessment system component utilized by the school board to 
measure individual students’ educational progress must be based, to the extent 
annual tests are administered, on indicators of current achievement growth that 
show growth relative to an individual student’s prior achievement.  Indicators of 
achievement and prior achievement must be based on highly reliable statewide 
or districtwide assessments.  The school board will utilize models developed by 
the Commissioner for measuring individual student progress.  The school board 
must coordinate with MDE in evaluating school sites and continuous 
improvement plans, consistent with best practices.

D. Comprehensive Continuous Improvement of Student Achievement

1. By December 1st of each year, the District Advisory Committee will meet to 
advise and assist the school district in the implementation of the school district 
system accountability and comprehensive continuous improvement process.

2. The District Advisory Committee, working in cooperation with other committees 
of the school district [such as the Technology, Educational Effectiveness, Grade 
Level, Site Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment Committees, etc.], will 
provide active community participation in:
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a. Reviewing the school district instructional and curriculum plan, with 
emphasis on implementing the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards;

b. Identifying annual instruction and curriculum improvement goals for 
recommendation to the school board;

c. Making recommendations regarding the evaluation process that will be 
used to measure school district progress toward its goals; and,

d. Advising the school board about development of the annual budget.

3. The District Advisory Committee shall meet the following criteria:

a. The District Advisory Committee shall ensure active community 
participation in all planning for instruction and curriculum affecting 
Graduation Standards.

b. The District Advisory Committee shall make recommendations to the 
school board on school district-wide standards, assessments, and 
program evaluation.

c. Building teams may be established as subcommittees to develop and 
implement an education effectiveness plan and to carry out methods to 
improve instruction, curriculum, and assessments as well as methods to 
use technology in meeting the school district improvement plan.

d. A local plan to evaluate student progress, using a local process, shall be 
used for developing a plan for assessment of student progress toward 
the Graduation Standards, as well as program evaluation data for use 
by the District Advisory Committee in the instruction and curriculum 
review process.  This plan shall annually be approved by the school 
board.

4. Translation services should be provided to the extent appropriate and 
practicable.

5. The District Advisory Committee shall meet at least 4 times per year and cover 
the following items:

a. Organizational meeting of the Committee to review the authorizing legislation 
and the roles and responsibilities of the Committee as determined by the 
school board.

b. Agree on the process to be used.  Become familiar with the instruction and 
curriculum of the cycle content area.

c. Review evaluation results and prepare recommendations.

d. Present recommendations to the school board for its input and approval.

E. Evaluation of Student Progress Committee.  A committee of professional staff shall 
develop a plan for assessment of student progress toward the Graduation Standards, as 
well as program evaluation data for use by the District Advisory Committee to review 
instruction and curriculum, cultural competencies, including cultural awareness and 
cross-cultural communication, and student achievement at the school site.  This plan 
shall annually be approved by the school board.
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[NOTE: The school board may choose to delete this paragraph regarding an Evaluation 
of Student Progress Committee upon consultation with school administration.]

FE. Reporting

1. Consistent with Minnesota Statutes section 120B.36, subdivision 1, the school 
board shall publish a report in the local newspaper with the largest circulation 
in the district, by mail, or by electronic means on the school district website.  
The school board shall hold an annual public meeting to review and revise, where 
appropriate, student achievement goals, local assessment outcomes, plans, 
strategies, and practices for improving curriculum and instruction and cultural 
competency and efforts to equitably distribute diverse, effective, experienced, 
and in-field teachers, and to review school district success in realizing the 
previously adopted student achievement goals and related benchmarks and the 
improvement plans leading to comprehensive achievement and civic readiness 
the world’s best workforce.  The school board must transmit an electronic 
summary of its report to the Commissioner in the form and manner the 
Commissioner determines.  The school district shall periodically survey affected 
constituencies in their native languages, where appropriate and practicable, 
about their connection to and level of satisfaction with school.  The school district 
shall include the results of this evaluation in its published reports and in its 
summary report to the Commissioner.

2. The school performance report for a school site and a school district must include 
performance reporting information and calculate proficiency rates as required 
by the most recently reauthorized Elementary and Secondary Education Act.

3. The school district must annually report the district's class size ratios by each 
grade to the cCommissioner of education in the form and manner specified by 
the cCommissioner. 

4. The school district must report whether programs funded with compensatory 
revenue are consistent with best practices demonstrated to improve student 
achievement.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements 
for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process, for Reviewing Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readiness the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.35 (Student Academic Accountability)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.41 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First Class; Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.04 (Site Decision Making; Individualized Learning 
Agreements; Other Agreements)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.147     (Principals)
Minn. Stat. § 126C.12 (Learning and Development Revenue Amount and Use)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.066040-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language 
Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.096055 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical 
Education)
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20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
District 110 Policy 603 (Curriculum Development)
District 110 Policy 606 (Textbooks and Instructional Materials)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and 
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 617 (School District Ensurance of Preparatory and 
High School Standards)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 619 (Staff Development for Standards)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)

Policy Adopted: March 2004
Reviewed: June 2015, May 2016, April 2021
Revised: June 2022, April 2023, September 2023
Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN
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619 STAFF DEVELOPMENT FOR STANDARDS

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish opportunities for staff development which advance 
the staff’s ability to work effectively with the Graduation Assessment Requirements and 
with students as they progress to achievement of those Graduation Assessment 
Requirements and meet the requirements of federal law.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school district is committed to developing staff policies and processes for continuous 
improvement of curriculum, instruction, and assessment to ensure effective 
implementation of the Graduation Assessment Requirements and federal law at all levels.

III. STANDARDS FOR STAFF DEVELOPMENT

A. The Advisory Committee for Comprehensive Continuous Improvement of Student 
Achievement (Committee) shall address the needs of all staff in prioritizing staff 
development which will ensure effective implementation of the Graduation 
Assessment Requirements and federal law at all levels. The Committee will advise 
the school board on the planning of staff development opportunities.

B. The school district shall place a high priority on staff development including 
activities, programs, and other efforts to implement the Graduation Assessment 
Requirements effectively and to upgrade that implementation continuously.

C. Staff development plans for the school district shall address identified needs for 
Graduation Assessment Requirements implementation throughout all levels of the 
school district programs.

D. In service, staff meeting, and district and building level staff development plans and 
programs shall focus on improving implementation of the Graduation Assessment 
Requirements at all levels for all students, including those with special needs.

IV. TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

A. Paraprofessionals. The school district will provide each paraprofessional who 
assists a licensed teacher in providing student instruction with initial training. Such 
training will include training in emergency procedures, confidentiality, 
vulnerability, reporting obligations, discipline, policies, roles and responsibilities, 
and building orientation. Training will be provided within the first 60 days a 
paraprofessional begins supervising or working with students.
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Additionally, with regard to paraprofessionals providing support to special 
education students, the school district will ensure that annual training opportunities 
are required to enable the paraprofessional to further develop the knowledge and 
skills that are specific to the students with whom the paraprofessional works, 
including understanding disabilities, the unique and individual needs of each 
student according to the student’s disability and how the disability affects the 
student’s education and behavior, following lesson plans, and implementing follow-
up instructional procedures and activities.

B. Teachers/Administrators. The school district will provide high quality and 
ongoing professional development activities as required by state and federal laws.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation 
Requirements for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readiness the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.363 (Credential for Education Paraprofessionals) 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.16 (Qualified Teacher Defined)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.60 (Staff Development Program)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.066040-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for 
Language Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for 
Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English 
Language Development)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for 
Physical Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and 
Instruction Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)

Policy Adopted: March 2004 
Revised Jan. 2016, revised July 2020 
Independent School District No. 110 
Waconia, MN
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624 ONLINE INSTRUCTION 

[Note: In 2023, the Minnesota Legislature repealed the Online Learning Option Act (Minnesota 
Statutes, section 124D.095) and replaced it with the Online Instruction Act (Minnesota Statutes, 
section 124D.094). This policy fully replaces the old Model Policy 624].

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to recognize and govern online instruction options of students enrolled 
in the school district for purposes of compulsory attendance and address enrollment of students 
with an online instruction site for supplemental or full-time online learning.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The school district shall not prohibit an enrolled student from applying to enroll in online 
instruction.

B. The school district shall grant academic credit for completing the requirements of an online 
instruction course or program.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. "Blended instruction" means a form of digital instruction that occurs when a student learns 
part-time in a supervised physical setting and part-time through online instruction under 
paragraph (E).

B. "Digital instruction" means instruction facilitated by technology that offers students an 
element of control over the time, place, path, or pace of learning and includes blended and 
online instruction.

C. "Enrolling district" means the school district in which a student is enrolled under Minnesota 
Statutes, section 120A.22, subdivision 4.

D. "Online course syllabus" means a written document that identifies the state academic 
standards taught and assessed in a supplemental online course under paragraph (I); course 
content outline; required course assessments; instructional methods; communication 
procedures with students, guardians, and the enrolling district under paragraph (C); and 
supports available to the student.

E. "Online instruction" means a form of digital instruction that occurs when a student learns 
primarily through digital technology away from a supervised physical setting.

F. "Online instructional site" means a site that offers courses using online instruction under 
paragraph (E) and may enroll students receiving online instruction under paragraph (E).

G. "Online teacher" means an employee of the enrolling district under paragraph (C) or the 
supplemental online course provider under paragraph (J) who holds the appropriate 
licensure under Minnesota Rules, chapter 8710, and is trained to provide online instruction 
under paragraph (E).
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H. "Student" means a Minnesota resident enrolled in a school defined under Minnesota 
Statutes, section 120A.22, subdivision 4, in kindergarten through grade 12 up to the age of 
21.

I. "Supplemental online course" means an online learning course taken in place of a course 
provided by the student's enrolling district under paragraph (C).

J. "Supplemental online course provider" means a school district, an intermediate school 
district, an organization of two or more school districts operating under a joint powers 
agreement, or a charter school located in Minnesota that is authorized by the Minnesota 
Department of Education (MDE) to provide supplemental online courses under paragraph 
(I).

IV. DIGITAL INSTRUCTION 

A. An enrolling district may provide digital instruction, including blended instruction and 
online instruction, to the district's own enrolled students. Enrolling districts may establish 
agreements to provide digital instruction, including blended instruction and online 
instruction, to students enrolled in the cooperating schools.

B. When online instruction is provided, an online teacher shall perform all duties of teacher 
of record under Minnesota Rules, part 8710.0310. Unless the Commissioner of MDE grants 
a waiver, a teacher providing online instruction shall not instruct more than 40 students in 
any one online learning course or section.

