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Linguistic Accommodations for ELLs Participating in the STAAR™ Program

Linguistic accommodations are language supports that decrease the language barrier ELLs experience when
learning and demonstrating knowledge and skills in English. The Texas English Language Proficiency
Standards (ELPS) require all teachers to linguistically accommodate the instruction of ELLs in their classes
commensurate with the students’ English language proficiency levels. Policies for STAAR linguistic
accommodations support these ELPS requirements.

Overview of STAAR Assessments for ELLs

The chart below shows the ways in which the language needs of ELLs are addressed in the STAAR program.

" STAAR' » General state assessments '

(3-8 and EOC} - {e Some Iinguustic accommodaﬁons permltted

i Taken by ELLs who do not quallfy for another assessment below

STAAR Spanish ie Native Ianguage assessments; grades 3—5 only; same subjects as STAAR
e Taken by ELLs for whom a Spanish version of STAAR exists and most appropriately measures

their academic progress
Linguistic accommodations not permitted because students testing in native language

STAAR I. e Linguistically accommodated STAAR mathematics, science, and social studies assessments
More substantial linguistic accommodations than for STAAR

May be administered to ELLs who—

o are not most appropriately assessed with STAAR Spanish, AND 3 ,

o have not yet attained a TELPAS advanced high reading ratmg, AND’})

o have been enrolled in U.S. schools for 3 years or less (5 years or less if a qualifying asylee
or refugee) '

STAAR
Modified

e Assessments for students receiving special education services, including those who are ELLs,
who meet requirements for an alternate assessment based on modified achievement
standards

More substantial and varied linguistic accommodations than for STAAR or STAAR L

STAA
Iternate

e Assessments for students receiving special education services, including those who are ELLs,
who meet requirements for an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement

standards

No specified list of allowable linguistic accommodations; classroom-based observational
assessment design allows for any language or other communication method routinely used
with the student

!
i
3
!

Refer to the TEA ELL Assessment Information webpage for more detailed information
about STAAR assessment program participation requirements for ELLs.

Linguistic Accommodations during Instruction

Linguistically accommodating the instruction of ELLs involves communicating with them in ways they
currently understand while sequencing and scaffolding instruction to foster the learning of grade-level
English and academic content. Linguistically accommodated instruction is differentiated through use of
instructional materials, techniques, and tools that meet the needs of ELLs.

As ELLs learn English, the types of linguistic accommodations that are most suitable change, and the need
for particular accommodations lessen. It is important for teachers to stay attuned to the English language
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