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1. 434 Teacher Evaluation 
• New proposed revisions



434 TEACHER PROFESSIONAL GROWTH, REFLECTION AND EVALUATION PLAN    

 
Our school district is committed to developing the highest quality, most engaging, and professional 

educators.  Education professionals will possess the skills necessary to enhance the 21st century 
learning our students will need to be successful, as well as maximize both academic achievement and 

educational opportunities. 

The purposes of our district’s teacher evaluation plan are:  (1) measure the performance and growth 
of individual teachers; (2) guide teachers as they reflect upon their effectiveness; (3) serve as the 

basis for instructional support and improvement; and (4) guide school and district professional 
development programs. 

The school district’s Teacher Professional Growth, Reflection and Evaluation plan has the following 
components: 

1. Marzano Focused Teacher Evaluation Model McRel Teacher Evaluation System Utilizing the 

Five Professional Teaching Standards including elements of student engagement; 
2. Professional Growth Plan; 

3. Student Learning Goal(s);  
4. Individual Teacher Portfolios/E-folios (optional); and 

5. Student Learning Goal(s); and 

5. Teacher Improvement Process for Continuing Contract Teachers. 

ADMINISTRATIVE EVALUATION OF CONTINUING CONTRACT TEACHERS 

 
Continuing contract teachers will be evaluated annually within a three-year professional review cycle 

including one summative evaluation to be completed by an evaluator and two evaluations to be 
completed in collaboration with an instructional coach or evaluator.  During the year in which a 

continuing contract teacher participates in a summative evaluation, the evaluator should conduct at 

least three points of contact, including at least one observation in the teacher’s instructional setting. 

ADMINISTRATIVE EVALUATION OF PROBATIONARY TEACHERS 

 
Probationary teachers will be administratively observed and evaluated in various teaching settings a 

minimum of three times per school year. Observation and evaluation will occur once before each of 

the following dates: November 15; February 1; and April 15. The evaluations will be shared with the 
teacher in a conference setting.    

Probationary teachers will achieve continuing contract rights pursuant to Minnesota law. Probationary 
teachers being recommended for contract renewal will receive such notice from their administrator 

approximately sixty (60) days from the end of the fiscal year.  The school board will act to terminate 
the individual teaching contracts of probationary teachers not receiving a renewal of their employment 

with the school district prior to the July 1 deadline.  

 
 

Policy Adopted: August 10, 1970 / Amended: February 9, 1987 /July 11, 1994 / January 4, 1999 / 
May 11, 2009 / November 10, 2014 / January 2016 / ____________ 

Independent School District No. 110 

Waconia, Minnesota 
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802 DISPOSITION OF OBSOLETE EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL 
 

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.] 
 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the superintendent to assist in 

timely disposition of obsolete equipment and material. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

Effective use of school building space, and consideration for safety of personnel, will at 

times require disposal of obsolete equipment and material. 

 

III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Contract” means an agreement entered into by the school district for the sale of 

supplies, materials, or equipment. 

 

B. “Official newspaper” is a regular issue of a qualified legal newspaper. 

 

IV. MANNER OF DISPOSITION 
 

A. Authorization 

 

The superintendent shall be authorized to dispose of obsolete equipment and 

materials by selling it at a fair price consistent with the procedures outlined in this 

policy.  Any sale exceeding the minimum amount for which bids are required 

must first be specifically authorized by the school board.  The superintendent 

shall be authorized to properly dispose of used books, materials, and equipment 

deemed to have little or no value. 

 

B. Contracts Over $175,000 

 

1. If the value of the equipment or materials is estimated to exceed $175,000, 

sealed bids shall be solicited by two weeks’ published notice in the official 

newspaper.  This notice shall state the time and place of receiving bids and 

contain a brief description of the subject matter.  Additional publication in 

the official newspaper or elsewhere may be made as the school board shall 

deem necessary. 

 

2. The sale shall be awarded to the highest responsible bidder, be duly 

executed in writing, and be otherwise conditioned as required by law. 

 

3. A record shall be kept of all bids, with names of bidders and amounts of 

bids, and an indication of the successful bid.  A bid containing an 

alteration or erasure of any price contained in the bid which is used in 
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determining the highest responsible bid shall be rejected unless the 

alteration or erasure is corrected by being crossed out and the correction 

printed in ink or typewritten adjacent thereto and initialed in ink by the 

person signing the bid. 

 

4. In the case of identical high bids from two or more bidders, the school 

board may, at its discretion, utilize negotiated procurement methods with 

the tied high bidders so long as the price paid does not go below the high 

tied bid price.  In the case where only a single bid is received, the school 

board may, at its discretion, negotiate a mutually agreeable contract with 

the bidder so long as the price paid does not fall below the original bid.  If 

no satisfactory bid is received, the board may readvertise. 

 

5. All bids obtained shall be kept on file for a period of at least one year after 

their receipt.  Every contract made without compliance with the foregoing 

provisions shall be void. 

 

6. Data submitted by a business to a school in response to a request for bids 

are private until opened.  Once opened, the name of the bidder and the 

dollar amount specified become public; all other data are private until 

completion of the selection process, meaning the school has completed its 

evaluation and ranked the responses.  After completion of the selection 

process, all data submitted by all bidders are public except trade secret 

data.  If all responses are rejected prior to completion of the selection 

process, all data remain private, except the name of the bidder and the 

dollar amount specified which were made public at the bid opening for 

one year from the proposed opening date or until resolicitation results in 

completion of the selection process or until a determination is made to 

abandon the purchase, whichever occurs sooner, at which point the 

remaining data becomes public.  Data created or maintained by the school 

district as part of the selection or evaluation process are protected as 

nonpublic data until completion of the selection or evaluation process.  At 

that time, the data are public with the exception of trade secret data. 

 

C. Contracts From $25,000 to $175,000 

 

If the amount of the sale is estimated to exceed $25,000 but not to exceed 

$175,000, the contract may be made either upon sealed bids in the manner 

directed above or by direct negotiation, by obtaining two or more quotations for 

the purchase or sale when possible, and without advertising for bids or otherwise 

complying with the requirements of competitive bidding notice.  All quotations 

obtained shall be kept on file for a period of at least one year after receipt. 

 

D. Contracts $25,000 or Less 

 

If the amount of the sale is estimated to be $25,000 or less, the contract may be 

made either upon quotation or in the open market, in the discretion of the school 

board.  The sale in the open market may be by auction.  If the contract is made on 
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quotation, it shall be based, so far as practicable, on at least two quotations which 

shall be kept on file for a period of at least one year after receipt. 

 

E. Electronic Sale of Surplus Supplies, Materials, and Equipment 

 

Notwithstanding the other procedural requirements of this policy, the school 

district may contract to sell supplies, materials, and equipment which is surplus, 

obsolete, or unused through an electronic selling process in which purchasers 

compete to purchase the supplies, materials, or equipment at the highest purchase 

price in an open and interactive environment. 

 

F. Notice of Quotation 

 

Notice of procedures to receive quotations shall be given by publication or other 

means as appropriate to provide reasonable notice to the public. 

 

G. Sales to Employees 

 

No officer or employee of the school district shall sell or procure for sale or 

possess or control for sale to any other officer or employee of the school district 

any property or materials owned by the school district unless the property and 

materials are not needed for public purposes and are sold to a school district 

employee after reasonable public notice, at a public auction or by sealed response, 

if the employee is not directly involved in the auction or sale process.  Reasonable 

notice shall include at least one week’s published or posted notice.  A school 

district employee may purchase no more than one motor vehicle from the school 

district at any one auction.  This section shall not apply to the sale of property or 

materials acquired or produced by the school district for sale to the general public 

in the ordinary course of business.  Nothing in this section shall prohibit an 

employee of the school district from selling or possessing for sale public property 

if the sale or possession for sale is in the ordinary course of business or the normal 

course of the employee’s duties. 

 

H. Donation of Surplus Property 

1) The School Board may authorize by adoption of a resolution, the donation 

of the surplus property regardless of its value. 

a. Donations of Surplus Property must satisfy a “public purpose”. 

“Public purpose” generally means that the donation will benefit the 

community and is related to the functions of government. 

b. Surplus Property will satisfy the “public purpose doctrine” and 

may be donated to the following entities 

i. Other Public School Districts 

ii. Other Governmental Entities; and 

iii. Non-Profit entities whose mission or purpose is to work 

with youth (Ages 4-21) in the Waconia Public Schools 

community in one or more of the following areas: developing 

character, strong relationships, determination, work ethic, 

physical/mental strength and/or self confidence. 
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2) Costs associated with Donation of Surplus Property 

a. The Donee shall pay all of the costs associated with the School District’s 

donation of the Surplus Property. These costs will include, but not be 

limited to, transportation and shipping costs, including loading and 

unloading, other taxes and fees, and all labor costs associated with the 

transportation and storage of the surplus property. 

3) Time Limitations for donation of surplus property.  

a. Donee’s failure to timely claim donated Surplus Property will result in 

forfeiture of Donee’s rights and the School District may dispose of the 

Surplus Property by other means. 

4) Notice of Donations of Surplus Property 

a. A written disclaimer as to warranties will provide notice to donees that the 

Surplus Property is being donated in an “as is” condition. 

b. The written notice should provide the following disclaimer: “The 

(_____________equipment, goods, vehicles, etc.) are being provided to 

_______________ (Donee) “as is” without any warranties, express, 

implied or oral, including, but not limited to, warranties of 

merchantability or fitness for a pupose or use.” 

 

 

 

H. Exceptions for Surplus School Computers 

 

1. A school district may bypass the requirements for competitive bidding and 

is not subject to any other laws relating to school district contracts if it is 

disposing of surplus school computer and related equipment, including a 

tablet device, by conveying the property and title to: 

 

 a. another school district; 

 

 b. the state department of corrections; 

 

 c. the board of trustees of Minnesota State Colleges and Universities; 

 

 d. the family of a student residing in the district whose total family 

income meets the federal definition of poverty; or 

 

 e. a charitable organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code that is registered with the attorney general’s office 

for educational use. 

 

2. If surplus school computers are not disposed of as described in Paragraph 

1., upon adoption of a written resolution of the school board, when 

updating or replacing school computers, including tablet devices, used 

primarily by students, the school district may sell or give used computers 

or tablets to qualifying students at the price specified in the written 

resolution.  A student is eligible to apply to the school board for a 

computer or tablet under this subdivision if the student is currently 
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enrolled in the school and intends to enroll in the school in the year 

following the receipt of the computer or tablet.  If more students apply for 

computers or tablets than are available, the school must first qualify 

students whose families are eligible for free or reduced-price meals and 

then dispose of the remaining computers or tablets by lottery. 

 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13.591 (Business Data) 

Minn. Stat. § 15.054 (Public Employees Not to Purchase Merchandise 

from Governmental Agencies; Exceptions; Penalty) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.29 (Sale of School Building at Auction) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.52 (Contracts) 

Minn. Stat. § 471.345 (Uniform Municipal Contracting Law) 

Minn. Stat. § 645.11 (Published Notice) 

 

Cross References: MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 13, School Law Bulletin “F” (School 

District Contract and Bidding Procedures) 

 

Policy Adopted: September 2004, April 2007, May 2010, June 2018 

Revised: August 2020  

Independent School District #110  

Waconia, MN 



471.3459 DONATION OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT.​

Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the meanings​
given them.​

(b) "Local government" means a county, home rule or statutory city, town, or joint powers entity formed​
by any of these local governmental units.​

(c) "Nonprofit organization" means an organization formed under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal​
Revenue Code.​

(d) "Surplus equipment" means equipment used by a local government public works department, and​
cellular phones and emergency medical and firefighting equipment that is no longer needed by the local​
government because it does not meet industry standards for emergency medical services, police, or fire​
departments or has minimal or no resale value.​

Subd. 2. Donation. A local government may donate surplus equipment to one or more nonprofit​
organizations. Before the local government makes any donations, it must adopt a policy on how it will​
determine what equipment is surplus eligible for donation and how it will determine which nonprofit​
organizations may receive donations. The policy must address the obligations of the local government to​
disclose to the nonprofit that the surplus equipment may be defective and cannot be relied upon for safety​
purposes.​

History: 2016 c 87 s 2​

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota​
Revisor of Statutes​

471.3459​MINNESOTA STATUTES 2020​1​
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CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS  
  

SURPLUS PROPERTY DISPOSAL PROCEDURES 
(Link to  Policy) 

 
Governing Policy: All City Staff that are responsible for the disposition of Surplus 
Property. 
 
Applies to:  All dispositions of Surplus Property by sale or donation (Surplus Property 
with a value of $500) 
 
Synopsis: Replaces the current Procedure for Disposal of Surplus Property established 
October 22, 1998 and revised July 20, 2005.  
 
Council Approval Date:   July 1, 2016            Effective Date:  July 11, 2016 
 
Links to Related Regulations: Uniform Contracting Law, Surplus Property Disposal 
Law and City Ordinance 
 
Administering Department:  Finance and Property Services (Procurement)       
Phone: TBD (612) 673-2177 
 
SCOPE 
 
This policy applies to the disposition of all City of Minneapolis personal property 
determined to be no longer necessary for City operations or use. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 

A. Surplus Property:  Damaged, obsolete or unnecessary personal property 
including, but not limited to, vehicles, equipment, furnishings, movable 
fixtures, tools, wires and cabling and clothing. 

B. Notice:  Written notice given by the city to customers to announce the 
availability of Surplus Property. 

C. Customers:  Donees, Governmental Entities or Purchasers of Surplus 
Property. 

D. Purchasers:  Any customer that responds to a Notice and provides to the 
City an offer or bid to acquire Surplus Property. 

E. Federal Funds:  Grant proceeds provided by the United States by or 
through any of its departments or agencies. 

F. Donee:  The recipient of the Surplus Property approved for donation. 
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Role Responsibility 

 
Project Manager 1. Identify Surplus Property for disposal. 

2. Prepare Request for Council Action (“RCA”) for 
donation of Surplus Property. 

3. Prepare the Resolution to authorize the donation 
of the Surplus Property. 

 
Department Head 1. Review and approve Surplus Property and confirm 

that it is eligible for disposal. 
2.   Send written notice to Purchasing Department of 

intent to dispose of Surplus Property. 
 

