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Shared Key
Interests

1. Advance student 
learning, achievement, and 
success by keeping it at 
the heart and as the filter 
for our decision making.

2. Utilize research-based 
curricula that reflects 21st 
Century themes and 
applications and are 
responsive to the needs 
and potential of all 
students, preparing them 
for a global society.

3. Provide real-life, 
diverse learning 
opportunities with 
practical applications in 
the classroom and beyond.

4. Inform and engage the 
community in shaping 
educational strategy and 
formulating responses to 
change.

5. Attract, retain, and 
develop a high quality, 
diverse, creative, and 
innovative workforce of 
leaders.

6. Provide safe, secure, 
flexible, inviting, and 
well-maintained 
environments that nurture 
student well- being and 
enhance teaching and 
learning.

7. Identify, integrate, and 
expand technology to 
foster adaptability and 
maximize learning for all.

8. Foster mutually 
beneficial partnerships and 
collaborations that expand 
learning opportunities and 
resources.

Wausau School District
Board of Education Meeting Agenda

In Compliance with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law

Public Notice s.19.84 (3) Patrick McKee, President
Exemptions s.19.85 Karen Vandenberg, Clerk

A Special Meeting of the BOARD OF EDUCATION will be held in the Wausau East High 
School Auditorium, 2607 N. 18th Street, Wausau, WI 54403 at 5:00 PM or immediately 
following the previous meeting on Monday, January 17, 2022.

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. Initial Resolution Authorizing General Obligation Bonds in an Amount Not 
to Exceed $119,800,000 (Action Requested)
III. Resolution Providing for a Referendum Election on the Question of the 
Approval of an Initial Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of General 
Obligation Bonds in an Amount Not to Exceed $119,800,000 (Action 
Requested)
IV. ADJOURN

NOTICE POSTED: Friday, January 14, 2022, at 10:00 am

By:____________________________

NOTICE SENT TO:
WSAU  WSAW-TV  WAOW-TV  WJFW-TV  CITY PAGES  WAUSAU PILOT & REVIEW SCHOOLS  
WAUSAU DAILY HERALD  WAAM  CITY HALL  COURTHOUSE  PUBLIC LIBRARY
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INITIAL RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING  

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS IN AN  

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $119,800,000 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of the Wausau School District, Marathon 

County, Wisconsin that there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin Statutes, 

general obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $119,800,000 for the public purpose of 

paying the cost of a school building and facility improvement project consisting of:  district-wide 

safety and security, school updates, building infrastructure, capital maintenance and site 

improvements; remodeling at all middle and high schools; construction of additions at Horace 

Mann and John Muir Middle Schools, West and East High Schools and Grant, Riverview, South 

Mountain and Stettin Elementary Schools; construction of a new School Forest Environmental 

Learning Center; and acquisition of furnishings, fixtures and equipment. 

 

Adopted and recorded January 17, 2022. 

 

 

 

     _____________________________ 

     Patrick McKee 

     District President 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Karen Vandenberg 

District Clerk 
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MEMO 
TO:  Education/Operations Committee of the Whole 
FROM:  Bob Tess, Chief Finance and Business Services Officer 
DATE:  January 17, 2022 

 
RE:  April 2022 Bond Referendum Proposal

 
Two familiar referendum related resolutions appear in BoardBook documents; the first 
of which captures a ballot question and dollar amount for consideration, while the 
second asks for a referendum election for the same. 
 

The currently proposed referendum question best captures the Board’s 
recommendations from the January 10 Board meeting. 

 Approval of this referendum question should decrease the tax levy 

 All secondary school work as proposed most recently, including Montessori 
improvements at Horace Mann Middle School, should be included 

 All additional classroom space, alleviating capacity concerns, included in the 
most recent proposal should be included 

 All safety and security measures initially proposed at all elementary schools 
should be included 

 All facility improvements at the School Forest, including a new Environmental 
Learning Center should be included 

 

Below is a cost breakdown of all the facility improvements at each site.  The district-
wide category includes expenses related to furniture replacement, classroom 
technology, athletic field lighting, and field turf at both high schools.  The referendum 
question needed to finance these improvements would be for a bond issue of 
$119,800,000. 
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As district population studies were conducted, it was revealed that capacity in 
elementary schools should be increased on the west side of the district at Stettin and 
South Mountain in particular, both schools that were designed with eventual additions 
in mind.  Additional classroom space has been included in each proposal being 
considered thus far and are included in this iteration as well.  The additional classrooms 
are as follows:  Riverview Elem (2), South Mountain Elem (7), and Stettin Elem (6).  
Below are capacity and enrollment figures for the current school year. 
 

 
 

The Board has requested a breakdown of deferred maintenance costs included at East 
High School.  Of the $6,342,000 in improvements at East, $4,754,000 are for deferred 
maintenance, this includes the following: 
 

Asphalt, sidewalks, curbs          $1,984,000 

LED lighting upgrades                $1,666,000 

Power and low voltage safety systems, retro-commissioning, door/elevator/ADA 
upgrades                    $1,104,000 
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