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Important Dates

June 2, 
2025

89th Texas Legislative 
Session Ends

January 14, 
2025

89th Texas Legislative 
Session Begins

140 days



Senator, Tan Parker
Senate, District 12

Representative, Richard Hayes
House District 57

Representative, Andy Hopper
House District 64
 

Representative, Mitch Little
House District 65

Meetings with local Policy 
makers



Approved Priorities:

• Adequate Funding

• Sensible Accountability



• Legislative expansion of Chapter 37 over time has led to an erosion of local 
control over school discipline.

• Texas Education Agency interpretation and enforcement of ambiguous 
language in Chapter 37 leads to agency lawmaking inconsistent with specified 
legislative intent.

• Schools must be provided the ability to ensure that disruptive students are not 
permitted to continuously disrupt the learning of other students or risk the 
safety of teachers or other students.

• Denton ISD has always valued the important of parental rights regarding the 
education of their children. As partners in the education process parents also 
have the responsibility to ensure that their children are participating 
productively in the educational system. 

Chapter 37 Coalition



Questions?



Dr. Susannah O’Bara, Superintendent
Dr. Jeremy Thompson, Deputy Superintendent
Dr. Deron Robinson, General Council
 

DENTON ISD PUBLIC 
EDUCATION
FUNDING



8

186 sq. miles
33,350 students

4,690 Educators/Staff
45 Campuses (PreK-12)



Denton ISD Board Goals



“A�general�diffusion�of�knowledge�being�essential�to�the�preservation�of�the�

liberties and rights of the people, it shall be the duty of the Legislature of the 

State to establish and make suitable provision for the support and 

maintenance�of�an�efficient�system�of�public�free�schools.”

The Texas Constitution
Article 7, Section 1



FUND PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS FIRST



TEXAS RANKS IN THE BOTTOM 10 
IN PER PUPIL SPENDING

Olivia 
Wilson
Manager

Donna 
Stroupe
Manager

Claudia 
Alves

Business Head

https://www.raiseyourhandtexas.org/policy/school-funding/



        2024-2025 Deficit Budget: $19,917,396

WHERE DENTON ISD STANDS

2024-2025 Expenditures: $342,048,541

2024-2025 Revenue: $322,131,145



HOW WE GOT HERE
Since the beginning of the 23-24 School Year:

• $6,592,071 School Health and Related Services (SHARS) loss of 
funding

• $7,438,226 Transportation funding gap
• $4,440,228 Safety and Security requirements annual funding 

gap from House Bill 3, 88(R) 
• $256,338 Denton County Appraisal District cost increase
• $2,529,103 (and climbing) Utilities cost increase
• $1,545,452 Property Casualty Insurance cost increase
• $10,000,000 in raises in 2023 based on assurances that the $4 

billion in the state budget would be flowed to public schools

$32,801,418 
TOTAL 

BUDGET 
IMPACT



        2024-2025 Deficit Budget: $19,917,396

WHERE DENTON ISD STANDS
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DENTON ISD SPECIAL 
EDUCATION FUNDING GAP

Under IDEA, schools are required to provide certain services and 
afford additional protections to special education students.

• Cost of providing services: approx. $52,260,136
• Funding received from state grants, federal grants, state 

weighted funding to implement these services : $42,400,803
• Denton ISD special education funding gap: $9,859,333



DENTON ISD TRANSPORTATION 
FUNDING GAP

Texas schools are not required to provide transportation to all students, 
the fact that schools are funded on attendance and not enrollment 
creates the need to ensure students have a way to get to school. 

• To provide these services costs: $9,628,493
• The funding received to implement these services: $2,190,267
• Denton ISD transportation funding gap: $7,438,226



DENTON ISD SAFETY AND 
SECURITY FUNDING GAP

House Bill 3 increased the school 
safety allotment but also the required 
safety expenditures. 

• Denton ISD’s funding: $985,750
• Implementing HB3 costs Denton ISD 

approx. $5,425,978
• Denton ISD Safety and Security 

funding gap: $4,440,228



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD: UPDATED AUGUST 
14 PREKINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 12 TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY FUNDING IN ACTUAL 

AND CONSTANT DOLLARS FISCAL YEARS 2016 TO 2025 Source: FIGURE 151, pg 221



https://www.lbb.texas.gov/Documents/Publications/Fiscal_SizeUp/Fiscal_SizeUp_2024-25.pdf

FISCAL SIZE-UP



BASIC ALLOTMENT



HOW MUCH DOES A DISTRICT RECEIVE?
A District is funded using a formula that is set 
in state statute and is based on the number of 
students enrolled, student demographics, 
attendance and the school’s participation in 
special programs.

The district funding formula is includes:
• Basic allotment - $6,160 per student and does 

not include an inflation factor
• Average Daily Attendance (ADA) – average 

number of students who come to class on any 
given day

• Weighted-student units – student populations 
that need more educational resources including 
those classified as at-risk, economically 
disadvantaged, bilingual, special education, gifted 
and talented, career and technical education, and 
dyslexia.

Student Attendance is important!

When students come to class, they not only increase their 
learning�opportunities,�but�they�also�increase�their�district’s�
state funding for the year. 

If the district increased its average daily attendance by only 
155�students,�the�district’s�state�funding�would�increase�by�
approx. $1.2 million, which means more funds for the 
activities that are important to you and your family.

However, a decrease of 310 students in average daily 
attendance for the school year would earn the district approx. 
$2.1 million less in state funding.
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DENTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 revenue per aVERAGE DAILY 

ATTENDANCE
available for daily operation $8,690

BASIC 

$8,690

$6,108 Operating 
Revenue Fulfilled 

By Local 
Property Taxes



 



QUESTIONS?