Procurement Director 1. Determine dollar value of Surplus Property 
 
 a.  Provide copy of valuation to city department, 

board or agency. 
 b.  Provide copy of valuation and methodology for 

valuation determination to Finance Officer. 
 

2. Prepare Notice and publication of Surplus Property if 
it is to be sold. 

3. Develop and recommend updates to the Policy and 
Procedures. 

4. Prepare Surplus Property sale and transfer 
documents. 
 

Finance Officer 1. Consider requests for donation of Surplus Property 
and suggest appropriate disposition means 

. 
 

 a. Determine City Council preferences as to 
donation or sale of Surplus Property. 

 b.  Consider city department, board or agency 
recommendation for Surplus Property disposal. 

 c.  Review and confirm Procurement Director’s 
estimate of value for Surplus Property. 

 d. Balance interests of stakeholders including 
prospective donee, city board or agency, 
grantees, taxpayers and city council. 
 

City Attorney 1. Provide subject matter expertise regarding federal 
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and state grantor requirements for disposition of 
Surplus Property acquired with federal or state funds. 

2. Provide subject matter expertise regarding Surplus 
Property disposition laws and regulations. 

3. Review and approve or prepare Surplus Property sale 
or transfer documents. 

Donee 1. Provide to the City a written expression of interest to 
receive the Surplus Property via donation. 

2. Provide to the City a written guaranty or agreement to 
assume and be responsible for all costs associated 
with the transportation and delivery of the donated 
Surplus Property. 

 
SURPLUS PROPERTY DISPOSITION PROCEDURES 
 
AUTHORITY:  Based upon Minneapolis Code of Ordinances Section 18.160 
 
DISPOSITION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY: Departments that wish to dispose of 
Surplus Property (as defined herein) shall follow the Procedures indicated in the policy 
and Procedures. 

A. City Department 

1. The Department must complete a Surplus Property Notification 
Form that is available in the Forms folder at CityTalk or through this 
link form. 

2. Submit the Surplus Property Notification form in duplicate to the 
Department Director and to the Procurement Director. 

B. Purchasing Department 

1. The Procurement Director will review the Surplus Property 
Notification form and initially make note of the preferred disposition 
method, source of funds for the city’s acquisition of the Surplus 
Property and whether or not it should be classified as Surplus 
Property. 

2. If the Procurement Director confirms that the Surplus Property was 
acquired with federal or state funds, then the Procurement Director 
will contact the City Attorney to determine permitted disposition 
methods. 

a. Property acquired with federal funds may be subject to 2 
CFR Section 200.313-316 or other regulations that may 
require disposition by sale only.   
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b. Property acquired with state of Minnesota funds may be 
subject to the requirements contained in the state grant or 
funding agreement. 

3. Determine value of Surplus Property.   

a. Surplus Property valued at less than $500 may be sold, 
donated or considered solid waste to be recycled or placed 
in the refuse stream.  For Surplus Property to be recycled, 
departments should reference the valuation guidelines 
contained in the “Disposal and Recycling of Surplus Property 
Procedures (link). 

b. Property valued at greater than $500 may only be sold or 
donated. 

(i) The value of Surplus Property to be sold shall be 
determined through the sale as provided in C.1., 
below. 

(ii) The Procurement Director will provide to the Finance 
Officer and City department the written estimate of the 
value of the Surplus Property, if the means of 
disposition is to be by donation. 

(iii) The Finance Officer will determine after consultation 
with the City Council, whether the Surplus Property is 
to be donated or disposed of by other means. 

C. Sale of Surplus Property 

1. The Procurement Director will arrange for the sale of or authorize a 
department to sell Surplus Property.  The transfer of the Surplus 
Property may occur by bid or auction after Notice upon terms 
advantageous to the city.   

2. Any sale or disposition of Surplus Property to the United States of 
America or any agency thereof, the State of Minnesota, or any 
other political subdivision located in the State may occur pursuant 
to Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.64.  Any such Surplus Property 
disposition to the U.S. shall occur in accordance with its rules and 
regulations. 

3. Any sale of the Surplus Property does not require City Council 
approval.   All sales of Surplus Property, whether conducted by a 
department that regularly conducts auctions or sales or the Finance 
Department, are reported to the Procurement Director.  The 
Procurement Director compiles a list and dollar amount received by 
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the city upon the sale of Surplus Property.  The list and dollar 
amount received from sales of Surplus Property will be in a form 
compatible with audit requirements. 

4. The sale or disposal of Surplus Property that is deemed to be 
“scrap metal” or other “recyclable material” shall follow the  
“procedures” contained in the “Disposal and Recycling of Surplus 
Property” (link). 

D. Donation of Surplus Property 

1. Any Surplus Property offered for sale pursuant to Section C of this 
Policy and Procedure for which no offer or bid has been received 
after at least two Notices published with at least a fifteen (15) day 
period between each Notice, shall be eligible for donation after 
value is determined by Procurement.    The City shall follow the 
procedure for donation of Surplus Property indicated in Section D. 
2., below, and the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, Section 
471.3459. 

2. After receipt of a Request for Council Action (RCA) from the 
department in which the Finance Director informs the City Council 
of the estimated value of the Surplus Property and the “public 
purpose” to be achieved by said donation, the city Council may 
authorize by adoption of a resolution, the donation of the Surplus 
Property regardless of its value.   

a. Donations of Surplus Property must satisfy a “public 
purpose.”  “Public purpose” generally means that the 
donation will benefit the community and is related to the 
functions of government. 1 

b. Surplus Property will satisfy the “public purpose doctrine” 
and may be donated to the following entities 

(i) Sister Cities; 

(ii) Other Governmental Entities; and 

(iii) Non-profit entities whose purpose or mission is to 
educate persons of any income level or to train for 
employment, socially or economically disadvantaged 
persons. 

                                                           
1 The meaning of the term “Public Purpose” is noted in the State Constitution, statutes and case law.  For example, 
see Visina v. Freeman, 89 N.W.2d 635 (1958); City of Pipestone v. Madsen, 178 N.W.2d 594 (1970); or R.E. Short 
Company v. City of Minneapolis, 269 N.W.2d 331 (1978). 
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c. For donations to other entities, consult with the Finance 
Department and City Attorney regarding satisfaction of a 
valid “public purpose.” 

3. Costs associated with the Donation of Surplus Property 

a. The Donee shall pay all of the costs associated with the 
City’s donation of the Surplus Property.  These costs shall 
include, but not be limited, to transportation and shipping 
costs, including loading and unloading, taxes, tariffs, storage 
costs upon the Surplus Property leaving the city facility, any 
governmental permits or fees, and all labor costs associated 
with the transportation and storage of the Surplus Property. 

b. Donee shall indicate, to the satisfaction of the City Finance 
Officer, its responsibility and financial means to assume the 
costs in D.3.a. 

c. City shall not transfer title to or convey the Surplus Property 
until the Donee has provided evidence satisfactory to the 
City that Donee possesses the funds to pay for the costs in 
D.3.a. 

4. Time Limitations for Donation of Surplus Property. 
 

a. Department of Public Works will establish outside date for 
Donee to pay for and take title to Surplus Property. 

b. Donee’s failure to pay for and claim donated Surplus Property 
will result in forfeiture of Donee’s rights and City may dispose of 
the Surplus Property by other means. 
 

E. Notice for Donations of Surplus Property 
 
1. Requirement for written disclaimer as to any warranties. 

 
a. As required by Minnesota Statues, Section 471.3459, the City 

will provide notice to all donees that the Surplus Property is 
being donated in an “as is” condition.   

b. The written disclaimer will appear in the written agreement to 
transfer the donated Surplus Property. 

2. Preparation of written disclaimer of any warranties. 
 
The written notice as required by statute should provide the 
following disclaimer: 
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“The (_________equipment, goods, vehicles, etc.) are being 
provided to ___________ (Donee) “as is” without any warranties, 
express, implied or oral, including, but not limited to, warranties of 
merchantability or fitness for a purpose or use.” 

 



3. 501 School Weapons Policy 
• Q:  Why change "school official" to 

"building principal"?   (pg 4 letter c.)
 

• A:   The MSBA law firm that proposed this 
change explained:  "It might be helpful to 
identify the school staff member who will 
be responsible for this report. As the 
building principal is generally the staff 
member charged with the primary 
responsibility of building safety and 
discipline, we suggest that most schools 
likely are having this administrator make 
the report. Thus, the addition of this duty 
should be consistent with present practices 
of most school districts but adds a bit of 
clarity as to who is responsible for this 
task."
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501 SCHOOL WEAPONS POLICY 

 

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues. 

ATTENTION:  This policy incorporates certain provisions of the Minnesota Citizens’ 

Personal Protection Act (often referred to as the “conceal and carry” law).] 
 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to assure a safe school environment for students, staff and 

the public. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

No student or nonstudent, including adults and visitors, shall possess, use or distribute a 

weapon when in a school location except as provided in this policy.  The school district 

will act to enforce this policy and to discipline or take appropriate action against any 

student, teacher, administrator, school employee, volunteer, or member of the public who 

violates this policy. 

 

III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Weapon” 

 

1. A “weapon” means any object, device or instrument designed as a weapon 

or through its use is capable of threatening or producing bodily harm or 

which may be used to inflict self-injury including, but not limited to, any 

firearm, whether loaded or unloaded; airguns; pellet guns; BB guns; all 

knives; blades; clubs; metal knuckles; numchucks; throwing stars; 

explosives; fireworks; mace and other propellants; stunguns; ammunition; 

poisons; chains; arrows; and objects that have been modified to serve as a 

weapon. 

 

2. No person shall possess, use or distribute any object, device or instrument 

having the appearance of a weapon and such objects, devices or 

instruments shall be treated as weapons including, but not limited to, 

weapons listed above which are broken or non-functional, look-alike guns; 

toy guns; and any object that is a facsimile of a real weapon. 

 

3. No person shall use articles designed for other purposes (i.e., lasers or 

laser pointers, belts, combs, pencils, files, scissors, etc.), to inflict bodily 

harm and/or intimidate and such use will be treated as the possession and 

use of a weapon. 

 

B. “School Location” includes any school building or grounds, whether leased, 

rented, owned or controlled by the school, locations of school activities or trips, 

bus stops, school buses or school vehicles, school-contracted vehicles, the area of 

entrance or departure from school premises or events, all locations where school-
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related functions are conducted, and anywhere students are under the jurisdiction 

of the school district. 

 

C. “Possession” means having a weapon on one’s person or in an area subject to 

one’s control in a school location. 

 

IV. EXCEPTIONS 
 

A. A student who finds a weapon on the way to school or in a school location, or a 

student who discovers that he or she accidentally has a weapon in his or her 

possession, and takes the weapon immediately to the principal’s office shall not 

be considered to possess a weapon.  If it would be impractical or dangerous to 

take the weapon to the principal’s office, a student shall not be considered to 

possess a weapon if he or she immediately turns the weapon over to an 

administrator, teacher or head coach or immediately notifies an administrator, 

teacher or head coach of the weapon’s location. 

 

B. It shall not be a violation of this policy if a nonstudent (or student where 

specified) falls within one of the following categories: 

 

1. active licensed peace officers; 

 

2. military personnel, or students or nonstudents participating in military 

training, who are on duty performing official duties; 

 

3. persons authorized to carry a pistol under Minn. Stat. § 624.714 while in a 

motor vehicle or outside of a motor vehicle for the purpose of directly 

placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or rear area of the 

vehicle; 

 

4. persons who keep or store in a motor vehicle pistols in accordance with 

Minn. Stat. §§ 624.714 or 624.715 or other firearms in accordance with § 

97B.045; 

 

a. Section 624.714 specifies procedures and standards for obtaining 

pistol permits and penalties for the failure to do so.  Section 

624.715 defines an exception to the pistol permit requirements for 

“antique firearms which are carried or possessed as curiosities or 

for their historical significance or value.” 

 

b. Section 97B.045 generally provides that a firearm may not be 

transported in a motor vehicle unless it is (1) unloaded and in a gun 

case without any portion of the firearm exposed; (2) unloaded and 

in the closed trunk; or (3) a handgun carried in compliance with §§ 

624.714 and 624.715. 

 

5. firearm safety or marksmanship courses or activities for students or 

nonstudents conducted on school property; 
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6. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms by a 

ceremonial color guard; 

 

7. a gun or knife show held on school property; 

 

8. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms with 

written permission of the principal or other person having general control 

and supervision of the school or the director of a child care center; or 

 

9. persons who are on unimproved property owned or leased by a child care 

center, school or school district unless the person knows that a student is 

currently present on the land for a school-related activity. 

 

[Note: Nothing prevents a school district from being more stringent in its weapons 

policy with respect to students and school district employees than the criminal law, 

except that the school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of 

firearms in a parking facility or parking area.  Although some school districts may 

choose to incorporate all of the exceptions to the criminal law, other school districts 

may choose either not to incorporate some or all of the exceptions or to further limit 

them.  For example, a school district may choose to require written permission from 

the superintendent, not just a principal, for someone to possess a dangerous weapon in 

a school location.  This would impose a more stringent requirement than exception (7) 

to Section 609.66, Subdivision 1d.  However, a school district may not regulate 

firearms, ammunition, or their respective components, when possessed or carried by 

nonstudents or nonemployees, in a manner that is inconsistent with Section 609.66, 

Subdivision 1d.] 
 

C. Policy Application to Instructional Equipment/Tools 

 

While the school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of 

weapons by students or nonstudents, such a position is not meant to interfere with 

instruction or the use of appropriate equipment and tools by students or 

nonstudents.  Such equipment and tools, when properly possessed, used, and 

stored, shall not be considered in violation of the rule against the possession, use, 

or distribution of weapons.  However, when authorized instructional and work 

equipment and tools are used in a potentially dangerous or threatening manner, 

such possession and use will be treated as the possession and use of a weapon. 

