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506 STUDENT DISCIPLINE

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students are aware of and comply with the 
school district’s expectations for student conduct.  Such compliance will enhance the 
school district’s ability to maintain discipline and ensure that there is no interference with 
the educational process.  The school district will take appropriate disciplinary action when 
students fail to adhere to the Code of Student Conduct established by this policy. Each 
school has handbook to explain disciplinary procedures.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school board recognizes that individual responsibility and mutual respect are essential 
components of the educational process.  The school board further recognizes that nurturing 
the maturity of each student is of primary importance and is closely linked with the balance 
that must be maintained between authority and self-discipline as the individual progresses 
from a child’s dependence on authority to the more mature behavior of self-control.

All students are entitled to learn and develop in a setting which promotes respect of self, 
others, and property.  Proper positive discipline can only result from an environment which 
provides options and stresses student self-direction, decision-making, and responsibility.  
Schools can function effectively only with internal discipline based on mutual 
understanding of rights and responsibilities.

Students must conduct themselves in an appropriate manner that maintains a climate in 
which learning can take place.  Overall decorum affects student attitudes and influences 
student behavior.  Proper student conduct is necessary to facilitate the education process 
and to create an atmosphere conducive to high student achievement.

Although this policy emphasizes the development of self-discipline, it is recognized that 
there are instances when it will be necessary to administer disciplinary measures.  The 
position of the school district is that a fair and equitable district-wide student discipline 
policy will contribute to the quality of the student’s educational experience.  This discipline 
policy is adopted in accordance with and subject to the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal 
Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56.

In view of the foregoing and in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 121A.55, the school board, 
with the participation of school district administrators, teachers, employees, students, 
parents, community members, and such other individuals and organizations as appropriate, 
has developed this policy which governs student conduct and applies to all students of the 
school district.

III. DEFINITIONS
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A. "Nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and practices" means policies and 
practices that are alternatives to dismissing a pupil from school, including 

but not limited to evidence-based positive behavior interventions and 
supports, social and emotional services, school-linked mental health services, 
counseling services, social work services, academic screening for Title 1 services 
or reading interventions, and alternative education services. Nonexclusionary 
disciplinary policies and practices include but are not limited to the policies and 
practices under sections 120B.12; 121A.575, clauses (1) and (2); 121A.031, 
subdivision 4, paragraph (a), clause (1); 121A.61, subdivision 3, paragraph (r); and 
122A.627, clause (3).

B. "Pupil withdrawal agreement" means a verbal or written agreement between a 
school administrator or district administrator and a pupil's parent to withdraw a 
student from the school district to avoid expulsion or exclusion dismissal 
proceedings. The duration of the withdrawal agreement cannot be for more than a 
12-month period.

IV. POLICY

A. The school board must establish uniform criteria for dismissal and adopt written 
policies and rules to effectuate the purposes of the Minnesota Pupil Fair 

Dismissal Act. The policies must include nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and 
practices consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 12, and 

must emphasize preventing dismissals through early detection of problems. 
The policies must be designed to address students' inappropriate behavior from 

recurring.

B. The policies must recognize the continuing responsibility of the school for the 
education of the pupil during the dismissal period.

C. The school is responsible for ensuring that alternative educational services, if the 
pupil wishes to take advantage of them, must be adequate to allow the pupil 

to make progress toward meeting the graduation standards adopted under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.02 and help prepare the pupil for 
readmission in accordance with section Minnesota Statutes, section 
121A.46, subdivision 5.

D. For expulsion and exclusion dismissals and pupil withdrawal agreements as 
defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 13:

1. for a pupil who remains enrolled in the school district or is awaiting 
enrollment in a new district, the school district's continuing 

responsibility includes reviewing the pupil's schoolwork and grades on a 
quarterly basis to ensure the pupil is on track for readmission with 
the pupil's peers. The school district must communicate on a regular basis 
with the pupil's parent or guardian to ensure that the pupil is completing the 
work assigned through the alternative educational services as defined in 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.02
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Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 11. These services are 
required until the pupil enrolls in another school or returns to the same 
school;

2. a pupil receiving school-based or school-linked mental health services in 
the school district under Minnesota Statutes, section 245.4889 continues to 
be eligible for those services until the pupil is enrolled in a new district; and

3. the school district must provide to the pupil's parent or guardian 
information on accessing mental health services, including any free or 
sliding fee providers in the community. The information must also be 
posted on the school district website.

V. AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

A. The School Board.  The school board holds all school personnel responsible for the 
maintenance of order within the school district and supports all personnel acting 
within the framework of this discipline policy.

B. Superintendent.  The superintendent shall establish guidelines and directives to 
carry out this policy, hold all school personnel, students, and parents responsible 
for conforming to this policy, and support all school personnel performing their 
duties within the framework of this policy.  The superintendent shall also establish 
guidelines and directives for using the services of appropriate agencies for assisting 
students and parents.  Any guidelines or directives established to implement this 
policy shall be submitted to the school board for approval and shall be attached as 
an addendum to this policy.

C. Principal.  The school principal is given the responsibility and authority to 
formulate building rules and regulations necessary to enforce this policy, subject to 
final school board approval.  The principal shall give direction and support to all 
school personnel performing their duties within the framework of this policy. The 
principal shall consult with parents of students conducting themselves in a manner 
contrary to the policy.  The principal shall also involve other professional 
employees in the disposition of behavior referrals and shall make use of those 
agencies appropriate for assisting students and parents.  A principal, in exercising 
his or her lawful authority, may use reasonable force when it is necessary under the 
circumstances to correct or restrain a student orto prevent imminent bodily harm or 
death to the student or another.

D. Teachers.  All teachers shall be responsible for providing a well-planned 
teaching/learning environment and shall have primary responsibility for student 
conduct, with appropriate assistance from the administration.  All teachers shall 
enforce the Code of Student Conduct.  In exercising the teacher’s lawful authority, 
a teacher may use reasonable force when it is necessary under the circumstances to 
correct or restrain a student orto prevent imminent bodily harm or death to the 
student or another.
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E. Other School District Personnel.  All school district personnel shall be responsible 
for contributing to the atmosphere of mutual respect within the school.  Their 
responsibilities relating to student behavior shall be as authorized and directed by 
the superintendent.  A school employee, school bus driver, or other agent of a 
school district, in exercising his or her lawful authority, may use reasonable force 
when it is necessary under the circumstances to restrain a student orto prevent 
imminent bodily harm or death to the student or another.

F. Parents or Legal Guardians.  Parents and guardians shall be held responsible for the 
behavior of their children as determined by law and community practice.  They are 
expected to cooperate with school authorities and to participate regarding the 
behavior of their children.

G. Students.  All students shall be held individually responsible for their behavior and 
for knowing and obeying the Code of Student Conduct and this policy.

H. Community Members.  Members of the community are expected to contribute to 
the establishment of an atmosphere in which rights and duties are effectively 
acknowledged and fulfilled.

I. Reasonable Force Reports

1. The school district must report data on its use of any reasonable force used 
on a student with a disability to correct or restrain the student to prevent 

imminent bodily harm or death to the student or another that is 
consistent with the definition of physical holding under Minnesota 
Statutes, section 125A.0941, paragraph (c), as outlined in section 
125A.0942, subdivision 3, paragraph (b).

2. Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, the school district must report 
annually by July 15, in a form and manner determined by the MDE 
Commissioner, data from the prior school year about any reasonable 

force used on a general education student to correct or restrain the student 
to prevent imminent bodily harm or death to the student or another that 
is consistent with the definition of physical holding under Minnesota 

Statutes, section 125A.0941, paragraph (c).

3. Any reasonable force used under Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.582; 
609.06, subdivision 1; and 609.379 which intends to hold a child immobile 
or limit a child's movement where body contact is the only source of 
physical restraint or confines a child alone in a room from which egress is 
barred shall be reported to the Minnesota Department of Education as a 
restrictive procedure, including physical holding or seclusion used by an 
unauthorized or untrained staff person.

VI. STUDENT RIGHTS
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All students have the right to an education and the right to learn.

VII. STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

All students have the responsibility:

A. For their behavior and for knowing and obeying all school rules, regulations, 
policies, and procedures;

B. To attend school daily, except when excused, and to be on time to all classes and 
other school functions;

C. To pursue and attempt to complete the courses of study prescribed by the state and 
local school authorities;

D. To make necessary arrangements for making up work when absent from school;

E. To assist the school staff in maintaining a safe school for all students;

F. To be aware of all school rules, regulations, policies, and procedures, including 
those in this policy, and to conduct themselves in accord with them;

G. To assume that until a rule or policy is waived, altered, or repealed, it is in full force 
and effect;

H. To be aware of and comply with federal, state, and local laws;

I. To volunteer information in disciplinary cases should they have any knowledge 
relating to such cases and to cooperate with school staff as appropriate;

J. To respect and maintain the school’s property and the property of others;

K. To dress and groom in a manner which meets standards of safety and health and 
common standards of decency and which is consistent with applicable school 
district policy;

L. To avoid inaccuracies in student newspapers or publications and refrain from 
indecent or obscene language;

M. To conduct themselves in an appropriate physical or verbal manner; and

N. To recognize and respect the rights of others.

VIII. CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT

A. The following are examples of unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary action 
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by the school district. These examples are not intended to be an exclusive list.  Any 
student who engages in any of these activities shall be disciplined in accordance 
with this policy.  This policy applies to all school buildings, school grounds, and 
school property or property immediately adjacent to school grounds; school-
sponsored activities or trips; school bus stops; school buses, school vehicles, school 
contracted vehicles, or any other vehicles approved for school district purposes; the 
area of entrance or departure from school premises or events; and all school-related 
functions, school-sponsored activities, events, or trips.  School district property also 
may mean a student’s walking route to or from school for purposes of attending 
school or school-related functions, activities, or events. While prohibiting 
unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary action at these locations and events, 
the school district does not represent that it will provide supervision or assume 
liability at these locations and events.  This policy also applies to any student whose 
conduct at any time or in any place interferes with or obstructs the mission or 
operations of the school district or the safety or welfare of the student, other 
students, or employees.

1. Violations against property including, but not limited to, damage to or 
destruction of school property or the property of others, failure to 
compensate for damage or destruction of such property, arson, breaking and 
entering, theft, robbery, possession of stolen property, extortion, 
trespassing, unauthorized usage, or vandalism;

2. The use of profanity or obscene language, or the possession of obscene 
materials;

3. Gambling, including, but not limited to, playing a game of chance for 
stakes;

4. Violation of the school district’s Hazing Prohibition Policy;

5. Attendance problems including, but not limited to, truancy, absenteeism, 
tardiness, skipping classes, or leaving school grounds without permission;

6. Violation of the school district’s Student Attendance Policy;

7. Opposition to authority using physical force or violence;

8. Using, possessing, or distributing tobacco or tobacco paraphernalia;

9. Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to 
another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of alcohol or 
other intoxicating substances or look-alike substances;

10. Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to 
another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of narcotics, 
drugs, or other controlled substances (except as prescribed by a physician), 
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or look-alike substances (these prohibitions include medical marijuana or 
medical cannabis, even when prescribed by a physician, and one student 
sharing prescription medication with another student);

11. Using, possessing, or distributing items or articles that are illegal or harmful 
to persons or property including, but not limited to, drug paraphernalia;

12. Using, possessing, or distributing weapons, or look-alike weapons or other 
dangerous objects;

13. Violation of the school district’s Weapons Policy;

14. Violation of the school district’s Violence Prevention Policy;

15. Possession of ammunition including, but not limited to, bullets or other 
projectiles designed to be used in or as a weapon;

16. Possession, use, or distribution of explosives or any compound or mixture, 
the primary or common purpose or intended use of which is to function as 
an explosive;

17. Possession, use, or distribution of fireworks or any substance or 
combination of substances or article prepared for the purpose of producing 
a visible or an audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration or 
detonation;

18. Using an ignition device, including a butane or disposable lighter or 
matches, inside an educational building and under circumstances where 
there is a risk of fire, except where the device is used in a manner authorized 
by the school;

19. Violation of any local, state, or federal law as appropriate;

20. Acts disruptive of the educational process, including, but not limited to, 
disobedience, disruptive or disrespectful behavior, defiance of authority, 
cheating, insolence, insubordination, failure to identify oneself, improper 
activation of fire alarms, or bomb threats;

21. Violation of the school district’s Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy;

22. Use of a cell phone in violation of the school district’s Internet Acceptable 
Use and Safety Policy; Possession of nuisance devices or objects which 
cause distractions and may facilitate cheating including, but not limited to, 
pagers, radios, and phones, including picture phones;

