Student Code of Conduct Amendments
2023-2024

Legislative bills from the 88th Legislative Session that affect the Student Code of Conduct:

House Bill (HB) 114 amends Chapter 37 to make clear that conference, hearing, and review
provisions in 37.009(a) apply to all removals for mandatory placement in a Disciplinary
Alternative Education Program (DAEP) and mandatory expulsions. This bill requires a
student to be placed in the DAEP if the student possesses, uses, or is under the influence of,
or sells, gives, or delivers marijuana, THC, or an e-cigarette to another person within 300 feet
of school property or at a school-related event. The requirement for mandatory expulsion for
felony marijuana, THC, and alcohol-related conduct has been removed. In addition, the bill
allows a program of educational and support services to be provided to a student and parents
for an offense involving e-cigarettes.

If a DAEP is at capacity, a student who commits an offense related to marijuana, THC, e-
cigarettes, alcohol, or abusable volatile chemicals shall be placed in in-school suspension
(ISS) until a place in a DAEP becomes available or the period of the student’s placement
ends. If a DAEP is at capacity when a student who engaged in violent conduct needs to be
placed, a district may move a student placed in DAEP for conduct related to marijuana, THC,
an e-cigarette, alcohol, or an abusable volatile chemical to ISS to make room for the student
who engaged in violent conduct. If a district removes a student from a DAEP to ISS, the
student must be returned to a DAEP if a place becomes available before the end of the period
of placement.

House Bill (HB) 3928 amends Chapter 37 to require the district to provide information to a
student’s parent or person standing in parental relation to the student about the process for
requesting a full individual and initial evaluation of the student for purposes of special
education services both when a student is placed in the DAEP under Section 37.006 and as
part of the student’s personalized transition plan developed by the campus administrator.

Senate Bill (SB) 37 amends Chapter 37 to remove the requirement for a report of hazing or
planned hazing to be submitted in writing. The bill allows a report to be made to a peace
officer or law enforcement agency, in addition to a dean of students or other institutional
official. The bill also provides immunity from liability for any person, including an entity
organized to support an organization, who reports a specific hazing incident to certain people,
including a peace officer or law enforcement agency, if the person makes the report before
being contacted by the educational institution or law enforcement agency and cooperates in
good faith with the investigation conducted by the institution or law enforcement agency.

House Bill (HB) 1427 expands the offense of harassment under Penal Code 42.07 to include
making obscene, intimidating, or threatening telephone calls or other electronic
communications from a temporary or disposable telephone number provided by an internet
application or other technological means.
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