
This meeting is a meeting of the Board of Education in public for the purpose of conducting the School District’s business and is not to be 
considered a public community meeting.  There is a time for public participation during the meeting as indicated on the Agenda.

PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION

REGULAR MEETING
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL ROOM #1136, 8135 S. WESTNEDGE, PORTAGE, MICHIGAN 49002

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 PM
AGENDA

VISION STATEMENT
An exceptional, continuously improving learning culture with high expectations, committed to all!

MISSION STATEMENT
Portage Public Schools will educate all students to achieve their potential.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
II. REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
III. REPORTS

1. SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
a. BOND PROJECT UPDATE - FURNITURE DESIGN FOR NEW CEL/HAV

IV. BOARD EDUCATION
1. PRESENTATION OF MONITORING REPORT 1.1 (ELEM) (GP4.4)

V. COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS
1. BY CITIZENS
2. BY BOARD TRUSTEES
3. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS

VI. CONSENT AGENDA
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. NOVEMBER 18, 2024 SPECIAL MEETING & REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
2. PURCHASE OF BUSES

VII. ASSURANCE OF DISTRICT PERFORMANCE - None
VIII. REQUIRED ACTION ITEMS - None
IX. ACTION ITEMS

1. APPROVE PAC COMMITTEE MEMBER (KRESA)
2. CLASSROOM TECHNOLOGY FOR NEW CEL & HAV (OP 6320)
3. RESOLUTIONS OF APPRECIATION (added to agenda at meeting)
4. APPEAL RE CURRICULUM MATERIALS (OP 9130)

X. DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. NEOLA POLICY REVISIONS (BL 0131.1)

XI. ADJOURN
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

II. Revisions/Approval of Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommended  Motion: 

Motion offered by __________, seconded by __________, that the Board of Education 

approve the Agenda as printed (or as amended). 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

III. Reports 

 1. Superintendent’s Report  

  a. Bond Project Update – Furniture Design for New CEL/HAV 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

IV. Board Education 

 1. Presentation of Monitoring Report 1.1 (Elem) (GP 4.4) 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

V. Comments or Communications 

1. By Citizens 

 

 

 

 

 

2. By Board Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Board Committee Reports 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

VI. Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of Minutes 

   a. November 18, 2024 Special Meeting & Regular Business Meeting 

    

 

 

 

  2. Purchase of Buses 

That the Board of Education approve the purchase of three 77-passenger buses, 

one lift bus, and one 77-passenger bus with air conditioning – all from Holland 

Bus – for a total of $727,924, the funds for which will come from the 2019 Bond 

Fund, Proposal #1 Unallocated Contingency. 

 

 

 

 

 

46



   

 

PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

SPECIAL MEETING & REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

NOVEMBER 18, 2024 

 

SPECIAL MEETING 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

November 18, 2024, was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by President Van Antwerp.  The meeting was 

held in Conference Room #1 of the Administration Building.  

 

Board Trustees Present: Emily Crawford, Keith Crowell, Ean Hamilton, Kimberly Larson, Bo Snyder, 

Randy Van Antwerp 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Terri Novaria 

 

Administration Present:  Mark Bielang, Superintendent; Johnny Edwards, Assistant Superintendent of 

Operations; Kelly Jensenius, Director of Elementary Education; Paula Johnson, Director of Finance; 

Samantha Stevens, Business Manager; Brad Galin, Director of Human Resources; Michelle Karpinski, 

Community Relations Manager 

 

Others Present: Representatives from Owen-Ames-Kimball, TowerPinkster, Plante Moran 

(elementary bond project team). 

 

REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA   

Motion offered by Mr. Snyder, seconded by Ms. Larson that the Board of Education approve 

the agenda as printed. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS   

There were no comments or communications. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Planning for Completion of Elementary Bond Projects 

Discussion focused on planning for completion of the elementary bond projects. 

 

The special meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m. 
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REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 
The Regular Business Meeting of the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

November 18, 2024, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Van Antwerp.  The meeting was 

held in Room #1136 of Portage Central High School.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Emily Crawford, Keith Crowell, Ean Hamilton, Kimberly Larson, Bo Snyder, 

Randy Van Antwerp 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Terri Novaria 

 

President Van Antwerp appointed Trustee Crowell as Acting Board Secretary for this meeting. 

 

REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA   

Motion offered by Ms. Hamilton, seconded by Mr. Crowell, that the Board of Education approve 

the agenda as printed. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS 

Superintendent’s Report 

Bond Project Update 

Mr. Johnny Edwards, Assistant Superintendent of Operations, shared images of construction progress 

at the new Central Elementary and Haverhill Elementary sites. 

 

For the new Woodland Elementary project, we are in the construction document phase of the project.  

Owen-Ames-Kimball will put information out for bid in the coming weeks.  We expect to have 

recommendations for this project coming to the Board as early as January 2025. 

 

Financial Report 

Ms. Paula Johnson, Director of Finance, highlighted areas of the General Fund Budget Progress 

Report by Function and by Object for the four-month period ending October 31, 2024 compared to 

the same period in 2023.   