C. Students receiving online instruction full time shall be reported as enrolled in an online 
instructional site.

D. Curriculum used for digital instruction shall be aligned with Minnesota's current academic 
standards and benchmarks.

E. Digital instruction shall be accessible to students under section 504 of the federal 
Rehabilitation Act and Title II of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act.

F. An enrolling district providing digital instruction and a supplemental online course 
provider shall assist an enrolled student whose family qualifies for the education tax credit 
under Minnesota Statutes, section 290.0674 to acquire computer hardware and educational 
software so they may participate in digital instruction. Funds provided to a family to 
support digital instruction or supplemental online courses may only be used for qualifying 
expenses as determined by the provider. Nonconsumable materials purchased with public 
education funds remain the property of the provider. Records for any funds provided must 
be available for review by the public or MDE.

G. An enrolling district providing digital instruction shall establish and document procedures 
for determining attendance for membership and keep accurate records of daily attendance 
under Minnesota Statutes, section 120A.21.

V. SUPPLEMENTAL ONLINE COURSES

A. Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, sections 124D.03 and 124D.08 and Minnesota 
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Statutes, chapter 124E, procedures for applying to take supplemental online courses other 
than those offered by the student's enrolling district are as provided in this subdivision.

B. Any kindergarten through grade 12 student may apply to take a supplemental online course. 
The student, or the student's parent or guardian for a student under age 17, must submit an 
application for the proposed supplemental online course or courses. A student may:

1. apply to take an online course from a supplemental online course provider that 
meets or exceeds the academic standards of the course in the enrolling district they 
are replacing;

2. apply to take supplemental online courses for up to 50 percent of the student's 
scheduled course load; and

3. apply to take supplemental online courses no later than 15 school days after the 
student's enrolling district's term has begun. An enrolling district may waive the 
50 percent course enrollment limit or the 15-day time limit; and.

4. enroll in additional courses with the online learning provider under a separate 
agreement that includes terms for paying any tuition or course fees.

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature added this provision.]

C. A student taking a supplemental online course must have the same access to the computer 
hardware and education software available in a school as all other students in the enrolling 
district.

D. A supplemental online course provider must have a current, approved application to be 
listed by MDE as an approved provider. The supplemental online course provider must:

1. use an application form specified by MDE;

2. notify the student, the student's guardian if they are age 17 or younger, and 
enrolling district of the accepted application to take a supplemental online course 
within ten days of receiving a completed application;

3. notify the enrolling district of the course title, credits to be awarded, and the start 
date of the online course. A supplemental online course provider must make the 
online course syllabus available to the enrolling district;

4. request applicable academic support information for the student, including a copy 
of the IEP, EL support plan, or 504 plan; and

5. track student attendance and monitor academic progress and communicate with 
the student, the student's guardian if they are age 17 or younger, and the enrolling 
district's designated online learning liaison.

E. A supplemental online course provider may limit enrollment if the provider's school board 
or board of directors adopts by resolution specific standards for accepting and rejecting 
students' applications. The provisions may not discriminate against any protected class or 
students with disabilities.
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F. A supplemental online course provider may request that MDE review an enrolling district's 
written decision to not accept a student's supplemental online course application. The 
student may participate in the supplemental online course while the application is under 
review. Decisions shall be final and binding for both the enrolling district and the 
supplemental online course provider.

G. A supplemental online course provider must participate in continuous improvement cycles 
with MDE.

VI. ENROLLING DISTRICT 

A. An enrolling district may not restrict or prevent a student from applying to take 
supplemental online courses.

B. An enrolling district may request an online course syllabus to review whether the academic 
standards in the online course meet or exceed the academic standards in the course it would 
replace at the enrolling district.

C. Within 15 days after receiving notice of a student applying to take a supplemental online 
course, the enrolling district must notify the supplemental online course provider whether 
the student, the student's guardian, and the enrolling district agree that academic standards 
in the online course meet or exceed the academic standards in the course it would replace 
at the enrolling district. If the enrolling district does not agree that the academic standards 
in the online course meet or exceed the academic standards in the course it would replace 
at the enrolling district, then:

1. the enrolling district must provide a written explanation of the district's decision to 
the student, the student's guardian, and the supplemental online course provider; 
and

2. the online provider must provide a response to the enrolling district explaining how 
the course or program meets the graduation requirements of the enrolling district.

D. An enrolling district may reduce the course schedule of a student taking supplemental 
online courses in proportion to the number of supplemental online learning courses the 
student takes.

E. An enrolling district must appoint an online learning liaison who:

1. provides information to students and families about supplemental online courses;

2. provides academic support information including IEPs, EL support plans, and 
504 plans to supplemental online providers; and

3. monitors attendance and academic progress, and communicates with 
supplemental online learning providers, students, families, and enrolling district 
staff.

F. An enrolling district must continue to provide support services to students taking 
supplemental online courses as they would for any other enrolled student including support 
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for English learners, case management of an individualized education program, and meal 
and nutrition services for eligible students.

G. An online learning student must receive academic credit for completing the requirements 
of a supplemental online learning course. If a student completes an online learning course 
that meets or exceeds a graduation standard or the grade progression requirement at the 
enrolling district, that standard or requirement is met.

H. Secondary credits granted to a supplemental online learning student count toward the 
graduation and credit requirements of the enrolling district. The enrolling district must 
apply the same graduation requirements to all students, including students taking 
supplemental online courses.

I. An enrolling district must provide access to extracurricular activities for students taking 
supplemental online courses on the same basis as any other enrolled student.

VII. REPORTING 
 

Courses that include blended instruction and online instruction must be reported in the manner 
determined by the Commissioner of MDE.

LEGAL REFERENCES: Minn. Stat. § 120A.21 (Enrollment of a Student in Foster Care)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Act)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (School Board’s Approval to Enroll in 
Nonresident District; Exceptions)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.094 (Online Instruction Act)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 124E (Charter Schools)
Minn. Rules Ch. 8710 (Teacher and Other School Professional 
Licensing)

CROSS REFERENCES: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)

Policy Adopted: October 2023
Independent School District 110
Waconia, MN 55387
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102 EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that equal educational opportunity is provided for 
all students of the school district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to provide equal educational opportunity for all 
students.  The school district does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of one 
or more of the following: race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital 
status, parental status, status with regard to public assistance, disability, sexual 
orientation, including gender identity and expression, or age.  The school district 
also makes reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.

B. The school district prohibits harassment and discrimination of any individual based 
on any of the protected classifications listed above.  For information about the types 
of conduct that constitute violation of the school district’s policy on harassment and 
violence and the school district’s procedures for addressing such complaints, refer 
to the school district’s policy on harassment and violence (Policy 413). 

C. The school district prohibits discrimination of students with a disability, within the 
intent of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (“Section 504”), who need 
services, accommodations, or programs in order to receive a free appropriate public 
education.  For information as to protections that may apply pursuant to Section 
504 and the school district’s corresponding procedures for addressing disability 
discrimination complaints, refer to the school district’s policy on student disability 
nondiscrimination (Policy 521).

D. The school district prohibits sexual harassment discrimination of any individual on 
the basis of sex in its education programs or activities.  For information as to the 
protections that apply pursuant to Title IX and school district’s corresponding 
procedures and processes for addressing sexual harassment and discrimination, 
refer to the school district’s policy on Title IX sex nondiscrimination (Policy 522).

E. The school district shall provide equal opportunity for members of each sex and to 
members of all races and ethnicities to participate in its athletic program. In 
determining whether equal opportunity to participate in athletic programs is 
available for the purposes of this law, at least the following factors shall be 
considered to the extent that they are applicable to a given situation: whether the 
opportunity for males and females to participate in the athletic program reflects the 
demonstrated interest in athletics of the males and females in the student body of 
the educational institution; whether the opportunity for members of all races and 
ethnicities to participate in the athletic program reflects the demonstrated interest 
in athletics of members of all races and ethnicities in the student body of the 
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educational institution; whether the variety and selection of sports and levels of 
competition effectively accommodate the demonstrated interests of members of 
each sex; whether the variety and selection of sports and levels of competition 
effectively accommodate the demonstrated interests of members of all races and 
ethnicities; the provision of equipment and supplies; scheduling of games and 
practice times; assignment of coaches; provision of locker rooms; practice and 
competitive facilities; and the provision of necessary funds for teams of one sex.

F. This policy applies to all areas of education including academics, coursework, co-
curricular and extracurricular activities, or other rights or privileges of enrollment.

G. Every school district employee shall be responsible for complying with this policy.

H. Any student, parent, or guardian having a question regarding this policy should 
discuss it with the appropriate school district official as provided by policy.  In the 
absence of a specific designee, an inquiry or a complaint should be referred to the 
superintendent.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 121A.03, Subd. 2 (Sexual, Religious, and Racial Harassment 
and Violence Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.04 (Athletic Programs; Sex Discrimination)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act)
20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. (Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972)
42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq. (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964)
42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act)

Cross References:
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination Policy, 
Grievance Procedure and Process)

Policy Adopted: July 2007
Reviewed May 2016, Revised November 2019, revised December 2021, revised September 2023

Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN
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104 SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish a clear statement of the purpose for which the 
school district exists.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school board believes that a mission statement should be adopted.  The mission 
statement should be based on the beliefs and values of the community, should direct any 
change effort and should be the basis on which decisions are made.  The school board, on 
behalf of and with extensive participation by the community, should develop a consensus 
among its members regarding the nature of the enterprise the school board governs, the 
purposes it serves, the constituencies it should consider, including student representation, 
and the results it intends to produce.

III. OUR MISSION 

ISD 110 maximizes opportunities for all students to explore their passions and create 
their success by committing to a community that includes academic rigor, social growth, 
and emotional wellbeing.

A. OUR CORE VALUES

➢ Respect: We honor and listen to all voices to ensure everyone feels valued.
➢ Collaboration: We achieve our common goals through trust, teamwork, 

and partnership.
➢ Inclusiveness: We welcome all and seek multiple perspectives to create 

one connected community.
➢ Empathy: We listen and act with genuine care.
➢ Resilience: We empower one another and persevere with courage, 

determination, and optimism.

B. OUR VISION 
ISD110 commits to:

➢ Inspiring students to explore a variety of pathways including academic 
offerings and extra curricular activities that will allow them to recognize 
who they are and who they will become. 

➢ Fostering a community with a collective sense of belonging and wellbeing

➢ Establishing efficient systems and structures as part of a world-class 
school district that will create opportunities for staff to engage in 
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innovative teaching and students to experience academic success.