 

D. Firearms in School Parking Lots and Parking Facilities 

 

A school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of firearms in a 

school parking lot or parking facility.  For purposes of this policy, the “lawful” 

carry or possession of a firearm in a school parking lot or parking facility is 

specifically limited to nonstudent permit-holders authorized under Minn. Stat. § 

624.714 to carry a pistol in the interior of a vehicle or outside the motor vehicle 

for the purpose of directly placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or 

rear area of the vehicle.  Any possession or carry of a firearm beyond the 
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immediate vicinity of a permit-holder’s vehicle shall constitute a violation of this 

policy. 

 

V. CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENT WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/ 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

A. The school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of weapons 

by students.  Consequently, the minimum consequence for students possessing, 

using, or distributing weapons shall include: 

 

1. immediate out-of-school suspension; 

 

2. confiscation of the weapon; 

 

3. immediate notification of police; 

 

4. parent or guardian notification; and 

 

5. recommendation to the superintendent of dismissal for a period of time not 

to exceed one year. 

 

B. Pursuant to Minnesota law, a student who brings a firearm, as defined by federal 

law, to school will be expelled for at least one year.  The school board may 

modify this requirement on a case-by-case basis. 

 

C. Administrative Discretion 

 

While the school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of 

weapons by students, the superintendent may use discretion in determining 

whether, under the circumstances, a course of action other than the minimum 

consequences specified above is warranted.  If so, other appropriate action may be 

taken, including consideration of a recommendation for lesser discipline. 

 

VI. CONSEQUENCES FOR WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/DISTRIBUTION BY 

NONSTUDENTS 
 

A. Employees 

 

1. An employee who violates the terms of this policy is subject to 

disciplinary action, including nonrenewal, suspension, or discharge as 

deemed appropriate by the school board. 

 

2. Sanctions against employees, including nonrenewal, suspension, or 

discharge shall be pursuant to and in accordance with applicable statutory 

authority, collective bargaining agreements, and school district policies. 

 

3. When an employee violates the weapons policy, law enforcement may be 

notified, as appropriate. 
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[Note:  An employer may establish policies that restrict the carry or possession of 

firearms by its employees while acting in the course and scope of employment.  

Employment-related sanctions may be invoked for a violation.  Thus, for example, 

reasonable limitations may be imposed on the method of storing firearms by permit-

holding employees while at work or performing employment-related duties.  

Reasonable limitations may include requiring firearms to have trigger locks and to be 

stored in a locked container or locked compartment of the vehicle.] 

 

B. Other Nonstudents 

 

1. Any member of the public who violates this policy shall be informed of 

the policy and asked to leave the school location.  Depending on the 

circumstances, the person may be barred from future entry to school 

locations.  In addition, if the person is a student in another school district, 

that school district may be contacted concerning the policy violation. 

 

2. If appropriate, law enforcement will be notified of the policy violation by 

the member of the public and may be asked to provide an escort to remove 

the member of the public from the school location.  

 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 97B.045 (Transportation of Firearms) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.05 (Referral to Police) 

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.44 (Expulsion for Possession of Firearm) 

Minn. Stat. § 609.02, Subd. 6 (Definition of Dangerous Weapon) 

Minn. Stat. § 609.605 (Trespass) 

Minn. Stat. § 609.66 (Dangerous Weapons) 

Minn. Stat. § 624.714 (Carrying of Weapons without Permit; Penalties) 

Minn. Stat. § 624.715 (Exemptions; Antiques and Ornaments) 

18 U.S.C. § 921 (Definition of Firearm) 

In re C.R.M. 611 N.W.2d 802 (Minn. 2000) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal 

of School District Employees) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention) 

 

Policy adopted: November 2005, reviewed February 2009, revised May 2016, reviewed February 

2020 

 

Independent School District 110 

Waconia, Minnesota 
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501 SCHOOL WEAPONS POLICY 

 

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues. 

ATTENTION:  This policy incorporates certain provisions of the Minnesota Citizens’ 

Personal Protection Act (often referred to as the “conceal and carry” law).] 

 

I. PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this policy is to assure a safe school environment for students, staff and 

the public. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 

No student or nonstudent, including adults and visitors, shall possess, use, or distribute a 

weapon when in a school location except as provided in this policy.  The school district 

will act to enforce this policy and to discipline or take appropriate action against any 

student, teacher, administrator, school employee, volunteer, or member of the public who 

violates this policy. 

 

III. DEFINITIONS 

 

A. “Weapon” 

 

1. A “weapon” means any object, device or instrument designed as a weapon 

or through its use is capable of threatening or producing bodily harm or 

which may be used to inflict self-injury including, but not limited to, any 

firearm, whether loaded or unloaded; airguns; pellet guns; BB guns; all 

knives; blades; clubs; metal knuckles; numchucks; throwing stars; 

explosives; fireworks; mace and other propellants; stunguns; ammunition; 

poisons; chains; arrows; and objects that have been modified to serve as a 

weapon. 

 

2. No person shall possess, use, or distribute any object, device or instrument 

having the appearance of a weapon and such objects, devices or 

instruments shall be treated as weapons including, but not limited to, 

weapons listed above which are broken or non-functional, look-alike guns; 

toy guns; and any object that is a facsimile of a real weapon. 

 

3. No person shall use articles designed for other purposes (i.e., lasers or 

laser pointers, belts, combs, pencils, files, scissors, etc.), to inflict bodily 

harm and/or intimidate and such use will be treated as the possession and 

use of a weapon. 
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B. “School Location” includes any school building or grounds, whether leased, 

rented, owned or controlled by the school, locations of school activities or trips, 

bus stops, school buses or school vehicles, school-contracted vehicles, the area of 

entrance or departure from school premises or events, all locations where school-

related functions are conducted, and anywhere students are under the jurisdiction 

of the school district. 

 

C. “Possession” means having a weapon on one’s person or in an area subject to 

one’s control in a school location. 

 

D. “Dangerous Weapon” means any firearm, whether loaded or unloaded, or any 

device designed as a weapon and capable of producing death or great bodily 

harm, any combustible or flammable liquid or other device or instrumentality that, 

in the manner it is used or intended to be used, is calculated or likely to produce 

death or great bodily harm, or any fire that is used to produce death or great 

bodily harm.  As used in this definition, "flammable liquid" means any liquid 

having a flash point below 100 degrees Fahrenheit and having a vapor pressure 

not exceeding 40 pounds per square inch (absolute) at 100 degrees Fahrenheit but 

does not include intoxicating liquor.  As used in this subdivision, "combustible 

liquid" is a liquid having a flash point at or above 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 

IV. EXCEPTIONS 

 

A. A student who finds a weapon on the way to school or in a school location, or a 

student who discovers that he or she accidentally has a weapon in his or her 

possession, and takes the weapon immediately to the principal’s office shall not 

be considered to possess a weapon.  If it would be impractical or dangerous to 

take the weapon to the principal’s office, a student shall not be considered to 

possess a weapon if he or she immediately turns the weapon over to an 

administrator, teacher or head coach or immediately notifies an administrator, 

teacher or head coach of the weapon’s location. 

 

B. It shall not be a violation of this policy if a nonstudent (or student where 

specified) falls within one of the following categories: 

 

1. active licensed peace officers; 

 

2. military personnel, or students or nonstudents participating in military 

training, who are on duty performing official duties; 

 

3. persons authorized to carry a pistol under Minnesota. Statutes., §section 

624.714 while in a motor vehicle or outside of a motor vehicle for the 

purpose of directly placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or 

rear area of the vehicle; 

 

4. persons who keep or store in a motor vehicle pistols in accordance with 

Minnesota. Statutes. §§sections 624.714 or 624.715 or other firearms in 

accordance with §Minnesota Statutes, section 97B.045; 
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a. Section 624.714 specifies procedures and standards for obtaining 

pistol permits and penalties for the failure to do so.  Section 

624.715 defines an exception to the pistol permit requirements for 

“antique firearms which are carried or possessed as curiosities or 

for their historical significance or value.” 

 

b. Section 97B.045 generally provides that a firearm may not be 

transported in a motor vehicle unless it is (1) unloaded and in a gun 

case without any portion of the firearm exposed; (2) unloaded and 

in the closed trunk; or (3) a handgun carried in compliance with 

§§Sections 624.714 and 624.715. 

 

5. firearm safety or marksmanship courses or activities for students or 

nonstudents conducted on school property; 

 

6. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms by a 

ceremonial color guard; 

 

7. a gun or knife show held on school property; 

 

8. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms with 

written permission of the principal or other person having general control 

and supervision of the school or the director of a child care center; or 

 

9. persons who are on unimproved property owned or leased by a child care 

center, school or school district unless the person knows that a student is 

currently present on the land for a school-related activity. 

 

[Note: Nothing prevents a school district from being more stringent in its weapons 

policy with respect to students and school district employees than the criminal law, 

except that the school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of 

firearms in a parking facility or parking area.  Although some school districts may 

choose to incorporate all of the exceptions to the criminal law, other school districts 

may choose either not to incorporate some or all of the exceptions or to further limit 

them.  For example, a school district may choose to require written permission from 

the superintendent, not just a principal, for someone to possess a dangerous weapon in 

a school location.  This would impose a more stringent requirement than the 

exceptions to the general prohibition of having a weapon on school grounds set forth 

in (7) to Minnesota Statutes, Ssection 609.66, Subdivision 1d (f) listed in Section IV.B. 

above..  However, a school district may not regulate firearms, ammunition, or their 

respective components, when possessed or carried by nonstudents or nonemployees, in 

a manner that is inconsistent with Minnesota Statutes, Ssection 609.66, Subdivision 

1d.] 

 

C. Policy Application to Instructional Equipment/Tools 

 

While the school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of 
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weapons by students or nonstudents, such a position is not meant to interfere with 

instruction or the use of appropriate equipment and tools by students or 

nonstudents.  Such equipment and tools, when properly possessed, used, and 

stored, shall not be considered in violation of the rule against the possession, use, 

or distribution of weapons.  However, when authorized instructional and work 

equipment and tools are used in a potentially dangerous or threatening manner, 

such possession and use will be treated as the possession and use of a weapon. 

 

D. Firearms in School Parking Lots and Parking Facilities 

 

A school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of firearms in a 

school parking lot or parking facility.  For purposes of this policy, the “lawful” 

carry or possession of a firearm in a school parking lot or parking facility is 

specifically limited to nonstudent permit-holders authorized under Minnesota. 

Statutes,. §section 624.714 to carry a pistol in the interior of a vehicle or outside 

the motor vehicle for the purpose of directly placing a firearm in, or retrieving it 

from, the trunk or rear area of the vehicle.  Any possession or carry of a firearm 

beyond the immediate vicinity of a permit-holder’s vehicle shall constitute a 

violation of this policy. 

 

V. CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENT WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/ 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

A. The school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of weapons 

by students.  Consequently, the minimum consequence for students willfully 

possessing, using, or distributing weapons shall include: 

 

1. immediate out-of-school suspension; 

 

2. confiscation of the weapon; 

 

3. immediate notification of police; 

 

4. parent or guardian notification; and 

 

5. recommendation to the superintendent of dismissal for a period of time not 

to exceed one year. 

 

B. Pursuant to Minnesota law, a student who brings a firearm, as defined by federal 

law, to school will be expelled for at least one year.  The school board may 

modify this requirement on a case-by-case basis. 

 

C. The appropriate school officialbuilding principal shall, as soon as practicable, 

refer to the criminal justice or juvenile delinquency system, as appropriate, a 

pupilstudent who brings a firearm to school unlawfully. 

 

CD. Administrative Discretion 
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While the school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of 

weapons by students, the superintendent may use discretion in determining 

whether, under the circumstances, a course of action other than the minimum 

consequences specified above is warranted.  If so, other appropriate action may be 

taken, including consideration of a recommendation for lesser discipline. 

 

VI. CONSEQUENCES FOR WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/DISTRIBUTION BY 

NONSTUDENTS 

 

A. Employees 

 

1. An employee who violates the terms of this policy is subject to 

disciplinary action, including nonrenewal, suspension, or discharge as 

deemed appropriate by the school board. 

 

2. Sanctions against employees, including nonrenewal, suspension, or 

discharge shall be pursuant to and in accordance with applicable statutory 

authority, collective bargaining agreements, and school district policies. 

 

3. When an employee violates the weapons policy, law enforcement may be 

notified, as appropriate. 

 

[Note:  An employer may establish policies that restrict the carry or possession of 

firearms by its employees while acting in the course and scope of employment.  

Employment-related sanctions may be invoked for a violation.  Thus, for example, 

reasonable limitations may be imposed on the method of storing firearms by permit-

holding employees while at work or performing employment-related duties.  

Reasonable limitations may include requiring firearms to have trigger locks and to be 

stored in a locked container or locked compartment of the vehicle.] 

 

B. Other Nonstudents 

 

1. Any member of the public who violates this policy shall be informed of 

the policy and asked to leave the school location.  Depending on the 

circumstances, the person may be barred from future entry to school 

locations.  In addition, if the person is a student in another school district, 

that school district may be contacted concerning the policy violation. 

 

2. If appropriate, law enforcement will be notified of the policy violation by 

the member of the public and may be asked to provide an escort to remove 

the member of the public from the school location.  

 

VII. REPORTS OF DANGEROUS WEAPON INCIDENTS IN SCHOOL ZONES 

 

 A. The school district must electronically report to the Commissioner of Education 

incidents involving the use or possession of a dangerous weapon in school zones, 

as required under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.06. 
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Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 97B.045 (Transportation of Firearms) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.05 (Referral to Police) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.06 (Reports of Dangerous Weapon Incidents in School 

Zones) 

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.44 (Expulsion for Possession of Firearm) 

Minn. Stat. § 152.01, subd. 14(a) (Definition of a School Zone) 

Minn. Stat. § 609.02, Ssubd. 6 (Definition of Dangerous Weapon) 

Minn. Stat. § 609.605 (Trespass) 

Minn. Stat. § 609.66 (Dangerous Weapons) 

Minn. Stat. § 624.714 (Carrying of Weapons without Permit; Penalties) 

Minn. Stat. § 624.715 (Exemptions; Antiques and Ornaments) 

18 U.S.C. § 921 (Definition of Firearm) 

In re C.R.M., 611 N.W.2d 802 (Minn. 2000) 

In re A.D., 883 N.W.2d 251 (Minn. 2016)  

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal 

of School District Employees) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors to School District Buildings 

and Sites) 

 



4. 524 Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy
  

• Q: Is there a single term to use in place 
of listing each social media name due to 
how fast new ones are added or changed? (pg 
4, first paragraph)
 

• A:  Jeff Jeska reviewed and recommends 
keeping the language as proposed and that 
it adequately covers the various social 
networks and ".....similar websites or 
applications."
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524 INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE AND SAFETY POLICY 
 

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues.] 
 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to set forth policies and guidelines for access to the school 

district computer system and acceptable and safe use of the Internet, including electronic 

communications. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

In making decisions regarding student and employee access to the school district 

computer system and the Internet, including electronic communications, the school 

district considers its own stated educational mission, goals, and objectives.  Electronic 

information research skills are now fundamental to preparation of citizens and future 

employees.  Access to the school district computer system and to the Internet enables 

students and employees to explore thousands of libraries, databases, bulletin boards, and 

other resources while exchanging messages with people around the world.  The school 

district expects that faculty will blend thoughtful use of the school district computer 

system and the Internet throughout the curriculum and will provide guidance and 

instruction to students in their use. 