 

Ms. Johnson shared positive news.  Our fall student count file was submitted to the state.  The 

enrollment figure we budgeted for came in higher than expected. 
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District Identity / Branding Update 

 

Ms. Michelle Karpinski, Community Relations Manager, provided introductory remarks.  Mr. Rick 

Chambers, of Rick Chambers & Associates, provided an update on the District’s rebranding 

progress.  After reviewing the process and work completed, Mr. Chambers recommended that the 

District use Student Success as the brand focus, Every student. Every future. as the tagline, and then 

consolidate existing vision statements into a single, clear statement.  Trustees shared positive 

comments in favor of the progress and Mr. Chambers’ recommendation.  The next step is developing 

the visual brand. 

 

Superintendent Bielang took this opportunity to announce awards received thanks to our Community 

Relations team.  Two awards were given by the Michigan School Public Relations Association 

(MSPRA).  An Award of Merit for outstanding achievement in two categories.  The first for Special 

Purpose category for A Guide to Community Relations at PPS for Staff.  The second for the Social 

Media category for Superb Subs at PPS (series of articles centered around the value of substitutes in 

the District).  An Award of Excellence was awarded for outstanding achievement in the 

Website/Mobile App category for How the PPS Website Redesign Reimagined Our Online Presence.  

Recognition was also given by the National School Public Relations Association (NSPRA).  An Award 

of Honorable Mention was awarded for distinguished achievement in the category of Handbook 

Guide, A Guide to Community Relations at PPS for Staff.  Congratulations to Michelle Karpinski and 

the Community Relations team for their work! 

 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

President Van Antwerp opened the floor to public comment.  

 

Kat Frink shared stories that celebrate our staff and students. 

 

Lindsay Zerber remarked on curriculum material, The Breadwinner. 

 

Bethany Metzger remarked on the Fishtank curriculum. 

 

President Van Antwerp thanked all of the public commenters for their remarks.  He opened the floor 

to Trustee comments. 

 

Mr. Snyder thanked the public commenters for their remarks and his fellow board members for 

discussion at the special meeting held earlier today.  He also expressed his appreciation for all of the 

school building tours held this fall. 

 

President Van Antwerp informed the Board of the passing of former Portage teacher, Peg Whitcomb.  

Ms. Whitcomb taught for over 40 years at North Middle School and coached.  “She exhibited the best 

of Portage teachers.”  Mr. Van Antwerp also expressed his appreciation for the fall school tours, the 

bus parade as a retirement send off for Transportation Manager Jody Stoner, and he reminded Trustees 

of Northern’s Breadlift this weekend. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

President Van Antwerp presented the following Consent Agenda items for approval by the 

Board of Education: the November 4, 2024 Committee of the Whole Work Session & Closed 

Session minutes; and approve $503,481 for the replacement of a boiler at the Portage 

Community Education Center and approve as a part of this budget, to award a contract in the 

amount of $249,400 to DHE Plumbing and Mechanical, LLC.  The total requested amount of 

$503,481 will come from the Building and Site Sinking Fund. 

 

There being no objections, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

REQUIRED ACTION ITEMS 

Summer Tax Resolution 

Motion offered by Ms. Larson, seconded by Mrs. Crawford, that the Board of Education 

approve the Annual Summer Tax Resolution that authorizes Portage Public Schools to 

continue its summer tax collections in 2025, as presented.  

 

Upon a roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

Resolution Authorizing Sale of Bonds 

Motion offered by Mr. Crowell, seconded by Mr. Snyder, that the Board of Education adopt 

the Resolution Authorizing 2025 School Building and Site Bonds, as presented. 

 Upon a roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Approve Superintendent Contract 

Motion offered by Mr. Snyder, seconded by Ms. Hamilton, that the Board of Education approve, 

as presented, performance evaluation and compensation amendments, including Addendum A 

– Superintendent Salary Schedule, to the current Contract of Employment for the 

Superintendent. 

 

President Van Antwerp detailed the recommendation and noted this is an annual action as per Policy 

4.5. 

 

Trustees thanked Superintendent Bielang for his leadership. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Set Superintendent Midyear Progress Report 

Per President Van Antwerp, changes in the law now require a midyear review of the Superintendent.  

To satisfy this requirement, the Board will need to set a midyear review, and he suggested the review 

be part of the Board’s December 9, 2024 meeting.  There were no objections from the Board.  The 

50



 

 

midyear review of the superintendent will take place in closed session during the Board’s Regular 

Business Meeting on December 9, 2024.   

 

Revisions to Policy 3.12 – Superintendent Evaluation 

Changes in the law pertaining to evaluations prompted changes to the Board’s Policy 3.12 – 

Superintendent Evaluation and the Superintendent Evaluation instrument.  The proposed revisions to 

the policy and evaluation instruments reflect the changes in the law. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Crowell, seconded by Mrs. Crawford, that the Board of Education 

approve the proposed revisions to Policy 3.12, including the Superintendent Evaluation 

instruments, as presented. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Technology Approvals for December 

Dr. Ryan Miller, Director of Information and Technology, updated the Board on technology related 

projects for the new Central Elementary and Haverhill Elementary schools.  He will bring 

recommendations to the Board in December for classroom technology, teacher desks, and video 

surveillance/security cameras. 