C. OUR STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS

Student Outcomes:

➢ Elementary student performance on MCAs
➢ Middle school student performance on MCAs
➢ High school student readiness for post-high school success

Student & Staff Experience

➢ Physically and emotionally safe at school
➢ Recognize & respond to cultural commonalities and differences. Feel 

welcomed, respected, and heard
➢ Access to inclusive academic, leadership, service and social experiences

Systems & Structures

➢ Management of financial resources
➢ Proactive planning for and management of facilities
➢ Monitor & promote student enrollment

D. STRATEGIC PLAN can be viewed on the district website: 
      isd110.org/about-us/isd-110-strategic-plan

IV. REVIEW

The school board will review the school district’s mission every two years, especially 
when members of the board change.  The school board will conduct a comprehensive 
review of the mission, including the beliefs and values of the community, every five to 
seven years.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing  
Curriculum, Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readiness)

Cross References:

Original Board Policy Adopted: 
Amended: December 8, 1986 / March 11, 1996 / July 2007
May 2016 / December 9, 2019/September 2022/ May 2024
Independent School District 110  
Waconia, Minnesota
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207 PUBLIC HEARINGS

I. PURPOSE

The school board recognizes the importance of obtaining public input on matters properly before 
the school board during a public hearing.  The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures 
to efficiently receive public input.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

For the school board to efficiently receive public input on matters properly before the school 
board, the school board establishes the procedures set forth in this policy are established.

III. PROCEDURES

A. Public Hearings

Public hearings are required by law concerning certain issues, including but not limited 
to, school closings (Minnesota Statutes section 123B.51), education district 
establishment (Minnesota Statutes section 123A.15), and agreements for secondary 
education (Minnesota Statutes section 123A.30).  Additionally, other public hearings 
may be held by the school board on school district matters at the school board’s 
discretion

B. Notice of Public Hearings

Public notice of a public hearing required by law shall be given as provided by the 
enabling legislation.  Public notice of other hearings shall be given in the manner 
required for a regular meeting if held in conjunction with a regular meeting, in the 
manner required for a special meeting if held in conjunction with a special meeting, or 
as otherwise determined by the school board.

C. Public Participation

The school board retains the right to require that those in attendance at a public hearing 
indicate their desire to address the school board and complete and file with the clerk of 
the school board an appropriate request card prior to commencement of the hearing if 
the school board utilizes this procedure.   In that case, any request to address the school 
board after the commencement of the hearing will be granted only at the school board’s 
discretion.

1. Format of Request:  If required by the school board, a written request of an 
individual or a group to address the school board shall contain the name and 
address of the person or group seeking to address the school board.  It shall 
also contain the name of the group represented, if any, and a brief statement 
of the subject to be covered or the issue to be addressed.

[NOTE: The word ‘address’ is removed here to align this provision with the 
removal of ‘address’ from Model Policy 206.]

2. Time Limitation:  The school board retains the discretion to limit the time for 
each presentation as needs dictate.
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3. Groups:  The school board retains the discretion to require that any group of 
persons who desire to address the school board designate one representative or 
spokesperson.    If the school board requires designation of a representative or 
spokesperson, no other person in the group will be recognized to address the 
school board, except as the school board otherwise determines.

4. Privilege to Speak:  A school board member should direct remarks or questions 
through the chair.  Only those speakers recognized by the chair will be allowed 
to speak.  Comments by others are out of order.  Individuals who interfere with 
or interrupt speakers, the school board, or the proceedings may be directed to 
leave.

5. Personal Attacks:  Personal attacks by anyone addressing the school board are 
unacceptable. Persistence in such remarks by an individual shall terminate that 
person’s privilege to address the school board.

6. Limitations on Participation:  Depending upon the number of persons in 
attendance seeking to be heard, the school board reserves the right to impose 
such other limitations and restrictions as necessary to provide an orderly, 
efficient, and fair opportunity to be heard.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123A.15 (Establishing Education Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123A.30 (Agreements for Secondary Education)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.51 (Schoolhouses and Sites; Uses for School and Nonschool 
Purposes;  Closings)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 206 (Public Participation in School Board 
Meetings/Complaints about Persons at School Board Meetings and Data Privacy 
Considerations)

Policy Adopted April 14, 1997
Revised: November 12, 2001, April 11, 2005, November 2007, June 2011, November 2019, October 
2022

Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN
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419 TOBACCO-FREE ENVIRONMENT; POSSESSION AND USE OF TOBACCO, TOBACCO-
RELATED DEVICES, AND ELECTRONIC DELIVERY DEVICES; VAPING AWARENESS AND 
PREVENTION INSTRUCTION 

[Note: School districts are not required by statute to have a policy addressing these 
issues.  However, Minnesota Statutes section 144.416 requires that entities that 
control public places must make reasonable efforts to prevent smoking in public 
places, including the posting of signs or any other means which may be appropriate. 
Additionally, Minnesota Statutes section 120B.238 requires that vaping prevention 
instruction be provided as set forth in this policy.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to maintain a learning and working environment that is tobacco 
free.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. A violation of this policy occurs when any student, teacher, administrator, other school 
personnel of the school district, or person smokes or uses tobacco, tobacco-related 
devices, or carries or uses an activated electronic delivery device in a public school.  This 
prohibition extends to all facilities, whether owned, rented, or leased, and all vehicles 
that a school district owns, leases, rents, contracts for, or controls.  In addition, this 
prohibition includes vehicles used, in whole or in part, for work purposes, during hours 
of school operation, if more than one person is present.  This prohibition includes all 
school district property and all off-campus events sponsored by the school district.

B. A violation of this policy occurs when any elementary school, middle school, or 
secondary school student possesses any type of tobacco, tobacco-related devices, or 
electronic delivery devices in a public school.  This prohibition extends to all facilities, 
whether owned, rented, or leased, and all vehicles that a school district owns, leases, 
rents, contracts for, or controls and includes vehicles used, in whole or in part, for school 
purposes, during hours of school operation, if more than one person is present.  This 
prohibition includes all school district property and all off-campus events sponsored by 
the school district.

C. The school district will act to enforce this policy and to discipline or take appropriate 
action against any student, teacher, administrator, school personnel, or person who is 
found to have violated this policy.

[Note: The following language is not required by law, but is recommended by MSBA 
for inclusion in this policy.]

D. The school district will not solicit or accept any contributions or gifts of money, curricula, 
materials, or equipment from companies that directly manufacture and are identified 
with tobacco products, tobacco-related devices, or electronic delivery devices.  The 
school district will not promote or allow promotion of tobacco products or electronic 
delivery devices on school property or at school-sponsored events.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Electronic delivery device” means any product containing or delivering nicotine, lobelia, 
or any other substance, whether natural or synthetic, intended for human consumption 
that can be used by a person to simulate smoking in the delivery of nicotine or any other 
substance through inhalation of aerosol or vapor from the product.  Electronic delivery 
devices includes but is not limited to devices manufactured, marketed, or sold as 
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electronic cigarettes, electronic cigars, electronic pipe, vape pens, modes, tank systems, 
or under any other product name or descriptor. Electronic delivery device includes any 
component part of a product, whether or not marketed or sold separately.  Electronic 
delivery device excludes drugs, devices, or combination products, as those terms are 
defined in the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, that are authorized for sale by the 
United States Food and Drug Administration.

B. “Heated tobacco product” means a tobacco product that produces aerosols containing 
nicotine and other chemicals which are inhaled by users through the mouth.

C. “Tobacco” means cigarettes and any product containing, made, or derived from tobacco 
that is intended for human consumption, whether chewed, smoked, absorbed, dissolved, 
inhaled, snorted, sniffed, or ingested by any other means, or any component, part, or 
accessory of a tobacco product, including, but not limited to, cigars; cheroots; stogies; 
perique; granulated, plug cut, crimp cut, ready rubbed, and other smoking tobacco; 
snuff; snuff flour; cavendish; plug and twist tobacco; fine cut and other chewing 
tobacco; shorts; refuse scraps, clippings, cuttings and sweepings of tobacco; and other 
kinds and forms of tobacco. Tobacco excludes any drugs, devices, or combination 
products, as those terms are defined in the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, that 
are authorized for sale by the United States Food and Drug Administration.

D. “Tobacco-related devices” means cigarette papers or pipes for smoking or other devices 
intentionally designed or intended to be used in a manner which enables the chewing, 
sniffing, smoking, or inhalation of vapors aerosol or vapor of tobacco or tobacco 
products.  Tobacco-related devices include components of tobacco-related devices which 
may be marketed or sold separately.

E. “Smoking” means inhaling, exhaling, burning, or carrying any lighted or heated cigar, 
cigarette, pipe, or any other lighted or heated product containing, made, or derived from 
nicotine, tobacco, marijuana, or other plant, whether natural or synthetic, that is 
intended for inhalation.  Smoking includes carrying or using an activated electronic 
delivery device.

F. “Vaping” means using an activated electronic delivery device or heated tobacco product.

IV. EXCEPTIONS

A. A violation of this policy does not occur when an Indian adult lights tobacco on school 
district property as a part of a traditional Indian spiritual or cultural ceremony.  An 
American Indian student may carry a medicine pouch containing loose tobacco intended 
as observance of traditional spiritual or cultural practices. An Indian is a person who is 
a member of an Indian tribe as defined under Minnesota law.

B. A violation of this policy does not occur when an adult nonstudent possesses a tobacco 
or nicotine product that has been approved by the United States Food and Drug 
Administration for sale as a tobacco-cessation product, as a tobacco-dependence 
product, or for other medical purposes, and is being marketed and sold solely for such 
an approved purpose.  Nothing in this exception authorizes smoking or use of tobacco, 
tobacco-related devices, or electronic delivery devices on school property or at off-
campus events sponsored by the school district.

C. An American Indian student or staff member may use tobacco, sage, sweetgrass, and 
cedar to conduct individual or group smudging in a public school.  The process for 
conducting smudging is determined by the building or site administrator. Smudging 
must be conducted under the direct supervision of an appropriate staff member, as 
determined by the building or site administrator.
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V. VAPING PREVENTION INSTRUCTION

A. The school district must provide vaping prevention instruction at least once to students 
in grades 6 through 8. 

B. The school district may use instructional materials based upon the Minnesota 
Department of Health’s school e-cigarette toolkit or may use other smoking prevention 
instructional materials with a focus on vaping and the use of electronic delivery devices 
and heated tobacco products. The instruction may be provided as part of the school 
district’s locally developed health standards

.

