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Around the Schools

Students in Mrs. Vaswani’s class at Innovation Academy spent time last week creating 
food truck businesses. They developed their own menus, calculated how much profit 
they would be making, and made plans for promoting their businesses. 



Around the Schools

At Prince Elementary, last week’s STEAM activity had third-graders tackling engineering and architecture. Teams 
worked together to see who could make the longest paper chain with paper, tape, and scissors!



Around the Schools

We are proud to offer middle school sports in the Amphi 
District. Above, parents gather to learn more about the 
athletics programs at Amphi Middle School, and at right, the 
girls softball team at La Cima Middle School gets ready to take 
the field.



Thank you

Above are photos of just a few of our new teachers who received classroom ‘start up’ grants from the Amphi 
Foundation this year. The Foundation has given out about 35 grants for $250 each to the newest Amphi 
teachers. We are so grateful to the Foundation for their support.



Thank youThank you

Special thanks to Elise McGee, 
who sent in this beautiful photo 
of Ironwood Ridge High School. 
Elise took the picture on August 
13, 2021 a day when Mother 
Nature put on an amazing show!
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AZDHS Data for Pima County

Week of August 1: 168 cases per 100,000 in Pima County. 
Week of July 25:  106 cases
Week of July 18: 69 cases
Week of July 11: 53 cases 

Week of August 1: Test positivity rate = 9.6%
Week of July 25:  7.8%
Week of July 18: 6.4%. 
Week of July 11: 5.3%



District COVID-19 Dashboard
Confirmed Case Data as of this morning (8/20) (includes staff and students) (55 cases currently):

• Amphitheater High School 9
• Canyon del Oro High School 9
• Copper Creek Elementary School 1
• Coronado K-8 School 1
• Cross Middle School 4
• Donaldson Elementary School 1
• Harelson Elementary School 7  (1 additional presumed positive)
• Holaway Elementary School 1
• Innovation Academy 1
• Ironwood Ridge High School 4
• La Cima Middle School 3
• Mesa Verde Elementary School 4
• Painted Sky Elementary School 1
• Prince Elementary School 2
• Rio Vista Elementary School 1
• Walker Elementary School 2
• Wilson K-8 School 4
• Other District Sites 0



School Cases – Pima County

Source:  PCHD



Current Transmission Level:  High
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Mitigation Measures: Vaccinations

• Amphitheater is working with PCHD to host and publicize vaccination 
clinics at our schools – open to the community and eligible students.
• Get vaccinated if you can!
• Per AZDHS:



Masks: A Point of Controversy



Mask Myths: No Data/Research Supports

• The District is not comprised of public health officials or medical 
practitioners.
• Public health agencies generally agree on masking at the current time; 

absent legal restrictions, we have followed their guidance. 
• There is a substantial body of research supporting the use of masks as a 

form of mitigation in our fight against the spread of this virus.



Mask Guidance
• Arizona Department of Health Services (AZDHS):

• Wear masks in public settings.
• Fully vaccinated individuals are recommended to wear masks in indoor public settings where 

transmission is substantial or high.
• CDC (July 27, 2021):

• All staff and students 5 years or older should wear masks indoors unless medical or developmental 
conditions prohibit their use regardless of vaccination status. 

• In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors. 
• Pima County Health Department (PCHD): 

• Fully vaccinated individuals are recommended to wear masks in indoor public settings where 
transmission is substantial or high.

• SB 1824 (ARS 15-342.05), passed by legislature, created new Arizona law which 
prohibits school mask mandates. 
• We will not violate state law, but a recent court ruling clarified this law is not yet 

effective and efforts to make it so were unconstitutional.   (Effective Date: September 
29, 2021)
• In absence of law, I feel constrained to be guided by public health guidance – not 

politics, not funding, not threats, not insults and vulgar slurs.



Mitigation Measures: Quarantine & Isolation

• Amphitheater is working with PCHD on contact tracing and case 
investigation for positive cases and close contacts. 
• What’s a close contact? 
• Anyone within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or 

more over a 24-hour period. 
• Where the parties involved are wearing masks, this zone is reduced to 3 feet of 

distance.

• An infected person can spread COVID-19 starting from 2 days before they 
have any symptoms (or 2 days before the positive specimen collection 
date) until they meet criteria for discontinuing home isolation. 
• Isolation and quarantine recommendations will be determined by PCHD 

through contact tracing and case investigation. 



Mitigation Measures: Quarantining

• A.R.S. § 36-624 enables county health departments to adopt quarantine 
and sanitary measures to prevent the spread of an infectious or 
contagious disease within their jurisdictions.
• PCHD is implementing such protocols during the current pandemic and 

the District is subject to the law.
• Pursuant to A.R.S. § 36-630, any person who violates such a measure is 

guilty of a class 3 misdemeanor. 
• Again, we will comply with the law.  All laws.
 



Quarantine & Isolation Public Health Order
• Unvaccinated or partially vaccinated close contacts must remain at home and 

be excluded from school and extra-curricular activities. 
• Unvaccinated or partially vaccinated close contacts who remain asymptomatic 

may return on or after day seven (7) upon providing documentation of a valid 
negative COVID-19 test collected on or after day 5 of the quarantine. 
• Close contacts who can provide documentation of a completed COVID-19 

vaccination series may return to school immediately if asymptomatic. 
• Individuals who are vaccinated should test for COVID-19 between day 3 and 5 

of their exposure to someone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19, as well 
as continue to mask.

PIMA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT SANITARY MEASURE 2021-01



Additional Information on District Website


