
Agenda of Workshop

The Board of Trustees
McAllen Independent School District

A Workshop of the Board of Trustees of the McAllen Independent School District will be held 
Tuesday, March 24, 2026, beginning at 5:30 PM Auditorium/McAllen High School, 2021 La 
Vista, McAllen, TX 78501.  

Items listed on this agenda may be taken in an order other than as shown on this agenda.  Unless 
removed from the consent agenda, items identified within the consent agenda will be acted on at 
one time.

At this meeting there may be discussion and action by the Board on the item(s) and subject(s) 
listed as follows:

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
2. PUBLIC COMMENT(S)
3. INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES

A) Recognition of the 2026 District Spelling Bee Winners
Item Submitted: Dr. Rosalba De Hoyos, Associate Superintendent for 
Instructional Services and Jeanette Nino, Associate Superintendent for 
Instructional Leadership
Presenter: Presenter: Dr. René Gutiérrez, Superintendent

B) Recognition of the Battle of the Books District and Regional Winners 
Item Submitted: Dr. Rosalba De Hoyos, Associate Superintendent for 
Instructional Services and Jeanette Nino, Associate Superintendent for 
Instructional Leadership
Presenter: Presenter: Dr. René Gutiérrez, Superintendent

C) Recognition of the Elementary District Science Olympiad Winners
Item Submitted: Jeanette Nino, Associate Superintendent for 
Instructional Leadership
Presenter: Presenter: Dr. René Gutiérrez, Superintendent

4. ATHLETICS
A) Recognition of McAllen Memorial High School Athletics 

Item Submitted: Brian McClenny, Director of Athletic Department
Presenter: Presenter: Dr. René Gutiérrez, Superintendent
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B) Recognition of James "Nikki" Rowe High School Athletics
Item Submitted: Brian McClenny, Director of Athletic Department
Presenter: Presenter: Dr. René Gutiérrez, Superintendent

C) Recognition of McAllen High School Athletics 
Item Submitted: Brian McClenny, Director of Athletic Department
Presenter: Presenter: Dr. René Gutiérrez, Superintendent

5. FINE ARTS
A) Recognition of McAllen High School Vertical Team/Fine Arts 

Item Submitted: Debra Loya, Director of Fine Arts Department
Presenter: Presenter: Dr. René Gutiérrez, Superintendent

B) Recognition of McAllen Memorial High School Vertical Team/Fine 
Arts
Item Submitted: Debra Loya, Director of Fine Arts Department
Presenter: Presenter: Dr. René Gutiérrez, Superintendent

C) Recognition of James “Nikki” Rowe High School Vertical Team/Fine 
Arts 
Item Submitted: Debra Loya, Director of Fine Arts Department
Presenter: Presenter: Dr. René Gutiérrez, Superintendent

6. ADJOURNMENT

If, during the course of the meeting, discussion of any item on the agenda should be held in a closed meeting, the Board will 
conduct a closed meeting in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Government Code, Chapter 551, Subchapters D and 
E. Before any closed meeting is convened, the presiding officer will publicly identify the section or sections of the Act authorizing 
the closed meeting. All final votes, actions, or decisions will be taken in open meeting.

Pursuant to Texas Government Code 551.127, a member or employee of a governmental body is authorized to participate 
remotely in a meeting of the governmental body through a videoconference call, as long as a quorum of the governmental body is 
physically present at the location of the Board Meeting. Any video conference conducted pursuant to this section will comply with 
the technical requirements of this section.

Pursuant to Texas Government Code 551.129, the Board of Trustees may use a telephone conference call, video conference call, 
or communications over the internet to conduct a public consultation with its attorney in an open meeting of the governmental 
body, or, a private consultation with its attorney in closed meeting of the governmental body.

The notice for this meeting was posted in compliance with the Texas Open Meeting Action on March 11, 2026 by 5:00 p.m.
Norma Ramirez, on behalf of Board of Trustees.
 

7

8

9

10

11

2



BOARD RECOGNITION FORM 
McALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Meeting Date (Recommended): 

Title of Recognition: 

Photographer Requested: 

AV needs: 

Approved for Recognition: 
Superintendent of Schools 

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. Fill out "Board Recognition Form" in its entirety at least 12 working days before the recommended date for presentation.
2. Submit completed form to Community Information Office with a cc to immediate supervisor and the Secretary to the Board of Trustees

Following the superintendent's executive team approval, confirmation of recognitions (year-at-a-glance) will be done via e-mail each week. 
Honorees are instructed to report to the Community Information office at 5:15 p.m. on their designated Board Meeting date. 