VI. ENFORCEMENT

A. All individuals on school premises shall adhere to this policy.

B. Students who violate this tobacco-free policy shall be subject to school district discipline 
procedures.

C. School district administrators and other school personnel who violate this tobacco-free 
policy shall be subject to school district discipline procedures.

D. School district action taken for violation of this policy will be consistent with 
requirements of applicable collective bargaining agreements, Minnesota or federal law, 
and school district policies.

E. Persons who violate this tobacco-free policy may be referred to the building 
administration or other school district supervisory personnel responsible for the area or 
program at which the violation occurred.

F. School administrators may call the local law enforcement agency to assist with 
enforcement of this policy.  Smoking or use of any tobacco product in a public school is 
a violation of the Minnesota Clean Indoor Air Act and/or the Freedom to Breathe Act of 
2007 and is a petty misdemeanor.  A court injunction may be instituted against a 
repeated violator.

G. No persons shall be discharged, refused to be hired, penalized, discriminated against, 
or in any manner retaliated against for exercising any right to a smoke-free environment 
provided by the Freedom to Breathe Act of 2007 or other law.

VII. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY

A. This policy shall appear in the student handbook.

B. The school district will develop a method of discussing this policy with students and 
employees.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.238 (Vaping Awareness and Prevention)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.08 (Smudging Permitted)
Minn. Stat. §§ 144.411-144.417 (Minnesota Clean Indoor Air Act)
Minn. Stat. § 609.685 (Sale of Tobacco to Persons Under Age 21)

2007 Minn. Laws Ch. 82 (Freedom to Breathe Act of 
2007)
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Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School 
District Employees)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

Policy Adopted: June 8, 1988
Revised: February 11, 2002, May 12, 2008, June 2011, August 2015, December 2018, December 2019, 
June 2021, April 2023, September 2023

Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN
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521 STUDENT DISABILITY NONDISCRIMINATION

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these 
issues.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to protect students with disabilities from discrimination on the basis 
of disability and to identify and evaluate learners who, within the intent of Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504), need services, accommodations, or programs in order 
that such learners may receive a free appropriate public education.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Students with disabilities who meet the criteria of Paragraph C. below are protected 
from discrimination on the basis of a disability.

B The responsibility of the school district is to identify and evaluate learners who, within 
the intent of Section 504, need services, accommodations, or programs in order that 
such learners may receive a free appropriate public education.

C. For this policy, a learner who is protected under Section 504 is one who:

1. has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of 
such person’s major life activities; or

2. has a record of such an impairment; or

3. is regarded as having such an impairment.

4. has an impairment that is episodic or in remission and would materially limit a 
major life activity when active.

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature revised the definition of ‘disability’ in 
Minnesota Statutes, section 363A.03, subdivision 12]

D. Learners may be protected from disability discrimination and be eligible for services, 
accommodations, or programs under the provisions of Section 504 even though they 
are not eligible for special education pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act.

III. COORDINATOR

Persons who have questions or comments should contact the Director of Special Education,  
District Office 512 Industrial Blvd, Waconia, MN 55387, or call (952) 442-0600. This person is 
the school district’s Americans with Disabilities Act/Section 504 coordinator. Persons who wish 
to make a complaint regarding a disability discrimination matter may use the accompanying 
Student Disability Discrimination Grievance Report Form. The form should be given to the 
ADA/Section 504 coordinator.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 363A.03, Subd. 12 (Definitions)
42 U.S.C. Ch. 126 (Equal Opportunity for Individuals with Disabilities)
29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504)
34 C.F.R. Part 104 (Section 504 Implementing Regulations)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 402 (Disability Nondiscrimination)
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607 ORGANIZATION OF GRADE LEVELS

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to address the grade level organization of schools within the school 
district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to address the groupings of grade levels as recognized 
in Minn. Stat. § Minnesota Statutes section 120A.05, as follows:

[Note:  Each school district should identify within the groupings as defined in Minn. 
Stat. §Minnesota Statutes section 120A.05, how grade levels shall be organized within 
the school district  from the options listed below:

Prekindergarten:          Prekindergarten
Elementary: Grades kindergarten through 5
Middle School: Grades 6 through 8
High School: Grades 9 through 12

B. The superintendent may seek school board approval to administer certain programs on a 
nongraded basis or a design different from that indicated.  Program proposals that seek 
school board approval must meet all state requirements and reflect the rationale for the 
modification.

C. The school district may request documentation that verifies a student falls within the 
school’s minimum and maximum age requirements for admission to publicly funded 
prekindergarten, preschool, kindergarten, or grades 1 through 12. Documentation may 
include a passport, a hospital birth record or physician’s certificate, a baptismal or religious 
certificate, an adoption record, health records, immunization records, immigration records, 
previously verified school records, early childhood screening records, Minnesota 
Immunization Information Connection records, or an affidavit from a parent.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Kindergarten” means a program designed for students five years of age on September 1 
of the calendar year in which the school year commences that prepares students to enter 
first grade the following school year.

B. “Prekindergarten” means a program designed for students younger than five years of age 
on September 1 of the calendar year in which the school year commences that prepares 
students to enter kindergarten the following school year.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.05, Subds. 9, 10a, 11, 13, 17 (DefinitionsPublic Schools) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.20, Subd. 4 (Verification of Age for Admission to Public 
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School)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02, Subd. 2 (General Powers of Independent School Districts)

Cross References: None
[NOTE: School districts with a voluntary prekindergarten program may choose to add a 
provision in line with Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.1, which was updated in 2024. The 
statute states that a school district may establish a voluntary prekindergarten program for 
eligible four-year-old children (the italicized language is new.)]

Policy Adopted: May 2006
August 2015, reviewed July 2020, revised July 2021, revised December 2022 
Independent School District No. 110 Waconia, MN 55387
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614 SCHOOL DISTRICT TESTING PLAN AND PROCEDURE

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to set forth the school district’s testing plan and procedure.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is to implement procedures for testing, test security, 
documentation, and record keeping.

III. DUTIES OF SCHOOL DISTRICT PERSONNEL REGARDING TEST ADMINISTRATION

[Note: This listing of school personnel may not be consistent with the personnel in the 
school district and, consequently, should be amended to reflect the personnel with 
responsibility for testing in the particular school district.]

A. Superintendent

1. Responsibilities before testing.

a. Designate a district assessment coordinator and district technology 
coordinator.

b. The superintendent, or a designee who has been authorized to be the 
identified official with authority by the school board, pre-authorizes staff 
access for applicable Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) secure 
systems.

c. Annually review and recertify staff who have access to MDE secure 
systems.

d. Read and complete the Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure.

[Note: This form is available on the Minnesota PearsonAccess 
Next website—see Cross References for website 
address.included in the 614 Form file of the Policy Reference 
Manual.]

e. Establish a culture of academic integrity.

f. Fully cooperate with MDE representatives conducting site visits or 
Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) audits during testing.

g. Ensure student information is current and accurate.

h. Ensure that a current district test security procedure is in place and that 
all relevant staff have been provided district training on test 
administration and test security.

i. Ensure that a current process is included for tracking which students 
tested with which test monitors and any other adult(s) who were present 
in the testing room (e.g., staff providing assistance, paraprofessionals, 
etc.).
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j. Confirm the district assessment coordinator has current information and 
training specific to test security and the administration of statewide 
assessments.

k. Confirm the district assessment coordinator completes Pre-test Editing 
in the Test Web Edit System (WES).

l. Post on the school district website the complete Parent/Guardian Guide 
and Refusal for Student Participation in Statewide Testing form.

2. Responsibilities after testing.

a. Confirm the district assessment coordinator and Minnesota Automated 
Reporting Student System (MARSS) coordinator complete Post-test 
Editing in Test WES.

b. Verify with the district assessment coordinator that all test security 
issues have been reported to MDE and are being addressed.

c. Confirm the MARSS coordinator has updated all student records for 
Post-test Editing.

d. Confirm the district assessment coordinator has finalized the district’s 
assessment information prior to the close of Post-test Editing in Test 
WES.

e. Confirm the district assessment coordinator, or designee, has access to 
the Graduation Requirements Records (GRR) system and enters 
necessary information.

f. Discuss assessment results with the district assessment coordinator and 
school administrators.

B. District Assessment Coordinator

1. Responsibilities before testing.

a. Serve as primary contact with MDE regarding policy and procedure 
questions related to test administration.

b. Read and complete the Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure.

c. Confirm all staff who handle test materials, administer tests, or have 
access to secure test content have completed the Assurance of Test 
Security and Non-Disclosure.

(1) Maintain the completed Assurance of Test Security and Non-
Disclosure for two years after the end of the academic school 
year in which testing took place.

d. Review with all staff the Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure 
and their responsibilities thereunder.

e. Identify appropriate tests for students and ensure student data sent to 
service providers for testing are correct.

f. Establish district testing schedule within the testing windows specified 
by the MDE and service providers.
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g. Prepare testing conditions, including user access to service provider 
websites, preparing readiness for online testing, preparing a plan for 
tracking which students test on which computers or devices, ensure 
accommodations are indicated as necessary, providing students with 
opportunity to become familiar with test format, item types, and tools 
prior to test administration; establishing process for inventorying and 
distributing secure test materials where necessary; preparing 
procedures for expected and unexpected situations occurring during 
testing; planning for addressing technical issues while testing; identify 
staff who will enter student responses from paper accommodated test 
materials and scores from MTAS administration online.

h. Train school assessment coordinators, test monitors, MTAS test 
administrators, and ACCESS (test for English language learners) and 
Alternate ACCESS test administrators.

(1) Provide training on proper test administration and test security 
(Pearson’s Training Management System).

(2) Verify staff complete any and all test-specific training.

i. Maintain security of test content, test materials, and record of all staff 
involved.

(1) Receive secure paper test materials from the service provider 
and immediately lock them in a previously identified secure 
area, inventory same, and contact service provider with any 
discrepancies.

(2) Organize secure test materials for online administrations and 
keep them secure.

(3) Define chain of custody for providing test materials to test 
monitors and administrators.  The chain of custody must 
address the process for providing test materials on the day of 
testing, distributing test materials to and collecting test 
materials from students at the time of testing, keeping test 
materials secure between testing sessions, and returning test 
materials after testing is completed.

j. Confirm that all students have appropriate test materials.

2. Responsibilities on testing day(s).

a. Conduct random, unannounced visits to testing rooms to observe staff 
adherence to test security and policies and procedures.

b. Fully cooperate with MDE representatives conducting site visits or MTAS 
audits.

c. Contact the MDE assessment contact within 24 hours of a security 
breach and submit the Test Security Notification in Test WES within 48 
hours.

d. Address invalidations and test or accountability codes.