23. Violation of school bus or transportation rules or the school district’s 
Student Transportation Safety Policy;
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24. Violation of parking or school traffic rules and regulations, including, but 
not limited to, driving on school property in such a manner as to endanger 
persons or property;

25. Violation of directives or guidelines relating to lockers or improperly 
gaining access to a school locker;

26. Violation of the school district’s Search of Student Lockers, Desks, 
Personal Possessions, and Student’s Person Policy;

27. Violation of the school district’s Student Use and Parking of Motor 
Vehicles; Patrols, Inspections, and Searches Policy;

28. Possession or distribution of slanderous, libelous, or pornographic 
materials;

29. Violation of the school district’ Bullying Prohibition Policy;

30. Student attire or personal grooming which creates a danger to health or 
safety or creates a disruption to the educational process, including clothing 
which bears a message which is lewd, vulgar, or obscene, apparel promoting 
products or activities that are illegal for use by minors, or clothing 
containing objectionable emblems, signs, words, objects, or pictures 
communicating a message that is racist, sexist, or otherwise derogatory to a 
protected minority group or which connotes gang membership;

31. Criminal activity;

32. Falsification of any records, documents, notes, or signatures;

33. Tampering with, changing, or altering records or documents of the school 
district by any method including, but not limited to, computer access or 
other electronic means;

34. Scholastic dishonesty which includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a 
school assignment or test, plagiarism, or collusion, including the use of 
picture phones or other technology to accomplish this end;

35. Impertinent or disrespectful language toward teachers or other school 
district personnel;

36. Violation of the school district’s Harassment and Violence Policy;

37. Actions, including fighting or any other assaultive behavior, which causes 
or could cause injury to the student or other persons or which otherwise 
endangers the health, safety, or welfare of teachers, students, other school 
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district personnel, or other persons;

38. Committing an act which inflicts great bodily harm upon another person, 
even though accidental or a result of poor judgment;

39. Violations against persons, including, but not limited to, assault or 
threatened assault, fighting, harassment, interference or obstruction, attack 
with a weapon, or look-alike weapon, sexual assault, illegal or inappropriate 
sexual conduct, or indecent exposure;

40. Verbal assaults or verbally abusive behavior including, but not limited to, 
use of language that is discriminatory, abusive, obscene, threatening, 
intimidating, or that degrades other people;

41. Physical or verbal threats including, but not limited to, the staging or 
reporting of dangerous or hazardous situations that do not exist;

42. Inappropriate, abusive, threatening, or demeaning actions based on race, 
color, creed, religion, sex, marital status, status with regard to public 
assistance, disability, national origin, or sexual orientation;

43. Violation of the school district’s Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored 
Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees Policy;

44. Violation of school rules, regulations, policies, or procedures, including, but 
not limited to, those policies specifically enumerated in this policy; 

45. Other acts, as determined by the school district, which are disruptive of the 
educational process or dangerous or detrimental to the student or other 
students, school district personnel or surrounding persons, or which violate 
the rights of others or which damage or endanger the property of the school, 
or which otherwise interferes with or obstruct the mission or operations of 
the school district or the safety or welfare of students or employees.

IX. RECESS AND OTHER BREAKS

A. "Recess detention" means excluding or excessively delaying a student from 
participating in a scheduled recess period as a consequence for student 

behavior. Recess detention does not include, among other things, providing 
alternative recess at the student's choice.

B. The school district is encouraged to ensure student access to structured breaks 
from the demands of school and to support teachers, principals, and other 

school staff in their efforts to use evidence-based approaches to reduce 
exclusionary forms of discipline.

C. The school district must not use recess detention unless:
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1. a student causes or is likely to cause serious physical harm to other 
students or staff;

2. the student's parent or guardian specifically consents to the use of recess 
detention; or

3. for students receiving special education services, the student's 
individualized education program team has determined that 

withholding recess is appropriate based on the individualized needs of the 
student.

D. The school district must not withhold recess from a student based on incomplete 
schoolwork.

E. The school district must require school staff to make a reasonable attempt to 
notify a parent or guardian within 24 hours of using recess detention.

F. The school district must compile information on each recess detention at the end 
of each school year, including the student's age, grade, gender, race or 

ethnicity, and special education status. This information must be available to 
the public upon request. The school district is encouraged to use the data in 
professional development promoting the use of nonexclusionary discipline.

G. The school district must not withhold or excessively delay a student's 
participation in scheduled mealtimes. This section does not alter a district 

or school's existing responsibilities under Minnesota Statutes, section 
124D.111 or other state or federal law.

X. DISCIPLINARY ACTION OPTIONS

The general policy of the school district is to utilize progressive discipline to the extent 
reasonable and appropriate based upon the specific facts and circumstances of student 
misconduct.  The specific form of discipline chosen in a particular case is solely within the 
discretion of the school district.  At a minimum, violation of school district code of conduct, 
rules, regulations, policies, or procedures will result in discussion of the violation and a 
verbal warning.  The school district shall, however, impose more severe disciplinary 
sanctions for any violation, including exclusion or expulsion, if warranted by the student’s 
misconduct, as determined by the school district.  Disciplinary action may include, but is 
not limited to, one or more of the following:

A. Student conference with teacher, principal, counselor, or other school district 
personnel, and verbal warning;

B. Confiscation by school district personnel and/or by law enforcement of any item, 
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article, object, or thing, prohibited by, or used in the violation of, any school district 
policy, rule, regulation, procedure, or state or federal law.  If confiscated by the 
school district, the confiscated item, article, object, or thing will be released only to 
the parent/guardian following the completion of any investigation or disciplinary 
action instituted or taken related to the violation.

C. Parent contact;

D. Parent conference;

E. Removal from class;

F. In-school suspension;

G. Suspension from extracurricular activities;

H. Detention or restriction of privileges;

I. Loss of school privileges;

J. In-school monitoring or revised class schedule;

K. Referral to in-school support services;

L. Referral to community resources or outside agency services;

M. Financial restitution;

N. Referral to police, other law enforcement agencies, or other appropriate authorities; 

O. A request for a petition to be filed in district court for juvenile delinquency 
adjudication;

P. Out-of-school suspension under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;

Q. Preparation of an admission or readmission plan;

R. Saturday school;

S. Expulsion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;

T. Exclusion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act; and/or

U. Other disciplinary action as deemed appropriate by the school district.

XI. REMOVAL OF STUDENTS FROM CLASS
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A. The teacher of record shall have the general control and government of the 
classroom.  Teachers have the responsibility of attempting to modify disruptive 
student behavior by such means as conferring with the student, using positive 
reinforcement, assigning detention or other consequences, or contacting the 
student’s parents.  When such measures fail, or when the teacher determines it is 
otherwise appropriate based upon the student’s conduct, the teacher shall have the 
authority to remove the student from class pursuant to the procedures established 
by this discipline policy.  “Removal from class” and “removal” mean any actions 
taken by a teacher, principal, or other school district employee to prohibit a student 
from attending a class or activity period for a period of time not to exceed five (5) 
days, pursuant to this discipline policy.

Grounds for removal from class shall include any of the following:

1. Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an 
education, including conduct that interferes with a teacher’s ability to teach 
or communicate effectively with students in a class or with the ability of 
other students to learn;

2. Willful conduct that endangers surrounding persons, including school 
district employees, the student or other students, or the property of the 
school; 

3. Willful violation of any school rules, regulations, policies or procedures, 
including the Code of Student Conduct in this policy; or

4. Other conduct, which in the discretion of the teacher or administration, 
requires removal of the student from class.

Such removal shall be for at least one (1) activity period or class period of 
instruction for a given course of study and shall not exceed five (5) such periods.

A student must be removed from class immediately if the student engages in assault 
or violent behavior.  “Assault” is an act done with intent to cause fear in another of 
immediate bodily harm or death; or the intentional infliction of, or attempt to inflict, 
bodily harm upon another.  The removal from class shall be for a period of time 
deemed appropriate by the principal, in consultation with the teacher.

B. If a student is removed from class more than ten (10) times in a school year, the 
school district shall notify the parent or guardian of the student’s tenth removal 
from class and make reasonable attempts to convene a meeting with the student’s 
parent or guardian to discuss the problem that is causing the student to be removed 
from class.

 
C. Procedures for Removal of a Student From a Class

1. Students must be sent to the principal’s office or another area clearly 
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designated by the building principal. The teacher should follow the 
communication protocol established by the principal or designee.

2. The referring staff shall provide the building principal or designee an 
explanation for the removal using the appropriate district-approved 
behavior documentation system.

D. Period of Time for which a Student may be Removed from a Class (may not 
exceed five (5) class periods for a violation of a rule of conduct)

1. The removal from class shall be for a period of time deemed appropriate 
by the principal, in consultation with the teacher.

E. Responsibility for and Custody of a Student Removed from Class

1. Students must go to the principal’s office or another area designated by the 
building principal.

2. Depending on the age of the student and severity of the situation, 
the teacher will determine if a student must be accompanied to the 
designated area.

3. Students may be engaged in one or more of the following: calming 
strategies, classwork, learning focused on the reason for the removal or 
restorative activities while removed from the class. 

4. The principal or designee will provide custodial care of the student when a 
student is removed from class until the student returns to class.

F. Procedures for Return of a Student to a Specific Class from which the Student 
was Removed
1. When a teacher removes a student from class, the principal or designee 

shall follow up with teachers to develop a re-entry plan.

2. After the teacher has removed the student from class the teacher will 
provide the principal or designee with documentation of a record of 
teacher interventions and parent or guardian contacts.

G. Procedures for Notifying a Student and the Student’s Parents or Guardian of 
Violation of the Rules of Conduct and of Resulting Disciplinary Actions;

1. When a teacher removes a student from class, the principal or designee 
shall follow up with teachers to develop a re-entry plan.

2. After the teacher has removed the student from class the teacher will 
provide the principal or designee with documentation of a record of 
teacher interventions and parent or guardian contacts. 
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H. Disabled Students; Special Provisions

1. A student’s special education case manager will be notified of the incident 
leading to removal from class to determine if there is a need for 

further assessment.

2. A student’s special education case manager wil lbe notified of the incident 
leading to removal from class to determine if there is a need for a 

review of the adequacy of the current Inividualized Education Program 
(IEP).

3. The principal or designee will follow the MTSS procedures set by the 
district to determine if a student is in need of special education services.

I. Procedures for Detecting and Addressing Chemical Abuse Problems of Students 
while on School Premises

1. The preassessment team will be developed following the steps outlined in 
District Policy 417 Chemical Use and Abuse.

2. The teacher will report suspected chemical abuse to the principal or 
designee who will then follow steps outlined with the preassessment team.

3. The principal or designee, the teacher and the MTSS team will meet to 
develop interventions that may be needed for the student tied to violations 
of the Code of Student Conduct. 

XII. DISMISSAL

A. “Dismissal” means the denial of the current educational program to any student, 
including exclusion, expulsion and suspension.  Dismissal does not include removal 
from class.

The school district shall not deny due process or equal protection of the law to any 
student involved in a dismissal proceeding which may result in suspension, 
exclusion or expulsion.

The school district shall not dismiss any student without attempting to provide 
alternative educational services use nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and 
procedures before dismissal proceedings, or pupil withdrawal agreements, except 
where it appears that the student will create an immediate and substantial danger to 
self or to surrounding persons or property.

B. Violations leading to suspension, based upon severity, may also be grounds for 
actions leading to expulsion, and/or exclusion.  A student may be dismissed on any 
of the following grounds:
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1. Willful violation of any reasonable school board regulation, including those 
found in this policy;

2. Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an 
education, or the ability of school personnel to perform their duties, or 
school sponsored extracurricular activities; or

3. Willful conduct that endangers the student or other students, or surrounding 
persons, including school district employees, or property of the school.

C. Disciplinary Dismissals Prohibited

1. A pupil enrolled in the following is not subject to dismissals under the 
Pupil Fair Dismissal Act:

a. a preschool or prekindergarten program, including an early 
childhood family education, school readiness, school 

readiness plus, voluntary prekindergarten, Head Start, or other 
school-based preschool or prekindergarten program; or

b. kindergarten through Grade 3.

2. This section does not apply to a dismissal from school for less than one 
school day, except as provided under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 

125A and federal law for a student receiving special education services.

3. Notwithstanding this section, expulsions and exclusions may be used only 
after resources outlined under Nonexclusionary discipline have been 
exhausted, and only in circumstances where there is an ongoing 

serious safety threat to the child or others.

