
Regular Meeting
Wednesday, June 15, 2016 7:00 PM
Administration Building, 7450 S Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 60527

I. Roll Call / Visitors

II. Pledge of Allegiance
(1 Minute)

III. Budget Hearing (15 Minutes)

III.A. Declare Budget Hearing Open at ______ 
p.m.

III.B. Presentation/Discussion of 2015-16 School 
District Budget

III.C. Declare Budget Hearing Closed at _______ 
p.m.

III.D. * Motion to Adopt the 2015-16 School 
District Amended Budget as Presented

IV. Open Forum: Board Policy 2:230 (individuals 
will be given five minutes to address the Board 
regarding agenda or non-agenda items)
(10 Minutes)

V. Additional Items to be Placed on the Agenda
(1 Minute)

VI. * Consent Agenda
(5 Minutes)

VI.A. Approve Regular Meeting Minutes of May 
18, 2016

VI.B. Approve Closed Session Minutes of May 18, 
2016

VI.C. Approve Payment of May Payroll/June 
Warrants

VI.D. Approve Prevailing Wage Resolution   

VI.E. Approve Cleaning Service Contract Renewal

VI.F. Approve Student Transportation Agreement

VI.G. Approve Voluntary Student Insurance

VI.H. Approve Transfer of Interest   

VI.I. Approve Imprest Fund Custodian

VI.J. Designation of Depositories for School 
District Funds

VI.K. Board Resolution for Serious Safety 
Hazard Approval

VI.L. Resolution Authorizing Certain Payments.

VII. Reports and Discussion Items

VII.A. Superintendent's Report

VII.A.1. District Goal Update (20 Minutes)



VII.A.2. Community Survey (15 Minutes)

VII.A.3. Freshman Preparedness Report (15 Minutes)

VII.A.4. Spring Testing Report (15 Minutes)

VII.A.5. Board of Education Information 
Requests (5 Minutes)

VII.A.5.a. *Approve Board of Education Information 
Requests

VIII. Items for Next Agenda: (Please note there 
is no July meeting, next meeting is August 
17) (5 Minutes)

VIII.A. Establish Petty Cash Fund; Summer Academy 
Update (written); Hiring Status Report (written); 
Declassify Executive Session Minutes; Approve 
District 2016-17 Goal; Class Size Update; and 
Review Personnel (section 5) and Student (section 
7) Board Policies; Tentative Budget; and Service 
Contracts.

IX. Open Forum: Board Policy 2:230 (individuals 
will be given five minutes to address the Board 
regarding agenda or non-agenda items)
(5 Minutes)

X. Closed Session (30 Minutes)

X.A. The appointment, employment, compensation, 
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific 
employees of the District. 

XI. Action Item - *Approve June 2016 Personnel 
Report

XII. Written Reports

XII.A. FOIA

XII.B. Extra-curricular Report

XIII. Adjournment



 

 

 

Per the Illinois State Board of Education, if a change in the budget results in 10% greater than 
the initially adopted budget for any individual fund, the budget has to be amended. The tentative 
amended budget was presented to the Board at the April 2016 Board meeting. The public hearing 
notice was published in the Suburban Life on April 27, 2016. 
  
As mentioned at the tentative amended budget presentation, the District is expecting 
approximately $620,000 to be collected for the Debt Service fund in the first half of the calendar 
year 2016. Since this amount will cause the revenue for the Debt Service fund to be over the 
10% threshold when compared with the Final Budget set in September 2015, an amendment to 
the Final Budget is necessary. 
  
The proposed Amended Final Budget will increase revenue by $620,000 with no changes to the 
expenditures.   
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REVENUES FINAL FINAL AMENDED DIFFERENCE
2015/16 2015/16

Education 10,211,421$         10,211,421$                       -$                                
Oper & Maint 1,631,635$           1,631,635$                         -$                                
Debt Service 2,250$                  622,250$                            620,000$                     
Trans 992,993$              992,993$                            -$                                
IMRF 322,064$              322,064$                            -$                                
Capital Projects -$                          -$                                        -$                                
Working Cash 3,200$                  3,200$                                -$                                
Tort 82,827$                82,827$                              -$                                
Life Safety 3,600$                  3,600$                                -$                                

TOTAL 13,249,990$         13,869,990$                       620,000$                     

EXPENSES FINAL FINAL AMENDED DIFFERENCE
2015/16 2015/16

Education 10,316,963$         10,316,963$                       -$                                
Oper & Maint 1,135,372$           1,135,372$                         -$                                
Debt Service 1,755,153$           1,755,153$                         -$                                
Trans 753,015$              753,015$                            -$                                
IMRF 337,746$              337,746$                            -$                                
Capital Projects -$                          -$                                        -$                                
Working Cash -$                          -$                                        -$                                
Tort 78,609$                78,609$                              -$                                
Life Safety 17,650$                17,650$                              -$                                

TOTAL 14,394,508$         14,394,508$                       -$                                

Final Amendments to Final Budget FY16

6/8/2016 2015-16 Final to Final Amend



Fund
FY16

Revenues
FY16

Expenses Difference
Education 10,211,421$           10,316,963$           (105,542)$               
Oper & Maint 1,631,635$             1,135,372$             496,263$                
Debt Service 2,250$                    1,755,153$             (1,752,903)$            
Trans 992,993$                753,015$                239,978$                
IMRF 322,064$                337,746$                (15,682)$                 
Capital Projects -$                            -$                            -$                            
Working Cash 3,200$                    -$                            3,200$                    
Tort 82,827$                  78,609$                  4,218$                    
Life Safety 3,600$                    17,650$                  (14,050)$                 
TOTAL 13,249,990$           14,394,508$           (1,144,518)$            

Fund
FY16

Revenues
FY16

Expenses Difference
Education 10,211,421$           10,316,963$           (105,542)$               
Oper & Maint 1,631,635$             1,135,372$             496,263$                
Debt Service 622,250$                1,755,153$             (1,132,903)$            
Trans 992,993$                753,015$                239,978$                
IMRF 322,064$                337,746$                (15,682)$                 
Capital Projects -$                            -$                            -$                            
Working Cash 3,200$                    -$                            3,200$                    
Tort 82,827$                  78,609$                  4,218$                    
Life Safety 3,600$                    17,650$                  (14,050)$                 
TOTAL 13,869,990$           14,394,508$           (524,518)$               

FY16 Final Amended  Budget

FY16 Final Budget

6/8/2016 FY16 Final Amended



Fund
June 30, 2015** 
Fund Balances

FY16 Projected
Budget 

Difference

June 30, 2016
Projected 
Balances

Education 8,100,272$        (105,542)$         6,994,730$     *

Oper & Maint 3,687,158$        496,263$          3,401,043$     *

Debt Service 150,569$           (1,132,903)$      800,044$        *

Trans 1,270,737$        239,978$          1,510,715$     
IMRF 209,044$           (15,682)$           193,362$        
Capital Projects - -$                      -
Working Cash 263,223$           3,200$              266,423$        
Tort 11,838$             4,218$              16,056$          
Life Safety 296,238$           (14,050)$           282,188$        

TOTAL 13,989,080$      (524,518)$         13,464,562$   

** Audited
* Balances reflect transfer of $1,000,000 from Education Fund and
   $782,378 from O&M to Debt Service

Projected Fund Balances
June 30, 2016
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

Regular  Meeting           Administration Building          7:00 p.m.– 10:40 p.m.                                    May 18, 2016 

 

Members Present: 

Mark Mirabile, Presiding Officer  

Kim Barker 

Vipul Dedhia 

David Negron 

Gina Scaletta-Nelson 

Michael Rak 

Kristin Violante 

                   

  

ROLL CALL AND 

VISITORS   Present with Superintendent Dave Palzet were staff members Erika Sawosko, Candy Kramer, 

Catherine Chang, Matt Vandercar, John Glimco, Karyn Lisowski, Dimitria Georganas, 

Andrea Mars, Simoen Ayala, Rikki Steinmetz, Meagan Bubulka, Erin Oskroba, Maribeth 

Kavanaugh, and Caity Collins; Mike Henderson, STR Partners; and residents Giovanna 

Imbaratto, Terrie Wepner, Paul Payne, Dariusz Ciucias, and Allison Striegel. 

 

PLEDGE OF  

ALLEGIANCE  Middle school students who had participated in the NUMATS program lead the   

   Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

OPEN FORUM  Dariusz Ciucias thanked the Board of Education, administration and teachers for all the  

   wonderful work they have done educating his children. He stated that his daughter in high 

   school is doing very well and feels our district offers many opportunities that other districts 

   do not.  