3. Responsibilities after testing.

a. Ensure that student responses from paper accommodated test materials 
and MTAS scores are entered.
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b. Arrange for secure disposal of all test materials that are not required to 
be returned within 48 hours after the close of the testing window.

c. Return secure test materials as outlined in applicable manuals and 
resources.

d. Collect security documents and maintain them for two years from the 
end of the academic school year in which testing took place.

e. Review student assessment data and resolve any issues.

f. Distribute Individual Student Reports no later than fall parent/teacher 
conferences.

g. Enter Graduation Requirements Records in the GRR system.

C. School Principal

1. Responsibilities before testing.

a. Designate a school assessment coordinator and technology coordinator 
for the building.

b. Be knowledgeable about proper test administration and test security as 
outlined in manuals and directions.

c. Read and complete the Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure.

d. Communicate the importance of test security and expectation that staff 
will keep test content secure and act with honesty and integrity during 
test administration.

e. Provide adequate secure storage space for secure test materials before, 
during, and after testing until they are returned to the service provider 
or securely disposed of.

f. Ensure adequate computers and/or devices are available and rooms are 
appropriately set up for online testing.

g. Verify that all test monitors and test administrators receive proper 
training for test administration.

h. Ensure students taking specified tests have opportunity to become 
familiar with test format, item types, and tools prior to test 
administration.

i. Include the complete Parent/Guardian Guide and Refusal for Student 
Participation in Statewide Testing form in the student handbook.

2. Responsibilities on testing day(s).

a. Ensure that test administration policies and procedures and test security 
requirements in all manuals and directions are followed.

b. Fully cooperate with MDE representatives conducting site visits or MTAS 
audits.

3. Responsibilities after testing.

Commented [1]: @mthomas@isd110.org  Here's an 
addition for the student 
handbooks https://isd110.org/sites/default/files/files/con
tent/2022-23-statewide-assessments-parent-guardian-
participation-guide-and-refusal-information-re-
042122.pdf
_Assigned to Matt Thomas_
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a. Ensure all secure test materials are collected, returned, and/or disposed 
of securely as required in any manual.

b. Ensure requirements for embargoed final assessment results are 
followed.

D. School Assessment Coordinator

1. Responsibilities before testing.

a. Implement test administration and test security policies and procedures.

b. Read and complete the Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure.

c. Ensure all staff who handle test materials, administer tests, or have 
access to secure test content read and complete the Assurance of Test 
Security and Non-Disclosure.

d. Identify appropriate tests for students and ensure student data sent to 
service providers for testing are correct.

e. Prepare testing conditions, including the following: schedule rooms and 
computer labs; arrange for test monitors and administrators; arrange 
for additional staff to assist with unexpected situations; arrange for 
technology staff to assist with technical issues; develop a plan for 
tracking which students test on which computers or devices; plan 
seating arrangements for students; ensure preparations are completed 
for Optional Local Purpose Assessment (OLPA), Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessment (MCA), and ACCESS online testing; ensure 
accommodations are properly reported; confirm how secure paper test 
materials will arrive and quantities to expect; address accommodations 
and specific test administration procedures; determine staff who will 
enter the student responses from paper accommodated test materials 
and scores from MTAS administrations online.

f. Train staff, including all state-provided training materials, policies and 
procedures, and test-specific training.

g. Maintain security of test content and test materials.

(1) Receive secure paper test materials from the service provider 
and immediately lock them in a previously identified secure 
area, inventory same, and contact service provider with any 
discrepancies.

(2) Organize secure test materials for online administrations and 
keep them secure.

(3) Follow chain of custody for providing test materials to test 
monitors and administrators.  The chain of custody must 
address the process for providing test materials on the day of 
testing, distributing test materials to and collecting test 
materials from students at the time of testing, keeping test 
materials secure between testing sessions, and returning test 
materials after testing is completed.

(4) Identify need for additional test materials to district assessment 
coordinator.
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(5) Provide MTAS student data collection forms if necessary.

(6) Distribute applicable ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Test 
Administrator Scripts and Test Administration Manuals to test 
administrators so they can become familiar with the script and 
prepare for test administration.

(7) Confirm that all students taking ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS 
have appropriate test materials and preprinted student 
information on the label is accurate.

2. Responsibilities on testing day(s).

a. Distribute materials to test monitors and ACCESS test administrators 
and ensure security of test materials between testing sessions and that 
district procedures are followed.

b. Ensure Test Monitor and Student Directions and Test Administrator 
Scripts are followed and answer questions regarding same.

c. Fully cooperate with MDE representatives conducting site visits or MTAS 
audits, as applicable.

d. Conduct random, unannounced visits to testing rooms to observe staff 
adherence to test security and test administration policies and 
procedures.

e. Report testing irregularities to district assessment coordinator using the 
Test Administration Report.

[Note: This form is available on the Minnesota PearsonAccess 
Next website—see Cross References for website address.Note: 
This form is included in the 614 Form file of the Policy Reference 
Manual.]

f. Report security breaches to the district assessment coordinator as soon 
as possible.

3. Responsibilities after testing.

a. Ensure that all paper test materials are kept locked and secure and 
security checklists completed.

b. Ensure that student responses from paper accommodated test materials 
and MTAS scores are entered.

c. Arrange for secure disposal of all test materials that are not required to 
be returned within 48 hours after the close of the testing window.

d. Return secure test materials as outlined in applicable manuals and 
resources.

e. Prepare materials for pickup by designated carrier on designated 
date(s).  Maintain security of all materials.

f. Ensure requirements for embargoed final assessment results are 
followed.
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E. Technology Coordinator

1. Ensure that district is prepared for online test administration and provide 
technical support to district staff.

2. Acquire all necessary user identifications and passwords.

3. Read and complete the Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure.

4. Fully cooperate with MDE representatives conducting site visits or MTAS audits.

5. Attend district training and any service provider technology training.

6. Review, use, and be familiar with all service provider technical documentation.

7. Prepare computers and devices for online testing.

8. Confirm site readiness.

9. Provide all necessary accessories for testing, technical support/troubleshooting 
during test administration and contact service provider help desks as needed.

F. Test Monitor

1. Responsibilities before testing.

a. Read and complete the Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure.

b. Attend trainings related to test administration and security.

c. Complete required training course(s) for tests administering.

d. Be knowledgeable about how to contact the school assessment 
coordinator during testing, where to pick up materials on day of test, 
and plan for securing test materials between test sessions.

e. Be knowledgeable regarding student accommodations.

f. Remove or cover any instructional posters or visual materials in the 
testing room.

2. Responsibilities on testing day(s).

a. Before test.

(1) Receive and maintain security of test materials.

(2) Verify that all test materials are received.

(3) Ensure proper number of computers/devices or paper 
accommodated test materials are present.

(4) Verify student testing tickets and appropriate allowable 
materials.

(5) Assign numbered test books to individual students.

(6) Complete information as directed.
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(7) Record extra test materials.

b. During test.

(1) Verify that students are logged in and taking the correct test or 
using the correct grade-level and tier test booklet for students 
with paper accommodated test materials.

(2) Follow all directions and scripts exactly.

(3) Follow procedures for restricting student access to cell phones 
and other electronic devices, including wearable electronic 
devices.

(4) Stay in testing room and remain attentive during entire test 
session. Practice active monitoring by circulating throughout the 
room during testing.

[Note: School districts may allow test monitors to use 
their cell phones only to alert other staff of issues.  If 
allowed, the school district should train the test monitors 
on proper and improper use.]

(5) Be knowledgeable about responding to emergency or unusual 
circumstances and technology issues.

(6) Do not review, discuss, capture, email, post, or share test 
content in any format.

(7) Ensure all students have been provided the opportunity to 
independently demonstrate their knowledge.

(8) Fully cooperate with MDE representatives conducting site visits 
or MTAS audits.

(9) Document the students who tested with the test monitor and 
any other adult(s) who were present in the testing room (e.g., 
staff providing assistance, paraprofessionals, etc.).

(10) Document students who require a scribe or translated directions 
or any unusual circumstances and report to school assessment 
coordinator.

(11) Report any possible security breaches as soon as possible.

c. After test.

(1) Follow directions and scripts exactly.

(2) Collect all materials and keep secure after each session.  Upon 
completion return to the school assessment coordinator.

(3) Immediately report any missing test materials to the school 
assessment coordinator.

G. MTAS Test Administrator

1. Before testing.

a. Read and complete the Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure.
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b. Attend trainings related to test administration and security.

c. Complete required training course(s) for tests administering.

d. Be knowledgeable as to when and where to pick up MTAS materials and 
the school’s plan for keeping test materials secure.

e. Prepare test materials for administration, including objects and 
manipulatives, special instructions, and specific adaptations for each 
student.

2. Responsibility on testing day(s).

a. Before the test.

(1) Maintain security of materials.

(2) Confirm appropriate MTAS materials are available and prepared 
for student.

b. During the test.

(1) Administer each task to each student and record the score.

(2) Be knowledgeable about how to contact the district or school 
assessment coordinator, if necessary, and responding to 
emergency and unusual circumstances.

(3) Fully cooperate with MDE representatives conducting site visits 
or MTAS audits.

(4) Document and report and unusual circumstances to district or 
school assessment coordinator.

c. After the test.

(1) Keep materials secure.

(2) Return all materials.

(3) Return objects and manipulatives to classroom.

(4) Enter MTAS scores online or return data collection forms to the 
district or school assessment coordinator.

H. MARSS Coordinator

1. Responsibilities before testing.

a. Confirm all eligible students have unique state student identification 
(SSID) or MARSS numbers.

b. Ensure English language and special education designations are current 
and correct for students testing based on those designations.

c. Submit MARSS data on an ongoing basis to ensure accurate student 
demographic and enrollment information.

2. Responsibilities after testing.
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a. Ensure accurate enrollment of students in schools during the 
accountability windows.

b. Ensure MARSS identifying characteristics are correct, especially for any 
student not taking an accountability test.

c. Work with district assessment coordinator to edit discrepancies during 
the Post-test Edit window in Test WES.

I. Any Person with Access to Test Materials

Read and complete the Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure.

IV. TEST SECURITY 

A. Test Security Procedures will be adopted by school district administration.

[Note: This form is available on the Minnesota PearsonAccess Next website—
see Cross References for website address.Note: A sample procedure that has 
been approved by MDE is included in the 614 Form file of the Policy Reference 
Manual.]