D. Suspension Procedures

1. “Suspension” means an action by the school administration, under rules 
promulgated by the School Board, prohibiting a student from attending 
school for a period of no more than ten (10) school days; provided, however, 
if a suspension is longer than five (5) school days, the suspending 
administrator shall provide the superintendent with a reason for the longer 
term of suspension.  This definition does not apply to dismissal for one (1) 
school day or less where a student with a disability does not receive regular 
or special education instruction during that dismissal period.

2. School administration must allow a suspended pupil the opportunity to 
complete all school work assigned during the period of the pupil's 
suspension and to receive full credit for satisfactorily completing the 
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assignments. The school principal or other person having administrative 
control of the school building or program is encouraged to designate a 
district or school employee as a liaison to work with the pupil's teachers to 
allow the suspended pupil to (1) receive timely course materials and other 
information, and (2) complete daily and weekly assignments and receive 
teachers' feedback.

3. If a student’s total days of removal from school exceed ten (10) cumulative 
days in a school year, the school district shall make reasonable attempts to 
convene a meeting with the student and the student’s parent or guardian 
before subsequently removing the student from school and, with the 
permission of the parent or guardian, arrange for a mental health screening 
for the student at the parent or guardian’s expense.  The purpose of this 
meeting is to attempt to determine the student’s need for assessment or other 
services or whether the parent or guardian should have the student assessed 
or diagnosed to determine whether the student needs treatment for a mental 
health disorder.

34. The definition of suspension under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, 
subdivision 10, does not apply to a student's dismissal from school for one 
school day or less, except as provided under federal law for a student with 
a disability. Each suspension action may include a readmission plan.  The 
plan shall include, where appropriate, a provision for implementing 
alternative educational services upon readmission which must not be used 
to extend the current suspension.  A readmission plan must not obligate a 
parent or guardian to provide psychotropic drugs to their student as a 
condition of readmission.  School administration must not use the refusal of 
a parent or guardian to consent to the administration of psychotropic drugs 
to their student or to consent to a psychiatric evaluation, screening, or 
examination of the student as a ground, by itself, to prohibit the student from 
attending class or participating in a school-related activity, or as a basis of 
a charge of child abuse, child neglect, or medical or educational neglect.  
The school administration may not impose consecutive suspensions against 
the same student for the same course of conduct, or incident of misconduct, 
except where the student will create an immediate and substantial danger to 
self or to surrounding persons or property or where the school district is in 
the process of initiating an expulsion, in which case the school 
administration may extend the suspension to a total of fifteen (15) days.

45. A child with a disability may be suspended.  When a child with a disability 
has been suspended for more than five (5) consecutive days or ten (10) 
cumulative school days in the same year, and that suspension does not 
involve a recommendation for expulsion or exclusion or other change in 
placement under federal law, relevant members of the child’s IEP team, 
including at least one of the child’s teachers, shall meet and determine the 
extent to which the child needs services in order to continue to participate 
in the general education curriculum, although in another setting, and to 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/121A.41#stat.121A.41.10
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/121A.41#stat.121A.41.10
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progress toward meeting the goals in the child’s IEP.  That meeting must 
occur as soon as possible, but no more than ten (10) days after the sixth (6th) 
consecutive day of suspension or the tenth (10th) cumulative day of 
suspension has elapsed.

56. Alternative education services must be provided to a pupil who is suspended 
for more than five (5) consecutive school days. The school administration 
shall implement alternative educational services when the suspension 
exceeds five (5) days.  Alternative educational services may include, but are 
not limited to, special tutoring, modified curriculum, modified instruction, 
other modifications or adaptations, instruction through electronic media, 
special education services as indicated by appropriate assessments, 
homebound instruction, supervised homework, or enrollment in another 
district or in an alternative learning center under Minn. Stat. § 123A.05 
selected to allow the student to progress toward meeting graduation 
standards under Minn. Stat. § 120B.02, although in a different setting.

67. The school administration shall not suspend a student from school without 
an informal administrative conference with the student.  The informal 
administrative conference shall take place before the suspension, except 
where it appears that the student will create an immediate and substantial 
danger to self or to surrounding persons or property, in which case the 
conference shall take place as soon as practicable following the suspension.  
At the informal administrative conference, a school administrator shall 
notify the student of the grounds for the suspension, provide an explanation 
of the evidence the authorities have, and the student may present the 
student’s version of the facts.  A separate administrative conference is 
required for each period of suspension.

78. After school administration notifies a student of the grounds for suspension, 
school administration may, instead of imposing the suspension, do one or 
more of the following:

a. strongly encourage a parent or guardian of the student to attend 
school with the student for one day;

b. assign the student to attend school on Saturday as supervised by the 
principal or the principal’s designee; and

c. petition the juvenile court that the student is in need of services 
under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260C.

89. A written notice containing the grounds for suspension, a brief statement of 
the facts, a description of the testimony, a readmission plan, and a copy of 
the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56, 
shall be personally served upon the student at or before the time the 
suspension is to take effect, and upon the student’s parent or guardian by 
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mail within forty-eight (48) hours of the conference.  (See attached sample 
Notice of Suspension.)

910. The school administration shall make reasonable efforts to notify the 
student’s parent or guardian of the suspension by telephone as soon as 
possible following suspension.

1011. In the event a student is suspended without an informal administrative 
conference on the grounds that the student will create an immediate and 
substantial danger to surrounding persons or property, the written notice 
shall be served upon the student and the student’s parent or guardian within 
forty-eight (48) hours of the suspension.  Service by mail shall be complete 
upon mailing.

1112. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the student may be suspended 
pending the school board’s decision in an expulsion or exclusion 
proceeding, provided that alternative educational services are implemented 
to the extent that suspension exceeds five (5) consecutive school days.

D. Expulsion and Exclusion Procedures

1. “Expulsion” means a school board action to prohibit an enrolled student 
from further attendance for up to twelve (12) months from the date the 
student is expelled.  The authority to expel rests with the school board.

2. “Exclusion” means an action taken by the school board to prevent 
enrollment or re-enrollment of a student for a period that shall not extend 
beyond the school year.  The authority to exclude rests with the school 
board.

3. All expulsion and exclusion proceedings will be held pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, 
Minn. Stat. §§121A.40-121A.56.

4. No expulsion or exclusion shall be imposed without a hearing, unless the 
right to a hearing is waived in writing by the student and parent or guardian.

5. The student and parent or guardian shall be provided written notice of the 
school district’s intent to initiate expulsion or exclusion proceedings.  This 
notice shall be served upon the student and his or her parent or guardian 
personally or by mail, and shall contain a complete statement of the facts; a 
list of the witnesses and a description of their testimony; state the date, time 
and place of hearing; be accompanied by a copy of the Pupil Fair Dismissal 
Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56; describe alternative educational 
services the nonexclusionary disciplinary practices accorded the student in 
an attempt to avoid the expulsion proceedings; and inform the student and 
parent or guardian of their right to: (1) have a representative of the student’s 
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own choosing, including legal counsel at the hearing; (2) examine the 
student’s records before the hearing; (3) present evidence; and (4) confront 
and cross-examine witnesses.  The school district shall must advise the 
student’s parent or guardian that free or low-cost legal assistance may be 
available and that a legal assistance resource list is available from the 
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and is posted on its website.

6. The hearing shall be scheduled within ten (10) days of the service of the 
written notice unless an extension, not to exceed five (5) days, is requested 
for good cause by the school district, student, parent, or guardian. 

7. All hearings shall be held at a time and place reasonably convenient to the 
student, parent, or guardian and shall be closed, unless the student, parent, 
or guardian requests an open hearing.

8. The school district shall record the hearing proceedings at district expense, 
and a party may obtain a transcript at its own expense.

9. The student shall have a right to a representative of the student’s own 
choosing, including legal counsel, at the student’s sole expense.  The school 
district shall advise the student’s parent or guardian that free or low-cost 
legal assistance may be available and that a legal assistance resource list is 
available from MDE.  The school board may appoint an attorney to 
represent the school district in any proceeding.

10. If the student designates a representative other than the parent or guardian, 
the representative must have a written authorization from the student and 
the parent or guardian providing them with access to and/or copies of the 
student’s records.

11. All expulsion or exclusion hearings shall take place before and be conducted 
by an independent hearing officer designated by the school district.  The 
hearing shall be conducted in a fair and impartial manner.  Testimony shall 
be given under oath and the hearing officer shall have the power to issue 
subpoenas and administer oaths.

12. At a reasonable time prior to the hearing, the student, parent or guardian, or 
authorized representative shall be given access to all school district records 
pertaining to the student, including any tests or reports upon which the 
proposed dismissal action may be based.

13. The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have the 
right to compel the presence of any school district employee or agent or any 
other person who may have evidence upon which the proposed dismissal 
action may be based, and to confront and cross-examine any witnesses 
testifying for the school district.
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14. The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have the 
right to present evidence and testimony, including expert psychological or 
educational testimony.

15. The student cannot be compelled to testify in the dismissal proceedings.

16. The hearing officer shall prepare findings and a recommendation based 
solely upon substantial evidence presented at the hearing, which must be 
made to the school board and served upon the parties within two (2) days 
after the close of the hearing.

17. The school board shall base its decision upon the findings and 
recommendation of the hearing officer and shall render its decision at a 
meeting held within five (5) days after receiving the findings and 
recommendation.  The school board may provide the parties with the 
opportunity to present exceptions and comments to the hearing officer’s 
findings and recommendation provided that neither party presents any 
evidence not admitted at the hearing.  The decision by the school board must 
be based on the record, must be in writing, and must state the controlling 
facts on which the decision is made in sufficient detail to apprise the parties 
and the Commissioner of Education (Commissioner) of the basis and reason 
for the decision.

18. A party to an expulsion or exclusion decision made by the school board may 
appeal the decision to the Commissioner within twenty-one (21) calendar 
days of school board action pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 121A.49.  The decision 
of the school board shall be implemented during the appeal to the 
Commissioner.

19. The school district shall report any suspension, expulsion or exclusion 
action taken to the appropriate public service agency, when the student is 
under the supervision of such agency.

20. The school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting 
system, each expulsion or exclusion within thirty (30) days of the effective 
date of the action to the Commissioner. This report must include a statement 
of alternative educational services given the student and the reason for, the 
effective date, and the duration of the exclusion or expulsion.  The report 
must also include the student’s age, grade, gender, race, and special 
education status.  The dismissal report must include state student 
identification numbers of affected students.

21. Whenever a student fails to return to school within ten (10) school days of 
the termination of dismissal, a school administrator shall inform the student 
and his/her parent or guardian by mail of the student’s right to attend and to 
be reinstated in the school district.
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XIII. ADMISSION OR READMISSION PLAN

A school administrator shall must prepare and enforce an admission or readmission plan 
for any student who is excluded or expelled from school.  The plan may must include 
measures to improve the student’s behavior, including which may include completing a 
character education program consistent with Minn. Stat. § 120B.232, Subd. 1, social and 
emotional learning, counseling, social work services, mental health services, referrals for 
special education or 504 evaluation, and evidence-based academic interventions.  The plan 
must include reasonable attempts to obtain and require parental involvement in the 
admission or readmission process, and may indicate the consequences to the student of not 
improving the student’s behavior.  The readmission plan must not obligate parents to 
provide a sympathomimetic medication for their child as a condition of readmission.

XIV. NOTIFICATION OF POLICY VIOLATIONS

Notification of any violation of this policy and resulting disciplinary action shall be as 
provided herein, or as otherwise provided by the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act or other 
applicable law.  The teacher, principal or other school district official may provide 
additional notification as deemed appropriate.

In addition, the school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting system, 
each exclusion or expulsion, each physical assault of a school district employee by a 
student pupil within thirty (30) days of the assault.  Effective date of the dismissal action, 
pupil withdrawal, or assault, to the MDE Commissioner. This report must include a 
statement of the alternative educational services nonexclusionary disciplinary practices, or 
other sanction, intervention, or resolution in response to the assault given to the student 
pupil in response to the assault and the reason for, the effective date, and the duration of 
the exclusion or expulsion or other sanction, intervention, or resolution.  The report must 
also include the student pupil’s age, grade, gender, race, and special education status.

XV. STUDENT DISCIPLINE RECORDS

The policy of the school district is that complete and accurate student discipline records be 
maintained.  The collection, dissemination, and maintenance of student discipline records 
shall be consistent with applicable school district policies and federal and state law, 
including the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. Ch. 13.