Attachment: 

RENE GUTIERREZ (Mar 10, 2026 16:58:49 CDT)

March 24, 2026

Yes
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BOARD RECOGNITION FORM 
McALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Meeting Date (Recommended): 

Title of Recognition: 

Photographer Requested: 

AV needs: 

Approved for Recognition: 
Superintendent of Schools 

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. Fill out "Board Recognition Form" in its entirety at least 12 working days before the recommended date for presentation.
2. Submit completed form to Community Information Office with a cc to immediate supervisor and the Secretary to the Board of Trustees

Following the superintendent's executive team approval, confirmation of recognitions (year-at-a-glance) will be done via e-mail each week. 
Honorees are instructed to report to the Community Information office at 5:15 p.m. on their designated Board Meeting date. 

Attachment: 

RENE GUTIERREZ (Mar 10, 2026 08:24:52 CDT)

March 24, 2026

Yes
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BOARD RECOGNITION FORM 
McALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Meeting Date (Recommended): 

Title of Recognition: 

Photographer Requested: 

AV needs: 

Approved for Recognition: 
Superintendent of Schools 

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. Fill out "Board Recognition Form" in its entirety at least 12 working days before the recommended date for presentation.
2. Submit completed form to Community Information Office with a cc to immediate supervisor and the Secretary to the Board of Trustees

Following the superintendent's executive team approval, confirmation of recognitions (year-at-a-glance) will be done via e-mail each week. 
Honorees are instructed to report to the Community Information office at 5:15 p.m. on their designated Board Meeting date. 

Attachment: 

RENE GUTIERREZ (Mar 10, 2026 11:21:56 CDT)

March 24, 2026

Yes
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BOARD RECOGNITION FORM 
McALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Meeting Date (Recommended): 

Title of Recognition: 

Photographer Requested: 

AV needs: 

Approved for Recognition: 
Superintendent of Schools 

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. Fill out "Board Recognition Form" in its entirety at least 12 working days before the recommended date for presentation.
2. Submit completed form to Community Information Office with a cc to immediate supervisor and the Secretary to the Board of Trustees

Following the superintendent's executive team approval, confirmation of recognitions (year-at-a-glance) will be done via e-mail each week. 
Honorees are instructed to report to the Community Information office at 5:15 p.m. on their designated Board Meeting date. 

Attachment: 

RENE GUTIERREZ (Mar 5, 2026 13:40:17 CST)

March 24, 2026

Yes
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BOARD RECOGNITION FORM 
McALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
Meeting Date (Recommended): 

 
Title of Recognition: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photographer Requested: 
 
 
AV needs:  
 
 
 
 
 

Approved for Recognition:        
                                               Superintendent 

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. Fill out "Board Recognition Form" in its entirety at least 12 working days before the recommended date for presentation. 
2. Submit completed form to Community Information Office with a cc to immediate supervisor and the Secretary to the Board of Trustees  
 
Following the superintendent's executive team approval, confirmation of recognitions (year-at-a-glance) will be done via e-mail each week.  
Honorees are instructed to report to the Community Information office at 5:15 p.m. on their designated Board Meeting date. 

RENE GUTIERREZ (Mar 5, 2026 13:40:41 CST)

March 24, 2026

Yes
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BOARD RECOGNITION FORM 
McALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
Meeting Date (Recommended): 

 
Title of Recognition: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photographer Requested: 
 
 
AV needs:  
 
 
 
 
 

Approved for Recognition:        
                                               Superintendent 

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. Fill out "Board Recognition Form" in its entirety at least 12 working days before the recommended date for presentation. 
2. Submit completed form to Community Information Office with a cc to immediate supervisor and the Secretary to the Board of Trustees  
 
Following the superintendent's executive team approval, confirmation of recognitions (year-at-a-glance) will be done via e-mail each week.  
Honorees are instructed to report to the Community Information office at 5:15 p.m. on their designated Board Meeting date. 

RENE GUTIERREZ (Mar 5, 2026 13:41:03 CST)

March 24, 2026

Yes
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BOARD RECOGNITION FORM 
McALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
Meeting Date (Recommended): 

 
Title of Recognition: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photographer Requested: 
 
 
AV needs:  
 
 
 
 
 

Approved for Recognition:        
                                               Superintendent 

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. Fill out "Board Recognition Form" in its entirety at least 12 working days before the recommended date for presentation. 
2. Submit completed form to Community Information Office with a cc to immediate supervisor and the Secretary to the Board of Trustees  
 
Following the superintendent's executive team approval, confirmation of recognitions (year-at-a-glance) will be done via e-mail each week.  
Honorees are instructed to report to the Community Information office at 5:15 p.m. on their designated Board Meeting date. 