Organization of Board 

 

ACTION NO. 45 Motion by Violante, seconded by Barker, that the Board of Education elect Mark Mirabile 

Board President  President effective May 2016 through May 2017. No other nominations were made.     

 Motion carried by a roll call of 7 ayes (Barker, Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, Scaletta-Nelson, 

Rak, Violante). 

 

ACTION NO. 46 Motion by Mirabile, seconded by Barker, that the Board of Education elect Gina Scaletta- 

Vice President Nelson as Vice President effective May 2016 through May 2017. No other nominations were 

made. Motion carried by a roll call of 7 ayes (Barker, Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, Scaletta-

Nelson, Rak, Violante). 

 

ACTION NO. 47 Motion by Scaletta-Nelson, seconded by Violante, that the Board of Education elect Kim      

Board Secretary Barker as Board Secretary without pay effective May 2016 through May 2017. No other 

nominations were made. Motion carried by a roll call of 7 ayes (Barker, Dedhia, Mirabile, 

Negron, Scaletta-Nelson, Rak, Violante). 

 

ACTION NO. 48 Motion by Scaletta-Nelson, seconded by Rak, that the Board of Education appoint Erika 

Recording Secretary Sawosko as Recording Secretary with pay effective May 2016 through May 2017. Motion 

   carried by a roll call of 7 ayes (Barker, Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, Scaletta-Nelson, Rak,  

   Violante). 

 

ACTION NO. 49 Motion by Rak, seconded by Barker, that the Board of Education agreed to schedule 

Meeting Date   regular meetings of the Board of Education on the third Wednesday of the month,  

   with the exception of July, at 7:00 p.m. in the administration building Board room and  

   that the meeting schedule be published. Motion carried by a roll call of 7 ayes (Barker,  

   Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, Scaletta-Nelson, Rak, Violante). 
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ACTION NO. 50 

Consent Agenda Motion by Negron, seconded by Violante, that the Board of Education approve regular  

   meeting minutes of April 20, 2016; payment of April payroll/May warrants; paper bid; audit 

   services; technology plan iPad purchase; standardized testing change for 2016-17; School 

   Board (sec. 2) Board Policies; and May 2016 personnel report, containing the retirement of 

   instructional aide Laurel Swintek effective at the end of the 2015-16 school year, and the  

   resignation of elementary resource teacher Danyelle Dron effective at the end of the 2015-16 

   school year. Motion carried by a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Barker, Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, 

   Scaletta-Nelson, Rak, Violante).  

 

REPORTS AND 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

   Food Service Update and Fees 

   Business Manager Catherine Chang reviewed the process the district went through with  

   regard to the Bid process for school lunch services. In an effort to improve the quality of our 

   school lunches, the District accepted bids from qualified food services providers.  The  

   District sought to partner with a company that provides freshly prepared foods, not pre- 

   packaged meals.  Additionally, qualified bidders needed to meet the National School Lunch 

   Program guidelines.  After accepting bids, the District engaged parents, students, staff and 

   Board of Education members in a taste test. Just a Dash Catering was recommended to  

   provide lunch services for the 2016-17 school year. The Board requested for Business  

   Manager Chang to see if students are able to order a second entrée/lunch. All of the ala carte 

   items will meet the regulations of the national school lunch program. Milk is included with 

   the lunch meal.  

 

ACTION NO. 51 

Lunch Provider  Motion by Scaletta-Nelson, seconded by Barker, that the Board of Education approve Just a 

   Dash Catering for food services for the 2016-17 school year. Motion carried by a roll call 

   vote of 7 ayes (Barker, Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, Scaletta-Nelson, Rak, Violante).  

 

ACTION NO. 52 

Lunch/Milk Fees Motion by Mirabile, seconded by Rak, that the Board of Education approve a lunch off of 

   $3.30 per meal and a milk fee of $.29 per carton for the 2016-17 school year. Motion carried 

   by a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Barker, Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, Scaletta-Nelson, Rak,  

   Violante).  

 

Math Curriculum Update 

   This year, our Curriculum Council began the process of a curriculum review in math.   

   Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning Candy Kramer and members of the  

   committee presented the work they have done as part of their review.  The committee will 

   continue their work next year with teachers participating in the West Cook Math Initiative 

   (WCMI).  Additionally, teachers at the elementary school and middle school will pilot a  

   variety of math programs during the 2016-17 school year.   

 

Spanish Update 

             Superintendent Dave Palzet reported that the district Spanish teachers and administration are 

   working with a local consultant to refresh our Spanish program.  While this refresh is not a 

   full curricular review, it will allow our teachers to address some priority improvements  

   within our program.  These improvements include: creating a transition Spanish class for  

   students new to Spanish class, reviewing goals and outcomes of the program, and shifting 

   current curriculum to fit the every-other-day Spanish classes in fifth and sixth grade. The  

   Board would like to see foreign language and outcomes be a part of the strategic   

   planning process. 
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Summer Work/Professional Development Update 

   Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning Candy Kramer reviewed the summer 

   projects to be completed by teachers over the summer.  These projects include improvements 

   to our science curriculum and our Spanish program.  Additionally, Mrs. Kramer reviewed the 

   plan for summer professional development. Our teachers will have the option to participate in 

   professional development sessions on technology, student learning objectives, and math  

   instruction. 

 

Library Proposal and Staffing 

   The Board discussed the administration’s proposal to consolidate our librarian positions into 

   a single district librarian.  The proposal allows for a library aide in each library to support the 

   everyday operations of our libraries.  The plan also calls for the creation of a district  

   Innovative Teaching Coach (iTC) to work with teachers to better infuse innovative learning 

   within our classrooms. In September the staff will be introduced and in January a mid-year 

   review of the pilot will be presented to the Board.  

 

ACTION NO. 53 

Library Proposal Motion by Barker, seconded by Mirabile, that the Board of Education approve the Library 

   Proposal as presented and staffing. Motion carried by a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Barker,  

   Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, Scaletta-Nelson, Rak, Violante).  

 

Board of Education Information Requests 

No Requests  

 

BUSINESS MGR 

REPORTS 

Flooring Replacement, HVAC Replacement, and Parking Lot Paving Replacement 

   In an effort to beautify our facilities and make structural improvements, the Board approved 

   several summer construction projects.  These projects include resurfacing the back parking 

   lot at Pleasantdale Elementary School, retiling the hallways at Pleasantdale Elementary  

   School, and HVAC improvements at Pleasantdale Middle School.  Bids were submitted and 

   opened on May 10, 2016. The lowest bidder for each project is as follows: 

 

   Flooring Replacement  -  Johnson Floor Company  $68,450 

   HVAC Replacement  -  JR Industries $38,382 

   Parking Lot paving replacement -  J&R 1st in Asphalt, Inc.  $188,066 

 

ACTION NO. 54 

Bid Approval  Motion by Barker, seconded by Violante, that the Board of Education accept the bid from 

   Johnson Floor Company for flooring replacement at a cost of $68,450, JR Industries for  

   HVAC replacement at a cost of $32,382, and J&R 1st in Asphalt, Inc. for parking lot paving 

   replacement at a cost of $188,066.  Motion carried by a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Barker,  

   Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, Scaletta-Nelson, Rak, Violante).  

 

NEXT AGENDA Items submitted for the June 2016 agenda include:  

   Amended Budget Hearing; Approve Cleaning Service Contract Renewal; Approve Student 

   Transportation Agreement; Spring Testing Report; Freshman Report; District Goals/School 

   Improvement Plan Report; Approve Prevailing Wage Resolution; Approve Voluntary  

   Student Insurance; Approve Transfer of Interest; Approve Payment of June 30 Bill List;  

   Approve Payment of July Board meeting Bill List; Extra-curricular Report (Written). 
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OPEN FORUM  Giovanna Imbarrato thanked the Superintendent for addressing her concerns regarding  

   the library proposal. As a volunteer she sees the interaction of the librarian with the  

   students, although she feels the iTC position is well overdue, she does have concerns  

   regarding there not being a full time librarian at both schools. She also expressed that  

   ordering for next year has been done at the elementary, so the library aide will have  

   an easy time next year as the work has been done. She doesn’t feel the evaluation that  

   will take place in January will be accurate because of this. Board President Mark   

   Mirabile asked Ms. Imbaratto to submit in writing to the Board her concerns so that  

   they could address them when they evaluate the program.   