B. Students will be informed of the following:

1. The importance of test security;

2. Expectation that students will keep test content secure;

3. Expectation that students will act with honesty and integrity during test 
administration; 

4. Expectation that students will not access cell phones, wearable technology (e.g., 
smart watches, fitness trackers), or other devices that can electronically send 
or receive information.  The test of a student who wears a device during testing 
must be invalidated.

If a student completes testing and then accesses a cell phone or other prohibited 
device (including wearable technology), the school district must take further 
action to determine if the test should be invalidated, rather than automatically 
invalidating the test.

5. Availability of the online Test Security Tip Line on the MDE website for reporting 
suspected incidents of cheating or other improper or unethical behavior.

C. Staff will be informed of the following:

1. Availability of the online Test Security Tip Line on the MDE website for reporting 
suspected incidents of cheating or other improper or unethical behavior.

2. Other contact information and options for reporting security concerns.

V.  REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION FOR PROGRAM AUDIT

A. The school district shall maintain records necessary for program audits conducted by 
MDE.  The records must include documentation consisting of the following:

1. Signed Assurance of Test Security and Non-Disclosure forms must be 
maintained for two years after the end of the academic year in which the testing 
took place.
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2. School district security checklists provided in the test materials shipment must 
be maintained for two years after the end of the academic school year in which 
testing took place.

3. School security checklists provided in the test materials shipment must be 
maintained for two years after the end of the academic school year in which 
testing took place.

4. Test Monitor Test Materials Security Checklist provided for each group of 
students assigned to a test monitor must be maintained for two years after the 
end of the academic school year in which testing took place.

5. School district test monitor tracking documentation must be maintained for two 
years after the end of the academic year in which the tracking took place.

6. ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Packing List and Security Checklist provided in 
the test materials shipment must be maintained for two years after the end of 
the academic school year in which testing took place.

7. Documentation of school district staff training on test administration and test 
security must be maintained for two years after the end of the academic school 
year in which testing took place.

8. Test Security Notification must be maintained for two years after the end of the 
academic school year in which testing took place.

9. Test Administration Report must be maintained for one year after the end of the 
academic school year in which testing took place.

10. Record of staff trainings and test-specific trainings must be maintained for one 
year after the end of the academic year in which testing took place.

VI. RETALIATION PROHIBITED

An employee who discloses information to the MDE Commissioner or a parent 
or guardian about service disruptions or technical interruptions related to 
administering assessments under this section is protected under section 
181.932, governing disclosure of information by employees.

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature enacted this provision.]

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13.34 (Examination Data)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum 
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readiness the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.36, Subd. 2 (School Accountability) Adequate Yearly 
Progress
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0010-3501.0180 (Graduation Standards – Mathematics 
and Reading) (repealed Minn. L. 2013, Ch. 116. Art. 2, 22)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0200-2501.0290 (Graduation Standards – Written 
Composition) (repealed Minn. L. 2013, Ch. 116, Art. 2, 22)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.066055 (Academic Standards for Language 
Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.082 00 3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.096055  (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1000 – 3501.1190 (graduation Required Assessment for 
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Diploma) (repealed Minn. L. 2013, Ch. 116, Art. 2, 22)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical 
Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and 
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
Minnesota PearsonAccess Next Resources and Forms:
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-procedures/ 

Policy Adopted: January 2004
Revised: January 2023
Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN

http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-procedures/
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Students
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615 TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND EXEMPTIONS FOR IEPS, 
SECTION 504 PLANS, AND LEP STUDENTS

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of the policy is to provide adequate opportunity for students identified as having 
individualized education program (IEP), Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section § 504 
accommodation plan (504 plan), or English Learner (EL) needs to participate in statewide 
assessment systems designed to hold schools accountable for the academic performance of all 
students.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS)

1. The school district will utilize the existing annual review of IEPs or 504 plans to 
review, on a case-by-case basis, and determine how a student with a disability 
will participate in statewide testing.

2. Participation decisions will be made separately for mathematics, reading, and 
science.  The assessment options are the Minnesota Comprehensive 
Assessment (MCA) and the MTAS.

3. Eligibility Requirements

a. The following requirements must be met for a student with a significant 
cognitive disability to be eligible for the MTAS:

(1) The IEP team must consider the student’s ability to access the 
MCA, with or without accommodations;

(2) The IEP must review the student’s instructional program to 
ensure that the student is receiving instruction linked to the 
general education curriculum to the extent appropriate.  If 
instruction is not linked to the general education curriculum, the 
IEP team must review the student’s goals and determine how 
access to the general curriculum will be provided;

(3) The IEP team determined the student’s cognitive functioning to 
be significantly below age expectations.  The team also 
determined that the student’s disability has a significant impact 
on his or her the student’s ability to function in multiple 
environments, including home, school, and community;

(4) The IEP team determined that the student needs explicit and 
intensive instruction and/or extensive supports in multiple 
settings to acquire, maintain, and generalize academic and life 
skills in order to actively participate in school, work, home, and 
community environments;

(5) The IEP team must document, in the IEP, reasons the MCA is or 
is not an appropriate measure of the student’s academic 
progress and how the student would participate in statewide 
testing.
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b. MTAS participation decisions must not be made on the following factors:

(1) Student’s disability category;

(2) Placement;

(3) Participation in a separate, specialized curriculum;

(4) An expectation that the student will receive a low score on the 
MCA;

(5) Language, social, cultural, or economic differences;

(6) Concern for accountability calculations.

B. Alternate ACCESS for ELs

1. The school district will utilize the existing annual review of IEPs or 504 plans to 
review, on a case-by-case basis, and determine how an identified EL student 
with a disability will participate in statewide testing.

2. Eligibility Requirements

a. The student must be identified as EL in MARSS in order to take an 
English language proficiency assessment.

b. The student must have a significant cognitive disability.  If the student 
has been identified as eligible to take the MTAS in mathematics, reading, 
or science, the student meets this criterion. 

c. For students in grades that the MTAS is not administered: 

(1) the student must have cognitive functioning significantly below 
age level;

(2) the student’s disability must have a significant impact on his or 
her the student’s ability to function in multiple environments, 
including home, school, and community; and

(3) the student needs explicit and intensive instruction and/or 
extensive supports in multiple settings to acquire, maintain, and 
generalize academic and life skills in order to actively participate 
in school, work, home, and community environments.

d. The IEP team must consider the student’s ability to access the ACCESS, 
with or without accommodations.

e. The IEP team must document, in the IEP, reasons the MCA is or is not 
an appropriate English language proficiency assessment for the student.

3. Alternate ACCESS participation decisions must not be made on the following 
factors:

a. Student’s disability category;

b. Participation in a separate, specialized curriculum;



615-3

c. Current level of English language proficiency;

d. The expectation that the student will receive a low score on the ACCESS 
for ELs;

e. Language, social, cultural, or economic differences;

f. Concern for accountability calculations.

C. EL Students New to the United States

EL students new to the United States will take all assessments, including all academic 
assessments (math, reading, and science), as well as the English Language Proficiency 
Assessment (ACCESS).

III. DEFINITION OF TERMS

See the current “Procedures Manual for the Minnesota Assessments” which is produced by the 
Minnesota Department of Education and available through minnesota 
minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-procedures.

IV. GRANTING AND DOCUMENTING ACCOMMODATIONS, MODIFICATIONS, OR 
EXEMPTIONS FOR TESTING

See Chapter 5 of the current “Procedures Manual for the Minnesota Assessments” and 2020-21 
17-18 Guidelines for Administration of Accommodations and Linguistic Supports 
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/resources/resources-
training/manuals/Guidelines%20for%20Accomm_2020-21.pdf 
(http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/resources/resources-
training/manuals/GuidelinesforAccommandLS_2018.pdf).

V. RECORDS

All test accommodations, modifications, or exemptions shall be reported to the school district 
test administrator.  The school district test administrator shall be responsible for keeping a list 
of all such test accommodations, modifications, and exemptions for school district audit 
purposes.  Testing results will be documented and reported.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readiness the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.08(a)(1) (Individualized Education Programs)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.066040-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language 
Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 00-3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.096055 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1000-3501.1190 (Graduation-Required Assessment for 
Diploma) (repealed Minn. L. 2013, Ch. 116, Art. 2, § 22)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical 
Education)

http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/resources/resources-training/manuals/Guidelines%20for%20Accomm_2020-21.pdf
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/resources/resources-training/manuals/Guidelines%20for%20Accomm_2020-21.pdf
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Eligibility Requirements for the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS), 
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/hidde 
ncontent/mdaw/mda2/~edisp/006087.pdf 
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/hiddencontent/m
daw/mda2/~edisp/006087.pdf
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Participation Guidelines, 
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/hiddencontent/m
daw/mdq5/~edisp/049763.pdf

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)

Policy Adopted: March 2004
Revised: Dec 2020 / January 2023 
Independent School District No. 110 
Waconia, MN
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707 TRANSPORTATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS

[Note: The obligations stated in this policy are largely governed by statute. A school 
district may choose to add obligations to the model policy.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide for the transportation of students consistent with 
the requirements of law.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to provide for the transportation of students in 
a manner which will protect their health, welfare, and safety.

B. The school district recognizes that transportation is an essential part of the school 
district services to students and parents but further recognizes that transportation 
by school bus is a privilege and not a right for an eligible student.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Child with a disability” includes every child identified under federal and state 
special education law as deaf or hard of hearing, blind or visually impaired, 
deafblind, or having a speech or language impairment, a physical impairment, 
other health disability, developmental cognitive disability, an emotional or 
behavioral disorder, specific learning disability, autism spectrum disorder, 
traumatic brain injury, or severe multiple impairments, and who needs special 
education and related services, as determined by the rules of the Commissioner of 
the Minnesota Department of Education.  A licensed physician, an advanced 
practice nurse, or a licensed psychologist is qualified to make a diagnosis and 
determination of attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder for purposes of identifying a child with a disability.  In addition, every 
child under age three, and at the school district’s discretion from age three to 
seven, who needs special instruction and services, as determined by the rules of 
the Commissioner, because the child has a substantial delay or has an identifiable 
physical or mental condition known to hinder normal development is a child with 
a disability.  A child with a short-term or temporary physical or emotional illness 
or disability, as determined by the rules of the Commissioner, is not a child with a 
disability. (Minn. Stat. § 125A.02)

B. “Home” is the legal residence of the child.  In the discretion of the school district, 
“home” also may be defined as a licensed day care facility, school day care 
facility, a respite care facility, the residence of a relative, or the residence of a 
person chosen by the student’s parent or guardian as the home of a student for 
part or all of the day, if requested by the student’s parent or guardian, or an 
afterschool program for children operated by a political subdivision of the state, if 
the facility, residence, or program is within the attendance area of the school the 
student attends.  Unless otherwise specifically provided by law, a homeless 
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student is a resident of the school district if enrolled in the school district.  