 

Dr. Miller responded to questions from Trustees. 

 

Purchase of Buses 

Mr. Johnny Edwards reviewed the recommendation for the purchase of buses as part of our regular 

replacement schedule and responded to questions from Trustees. 

 

With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Barb Atkinson 

Recording Secretary 
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To: Mark Bielang, Superintendent

From: Johnny Edwards, Assistant Superintendent of Operations

CC: Paula Johnson, Director of Finance

Date: November 18, 2024

Re: 2024-2025 Bus Purchase

RECOMMENDATION
I recommend that the Board of Education approve the purchase of three 77-passenger buses,
one lift bus, and one 77-passenger bus with air conditioning from Holland Bus for a total of
$727,924 to come from the 2019 Bond Fund, Proposal #1 Unallocated Contingency.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Our regular replacement schedule calls for up to six buses to be replaced annually. This helps us
reduce costly repairs for aging buses. This rotation/replacement would be done in our normal
process of evaluating our oldest and/or highest mileage buses, which are beyond their life
expectancy. Therefore, I am recommending the purchase of five buses.

The new buses will have front and rear cameras, stability control air disc brakes, and additional
back stop signs to improve the experience for our drivers and students. The one 77-passenger
bus equipped with air conditioning will help with summer transportation.

BIDDING PROCESS

The buses were bid using the Michigan School Business Officials (MSBO) bus purchasing
program. Further documentation is attached for your reference. We have purchased buses from
Holland Bus previously and have been satisfied with prompt support of any issues that we have
had. We continue to take the diesel buses out of commission and replace them with gasoline
buses.

I would be happy to answer any questions.
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Michigan Bus Purchasing
Price Comparison Report - Spec #23120

Nov 04, 2024 2:49 PM

Buying Organization Holland
670 E 16th St
Holland MI 49423-3738

  

Notes Portage 77 Air Gas AC Phase Ia 2024-5   
Product Category Conventional (2024-25 Phase 1)   
Product 77 Passenger   
Quantity 1   

 Option Option
SKU

Buyer
Comments Hoekstra Holland Midwest Transit

Product Base Price $131,695.00 $132,190.00 $143,685.00

Chassis Options
 Air Dryer      

 Bendix AD-IP dryer w/spin-on filter C101  N/C ($231.00) N/A
 Alternator      

 240-amp, Leece-Neville C123  $140.00 S/E $149.00
 Axle, Front: minimum load      

 12,000 lbs. C142  $159.00 S/E N/A
 Axle, Rear: minimum load      

 23,000 lbs. C153  $623.00 S/E $181.00
 Batteries      

 3 12-volt, 950-CCA each C163  S/E S/E $240.00
 Brake Dust Shield      

 Brake dust shield on all wheels C170  S/E S/E S/E
 Brakes, ESC      

 Electronic Stability Control for Air Brakes C172  S/E S/E S/E
 Engine      

 Cummins ISB 240 hp w/PTS2500 trans C202  --- --- S/E
 Cummins ISB 240 hp w/PTS2500 trans C202  $938.00 --- ---
 Gasoline Engine, 7.3 L w/Ford Trans C218  N/A ($3,350.00) N/A
 Exhaust System      

 Exhaust Exit, Left Side C241  N/A ($120.00) $37.00
 Fuel Tank      

 Increase to 100-gallon gasoline tank C252  N/A $375.00 N/A
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 Headlights      

 LED Headlamps C266  S/E S/E $616.00
 Paint, Wheels      

 Wheels finish coated black inside and out C300  S/E N/C ($46.00)
 Pedals, Adjustable      

 Adjustable brake and accelerator pedals C310  $917.00 $912.00 $500.00
 Rust Proofing      

 Rust proofing fuel tank anticorrosion spray coating C315  $478.00 $192.00 $203.00
 Steering      

 Telescoping steering wheel C320  S/E S/E N/C
 Switches, Ignition      

 Keyed alike C350  N/C $5.00 $22.00
 Tires      

 11R Steer, Mud and Snow, Kuhmo C400  N/A ($500.00) N/A
 Turn Signals      

 Fender-mounted, LED C422  $171.00 S/E $124.00
 Warranty, Extended      

 2 year/unlimited miles C450  S/E $720.00 $1,915.00

Body Options
 Air Conditioning      

 Thermo King Michigan TM-552-MS, center-plennum, dual discharge system w/TM-21
compressor, 103,000 BTU (includes 5-yr warranty)