 

   Terrie Wepner volunteers in the school libraries and loves Pleasantdale. She expressed her 

   concerns that the district will not be able to find an aide with MLS experience since  

   the pay is low. She asked the district to explore working with our local villages and  

   towns to establish a library for the community.  

 

   Paul Payne expressed his concern that an aide might not be motivated to invest the  

   time to offer ideas and books for the students.  

 

   At 8:50 p.m. the Board took a brief break before making a motion to go into closed  

   session. 

 

ACTION NO. 55 

Closed Session  Motion by Negron, seconded by Scaletta-Nelson, that the Board of Education go into closed 

   session  at 8:59 p.m. to discuss matters relating to the appointment, employment,   

   compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the District. 

   Motion carried by a roll call vote of 7 ayes (Barker, Dedhia, Mirabile, Negron, Scaletta- 

   Nelson, Rak, Violante). 

 

   The Board came out of closed session at 10:40 p.m.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  Motion by Barker, seconded by Mirabile, that the regular meeting adjourns at 10:40 p.m. 

Voice vote. Motion carried.  

 

 

 

App.    President       Secretary_________________________________ 

 





























































































REVENUES  Budget May 2016 YTD % Realized

Education 10,211,421$            160,371$               9,813,317$            96.1%
Oper & Maint 1,631,635$              -$                           1,553,569$            95.2%
Bond/Int 622,250$                 -$                           605,907$               97.4%
Trans 992,993$                 -$                           902,073$               90.8%
IMRF 322,064$                 -$                           328,409$               102.0%
Site/Construction -$                             -$                           -
Working Cash 3,200$                     -$                           2,079$                   65.0%
Tort 82,827$                   -$                           78,502$                 94.8%
Life Safety 3,600$                     -$                           2,320$                   64.4%
Total 13,869,990$            160,371$               13,286,177$          95.8%

EXPENSES Budget May 2016 YTD % Used

Education 10,316,963$            907,920$               8,262,353$            80.1%
Oper & Maint 1,135,372$              74,236$                 963,217$               84.8%
Bond/Int 1,755,153$              -$                           1,631,669$            93.0%
Trans 753,015$                 68,109$                 565,196$               75.1%
IMRF 337,746$                 30,218$                 273,922$               81.1%
Site/Construction -$                             -$                           -$                           -
Working Cash -$                             -$                           -$                           -
Tort 78,609$                   -$                           78,609$                 100.0%
Life Safety 17,650$                   99$                        5,985$                   33.9%
Total 14,394,508$            1,080,583$            11,780,952$          81.8%

May 2016 Revenue and Expenses
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RESOLUTION  
 

OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 
 

PLEASANTDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 107 
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
AUTHORIZING CERTAIN PAYMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education of Pleasantdale School District No. 107, Cook 
County, Illinois, (“Board”) has adopted Board Policy 4:50, which provides that due and payable 
bills will be presented to the Board of Education for approval in advance of the first monthly 
Board meeting, and that the Township Treasurer shall pay those bills upon receipt of a Board 
order, except that the Township Treasurer is authorized, without further Board approval, to pay 
Social Security taxes and wages; and 

WHEREAS, Sections 8-16 and 10-20.19 of the School Code(105 ILCS 8-16, 10-20.19) 
further provide that the Secretary of the Board may certify to the Treasurer the amount of the 
obligations for Social Security taxes and the amount of recurring bills such as utility bills, 
showing the amount and to whom payment is to be made and what budgetary item or items the 
payment shall be debited from, and such certification shall serve as full authority to the Treasurer 
to make such a payment; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is expected that the Board will be obligated to make payment of various 

recurring bills during the period between its meeting of June 15, 2016, and its meeting of August 
17, 2016; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is expected that the Board also will be obligated to make certain non-

recurring, specified payments during the that period; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board will not have a meeting during the month of July at which to 

timely approve such payments. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved by the Board of Education of Pleasantdale 

School District No. 107, Cook County, Illinois that: 
 
Section 1: The Township Treasurer is hereby authorized to make payments during 

the period of June 16, 2016, through August 17, 2016, upon certification of amounts by the 
Board Secretary, of wages and related Social Security and other taxes and pension contributions, 
utility bills, and other recurring bills, including, but not limited to, the list on Attachment A. 
  



 

2 

Section 2: The Township Treasurer is also  hereby authorized to make payments, 
during the period of June 16, 2016, through August 17, 2016, on invoices and vouchers from the 
contractors or vendors listed on Attachment B, provided that a) such payments are made 
pursuant to, and do not exceed the amounts provided in, the respective contracts or purchase 
orders for services and materials previously approved by the Board; and b) the Business 
Manager/CSBO or designee shall review the invoices and vouchers to confirm payments are 
within those parameters, and c) the Secretary shall provide certification of the amounts to the 
Township Treasurer: 

 
Section 3: All disbursements made pursuant to this Resolution shall be included in the 

listing of bills presented to the Board at its first meeting in August 2016. 
 
Section 4: The Board Secretary and Township Treasurer are directed to implement this 

Resolution. 
 
Section 5: This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 
 
 
Adopted this 15th day of June, 2016, by the following roll call vote: 

 
AYES: 
 
NAY: 
 
ABSENT:   
 
     APPROVED: 
 
     _____________________________ 

President, Board of Education 
 

DATE: 
 
     _____________________________ 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Secretary, Board of Education 
 
DATE: 
 
_____________________________ 



1) Employee payrolls
2) Tax and Social Security remittances, TRS and IMRF contributions, insurance and 

benefit premiums and contributions, other required payroll remittances 
3) American Taxi
4) AT&T
5) AT&T Long Distance
6) BMO
7) Canyon Creek
8) CLIC
9) Comcast
10) Current Technology
11) District Management Council
12) First Student
13) Franczek Radelet
14) Frontline
15) FSP
16) Fire & Security Systems, Inc.
17) GCA
18) Global Compliance Network
19) Grand Prairie Transit
20) Helping Hand
21) Hodges Loizzi Eisenhammer
22) IASB
23) Interstate Gas
24) Konica Minolta
25) Lyons Township Superintendent'S Group
26) MailFinance
27) Mileage reimbursements
28) Nextera
29) Nicor
30) Omni
31) RJB Properties
32) Rose Pest Solution
33) Sam's Club
34) School District 107 Imprest Fund
35) School Dude
36) Skyward
37) Village of Burr Ridge
38) Village of Willow Springs
39) Wex Bank

Attachment A



1) Apple Computer $75,788.00
2) Breen's $432.45
3) Caliburn Bat Company $738.00
4) Circle Tractor $90.01
5) Classic Party Rentals $743.75
6) Committee for Children $4,967.00
7) Deere & Company $8,483.74
8) Document Imaging $337.00
9) E2 Services $174,500.96
10) EBSCO $2,000.00
11) ETA hand2mind $1,368.58
12) Houghton Mifflin Harcourt $3,725.00
13) Illinois Principal Association $200.00
14) Illinois School Services, Inc. $717.75
15) Johnson Floor not to exceed $68,450.00
16) JR 1st in Asphalt, Inc not to exceed $188,066.00
17) JR Industries not to exceed $38,382.00
18) Just A Dash Catering $3,062.50
19) Lakeshore Learning $10,513.82
20) Lego Education $400.39
21) Math Learning Center $1,750.00
22) McGraw Hill $1,824.13
23) McGraw Hill - Education $1,778.57
24) NASCO $1,444.16
25) New Dimension Media $1,295.00
26) NWEA $10,775.00
27) Palos Sports $174.53
28) Scholastic $478.00
29) Scholastic Inc $2,091.67
30) Shane's $2,024.23
31) Sunrise HITEK $3,710.00
32) Trinity School $1,182.00
33) Tuition Reimbursement $1,563.75
34) University of Illinois at Chicago $8,000.00
35) Veritiv $10,479.50
36) Virco $549.46
37) Virco $2,922.58
38) Visographic $254.10
39) Wenger $4,143.00

Attachment B



 

The 2015-16 school year brought many positive changes to Pleasantdale School 
District 107.  At the beginning of the year, the administration (with input from the Board 
and Staff) implemented a year-one roadmap for success.  This roadmap was a set of 
goals that allowed our district to focus on a few priority areas and guided the work of 
the administration and teaching staff.  The year-one roadmap focused on six areas: 
Teaching & Learning, Technology, Communication, Finance & Facilities, Culture & 
Climate, and School Board Governance.  Each of these areas included goal 
statements, deliverables, and measures.  The year-one roadmap can be reviewed by 
clicking here​. 
 
