
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

September
2024

EDUCATION



AGENDA
ACCESS Data

Seal of Biliteracy Data

ESL Program�ing

HoLA Program�ing



ACCESS Testing
Annual English proficiency
assessment (January-February)

   -Listening -Speaking -Reading  -Writing
Does not measure students’ academic
achievement or content knowledge
Determines continued el igibi l ity or
exit from ESL/Bil ingual services
Exit Criteria: 4.8 Composite
Proficiency Level



ACCESS Data



The I l l inois State Seal of Bil iteracy is
an award presented at graduation in
recognition of attaining a high-level
of proficiency in English and in one

or more other language. It is official ly
designated on a student’s transcripts

and high school diploma.

Seal of Biliteracy



Seal of Biliteracy
English

Proficiency
SAT/ACT
ACCESS
AP Lang.
AAPPL

Arabic   

Harlem #122
established
the I l l inois

State Seal of
Bil iteracy in
2018-2019

Thirty-seven
high school
graduates

have received
the I l l inois

State Seal of
Bil iteracy 

World Language
Proficiency

AP Lang.
AAPPL

French Mandarin
Gernman
Ital ian
Japanese

Korean

Portuguese
Spanish



Philosophy
The philosophy of the Harlem School District is for all of our students to develop high

levels of English proficiency while maintaining, and whenever possible, enhancing
their linguistic diversity. We will support our students to maintain their first language
as they develop skills in English. We will develop a comprehensive model to address
the short and long-term academic programming goals of our English Learners (ELs).
A student identified as EL is entitled to services until such student obtains a minimum

Overall Composite Proficiency Level of 4.8 on ACCESS. Thus, districts must continue to
provide ELs with appropriate services until they achieve these cut scores on ACCESS.

Harlem Language Academy (HoLA) Mission Statement
The Mission of the Harlem Language Academy (HoLA) is to help
our diverse learners reach high levels of academic achievement,

Biliteracy, and Bilingualism, in a safe and engaging learning
environment while fostering Biculturalism. 



ESL Programming

ESL--19 or
fewer MLs of
the same
language
Core academic
instruction in
English
Become English
proficient while
valuing the
home language

Elementary:
Push-in
Pull-out

Secondary
Co-taught
ELA, Science,
& History
Self-
contained:
Newcomers
English Class
I & I I  (HHS)

PARKER CENTER
LOVES PARK

MAPLE
ROCK CUT

HARLEM MIDDLE
SCHOOL

HARLEM HIGH
SCHOOL

433 English
Learners
39 Different
Languages
Top 5
Languages

Spanish
Swahil i
Serbian &
Vietnamese
Arabic
Turkish



https://youtu.be/Xwun-addE58?si=PtMhgtpzz-hSa75P


HoLA
*Bil ingual *Bil iterate *Bicultural

20 or more
MLs of the
same
language
Core
academic
instruction in
English and
the home
language
ESL 

Research and best
practices in Dual

Language
Education

Tool for
planning
Self-reflection
Continual
improvement

Program
Structure

1.

Curriculum2.
Instruction3.
Assessment and
Accountabil ity

4.

Staff Quality
and Professional
Development

5.

Family and
Community

6.

Support and
Resources

7.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CZQP4lci_AwdwFRIjVz49Z_0HfERs8Dy/view?usp=sharing


HoLA
*Bil ingual *Bil iterate *Bicultural

Builds Strong
Social
Connection &
Cultural
Awareness
Strengthens
Self-Perception
and Identity
Improves
Cognitive
Dexterity &
Problem-solving
Skil ls

Bil ingual
Bi l iterate
Bicultural
Increased level
of academic
achievement
through
instruction in
two languages
Work towards
obtaining the
Seal of
Bil iteracy

Elementary:
90/10 Dual
Language
Program
K-5th grade
Parker Center
Machesney
Elementary
School

134 Students

Secondary:
HMS
Two core
classes in
Spanish

Spanish
Language
Arts
Social
Studies

              or
Science

57 Students





Bilingual Parent
Advisory Committee

Collaborate with school district leadership
regarding bi l ingual programs
Provide recommendations for Bil ingual/ESL
programs
Participate in the planning, operation, and
evaluation of the EL programs within the district
Plan and help implement parent education and
involvement activities to support the teaching and
learning of ELs
Serve as a communication l ink between staff and
other multi l ingual famil ies
Review the district’s Bi l ingual Service Plan and EL
portion of the Evidence-Based Spending Plan

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QAiIznYIqwbn9ZK_T2g806cTh2DEtQGz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eqbVRHN4sEJfBAA-jb_xTxfCRkD8jt0I/view?usp=sharing