 

III. LIMITED EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE 
 

The school district is providing students and employees with access to the school district 

computer system, which includes Internet access.  The purpose of the system is more 

specific than providing students and employees with general access to the Internet.  The 

school district system has a limited educational purpose, which includes use of the system 

for classroom activities, educational research, and professional or career development 

activities.  Users are expected to use Internet access through the district system to further 

educational and personal goals consistent with the mission of the school district and 

school policies. Uses which might be acceptable on a user’s private personal account on 

another system may not be acceptable on this limited-purpose network. 

 

IV. USE OF SYSTEM IS A PRIVILEGE 
 

The use of the school district system and access to use of the Internet is a privilege, not a 

right.  Depending on the nature and degree of the violation and the number of previous 

violations, unacceptable use of the school district system or the Internet may result in one 

or more of the following consequences:  suspension or cancellation of use or access 

privileges; payments for damages and repairs; discipline under other appropriate school 

district policies, including suspension, expulsion, exclusion, or termination of 

employment; or civil or criminal liability under other applicable laws. 

 

V. UNACCEPTABLE USES 
 

A. The following uses of the school district system and Internet resources or 
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accounts are considered unacceptable: 

 

1. Users will not use the school district system to access, review, upload, 

download, store, print, post, receive, transmit, or distribute: 

 

a. pornographic, obscene, or sexually explicit material or other visual 

depictions that are harmful to minors; 

 

b. obscene, abusive, profane, lewd, vulgar, rude, inflammatory, 

threatening, disrespectful, or sexually explicit language; 

 

c. materials that use language or images that are inappropriate in the 

education setting or disruptive to the educational process; 

 

d. information or materials that could cause damage or danger of 

disruption to the educational process; 

 

e. materials that use language or images that advocate violence or 

discrimination toward other people (hate literature) or that may 

constitute harassment or discrimination. 

 

2. Users will not use the school district system to knowingly or recklessly 

post, transmit, or distribute false or defamatory information about a person 

or organization, or to harass another person, or to engage in personal 

attacks, including prejudicial or discriminatory attacks. 

 

3. Users will not use the school district system to engage in any illegal act or 

violate any local, state, or federal statute or law. 

 

4. Users will not use the school district system to vandalize, damage, or 

disable the property of another person or organization, will not make 

deliberate attempts to degrade or disrupt equipment, software, or system 

performance by spreading computer viruses or by any other means, will 

not tamper with, modify, or change the school district system software, 

hardware, or wiring or take any action to violate the school district’s 

security  system, and will not use the school district system in such a way 

as to disrupt the use of the system by other users. 

 

5. Users will not use the school district system to gain unauthorized access to 

information resources or to access another person’s materials, information, 

or files without the implied or direct permission of that person. 

 

6. Users will not use the school district system to post private information 

about another person, personal contact information about themselves or 

other persons, or other personally identifiable information, including, but 

not limited to, addresses, telephone numbers, school addresses, work 

addresses, identification numbers, account numbers, access codes or 

passwords, labeled photographs, or other information that would make the 
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individual’s identity easily traceable, and will not repost a message that 

was sent to the user privately without permission of the person who sent 

the message.   

 

a. This paragraph does not prohibit the posting of employee contact 

information on school district webpages or communications 

between employees and other individuals when such 

communications are made for education-related purposes (i.e., 

communications with parents or other staff members related to 

students). 

 

b. Employees creating or posting school-related webpages may 

include personal contact information about themselves on a 

webpage. However, employees may not post personal contact 

information or other personally identifiable information about 

students unless: 

 

(1) such information is classified by the school district as 

directory information and verification is made that the 

school district has not received notice from a 

parent/guardian or eligible student that such information is 

not to be designated as directory information in accordance 

with Policy 515; or 

 

(2) such information is not classified by the school district as 

directory information but written consent for release of the 

information to be posted has been obtained from a 

parent/guardian or eligible student in accordance with 

Policy 515. 

 

In addition, prior to posting any personal contact or personally 

identifiable information on a school-related webpage, employees 

shall obtain written approval of the content of the postings from 

the building administrator. 

 

c. These prohibitions specifically prohibit a user from utilizing the 

school district system to post personal information about a user or 

another individual on social networks, including, but not limited to, 

social networks such as “Facebook,” “Twitter,” “Instagram,” 

“Snapchat,” and “Reddit,” and similar websites or applications. 

 

7. Users must keep all account information and passwords on file with the 

designated school district official.  Users will not attempt to gain 

unauthorized access to the school district system or any other system 

through the school district system, attempt to log in through another 

person’s account, or use computer accounts, access codes, or network 

identification other than those assigned to the user.  Messages and records 

on the school district system may not be encrypted without the permission 
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of appropriate school authorities. 

 

8. Users will not use the school district system to violate copyright laws or 

usage licensing agreements, or otherwise to use another person’s property 

without the person’s prior approval or proper citation, including the 

downloading or exchanging of pirated software or copying software to or 

from any school computer, and will not plagiarize works they find on the 

Internet. 

 

9. Users will not use the school district system for conducting business, for 

unauthorized commercial purposes, or for financial gain unrelated to the 

mission of the school district. Users will not use the school district system 

to offer or provide goods or services or for product advertisement.  Users 

will not use the school district system to purchase goods or services for 

personal use without authorization from the appropriate school district 

official. 

 

10. Users will not use the school district system to engage in bullying or 

cyberbullying in violation of the school district’s Bullying Prohibition 

Policy (MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514). This prohibition includes using 

any technology or other electronic communication off school premises to 

the extent that student learning or the school environment is substantially 

and materially disrupted. 

 

B. A student or employee engaging in the foregoing unacceptable uses of the Internet 

when off school district premises also may be in violation of this policy as well as 

other school district policies.  Examples of such violations include, but are not 

limited to, situations where the school district system is compromised or if a 

school district employee or student is negatively impacted.  If the school district 

receives a report of an unacceptable use originating from a non-school computer 

or resource, the school district may investigate such reports to the best of its 

ability.  Students or employees may be subject to disciplinary action for such 

conduct, including, but not limited to, suspension or cancellation of the use or 

access to the school district computer system and the Internet and discipline under 

other appropriate school district policies, including suspension, expulsion, 

exclusion, or termination of employment. 

 

C. If a user inadvertently accesses unacceptable materials or an unacceptable Internet 

site, the user shall immediately disclose the inadvertent access to an appropriate 

school district official.  In the case of a school district employee, the immediate 

disclosure shall be to the employee’s immediate supervisor and/or the building 

administrator.  This disclosure may serve as a defense against an allegation that 

the user has intentionally violated this policy.  In certain rare instances, a user also 

may access otherwise unacceptable materials if necessary to complete an 

assignment and if done with the prior approval of and with appropriate guidance 

from the appropriate teacher or, in the case of a school district employee, the 

building administrator. 
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VI. FILTER 
 

School districts which receive certain federal funding, such as e-rate discounts, for purposes 

of Internet access and connection services and/or receive funds to purchase Internet 

accessible computers are subject to the federal Children’s Internet Protection Act, effective in 

2001.  This law requires school districts to adopt an Internet safety policy which contains the 

provisions set forth below.  Also, the Act requires such school districts to provide reasonable 

notice and hold at least one public hearing or meeting to address the proposed Internet safety 

policy prior to its implementation.  School districts that do not seek such federal financial 

assistance need not adopt the alternative language set forth below nor meet the requirements 

with respect to a public meeting to review the policy.  The following alternative language for 

school districts that seek such federal financial assistance satisfies both state and federal law 

requirements. 
 

A. With respect to any of its computers with Internet access, the school district will 

monitor the online activities of both minors and adults and employ technology 

protection measures during any use of such computers by minors and adults.  The 

technology protection measures utilized will block or filter Internet access to any 

visual depictions that are: 

 

1. Obscene; 

 

2. Child pornography; or 

 

3. Harmful to minors. 

 

B. The term “harmful to minors” means any picture, image, graphic image file, or 

other visual depiction that: 

  

1. Taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest 

in nudity, sex, or excretion; or 

 

2. Depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect 

to what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual 

contact, actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd 

exhibition of the genitals; and 

 

3. Taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific 

value as to minors. 

 

C. Software filtering technology shall be narrowly tailored and shall not discriminate 

based on viewpoint. 

 

D. An administrator, supervisor, or other person authorized by the Superintendent 

may disable the technology protection measure, during use by an adult, to enable 

access for bona fide research or other lawful purposes. 

 

E. The school district will educate students about appropriate online behavior, 
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including interacting with other individuals on social networking websites and in 

chat rooms and cyberbullying awareness and response. 

 

[Note: Although school districts are not required to adopt the more restrictive provisions 

contained in either Alternative No. 2 or No. 3 if they do not seek state or federal funding, they 

may choose to adopt the more restrictive provisions as a matter of school policy.] 
 

VII. CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER SCHOOL POLICIES 
 

Use of the school district computer system and use of the Internet shall be consistent with 

school district policies and the mission of the school district. 

 

VIII. LIMITED EXPECTATION OF PRIVACY 
 

A. By authorizing use of the school district system, the school district does not 

relinquish control over materials on the system or contained in files on the system.  

Users should expect only limited privacy in the contents of personal files on the 

school district system. 

 

B. Routine maintenance and monitoring of the school district system may lead to a 

discovery that a user has violated this policy, another school district policy, or the 

law. 

 

C. An individual investigation or search will be conducted if school authorities have 

a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law or school 

district policy. 

 

D. Parents have the right at any time to investigate or review the contents of their 

child’s files and e-mail files.  Parents have the right to request the termination of 

their child’s individual account at any time. 

 

E. School district employees should be aware that the school district retains the right 

at any time to investigate or review the contents of their files and e-mail files.  In 

addition, school district employees should be aware that data and other materials 

in files maintained on the school district system may be subject to review, 

disclosure or discovery under Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (the Minnesota Government 

Data Practices Act). 

 

F. The school district will cooperate fully with local, state and federal authorities in 

any investigation concerning or related to any illegal activities or activities not in 

compliance with school district policies conducted through the school district 

system. 

 

IX. INTERNET USE AGREEMENT 
 

A. The proper use of the Internet, and the educational value to be gained from proper 

Internet use, is the joint responsibility of students, parents, and employees of the 

school district. 
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B. This policy requires the permission of and supervision by the school’s designated 

professional staff before a student may use a school account or resource to access 

the Internet. 

 

C. The Internet Use Agreement form for students must be read and signed by the 

user, the parent or guardian, and the supervising teacher.  The Internet Use 

Agreement form for employees must be signed by the employee.  The form must 

then be filed at the school office.  As supervising teachers change, the agreement 

signed by the new teacher shall be attached to the original agreement. 

 

X. LIMITATION ON SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY 
 

Use of the school district system is at the user’s own risk.  The system is provided on an 

“as is, as available” basis.  The school district will not be responsible for any damage 

users may suffer, including, but not limited to, loss, damage, or unavailability of data 

stored on school district diskettes, tapes, hard drives, or servers, or for delays or changes 

in or interruptions of service or misdeliveries or nondeliveries of information or 

materials, regardless of the cause. The school district is not responsible for the accuracy 

or quality of any advice or information obtained through or stored on the school district 

system.  The school district will not be responsible for financial obligations arising 

through unauthorized use of the school district system or the Internet. 

 

XI. USER NOTIFICATION 
 

A. All users shall be notified of the school district policies relating to Internet use. 

 

B. This notification shall include the following: 

 

1. Notification that Internet use is subject to compliance with school district 

policies. 

 

2. Disclaimers limiting the school district’s liability relative to: 

 

a. Information stored on school district diskettes, hard drives, or 

servers. 

 

b. Information retrieved through school district computers, networks, 

or online resources. 

 

c. Personal property used to access school district computers, 

networks, or online resources. 

 

d. Unauthorized financial obligations resulting from use of school 

district resources/accounts to access the Internet. 

 

3. A description of the privacy rights and limitations of school 

sponsored/managed Internet accounts. 
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4. Notification that, even though the school district may use technical means 

to limit student Internet access, these limits do not provide a foolproof 

means for enforcing the provisions of this acceptable use policy. 

 

5. Notification that goods and services can be purchased over the Internet 

that could potentially result in unwanted financial obligations and that any 

financial obligation incurred by a student through the Internet is the sole 

responsibility of the student and/or the student’s parents. 

 

6. Notification that the collection, creation, reception, maintenance, and 

dissemination of data via the Internet, including electronic 

communications, is governed by Policy 406, Public and Private Personnel 

Data, and Policy 515, Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records. 

 

7. Notification that, should the user violate the school district’s acceptable 

use policy, the user’s access privileges may be revoked, school 

disciplinary action may be taken and/or appropriate legal action may be 

taken. 

 

8. Notification that all provisions of the acceptable use policy are subordinate 

to local, state, and federal laws. 

 

XII. PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY; NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT INTERNET 

USE 
 

A. Outside of school, parents bear responsibility for the same guidance of Internet 

use as they exercise with information sources such as television, telephones, 

radio, movies, and other possibly offensive media.  Parents are responsible for 

monitoring their student’s use of the school district system and of the Internet if 

the student is accessing the school district system from home or a remote location. 