B129  $16,900.00 $16,900.00 $16,900.00

 Antenna      

 Flexible rubber radio antenna B170  S/E S/E N/A
 Battery Cut Off Switch      

 Add battery cut off switch B190  S/E S/E $80.00
 Color, Interior      

 Walls white B234  N/A S/E S/E
 Crossing Gate Arm      

 Electric w/stow bracket B241  $270.00 $445.00 N/C
 Defogger Fans      

 Increase from 2 to 3 B250  N/A $65.00 $66.00
 Door, Entrance      

 Electric, double out, split type B260  ($187.00) $325.00 ($246.00)
 Electrical Equipment and Wiring      

 Camera System, Front/Rear Back-up View, exterior B275  $2,722.00 S/E $2,449.00
 Exit, Evacuation Step      

 Step & handle at rear door B310  $225.00 S/E $108.00
 Exit, Roof Hatch      

 2 Specialty ProLo 9240 series B324  ($62.00) ($360.00) N/A
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 Floor Covering      

 1 piece, gray B373  N/A $780.00 ($212.00)
 Mirror, Timer      

 Timer for heated mirror B525  S/E S/E S/E
 Mirrors, Crossview      

 Rosco, Eye-Max LP, heated B537  N/C S/E N/A
 Mirrors, Crossview, Arms      

 Stainless steel arms B555  S/E $38.00 $50.00
 Mirrors, Rearview      

 Rosco Open View ES, remote, heated, split view B575  $178.00 $265.00 $123.00
 Mirrors, Rearview, Arms      

 Stainless steel arms B590  S/E $38.00 $50.00
 Noise Reduction System      

 Perforated ceiling, full bus B595  S/E $641.00 S/E
 Paint, Roof      

 White, polyurethane B605  $355.00 $220.00 $350.00
 Power Source      

 12-volt power source in driver’s area B615  S/E S/E S/E
 Radio & Public Address System      

 AM/FM radio, PA System inside & outside B623  $599.00 $597.00 $292.00
 Seat, Driver’s      

 National, air ride w/o arm rests B663  $115.00 $192.00 $9.00
 Seat, Driver's Belt      

 Driver's belt, blaze orange B676  $44.00 N/C S/E
 Seats, Passenger: Color      

 Gray B713  S/E S/E S/E
 Severe Service Package      

 Must meet Colorado Racking Test B740  S/E S/E S/E
 Step Tread      

 Pebble tread w/metal backing B750  S/E N/A N/A
 Stepwell      

 Stainless steel B755  N/A $545.00 $791.00
 Stop Arm Signals      

 Safe Fleet, Electric, HI-Viz Illuminated stop sign, front and rear B767  N/A $261.00 N/A
 Storage Compartment Driver’s Area      

 Over drivers sash window B781  S/E $125.00 $159.00
 Storage Pouch      

 Mounted on barrier behind driver B782  $21.00 $16.00 $47.00

Configured Price $156,301.00 $151,286.00 $168,642.0073



Dealer Options
 Protect camera system install    $2,000.00  
 1 piece gray flooring   $598.00   
 Stainless Steel Stepwell - not available   $698.00   
 black reflective lettering   $200.00   
 black reflective lettering     $200.00
 black reflective lettering    $200.00  
 Protect camera system install     $2,000.00
 Protect camera system install   $2,000.00   
 Glove Box    $0.00  
 relocate park brake to lower dash    $0.00  
 cup holder    $0.00  
 delete light monitor    ($50.00)  
 delete pre-trip activation    $0.00  
 Stainless Steel Exhaust    $0.00  

Unit Price
Hoekstra
$159,797.00

Holland
$153,436.00

Midwest Transit
$170,842.00

Total Price $159,797.00 $153,436.00 $170,842.00
Grand Total $159,797.00 $153,436.00 $170,842.00
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Michigan Bus Purchasing
Price Comparison Report - Spec #22810

Nov 04, 2024 2:47 PM

Buying Organization Holland
670 E 16th St
Holland MI 49423-3738

  

Notes Portage 77 SN Air Gas Phase Ia 2024-5   
Product Category Conventional (2024-25 Phase 1)   
Product 77 Passenger   
Quantity 1   

 Option Option
SKU

Buyer
Comments Hoekstra Holland Midwest Transit

Product Base Price $131,695.00 $132,190.00 $143,685.00

Chassis Options
 Air Dryer      

 Bendix AD-IP dryer w/spin-on filter C101  N/C ($231.00) N/A
 Alternator      

 240-amp, Leece-Neville C123  $140.00 S/E $149.00
 Axle, Front: minimum load      

 12,000 lbs. C142  $159.00 S/E N/A
 Axle, Rear: minimum load      

 23,000 lbs. C153  $623.00 S/E $181.00
 Batteries      

 3 12-volt, 950-CCA each C163  S/E S/E $240.00
 Brake Dust Shield      

 Brake dust shield on all wheels C170  S/E S/E S/E
 Brakes, ESC      

 Electronic Stability Control for Air Brakes C172  S/E S/E S/E
 Engine      

 Cummins ISB 240 hp w/PTS2500 trans C202  --- --- S/E
 Cummins ISB 240 hp w/PTS2500 trans C202  $938.00 --- ---
 Gasoline Engine, 7.3 L w/Ford Trans C218  N/A ($3,350.00) N/A
 Exhaust System      