XVI. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students who are currently identified as eligible under the IDEA or Section 504 will be 
subject to the provisions of this policy, unless the student’s IEP or 504 plan specifies a 
necessary modification.

Before initiating an expulsion or exclusion of a student with a disability, relevant members 
of the child’s IEP team and the child’s parent shall, consistent with federal law, conduct a 
manifestation determination and determine whether the child’s behavior was (i) caused by 
or had a direct and substantial relationship to the child’s disability and (ii) whether the 
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child’s conduct was a direct result of a failure to implement the child’s IEP.  If the student’s 
educational program is appropriate and the behavior is not a manifestation of the student’s 
disability, the school district will proceed with discipline – up to and including expulsion 
– as if the student did not have a disability, unless the student’s educational program 
provides otherwise.  If the team determines that the behavior subject to discipline is a 
manifestation of the student’s disability, the team shall conduct a functional behavioral 
assessment and implement a behavioral intervention plan for such student provided that 
the school district had not conducted such assessment prior to the manifestation 
determination before the behavior that resulted in a change of placement.  Where a 
behavioral intervention plan previously has been developed, the team will review the 
behavioral intervention plan and modify it as necessary to address the behavior.

When a student who has an IEP is excluded or expelled for misbehavior that is not a 
manifestation of the student’s disability, the school district shall continue to provide special 
education and related services during the period of expulsion or exclusion.

XVII. OPEN ENROLLED STUDENTS

The school district may terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student enrolled under 
an Enrollment Option Program (Minn. Stat. § 124D.03) or Enrollment in Nonresident 
District (Minn. Stat. § 124D.08) at the end of a school year if the student meets the 
definition of a habitual truant, the student has been provided appropriate services for 
truancy (Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A), and the student’s case has been referred to juvenile court.  
The school district may also terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student over the age 
of seventeen (17) enrolled under an Enrollment Options Program if the student is absent 
without lawful excuse for one or more periods on fifteen (15) school days and has not 
lawfully withdrawn from school.

XVIII. DISCIPLINE COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

Students, parents and other guardians, and school staff may file a complaint and seek 
corrective action when the requirements of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, 
including the implementation of the local behavior and discipline policies, are not being 
implemented appropriately or are being discriminately applied. 

The Discipline Complaint Procedure must, at a minimum:

1. provide procedures for communicating this policy including the ability for a 
parent to appeal a decision under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.49 that 
contains explicit instructions for filing the complaint;

2. provide an opportunity for involved parties to submit additional information 
related to the complaint;

3. provide a procedure to begin to investigate complaints within three school days of 
receipt, and identify personnel who will manage the investigation and any 
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resulting record and are responsible for keeping and regulating access to 
any record;

4. provide procedures for issuing a written determination to the complainant that 
addresses each allegation and contains findings and conclusions;

5. if the investigation finds the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, sections 
121A.40 to 121A.61, including any local policies that were not 

implemented appropriately, contain procedures that require a corrective action 
plan to correct a student's record and provide relevant staff with training, 
coaching, or other accountability practices to ensure appropriate compliance 
with policies in the future; and

6. prohibit reprisals or retaliation against any person who asserts, alleges, or reports 
a complaint, and provide procedures for applying appropriate consequences 

for a person who engages in reprisal or retaliation.

XIX.   DISTRIBUTION OF POLICY

The school district will notify students and parents of the existence and contents of this 
policy in such manner as it deems appropriate.  Copies of this discipline policy shall be 
made available to all students and parents at the commencement of each school year and 
to all new students and parents upon enrollment.  This policy shall also be available upon 
request in each principal’s office.

XX. REVIEW OF POLICY

The principal and representatives of parents, students and staff in each school building shall 
confer at least annually to review this discipline policy, determine if the policy is working 
as intended, and to assess whether the discipline policy has been enforced.  Any 
recommended changes shall be submitted to the superintendent for consideration by the 
school board, which shall conduct an annual review of this policy.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.232 (Character Development Education)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.26 (School Preassessment Teams)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.29 (Reporting; Chemical Abuse)
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.575 (Alternatives to Pupil Suspension)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Reasonable Force)
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.60-121A.61 (Removal From Class)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.42 (General Control of Schools)
Minn. Stat. § 123A.05 (Area Learning Center Organization)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)
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Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (Enrollment in Nonresident District)
Minn. Stat. Ch.125A (Students With Disabilities)
Minn. Stat. § 152.22 (Medical Cannabis; Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 152.23 (Medical Cannabis; Limitations)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A (Truancy)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 260C (Juvenile Court Act)
20 U.S.C. §§ 1400-1487 (Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act of 2004)
29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504)
34 C.F.R. § 300.530(e)(1) (Manifestation Determination)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 502 (Search of Student Lockers, Desks, 
Personal Possessions, and Student’s Person)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 503 (Student Attendance)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored
Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514 (Bullying Prohibition Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 524 (Internet Acceptable Use and Safety 
Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 526 (Hazing Prohibition)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 527 (Student Use and Parking of Motor 
Vehicles; Patrols, Inspections, and Searches)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 610 (Field Trips)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 711 (Video Recording on School Buses)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 712 (Video Surveillance Other Than on 
Buses)

Policy Adopted: November 2005
Revised: November 2009 / May 2012 / June 2015/ May 2016 / October 2017
Reviewed: June 2018/ April 2021/ June 2022

Independent School District No. 110
Waconia  MN
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710 EXTRACURRICULAR TRANSPORTATION

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to make clear to students, parents, and staff the school 
district’s policy regarding extracurricular transportation.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The determination as to whether to provide transportation for students, spectators, or 
participants to and from extracurricular activities shall be made solely by the school 
district administration.  This determination shall include, but is not limited to, the 
decision to provide transportation, the persons to be transported, the type or method to be 
utilized, all transportation scheduling and coordination, and any other transportation 
arrangements or decisions.  Employees who are involved in extracurricular activities shall 
be advised by the administration as to the transportation arrangements made, if any.

III. ARRANGEMENT OF EXTRACURRICULAR TRANSPORTATION

School district employees shall not undertake independent arrangement, scheduling, or 
coordination of transportation for extracurricular activities unless specifically directed or 
approved by the school district administration.  All transportation arrangements made by 
a school district employee must be approved by a building administrator.  If the school 
district makes no arrangements for extracurricular transportation, students who wish to 
participate are responsible for arranging for or providing their own transportation. 

IV. NO EMPLOYEE TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS WITH PERSONAL 
VEHICLES

An employee must not use a personal vehicle to transport one or more students except as 
provided herein. However, employees may make appropriate transportation arrangements 
for students as necessary in an emergency or other unforeseeable circumstance.

In a nonemergency situation, an employee must get prior, written approval from the 
administration before transporting a student in a personal vehicle.  If a school vehicle is 
available, the employee will use the school vehicle.  The administration has the sole 
discretion to make a final determination as to the appropriate use of a personal vehicle to 
transport one or more students.

If any emergency transportation arrangements are made by employees pursuant to this 
section, the relevant facts and circumstances shall be reported to the administration as 
soon thereafter as practicable.

All vehicles used to transport students shall be properly registered and insured.

[Note:  This policy provides that employees may use a personal vehicle to transport students in 
an emergency or other unforeseeable circumstance.  An “emergency or other unforeseeable 
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circumstance” does not include situations where regular transportation is available or 
scheduled. 

For example, if a scheduled extracurricular event occurs outside of the school district and the 
school district transports a team or group of students to and from the event, an employee 
would be prohibited by law from using a personal vehicle to transport some students to the 
event.  In contrast, if a student attending this same event became ill or injured and required 
immediate transportation home or to a health care facility, the exigent need to transport one 
student would not constitute regular or scheduled transportation.  An employee would have 
authority to transport the student in a personal vehicle under these circumstances, if using a 
vehicle that is properly registered and insured.  The expectation of the school district is that 
the employee would immediately contact administration about these circumstances to ensure 
oversight of the employee’s use of this exception.

Nonregular and nonscheduled transportation also would include situations where some notice 
may be provided of the need for transportation to a nonscheduled event for which 
transportation generally is not provided by the school district.  For example, a group of 
students may participate in a scheduled debate competition for which regular school district 
transportation is provided.  Two students advance to a regional competition the following day.  
Transportation would not have been scheduled to the regional competition as the students’ 
advancement was not predicted.  These circumstances may justify an employee’s use of a 
personal vehicle to transport the two students to the regional competition, if the vehicle is 
properly registered and insured.  Because the employee has sufficient time to contact an 
administrator, advance written permission by an administrator would be expected for the 
purpose of overseeing that the reasons for an employee using a personal vehicle comply with 
the requirements of the law.]

V. FEES

In its discretion, the school district may charge fees for transportation of students to and 
from extracurricular activities conducted at locations other than school, where attendance 
is optional.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (Authorized Fees)
Minn. Stat. § 169.011, Subd. 71(a) (Definitions of a School Bus)
Minn. Stat. § 169.454, Subd. 13 (Type III Vehicle Standards – Exemption)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 610 (Field Trips)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 2, Transportation

Policy Adopted: April 2004, 2007 
Revised: August 2020
Independent School District #110 
Waconia, MN
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721 UNIFORM GRANT GUIDANCE POLICY REGARDING FEDERAL REVENUE 
SOURCES

[Note: School districts are required by the federal Uniform Grant Guidance 
regulations, 2 C.F.R. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, to have the policies which 
establish uniform administrative requirements, cost principles, and audit requirements 
for federal awards to non-federal entities including school districts.  In June 2018, the 
United States Office of Management and Budget increased the threshold dollar 
amounts for both simplified acquisition costs ($250,000) and micro-purchases 
($10,000).]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure compliance with the requirements of the federal 
Uniform Grant Guidance regulations by establishing uniform administrative 
requirements, cost principles, and audit requirements for federal grant awards received by 
the school district.

II. DEFINITIONS

A. Grants

1. “State-administered grants” are those grants that pass through a state 
agency such as the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE).

2. “Direct grants” are those grants that do not pass through another agency 
such as MDE and are awarded directly by the federal awarding agency to 
the grantee organization. These grants are usually discretionary grants that 
are awarded by the U.S. Department of Education (DOE) or by another 
federal awarding agency.

[Note: All of the requirements outlined in this policy apply to both direct grants 
and state-administered grants.]

B. “Non-federal entity” means a state, local government, Indian tribe, institution of 
higher education, or nonprofit organization that carries out a federal award as a 
recipient or subrecipient.

C. “Federal award” has the meaning, depending on the context, in either paragraph 1. 
or 2. of this definition:

1. a. The federal financial assistance that a non-federal entity receives 
directly from a federal awarding agency or indirectly from a pass-
through entity, as described in 2 Code of Federal Regulations 
section  C.F.R. § 200.101 (Applicability); or

b. The cost-reimbursement contract under the federal Acquisition 
Regulations that a non-federal entity receives directly from a 
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federal awarding agency or indirectly from a pass-through entity, 
as described in 2 Code of Federal Regulations section  C.F.R. § 
200.101 (Applicability).

2. The instrument setting forth the terms and conditions. The instrument is 
the grant agreement, cooperative agreement, other agreement for 
assistance covered in paragraph (b) of 2 Code of Federal Regulations 
section  C.F.R. § 200.40 (Federal Financial Assistance), or the cost-
reimbursement contract awarded under the federal Acquisition 
Regulations.

3. “Federal award” does not include other contracts that a federal agency 
uses to buy goods or services from a contractor or a contract to operate 
federal-government-owned, contractor-operated facilities.

D. “Contract” means a legal instrument by which a non-federal entity purchases 
property or services needed to carry out the project or program under a federal 
award.  The term, as used in 2 Code of Federal Regulations C.F.R. Part 200, does 
not include a legal instrument, even if the non-federal entity considers it a 
contract, when the substance of the transaction meets the definition of a federal 
award or subaward.

E. Procurement Methods

1. “Procurement by micro-purchase” is the acquisition of supplies or 
services, the aggregate dollar amount of which does not exceed the micro-
purchase threshold (generally $10,000, except as otherwise discussed in 
48 Code of Federal Regulations C.F.R. Subpart 2.1 or as periodically 
adjusted for inflation).

[Note: Minnesota school districts may choose to increase their federal 
micro-purchase threshold to $25,000, which would align with the 
Minnesota limit. School districts choosing to adopt this increase must 
annually certify the higher threshold and the justification for using the 
higher threshold. Acceptable reasons for justification must meet one of the 
following criteria: (1) a qualification as a low-risk auditee, in accordance 
with the criteria established in 2 Code of Federal Regulations section 
200.520; (2) an annual internal institutional risk assessment to identify, 
mitigate, and manage financial risks; or (3) a higher threshold consistent 
with state law.]