 

B. Parents will be notified that their students will be using school district 

resources/accounts to access the Internet and that the school district will provide 

parents the option to request alternative activities not requiring Internet access.  

This notification should include: 

 

1. A copy of the user notification form provided to the student user. 

 

2. A description of parent/guardian responsibilities. 

 

3. A notification that the parents have the option to request alternative 

educational activities not requiring Internet access and the material to 

exercise this option. 

 

4. A statement that the Internet Use Agreement must be signed by the user, 

the parent or guardian, and the supervising teacher prior to use by the 

student. 
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5. A statement that the school district’s acceptable use policy is available for 

parental review. 

 

XIII. IMPLEMENTATION; POLICY REVIEW 
 

A. The school district administration may develop appropriate user notification 

forms, guidelines, and procedures necessary to implement this policy for 

submission to the school board for approval.  Upon approval by the school board, 

such guidelines, forms, and procedures shall be an addendum to this policy. 

 

B. The administration shall revise the user notifications, including student and parent 

notifications, if necessary, to reflect the adoption of these guidelines and 

procedures. 

 

C. The school district Internet policies and procedures are available for review by all 

parents, guardians, staff, and members of the community. 

 

D. Because of the rapid changes in the development of the Internet, the school board 

shall conduct an annual review of this policy. 

 

 

Legal References: 15 U.S.C. § 6501 et seq. (Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act) 

17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. (Copyrights) 

47 U.S.C. § 254 (Children’s Internet Protection Act of 2000 (CIPA)) 

47 C.F.R. § 54.520 (FCC rules implementing CIPA) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.031 (School Student Bullying Policy) 

Minn. Stat. § 125B.15 (Internet Access for Students) 

Minn. Stat. § 125B.26 (Telecommunications/Internet Access Equity Act) 

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Cmty. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503, 89 S.Ct. 733, 

21 L.Ed.2d 731 (1969) 

United States v. Amer. Library Assoc., 539 U.S. 194, 123 S.Ct. 2297, 56 

L.Ed.2d 221 (2003) 

Doninger v. Niehoff, 527 F.3d 41 (2nd Cir. 2008) 

R.S. v. Minnewaska Area Sch. Dist. No. 2149, No. 12-588, 2012 WL 

3870868 (D. Minn. 2012) 

Tatro v. Univ. of Minnesota, 800 N.W.2d 811 (Minn. App. 2011), aff’d on 

other grounds 816 N.W.2d 509 (Minn. 2012) 

S.J.W. v. Lee’s Summit R-7 Sch. Dist., 696 F.3d 771 (8th Cir. 2012) 

Kowalski v. Berkeley County Sch., 652 F.3d 565 (4th Cir. 2011) 

Layshock v. Hermitage Sch. Dist., 650 F.3d 205 (3rd Cir. 2011) 

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc. v. Camdenton 

R-III Sch. Dist., 853 F.Supp.2d 888 (W.D. Mo. 2012) 

M.T. v. Cent. York Sch. Dist., 937 A.2d 538 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 2007) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal 

of School District Employees) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data) 
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524 INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE AND SAFETY POLICY 

 

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues.] 

 

I. PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this policy is to set forth policies and guidelines for access to the school 

district computer system and acceptable and safe use of the Internet, including electronic 

communications. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 

In making decisions regarding student and employee access to the school district 

computer system and the Internet, including electronic communications, the school 

district considers its own stated educational mission, goals, and objectives.  Electronic 

information research skills are now fundamental to preparation of citizens and future 

employees.  Access to the school district computer system and to the Internet enables 

students and employees to explore thousands of libraries, databases, bulletin boards, and 

other resources while exchanging messages with people around the world.  The school 

district expects that faculty will blend thoughtful use of the school district computer 

system and the Internet throughout the curriculum and will provide guidance and 

instruction to students in their use. 

 

III. LIMITED EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE 

 

The school district is providing students and employees with access to the school district 

computer system, which includes Internet access.  The purpose of the system is more 

specific than providing students and employees with general access to the Internet.  The 

school district system has a limited educational purpose, which includes use of the system 

for classroom activities, educational research, and professional or career development 

activities.  Users are expected to use Internet access through the district system to further 

educational and personal goals consistent with the mission of the school district and 

school policies. Uses which might be acceptable on a user’s private personal account on 

another system may not be acceptable on this limited-purpose network. 

 

IV. USE OF SYSTEM IS A PRIVILEGE 

 

The use of the school district system and access to use of the Internet is a privilege, not a 

right.  Depending on the nature and degree of the violation and the number of previous 

violations, unacceptable use of the school district system or the Internet may result in one 

or more of the following consequences:  suspension or cancellation of use or access 

privileges; payments for damages and repairs; discipline under other appropriate school 

district policies, including suspension, expulsion, exclusion, or termination of 
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employment; or civil or criminal liability under other applicable laws. 

 

V. UNACCEPTABLE USES 

 

A. While not an exhaustive list, Tthe following uses of the school district system and 

Internet resources or accounts are considered unacceptable: 

 

1. Users will not use the school district system to access, review, upload, 

download, store, print, post, receive, transmit, or distribute: 

 

a. pornographic, obscene, or sexually explicit material or other visual 

depictions that are harmful to minors; 

 

b. obscene, abusive, profane, lewd, vulgar, rude, inflammatory, 

threatening, disrespectful, or sexually explicit language; 

 

c. materials that use language or images that are inappropriate in the 

education setting or disruptive to the educational process; 

 

d. information or materials that could cause damage or danger of 

disruption to the educational process; 

 

e. materials that use language or images that advocate violence or 

discrimination toward other people (hate literature) or that may 

constitute harassment or discrimination. 

 

2. Users will not use the school district system to knowingly or recklessly 

post, transmit, or distribute false or defamatory information about a person 

or organization, or to harass another person, or to engage in personal 

attacks, including prejudicial or discriminatory attacks. 

 

3. Users will not use the school district system to engage in any illegal act or 

violate any local, state, or federal statute or law. 

 

4. Users will not use the school district system to vandalize, damage, or 

disable the property of another person or organization, will not make 

deliberate attempts to degrade or disrupt equipment, software, or system 

performance by spreading computer viruses or by any other means, will 

not tamper with, modify, or change the school district system software, 

hardware, or wiring or take any action to violate the school district’s 

security  system, and will not use the school district system in such a way 

as to disrupt the use of the system by other users. 

 

5. Users will not use the school district system to gain unauthorized access to 

information resources or to access another person’s materials, information, 

or files without the implied or direct permission of that person. 

 

6. Users will not use the school district system to post private information 
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about another person, personal contact information about themselves or 

other persons, or other personally identifiable information, including, but 

not limited to, addresses, telephone numbers, school addresses, work 

addresses, identification numbers, account numbers, access codes or 

passwords, labeled photographs, or other information that would make the 

individual’s identity easily traceable, and will not repost a message that 

was sent to the user privately without permission of the person who sent 

the message.  [Note: School districts should consider the impact of this 

paragraph on present practices and procedures, including, but not 

limited to, practices pertaining to employee communications, school or 

classroom websites, and student/employee use of social networking 

websites.  Depending upon school district policies and practices, school 

districts may wish to add one or more of the following clarifying 

paragraphs.] 

 

a. This paragraph does not prohibit the posting of employee contact 

information on school district webpages or communications 

between employees and other individuals when such 

communications are made for education-related purposes (i.e., 

communications with parents or other staff members related to 

students). 

 

b. Employees creating or posting school-related webpages may 

include personal contact information about themselves on a 

webpage. However, employees may not post personal contact 

information or other personally identifiable information about 

students unless: 

 

(1) such information is classified by the school district as 

directory information and verification is made that the 

school district has not received notice from a 

parent/guardian or eligible student that such information is 

not to be designated as directory information in accordance 

with Policy 515; or 

 

(2) such information is not classified by the school district as 

directory information but written consent for release of the 

information to be posted has been obtained from a 

parent/guardian or eligible student in accordance with 

Policy 515. 

 

In addition, prior to posting any personal contact or personally 

identifiable information on a school-related webpage, employees 

shall obtain written approval of the content of the postings from 

the building administrator. 

 

c. These prohibitions specifically prohibit a user from utilizing the 

school district system to post personal information about a user or 
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another individual on social networks, including, but not limited to, 

social networks such as “Facebook,” “Twitter,” “Instagram,” 

“Snapchat,” “TikTok,”and “Reddit,” and similar websites or 

applications. 

 

7. Users must keep all account information and passwords on file with the 

designated school district official.  Users will not attempt to gain 

unauthorized access to the school district system or any other system 

through the school district system, attempt to log in through another 

person’s account, or use computer accounts, access codes, or network 

identification other than those assigned to the user.  Messages and records 

on the school district system may not be encrypted without the permission 

of appropriate school authorities. 

 

8. Users will not use the school district system to violate copyright laws or 

usage licensing agreements, or otherwise to use another person’s property 

without the person’s prior approval or proper citation, including the 

downloading or exchanging of pirated software or copying software to or 

from any school computer, and will not plagiarize works they find on the 

Internet. 

 

9. Users will not use the school district system for conducting business, for 

unauthorized commercial purposes, or for financial gain unrelated to the 

mission of the school district. Users will not use the school district system 

to offer or provide goods or services or for product advertisement.  Users 

will not use the school district system to purchase goods or services for 

personal use without authorization from the appropriate school district 

official. 

 

10. Users will not use the school district system to engage in bullying or 

cyberbullying in violation of the school district’s Bullying Prohibition 

Policy (MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514). This prohibition includes using 

any technology or other electronic communication off school premises to 

the extent that student learning or the school environment is substantially 

and materially disrupted. 

 

B. The school district has a special interest in regulating off-campus speech that 

materially disrupts classwork or involves substantial disorder or invasion of the 

rights of others. A student or employee engaging in the foregoing unacceptable 

uses of the Internet when off school district premises also may be in violation of 

this policy as well as other school district policies.  Examples of such violations 

may include, but are not limited to, situations serious or severe bullying or 

harassment targeting particular individuals, threats aimed at teachers or other 

students, failure to follow rules concerning lessons, the writing of papers, the use 

of computers, or participation in other online school activities, and breaches of 

school security devices. where the school district system is compromised or if a 

school district employee or student is negatively impacted.  If the school district 

receives a report of an unacceptable use originating from a non-school computer 
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or resource, the school district may investigate such reports to the best of its 

ability.  Students or employees may be subject to disciplinary action for such 

conduct, including, but not limited to, suspension or cancellation of the use or 

access to the school district computer system and the Internet and discipline under 

other appropriate school district policies, including suspension, expulsion, 

exclusion, or termination of employment. 

 

C. If a user inadvertently accesses unacceptable materials or an unacceptable Internet 

site, the user shall immediately disclose the inadvertent access to an appropriate 

school district official.  In the case of a school district employee, the immediate 

disclosure shall be to the employee’s immediate supervisor and/or the building 

administrator.  This disclosure may serve as a defense against an allegation that 

the user has intentionally violated this policy.  In certain rare instances, a user also 

may access otherwise unacceptable materials if necessary to complete an 

assignment and if done with the prior approval of and with appropriate guidance 

from the appropriate teacher or, in the case of a school district employee, the 

building administrator. 

 

VI. FILTER 

 

[Note: Pursuant to state law, school districts are required to restrict access to inappropriate 

materials on school computers with Internet access.  School districts which seeking technology 

revenue pursuant to Minnesota. Statutes. §section 125B.26 or certain federal funding, such as 

e-rate discounts, for purposes of Internet access and connection services and/or receive funds 

to purchase Internet accessible computers are subject to the federal Children’s Internet 

Protection Act, effective in 2001.  Those districts are required to comply with additional 

standards in restricting possible access to inappropriate materials.  Therefore, school districts 

should select one of the following alternative sections depending upon whether the school 

district is seeking such funding and the type of funding sought.] 

 

ALTERNATIVE NO. 1 

 

[Note:  For a school district whichthat does not seek either state or federal funding in 

connection with its computer system, the following language should be adopted.  It reflects a 

mandatory requirement under state law, Minnesota. Statutes. §section 125B.15.] 

 

All computers equipped with Internet access and available for student use at each school site will 

be equipped to restrict, by use of available software filtering technology or other effective 

methods, all student access to materials that are reasonably believed to be obscene, child 

pornography or harmful to minors under state or federal law.  Software filtering technology shall 

be narrowly tailored and shall not discriminate based on viewpoint. 

 

[Note: The purchase of filtering technology is not required by state law if the school site would 

incur more than incidental expense in making the purchase. In the absence of filtering 

technology, school sites still are required to use “other effective methods” to restrict student 

access to such materials.] 
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ALTERNATIVE NO. 2 

 

[Note:  Technology revenue is available to school districts that meet the additional condition of 

also restricting adult access to inappropriate materials.  School districts that seek such state 

technology revenue may adopt or retain the following language.  However, the school district 

is not required to do so.] 

 

A. All school district computers with Internet access and available for student use 

will be equipped to restrict, by use of available software filtering technology or 

other effective methods, all student access to materials that are reasonably 

believed to be obscene, child pornography or harmful to minors under state or 

federal law. 

 

B. All school district computers with Internet access, not just those accessible and 

available to students, will be equipped to restrict, by use of available software 

filtering technology or other effective methods, adult access to materials that are 

reasonably believed to be obscene or child pornography under state or federal 

law. 

 

C. Software filtering technology shall be narrowly tailored and shall not discriminate 

based on viewpoint. 

 

ALTERNATIVE NO. 3 

 

[Note:  School districts which that receive certain federal funding, such as e-rate discounts, 

for purposes of Internet access and connection services and/or receive funds to purchase 

Internet accessible computers are subject to the federal Children’s Internet Protection Act, 

effective in 2001.  This law requires school districts to adopt an Internet safety policy 

whichthat contains the provisions set forth below.  Also, the Act requires such school districts 

to provide reasonable notice and hold at least one public hearing or meeting to address the 

proposed Internet safety policy prior to its implementation.  School districts that do not seek 

such federal financial assistance need not adopt the alternative language set forth below nor 

meet the requirements with respect to a public meeting to review the policy.  The following 

alternative language for school districts that seek such federal financial assistance satisfies 

both state and federal law requirements.] 