 Exhaust Exit, Left Side C241  N/A ($120.00) $37.00
 Fuel Tank      

 Increase to 100-gallon gasoline tank C252  N/A $375.00 N/A
75



 Headlights      

 LED Headlamps C266  S/E S/E $616.00
 Paint, Wheels      

 Wheels finish coated black inside and out C300  S/E N/C ($46.00)
 Pedals, Adjustable      

 Adjustable brake and accelerator pedals C310  $917.00 $912.00 $500.00
 Rust Proofing      

 Rust proofing fuel tank anticorrosion spray coating C315  $478.00 $192.00 $203.00
 Steering      

 Telescoping steering wheel C320  S/E S/E N/C
 Switches, Ignition      

 Keyed alike C350  N/C $5.00 $22.00
 Tires      

 11R Steer, Mud and Snow, Kuhmo C400  N/A ($500.00) N/A
 Turn Signals      

 Fender-mounted, LED C422  $171.00 S/E $124.00
 Warranty, Extended      

 2 year/unlimited miles C450  S/E $720.00 $1,915.00

Body Options
 Air Conditioning      

 Thermo King Michigan TM-552-MS, center-plennum, dual discharge system w/TM-21
compressor, 103,000 BTU (includes 5-yr warranty)

B129  $16,900.00 $16,900.00 $16,900.00

 Antenna      

 Flexible rubber radio antenna B170  S/E S/E N/A
 Battery Cut Off Switch      

 Add battery cut off switch B190  S/E S/E $80.00
 Color, Interior      

 Walls white B234  N/A S/E S/E
 Defogger Fans      

 Increase from 2 to 3 B250  N/A $65.00 $66.00
 Door, Entrance      

 Electric, double out, split type B260  ($187.00) $325.00 ($246.00)
 Electrical Equipment and Wiring      

 Camera System, Front/Rear Back-up View, exterior B275  $2,722.00 S/E $2,449.00
 Exit, Evacuation Step      

 Step & handle at rear door B310  $225.00 S/E $108.00
 Exit, Roof Hatch      

 2 Specialty ProLo 9240 series B324  ($62.00) ($360.00) N/A
 Floor Covering      

 1 piece, gray B373  N/A $780.00 ($212.00)
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 Floor Tracking System      

 4 floor rows/1 row over windows/L-track/1 WC (each) (Qty: 5) B380  ($1,855.00) $3,700.00 $2,070.00
 Mirror, Timer      

 Timer for heated mirror B525  S/E S/E S/E
 Mirrors, Crossview      

 Rosco, Eye-Max LP, heated B537  N/C S/E N/A
 Mirrors, Crossview, Arms      

 Stainless steel arms B555  S/E $38.00 $50.00
 Mirrors, Rearview      

 Rosco Open View ES, remote, heated, split view B575  $178.00 $265.00 $123.00
 Mirrors, Rearview, Arms      

 Stainless steel arms B590  S/E $38.00 $50.00
 Noise Reduction System      

 Perforated ceiling, full bus B595  S/E $641.00 S/E
 Paint, Roof      

 White, polyurethane B605  $355.00 $220.00 $350.00
 Power Source      

 12-volt power source in driver’s area B615  S/E S/E S/E
 Radio & Public Address System      

 AM/FM radio, PA System inside & outside B623  $599.00 $597.00 $292.00
 Seat, Driver’s      

 National, air ride w/o arm rests B663  $115.00 $192.00 $9.00
 Seat, Driver's Belt      

 Driver's belt, blaze orange B676  $44.00 N/C S/E
 Seats, Child Restraint      

 IMMI SafeGuard, track mount (per seat) (Qty: 6) B677.1  --- --- $3,210.00
 Sabre, 36" track mount (per seat) (Qty: 6) B698  $2,400.00 --- ---
 IMMI 36"-3-pt (Qty: 6) B677.8  N/A N/C N/A
 Seats, Passenger      

 Deduct for delete seat (per seat) (Qty: 11) B705  ($2,662.00) ($4,906.00) ($1,386.00)
 Seats, Passenger: Color      

 Gray B713  S/E S/E S/E
 Severe Service Package      

 Must meet Colorado Racking Test B740  S/E S/E S/E
 Step Tread      

 Pebble tread w/metal backing B750  S/E N/A N/A
 Stepwell      

 Stainless steel B755  N/A $545.00 $791.00
 Stop Arm Signals      

 Safe Fleet, Electric, HI-Viz Illuminated stop sign, front and rear B767  N/A $261.00 N/A
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 Storage Compartment Driver’s Area      

 Over drivers sash window B781  S/E $125.00 $159.00
 Storage Pouch      

 Mounted on barrier behind driver B782  $21.00 $16.00 $47.00
 Wheelchair Entry      

 Midship lift door w/Braun NL919IB, 34" wide B828  $6,704.00 $5,937.00 N/A
 Wheelchair Securements (L-Track)      