The district’s administrative team and the staff worked hard to accomplish the 
ambitious goals outlined in the year-one roadmap.  To help the Board and the 
community see the progress made in a quick and easy way, a ​Goals Scorecard​ was 
developed.  This document focuses on three color-coded scores: Green (achieved), 
Yellow (in progress), and Red (not achieved).  While great progress was made toward 
our goals, we do have some initiatives that are still works in progress.  Specifically, we 
will continue to work toward a standards-based curricular program, enhancing our use 
of instructional technology, and improving the culture and climate within our schools. 
 
Additionally, great progress was made in the completion of school-based goals. Each 
year our schools create school improvement plans that take both district goals and 
school-specific initiatives into account.  Below is a table that outlines school-specific 
goal attainment.  As you can see, some of the goals are specific to a particular school 
and other are shared goals.  
 

Pleasantdale Elementary School Pleasantdale Middle School 

Implement a math intervention program Implement a Multi-Tiered System of 
Support for students struggling with 
school appropriate behavior 

Make improvements to our preschool 
program 

Convene a culture and climate 
committee 

Convene monthly meetings with members of the Teachers’ Association of 
Pleasantdale 

Improve communication with staff through weekly email updates  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0GcxsjS-h7odEZaTHI3UlFHQ1U/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0GcxsjS-h7oMENDNFZITTliNEk/view?usp=sharing


 

  
As we look toward the future, the administration has drafted a new set of goals for the 
2016-17 school year.  These goals build on the great progress we’ve made and allow 
us to take on new initiatives.  The goals fall into four goal areas: Future Planning, 
Student Growth, Innovative Teaching & Learning, and Curricular/Program 
Improvements.  Each one of these goal areas has several deliverables.  Some of the 
highlights of our ​2016-17 Goals​ include: 
 

● Engage the Pleasantdale community in a strategic planning process 
● Implement the legally-required student growth component into our teacher 

evaluation system 
● Implement a 1:1 computing program at fourth and fifth grades 

 
The 2016-17 goals are presented to the Board of Education for discussion in June and 
will be brought to the Board for approval at the August meeting.  
 
Main Takeaways: 

● The district has made great progress completing the year-one roadmap 
● The district will continue to implement the systems and structures that were 

started in the 2015-16 school year. 
● The administration presented the 2016-17 school year goals for discussion. 
● The 2016-17 goals will be brought for approval at the August Board of 

Education meeting. 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SuudruSft6HlalOWPG6DB85RuI4XaA5rPENAZ3VEePo/edit?usp=sharing
































 

In April, the administration launched a community survey to collect feedback from parents, 

staff, and students in grades four through eight.  The goal was to get information on these 

groups’ experiences in our schools and use this information to plot improvements.  The district 

contracted with School Perceptions, a well respected and independent research firm, to 

develop and execute the survey administration.  The survey completion window was two weeks 

for each constituent group.  Below are the response rates for each constituent group. 

● Parents: 217 

● Students: 419 

● Staff: 99 

 

In future years, the School Perceptions survey will be given every even numbered year and the 

Illinois 5Essentials Survey of Learning Conditions will be given every odd numbered year.  This 

cycle of survey administration is sure to give us a clear picture of our schools’ climate and 

culture as well as not lead to survey fatigue. 

 

With such a detailed survey and a high response rate,  there was a sizable about of data to 

review.  The administration has reviewed this data and created a ​video​ that outlines both the 
highlights and areas for growth based on the survey data.  The video provides the viewer with 

feedback from each constituent group as well as a cross section of the data.  The data suggests 

that, overall, the district is meeting the needs of students, parents, and staff; however, there 

are areas for improvement.  These areas include leadership, handling of student discipline,  and 

use of instructional technology.   

 

Moving forward, administrators will use data to inform decisions in our professional goals and 

priorities during our strategic planning process.  Additionally, building level leadership teams 

have been given access to the data and will set school improvement goals using this 

information. 

 

Main Takeaways: 

● Survey garnered a high response rate from all constituents. 

● A public video outlines some specifics of the results. 

● Survey data will be used to set goals and move our district forward.   

   

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Lyons Township High School has provided each of the sending schools data regarding the performance of 
their students in their selected courses for the First Semester of the 2015-16 school year. These data allow us 
the opportunity to see how our students are performing in their selected courses.  
 
Through this data we are able to see the grades achieved by members of the Pleasantdale Class of 2015 in 
the selected courses, the average EXPLORE score from these students, and comparative data to their 
counterparts from the township.  
 
The report provided a comparison of the EXPLORE scores from the students of Pleasantdale to the overall 
average of the LTHS Freshman Class. In general, the Pleasantdale students performed at or slightly higher 
than the averages of the overall class, based on the results of the EXPLORE test. Beginning with the Class of 
2016, the EXPLORE test will not be used as an entrance exam. Instead, LTHS uses other locally provided 
data, including student grades and scores from such tests as MAP or STAR. Currently, all other public feeder 
schools provided MAP scores for placement determination. At the May Board of Education meeting, the 
Pleasantdale Board approved the school’s transition to the MAP test. This will place our students on a level 
playing field for placement, and provide comparative data with our feeder schools from the Class of 2017 and 
on. 
 
Overall grade performance, in comparison to other feeder schools, shows that the Pleasantdale students are, 
in general, achieving at the same level of success at LT, based upon the overall weighted and unweighted 
Grade Point Average Charts provided in the report. 
 
Individual examination of the course performances provided a clearer snapshot into our students’ success. 
There are many areas in which our performance is on pace or exceeds that of the members of the LT 
Freshman Class. Some highlights of these data include: students enrolled in Spanish II classes are 
demonstrating superior performance.  Additionally, students are performing well in upper level Science 
Classes and Humanities (Social Studies) classes.  Finally, students in Algebra are demonstrating success in 
the college prep level class, and English Honors is showing strong performances from our top level students. 
 
Some limited end of year data was provided, upon request, from LT specific to our students. Overall, it 
demonstrated that are students are maintaining a high level of performance, with 80% obtaining Honor Roll 
recognition for at least one semester. Pleasantdale Students were active in sports and activities, with over 
70% participating is competitive clubs or sports. Data regarding other clubs, music, or drama was not 
available at this writing, yet anecdotally remains at a similar high rate of engagement. 
 
There are some implications from the study for future school improvements: 

 There is a greater need for articulation between Pleasantdale Middle School and LTHS in all areas 
and specifically in the Freshman ELA and Humanities courses. This can be accomplished through:  

o Continued dialogue with and classroom observation of LTHS Freshman courses. 
o Ongoing articulation with the LTHS Curriculum Council and LT feeder schools. 

 Learning expectations for all students need to be continually reviewed and refined towards High 
School Standards. 

 There is a need for direct feedback from our student that could be obtained through a freshman 
preparedness survey (starting with Pleasantdale Class of 2016). This is currently being explored with 
LT and the feeder school Superintendents. 

 
 



 

 

 
There are some limitations to the data: 

 Students are not identified except by district, not allowing for tracking of individual student 
performance across the curricula, except by the provided GPA data 

 LTHS does not track final student placement with the recommended placement from the 
LT/Pleasantdale staff members, making a comparison to recommended placement and performance 
not fully possible. Parent/student choice has had an increasingly greater role in course selection at LT. 

 Full participation data in extracurricular activities is not available at this time to determine engagement 
in LTHS programs.  