C. “Homeless student” means a student, including a migratory student, who lacks a 
fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence and includes:  students who are 
sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or 
a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due 
to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or 
transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; are awaiting foster care 
placement; have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not 
designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human 
beings; are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard 
housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings, and migratory children who 
qualify as homeless because they are living in any of the preceding listed 
circumstances. 

D. “Nonpublic school” means any school, church, or religious organization, or home 
school wherein a resident of Minnesota may legally fulfill the compulsory 
instruction requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 120A.22, which is located 
within the state, and which meets the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. 

E. “Nonresident student” is a student who attends school in the school district and 
resides in another district, defined as the “nonresident district.”  In those instances 
when the divorced or legally separated parents or parents residing separately share 
joint physical custody of a student and the parents reside in different school 
districts, the student shall be a resident of the school district designated by the 
student’s parents.  When parental rights have been terminated by court order, the 
legal residence of a student placed in a residential or foster facility for care and 
treatment is the district in which the student resides.

F. “Pupil support services” are health, counseling, and guidance services provided 
by the public school in the same district where the nonpublic school is located.  

G. “School of origin,” for purposes of determining the residence of a homeless 
student, is the school that the student attended when permanently housed or the 
school in which the student was last enrolled.  

H. “Shared time basis” is a program where students attend public school for part of 
the regular school day and who otherwise fulfill the requirements of Minnesota 
Statutes, section 120A.22 by attendance at a nonpublic school. 

I. “Student” means any student or child attending or required to attend any school as 
provided in Minnesota law and who is a resident or child of a resident of 
Minnesota.  (Minn. Stat. § 123B.41, Subd. 11)
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IV. ELIGIBILITY

A. Upon the request of a parent or guardian, the school district shall provide 
transportation to and from school, at the expense of the school district, for all 
resident students who reside two miles or more from the school, except for those 
students whose transportation privileges have been revoked or have been 
voluntarily surrendered by the student’s parent or guardian.

B. The school district may, in its discretion, also provide transportation to any 
student to and from school, at the expense of the school district, for any other 
purpose deemed appropriate by the school board.

[Note:  In this section, school districts may wish to outline those discretionary 
areas where they intend to provide transportation.  For example, some school 
districts may provide that transportation shall be provided for all resident 
elementary students who reside one mile or more from the school.]

C. In the discretion of the school district, transportation along regular school bus 
routes may also be provided, where space is available, to any person where such 
use of a bus does not interfere with the transportation of students.  The cost of 
providing such transportation must be paid by those individuals using these 
services or some third-party payor.  Bus transportation also may be provided 
along school bus routes when space is available for participants in early childhood 
family education programs and school readiness programs if these services do not 
result in an increase in the school district’s expenditures for transportation.  

D. For purposes of stabilizing enrollment and reducing mobility, the school district 
may, in its discretion, establish a full-service school zone and may provide 
transportation for students attending a school in that full-service school zone.  A 
full-service school zone may be established for a school that is located in an area 
with higher than average crime or other social and economic challenges and that 
provides education, health or human services, or other parental support in 
collaboration with a city, county, state, or nonprofit agency.

V. TRANSPORTATION OF NONRESIDENT STUDENTS

A. If requested by the parent of a nonresident student, the school district shall 
provide transportation to a nonresident student within its borders at the same level 
of service that is provided to resident students. 

B. If the school district decides to transport a nonresident student within the student’s 
resident district, the school district will notify the student’s resident district of its 
decision, in writing, prior to providing transportation.  

C. When divorced or legally separated parents or parents residing separately reside 
in different school districts and share physical custody of a student, the parents 
shall be responsible for the transportation of the student to the border of the 
school district during those times when the student is residing with the parent in 
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the nonresident school district.  

D. The school district may provide transportation to allow a student who attends a 
high-need English language learner program and who resides within the 
transportation attendance area of the program to continue in the program until the 
student completes the highest grade level offered by the program.  

VI. TRANSPORTATION OF RESIDENT STUDENTS TO NONDISTRICT 
SCHOOLS

A. In general, the school district shall not provide transportation between a resident 
student’s home and the border of a nonresident district where the student attends 
school under the Enrollment Options Program.  A parent may be reimbursed by 
the nonresident district for the costs of transportation from the pupil’s residence to 
the border of the nonresident district if the student is from a family whose income 
is at or below the poverty level, as determined by the federal government.  The 
reimbursement may not exceed the pupil’s actual cost of transportation or 15 
cents per mile traveled, whichever is less.  Reimbursement may not be paid for 
more than 250 miles per week.  (Minnesota. Statutes. § section 124D.03, 
sSubdivision. 8).

B. Resident students shall be eligible for transportation to and from a nonresident 
school district at the expense of the school district, if in the discretion of the 
school district, inadequate room, distance to school, unfavorable road conditions, 
or other facts or conditions make attendance in the resident student’s own district 
unreasonably difficult or impracticable.  The school district, in its discretion, may 
also provide for transportation of resident students to schools in other districts for 
grades and departments not maintained in the district, including high school, for 
the whole or a part of the year or for resident students who attend school in a 
building rented or leased by the school district in an adjacent district

C. In general, the school district is not responsible for transportation for any resident 
student attending school in an adjoining state under a reciprocity agreement but 
may provide such transportation services at its discretion.  

VII. SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS/STUDENTS WITH A DISABILITY/ 
STUDENTS WITH TEMPORARY DISABILITIES

A. Upon a request of a parent or guardian, the board must provide necessary 
transportation, consistent with Minnesota Statutes section 123B.92, subdivision 
1(b)(4), for a resident child with a disability not yet enrolled in kindergarten for 
the provision of special instruction and services.  Special instruction and services 
for a child with a disability not yet enrolled in kindergarten include an 
individualized education program (IEP) team placement in an early childhood 
program when that placement is necessary to address the child’s level of 
functioning and needs.  
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B. Resident students with a disability whose disabling conditions are such that the 
student cannot be safely transported on the regular school bus and/or school bus 
route and/or when the student is transported on a special route for the purpose of 
attending an approved special education program shall be entitled to special 
transportation at the expense of the school district or the day training and 
habilitation program attended by the student.  The school district shall determine 
the type of vehicle used to transport students with a disability on the basis of the 
disabling condition and applicable laws.  This provision shall not be applicable to 
parents who transport their own child under a contract with the school district.  

C. Resident students with a disability who are boarded and lodged at Minnesota state 
academies for educational purposes, but who also are enrolled in a public school 
within the school district, shall be provided transportation, by the school district to 
and from said board and lodging facilities, at the expense of the school district.  

D. If a resident student with a disability attends a public school located in a 
contiguous school district and the school district of attendance does not provide 
special instruction and services, the school district shall provide necessary 
transportation for the student between the school district boundary and the 
educational facility where special instruction and services are provided within the 
school district.  The school district may provide necessary transportation of the 
student between its boundary and the school attended in the contiguous district, 
but shall not pay the cost of transportation provided outside the school district 
boundary.  

E. When a student with a disability or a student with a short-term or temporary 
disability is temporarily placed for care and treatment in a day program located in 
another school district and the student continues to live within the school district 
during the care and treatment, the school district shall provide the transportation, 
at the expense of the school district, to that student. The school district may 
establish reasonable restrictions on transportation, except if a Minnesota court or 
agency orders the child placed at a day care and treatment program and the school 
district receives a copy of the order, then the school district must provide 
transportation to and from the program unless the court or agency orders 
otherwise.  Transportation shall only be provided by the school district during 
regular operating hours of the school district.  

F. When a nonresident student with a disability or a student with a short-term or 
temporary disability is temporarily placed in a residential program within the 
school district, including correctional facilities operated on a fee-for-service basis 
and state institutions, for care and treatment, the school district shall provide the 
necessary transportation at the expense of the school district.  Where a joint 
powers entity enters into a contract with a privately owned and operated 
residential facility for the provision of education programs for special education 
students, the joint powers entity shall provide the necessary transportation.  

G. Each driver and aide assigned to a vehicle transporting students with a disability 
will be provided with appropriate training for the students in their care, will assist 
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students with their safe ingress and egress from the bus, will ensure the proper use 
of protective safety devices, and will be provided with access to emergency health 
care information as required by law. 

H. Any parent of a student with a disability who believes that the transportation 
services provided for that child are not in compliance with the applicable law may 
utilize the alternative dispute resolution and due process procedures provided for 
in Minnesota Statute Chapter 125A.  

VIII. HOMELESS STUDENTS

A. Homeless students shall be provided with transportation services comparable to 
other students in the school district.

B. Upon request by the student’s parent, guardian, or homeless education liaison, the 
school district shall provide transportation for a homeless student as follows:

1. A resident student who becomes homeless and is residing in a public or 
private shelter location or has other non-shelter living arrangements within 
the school district shall be provided transportation to and from the 
student’s school of origin and the shelter or other non-shelter location on 
the same basis as transportation services are provided to other students in 
the school district.   

2. A resident student who becomes homeless and is residing in a public or 
private shelter location or has other non-shelter living arrangements 
outside of the school district shall be provided transportation to and from 
the student’s school of origin and the shelter or other non-shelter location 
on the same basis as transportation services are provided to other students 
in the school district, unless the school district and the school district in 
which the student is temporarily placed agree that the school district in 
which the student is temporarily placed shall provide transportation.  

3. If a nonresident student is homeless and is residing in a public or private 
homeless shelter or has other non-shelter living arrangements within the 
school district, the school district may provide transportation services 
between the shelter or non-shelter location and the student’s school of 
origin outside of the school district upon agreement with the school 
district in which the school of origin is located.  

4. A homeless nonresident student enrolled under Minnesota Statute 
124D.08, subdivision 2a, must be provided transportation from the 
student’s district of residence to and from the school of enrollment.  

IX. AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES

Transportation shall be provided on all regularly scheduled school days or make-up days.  
Transportation will not be provided during the summer school break.  Transportation may 
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be provided for summer instructional programs for students with a disability or in 
conjunction with a learning year program. Transportation between home and school may 
also be provided, in the discretion of the school district, on staff development days.  