RENE GUTIERREZ (Mar 10, 2026 13:27:49 CDT)

March 24, 2026

Yes
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BOARD RECOGNITION FORM 
McALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Meeting Date (Recommended): 

Title of Recognition: 

Photographer Requested: 

AV needs: 

Approved for Recognition: 
Superintendent 

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. Fill out "Board Recognition Form" in its entirety at least 12 working days before the recommended date for presentation.
2. Submit completed form to Community Information Office with a cc to immediate supervisor and the Secretary to the Board of Trustees

Following the superintendent's executive team approval, confirmation of recognitions (year-at-a-glance) will be done via e-mail each week. 
Honorees are instructed to report to the Community Information office at 5:15 p.m. on their designated Board Meeting date. 

RENE GUTIERREZ (Mar 10, 2026 13:27:19 CDT)

March 24, 2026

Yes
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BOARD RECOGNITION FORM 
McALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Meeting Date (Recommended): 

Title of Recognition: 

Photographer Requested: 

AV needs: 

Approved for Recognition: 
Superintendent 

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. Fill out "Board Recognition Form" in its entirety at least 12 working days before the recommended date for presentation.
2. Submit completed form to Community Information Office with a cc to immediate supervisor and the Secretary to the Board of Trustees

Following the superintendent's executive team approval, confirmation of recognitions (year-at-a-glance) will be done via e-mail each week. 
Honorees are instructed to report to the Community Information office at 5:15 p.m. on their designated Board Meeting date. 

RENE GUTIERREZ (Mar 10, 2026 13:27:32 CDT)

March 24, 2026

Yes
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	Agenda
	1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
	2. PUBLIC COMMENT(S)
	3. INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
	A) Recognition of the 2026 District Spelling Bee Winners

Item Submitted: Dr. Rosalba De Hoyos, Associate Superintendent for Instructional Services and Jeanette Nino, Associate Superintendent for Instructional Leadership
	Board Recognition 2026 District Spelling Bee - signed

	B) Recognition of the Battle of the Books District and Regional Winners 

Item Submitted: Dr. Rosalba De Hoyos, Associate Superintendent for Instructional Services and Jeanette Nino, Associate Superintendent for Instructional Leadership
	Board Recognition Battle of the Books - signed

	C) Recognition of the Elementary District Science Olympiad Winners

Item Submitted: Jeanette Nino, Associate Superintendent for Instructional Leadership
	Board Recognition Request- District Elementary Sci Olympiad - signed


	4. ATHLETICS
	A) Recognition of McAllen Memorial High School Athletics 

Item Submitted: Brian McClenny, Director of Athletic Department
	Recognition of McAllen Memorial High School Athletic Teams March 24, 2026 - signed

	B) Recognition of James "Nikki" Rowe High School Athletics

Item Submitted: Brian McClenny, Director of Athletic Department
	Recognition of James Nikki Rowe High School Athletics March 24, 2026 - signed

	C) Recognition of McAllen High School Athletics 

Item Submitted: Brian McClenny, Director of Athletic Department
	Recognition of McAllen High School Athletic Teams March 24, 2026 - signed


	5. FINE ARTS
	A) Recognition of McAllen High School Vertical Team/Fine Arts 

Item Submitted: Debra Loya, Director of Fine Arts Department
	March 24_2026 Board Recognitions McHi Vertical Team Fine Arts - signed

	B) Recognition of McAllen Memorial High School Vertical Team/Fine Arts

Item Submitted: Debra Loya, Director of Fine Arts Department
	March 24_2026 Board Recognitions Memorial Vertical Team Fine Arts - signed

	C) Recognition of James “Nikki” Rowe High School Vertical Team/Fine Arts 

Item Submitted: Debra Loya, Director of Fine Arts Department
	March 24_2026 Board Recognitions Rowe Vertical Team Fine Arts - signed


	6. ADJOURNMENT

	Text12: Recognition of the 2026 District Spelling Bee Winners
	Text13: Person(s) Being Recognized (include names & description i.e student at X High School):
1st Place District Spelling Bee Winner: Karin Prols from De Leon Middle School
2nd Place: Zackary Bickley from Brown Middle School
3rd Place: Luca Guido from Cathey Middle School

Reason for Recognition: 
It is our distinct honor to recognize three finalists from the McAllen Independent School District Spelling Bee that took place on Friday, January 23, 2026.  These three finalists represented our district at the Regional Spelling Bee which was held on March 14, 2026.