Pleasantdale Middle 
School

LTHS First Semester Data

Class of 2015



Class of 2015 Explore Data



LTHS Course Selection Process 2015

● Current Course Placement
● EXPLORE Test Data
● TEacher Review of LTHS Recommendations
● Parent/Student Request



LTHS English Placement

Course % of Pleasantdale 
Students 

% of All Feeder Schools

English I Accel Lev IV 25% 35.6%

English I Honors Lev V 48.6% 33.5%

English I Prep  
Humanities Lev III

9.1% 12.9%

English I Prep 17% 19.6%



LTHS English Grades

Course A B C D F I W

English I Accel 
Lev IV

1 11 5 2

English I 
Honors Lev V

13 15 7 2

English I Prep  
Humanities
Lev III

1 2 3 1

English I Prep
Lev III

3 4 3 3





LTHS Math Placement

Course % of Pleasantdale 
Students

% of All Feeder Schools

Adv. Algebra Honors Lev V 1.3% 1.7%

Algebra Accelerated Lev IV 22.1% 27.7%

Algebra Prep Lev III 45.5% 35.7%

Geometry Accelerated Lev 
IV

5.2% 15.7%

Geometry Honors Lev V 26% 18.7%

Geometry Prep Lev III .5%



LTHS Math Grades
Course A B C D F I W

Adv. Algebra 
Honors Lev V

1

Algebra 
Accelerated Lev IV

10 3 4

Algebra Prep Lev 
III

17 10 7 1

Geometry 
Accelerated Lev IV

1 2 1

Geometry Honors 
Lev V

6 8 6

Geometry Prep 
Lev III





LTHS Humanities Placement

Course % of Pleasantdale 
Students

% of All Feeder 
Schools

World History Prep 
Lev III

9.8% 12.3%

World History Lev III 90.3% 84.4%



LTHS Humanities Grades

Course A B C D F I W

World History 
Prep Lev III

3 4

World History 
Lev III

25 21 13 5





LTHS Science Placement

Course % of Pleasantdale 
Students

% of All Feeder 
Schools

Biology Accel Lev IV 60.5% 51%

Biology Prep Lev III 32.8% 42.3%

Physical Science 6.5% 10.9%



LTHS Science Grades

Course A B C D F I W

Biology Accel Lev IV 17 21 7 1

Biology Prep Lev III 2 9 10 3

Physical Science 2





LTHS World Language Placement - Spanish

Course % of Pleasantdale 
Students

% of All Feeder 
Schools

Spanish I Accelerated 
Lev IV

6.1% 4.2%

Spanish I Prep Lev III 12.3% 9.6%

Spanish II 
Accelerated Lev IV

49.3% 34.8 %

Spanish II Prep Lev 
III

16.9% 12.8%



LTHS World Language Grades - Spanish

Course A B C D F W I

Spanish I Accelerated 
Lev IV

3 1

Spanish I Prep Lev III 2 3 3

Spanish II Accelerated 
Lev IV

15 15 2

Spanish II Prep Lev III 2 9





LTHS Freshman Class Unweighted Grades First Semester - 2015-16



LTHS Freshman Class Weighted Grades First Semester - 2015-16



Year-End Highlights

80 % of the Pleasantdale Class of 2015 were 

recognized as LTHS Honor Roll Students for at least   

1 Semester

72% of the Pleasantdale Class of 2015 were 

recognized as LTHS Honor Roll Students for              

Both Semesters



Year-End Highlights
50% of the Pleasantdale Class of 2015 Participated in LTHS Athletics

15 Students were 2 Sport Athletes, 2 were 3 Sport Athletes

20% of the Pleasantdale Class of 2015 Participated in Competitive 
Clubs

3 Students were in 2 Competitive Clubs, 3 Students in 3

4 Students were involved in Snowball Activities (Prevention)



Study Limitations

● Recommended Placement vs. Final 
Placement in classes at LT not tracked

● Full activity participation not available
● Lack of direct student data 



Recommendations

● Continued articulation/observations with LTHS Freshman 
Classes and instructors

● Continued/increased sharing of resources with LTHS 
regarding Freshman Courses - course syllabus, learning 
styles and expectations (writing)

● Collaborate with LTHS and feeder Districts to facilitate a 
Freshman Preparedness Survey



Congratulations to Pleasantdale’s Class of 
2015 - the LTHS Class of 2019

Questions?



 

 

 
 
This year was our second year of the STAR assessment, which brought with it an increased level of 
comfort with the test and a smoother test administration.  Per the administration’s suggestion and the 
Board’s approval,  the district will transition to the MAP test next year.  We predict that the success in 
administration we experienced with STAR will continue as we transition to MAP. 
 
The 2016 testing report provides an at-a-glance look at our student data.  The majority of Pleasantdale 
students met their projected score, though many students made progress, but fell short of the test’s 
projected benchmark.  A minority of students saw a dip in their score from fall to spring.  While we do 
need to continue to look at each child individually, the students who regressed require some additional 
analysis.   
 
It is important to  remember that STAR is not a grade-level assessment.  As a computer adaptive test, it 
adjusts the difficulty of the test as the child progresses through it.  This allows for most children to be 
assessed outside of their grade level.  The reports gleaned from the test allow teachers to pinpoint the 
skills and prerequisites that a struggling child needs in order to meet grade level expectations.  For more 
advanced students, the test demonstrates how well they can apply the strategies and skills they are 
learning in class, which helps teachers differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
As mentioned previously, the data groups students into one of three general categories: meeting the 
projected score, making progress but not meeting the projected score, and regressing from fall to spring. 
 When we consider students who may have regressed during the testing period,  it is important to keep in 
mind the following:  

 A subgroup of the regression category consists of students who scored very high on the 
assessment in the fall.  For example, if a child scores in the 99th percentile in the fall with a 
scaled score of 1089 and then drops by seven scaled score points in the spring (scoring 1082) 
he/she would be in the regression category while remaining in the 99th percentile.  We have 20 
students that fall into this high-achieving regression group, all of whom stayed within the top 85th 
percentile.  

 A second subgroup of the regression category contains students who rushed through the 
assessment.  While teachers often catch the speedy clickers and swipers, they can’t catch all of 
them.  Thirty-five students with score regression completed the test in under 15 minutes. 

 We do have students whose regression requires deeper analysis.  These are students who may 
be targeted for intervention or have recently been enrolled in an intervention class. 

Regardless of the reason, the results of the computer-adaptive testing system allow us to look more 
deeply at student progress than ever before. 
 
One data point can be found in trends within the data, which help us pinpoint curricular gaps and 
opportunities for differentiation.  These themes and trends can help us to pinpoint gaps in curriculum and 
programming as well as help us provide differentiation.   
As we roll out the MAP test, we will continue to delve into the data to benefit our students.  The 2016-17 
school year will bring robust data analysis and goal setting opportunities that will allow teachers to refine 
practices and advance student engagement and achievement.   
 
Presentation takeaways: 

 Computer adaptive tests are not testing students at grade level and require a different type of 
analysis.  

 As we transition into a new testing platform next year, we will provide professional development 
to teachers in order to help them create data-driven instruction. 

 We will continue to analyze data from many angles to improve teaching and learning. 

 

 



Spring Testing Report

2015-16



Kindergarten



AIMSweb Grade 1



Grade 1



Grade 2



Grade 3



Grade 4



Grade 5



Grade 6



Grade 7



Grade 8



Additional Information About Scores that Regressed

Of the scores that regressed:

● Quick test completion time
● Began with a high score
● Score went up in winter
● Looking more closely 



Questions?



Catherine Chang

From: Catherine Chang
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2016 6:04 PM
To: 'Richards, Jennifer'
Subject: RE: FOIA request - Chicago Tribune
Attachments: Inv_16041_from_Radon_Detection_Specialists_Inc_4092.pdf

Dear Ms. Smith Richards, 
 
Thank you for writing to Pleasantdale School District 107 with your request for information, dated on May 13, 
2016 pursuant to the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq. Your specific requests, and the 
District’s response to each request, are as follows: 
 

- Records of all requests to test for lead in water in district-owned or leased facilities. 
The District has not received any requests to test for lead in district-owned facilities. 
  

- Records of the results of all tests for lead in water in district-owned or leased facilities. 
The District has not tested for lead in water in district-owned facilities. 
 

- Records of all contracts related to water-quality testing and records of payments to those vendors 
performing such testing in district buildings. 
The District tested for radon in water at Pleasantdale Elementary School on April 19, 2016 and the 
record of payment to Radon Detection Specialists, Inc. is attached.  
 

Sincerely, 
Catherine Chang 
Freedom of Information Officer 
Pleasantdale School District 107 
708-784-2172 
 
cc: Board of Education 
     Dr. Palzet, Superintendent 
 
 
From: Richards, Jennifer [mailto:jrichards@chicagotribune.com]  
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2016 5:04 PM 
To: foia officer 
Subject: FOIA request - Chicago Tribune 
 
 
 
May 13, 2016 
 
 
Dr. David Palzet 
Pleasantdale SD 107 
7450 Wolf Rd 
Burr Ridge 60527 7714 
 
Dr. David Palzet: 
 



In accordance with the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140), I hereby request your office provide access to 
the following public records from Pleasantdale SD 107 relating to water quality testing and associated environmental 
testing contracts dating back to July 1, 2012: 
 

- Records of all requests to test for lead in water in district-owned or leased facilities. 
- Records of the results of all tests for lead in water in district-owned or leased facilities. 
- Records of all contracts related to water-quality testing and records of payments to those vendors performing 

such testing in district buildings. 
 

If these public records are maintained electronically, please provide them in that format. If this is data tracked in a 
spreadsheet or database, please provide it in its native database format.  In addition, please provide the records as they 
become available.  
 