X. MANNER OF TRANSPORTATION

The scheduling of routes, establishment of the location of bus stops, manner and method 
of transportation, control and discipline of school children, the determination of fees, and 
any other matter relating thereto shall be within the sole discretion, control and 
management of the school board.  The school district may, in its discretion, provide room 
and board, in lieu of transportation, to a student who may be more economically and 
conveniently provided for by that means.  

XI. RESTRICTIONS

Transportation by the school district is a privilege and not a right for an eligible student.  
A student’s eligibility to ride a school bus may be revoked for a violation of school bus 
safety or conduct policies, or violation of any other law governing student conduct on a 
school bus pursuant to the school district’s discipline policy.  Revocation of a student’s 
bus riding privilege is not an exclusion, expulsion, or suspension under the Pupil Fair 
Dismissal Act.  Revocation procedures for a student who is an individual with a disability 
under 20 United States Code, section 1415 (Individuals with Disabilities Act), 29 United 
States Code, section 794 (the Rehabilitation Act), and 42 United States Code, section 
12132, (Americans with Disabilities Act) are governed by these provisions.  

XII. FEES

A. In its discretion, the school district may charge fees for transportation of students 
to and from extracurricular activities conducted at locations other than school, 
where attendance is optional. 

B. The school district may charge fees for transportation of students to and from 
school when authorized by law.  If the school district charges fees for 
transportation of students to and from school, guidelines shall be established for 
that transportation to ensure that no student is denied transportation solely 
because of inability to pay. The school district also may waive fees for 
transportation if the student’s parent is serving in, or within the past year has 
served in, active military service as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 190.05.  

C. The school district may charge reasonable fees for transportation of students to 
and from post-secondary institutions for students enrolled under the post-
secondary enrollment options program.  Families who qualify for mileage 
reimbursement may use their state mileage reimbursement to pay this fee. 

D. Where, in its discretion, the school district provides transportation to and from an 
instructional community-based employment station that is part of an approved 
occupational experience vocational program, the school district may require the 
payment of reasonable fees for transportation from students who receive 
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remuneration for their participation in these programs. 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.59 (Bus Transportation is a Privilege Not a Right)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (Authorized Fees)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.41 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 (Provision of Pupil Support Services)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.88 (Independent School Districts, Transportation)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.92 (Transportation Aid Entitlement)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.04 (Option for Enrolling in Adjoining States)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.041 (Reciprocity with Adjoining States)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (School Board’s Approval to Enroll in Nonresident 
District; Exceptions)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 125A (Special Education and Special Programs)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.02 (Children with a Disability, Defined)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.12 (Attendance in Another District)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.15 (Placement in Another District; Responsibility)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.51 (Placement of Children Without Disabilities; 
Education and Transportation)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.515 (Placement of Students; Approval of Education 
Program)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.65 (Attendance at Academies for the Deaf and Blind)
Minn. Stat. § 126C.01 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 127A.47 (Payments to Resident and Nonresident Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 190.05 (Definitions)
Minn. Rules Part 7470.1600 (Transporting Pupils with Disability)
Minn. Rules Part 7470.1700 (Drivers and Aides for Pupils with Disability)
20 U.S.C. § 1415 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)
29 U.S.C. § 794 (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504)
42 U.S.C. § 2000d (Prohibition against Exclusion from Participation in, 
Denial of Benefits of, and Discrimination under Federally Assisted 
Programs on Ground of Race, Color, or National Origin)
42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq. (McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 
2001)
42 U.S.C. § 12132 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 708 (Transportation of Nonpublic School 
Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 710 (Extracurricular Transportation)

Policy Adopted: April 2004/ May 2013 
Revised: April 2007, June 2011, August 2020, September 2023 
Independent School District #110 Waconia, MN
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708 TRANSPORTATION OF NONPUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS

[Note: The obligations stated in this policy are largely governed by statute. A school 
district may choose to add obligations to the model policy.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to address transportation rights of nonpublic school students 
and to provide equality of treatment in transporting such students pursuant to law.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is to recognize the rights of nonpublic school students 
and to provide equal transportation to those students as required by law.

III. ELIGIBILITY

A. The school district shall provide equal transportation within the school district for 
all students to any school when transportation is deemed necessary by the school 
district because of distance or traffic conditions in like manner and form as 
provided in Minnesota Statutes sections 123B.88 and § 123B.92 when applicable.  

B. Upon the request of a parent or guardian, the school district shall provide school 
bus transportation to the school district boundary for students residing in the 
school district at least the same distance from a nonpublic school actually 
attended in another school district as public school students are transported in the 
transporting school district.  Such transportation shall be provided whether there 
is or is not another nonpublic school within the transporting school district, if the 
transportation is to schools maintaining grades or departments not maintained in 
the school district or if the attendance of such students at school can more safely, 
economically, or conveniently be provided for by such means.  

C. The school district may provide school bus transportation to a nonpublic school in 
another school district for students residing in the school district and attending 
that school, whether there is or is not another nonpublic school within the 
transporting school district, if the transportation is to schools maintaining grades 
or departments not maintained in the school district or if the attendance of such 
students at school can more safely, economically, or conveniently be provided for 
by such means.  If the school district transports students to a nonpublic school 
located in another school district, the nonpublic school shall must pay the cost of 
such transportation provided outside the school district boundaries.  

D. The school district shall provide the necessary transportation within school district 
boundaries between the nonpublic school and a public school or neutral site for 
nonpublic school students who are provided pupil support services if the school 
district elects to provide pupil support services at a site other than a nonpublic 
school.  
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E. When transportation is provided, the scheduling of routes, manner and method of 
transportation, control and discipline of students, and any other matter relating 
thereto shall be within the sole discretion, control, and management of the school 
district.  

F. The school board and a nonpublic school may mutually agree to a written plan for 
the board to provide nonpublic pupil transportation to nonpublic school students. 
The school district must report the number of nonpublic school students 
transported and the nonpublic pupil transportation expenditures incurred in the 
form and manner specified by the Minnesota Commissioner of Education.

G. If the school board provides pupil transportation through the school's employees, 
the school board may transport nonpublic school students according to the plan 
and retain the nonpublic pupil transportation aid attributable to that plan. A 
nonpublic school may make a payment to the school district to cover additional 
transportation services agreed to in the written plan for nonpublic pupil 
transportation services not required under Minnesota Statutes, sections 123B.84 to 
123B.87.

H. A school board that contracts for pupil transportation services may enter into a 
contractual arrangement with a school bus contractor according to the written plan 
adopted by the school board and the nonpublic school to transport nonpublic 
school students and retain the nonpublic pupil transportation aid attributable to 
that plan for the purposes of paying the school bus contractor. A nonpublic school 
may make a payment to the school district to cover additional transportation 
services agreed to in the written plan for nonpublic pupil transportation services 
included in the contract that are not required under Minnesota Statutes, sections 
123B.84 to 123B.87.

I. Additional transportation to and from a nonpublic school may be provided at the 
expense of the school district where such services are provided in the discretion of 
the school district. 

IV. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

A. If a resident student with a disability attends a nonpublic school located within the 
school district, the school district shall must provide necessary transportation for 
the student within the school district between the nonpublic school and the 
educational facility where special instruction and services are provided on a 
shared-time basis.  If a resident student with a disability attends a nonpublic 
school located in another school district and if no agreement exists for the 
provision of special instruction and services on a shared time basis to that student 
by the school district of attendance and where the special instruction and services 
are provided within the school district, the school district shall must provide 
necessary transportation for that student between the school district boundary and 
the educational facility.  The school district may provide necessary transportation 
for that student between its boundary and the nonpublic school attended, but the 
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nonpublic school shall must pay the cost of transportation provided outside the 
school district.  School districts may make agreements for who provides 
transportation.  Parties serving students on a shared time basis have access to a 
due process hearing system as provided by law. (Minn. Stat. § 125A.18)

B. When the disabling conditions of a student with a disability are such that the 
student cannot be safely transported on the regular school bus and/or school bus 
route and/or when the student is transported on a special route for the purpose of 
attending an approved special education program shall be entitled to special 
transportation at the expense of the school district or the day training and 
habilitation program attended by the student.  The school district shall determine 
the type of vehicle used to transport students with a disability on the basis of the 
disabling conditions and applicable laws.  This section shall not be applicable to 
parents who transport their own child under a contract with the school district.  
(Minn. Stat. § 123B.88, Subd. 19; Minn. Rules Part 7470.1600, Subd. 1)

C. Each driver and aide assigned to a vehicle transporting students with a disability 
will be provided with appropriate training for the students in their care, will assist 
students with their safe ingress and egress from the bus, will ensure the proper use 
of protective safety devices, and will be provided with access to emergency health 
care information as required by law.  (Minn. Rules Part 7470.1700)

D. Any parent of a student with a disability who believes that the transportation 
services provided for that child are not in compliance with the applicable law may 
utilize the alternative dispute resolution and due process procedures provided for 
in Minnesota. Statutes. Cchapter. 125A.  (Minn. Rules Part 7470.1600, Subd. 2)

V. APPLICATION OF GENERAL POLICY

The provisions of the school district’s policy on transportation of public school students 
[Model Policy 707] shall apply to the transportation of nonpublic school students except 
as specifically provided herein.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 (Provision of Pupil Support Services)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.84 (Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.86 (Equal Treatment)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.88 (Independent School Districts, Transportation)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.91, Subd. 1a (Compliance by Nonpublic and Charter 
School Students)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.92 (Transportation Aid Entitlement)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 125A (Children With a Disability)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.18 (Special Instruction; Nonpublic Schools)
Minn. Rules Part 7470.1600 (Transporting Pupils with Disability)
Minn. Rules Part 7470.1700 (Drivers and Aides for Pupils with 
Disabilities)
Americans United, Inc. as Protestants and Other Am. United for 
Separation of Church and State, et al. v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 622, 
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et al., 288 Minn. 1996, 179 N.W.2d 146 (Minn. 1970)
Eldredge v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 625, 422 N.W.2d 319 (Minn. Ct. 
App. 1988)
Healy v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 625, 962 F.2d 1304 (8th Cir. 1992)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (June 3, 1983)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (Sept. 14, 1981)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (July 15, 1976)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (July 17, 1970)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (Oct. 3, 1969)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (Sept. 12, 1969)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 707 (Transportation of Public School 
Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 2, Transportation

Policy Adopted: September 2004, April 2007, November 2008 
Revised: December 2013, August 2020, September 2023 
Independent School District #110 Waconia, MN
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