
Belong. Believe. Achieve. 

The District prohibits discrimination and harassment based on any basis protected by law, including but not limited to, an individual’s actual or perceived race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, national or ethnic origin, marital status, age, mental or physical disability, pregnancy, familial status, 
economic status, veterans’ status, or because of a perceived or actual association with any other persons within these protected classes.

Beaverton School Board Work Session
District Office
1260 NW Waterhouse Avenue
Beaverton, Oregon 97006
Tuesday, August 29, 2023 5:30 PM
Video Stream: www.youtube.com/beavertonschools
Meeting Materials: beavertonsd.org/boardmeetings

AGENDA

I. OPEN MEETING                                      
A. Call to Order
B. Attendance

II. DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAMS                 
III. CLOSE MEETING                                                  

A. Adjourn
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School Board Study Session
August 29, 2023

DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAM

SUMMARY
Dual language is a form of bilingual education in which students are taught literacy skills and content in
two languages. Beaverton School District currently has dual language programs at nine schools, and is
developing a 5–10 year plan to expand dual language programs throughout the district so that all
students have the option to work toward acquiring biliteracy/multiliteracy skills through high school.
Phase one of the expansion will begin this school year with William Walker Elementary School making
the transition to offering dual language learning.

BACKGROUND
Dual language is a form of bilingual education in which students are taught literacy skills and content in
two languages that are strategically woven. Dual language programs are designed to support the
acquisition of two languages from elementary to high school which prepare students to obtain
proficiency-based recognition of their linguistic assets and academic skills.

The three main goals of Beaverton School District’s dual language program are biliteracy/bilingualism,
high academic achievement on grade level standards in both program languages, and sociocultural
competency. Students in dual language programs have the added benefit of being awarded the Oregon
Seal of Biliteracy or Multiliteracy if they are able to demonstrate proficiency in two or more languages
prior to high school graduation.

BSD currently has dual language programs taught in Spanish and English in nine neighborhood schools:
Aloha-Huber Park K–8 School; Barnes, Vose and (starting this year) William Walker Elementary School;
Meadow Park and Whitford Middle School; Aloha, Beaverton and Southridge High School.

The district has been working to develop a 5–10 year plan to expand dual language programs throughout
the district so that all students have the option to work toward acquiring biliteracy/multiliteracy skills
through high school. Phase one of the expansion will begin this school year with William Walker
Elementary School making the transition to offering dual language learning.

Planning to expand dual language programs is based on a number of factors:
● Research indicates that students in dual language programs have a higher on-track graduation

rate and are more likely to attend college after high school.
● Research also suggests that students who participate in dual language programs experience

greater confidence, self-esteem and a sense of belonging in their school communities.
● Dual language programming aligns to the mission, vision, strategies and outcomes of the

district’s strategic plan.
● Results from a survey of BSD families during the 2022–23 school year indicated Spanish as their

preferred dual language program over other language options. However, there is also a strong
desire to add a language other than Spanish.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff will present information on the district’s dual language program. No board action is needed.

Belong. Believe. Achieve.
The District prohibits discrimination and harassment based on any basis protected by law, including but not limited to, an individual’s actual or perceived race,
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, national or ethnic origin, marital status, age, mental or physical disability, pregnancy,
familial status, economic status, veteran status, or because of a perceived or actual association with any other persons within these protected classes.
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Dual Language Program
“A Language is an Asset, a Culture is an Asset.”

School Board Study Session 
August 29, 2023
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Beaverton School 
District’s Linguistic 
Diversity

● The Beaverton School District student 
population is 57% students of color.

● There are 110 different languages (as of 
8/17/23) spoken in the district with 
Spanish, Chinese, Arabic, Korean, and 
Japanese as the top languages after 
English. 

● We currently have 5,187 active 
multilingual learners adding English as an 
additional language. 

● About 31% of BSD parents/guardians 
speak a language other than English to 
their child/children.

● About 33% of students speak (use) a 
language other than English outside of 
school.
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Graduation Data - Seniors 2023

89.1%

84.8%

73.4%
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Vision for Dual Language

● The vision is that all students in the Beaverton School District will have an opportunity 
to be bilingual/multilingual by attending a dual language program in the next 2-10 
years if they choose this pathway.

● The vision is that the expansion of  dual language programs as included in the district’s 
newly developed Strategic Plan will be implemented and supported by all key 
stakeholders.

● The vision is that the Beaverton School District will be a model in Oregon and in the 
United States for multilingual education and having it be a flourishing system where 
every student leaves with an opportunity to receive a seal of biliteracy/multiliteracy.
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District Strategic Plan
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What is Dual Language?

● Dual language is a form of 
bilingual education in which 
students are taught literacy skills 
and content in two languages that 
are woven strategically.  

● All programs in the district are 
currently taught in Spanish and 
English.

● All programs are located in 
neighborhood schools. 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U45_AWJsVfA


What is Dual Language?

● Dual Language is one of the 
key instructional models 
used to support the 
acquisition of a second 
language for multilingual 
learners adding English as 
an additional language.     
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What are the Goals of Dual Language Education?
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Why Dual 
Language?

Bilingual education 
improves the academic 
achievement of 
multilingual students

Meta-analysis and reviews of research: On 
average, bilingual education improves math 
and English language arts (ELA) scores 
• The longer a student is in bilingual 

education, the better the impact

Confirmed by:
✔ Experimental study (Steele et al., 2017)
✔ Longitudinal study (Valentino & Reardon, 

2014)
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Why Dual 
Language?

Bilingual education 
supports biliteracy and 
English language 
development

✔ Increases likelihood of reclassification 
from English learner services (Steele et 
al., 2017; Umansky & Reardon, 2014)

✔ Supports development of partner 
language (Burkhauster et al., 2016; 
Murphy, 2014) 
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Why Dual 
Language?

