A LITTLE HISTORY

*Started in 1968 in Geneva, Switzerland with the Diploma Program
in an effort to provide schools internationally with a rigorous
curriculum recognized by universities around the world,
especially for diplomats, business people, military stationed
around the world.

*The Primary Years Program (PYP) for elementary, MYP for middle
school, and the DP for high schools.

*2200 1B schools in 125 countries with the US having the most.

*MN has a strong program and association with 20 DP, 21 MYP and
22 PYP programs.
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TELL ME MORE......

All of the IB programs:

*Have a strong international dimension
*Individual and transdisciplinary subjects

*Emphasize learning another language: Scandia students are
learning Mandarin Chinese.

*Individual and collaborative inquiry

*Research

*Encourage students to be responsible citizens in their community
through their actions in the real world

THE PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAM

Specifically, the PYP for ages 3-12 focuses on the development of the
whole child as an inquirer both in the classroom and in the real
world.

*Emphasizes “international mindedness” through the “Learner
Profile”

*Encourages a positive attitude to learning by engaging students in
inquiries and developing a love of learning so they become
lifelong learners

*Reflects real life by encouraging learning beyond silos of traditional
silos with in depth study across subjects and real life issues.

*The program “frames” the learning activities of a school but is
flexible enough to incorporate state and national standards.
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THE “HEART” OF IB: THE LEARNER PROFILE

The “Learner Profile” is a set of ten aspirational qualities that
inspire and motivate the work of the teachers and students. It is
a list of aims and values that unite all IB schools with a common
focus on the whole child as a lifelong learner.

*Inquirers *Knowledgeable *Thinkers
*Principled *Caring *Communicators
*Open-minded *Risk-takers *Balanced
*Reflective

THE TRANSDISCIPLINARY THEMES

The PYP written curriculum has the distinctive feature of the six
transdisciplinary themes which spiral in rigor from kindergarten
through sixth grade. The traditional school subjects and the
Minnesota state standards are integrated into these themes.
These themes allow students to see how in real life a person’s
learning encompasses all subjects.

*Who We Are
*How We Are in Place and Time

*How We Express Ourselves
*How the World Works

*How We Organize Ourselves
*Sharing the Planet
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THE PROGRAM OF INQUIRY

How do the teachers teach these six transdisciplinary themes?

They develop a program of inquiry (POI) based on a “central idea”
for each of the six themes.

Within that central idea the teachers look at the concepts, skills,
attitudes, learner profile attributes, and actions that they want
the students to know and be able to do at the conclusion of the
theme.

In Minnesota, we also need to be sure that the educational standards
are covered in these themes. Specifically, at Scandia we
integrated many of our social studies, science, art, health, and
literacy standards into our program of inquiry.
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WRITING THE PROGRAM OF INQUIRY

When you come into Scandia Elementary, you will see our entire
Program of Inquiry on display.

You can see which of the six transdisciplinary units our grade levels
have completed and which one the students are studying now.

This Program of Inquiry was written by the teams and our IB
Coordinator, Gerry Seaburg.

It represents many, many hours of work during the school year and
in the summer.

The Program of Inquiry is the foundation of the Program of Inquiry.
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Concept Based
Learning

Now for a little video about how we teach
concepts versus topics

WHY IB IS A GOOD FIT FOR SCANDIA

*The framework allows our teachers to integrate the subjects so
students can study more in-depth on a particular theme....using
inquiry, research, collaboration, critical thinking.

*These are 21 century skills that businesses and professions say
they need from our graduates.

*Our students will be working in a global society.

*Scandia Elementary has a history of academic excellence.

*We are a comprehensive elementary school with a focus on
academic rigor and college readiness.
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THE PROCESS OF AUTHORIZATION

It is 3-4 year process to become fully authorized.

Started in the “Consideration” phase three years ago.

IB Coordinator facilitates staff training and writing of the POI.
Complete application for “Candidacy” two years ago

All staff attended an IB workshop in Minneapolis, as well as training
here at Scandia.

Last spring a consultant from Vancouver came and assessed our
work so far.

Teaching all six units this year. Chinese started in K-2.

Application for authorization due April 1.

THANK YOU

We want to thank you for your support in this journey
to become an International Baccalaureate School!

We invite you to come out and see IB at work in
Scandia!
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