Please note any items that will be presented:
	Text16: Name of Presenter: Sandra Garcia
Phone: 956-632-8787
eMail: sandra.garcia2@mcallenisd.net
	Text121: Recognition of the Battle of the Books District and Regional Winners
	Text131: Person(s) Being Recognized (include names & description i.e student at X High School):
Wilson Elementary Battle of the Books Jr. District Winners: 
Kira Morales, Lucah Gonzales, Irving Mendez and Sophia Montez
Millie Dennett (Sponsor)

Gonzalez Elementary Battle of the Books and 2nd Place at Regionals: 
Lita Alonso, Matilda Alonso, Silvana Caballero and Elizabeth Tognetti
Jennifer Wright (Sponsor) 

De Leon Middle School Battle of the Books Middle School District Winner and 1st Place at Regionals:
Amelia Perez, Karin Prols and Victoria Hernandez
Celeste Lopez (Sponsor)

Lamar Academy Battle of the Books High School District Winners: 
Chenna Kim, Chevin Kim, Vladislava Milova and Madeleine Sophie Newton
Ariana Guel (Sponsor) 

Reason for Recognition: 
McAllen ISD librarians participated in a district wide competition with Battle of the Books Jr and Battle of the Books Elementary students competing at Rowe High School on January 20th.  The middle schools and high schools competed on January 22nd at Rowe High School.  All first place teams advanced to finals where Gonzalez Elementary placed 2nd and De Leon Middle School placed 1st where they competed against 12 teams from across the Region February 17th - February 20th.  

Please note any items that will be presented:
	Text161: Name of Presenter: Ann Vega
Phone: 956-972-5600
eMail: JennyAnn.Vega@mcallenisd.net
	Text122: Recognition of the Elementary District Science Olympiad Winners
	Text132: Person(s) Being Recognized (include names & description i.e student at X High School):
Alvarez Elementary: Edson Lara and Daniel Villarreal
Castaneda Elementary: Joaquin Ramos, Joseph Garza, Hector Perez, Alexander Quijano, Evelyn Elizondo and 
Mia Garcia
Fields Elementary: Abril Araujo, Kevin Orozco, Kylie Guerrero, Lenin Vindel, Kate Centeno and Jose Vela
Garza Elementary: Theo Albright
Gonzalez Elementary: Victoria Castro, Hannah Choutpalli, Luis Acosta and Adelaide Newton
Hendricks Elementary: Adriel Reyes and Conor Macias
Houston Elementary: Iker Moreno and Camilla Ramirez
McAuliffe Elementary: Leobardo Trejo,Sarah Gaytan and Jasmine Jasso
Milam Elementary: Camila Rodriguez, Shiloh Leslie, Ellie Lerma, Mason Miller, Keira Cadena, Nadelyn Martinez, 
Emma Hess, Cash LaMantia and Jude Liguez
Perez Elementary: Julianna Beltran, David Fuentes, Noemi Chacra, Diego Alanis, Nicolas Espino, Luke Phillips and Zoey Olague
Rayburn Elementary: Ethan Gutierrez, Penelope Perez, Mack Roberts, Carlie Vergara, Diego Pecina and Eliazar Flores
Roosevelt Elementary: Matthew Vidal, Juan Barrera, Rene Barrera and Alexis Rodriguez
Sanchez Elementary: Betzaida Gomez, Camila Martinez, Ronan Anderson and Benjamin De La Garza
Thigpen-Zavala: Gael Leal, Iker Zepeda, Jeilani Perez, Ricardo Acedo, Madelyn De La Fuente and Matilda Salazar

Reason for Recognition:  On Saturday, February 7, 2026, campuses competed in our inaugural Elementary District Science Olympiad hosted at South Texas College.  There were over 250 students competing in 12 different hands-on events that challenged students to think critically and work as a team to solve problems.  Tonight, we are recognizing the students that placed in the Top 3 for their event at this competition.