2. “Procurement by small purchase procedures” are those relatively simple 
and informal procurement methods for securing services, supplies, or 
other property that do not cost more than $250,000 (periodically adjusted 
for inflation).

3. “Procurement by sealed bids (formal advertising)” is a publicly solicited 
and a firm, fixed-price contract (lump sum or unit price) awarded to the 
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responsible bidder whose bid, conforming to all the material terms and 
conditions of the invitation for bids, is the lowest in price.

4. “Procurement by competitive proposals” is normally conducted with more 
than one source submitting an offer, and either a fixed-price or cost-
reimbursement type contract is awarded. Competitive proposals are 
generally used when conditions are not appropriate for the use of sealed 
bids.

5. “Procurement by noncompetitive proposals” is procurement through 
solicitation of a proposal from only one source.

F. “Equipment” means tangible personal property (including information technology 
systems) having a useful life of more than one year and a per-unit acquisition cost 
which exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the non-federal 
entity for financial statement purposes, or $5,000.

G. “Compensation for personal services” includes all remuneration, paid currently or 
accrued, for services of employees rendered during the period of performance 
under the federal award, including, but not necessarily limited to, wages and 
salaries.  Compensation for personal services may also include fringe benefits 
which are addressed in 2 Code of Federal Regulations section  C.F.R. § 200.431 
(Compensation - Fringe Benefits).

H. “Post-retirement health plans” refer to costs of health insurance or health services 
not included in a pension plan covered by 2 Code of Federal Regulations section  
C.F.R. § 200.431(g) for retirees and their spouses, dependents, and survivors.

I. “Severance pay” is a payment in addition to regular salaries and wages by the 
non-federal entities to workers whose employment is being terminated.

J. “Direct costs” are those costs that can be identified specifically with a particular 
final cost objective, such as a federal award, or other internally or externally 
funded activity, or that can be directly assigned to such activities relatively easily 
with a high degree of accuracy.

K. “Relocation costs” are costs incident to the permanent change of duty assignment 
(for an indefinite period or for a stated period not less than 12 months) of an 
existing employee or upon recruitment of a new employee.

L. “Travel costs” are the expenses for transportation, lodging, subsistence, and 
related items incurred by employees who are in travel status on official business 
of the school district.

III. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

A. Employee Conflict of Interest.  No employee, officer, or agent may participate in 
the selection, award, or administration of a contract supported by a federal award 
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if he or she has a real or apparent conflict of interest.  Such a conflict of interest 
would arise when the employee, officer, or agent, any member of his or her 
immediate family, his or her partner, or an organization which employs or is 
about to employ any of the parties indicated herein, has a financial or other 
interest in or a tangible personal benefit from a firm considered for a contract.  
The employees, officers, and agents of the school district may neither solicit nor 
accept gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from contractors or 
parties to subcontracts.  However, the school district may set standards for 
situations in which the financial interest is not substantial or the gift is an 
unsolicited item of nominal value.  The standards of conduct must provide for 
disciplinary actions to be applied for violations of such standards by employees, 
officers, or agents of the school district.

B. Organizational Conflicts of Interest.  The school district is unable or appears to be 
unable to be impartial in conducting a procurement action involving the related 
organization because of relationships with a parent company, affiliate, or 
subsidiary organization.

C. Disclosing Conflicts of Interest.  The school district must disclose in writing any 
potential conflict of interest to MDE in accordance with applicable federal 
awarding agency policy.

IV. ACCEPTABLE METHODS OF PROCUREMENT

A. General Procurement Standards.  The school district must use its own documented 
procurement procedures which reflect applicable state laws, provided that the 
procurements conform to the applicable federal law and the standards identified in 
the Uniform Grant Guidance.

B. The school district must maintain oversight to ensure that contractors perform in 
accordance with the terms, conditions, and specifications of their contracts or 
purchase orders.

C. The school district’s procedures must avoid acquisition of unnecessary or 
duplicative items.  Consideration should be given to consolidating or breaking out 
procurements to obtain a more economical purchase.  Where appropriate, an 
analysis will be made of lease versus purchase alternatives and any other 
appropriate analysis to determine the most economical approach.

D. The school district must award contracts only to responsible contractors 
possessing the ability to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of a 
proposed procurement.  Consideration will be given to such matters as contractor 
integrity, compliance with public policy, record of past performance, and 
financial and technical resources.

E. The school district must maintain records sufficient to detail the history of 
procurement.  These records will include, but are not necessarily limited to, the 
following:  rationale for the method of procurement; selection of the contract 
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type; contractor selection or rejection; and the basis for the contract price.

F. The school district alone must be responsible, in accordance with good 
administrative practice and sound business judgment, for the settlement of all 
contractual and administrative issues arising out of procurements.  These issues 
include, but are not limited to, source evaluation, protests, disputes, and claims.  
These standards do not relieve the school district of any contractual 
responsibilities under its contracts.

G. The school district must take all necessary affirmative steps to assure that 
minority businesses, women’s business enterprises, and labor surplus area firms 
are used when possible.

H. Methods of Procurement.  The school district must use one of the following 
methods of procurement:

1. Procurement by micro-purchases.  To the extent practicable, the school 
district must distribute micro-purchases equitably among qualified 
suppliers.  Micro-purchases may be awarded without soliciting 
competitive quotations if the school district considers the price to be 
reasonable.

2. Procurement by small purchase procedures.  If small purchase procedures 
are used, price or rate quotations must be obtained from an adequate 
number of qualified sources.

3. Procurement by sealed bids (formal advertising). 

4. Procurement by competitive proposals. If this method is used, the 
following requirements apply:

a. Requests for proposals must be publicized and identify all 
evaluation factors and their relative importance. Any response to 
publicized requests for proposals must be considered to the 
maximum extent practical;

b. Proposals must be solicited from an adequate number of qualified 
sources;

c. The school district must have a written method for conducting 
technical evaluations of the proposals received and for selecting 
recipients;

d. Contracts must be awarded to the responsible firm whose proposal 
is most advantageous to the program, with price and other factors 
considered; and

e. The school district may use competitive proposal procedures for 
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qualifications-based procurement of architectural/engineering 
(A/E) professional services whereby competitors’ qualifications 
are evaluated and the most qualified competitor is selected, subject 
to negotiation of fair and reasonable compensation. The method 
where price is not used as a selection factor can only be used in 
procurement of A/E professional services; it cannot be used to 
purchase other types of services, though A/E firms are a potential 
source to perform the proposed effort.

5. Procurement by noncompetitive proposals. Procurement by 
noncompetitive proposals may be used only when one or more of the 
following circumstances apply:

a. The item is available only from a single source;

b. The public exigency or emergency for the requirement will not 
permit a delay resulting from competitive solicitation;

c. The DOE or MDE expressly authorizes noncompetitive proposals 
in response to a written request from the school district; or

d. After solicitation of a number of sources, competition is 
determined inadequate.

I. Competition.  The school district must have written procedures for procurement 
transactions.  These procedures must ensure that all solicitations:

1. Incorporate a clear and accurate description of the technical requirements 
for the material, product, or service to be procured. Such description must 
not, in competitive procurements, contain features which unduly restrict 
competition. The description may include a statement of the qualitative 
nature of the material, product, or service to be procured and, when 
necessary, must set forth those minimum essential characteristics and 
standards to which it must conform if it is to satisfy its intended use. 
Detailed product specifications should be avoided if at all possible. When 
making a clear and accurate description of the technical requirements is 
impractical or uneconomical, a “brand name or equivalent” description 
may be used as a means to define the performance or other salient 
requirements of procurement.  The specific features of the named brand 
which must be met by offers must be clearly stated; and

2. Identify all requirements which the offerors must fulfill and all other 
factors to be used in evaluating bids or proposals.

J. The school district must ensure that all prequalified lists of persons, firms, or 
products which are used in acquiring goods and services are current and include 
enough qualified sources to ensure maximum open and free competition. Also, the 
school district must not preclude potential bidders from qualifying during the 
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solicitation period.

K. Non-federal entities are prohibited from contracting with or making subawards 
under “covered transactions” to parties that are suspended or debarred or whose 
principals are suspended or debarred.  “Covered transactions” include procurement 
contracts for goods and services awarded under a grant or cooperative agreement 
that are expected to equal or exceed $25,000.

L. All nonprocurement transactions entered into by a recipient (i.e., subawards to 
subrecipients), irrespective of award amount, are considered covered transactions, 
unless they are exempt as provided in 2 Code of Federal Regulations section  
C.F.R. § 180.215.

V. MANAGING EQUIPMENT AND SAFEGUARDING ASSETS 

A. Property Standards.  The school district must, at a minimum, provide the 
equivalent insurance coverage for real property and equipment acquired or 
improved with federal funds as provided to property owned by the non-federal 
entity.  Federally owned property need not be insured unless required by the terms 
and conditions of the federal award.

The school district must adhere to the requirements concerning real property, 
equipment, supplies, and intangible property set forth in 2 Code of Federal 
Regulations sections  C.F.R. § 200.311,  200.314, and 200.315.

B. Equipment

Management requirements.  Procedures for managing equipment (including 
replacement equipment), whether acquired in whole or in part under a federal 
award, until disposition takes place will, at a minimum, meet the following 
requirements:

1. Property records must be maintained that include a description of the 
property; a serial number or other identification number; the source of the 
funding for the property (including the federal award identification 
number (FAIN)); who holds title; the acquisition date; the cost of the 
property; the percentage of the federal participation in the project costs for 
the federal award under which the property was acquired; the location, 
use, and condition of the property; and any ultimate disposition data, 
including the date of disposition and sale price of the property.

2. A physical inventory of the property must be taken and the results 
reconciled with the property records at least once every two years.

3. A control system must be developed to ensure adequate safeguards to 
prevent loss, damage, or theft of the property.  Any loss, damage, or theft 
must be investigated.
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4. Adequate maintenance procedures must be developed to keep property in 
good condition.

5. If the school district is authorized or required to sell the property, proper 
sales procedures must be established to ensure the highest possible return.

VI. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS

A. Financial Management.  The school district’s financial management systems, 
including records documenting compliance with federal statues, regulations, and 
the terms and conditions of the federal award, must be sufficient to permit the 
preparation of reports required by general and program-specific terms and 
conditions; and the tracing of funds to a level of expenditures adequate to 
establish that such funds have been used according to the federal statutes, 
regulations, and the terms and conditions of the federal award.

B. Payment.  The school district must be paid in advance, provided it maintains or 
demonstrates the willingness to maintain both written procedures that minimize 
the time elapsing between the transfer of funds and disbursement between the 
school district and the financial management systems that meet the standards for 
fund control.

Advance payments to a school district must be limited to the minimum amounts 
needed and timed to be in accordance with the actual, immediate cash 
requirements of the school district in carrying out the purpose of the approved 
program or project.  The timing and amount of advance payments must be as 
close as is administratively feasible to the actual disbursements by the non-federal 
entity for direct program or project costs and the proportionate share of any 
allowable indirect costs.  The school district must make timely payment to 
contractors in accordance with the contract provisions.

C. Internal Controls.  The school district must establish and maintain effective 
internal control over the federal award that provides reasonable assurance that the 
school district is managing the federal award in compliance with federal statutes, 
regulations, and the terms and conditions of the federal award.  These internal 
controls should be in compliance with guidance in “Standards for Internal Control 
in the Federal Government,” issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States, or the “Internal Control Integrated Framework,” issued by the Committee 
of Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission (COSO).

The school district must comply with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms 
and conditions of the federal award.

The school district must also evaluate and monitor the school district’s 
compliance with statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the federal 
award.
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The school district must also take prompt action when instances of 
noncompliance are identified, including noncompliance identified in audit 
findings.

The school district must take reasonable measures to safeguard protected 
personally identifiable information considered sensitive consistent with applicable 
federal and state laws regarding privacy and obligations of confidentiality.

VII. ALLOWABLE USE OF FUNDS AND COST PRINCIPLES

A. Allowable Use of Funds.  The school district administration and board will 
enforce appropriate procedures and penalties for program, compliance, and 
accounting staff responsible for the allocation of federal grant costs based on their 
allowability and their conformity with federal cost principles to determine the 
allowability of costs.

B. Definitions

1. “Allowable cost” means a cost that complies with all legal requirements 
that apply to a particular federal education program, including statutes, 
regulations, guidance, applications, and approved grant awards.