 

A. With respect to any of its computers with Internet access, the school district will 

monitor the online activities of both minors and adults and employ technology 

protection measures during any use of such computers by minors and adults.  The 

technology protection measures utilized will block or filter Internet access to any 

visual depictions that are: 

 

1. Obscene; 

 

2. Child pornography; or 

 

3. Harmful to minors. 
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B. The term “harmful to minors” means any picture, image, graphic image file, or 

other visual depiction that: 

  

1. Taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest 

in nudity, sex, or excretion; or 

 

2. Depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect 

to what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual 

contact, actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd 

exhibition of the genitals; and 

 

3. Taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific 

value as to minors. 

 

C. Software filtering technology shall be narrowly tailored and shall not discriminate 

based on viewpoint. 

 

D. An administrator, supervisor, or other person authorized by the Superintendent 

may disable the technology protection measure, during use by an adult, to enable 

access for bona fide research or other lawful purposes. 

 

E. The school district will educate students about appropriate online behavior, 

including interacting with other individuals on social networking websites and in 

chat rooms and cyberbullying awareness and response. 

 

[Note: Although school districts are not required to adopt the more restrictive provisions 

contained in either Alternative No. 2 or No. 3 if they do not seek state or federal funding, they 

may choose to adopt the more restrictive provisions as a matter of school policy.] 

 

VII. CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER SCHOOL POLICIES 

 

Use of the school district computer system and use of the Internet shall be consistent with 

school district policies and the mission of the school district. 

 

VIII. LIMITED EXPECTATION OF PRIVACY 

 

A. By authorizing use of the school district system, the school district does not 

relinquish control over materials on the system or contained in files on the system.  

Users should expect only limited privacy in the contents of personal files on the 

school district system. 

 

B. Routine maintenance and monitoring of the school district system may lead to a 

discovery that a user has violated this policy, another school district policy, or the 

law. 

 

C. An individual investigation or search will be conducted if school authorities have 

a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law or school 

district policy. 
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D. Parents may have the right at any time to investigate or review the contents of 

their child’s files and e-mail files in accordance with the school district’s 

Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records Policy.  Parents have the right to request 

the termination of their child’s individual account at any time. 

 

E. School district employees should be aware that the school district retains the right 

at any time to investigate or review the contents of their files and e-mail files.  In 

addition, school district employees should be aware that data and other materials 

in files maintained on the school district system may be subject to review, 

disclosure or discovery under Minnesota. Statutes. Chapter. 13 (the Minnesota 

Government Data Practices Act). 

 

F. The school district will cooperate fully with local, state and federal authorities in 

any investigation concerning or related to any illegal activities or activities not in 

compliance with school district policies conducted through the school district 

system. 

 

IX. INTERNET USE AGREEMENT 

 

A. The proper use of the Internet, and the educational value to be gained from proper 

Internet use, is the joint responsibility of students, parents, and employees of the 

school district. 

 

B. This policy requires the permission of and supervision by the school’s designated 

professional staff before a student may use a school account or resource to access 

the Internet. 

 

C. The Internet Use Agreement form for students must be read and signed by the 

user, the parent or guardian, and the supervising teacher.  The Internet Use 

Agreement form for employees must be signed by the employee.  The form must 

then be filed at the school office.  As supervising teachers change, the agreement 

signed by the new teacher shall be attached to the original agreement. 

 

X. LIMITATION ON SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY 

 

Use of the school district system is at the user’s own risk.  The system is provided on an 

“as is, as available” basis.  The school district will not be responsible for any damage 

users may suffer, including, but not limited to, loss, damage, or unavailability of data 

stored on school district diskettes, tapes, hard drives, or servers, or for delays or changes 

in or interruptions of service or misdeliveries or nondeliveries of information or 

materials, regardless of the cause. The school district is not responsible for the accuracy 

or quality of any advice or information obtained through or stored on the school district 

system.  The school district will not be responsible for financial obligations arising 

through unauthorized use of the school district system or the Internet. 
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XI. USER NOTIFICATION 

 

A. All users shall be notified of the school district policies relating to Internet use. 

 

B. This notification shall include the following: 

 

1. Notification that Internet use is subject to compliance with school district 

policies. 

 

2. Disclaimers limiting the school district’s liability relative to: 

 

a. Information stored on school district diskettes, hard drives, or 

servers. 

 

b. Information retrieved through school district computers, networks, 

or online resources. 

 

c. Personal property used to access school district computers, 

networks, or online resources. 

 

d. Unauthorized financial obligations resulting from use of school 

district resources/accounts to access the Internet. 

 

3. A description of the privacy rights and limitations of school 

sponsored/managed Internet accounts. 

 

4. Notification that, even though the school district may use technical means 

to limit student Internet access, these limits do not provide a foolproof 

means for enforcing the provisions of this acceptable use policy. 

 

5. Notification that goods and services can be purchased over the Internet 

that could potentially result in unwanted financial obligations and that any 

financial obligation incurred by a student through the Internet is the sole 

responsibility of the student and/or the student’s parents. 

 

6. Notification that the collection, creation, reception, maintenance, and 

dissemination of data via the Internet, including electronic 

communications, is governed by Policy 406, Public and Private Personnel 

Data Policy, and Policy 515, Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records 

Policy. 

 

7. Notification that, should the user violate the school district’s acceptable 

use policy, the user’s access privileges may be revoked, school 

disciplinary action may be taken and/or appropriate legal action may be 

taken. 

 

8. Notification that all provisions of the acceptable use policy are subordinate 

to local, state, and federal laws. 
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XII. PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY; NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT INTERNET 

USE 

 

A. Outside of school, parents bear responsibility for the same guidance of Internet 

use as they exercise with information sources such as television, telephones, 

radio, movies, and other possibly offensive media.  Parents are responsible for 

monitoring their student’s use of the school district system and of the Internet if 

the student is accessing the school district system from home or a remote location. 

 

B. Parents will be notified that their students will be using school district 

resources/accounts to access the Internet and that the school district will provide 

parents the option to request alternative activities not requiring Internet access.  

This notification should include: 

 

1. A copy of the user notification form provided to the student user. 

 

2. A description of parent/guardian responsibilities. 

 

3. A notification that the parents have the option to request alternative 

educational activities not requiring Internet access and the material to 

exercise this option. 

 

4. A statement that the Internet Use Agreement must be signed by the user, 

the parent or guardian, and the supervising teacher prior to use by the 

student. 

 

5. A statement that the school district’s acceptable use policy is available for 

parental review. 

 

XIII. IMPLEMENTATION; POLICY REVIEW 

 

A. The school district administration may develop appropriate user notification 

forms, guidelines, and procedures necessary to implement this policy for 

submission to the school board for approval.  Upon approval by the school board, 

such guidelines, forms, and procedures shall be an addendum to this policy. 

 

B. The administration shall revise the user notifications, including student and parent 

notifications, if necessary, to reflect the adoption of these guidelines and 

procedures. 

 

C. The school district Internet policies and procedures are available for review by all 

parents, guardians, staff, and members of the community. 

 

D. Because of the rapid changes in the development of the Internet, the school board 

shall conduct an annual review of this policy. 
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Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act 

15 U.S.C. § 6501 et seq. (Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act) 

17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. (Copyrights) 

20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) 

47 U.S.C. § 254 (Children’s Internet Protection Act of 2000 (CIPA)) 

47 C.F.R. § 54.520 (FCC rules implementing CIPA) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.031 (School Student Bullying Policy) 

Minn. Stat. § 125B.15 (Internet Access for Students)  

Minn. Stat. § 125B.26 (Telecommunications/Internet Access Equity Act) 

Mahanoy Area Sch. Dist. Vv. B.L., 594 U.S. ___ , 141 S. Ct. 2038 (2021) 

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Cmty. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503, 89 S.Ct. 733, 

21 L.Ed.2d 731 (1969) 

United States v. Amer. Library Assoc., 539 U.S. 194, 123 S.Ct. 2297, 56 

L.Ed.2d 221 (2003) 

Doninger v. Niehoff, 527 F.3d 41 (2nd Cir. 2008) 

Sagehorn v. Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 728, 122 F.Supp.2d 842 (D. Minn. 2015) 

R.S. v. Minnewaska Area Sch. Dist. No. 2149, No. 12-588, 2012 WL 

3870868  894 F.Supp.2d 1128 (D. Minn. 2012) 

Tatro v. Univ. of Minnesota, 800 N.W.2d 811 (Minn. App. 2011), aff’d on 

other grounds 816 N.W.2d 509 (Minn. 2012) 

S.J.W. v. Lee’s Summit R-7 Sch. Dist., 696 F.3d 771 (8th Cir. 2012) 

Kowalski v. Berkeley County Sch., 652 F.3d 565 (4th Cir. 2011) 

Layshock v. Hermitage Sch. Dist., 650 F.3d 205 (3rd Cir. 2011) 

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc. v. Camdenton 

R-III Sch. Dist., 853 F.Supp.2d 888 (W.D. Mo. 2012) 

M.T. v. Cent. York Sch. Dist., 937 A.2d 538 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 2007) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal 

of School District Employees) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored 

Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514 (Bullying Prohibition Policy) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil 

Records) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 519 (Interviews of Students by Outside 

Agencies) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination 

Grievance Procedures and ProcessStudent Sex Nondiscrimination) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603 (Curriculum Development) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 606 (Textbooks and Instructional Materials) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 806 (Crisis Management Policy) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 904 (Distribution of Materials on School 

District Property by Nonschool Persons) 



5. 425 Staff Development 
• Q: New language that was added spells out 

specific types of teachers, is it required, 
or can it just say "teachers" (pg 5, letter 
E)
 

• A: MSBA response: This language is a direct 
quote from Minnesota Statute 122A.70
 

• Q: How are the tasks outlined in Section II 
(page 1) being accomplished?
 

• A: from K.Oliphant   "On an annual basis, 
we gather representatives from site 
leadership teams, non-teaching staff (ESP, 
Custodial, Food Service, Health Associate), 
and administration to provide input and 
develop goals for staff development that 
align with strategic, program, or 
department initiatives. The staff 
development budget is allocated to support 
these goals and initiatives on an annual 
basis. These teams do not involve parents 
and it would not be a prudent use of parent 
time to be involved at this planning level. 
I use TLAC as the committee that received 
information related to site improvement 
plans and aligned staff development 
activities."
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425 STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
 

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.] 
 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish a staff development program and structure to 

carry out planning and reporting on staff development that supports improved student 

learning. 

 

II. ADVISORY STAFF DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND SITE 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TEAMS 
 

A. The school board will establish a Staff Development Advisory Committee to 

develop a District Staff Development Plan, assist Site Professional Development 

Teams in developing a site plan consistent with the goals of the District Plan, and 

evaluate staff development efforts at the site level. 

 

1. The majority of the membership of the Advisory Staff Development 

Committee shall consist of teachers representing various grade levels, 

subject areas, and special education. The Committee also will include 

nonteaching staff, parents, and administrators. 

 

B. The district will establish Site Professional Development Teams. 

 

1. Administrators will determine the Site Professional Development Teams 

based on site and staff need. 

 

2. The majority of the Site Professional Development Teams shall be 

teachers representing various grade levels, subject areas, and special 

education. 

 

III. DISTRICT STAFF DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 

A. The Staff Development Advisory Committee will develop a District Staff 

Development Plan. This plan will be reviewed by the school board on an annual 

basis as part of the district strategic road map; 

 

B. The District Staff Development Plan will address: 

 

1. Goals and desired outcomes that are aligned with the district’s strategic 

initiatives; 

 

[Note: The board-determined education outcomes for your district could be 

inserted here.] 
 

2. The means to achieve the goals and desired outcomes;  
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3. The process for evaluating progress at each school site toward meeting 

educational outcomes.  

 

 

4. The Staff Development Plan will also: 

 

a. Support stable and productive professional communities achieved 

through ongoing and schoolwide progress and growth in teaching 

practice; 

 

b. Emphasize coaching, professional learning communities, 

classroom action research, and other job-embedded models; 

 

c. Maintain a strong subject matter focus premised on students’ 

learning goals consistent with Minn. Stat. § 120B.125; 

 

d. Ensure specialized preparation and learning about issues related to 

teaching students with special needs and limited English 

proficiency; and  

 

e. Reinforce national and state standards of effective teaching 

practice. 

 

C.  The Staff Development Advisory Committee will assist Site Professional 

Development Teams in developing a site plan consistent with the goals and desired 

outcomes of the Staff Development Plan. 

 

D.  The Staff Development Advisory Committee will annually evaluate staff 

development efforts at the site level and the extent to which staff at the site have 

met the goals and desired outcomes of the District Staff Development Plan. 

 

E. The Staff Development Advisory Committee shall assist the school district in 

preparing any reports required by the Department of Education relating to staff 

development. 

 

IV. STAFF DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 

  

A. The Staff Development Plan and district practices will support ongoing staff 

development activities that contribute toward continuous improvement in 

achievement of the following goals: 

 

1. Improve student achievement of state and local education 

standards in all areas of the curriculum by using best practices 

methods; 

 

2. Effectively meet the needs of a diverse student population, 

including at-risk children, children with disabilities, and gifted 

children, within the regular classroom and other settings; 
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3. Provide an inclusive curriculum for a racially, ethnically, and 

culturally diverse student population that is consistent with state 

education diversity rule and the district’s education diversity plan; 

 

4. Improve staff collaboration and develop mentoring and peer 

coaching programs for teachers new to the school or district; 

 

5. Effectively teach and model violence prevention policy and 

curriculum that address early intervention alternatives, issues of 

harassment, and teach nonviolent alternatives for conflict 

resolution; 

 

6. Effectively deliver digital and blended learning and curriculum and 

engage students with technology; and 

 

7. Provide teachers and other members of the site-based management 

teams with appropriate management and financial management 

skills; 

 

 B. Staff Development Activities will include: 

 

   1.  Focus on the school classroom and research-based strategies that improve 

student learning; 

 

  2.  Provide opportunities for teachers to practice and improve their 

instructional skills over time; 

  

  3.  Provide opportunities for teachers to use student data as part of their daily 

work to increase student achievement; 

 

  4. Enhance teacher content knowledge and instructional skills, including to 

accommodate the delivery of digital and blended learning and curriculum 

and engage students with technology; 

 

  5. Align with state and local academic standards; 

 

  6. Provide opportunities to build professional relationships, foster 

collaboration among principals and staff who provide instruction, and 

provide opportunities for teacher-to-teacher mentoring; and 

 

  7. Align with the plan, if any, of the district or site for an alternative teacher 

professional pay system. 