Please note any items that will be presented:
	Text162: Name of Presenter: Stephanie Beltran
Phone: 956-632-8402
eMail:stephanie.beltran@mcallenisd.net
	Text123: Recognition of McAllen Memorial High School Athletic Teams 
	Text133: Person(s) Being Recognized (include names & description i.e student at X High School):


Reason for Recognition: 

Swimming- Regional Qualifiers
Wrestling- Regional Qualifiers
Cheer- UIL Spirit State Championship Participants


Please note any items that will be presented:

None
	Text163: Name of Presenter: Brian McClenny
Phone: (956) 618-6089
eMail: bmcclenn@mcallenisd.net
	Text124: Recognition of James "Nikki" Rowe High School Athletic Teams
	Text134: Person(s) Being Recognized (include names & description i.e student at X High School):


Swimming
Wrestling
Girls Basketball
Cheer

Reason for Recognition: 

Swimming- Regional Qualifiers 
Wrestling- Regional Qualifiers
Girls Basketball- Bi-District Champions, Area Champions, Regional Semi-Finalist
Cheer- Regional Champions, UIL State Top 20, UCA Nationals Top 10



Please note any items that will be presented:

	Text164: Name of Presenter: Brian McClenny
Phone: (956) 618-6089
eMail: bmcclenn@mcallenisd.net
	Text125: Recognition of McAllen High School Athletic Teams
	Text135: Person(s) Being Recognized (include names & description i.e student at X High School):


Swimming
Wrestling
Cheer
Boys Basketball


Reason for Recognition: 

Swimming- Regional Qualifiers, State Qualifiers, Girls- District Champions

Wrestling- Regional Qualifiers, State Qualifiers; Girl- State Champion 

Cheer- UCA Southwest Regionals 1st Place, Texas UIL State Championship & Finalists 9th Place,
Top 10 at UCA Nationals

Boys Basketball- Bi-District Champions, Area Champions, Regional Semi-Finalist



Please note any items that will be presented:

	Text165: Name of Presenter: Brian McClenny
Phone: (956) 618-6089
eMail: bmcclenn@mcallenisd.net
	Text126: Recognition of McAllen High School Vertical Team/Fine Arts
	Text136: Person(s) Being Recognized (include names & description i.e student at X High School):
McAllen High School Fine Arts Students

Reason for Recognition: 
*McAllen High School Mariachi Oro Students Place 2nd at Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza
*McAllen High School Mariachi Oro Students Earn Finalist at Texas Association of Mariachi Educators (TAME) Mariachi State 
*McAllen High School Mariachi Oro Students Earn Vocal Semi-Finalist at FESTIBA Conference 
*McAllen High School Mariachi Oro Students Earn Sweepstakes at State UIL
*McAllen JV Mariachi Juventil de Oro Earn Finalist at TAME Mariachi State 
*McAllen High School Dance Students Earn Divison 1, Top Scoring Team, & Line of Champions at
Texas Dance Educators' Association (TDEA) Competition & Showmakers of America Competition



Please note any items that will be presented: 

	Text166: Name of Presenter: Debra Loya
Phone: 956-618-6085
eMail: debra.thomas@mcallenisd.net
	Text127: Recognition of McAllen Memorial High School Vertical Team/Fine Arts
	Text137: Person(s) Being Recognized (include names & description i.e student at X High School):
McAllen Memorial High School Fine Arts Students

Reason for Recognition: 
*McAllen Memorial High School Mariachi Los Potrillos Students Earn Superior Rating at Region 15 Mariachi UIL Evaluation 
*McAllen Memorial High School Mariachi Los Potrillos Students Earn Finalist at Texas Association of Mariachi Educators (TAME) Mariachi State 
*McAllen Memorial High School Mariachi Los Potrillos Students Earn UIL State Qualifier
*McAllen Memorial High School Dance Students Earn Division 1 at Texas Dance Educators' Association (TDEA) Competition

Please note any items that will be presented:

	Text167: Name of Presenter: Debra Loya
Phone: 956-618-6085
eMail: debra.thomas@mcallenisd.net
	Text128: Recognition of James "Nikki" Rowe High School Vertical Team/Fine Arts
	Text138: Person(s) Being Recognized (include names & description i.e student at X High School):
James "Nikki" Rowe High School Fine Arts Students

Reason for Recognition: 
*James "Nikki" Rowe High School Mariachi Azteca Students Earn State Finalist at Texas Association of Mariachi Educators (TAME)
*James "Nikki" Rowe High School Mariachi Azteca Students Earn Sweepstakes at State UIL Mariachi 
*James "Nikki" Rowe High School Dance Earn Division 1 at Texas Dance Educators' Association (TDEA) Competition Spring Assessment—Division I
*James "Nikki" Rowe High School Visual Arts Student Rank 1st, 4th, and 6th Place at the Rio Grande Valley Visual Arts Contest
*Alonzo De Leon Middle School Visual Arts Student Ranks 1st Place at the Rio Grande Valley Visual Arts Contest





Please note any items that will be presented: 

	Text168: Name of Presenter: Debra Loya
Phone: 956-618-6085
eMail: debra.thomas@mcallenisd.net