In the unlikely event that you claim any portion of the above public records to be exempt from disclosure under 5 ILCS 
140, in writing please (i) identify which portion or portions you claim are exempt and the statutory provision or 
provisions you contend apply; (ii) set forth the reasons for your conclusion that such portion or portions are exempt; and 
(iii) release the remainder of such records for inspection and copying, redacting only the portion or portions you claim 
are exempt. 
 
Please feel free to call or email me to discuss this request. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Smith Richards 
312-222-5430 
jrichards@chicagotribune.com 



Pleasantdale Elementary School Activities 
2015­2016 Program Report 

 
Pleasantdale Elementary School enjoyed great success in our extracurricular activities programs 
in the 2015­16 school year.  Further information about activities are described in our annual 
Activities Handbook.  Below are participation figures.  

Art Club 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 3  20 

Grade 4  22 

 
Band/Orchestra 

Grade  Band members  Orchestra members 

Grade 4  36  19 

 
Battle of the Books 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 4  26 

 
Book Clubs (2) 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 3  50 

Grade 4  24 

 
Cheerleading 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 2 girls  30 

 
Chess Club 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade K  5 

Grade 1  8 



Grade 2  12 

Grade 3  10 

Grade 4  12 

 
Geography Club 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 4  20 

 
Homework Club 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 1  4 

Grade 2  3 

Grade 3  6 

Grade 4  7 

 
Intramurals 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 3  37 

Grade 4  44 

 
Lego Clubs (2) 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 1  12 

Grade 2   17  

Grade 3  5 

Grade 4  3 

 
 
 
 
 



Math Lab 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 1  15 

Grade 2 (evolved to more of a Math Club)  60  

Grade 3  22 

Grade 4  12 
 
Open Library 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Kindergarten  23 

Grade 1  46 

Grade 2  30 
 
Post Office 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 3  38 
 
Rainbows 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Kindergarten  3 

Grade 1  2 

Grade 2  4 

Grade 3  1 

Grade 4  3 

 
Spanish Club 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 3  5 

Grade 4  6 



 
Student Council 

Grade  Number of Participants 

Grade 4  47 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pleasantdale Elementary School 
 

Activities Handbook 
 

2015-2016 



Sports and Intramurals 

 
Cheerleading 
Description:   This activity will promote physical fitness and school spirit through the introduction and 

practice of basic cheerleading skills.  

Grade Level: 2nd  

Dates:   January through March  

Time:   11:45-12:25 (during lunch/recess) 

Teacher:  Ms. Halusek 

 

 

 

Intramurals 
Description:  Students will participate in fun team games indoors or outdoors as weather permits. 

Grade Level:  3rd & 4th 

Dates:   October through May 

Time:   8:00 – 8:55 a.m.  

Teacher:  Miss Macek 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs and Activities 
 

Math Lab 
Description: Math Lab is a class for students who would like or need some extra instruction in math.  

The program is designed to be individualized and fun.  Often, curricular concepts are 

taught in slightly different ways. 

Grade Level:  1st through 4th  

Dates:    Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Time:  3:20 - 4:20 p.m. 

Teachers: 

1st grade: Ms. Chorney / Mrs. Sarwark  

2nd grade: Mr. Brade 

3rd grade: Mrs. Borse 

4th grade: Mrs. Rosland 

 

 

Art Club 
Description:  Students will discuss, view and create many different styles of art in 

addition to what is done in class.  

Grade Level:  3rd and 4th Grade 

Dates:   3rd – Thursday, 4th - Fridays, October through May 

Time:  8:15 - 8:55 a.m. 

Teacher:  Mrs. Vervack  

 

 

 

 



Band and Orchestra 
Description:  Band is open to students in 4th grade who would like to get their start in playing a wind or 

percussion instrument.  

Orchestra is open to students in 4th grade would like to get their start in playing a string 

instrument.  

The Band & Orchestra perform concerts in February and May.  
Grade Level:  4th Grade 

Dates/Time:  

Small group practice: 

 Band – M - F at 8:15 a.m. 

 Orchestra – T & W at 8:15 a.m. 

Full Band practice starting in January - Thursdays  

from 3:20 – 4:20 

Full Orchestra practice starting in January – Mondays from 3:20 – 4:20 

Teachers:  Mr. Woltman and Mrs. Burke 

 

 

Battle of the Books 
Description:  The Battle of the Books' program is designed to promote a love of 

reading among our students.  It encourages students to read a variety of 

books and remember information about the plots, characters, and 

settings of the books. It is a fun, academic-based competition that has 

been very successful in school districts throughout the country in 

encouraging students to read. Students will be given permission slips to 

join and will be put on teams for competitions.  

Grade Level:   4th Grade 

Dates:   Books will be distributed after winter break.  The final battle will be in May. 

Time:  During recess on certain days 

Teacher:   Mrs. Crist and Mrs. DuVall 

 

 

Book Club 
Description:  Students will meet once a month during lunch/recess.  Teachers and students will 

discuss the book chosen by the teachers.  Teachers will prepare discussion 

questions and activities for the book.  Throughout the year the students will be 

exposed to fiction and nonfiction books as well as varying genres within the 

fiction and nonfiction books. 

Grade Level:  3rd Grade 

Dates:  Once a month, October through May 

Time:   During lunch/recess  

Teacher: Mrs. Griffin and Mrs. Macek 

 

 

Chess Club 
Description:  Fun, interactive teaching period and guided practice time for both beginners and 

experienced chess players. Chess competition and prizes are planned towards the end of 

the session.  Fee applies to this activity. 

Grade Level:  K- 4 

Dates:    Wednesday’s, two 10-week sessions beginning in October and 

ending in March 

Time:   3:20-4:20 P.M.  

Teacher:  Staff from Chess Scholars 

 



 

Cursive Club 
Description:  Introduce and practice cursive alphabet. 

Grade Level:  3rd Grade 

Dates:    Mondays (October 5, 19, 26 & November 2, 9, 16)  

Time:   During recess and lunch 12:15 – 12:55 P.M.  

Teacher:  Mrs. Borse 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography Club 
Description:  Students that will be focusing on navigating Chicago using public transportation 

– learning to read maps, train schedules and bus schedules. Parents of 

children that participate in Geography Club will be asked to chaperone 

their child on field trips into the city on a Saturday. This day is geared 

to letting the children practice navigational skills and safety practices 

they have learned in the club. 

Grade Level:  4th 

Dates:   Meetings will be held on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. prior to the field trip.  

Teachers:  Mrs. Windisch and Ms. McFadden 

 

 

 

 

Homework/Study Club 
Description:   An activity to promote an opportunity for all 3rd and 4th grade students to 

work on their homework or to study in a quiet environment.  It will 

support students in the completion of their homework.  Teachers also 

help to identify students who may need additional support and 

organize permission slips.  They keep communication open to ensure 

that we are meeting the students’ homework and study needs.  

Grade Level:   3rd and 4th   

Dates:    October through May on Monday & Wednesday 

Time:    3:20-4:20 P.M.  

Teachers:  Ms. Biagini/Mrs. Tindall 

 

 

 

Lego Club 
Description:   Students will experience hands-on engineering fundamentals 

as they build motorized models using LEGO bricks.  

Curriculum introduces children to engineering, architecture 

and scientific principles while important skills such as 

sequencing, following step-by-step directions and special 

/relational thinking are developed.  Fee applies to this activity. 

Grade Level:  1st – 2nd 

Dates:   Mondays- 3:20 – 4:15 p.m.  

Teacher:  Bricks 4 Kidz staff 

 

 



Lunch Bunch Book Club 
Description: The Lunch Bunch Book Club will meet once a month to eat lunch and to discuss 

books in the library. It is open to all 4th graders. Students will have 2 titles to 

choose from every month. They can sign up for a title once or twice throughout 

the year OR participate every month.  This was designed for students to simply 

have fun reading and to have even more fun sharing what students read with 

others. 
Grade Level:  4th grade 

Dates:  Group A – Thursday’s (except 10/28) (10/28, 11/12, 12/10, 1/21, 2/18, 3/10, 4/21) 

  Group B – Thursday’s (10/22, 11/19, 12/17, 1/28, 2/25, 3/17, 4/28) 

Time:   12:25-12:55 
Teacher: Mrs. Smith 

 

 

 

Noon Study 
Description: Noon Study is an option for students instead of going outside for lunch recess.  Students 

can read or study independently.   Noon Study is held in our library on a daily basis.   