 Q-Straint Q-8300-A1QRT (each) (Qty: 5) B854  $4,630.00 $2,470.00 $3,125.00

Configured Price $165,248.00 $158,042.00 $175,661.00

Dealer Options
 Protect camera system install   $2,000.00   
 1 piece gray flooring   $598.00   
 Stainless Steel Stepwell - not available    $698.00  
 black reflective lettering   $200.00   
 black reflective lettering     $200.00
 black reflective lettering    $200.00  
 Protect camera system install    $2,000.00  
 Protect camera system install     $2,000.00
 Glove Bos    $0.00  
 relocate park brake to lower dash    $0.00  
 cup holder    $0.00  
 delete light monitor    ($50.00)  
 delete pre-trip activation    $0.00  
 Stainless Steel Exhaust    $0.00  

Unit Price
Hoekstra
$168,046.00

Holland
$160,890.00

Midwest Transit
$177,861.00

Total Price $168,046.00 $160,890.00 $177,861.00
Grand Total $168,046.00 $160,890.00 $177,861.00
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Michigan Bus Purchasing
Price Comparison Report - Spec #22948

Nov 04, 2024 2:48 PM

Buying Organization Holland
670 E 16th St
Holland MI 49423-3738

  

Notes Portage 77 Air Gas lugg Phase Ia 2024-5   
Product Category Conventional (2024-25 Phase 1)   
Product 77 Passenger   
Quantity 3   
 Option Option SKU Buyer Comments Hoekstra Holland Midwest Transit

Product Base Price $131,695.00 $132,190.00 $143,685.00

Chassis Options
 Air Dryer      

 Bendix AD-IP dryer w/spin-on filter C101  N/C ($231.00) N/A
 Alternator      

 240-amp, Leece-Neville C123  $140.00 S/E $149.00
 Axle, Front: minimum load      

 12,000 lbs. C142  $159.00 S/E N/A
 Axle, Rear: minimum load      

 23,000 lbs. C153  $623.00 S/E $181.00
 Batteries      

 3 12-volt, 950-CCA each C163  S/E S/E $240.00
 Brake Dust Shield      

 Brake dust shield on all wheels C170  S/E S/E S/E
 Brakes, ESC      

 Electronic Stability Control for Air Brakes C172  S/E S/E S/E
 Engine      

 Cummins ISB 240 hp w/PTS2500 trans C202  --- --- S/E
 Cummins ISB 240 hp w/PTS2500 trans C202  $938.00 --- ---
 Gasoline Engine, 7.3 L w/Ford Trans C218  N/A ($3,350.00) N/A
 Exhaust System      

 Exhaust Exit, Left Side C241  N/A ($120.00) $37.00
 Fuel Tank      

 Increase to 100-gallon gasoline tank C252  N/A $375.00 N/A
 Headlights      
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 LED Headlamps C266  S/E S/E $616.00
 Paint, Wheels      

 Wheels finish coated black inside and out C300  S/E N/C ($46.00)
 Pedals, Adjustable      

 Adjustable brake and accelerator pedals C310  $917.00 $912.00 $500.00
 Rust Proofing      

 Rust proofing fuel tank anticorrosion spray coating C315  $478.00 $192.00 $203.00
 Steering      

 Telescoping steering wheel C320  S/E S/E N/C
 Switches, Ignition      

 Keyed alike C350  N/C $5.00 $22.00
 Tires      

 11R Steer, Mud and Snow, Kuhmo C400  N/A ($500.00) N/A
 Turn Signals      

 Fender-mounted, LED C422  $171.00 S/E $124.00
 Warranty, Extended      

 2 year/unlimited miles C450  S/E $720.00 $1,915.00

Body Options
 Antenna      

 Flexible rubber radio antenna B170  S/E S/E N/A
 Battery Cut Off Switch      

 Add battery cut off switch B190  S/E S/E $80.00
 Color, Interior      

 Walls white B234  N/A S/E S/E
 Crossing Gate Arm      

 Electric w/stow bracket B241  $270.00 $445.00 N/C
 Defogger Fans      

 Increase from 2 to 3 B250  N/A $65.00 $66.00
 Door, Entrance      

 Electric, double out, split type B260  ($187.00) $325.00 ($246.00)
 Electrical Equipment and Wiring      

 Camera System, Front/Rear Back-up View, exterior B275  $2,722.00 S/E $2,449.00
 Exit, Evacuation Step      

 Step & handle at rear door B310  $225.00 S/E $108.00
 Exit, Roof Hatch      

 2 Specialty ProLo 9240 series B324  ($62.00) ($360.00) N/A
 Floor Covering      

 1 piece, gray B373  N/A $780.00 ($212.00)
 Mirror, Timer      
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 Timer for heated mirror B525  S/E S/E S/E
 Mirrors, Crossview      

 Rosco, Eye-Max LP, heated B537  N/C S/E N/A
 Mirrors, Crossview, Arms      

 Stainless steel arms B555  S/E $38.00 $50.00
 Mirrors, Rearview      

 Rosco Open View ES, remote, heated, split view B575  $178.00 $265.00 $123.00
 Mirrors, Rearview, Arms      

