5131.1

Students

Bus Conduct

School transportation is a student privilege conditional upon satisfactory behavior on buses and at
bus stops.

Students will be advised that, while awaiting or receiving transportation to and from school, they
may be suspended from transportation services for unsatisfactory conduct which endangers persons
or property or violates a Board policy or administrative regulation. Principals shall follow
procedures in Policy 5114 Suspension/Expulsion/Exclusion/Removal when suspending student bus

privileges.

(cf. 5114 Suspension/Expulsion/Exclusion/Removal)
(cf. 5131.5 Vandalism)

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes

10-186 Duties of local and regional Boards of education re school
attendance.

10-220 Duties of boards of education.
10-221 boards of education to prescribe rules.

10-233¢ Suspension of students.

Policy adopted: December 4, 2008 NEW FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Policy reviewed: New Fairfield, Connecticut



5131.1

Students
Conduct on School Bus

The New Fairfield Board of Education is committed to maintaining and improving the safety and
well-being of students and employees. The Board of Education adopts the following policy:

1. Passengers riding in vehicles owned and/or operated by the Board of Education
must wear seat belts when vehicles are so equipped.

2. Passengers must remain seated while any such vehicle is in motion.

Students shall treat bus equipment properly. All damage will be paid for by the
offenders or their parents.

4. Students shall behave in an orderly manner while waiting, boarding, riding on,
and leaving busses. They shall obey the instructions of the driver at all times.

5. If a student is unruly on the bus and refuses to obey the driver, the driver will take
the student to his destination and report him/her in writing to the building
administrator.

Unless there is a reasonable doubt with respect to the safety and welfare of a
student or students, no child shall be denied the privilege of riding a school bus to
and from school on the same day of an infraction of the rules established by the
Superintendent of Schools.

The administrator will discuss the situation as soon as possible with the parent
and student. If the administrator decides to revoke bus privileges the parent will
be notified promptly that the child may not ride the bus. It will be the
responsibility of the parent to transport the child to school during the period that
the privilege of bus transportation is withdrawn. If a parent cannot provide
transportation, in-school or out-of-school suspension may be substituted.

6. The Board is responsible for student safety only while the students are in the
Board's custody, that is, from the time the child boards the bus and until he/she is
safely discharged and across the street. Parents are responsible for the safety of
the child at all other times, including the time when the student is waiting for the
bus at the bus stop.

7. Ceonseolidated—students New Fairfield Elementary School students K-3 will be
dropped off at bus stops if there is an adult or student (aged 12 or older); to meet
the child. If there is no adult or appropriately aged student present, the child will
be returned to school.

The exception to this regulation will be a child whose parent has completed a signed agreement
with the building principal and Superintendent.
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