 

 C. Staff development activities may include curriculum development and curriculum 

training programs and activities that provide teachers and other members of site-

based teams training to enhance team performance. 
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 D. The school district may implement other staff development activities required by 

law and activities associated with professional teacher compensation models. 

 

V. STAFF DEVELOPMENT FUNDING  
 

A. Unless the school district is in statutory operating debt or a majority of the school 

board and a majority of its licensed teachers annually vote to waive the 

requirement to reserve basic revenue for staff development, the school district will 

reserve an amount equal to at least two percent of its basic revenue for:   

 

 1. in-service education for violence prevention programs to help students learn 

how to resolve conflicts within their families and communities in non-violent, 

effective ways;  

 

 2. staff development plans;  

 

 3. curriculum development and programs;  

 

 4. other in-service education;  

 

 5. teachers’ workshops;  

 

 6. teacher conferences;  

 

 7. the cost of substitute teachers for staff development purposes; preservice and 

in-service education for special education professionals and paraprofessionals; 

and  

 

 8. other related costs for staff development efforts.   

 

 B. The school district also may use the revenue reserved for staff development for 

grants to the school district’s teachers to pay for coursework and training leading 

to certification as either a college in the schools teacher or a concurrent 

enrollment teacher.  In order to receive a grant, the teacher must be enrolled in a 

program that includes coursework and training focused on teaching a core subject. 

 

C. The school district may, in its discretion, expend an additional amount of 

unreserved revenue for staff development based on its needs. 

 

D. Release time provided for teachers to supervise students on field trips and school 

activities, or independent tasks not associated with enhancing the teacher’s 

knowledge and instructional skills, such as preparing report cards, calculating 

grades, or organizing classroom materials, may not be counted as staff 

development time that is financed with staff development reserved revenue under 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.61. 

 

VI. PROCEDURE FOR USE OF STAFF DEVELOPMENT FUNDS 
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A. On an annual basis, the Staff Development Advisory Committee, with the 

assistance of the Site Professional Development Teams, shall prepare a projected 

budget setting forth proposals for allocating staff development funds reserved for 

each school site.  Such budgets shall include, but not be limited to, projections as 

to the cost of building site training programs, costs of individual staff seminars, 

and cost of substitutes. 

 

B. Upon approval of the budget by the school board, the Advisory Committee shall 

be responsible for monitoring the use of such funds in accordance with the Staff 

Development Plan and budget. The requested use of staff development funds must 

meet or make progress toward the goals and objectives of the Staff Development 

Plan. All costs/expenditures will be reviewed by the superintendent [or designee] 

for consistency with the Staff Development Plan on an annual basis. 

 

C. Individual requests from staff for leave to attend staff development activities shall 

be submitted and reviewed according to school district policy, staff procedures, 

contractual agreement, and the effect on school district operations.  Failure to 

timely submit such requests may be cause for denial of the request. 

 

VII. REPORTING 
 

A. The school district designee, in partnership with the Staff Development Advisory 

Committee, shall prepare a report of the previous fiscal year’s staff development 

activities and expenditures as part of the school district’s world’s best workforce 

report. 

 

1. The report must include assessment and evaluation data indicating 

progress toward district and site staff development goals based on teaching 

and learning outcomes, including the percentage of teachers and other 

staff involved in instruction who participate in effective staff development 

activities.  The report will provide a breakdown of expenditures for: 

 

a. Curriculum development and curriculum training programs;  

 

b. Staff development training models, workshops, and conferences; 

and 

 

c. The cost of releasing teachers or providing substitute teachers for 

staff development purposes. 

 

  2.  The report also must indicate whether the expenditures were incurred at 

the district level or the school site level and whether the school site 

expenditures were made possible by the grants to school sites that 

demonstrate exemplary use of allocated staff development revenue.  These 

expenditures must be reported using the uniform financial and accounting 

and reporting standards (UFARS). 

 

B. The school district will utilize the reporting form and/or system designated by the 
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Commissioner. The report will be signed by the superintendent and staff 

development chair. 

 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.41 (Length of School Year; Days of Instruction) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.415 (Extended School Calendar) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to 

Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.22, Subd. 2 (Violence Prevention Education) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.18, Subd. 4 (Board to Issue Licenses; Expiration and 

Renewal) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subds. 7 and 7a (Employment; Contracts; 

Termination - Additional Staff Development and Salary) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.41, Subds. 4 and 4a (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the 

First Class; Definitions - Additional Staff Development and Salary) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.60 (Staff Development Program) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.61 (Reserved Revenue for Staff Development) 

Minn. Stat. § 126C.10, Subds. 2 and 2b (General Education Revenue) 

Minn. Stat. § 126C.13, Subd. 5 (General Education Levy and Aid) 

 

Cross References:  
 

Policy Adopted:  May 12, 2008 

Revised: June 2011 / August 2015 / February 2020 

Independent School District No. 110 

Waconia, MN 
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Adopted:                              MSBA/MASA Model Policy 425
Orig. 2001

Revised:                               Rev. 201621

425 STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND MENTORING

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish a staff development program and structure to carry 
out planning and reporting on staff development that supports improved student learning.

II. ADVISORY STAFF DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND SITE 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TEAMS

A. The school board will establish an Advisory Staff Development Committee to 
develop a Staff Development Plan, assist Site Professional Development Teams in 
developing a site plan consistent with the goals of the Staff Development Plan, and 
evaluate staff development efforts at the site level.

1. The majority of the membership of the Advisory Staff Development 
Committee shall consist of teachers representing various grade levels, 
subject areas, and special education. The Committee also will include 
nonteaching staff, parents, and administrators.

2. Members of the Advisory Staff Development Committee shall be appointed 
by the school board. Committee members shall serve a two-year term* 
based upon nominations by board members, teachers, and 
paraprofessionals. The school board shall appoint replacement members of 
the Advisory Staff Development Committee as soon as possible following 
the resignation, death, serious illness, or removal of a member from the 
Committee.

B. The school board will establish the Site Professional Development Teams.

1. Members of the Site Professional Development Teams will be appointed by 
the school board. Team members shall serve a two-year term* based upon 
nominations by board members, teachers, and paraprofessionals. The 
school board shall appoint replacement members of the Site Professional 
Development Teams as soon as possible following the resignation, death, 
serious illness, or removal of a member from the Team.

* This time period may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.
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2. The majority of the Site Professional Development Teams shall be teachers 
representing various grade levels, subject areas, and special education.

III. DUTIES OF THE ADVISORY STAFF DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

A. The Advisory Staff Development Committee will develop a Staff Development 
Plan whichthat will be reviewed and subject to approval by the school board twice 
a year.*

B. The Staff Development Plan must contain the following elements:

1. Staff development outcomes whichthat are consistent with the education 
outcomes as may be determined periodically by the school board;

[Note: The board-determined education outcomes for your district could be 
inserted here.]

2. The means to achieve the Staff Development outcomes; 

3. The procedures for evaluating progress at each school site toward meeting 
educational outcomes consistent with relicensure requirements under 
Minnesota. Statutes.,  §section 122A.187, Subd. 4;

4. Ongoing staff development activities that contribute toward continuous 
improvement in achievement of the following goals:

a. Improve student achievement of state and local education standards 
in all areas of the curriculum, including areas of regular academic 
and applied and experiential learning, by using research-based best 
practices methods;

b. Effectively meet the needs of a diverse student population, including 
at-risk children, children with disabilities, English learners, and 
gifted children, within the regular classroom, applied and 
experiential learning settings, and other settings;

c. Provide an inclusive curriculum for a racially, ethnically, 
linguistically, and culturally diverse student population that is 
consistent with state education diversity rule and the district’s 
education diversity plan;

d. Improve staff collaboration and develop mentoring and peer 
coaching programs for teachers new to the school or district;

* This time period may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.



425-3

e. Effectively teach and model violence prevention policy and 
curriculum that address early intervention alternatives, issues of 
harassment, and teach nonviolent alternatives for conflict resolution;

f. Effectively deliver digital and blended learning and curriculum and 
engage students with technology; and

g. Provide teachers and other members of site-based management 
teams with appropriate management and financial management 
skills.

5. The Staff Development Plan also must:

a. Support stable and productive professional communities achieved 
through ongoing and schoolwide progress and growth in teaching 
practice;

b. Emphasize coaching, professional learning communities, classroom 
action research, and other job-embedded models;

c. Maintain a strong subject matter focus premised on students’ 
learning goals consistent with Minnesota. Statutes. §section 
120B.125;

d. Ensure specialized preparation and learning about issues related to 
teaching English learners and students with special needs by 
focusing on long-term systemic efforts to improve educational 
services and opportunities and raise student achievement; and

e. Reinforce national and state standards of effective teaching practice.

6. Staff development activities must:

a. Focus on the school classroom and research-based strategies that 
improve student learning;

b. Provide opportunities for teachers to practice and improve their 
instructional skills over time;

c. Provide opportunities for teachers to use student data as part of their 
daily work to increase student achievement;

d. Enhance teacher content knowledge and instructional skills, 
including to accommodate the delivery of digital and blended 
learning and curriculum and engage students with technology;
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e. Align with state and local academic standards;

f. Provide opportunities to build professional relationships, foster 
collaboration among principals and staff who provide instruction, 
and provide opportunities for teacher-to-teacher mentoring;

g. Align with the plan, if any, of the district or site for an alternative 
teacher professional pay system;

h. Provide teachers of English learners, including English as a second 
language, and content teachers with differentiated instructional 
strategies critical for ensuring students long-term academic success, 
the means to effectively use assessment data on the academic 
literacy, oral academic language, and English language 
development of English learners, and skills to support native and 
English language development across the curriculum; and

i. Provide opportunities for staff to learn about current workforce 
trends, the connections between workforce trends and 
postsecondary education, and training options, including career and 
technical education options.

7. Staff development activities may include curriculum development and 
curriculum training programs and activities that provide teachers and other 
members of site-based teams training to enhance team performance.

8. The school district may implement other staff development activities 
required by law and activities associated with professional teacher 
compensation models.

[Note: To the extent the school board offers K-12 teachers the opportunity for more staff 
development training under Minnesota. Statutes. §section 122A.40, Subdivisions. 7 and 
7a, or Minnesota. Statutes. §section 122A.41, Ssubdivisions. 4 and 4a, such additional 
days of staff development should include peer mentoring, peer gathering, continuing 
education, professional development, or other training which enable teachers to achieve 
the staff development outcomes enumerated above in Section III.B.4.]

C. The Advisory Staff Development Committee will assist Site Professional 
Development Teams in developing a site plan consistent with the goals and 
outcomes of the Staff Development Plan.

D. The Advisory Staff Development Committee will evaluate staff development 
efforts at the site level and will report to the school board on a quarterly basis* the 

* This time period may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.
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extent to which staff at the site have met the outcomes of the Staff Development 
Plan.

E. In addition to developing a Staff Development Plan, the Staff Development 
Advisory Committee also must develop teacher mentoring programs for teachers 
new to the profession or school district, including teaching residents, teachers of 
color, teachers who are American Indian, teachers in license shortage areas, 
teachers with special needs, or experienced teachers in need of peer coaching.  
Teacher mentoring programs must be included in or aligned with the school 
district's teacher evaluation and peer review processes under Minnesota Statutes, 
sections 122A.40, subdivision 8 or 122A.41, subdivision 5. 

EF. The Advisory Staff Development Committee shall assist the school district in 
preparing any reports required by the Department of Education relating to staff 
development or teacher mentoring including, but not limited to, the reports 
referenced in Section VII. below.

IV. DUTIES OF THE SITE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

A. Each Site Professional Development Team shall develop a site plan, consistent with 
the goals of the Staff Development Plan. The school board will review the site plans 
for consistency with the Staff Development Plan twice a year.*

B. The Site Professional Development Team must demonstrate to the school board the 
extent to which staff at the site have met the outcomes of the Staff Development 
Plan. The actual reports to the school board can be made by the Advisory Staff 
Development Committee to avoid duplication of effort.

C. If the school board determines that staff development outcomes are not being met, 
it may withhold a portion of the initial allocation of revenue referenced in Section 
V. below.

V. STAFF DEVELOPMENT FUNDING 

A. Unless the school district is in statutory operating debt or a majority of the school 
board and a majority of its licensed teachers annually vote to waive the requirement 
to reserve basic revenue for staff development, the school district will reserve an 
amount equal to at least two percent of its basic revenue for: (1) teacher 
development and evaluation under Minnesota Statutes, section 122A.40, 
Ssubdivision. 8 or 122A.41, Ssubdivision. 5; (2) principal development and 
evaluation under section 123B.147, Ssubdivision. 3; (3) professional development 
under section 122A.60; and (4) in-service education for programs under section 
120B.22, Ssubdivision. 2; and (5) teacher mentorship under section 122A.70, 
subdivision 1. violence prevention programs to help students learn how to resolve 
conflicts within their families and communities in non-violent, effective ways; staff 
development plans; curriculum development and programs; other in-service 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/122A.40#stat.122A.40.8
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/122A.41
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education; teachers’ workshops; teacher conferences; the cost of substitute teachers 
for staff development purposes; preservice and in-service education for special 
education professionals and paraprofessionals; and other related costs for staff 
development efforts.  To the extent extra funds remain, staff development revenue 
may be used for development plans, including plans for challenging instructional 
activities and experiences under section 122A.60, and for curriculum development 
and programs, other in-service education, teacher’s workshops, teacher 
conferences, the cost of substitute teachers for staff development purposes, 
preservice and in-service education for special education professionals and 
paraprofessionals, and other related costs for staff development efforts. The school 
district also may use the revenue reserved for staff development for grants to the 
school district’s teachers to pay for coursework and training leading to certification 
as either a college in the schools teacher or a concurrent enrollment teacher.  In 
order tTo receive a grant, the teacher must be enrolled in a program that includes 
coursework and training focused on teaching a core subject.