 Stainless steel arms B590  S/E $38.00 $50.00
 Noise Reduction System      

 Perforated ceiling, full bus B595  S/E $641.00 S/E
 Paint, Roof      

 White, polyurethane B605  $355.00 $220.00 $350.00
 Power Source      

 12-volt power source in driver’s area B615  S/E S/E S/E
 Radio & Public Address System      

 AM/FM radio, PA System inside & outside B623  $599.00 $597.00 $292.00
 Seat, Driver’s      

 National, air ride w/o arm rests B663  $115.00 $192.00 $9.00
 Seat, Driver's Belt      

 Driver's belt, blaze orange B676  $44.00 N/C S/E
 Seats, Passenger: Color      

 Gray B713  S/E S/E S/E
 Severe Service Package      

 Must meet Colorado Racking Test B740  S/E S/E S/E
 Step Tread      

 Pebble tread w/metal backing B750  S/E N/A N/A
 Stepwell      

 Stainless steel B755  N/A $545.00 $791.00
 Stop Arm Signals      

 Safe Fleet, Electric, HI-Viz Illuminated stop sign, front and rear B767  N/A $261.00 N/A
 Storage Compartment, Large (90-105”)      

 With light, gas spring & lock (each) B775  $788.00 $1,330.00 $1,334.00
 Storage Compartment Driver’s Area      

 Over drivers sash window B781  S/E $125.00 $159.00
 Storage Pouch      

 Mounted on barrier behind driver B782  $21.00 $16.00 $47.00

Configured Price $140,189.00 $135,716.00 $153,076.00

Dealer Options
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 Protect camera system install     $2,000.00
 1 piece gray flooring   $598.00   
 Stainless Steel Stepwell - not available   $698.00   
 black reflective lettering   $200.00   
 black reflective lettering     $200.00
 black reflective lettering    $200.00  
 Protect camera system install   $2,000.00   
 Protect camera system install    $2,000.00  
 Glove Box    $0.00  
 relocate park brake to lower dash    $0.00  
 cup holder    $0.00  
 delete light monitor    ($50.00)  
 delete pre-trip activation    $0.00  
 Stainless Steel Exhaust    $0.00  

Unit Price
Hoekstra
$143,685.00

Holland
$137,866.00

Midwest Transit
$155,276.00

Total Price $431,055.00 $413,598.00 $465,828.00
Grand Total $431,055.00 $413,598.00 $465,828.00
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 
 

Note  Page  

IX. Action Items 

 1. Approve PAC Committee Member (KRESA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion: 

Motion offered by ________, seconded by ________, that the Board of Education 

approve the nomination of Kendall Newhouse to the Special Education Parent 

Advisory Committee at KRESA, for a three-year term, which expires in 2027. 
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To: Mr. Mark Bielang, Superintendent

From: Jeanine Mattson-Gearhart, Director of Special Education

Date: December 4, 2024

Re: Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Area (KRESA)
Parent Advisory Committee (PAC)

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the nomination of the following
parent to the Special Education Parent Advisory Committee at KRESA. The appointment is for
a three-year term, which will expire in 2027.

1. Kendall Newhouse

BACKGROUND:

The Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) was established by the Michigan Mandatory Education
Act to ensure parents have input into the development of the countywide plan for special
education programs and services. The Parent Advisory Committee works cooperatively with
the local and intermediate school districts to help assure the continued high-quality special
education programs and services in our county. The PAC is composed exclusively of parents
of students with disabilities.

Parents are nominated by their local boards of education and appointed by the Kalamazoo
RESA Board of Education to serve a three-year term. All PAC meetings are held at Kalamazoo
RESA, 1819 E. Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49002. Meetings are open to the public and parents
are encouraged to attend. The schedule of the 2024-2025 meetings are available at
www.kresa.org.
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 
 

Note  Page  

IX. Action Items 

 2. Classroom Technology for New CEL & HAV (OP 6320) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion: 

Motion offered by ________, seconded by ________, that the Board of Education 

approve, as presented, the purchase of Lightspeed Tek microphones with media links 

and LG 75” Flat Panel Televisions in the amount of $207,102, the funds for which will 

be drawn from the 2021 Bond Fund. 
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Resolution in Recognition and Appreciation of
Distinguished Service by Keith Crowell

WHEREAS, Keith Crowell was most recently appointed to the Portage Public
School’s Board of Education on February 13, 2023 to fill the vacancy created by the
resignation of Trustee Kurt Droppers and served on the Board through December 2024.
Prior to that, on January 4, 2021, Keith was appointed to the Board to fill the vacancy
created by the passing of Trustee Joanne Willson and served through December 2022.
Keith has served on the Board for nearly four years.

WHEREAS, during his board service, Keith served on the Board’s Owners Linkage
Committee, Policy Committee and Audit Committee, and he continues to serve as a
member of the Portage Educational Foundation.