2. “Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR)” 
means a compilation of regulations that apply to federal education 
programs.  These regulations contain important rules governing the 
administration of federal education programs and include rules affecting 
the allowable use of federal funds (including rules regarding allowable 
costs, the period of availability of federal awards, documentation 
requirements, and grants management requirements).  EDGAR can be 
accessed at: http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html.

3. “Omni Circular” or “2 Code of Federal Regulations  C.F.R. Part 200s” or 
“Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards” means federal cost principles that 
provide standards for determining whether costs may be charged to federal 
grants.

4. “Advance payment” means a payment that a federal awarding agency or 
passthrough entity makes by any appropriate payment mechanism, 
including a predetermined payment schedule, before the non-federal entity 
disburses the funds for program purposes.

C. Allowable Costs. The following items are costs that may be allowable under the 2 
Code of Federal Regulations C.F.R. Part 200s under specific conditions:

1. Advisory councils;

2. Audit costs and related services;

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html
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3. Bonding costs;

4. Communication costs;

5. Compensation for personal services;

6. Depreciation and use allowances;

7. Employee morale,  health, and welfare costs;

8. Equipment and other capital expenditures;

9. Gains and losses on disposition of depreciable property and other capital 
assets and substantial relocation of federal programs;

10. Insurance and indemnification;

11. Maintenance, operations, and repairs;

12. Materials and supplies costs;

13. Meetings and conferences;

14. Memberships, subscriptions, and professional activity costs;

15. Security costs;

16. Professional service costs;

17. Proposal costs;

18. Publication and printing costs;

19. Rearrangement and alteration costs;

20. Rental costs of building and equipment;

21. Training costs; and

22. Travel costs.

D. Costs Forbidden by Federal Law.  2 Code of Federal Regulations C.F.R.  Part 
200s and EDGAR identify certain costs that may never be paid with federal funds.  
The following list provides examples of such costs.  If a cost is on this list, it may 
not be supported with federal funds.  The fact that a cost is not on this list does 
not mean it is necessarily permissible.  Other important restrictions apply to 
federal funds, such as those items detailed in the 2 Code of Federal Regulations 
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C.F.R.  Part 200s; thus, the following list is not exhaustive:

1. Advertising and public relations costs (with limited exceptions), including 
promotional items and memorabilia, models, gifts, and souvenirs;

2. Alcoholic beverages;

3. Bad debts;

4. Contingency provisions (with limited exceptions);

5. Fundraising and investment management costs (with limited exceptions);

6. Donations;

7. Contributions;

8. Entertainment (amusement, diversion, and social activities and any 
associated costs);

9. Fines and penalties;

10. General government expenses (with limited exceptions pertaining to 
Indian tribal governments and Councils of Government (COGs));

11. Goods or services for personal use;

12. Interest, except interest specifically stated in 2 Code of Federal 
Regulations section  C.F.R. § 200.441 as allowable;

13. Religious use;

14. The acquisition of real property (unless specifically permitted by 
programmatic statute or regulations, which is very rare in federal 
education programs);

15. Construction (unless specifically permitted by programmatic statute or 
regulations, which is very rare in federal education programs); and

16. Tuition charged or fees collected from students applied toward meeting 
matching, cost sharing, or maintenance of effort requirements of a 
program.

E. Program Allowability

1. Any cost paid with federal education funds must be permissible under the 
federal program that would support the cost.
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2. Many federal education programs detail specific required and/or allowable 
uses of funds for that program.  Issues such as eligibility, program 
beneficiaries, caps or restrictions on certain types of program expenses, 
other program expenses, and other program specific requirements must be 
considered when performing the programmatic analysis.

3. The two largest federal K-12 programs, Title I, Part A, and the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), do not contain a use of funds 
section delineating the allowable uses of funds under those programs.  In 
those cases, costs must be consistent with the purposes of the program in 
order to be allowable.

F. Federal Cost Principles

1. The Omni Circular defines the parameters for the permissible uses of 
federal funds.  While many requirements are contained in the Omni 
Circular, it includes five core principles that serve as an important guide 
for effective grant management.  These core principles require all costs to 
be:

a. Necessary for the proper and efficient performance or 
administration of the program.

b. Reasonable.  An outside observer should clearly understand why a 
decision to spend money on a specific cost made sense in light of 
the cost, needs, and requirements of the program.

c. Allocable to the federal program that paid for the cost.  A program 
must benefit in proportion to the amount charged to the federal 
program – for example, if a teacher is paid 50% with Title I funds, 
the teacher must work with the Title I program/students at least 
50% of the time.  Recipients also need to be able to track items or 
services purchased with federal funds so they can prove they were 
used for federal program purposes.

d. Authorized under state and local rules.  All actions carried out with 
federal funds must be authorized and not prohibited by state and 
local laws and policies.

e. Adequately documented.  A recipient must maintain proper 
documentation so as to provide evidence to monitors, auditors, or 
other oversight entities of how the funds were spent over the 
lifecycle of the grant.

G. Program Specific Fiscal Rules.  The Omni Circular also contains specific rules on 
selected items of costs.  Costs must comply with these rules in order to be paid 
with federal funds.
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1. All federal education programs have certain program specific fiscal rules 
that apply.  Determining which rules apply depends on the program; 
however, rules such as supplement, not supplant, maintenance of effort, 
comparability, caps on certain uses of funds, etc., have an important 
impact when analyzing whether a particular cost is permissible.

2. Many state-administered programs require local education agencies 
(LEAs) to use federal program funds to supplement the amount of state, 
local, and, in some cases, other federal funds they spend on education 
costs and not to supplant (or replace) those funds.  Generally, the 
“supplement, not supplant” provision means that federal funds must be 
used to supplement the level of funds from non-federal sources by 
providing additional services, staff, programs, or materials.  In other 
words, federal funds normally cannot be used to pay for things that would 
otherwise be paid for with state or local funds (and, in some cases, with 
other federal funds).

3. Auditors generally presume supplanting has occurred in three situations:

a. School district uses federal funds to provide services that the school 
district is required to make available under other federal, state, or 
local laws.

b. School district uses federal funds to provide services that the school 
district provided with state or local funds in the prior year.

c. School district uses Title I, Part A, or Migrant Education Program 
funds to provide the same services to Title I or Migrant students 
that the school district provides with state or local funds to 
nonparticipating students.

4. These presumptions apply differently in different federal programs and 
also in schoolwide program schools.  Staff should be familiar with the 
supplement not supplant provisions applicable to their program.

H. Approved Plans, Budgets, and Special Conditions

1. As required by the Omni Circular, all costs must be consistent with 
approved program plans and budgets.

2. Costs must also be consistent with all terms and conditions of federal 
awards, including any special conditions imposed on the school district’s 
grants.

I. Training

1. The school district will provide training on the allowable use of federal 
funds to all staff involved in federal programs.
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2. The school district will promote coordination between all staff involved in 
federal programs through activities, such as routine staff meetings and 
training sessions.

J. Employee Sanctions.  Any school district employee who violates this policy will 
be subject to discipline, as appropriate, up to and including the termination of 
employment.

VIII. COMPENSATION – PERSONAL SERVICES EXPENSES AND REPORTING

A. Compensation – Personal Services

Costs of compensation are allowable to the extent that they satisfy the specific 
requirements of the Uniform Grant Guidance and that the total compensation for 
individual employees:

1. Is reasonable for the services rendered and conforms to the established 
written policy of the school district consistently applied to both federal 
and non-federal activities; and

2. Follows an appointment made in accordance with a school district’s 
written policies and meets the requirements of federal statute, where 
applicable.

Unless an arrangement is specifically authorized by a federal awarding agency, a 
school district must follow its written non-federal, entitywide policies and 
practices concerning the permissible extent of professional services that can be 
provided outside the school district for non-organizational compensation.

B. Compensation – Fringe Benefits

1. During leave.

The costs of fringe benefits in the form of regular compensation paid to 
employees during periods of authorized absences from the job, such as for 
annual leave, family-related leave, sick leave, holidays, court leave, 
military leave, administrative leave, and other similar benefits, are 
allowable if all of the following criteria are met:

a. They are provided under established written leave policies;

b. The costs are equitably allocated to all related activities, including 
federal awards; and

c. The accounting basis (cash or accrual) selected for costing each 
type of leave is consistently followed by the school district.
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2. The costs of fringe benefits in the form of employer contributions or 
expenses for social security; employee life, health, unemployment, and 
worker’s compensation insurance (except as indicated in 2 Code of 
Federal Regulations section  C.F.R. § 200.447(d)); pension plan costs; and 
other similar benefits are allowable, provided such benefits are granted 
under established written policies.  Such benefits must be allocated to 
federal awards and all other activities in a manner consistent with the 
pattern of benefits attributable to the individuals or group(s) of employees 
whose salaries and wages are chargeable to such federal awards and other 
activities and charged as direct or indirect costs in accordance with the 
school district’s accounting practices.

3. Actual claims paid to or on behalf of employees or former employees for 
workers’ compensation, unemployment compensation, severance pay, and 
similar employee benefits (e.g., post-retirement health benefits) are 
allowable in the year of payment provided that the school district follows a 
consistent costing policy.

4. Pension plan costs may be computed using a pay-as-you-go method or an 
acceptable actuarial cost method in accordance with the written policies of 
the school district.

5. Post-retirement costs may be computed using a pay-as-you-go method or 
an acceptable actuarial cost method in accordance with established written 
policies of the school district.

6. Costs of severance pay are allowable only to the extent that, in each case, 
severance pay is required by law; employer-employee agreement; 
established policy that constitutes, in effect, an implied agreement on the 
school district’s part; or circumstances of the particular employment.

C. Insurance and Indemnification.  Types and extent and cost of coverage are in 
accordance with the school district’s policy and sound business practice.

D. Recruiting Costs.  Short-term, travel visa costs (as opposed to longer-term, 
immigration visas) may be directly charged to a federal award, so long as they 
are:

1. Critical and necessary for the conduct of the project;

2. Allowable under the cost principles set forth in the Uniform Grant 
Guidance;

3. Consistent with the school district’s cost accounting practices and school 
district policy; and

4. Meeting the definition of “direct cost” in the applicable cost principles of 
the Uniform Grant Guidance.
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E. Relocation Costs of Employees.  Relocation costs are allowable, subject to the 
limitations described below, provided that reimbursement to the employee is in 
accordance with the school district’s reimbursement policy.

F. Travel Costs.  Travel costs may be charged on an actual cost basis, on a per diem 
or mileage basis in lieu of actual costs incurred, or on a combination of the two, 
provided the method used is applied to an entire trip and not to selected days of 
the trip, and results in charges consistent with those normally allowed in like 
circumstances in the school district’s non-federally funded activities and in 
accordance with the school district’s reimbursement policies.

Costs incurred by employees and officers for travel, including costs of lodging, 
other subsistence, and incidental expenses, must be considered reasonable and 
otherwise allowable only to the extent such costs do not exceed charges normally 
allowed by the school district in its regular operations according to the school 
district’s written reimbursement and/or travel policies.

In addition, when costs are charged directly to the federal award, documentation 
must justify the following:

1. Participation of the individual is necessary to the federal award; and

2. The costs are reasonable and consistent with the school district’s 
established travel policy.

Temporary dependent care costs above and beyond regular dependent care that 
directly results from travel to conferences is allowable provided the costs are:

1. A direct result of the individual’s travel for the federal award;

2. Consistent with the school district’s documented travel policy for all 
school district travel; and

3. Only temporary during the travel period.

[Note: Noncompliance. If a school district fails to comply with federal statutes, 
regulations, or the terms and conditions of a federal award, the DOE or MDE may 
impose additional conditions, as described in 2 Code of Federal Regulations section  
C.F.R. § 200.207 (Specific Conditions).  If the DOE or MDE determines that 
noncompliance cannot be remedied by imposing additional conditions, the DOE or 
MDE may take one or more of the following actions, as appropriate under the 
circumstances: 1) Temporarily withhold cash payments pending correction of the 
deficiency by the school district or more severe enforcement action by the DOE or 
MDE; 2) Disallow (that is, deny both use of funds and any applicable matching credit 
for) all or part of the cost of the activity or action not in compliance; 3) Wholly or 
partly suspend or terminate the federal award; 4) Initiate suspension or debarment 
proceedings as authorized under 2 Code of Federal Regulations C.F.R. Part 180 and 
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DOE regulations (or, in the case of MDE, recommend such a proceeding be initiated 
by the DOE); 5) Withhold further federal awards for the project or program; and/or 6) 
Take other remedies that may be legally available.]