Students in bilingual 
settings feel more 
welcomed and parents are 
better able to engage with 
schools

✔ Students in bilingual programs have a higher sense 
of belonging and develop greater confidence (Block 
& Viadurre, 2019; de Jong et al., 2020)

✔ Bilingual settings buffer against negative 
perceptions of English learner students’ abilities 
(Umansky & Dumont, 2021)

✔ Bilingual settings reduce barriers to family 
engagement
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Why Dual 
Language?

Bilingual education 
supports postsecondary 
access and eventual 
earnings

✔ Lower likelihood of dropping out and higher 
likelihood of postsecondary enrollment (Rumbaut, 
2014; Santibañez & Zárate, 2014)

✔ Individuals who maintained bilingualism earned 
$2,000–$3,000 more per year than those with limited 
bilingualism (Agirdag, 2014)
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National and Local Studies on Dual Language

Thomas & Collier, 2001-2012, 2015 - 

Key Findings

● Students in two-way dual language 

programs outperform peers in all other 

program models.

● English Learners in two-way dual 

language programs significantly 

outperform peers in ESL Pullout 

models.
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National and Local Studies on Dual Language

Portland Public Schools Study (Steele et. al, 2017) - Key Findings

● Portland Public Schools (PPS) students randomly assigned to dual language 

immersion programs outperformed their peers on state reading tests by 13% of a 

standard deviation in grade 5 and by 22 percent of a standard deviation in grade 8.

● English Learners assigned to dual language immersion were more likely than their 

peers to be classified as English proficient by grade 6. This effect was mostly 

attributed to English Learner students whose native language matched the 

classroom partner language.
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National and Local Studies on Dual Language

Ferrón, M. (2011) - Key Findings

● Compared native English speakers and native 

Spanish speakers in dual language programs, 

mainstream programs, and students in transitional 

bilingual and traditional ESL programs.

● English and Spanish speaking students in dual 

language programs had 100% graduation rates, 

were more likely to take the AP test, and had higher 

class ranking than students in mainstream and 

transitional bilingual and traditional ESL programs.
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Internal Beaverton Evaluation - 2019

Elementary students in 
DL and Co-teaching 
programs demonstrated 
higher grade-to-grade 
English language 
proficiency growth than 
students in ELD pull-out 
programs or those 
whose parents waived 
services.
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https://educationnorthwest.org/sites/default/files/resources/beaverton-minutes-models-outcomes-report.pdf


Internal Beaverton Evaluation - Current

We followed DLI and non-DLI students from kindergarten 
through post secondary enrollment 2005-2016
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English language arts growth: DLI students 
classified as ELs showed faster growth than 
peers
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Math growth: DLI students classified as ELs 
showed faster growth than peers
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English language arts scores: DLI students 
classified as ELs scored higher on state ELA 
assessments in middle and high school than 
peers

22



Math scores: DLI students classified as ELs 
scored higher on state math assessments in 
elementary, middle, and high school than 
peers 
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DLI students reclassified at higher rates 
compared to peers by secondary grades

24



Internal Beaverton Evaluation - Current

Summary of Findings
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Oregon Seal of 
Biliteracy/Multiliteracy

● Students in dual language programs have 

the benefit of being awarded the Oregon 

Seal of Biliteracy or Multiliteracy if they 

demonstrate proficiency in two or more 

languages by high school graduation.

● Students have to meet all Oregon HS 

graduation requirements, pass Essential 

Skills in Reading and Writing in English, 

Demonstrate proficiency in a language 

other than English through one of the 

approved tests by ODE.

● Students are awarded with the Seal of 

Biliteracy or Multiliteracy at graduation if 

they meet the requirements.
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What are the Current Dual Language Pathways?

Barnes ES Meadow Park 
MS Beaverton HS

Elementary School Middle School High School

Vose ES

TBD TBD

Escuela primaria

Escuela secundaria Escuela preparatoria

Aloha Huber K-8 Aloha HS

Elementary School Middle School High School

William Walker ES

Escuela primaria

Whitford MS Southridge HS

Escuela secundaria Escuela preparatoria

New!2023
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William Walker 
Elementary School

● Begin transition to a dual language 

school for the 2023-2024 school year

● Will open with two dual language 

classrooms and two English-only 

classrooms

● Depending on enrollment, there may 

be room to add an additional dual 

language classroom

● As part of the expansion planning, 

William Walker’s feeder middle and 

high schools will be identified
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Future Expansion Planning

● The next phase of expansion of dual language programs will happen in the 

2024-2025 school year.

● We will begin with kindergarten and offer both dual language and English-only 

classrooms.

● We will also be opening up a program in a language other than Spanish. Based on 

survey results and feedback from the Dual Language Advisory and Expansion teams, 

Chinese Mandarin is the language that majority of the community are 

recommending we add.

● We will also be preparing for middle and high school expansion with the intention of 

keeping students with their feeder secondary schools. 29



Dual Language Expansion Decision-Making Flow-Chart

District Cabinet

Dual Language 
Expansion Team

Dual Language 
Advisory Team

Program Structure 
& Instruction Task 

Force

Multilingual Team; 
Operations; HR; 

T&L Admin

Researchers:
Dr. Ferrón

Dr. Medina
Dr. Thomas
Dr. Collier

etc.
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Questions?
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“A language is an asset, a culture is an asset.  We have to make sure 
that we utilize those assets within our public school system.  I think 
being bilingual is a superpower that’s underutilized in the United 

States. We have to take advantage of our increasingly diverse 
population and make sure that we honor and respect what they bring 

in, and having dual language programs is one way of doing that.” 
- Dr. Gustavo Balderas
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