B. The school district may, in its discretion, expend an additional amount of 
unreserved revenue for staff development based on its needs.

C. Release time provided for teachers to supervise students on field trips and school 
activities, or independent tasks not associated with enhancing the teacher’s 
knowledge and instructional skills, such as preparing report cards, calculating 
grades, or organizing classroom materials, may not be counted as staff development 
time that is financed with staff development reserved revenue under Minnesota. 
Statutes. §section 122A.61.

D. The school district may use staff development revenue, special grant programs 
established by the legislature, or another funding source to pay a stipend to a mentor 
who may be a current or former teacher who has taught at least three (3) years and 
is not on an improvement plan.  Other initiatives using such funds. or funds 
available under Minnesota Statutes, sections 124D.861 and 124D.862, may 
include:

1. additional stipends as incentives to mentors of color or who are American 
Indian; 

2. financial supports for professional learning community affinity groups 
across schools within and between districts for teachers from 
underrepresented racial and ethnic groups to come together throughout the 
school year;

3. programs for induction aligned with the school district or school mentorship 
program during the first three (3) years of teaching, especially for teachers 
from underrepresented racial and ethnic groups; or

4. grants supporting licensed and nonlicensed educator participation in 
professional development, such as workshops and graduate courses, related 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/124D.861
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/124D.862
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to increasing student achievement for students of color and American Indian 
students in order to close opportunity and achievement gaps.

To the extent the school district receives a grant for any of the above purposes, it 
will negotiate additional retention strategies or protection from unrequested leave 
of absences in the beginning years of employment for teachers of color and teachers 
who are American Indian.  Retention strategies may include providing financial 
incentives for teachers of color and teachers who are American Indian to work in 
the school or district for at least five (5) years and placing American Indian 
educators at sites with other American Indian educators and educators of color at 
sites with other educators of color to reduce isolation and increase opportunity for 
collegial support.

VI. PROCEDURE FOR USE OF STAFF DEVELOPMENT FUNDS

A. On a yearly* basis, the Advisory Staff Development Committee, with the assistance 
of the Site Professional Development Teams, shall prepare a projected budget 
setting forth proposals for allocating staff development and mentoring funds 
reserved for each school site.  Such budgets shall include, but not be limited to, 
projections as to the cost of building site training programs, costs of individual staff 
seminars, and cost of substitutes.

B. Upon approval of the budget by the school board, the Advisory Committee shall be 
responsible for monitoring the use of such funds in accordance with the Staff 
Development Plan and budget. The requested use of staff development funds must 
meet or make progress toward the goals and objectives of the Staff Development 
Plan. All costs/expenditures will be reviewed by the school board and/or 
superintendent for consistency with the Staff Development Plan on a quarterly 
basis.*

C. Individual requests from staff for leave to attend staff development activities shall 
be submitted and reviewed according to school district policy, staff procedures, 
contractual agreement, and the effect on school district operations.  Failure to 
timely submit such requests may be cause for denial of the request.

VII. REPORTING

A. The school district and site staff development committee shall prepare a report of 
the previous fiscal year’s staff development activities and expenditures as part of 
the school district’s world’s best workforce report.

1. The report must include assessment and evaluation data indicating progress 

* This time period may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.
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toward district and site staff development goals based on teaching and 
learning outcomes, including the percentage of teachers and other staff 
involved in instruction who participate in effective staff development 
activities.

2. The report will provide a breakdown of expenditures for:

a. Curriculum development and curriculum training programs; 

b. Staff development training models, workshops, and conferences; 
and

c. The cost of releasing teachers or providing substitute teachers for 
staff development purposes.

The report also must indicate whether the expenditures were incurred at the 
district level or the school site level and whether the school site expenditures 
were made possible by the grants to school sites that demonstrate exemplary 
use of allocated staff development revenue.  These expenditures must be 
reported using the uniform financial and accounting and reporting standards 
(UFARS).

B.3 The report will be signed by the superintendent and staff development chair.

B. To the extent the school district receives a grant for mentorship activities described 
in Section V.D., by June 30 of each year after receiving a grant, the site staff 
development committee must submit a report to the Professional Educator 
Licensing and Standards Board on program efforts that describes mentoring and 
induction activities and assesses the impact of these programs on teacher 
effectiveness and retention.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.41 (Length of School Year; Days of Instruction)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.415 (Extended School Calendar)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to 
Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.22, Ssubd. 2 (Violence Prevention Education)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.187, Subd. 4  (Board to Issue Licenses; Expiration and 
Renewal)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Ssubds. 7,  and 7a and 8 (Employment; Contracts; 
Termination - Additional Staff Development and Salary)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.41, Ssubds. 4,  and 4a and 5 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities 
of the First Class; Definitions - Additional Staff Development and Salary)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.60 (Staff Development Program)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.70 (Teacher Mentorship and Retention of Effective 
Teachers)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.61 (Reserved Revenue for Staff Development)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.147, subd. 3 (Principals)
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Minn. Stat. § 124D.861 (Achievement and Integration for Minnesota)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.862 (Achievement and Integration Revenue)
Minn. Stat. § 126C.10, Ssubds. 2 and 2b (General Education Revenue)
Minn. Stat. § 126C.13, Ssubd. 5 (General Education Levy and Aid)

Cross References: None.
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625  MEDIA AND BOOK SELECTION               
 

 

I. OBJECTIVE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION MEDIA CENTER 

 

      The primary objective of the school and educational media center is to enrich and support the 

educational program of the school.  It is the policy of the school district to provide a wide range of media 

materials on all levels of difficulty, with diversity of appeal, and the presentation of different points of 

view.  The media staff is responsible for organizing and arranging materials to provide easy access, and 

for a continual evaluation of the collection to keep it relevant. 

 

A. Selection of Material for the Media Center Collections 

 

While selection of media materials involves many people, the responsibility of coordinating 

the selection of most media materials and making recommendations to Principals for 

acquisition rests with licensed media personnel.  Critical reviews, recommended lists, 

publishers’ announcements, reading and previewing are all to be used to varying degrees in 

the selection process. 

 

Since the primary objective of the media center is to enrich and support the educational 

program of the school, criteria for media materials selections should reflect this objective.  

Materials for purchase are considered on the basis of: 

 

1. Overall purpose 

2. Authenticity 

3. Timeliness 

4. Degree of permanence 

5. Importance of the subject matter 

6. Quality of the writing/production 

7. Readability and popular appeal 

8. Authoritativeness 

9. Reputation of the publisher/producer 

10. Format and price 

11. School board values 

 

Suggestion from faculty, students and citizens are given consideration. 

 

The school may accept gift materials and integrate them into the general collection if they 

meet selection criteria. 

 

The media center is to contain collections of materials that support the current school 

curriculum.  The center is not designed to become an archive or storehouse of all recorded 

wisdom.  Frequent weeding of materials is necessary to keep the collections current and 

provide shelf space for more useful materials.  Materials that are no longer suitable for 

media collections will be offered to teachers for classroom use or disposed of. 

 

B. Teacher Selected Materials 

 

Materials selected for classroom use may include both print and non-print formats as well 

as fiction and nonfiction.  Classroom materials have as their primary justification the 

support of the curriculum.  Although a textbook may contain the entire curriculum content 

of a course of study, more commonly, a variety of materials are used.  Assumptions 

underlying the latter practice include the following: 



 

 

1.  People usually are better informed for having considered a subject from various points  

     of view. 

 

2.  Students in any subject at any given grade level have wide range of skills and abilities.   

     An equally wide range of materials is needed to match these individual differences. 

 

3.  Access to adequate collections of materials is essential to programs that provide 

     students with independent study time. 

 

4.  Because the curriculum may not include items of personal relevance of students, 

     access to a wide range of materials is essential. 

 

5.  Teachers can be more flexible and creative if a wide variety of materials are available. 

 

C. Philosophy of Selection 

 

Materials are selected to support curriculum.  Every effort is made to select the best from 

all the materials that are available.  Works chosen on the basis of their strengths rather than 

rejected on the basis of their weaknesses.  Most materials are biased to some extent.  Young 

people must learn how to deal with this situation. 

 

If a controversial issue is covered at all in the curriculum or in the media center materials 

representing all sides of that issue are to be included.  Since controversy is a major 

component of modern life, an enlightened citizenry learns to cope with it.  Untested beliefs, 

dogma, and value structures are likely neither to be as valid nor as durable as those which 

have been challenged by conflicting ideas. 

 

A mission of the school is to expose children to ideas – not restrict them; to encourage the 

study of problems – not to hide them.  If an increasing portion of the curriculum is to be 

devoted to issues of real importance to students, many controversial materials will have to 

be provided.  These are the issues about which students seem most to need and want 

information. 

 

No child will be prevented form reading or viewing any school materials in which he/she 

has an interest.  However, reasonable efforts will be made to comply with requests from 

parents that certain materials be withheld from their children.  On the other hand, no child 

shall be forced to read or view any materials to which he/she objects based on a genuinely 

held belief. 

 

 

II.  RECONSIDERATION OF MEDIA AND BOOK SELECTIONS 

 

A.  Occasional objections to materials will be made, despite the quality of the selection process.  

The school board supports principles of intellectual freedom inherent in the First Amendment 

of the Constitution of the United States and expressed in the School Library Bill of Rights of 

the American Association of School librarians, the Library Bill of Rights of the American 

Association, and the Students’ Right to Read of the National Council of Teachers of English.  

 

B.  The school district shall provide a process for members of the school district community to 

seek reconsideration of the use of media and book selections. 

 

C.   The Director of Teaching and Learning shall be responsible for the development of guidelines 

and procedures to identify the steps to be followed to seek reconsideration of the use of media 

and book selections.            



 

Policy Adopted:   June 10, 2002 

Independent School District No. 110 

Waconia, MN  55387 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITIZENS REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF MATERIALS 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT #110 

 

Creator/Author________________________________Type of Material_________________________ 

 

Title_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publisher/Producer, Source____________________   _______________________________________ 

 

Request initiated by_________________________________________Phone____________________ 

 

Complainant represents himself/herself_____________ 

 

And/or (organization or other individuals) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. In which class(es) is this material being assigned? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. To what in the material do you object?  (Please be specific; cite portions) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 3.     What do you feel might be the result of the students’ continued exposure to this material? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4.     For what are the good portions of this material? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What are the good portions of this material? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.    Did you read, view, listen to, or observe the entire material?    Yes________              No_______ 

 

If not, what parts?_______________________________________________________________ 
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606 TEXTBOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for selection of textbooks and 

instructional materials. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school board recognizes that selection of textbooks and instructional materials is a 

vital component of the school district’s curriculum.  The school board also recognizes 

that it has the authority to make final decisions on selection of all textbooks and 

instructional materials. 

 

III. RESPONSIBILITY OF SELECTION 
 

A. While the school board retains its authority to make final decisions on the 

selection of textbooks and instructional materials, the school board recognizes the 

expertise of the professional staff and the vital need of such staff to be primarily 

involved in the recommendation of textbooks and instructional materials.  

Accordingly, the school board delegates to the Director of Teaching and Learning 

the responsibility to direct the professional staff in formulating recommendations 

to the school board on textbooks and other instructional materials. 

 

B. In reviewing textbooks and instructional materials during the selection process, 

the professional staff shall select materials which: 

 

1. support the academic standards and goals of the education programs; 

 

2. consider the needs, age, and maturity of students; 

 

3. foster respect and appreciation for cultural diversity and varied opinion; 

 

4. fit within the constraints of the school district budget; 

 

5. are in the English language.  Another language may be used, pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 124D.61; 

 

6. permit grade-level instruction for students to read and study America’s 

founding documents, including documents that contributed to the 

foundation or maintenance of America’s representative form of limited 

government, the Bill of Rights, our free-market economic system, and 

patriotism; and 

 

7. do not censor or restrain instruction in American or Minnesota state 

history or heritage based on religious references in original source 

documents, writings, speeches, proclamations, or records. 
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C. In addition to formally adopted textbooks and instructional materials, 

supplemental resources are commonly used to augment or enrich instruction at the 

classroom level.  In making these selections, teachers should refer to School 

Board Policy 625 Media and Book Selection for guidance. 

 

D.    The Director of Teaching and Learning shall be responsible for developing 

procedures and guidelines to establish an orderly process for the review and 

recommendation of textbooks and other instructional materials by the professional 

staff.  Such procedures and guidelines shall be coordinated with the school 

district’s curriculum development effort and may utilize the Teaching and 

Learning Advisory Council for input and consideration. 

 

IV. SELECTION OF TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
 

A. The Director of Teaching and Learning shall be responsible for keeping the 

school board informed of progress on the part of staff and others involved in the 

textbook and other instructional materials review and selection process. 

 

B. The Director of Teaching and Learning shall present a recommendation to the 

school board on the selection of textbooks and other instructional materials after 

completion of the review process as outlined in this policy. 

 

V. RECONSIDERATION OF TEXTBOOKS OR OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL 

MATERIALS 
 

A. The school district shall provide a process for members of the school district 

community to seek reconsideration of the use of select textbooks or instructional 

materials. 

 

B. The Director of Teaching and Learning shall be responsible for the development 

of guidelines and procedures to identify the steps to be followed to seek 

reconsideration of textbooks or other instructional materials.  

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 9 (Compulsory Instruction – Curriculum) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.235 (American Heritage Education) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.02, Subd. 2 (General Powers of Independent School 

Districts) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.09, Subd. 8 (School Board Responsibilities) 

Minn. Stat. § 124D.59-124D.61 (Limited English Proficiency) 

Minn. Stat. § 127A.10 (State Officials and School Board Members to be 

Disinterested; Penalty) 

Hazelwood Sch. Dist. v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260, 108 S.Ct. 562, 98 

L.Ed.2d 592 (1988) 

Pratt v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 831, 670 F.2d 771 (8th Cir. 1982) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603 (Curriculum Development) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum) 
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Revised: Dec 2020 
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