Grade Level:  1st – 4th  

Dates:  Every day during lunch recess 

Teachers:  Pleasantdale staff 

 

 

 

Open Library  
Description:  Students will be able to check out two additional books 

from the library to take home with them. In addition to 

checking out books, we will have story time, activity 

sheets, board games, themed movies, etc., depending 

on the month.  

Grade Level:  Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd  

Dates:   Mondays in November through May 

Once a month for each grade level 

Time:   3:20 - 4:20 p.m. 

Teachers:   Mrs. Tindall and Ms. Keller 

 

 

 

Pen Pal Club 
Description:  Pen Pal Club is for fourth grade students interested in using 

their Spanish to get to know a student from an Colegio 

Colombo Hebreo, a private elementary school in Bogotá, 

Colombia.  Students will learn about a new culture and some 

new words as they send and receive letters from their 

Colombian pen pals.  Students will also have a real-world 

opportunity to speak Spanish when they Skype with their pen 

pals at the end of the year. 

Grade Level: 4th Grade 

Dates:  January 8th through May 20th 

Time:  Friday’s during recess (12:15 – 12:35) 

Teachers:   Mrs. McPherson 

 



 

 

Post Office 
Description:  Every classroom and office in the school has a postal address. Students 

write letters and place them in letter deposit boxes. Third grade students 

collect, sort and deliver the letters to each classroom.  

Grade Level:   3rd Grade 

Dates:   Through the year      

Time:   Recess 

Teachers:   Mrs. Griffin and Miss Macek 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainbows 
Description:  A peer support group for grieving students. Students talk, share 

experiences and learn coping skills from one another when divorce or 

death touches their young lives. 

Grade Level:  1st through 4th  

Dates:   One day per week running for approximately 14 weeks 

Time:   Recess and Lunch  

Teacher:  Mrs. Spetter and other trained facilitators 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish Club 
Description:  Spanish club offers enrichment to new and struggling Spanish students. It is a 

small group setting where students get more individualized attention from the 

teacher and where they can engage in communicative practice with their 

peers. 

Grade Level:  3rd and 4th  

Dates:   Thursdays  

Time:  8:15 - 8:55 a.m. 

Teacher:  Mrs. McPherson 

  

 

 

 

 

Spelling Bee 
Description:  Students will train and compete in a spelling competition. 

Grade Level:  1st through 4th  

Dates:   Spring 

Teacher:  Mrs. Vidakovich and Mrs. Borse 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Student Council 
Description:  Students will work with each other to create activities and ideas to promote school spirit 

through the Pleasantdale community throughout the school year. 

Grade Level:  4th  

Dates:   Throughout the school year 

Teachers:  Miss Macek and Mrs. Griffin 

 

 

 

Yearbook/Camera Club 
Description:  Students will be able to create and design the Pleasantdale 2014-2015 

yearbook.  Students will learn how to use a camera, insert pictures, 

format, add captions, and work cooperatively.  This will allow 

students to have ownership and pride of their yearbook.  

Grade Level:  4th 

Dates:  October through January on Thursdays during recess/lunch. After January, weekly after 

school. 

Teachers:  Mr. Emso and Mr. Woltman 



 

Pleasantdale Middle School Athletics and Activities 
2015­2016 Program Report 

 
Pleasantdale Middle School enjoyed great success in our athletic and activities program in the 
2015­16 school year, with high student engagement in our programs, outstanding results by our 
athletic teams, and the addition of many new activities sparked by student interest. Further 
information about the athletic and activities program are included in our annual “Clubs, 
Activities, Intramurals, and Athletics” handbook, included with this report. Below are some of 
the school year highlights, including participation data at each grade level in these programs. 

Pleasantdale Middle School Athletics 
Mark Dreher ­ Athletic Director 
 
Students at Pleasantdale Middle School compete in the Lyons Township Elementary School 
Athletic Conference. Competitive athletics are offered in 13 sports at the 7th and 8th Grade level. 
Additionally, students in grades 5­8 compete can compete in interscholastic Cross Country. The 
cheerleading program also falls under athletics, but is non­competitive. Additionally, the 
Hodgkins Park District offers Championship Tournaments in several of the programs. 
 
Of the 13 possible Conference Championships in the Lyons Township Elementary School 
Athletic Conference, Pleasantdale captured 10 titles. Pleasantdale also captured 4 Hodgkin 
trophies, 2 first and 2nd place titles. 
 
Pleasantdale Conference Champs 2015­16: 
7​th​ Grade: 
Girls basketball 
Boys Basketball 
Girls Softball 
Boys Volleyball 
* Girls Volleyball places 2nd in both Conference and the Hodgkins Tournament 
 
8​th​ Grade: 
Girls Basketball 
Boys softball (also won the Hodgkins Tournament) 
Boys Basketball 
Girls Volleyball (also won the Hodkins Tournament) 
Girls Softball 
Boys Volleyball (Placed 2​nd​ in the Hodgkins Tournament) 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Athletic Participation by Grade 

Grade  Number of Participants  Percentage of Grade 

Grade 5  22  24% 

Grade 6  21  19% 

Grade 7  60  67% 

Grade 8  64  65% 

 
Multiple Sport Athletes by Grade 

Grade  2 Sport Athletes  3 Sport Athletes 

Grade 5  na  na 

Grade 6  3  na 

Grade 7  23  11 

Grade 8  23  10 

* ​In addition, one student at the 8th Grade level participated in an unprecedented 4 programs. 
 
Pleasantdale Middle School Activities Programs 
Jennifer Driscoll ­ Activities Director 
 
The Pleasantdale Activities Program offers a wide range of opportunities for students to explore 
their interests and have fun with their peers. Programs, such as Team Tigers, offer sports and 
recreational physical activities for students at all grade levels. Intramural Clubs are offered 
throughout the year, with activities varying each month. Competitive programs include 
Scholastic Bowl and Science and Math competitions. Music programs are offered in all grade 
levels in Band, Orchestra, and Choir, and include our annual School Musical. 
 
Several popular new intramural activities offered this year sparked great student engagement and 
interest. These include: Harry Potter Club, Cooking Club, Gardening Club, Debate Club,Yoga, 
and Fishing Club.  
 
Art Club continues to be extremely popular with our students, with an average of 20+ students 
participating before and after school in art activities. 
 
 

 



 

Our Competitive Activities, with our students achieving great success in Science and Math 
competitions. Additionally, we served as the host for the Scholastic Bowl Regional Competition, 
placing 3rd in the Tournament. 
 
Given the fluid nature of these programs, tracking student participation can be at times 
challenging, with students often moving from one event to another. Below is a summary of the 
student participation, by grade level, in these programs. These numbers are exclusive of the 
music programs and such activities as Tutor Club, Open Library. Student Council events enjoyed 
great student involvement at Movie Nights, Friday Night Live, and The 3 on 3 Basketball 
Tournament, yet due to the singular nature of these activities, they are not included in the 
numbers on the chart below. 
 
Additionally, participation tends to decline as the students move through the grades and become 
more involved in the Interscholastic Athletic Programs.  
 
Activities Participation by Grade 

Grade  Number of Participants  Percentage of Grade 

Grade 5  76  83% 

Grade 6  80  73% 

Grade 7  60  67% 

Grade 8  54  55% 

 
Music Program Participation by Grade 

Grade  Band  Choir  Orchestra  Number of 
Participants 

Percentage 
of Grade 

Grade 5  36  27  27  59  64% 

Grade 6  13  21  14  42  39% 

Grade 7  13  26  7  41  46% 

Grade 8  14  5  4  22  23% 

 
We are fortunate and appreciative of the programs available for our students. Our graduating 
Class of 2016 reported that 97% of the students participated in at least one activity over their 
years at Pleasantdale Middle School, with the majority involved in several activities over their 
years at our school. 
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ACTIVITIES OFFERED AT PLEASANTDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
ATHLETICS 
 
Boys Basketball 
 Grade Level: 7th and 8th grade 
 Length of season: late-October – late January 
 Practices: 3:30 – 5:00 – M, T, Th, F 
 
Boys Softball 
 Grade Level: 7th and 8th grade 
 Length of season: beginning of school year – early October 
 Practices: 3:30 – 5:00 – M, T, Th, F 
 
Boys Volleyball 
 Grade level: 7th and 8th grade 
 Length of season: early April – late May 
 Practices: 3:30 – 5:00 – M, T, Th, F 
 
Cheerleading 
 Grade Level: 7th and 8th grade 
 Length of season: early November – late January 
 Practices: 3:30 – 5:00 – M, T, Th, F 
 
Co-Ed Soccer 
 Grade level: 7th and 8th grade 
 Length of season: early April – mid-May 
 Practices: 3:30 – 5:00 – M, T, Th, F 
 
Cross Country 
 Grade Level: 5th – 8th 
 Length of season: beginning of school year – mid-October 
 Practices: 3:30 – 5:00 – M, T, Th, F 
 
Girls Basketball 
 Grade Level: 7th and 8th grade 
 Length of season: beginning of school year – late October 
 Practices: 3:30 – 5:00 – M, T, Th, F 
 
Girls Softball 
 Grade level: 7th and 8th grade 
 Length of season: early April – mid-May 
 Practices: 3:30 – 5:00 – M, T, Th, F 
 
Girls Volleyball 
 Grade level: 7th and 8th grade 
 Length of season: late January – late March 
 Practices: 3:30 – 5:00 – M, T, Th, F 
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CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
 
BAND and ORCHESTRA PROGRAM offers students the opportunity to further their 
instrumental music skills in a performance-based arena.  Pleasantdale has the 
following ensembles for students to learn and further their passion.  