Legal References: 2 C.F.R. § 200.12 (Definitions; Capital Assets)
2 C.F.R. § 200.112 (Conflict of Interest)
2 C.F.R. § 200.113 (Mandatory Disclosures)
2 C.F.R. § 200.205(d) (Federal Awarding Agency Review of Risk Posed 
by Applicants)
2 C.F.R. § 200.2142 (Suspension and Debarment)
2 C.F.R. § 200.300(b) (Statutory and National Policy Requirements)
2 C.F.R. § 200.302 (Financial Management)
2 C.F.R. § 200.303 (Internal Controls)
2 C.F.R. § 200.305(b)(1) (Federal Payment)
2 C.F.R. § 200.310 (Insurance Coverage)
2 C.F.R. § 200.311 (Federally-Owned and Exempt Real Property)
2 C.F.R. § 200.313(d) (Equipment)
2 C.F.R. § 200.314 (Supplies) 
2 C.F.R. § 200.315 (Intangible Property)
2 C.F.R. § 200.318 (General Procurement Standards)
2 C.F.R. § 200.319(c) (Competition)
2 C.F.R. § 200.320 (Methods of Procurement to be Followed)
2 C.F.R. § 200.321 (Contracting with Small and Minority Businesses, 
Women’s Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Area Firms)
2 C.F.R. § 200.328 (Financial Reporting Monitoring and Reporting 

Program Performance)
2 C.F.R. § 200.3398 (Remedies for Noncompliance)
2 C.F.R. § 200.403(c) (Factors Affecting Allowability of Costs)
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806 CRISIS MANAGEMENT POLICY

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Crisis Management Policy is to act as a guide for school district 
administration, school employees, students, school board members, and community 
members to address a wide range of potential crisis situations in the school district. The 
step-by-step procedures suggested by this Policy will provide guidance to each school 
building in drafting crisis management plans to coordinate protective actions prior to, 
during, and after any type of emergency or potential crisis situation. 

The school district will, to the extent possible, engage in ongoing emergency planning 
within the school district and with emergency responders and other relevant community 
organizations. The school district will ensure that relevant emergency responders in the 
community have access to their building-specific crisis management plans and will provide 
training to school district staff to enable them to act appropriately in the event of a crisis.

II. GENERAL INFORMATION

A. The Policy and Plans

The school district’s Crisis Management Policy has been created in consultation 
with local community response agencies and other appropriate individuals and 
groups that would likely be involved in the event of a school emergency. It is 
designed so that each building administrator has tailored building-specific crisis 
management plan to meet that building’s specific situation and needs.
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The school district’s administration and/or the administration of each building shall 
maintain tailored building-specific crisis management plans. The building-specific 
crisis management plans will include general crisis procedures and crisis-specific 
procedures. Such crisis management plans shall be presented to the school board 
yearly. This Policy and the plans will be maintained and updated on an annual basis.

B. Elements of the District Crisis Management Policy

1. General Crisis Procedures. The Crisis Management Policy includes general 
crisis procedures for securing buildings, classroom evacuation, building 
evacuation, campus evacuation, and sheltering. The Policy designates the 
individual(s) who will determine when these actions will be taken. These 
district-wide procedures may be modified by building administrators when 
creating their building-specific crisis management plans. A communication 
system will be in place to enable the designated individual to be contacted 
at all times in the event of a potential crisis, setting forth the method to 
contact the designated individual, the provision of at least two designees 
when the contact person is unavailable, and the method to convey contact 
information to the appropriate staff persons. The alternative designees may 
include members of the emergency first responder response team. A 
secondary method of communication should be included in the plan for use 
when the primary method of communication is inoperable. Each building in 
the school district will have access to a copy of the Comprehensive School 
Safety Guide (2011 Edition) to assist in the development of building-
specific crisis management plans.

All general crisis procedures will address specific procedures for the safe 
evacuation of children and employees with special needs such as physical, 
sensory, motor, developmental, and mental health challenges.

a. Lock-Down Procedures. Lock-down procedures will be used in 
situations where harm may result to persons inside the school 
building, such as a shooting, hostage incident, intruder, trespass, 
disturbance, or when determined to be necessary by the building 
administrator or his or her designee. The building administrator or 
designee will announce the lock-down over the public address 
system or other designated system. Code words will not be used. 
Provisions for emergency evacuation will be maintained even in
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the event of a lock-down. Each building administrator will submit 
lock-down procedures for their building as part of the building- 
specific crisis management plan.

b. Evacuation Procedures. Evacuations of classrooms and buildings 
shall be implemented at the discretion of the building administrator 
or his or her designee. Each building’s crisis management plan will 
include procedures for transporting students and staff a safe distance 
from harm to a designated safe area until released by the building 
administrator or designee. Safe areas may change based upon the 
specific emergency situation. The evacuation procedures should 
include specific procedures for children with special needs, 
including children with limited mobility (wheelchairs, braces, 
crutches, etc.), visual impairments, hearing impairments, and other 
sensory, developmental, or mental health needs. The evacuation 
procedures should also address transporting necessary medications 
for students that take medications during the school day.

c. Sheltering Procedures. Sheltering provides refuge for students, staff, 
and visitors within the school building during an emergency. 
Shelters are safe areas that maximize the safety of inhabitants. Safe 
areas may change based upon the specific emergency. The building 
administrator or his or her designee will announce the need for 
sheltering over the public address system or other designated 
system. Each building administrator will submit sheltering 
procedures for his or her building as part of the building- specific 
crisis management plan.

2. Crisis-Specific Procedures. The Crisis Management Policy includes crisis-
specific procedures for crisis situations that may occur during the school 
day or at school-sponsored events and functions. These district- wide 
procedures are designed to enable building administrators to tailor response 
procedures when creating building-specific crisis management plans.
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3. School Emergency Response Teams

a. Composition. The building administrator in each school building 
will select a school emergency response team that will be trained to 
respond to emergency situations. All school emergency response 
team members will receive on-going training to carry out the 
building’s crisis management plans and will have knowledge of 
procedures, evacuation routes, and safe areas. For purposes of 
student safety and accountability, to the extent possible, school 
emergency response team members will not have direct 
responsibility for the supervision of students. Team members must 
be willing to be actively involved in the resolution of crises and be 
available to assist in any crisis situation as deemed necessary by the 
building administrator. Each building will maintain a current list of 
school emergency response team members which will be updated 
annually. The building administrator, and his or her alternative 
designees, will know the location of that list in the event of a school 
emergency. A copy of the list will be kept on file in the school 
district office. 

b. Leaders. The building administrator or his or her designee will serve 
as the leader of the school emergency response team and will be the 
primary contact for emergency response officials. In the event the 
primary designee is unavailable, the designee list should include 
more than one alternative designee and may include members of the 
emergency response team. When emergency response officials are 
present, they may elect to take command and control of the crisis. It 
is critical in this situation that school officials assume a resource role 
and be available as necessary to emergency response officials.

III. PREPARATION BEFORE AN EMERGENCY

A. Communication

1. District Employees. Teachers generally have the most direct contact with 
students on a day-to-day basis. As a result, they must be aware of their role 
in responding to crisis situations. This also applies to non-teaching school 
personnel who have direct contact with students. All staff shall be aware of 
the school district’s Crisis Management Policy and their own building’s 
crisis management plan. Each school’s building-specific crisis management 
plan shall include the method and dates of dissemination of the plan to its  
staff.    Employees will receive  a  copy of  the  relevant
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building-specific  crisis  management  plans  and  shall  receive  periodic 
training on plan implementation.

2. Students and Parents. Students and parents shall be made aware of the 
school district’s Crisis Management Policy and relevant tailored crisis 
management plans for each school building. Each school district’s building-
specific crisis management plan shall set forth how students and parents are 
made aware of the district and school-specific plans. Students shall receive 
specific instruction on plan implementation and shall participate in a 
required number of drills and practice sessions throughout the school year.

B. Planning and Preparing for Fire

1. Designate a safe area at least 50 feet away from the building to enable 
students and staff to evacuate. The safe area should not interfere with 
emergency responders or responding vehicles and should not be in an area 
where evacuated persons are exposed to any products of combustion. 
(Depending on the wind direction, where the building on fire is located, the 
direction from which the fire is arriving, and the location of fire equipment, 
the distance may need to be extended.)

2. Each building’s facility diagram and site plan shall be available in 
appropriate areas of the building and shall identify the most direct 
evacuation routes to the designated safe areas both inside and outside of the 
building. The facility diagram and site plan must identify the location of the 
fire alarm control panel, fire alarms, fire extinguishers, hoses, water spigots, 
and utility shut offs.

3. Teachers and staff will receive training on the location of the primary 
emergency evacuation routes and alternate routes from various points in the 
building. During fire drills, students and staff will practice evacuations 
using primary evacuation routes and alternate routes.

4. Certain employees, such as those who work in hazardous areas in the 
building, will receive training on the locations and proper use of fire 
extinguishers and protective clothing and equipment.

5. Fire drills will be conducted periodically without warning at various times 
of the day and under different circumstances, e.g., lunchtime, recess, and 
during assemblies. State law requires a minimum of five fire drills each 
school year, consistent with Minn. Stat. § 299F.30. See Minn. Stat. § 
121A.035.
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6. A record of fire drills conducted at the building will be maintained in the 
building administrator’s office.

7. The school district will have prearranged sites for emergency sheltering and 
transportation as needed.

8. The school district will determine which staff will remain in the building to 
perform essential functions if safe to do so (e.g., switchboard, building 
engineer, etc.). The school district also will designate an administrator or 
his or her designee to meet local fire or law enforcement agents upon their 
arrival.

C. Facility Diagrams and Site Plans

All school buildings will have a facility diagram and site plan that includes the 
location of primary and secondary evacuation routes, exits, designated safe areas 
inside and outside of the building, and the location of fire alarm control panel, fire 
alarms, fire extinguishers, hoses, water spigots, and utility shut offs. All facility 
diagrams and site plans will be updated regularly and whenever a major change is 
made to a building. Facility diagrams and site plans will be maintained by the 
building administrator and will be easily accessible and on file in the school district 
office. Facility diagrams and site plans will be provided to first responders, such as 
fire and law enforcement personnel.
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D. Emergency Telephone Numbers

Each building will maintain a current list of emergency telephone numbers and the 
names and addresses of local, county, and state personnel who may be involved in 
a crisis situation. The list will include telephone numbers for local police, fire, 
ambulance, hospital, the Poison Control Center, county and state emergency 
management agencies, local public works departments, local utility companies, the 
public health nurse, mental health/suicide hotlines, and the county welfare agency. 
A copy of this list will be kept on file in the school district office, or at a secondary 
location for single building school districts, and updated annually.

School district employees will receive training on how to make emergency contacts, 
including 911 calls, when the school district’s main telephone number and location 
is electronically conveyed to emergency personnel instead of the specific building 
in need of emergency services.

School district plans will set forth a process to internally communicate an 
emergency, using telephones in classrooms, intercom systems, or two-way radios, 
as well as the procedure to enable the staff to rapidly convey emergency 
information to a building designee. Each plan will identify a primary and secondary 
method of communication for both internal and secondary use. It is recommended 
that the plan include several methods of communication because computers, 
intercoms, telephones, and cell phones may not be operational or may be dangerous 
to use during an emergency.

E. Warning and Notification Systems

The school district shall maintain a warning system designed to inform students, 
staff, and visitors of a crisis or emergency. This system shall be maintained on a 
regular basis under the maintenance plan for all school buildings. The school 
district should consider an alternate notification system to address the needs of staff 
and students with special needs, such as vision or hearing.

The building administrator shall be responsible for informing students and 
employees of the warning system and the means by which the system is used to 
identify a specific crisis or emergency situation. Each school’s building-specific 
crisis management plan will include the method and frequency of dissemination of 
the warning system information to students and employees.

F. Early School Closure Procedures

The superintendent will make decisions about closing school or buildings as early
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in the day as possible. The early school closure procedures will set forth the criteria 
for early school closure (e.g., weather-related, utility failure, or a crisis situation), 
will specify how closure decisions will be communicated to staff, students, 
families, and the school community (designated broadcast media, local authorities, 
e-mail, or district or school building web sites), and will discuss the factors to be 
considered in closing and reopening a school or building.

Early school closure procedures also will include a reminder to parents and 
guardians to listen to designated local radio and TV stations for school closing 
announcements, where possible.