WHEREAS, as a board member, Keith has served graciously, tirelessly, with the
utmost care and compassion, even through the most trying of times, including the
COVID-19 pandemic. He also served during times of celebration for our District and
community, including the passage of the $175,725,000 Elementary Schools and
District-wide Improvements Bond Proposal in August 2021 as well as the Building and

Site Sinking Fund renewal in August 2024. Keith has provided invaluable insight,
perspective and guidance to the Board of Education.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portage Public Schools’ Board of
Education acknowledges and extends its gratitude to Keith Crowell for his dedication and
service to the District, staff, students, community and to the Board of Education.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution is saved in the permanent minutes
of the Portage Public Schools’ Board of Education, and a copy is given to Keith Crowell.

Adopted on this 9th day of December, 2024
Portage Public Schools’ Board of Education:

Randy Van Antwerp, President Emily Crawford, Trustee

Bo Snyder, Vice President Keith Crowell , Trustee

Terri Novaria, Secretary Ean Hamilton, Trustee

Mark Bielang, Superintendent Kimberly Larson, Trustee
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Resolution in Recognition and Appreciation of
Distinguished Service by Ean Hamilton

WHEREAS, Ean Hamilton was appointed to the Portage Public School’s Board of
Education on December 12, 2022 to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of
Trustee Rusty Rathburn and served on the Board through December 2024.

WHEREAS, as a board member, Ean has served graciously, tirelessly, with the
utmost care and compassion. She served during times of celebration for our District

including the Building and Site Sinking Fund renewal in August 2024. Ean has provided
invaluable insight, perspective and guidance to the Board of Education.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portage Public Schools’ Board of
Education acknowledges and extends its gratitude to Ean Hamilton for her dedication
and service to the District, staff, students, community and to the Board of Education.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution is saved in the permanent minutes
of the Portage Public Schools’ Board of Education, and a copy is given to Ean Hamilton.

Adopted on this 9th day of December, 2024
Portage Public Schools’ Board of Education:

Randy Van Antwerp, President Emily Crawford, Trustee

Bo Snyder, Vice President Keith Crowell, Trustee

Terri Novaria, Secretary Ean Hamilton , Trustee

Mark Bielang, Superintendent Kimberly Larson, Trustee
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 
 

Note  Page  

IX. Action Items 

 3. Appeal re Curriculum Materials (OP 9130) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Motions: 

Motion offered by ________, seconded by ________, that the Board of Education move 

to grant the appeal and remove The Breadwinner from the curriculum. 

 

OR 

 

Motion offered by ________, seconded by ________, that the Board of Education move 

to deny the appeal and maintain The Breadwinner in the curriculum. 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

DECEMBER 9, 2024, 6:30 P.M. 
 

Note  Page  

X. Discussion Items 

 1. NEOLA Policy Revisions (BL 0131.1) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

94



95

batkinson
Typewritten Text
Enclosure X.1.
December 9, 2024



96



97



98



99



100



101



102



103



104



105



106



107



108



109



110



111



112



113



114



115



116



117



118



119



120



121



122



123



124



125



126



127



128



129



130



131



132



133



134



135



136



137



138



139



140



141



142



143


	Agenda
	I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
	II. REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	II. Note Page - Approval of Agenda

	III. REPORTS
	1. SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
	a. BOND PROJECT UPDATE - FURNITURE DESIGN FOR NEW CEL/HAV
	III.1. Note Page - Superintendent's Report


	IV. BOARD EDUCATION
	1. PRESENTATION OF MONITORING REPORT 1.1 (ELEM) (GP4.4)
	IV.1. Note Page - Board Education
	IV.1. Monitoring Report 1.1

	V. COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS
	1. BY CITIZENS
	2. BY BOARD TRUSTEES
	3. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS
	V. Note Page - Comments or Communcations

	VI. CONSENT AGENDA
	1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	a. NOVEMBER 18, 2024 SPECIAL MEETING & REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
	VI.1.a. November 18, 2024 Special & Regular Busiiness Meeting Minutes


	2. PURCHASE OF BUSES
	VI.2. Purchase of Buses

	VI. Note Page - Consent Agenda

	VII. ASSURANCE OF DISTRICT PERFORMANCE - None
	VIII. REQUIRED ACTION ITEMS - None
	IX. ACTION ITEMS
	1. APPROVE PAC COMMITTEE MEMBER (KRESA)
	IX.1. Note Page - Approve PAC Committee Member
	IX.1. Approve PAC Committee Member

	2. CLASSROOM TECHNOLOGY FOR NEW CEL & HAV (OP 6320)
	IX.2. Note Page - Classroom Technology for New CEL & HAV
	IX.2. Classroom Technology for New CEL-HAV

	3. RESOLUTIONS OF APPRECIATION (added to agenda at meeting)
	IX.3. Resolutions of Appreciation

	4. APPEAL RE CURRICULUM MATERIALS (OP 9130)
	IX.3. Note Page - Appeal re Curriculum Materials


	X. DISCUSSION ITEMS
	1. NEOLA POLICY REVISIONS (BL 0131.1)
	X.1. Note Page - NEOLA Policy Revisions
	X.1. NEOLA Policy Revisions


	XI. ADJOURN