 
Middle School Concert Band is open to students in grades 6, 7 and 8 who play a 
band instrument.  Activities include two concerts per year, workshops at LTHS, 
Solo & Ensemble Festival, and Great America Music Festival.  

 
Fifth Grade Band is open to all students in fifth grade who play a band instrument.   
Activities include two concerts per year, Solo & Ensemble Festival, and an ice 
cream social with the 4th grade band. 

 
 Jazz Band is open to all current Concert Band members in grades 6, 7 and 8 who 
play the following instruments:  Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, Piano, Bass, 
Drums and Guitar.  Auditions may be necessary.  Other instruments may be 
included in Jazz Band at the discretion of the director.  Activities include two 
concerts per year and a workshop at LTHS.   

 
Middle School Orchestra is open to students in grades 6, 7 and 8 who play a 
string instrument.  Activities include two concerts, Great America Music Festival, 
Solo & Ensemble Festival, and workshops at LTHS.  
 Fifth Grade Orchestra is open to any fifth grader who plays a string instrument.  
Activities include two concerts per year, Solo & Ensemble Festival, and an ice 
cream social with the 4th grade orchestra. 
 
Fifth Grade Orchestra is open to any fifth grader who plays a string instrument.  
Activities include two concerts per year, Solo & Ensemble Festival, and an ice 
cream social with the 4th grade orchestra. 

 
 
Grade level: 5-6-7-8 
Length of activity: All Year 
Lesson Times: One pull-out lesson per week by  

instrument on a rotational basis. 
 
Full Group Rehearsal Times: 
Concert Band 7:30a.m. – 8:15a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Jazz Band 7:30a.m. – 8:15a.m. Fridays 
Middle School 
Orchestra 

7:30a.m. – 8:15a.m. Mondays and Wednesdays 

Fifth Grade Band 3:30p.m. – 4:20p.m. Mondays and Thursdays 
Fifth Grade Orchestra 3:30p.m. – 4:20p.m. Tuesdays  
 Night and Saturday performances are involved 
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CHORUS encourages students to develop their musical interests and skills through 
performance activities.  There are no auditions for the three distinct choral groups.   
 

Low Key is open to all boys in grades 5-8.  We perform songs 
specifically for the male voice. Highlights include winter 
and spring concerts, 5th grade ice cream social, and 6th-
8th grade Great America festival. 

 
One Voice is open to all girls in grades 5-6.  We 
perform unison songs, rounds, canons and part 
songs to develop the young female voice.  
Highlights include winter and spring concerts and 
the ice cream social music event. 

 
Treblemakers is open to all girls in grades 7-8.  We 
perform a wide variety of female repertoire in 2 and 3 
part harmony. Highlights include the LTHS choral festival, 
winter and spring concerts, and Great America festival. 

 
Rehearsal Times 
Low Key 7:30a.m. – 8:15a.m. Mondays 
One Voice 7:30a.m. – 8:15a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Treblemakers 7:30a.m. – 8:15a.m. Wednesdays and Fridays 
 
 
Open Library enables students to collaborate, create, research and utilize the many 
resources in the IMC for completion of classroom assignments.   
 
Grade Level:  5-6-7-8 
Length of activity: All Year 
Meeting times: 3:25p.m.-4:30p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
 
 
MATH CLUB a math enrichment program for 6th-8th graders that builds math skills, 
promotes logical thinking and sharpens students’ analytical abilities.  Students will 
have opportunities to participate in a variety of math contests. 
 
Grade Level:  6-7-8 
Length of activity: November - April 
Meeting times: Thursday mornings 
 
 
 
PAW PRINTS –Students have the opportunity to write poetry and 
prose pieces throughout the year and then submit finished pieces 
(blind entry) to be considered for publication.   
 
Grade Level:  5-6-7-8 
Length of activity: All Year 
Meeting times: 3:25p.m.-4:30p.m. Tuesdays 
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PEER TUTORS are volunteers who help tutor another 
student in the Tutor Room on a regular basis in a particular 
subject area.  Peer tutors must exhibit strong leadership 
qualities.  

Grade Level:   6-7-8 
Length of activity: All Year 
Meeting times: 3:25p.m.-4:30p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays 

 
  
RECYCLING CLUB is a voluntary service organization where students make a 
yearlong commitment to helping the school in its recycling efforts.  Students who 
volunteer will be assigned certain days to gather recycling during their rec time.  
 
Grade Level: 6-7-8 
Length of activity: All Year 

Meeting times: TBA 
 
 
SCIENCE CLUB -  for 5th and 6th grade students.   
 
Grade Level:  5-6 
Length of activity: All Year 
Meeting times: 3:25p.m. - 4:30p.m. One Tuesday/month 
 

SCHOLASTIC BOWL is an academic extracurricular competition.   Students 
participate in study activities and simulating competition during practice sessions.   

 
Grade Level:  5-6-7-8 
Length of activity: January - April 
Meeting times: After School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SPRING MUSICAL provides an outlet for students to showcase 
their thespian talents.  Auditions are held in January.  Cast 
members have three months to learn the script, songs, and 
choreography.    
  
Grade Level:  6-7-8 
Length of activity: Late January – Late April 
Meeting times: 3:25p.m. – 5p.m. daily 
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   Night performances involved 
 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL is a student-focused organization that works to enhance the 
school and community. Leadership and citizenship are qualities that define the 
organization. 4 Officers are elected by the student body, and all students are invited 
to join as advisory reps. 
 
Grade Level: 5-6-7-8 
Length of activity: All Year 
Meeting times: 7:30 a.m. – Wednesdays 
 
 

TEAM TIGERS provides all students the opportunity to participate in a wide-variety 
of team sports and activities throughout the course of the school year. Participation 

in open, and students can attend any or all sessions of each activity. 

 
Grade Level:  5-6-7-8 
Length of activity: All Year 
Meeting times: 3:25p.m. - 4:30p.m. Tuesdays, Thursdays 

 

 

TUTOR CLUB – enables students to have a quiet and 
supportive environment for completion of assignments and to 
have additional instruction in subject areas.  

 
Grade Level:  5-6-7-8 
Length of activity: All Year 
Meeting times: 3:25p.m. - 4:30p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

YEARBOOK encourages students 
to become involved in all aspects 
of capturing the memories of the 
school year. 
 
Grade Level:  8 
Length of activity: All Year 
Meeting times: 7:30a.m.  
Three days a week. 
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INTRAMURALS 
 

The intramural program offers a variety of activities centered on students’ interests.  
These offerings are scheduled monthly, are posted on the district website and on 
our school Intramural bulletin board.  Students are encouraged to “drop-in” on any 
session.    
 
 
Anticipated choices: 

 Team Tigers athletics – different activity each month, including: 
 Volleyball 
 Softball 
 Floor Hockey 
 Flag Football 
 Ultimate Frisbee 
 Badminton 
 GaGa Ball 
 
  

 Book Club 

 Open Art (before/after school) 

 Cooking Club 

 Debate Club 

 SAT Prep 

 Gardening Club 

 Fantasy Football 

 Dog Treats 

 Writer’s Workshop 

 Chess Club 

 Poetry/Spoken Word Club 

 Minecraft 

 Harry Potter Club 

 Board Games 

 Fishing 

 Nature Writing Walks 

 Yoga 

 Others to be determined 
 
  
Grade Level: 5-6-7-8 
Length of activity: All Year 
Meeting times: 3:25p.m.-4:30p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
 or 7:30-8:15 a.m. on Monday - Friday 
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