G. Media Procedures

The superintendent has the authority and discretion to notify parents or guardians 
and the school community in the event of a crisis or early school closure. The 
superintendent will designate a spokesperson who will notify the media in the event 
of a crisis or early school closure. The spokesperson shall receive training to ensure 
that the district is in strict compliance with federal and state law relative to the 
release of private data when conveying information to the media.

H. Behavioral Health Crisis Intervention Procedures

Short-term behavioral health crisis intervention procedures will set forth the 
procedure for initiating behavioral health crisis intervention plans. The procedures 
will utilize available resources including the school psychologist, counselor, 
community behavioral health crisis intervention, or others in the community. 
Counseling procedures will be used whenever the superintendent or the building 
administrator determines it to be necessary, such as after an assault, a hostage 
situation, shooting, or suicide. The behavioral health crisis intervention procedures 
shall include the following steps:

1. Administrator will meet with relevant persons, including school 
psychologists and counselors, to determine the level of intervention needed 
for students and staff.

2. Designate specific rooms as private counseling areas.

3. Escort siblings and close friends of any victims as well as others in need of 
emotional support to the counseling areas.

4. Prohibit media from interviewing or questioning students or staff.
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5. Provide follow-up services to students and staff who receive counseling.

6. Resume normal school routines as soon as possible.

I. Long-Term Recovery Intervention Procedures

Long-term recovery intervention procedures may involve both short-term and 
long-term recovery planning:

Recovery Team 

Recovery is an important part of a district emergency plan. Core team members are 
key administrators, and, depending on the incident, may include all or some of the 
following: superintendent; communications; human resources; business and finance; 
buildings and grounds; teaching and learning; student support services. 

1. Physical/structural recovery

Ensuring the safety and usability of a building is the primary goal of physical 
and structural recovery. Physical damages must be assessed to determine the 
cost and feasibility of repairing or replacing structures or contents. Building 
and grounds personnel working with the district business/risk manager and 
insurance carrier will help to lead this function. 

2. Fiscal recovery

Following a disaster, critical business functions of a school must be 
restored as soon as possible. Payroll systems, accounting and access to 
personnel and student data need to be available and operational. 
Fiscal/business recovery also involves planning for lines of succession 
for key administrators. Schools must have “continuity of operations plans” 
to ensure a smooth transition of authority and responsibility 
should top leadership be unable to function in their role due to a disaster or 
traumatic incident. 

Fiscal and business recovery planning considerations: 
• Assign responsibilities and determine who is in charge of fiscal services 
restoration 
• Develop continuity of operations or succession plans 
• Track expenditures and payments for the incident. Track overtime hours, 

rentals, supplies and equipment. 
• Expedite contracting services needed immediately (clean up, debris 
removal, utility restoration) 
• Apply for and administer recovery grant programs 
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• Back up electronic data files. Determine who is responsible, where the 
files will be stored and how the school’s technological functions will be 
restored 

 3. Academic recovery

Restoring the structure and routine of learning is the goal of academic 
recovery. Returning to the normal school day enhances the healing 
process. While changes in routine may occur due to the disaster or 
emergency, staff, students, and families working through the event will 
create a “new normal.” 

4. Social/emotional recovery

Planning for social/emotional recovery is the responsibility of student 
support staff (nurses, school social workers, counselors, school 
psychologists) working with teachers, school administrators, and key 
community mental health agencies. This planning involves establishing 
partnerships and developing agreements between the school and 
community agencies, providing training for staff and recommending 
policies for school board consideration. Community-based resources need 
to be identified before an emergency or disaster so they are available for 
families needing assistance. 

5. Recovery communications

There are many school stakeholders -- school board, staff, parents, 
students, and vendors -- that need information after an emergency 
response is over. Communication is key to getting timely, accurate 
information to a wide variety of audiences. 

When the school is actively responding to an emergency, the district’s 
public information officer (PIO) works closely with the community’s PIO 
to coordinate statements and press releases with emergency responders. 

During recovery, the district PIO works with school administrators and 
recovery team members to plan for the school’s continuing 
communication with internal and external audiences. Timeliness and 
accuracy are critical in disseminating recovery messages and controlling 
rumors. 

The district may also designate a phone number for all 
“recovery” calls and/or provide an email contact on the web site for 
recovery inquiries. Communications staff monitors trends 
coming from these inquiries to help identify rumors and possible 
misinformation so corrective messages can be sent out immediately. 
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Recovery communication considerations: 
• Identify and prioritize stakeholders and their need for information from 
the district 
• Consider internal and external audiences, the kind of 
information each will need and the form and method of delivery used. 
• Coordinate news briefings and parent meetings when necessary 
• Determine authorship of communications from school administrators or 
subject matter experts 
• Send frequent updates to key audiences in a timely manner 
• Provide resources 
• Communications staff controls rumors to the best of their ability by   
tracking down rumors and misinformation and respond with corrections 
• Convey messages of resilience and a return to normalcy 
• Keep school board members informed throughout and post 

incident

IV. ACTIVE SHOOTER DRILL

A. Definitions

1. “Active shooter drill” means an emergency preparedness drill designed to 
teach students, teachers, school personnel, and staff how to respond in the 
event of an armed intruder on campus or an armed assailant in the immediate 
vicinity of the school. An active shooter drill is not an active shooter 
simulation, nor may an active shooter drill include any sensorial 
components, activities, or elements which mimic a real life shooting.

2. “Active shooter simulation” means an emergency exercise including full-
scale or functional exercises, designed to teach adult school personnel and 
staff how to respond in the event of an armed intruder on campus or an 
armed assailant in the immediate vicinity of the school which also 
incorporates sensorial components, activities, or elements mimicking a real 
life shooting. Activities or elements mimicking a real life shooting include, 
but are not limited to, simulation of tactical response by law enforcement. 
An active shooter simulation is not an active shooter drill.

3. “Evidence-based” means a program or practice that demonstrates any of the 
following:

a. strong evidence from one or more well designed and well 
implemented quasi-experimental studies; or

i. strong evidence from one or more well designed and well 
implemented experimental studies; 

ii. moderate evidence from one or more well designed and well 
implemented quasi-experimental studies; or
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iii. promising evidence from one or more well designed and well 
implemented correlational studies with statistical controls for 
selection bias; or

b. a rationale based on high-quality research findings or positive 
evaluations that the program or practice is likely to improve relevant 
outcomes, including the ongoing efforts to examine the efforts of the 
program or practice.

4. “Full-scale exercise” means an operations-based exercise that is typically the 
most complex and resource-intensive of the exercise types and often 
involves multiple agencies, jurisdictions, organizations, and real-time 
movement of resources.

5. “Functional exercises” means an operations-based exercise designed to 
assess and evaluate capabilities and functions while in a realistic, real-time 
environment, however, movement of resources is usually simulated.

B. Criteria

An active shooter drill conducted according to Minnesota Statutes, section 
121A.037 with students in early childhood through grade 12 must be:

1. accessible;

2. developmentally appropriate and age appropriate, including using 
appropriate safety language and vocabulary;

3. culturally aware;

4. trauma-informed; and

5. inclusive of accommodations for students with mobility restrictions, sensory 
needs, developmental or physical disabilities, mental health needs, and 
auditory or visual limitations.

C. Student Mental Health and Wellness

Active shooter drill protocols must include a reasonable amount of time 
immediately following the drill for teachers to debrief with their students.  The 
opportunity to debrief must be provided to students before regular classroom 

activity may resume. During the debrief period, students must be allowed to access any 
mental health services available on campus, including counselors, school psychologists, 
social workers, or cultural liaisons. An active shooter drill must not be combined or 
conducted consecutively with any other type of emergency preparedness drill. An active 
shooter drill must be accompanied by an announcement prior to commencing. The 
announcement must use concise and age- appropriate language and, at a minimum, 
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inform students there is no immediate danger to life and safety.

D. Notice
1. The school district must provide notice of a pending active shooter drill to 

every student’s parent or legal guardian before an active shooter drill is 
conducted.  Whenever practicable, notice must be provided at least 24 hours 
in advance of a pending active shooter drill and inform the parent or legal 
guardian of the right to opt their student out of participating.

2. If a student is opted out of participating in an active shooter drill, no negative 
consequence must impact the student’s general school attendance record nor 
may nonparticipation alone make a student ineligible to participate in or 
attend school activities.

3. The Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education must ensure 
the availability of alternative safety education for students who are opted out 
of participating or otherwise exempted from an active shooter drill. 
Alternative safety education must provide essential safety instruction 
through less sensorial safety training methods and must be appropriate for 
students with mobility restrictions, sensory needs, developmental or physical 
disabilities, mental health needs, and auditory or visual limitations.

E. Participation in Active Shooter Drills

Any student in early childhood through grade 12 must not be required to participate 
in an active shooter drill that does not meet the Criteria set forth above.

F. Active Shooter Simulations

A student must not be required to participate in an active shooter simulation. An 
active shooter simulation must not take place during regular school hours if a 

majority of students are present, or expected to be present, at the school. A parent or 
legal guardian of a student tin grades 9 through 12 must have the opportunity to opt 

their student into participating in an active shooter simulation.

G. Violence Prevention

1. A school district or charter school conducting an active shooter drill must 
provide students in the middle school and high school at least one hour, or 
one standard class period, of violence prevention training annually.

2. The violence prevention training must be evidence-based and may be 
delivered in-person, virtually, or digitally. Training must, at a minimum, 
teach students the following:

a. how to identify observable warning signs and signals of an individual 
who may be at risk of harming oneself or others;
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b. the importance of taking threats seriously and seeking help; and

c. the steps to report dangerous, violent, threatening, harmful, or 
potentially harmful activity.

3. A school district or charter school must ensure that students have the 
opportunity to contribute to their school’s safety and violence prevention 
planning, aligned with the recommendations for multihazard planning for 
schools, including but not limited to: 

a. student opportunities for leadership related to prevention and safety;

b. encouragement and support to students in establishing clubs and 
programs focused on safety; and 

c. providing students with the opportunity to seek help from adults and 
to learn about prevention connected to topics including bullying, 
sexual harassment, sexual assault, and suicide. 

 H. Board Meeting

At a regularly scheduled school board meeting, a school board of a district that has 
conducted an active shooter drill must consider the following:

1. the effect of active shooter drills on the safety of students and staff; and

2. the effect of active shooter drills on the mental health and wellness of 
students and staff.

    V.      SAMPLE PROCEDURES INCLUDED IN THIS POLICY

Sample procedures for the various hazards/emergencies listed below are attached to this 
Policy for use when articulating specific crisis management plans. 

A. Fire and hazardous materials, including biological and chemical threats

B. Natural disasters, including severe weather, shelter in place procedures

C. Bomb threats

D. Utility emergencies

E. Disturbances and medical emergencies

F. Intruders and lock-down procedures
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VI. MISCELLANEOUS PROCEDURES

   A.  Chemical Accidents

Procedures for reporting chemical accidents shall be posted at key locations such 
as chemistry labs, art rooms, swimming pool areas, and janitorial closets.

    B.  Visitors

The school district shall implement procedures mandating visitor sign in and 
visitors in school buildings. See MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors to 
School District Buildings and Sites).

The school district shall implement procedures to minimize outside entry into 
school buildings except at designated check-in points and assure that all doors are 
locked prior to and after regular building hours.

C. Student Victims of Criminal Offenses at or on School Property

The school district shall establish procedures allowing student victims of criminal 
offenses on school property the opportunity to transfer to another school within the 
school district.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 12 (Emergency Management)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 12A (Natural Disaster; State Assistance) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.035 (Crisis Management Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.038 (Students Safe at School)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.06 (Reports of Dangerous Weapon Incidents in School 
Zones)
Minn. Stat. § 299F.30 (Fire Drill in School) 
Minn. Stat. § 326B.02, Subd. 6 (Powers)
Minn. Stat. § 326B.106 (General Powers of Commissioner of Labor and 
Industry)
Minn. Stat. § 609.605, Subd. 4 (Trespasses on School Property) 
Minn. Rules Ch. 7511 (Fire Safety)
20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq. (Title IX)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)
20 U.S.C. § 7912 (Unsafe School Choice Option)
42 U.S.C. § 5121 et seq. (Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 407 (Employee Right to Know – Exposure 
to Hazardous Substances)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons Policy) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 532 (Use of Peace Officers and Crisis Teams 
to Remove Students with IEPs from School Grounds)
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors to School District Buildings 
and Sites) 
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/documents/2011comprehensiveschool 
safetyguide.pdf
Minnesota School Safety Center – Resources (mn.gov)
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