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WHY ARE WE 

CONTEMPLATING ASKING 

FOR NEW REVENUE FROM 

OUR TAXPAYERS NOW?



WHY NOW? – COMPENSATORY FUNDING

Compensatory (Free & Reduced-Price Lunch) 
Revenue is based on student eligibility for 

free/reduced-price meals and provides funds for 
schools to support underprepared students. In 
2023, the state moved to universal free meals, 

which reduces form submissions—and thus 
eligibility data—potentially lowering 

compensatory revenue. The legislature 
appropriated $55 million in FY26 only and 
established a legislative task force to make 

recommendations on future program changes.

For Becker, loss of compensatory revenue 
means fewer resources for interventions like 

extra instruction, early literacy, and math 
support forcing potential difficult choices about 

staffing and programming. 



WHY NOW? – SEASONAL UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Minnesota passed a law in 
2023 extending unemployment 
insurance to non-instructional 

school workers during the 
summer. A $135 million trust 

fund was appropriated to cover 
costs until June 2027 or until 

depleted

After Fiscal Year 2027, districts 
may/must absorb costs—either 
via local levies (from FY 2028 

onward) or general fund budgets



WHY NOW? – PAID FAMILY & MEDICAL LEAVE ACT

Paid Family Medical 
Leave Act (PFMLA) 

modifications commence 
January 1, 2026 

Financial strain from 
these leave requirements 

may lead to reduced 
staff, increased 

operational costs, or 
potential cuts in services



WHY NOW? – OTHER ITEMS OF CONSIDERATION

INCREASE COSTS DUE TO 
ADDITIONAL READ ACT 

REQUIREMENTS 

REDUCTION IN SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

TRANSPORTATION REVENUE

REDUCED STATE FUNDING 
FOR SCHOOL MEALS 

REDUCED STUDENT 
SUPPORT PERSONNEL AID 



ELECTION DATES OF IMPORTANCE

 

Resolution calling for the Operating Levy Referendum is being considered at this July 

7, 2025, School Board meeting. The District Board must act by August 12, 2025, to 

hold a November 4, 2025, Operating Levy Referendum.



NOVEMBER 4, 2025,

BALLOT QUESTION OPTIONS



PLEASE NOTE – THE BALLOT QUESTION 
EXAMPLES INCLUDED IN THIS SLIDE 
SHOW ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY AND 
STILL NEED TO BE REVIEWED AND VETTED 
BY JUSTIN REPPE AT KUTAK ROCK 
(DISTRICT LEGAL / BOND COUNSEL) AS 
OF JUNE 24, 2025

BALLOT 

LANGUAGE 

DISCLAIMER



SINGLE BALLOT QUESTION 

OPTION - $125 PER APU

OPERATING LEVY 

REFERENDUM



Ballot 
Question - 
$125 per 
APU Option

SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION 1

APPROVAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT REFERENDUM 
REVENUE AUTHORIZATION

The School Board of Independent School District No. 726 
(Becker Public Schools), Minnesota has proposed to 
increase its general education revenue by $125 per 
pupil, subject to an annual increase at the rate of 
inflation. The proposed referendum revenue 
authorization would be first levied in 2025 for taxes 
payable in 2026 and would be applicable for ten (10) 
years unless otherwise revoked or reduced by law.  Shall 
the increase in general education revenue proposed by 
the school board of Independent School District No. 726 
(Becker Public Schools), Minnesota be approved?

BY VOTING "YES" ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE 
VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.



BALLOT 

QUESTION -

$125 PER APU 

OPTION

Ballot Question - $125 per APU requests voters to 

approve an increase in its voter approved operating levy 

referendum revenue by $422K annually and will be 

used to fund operational needs district wide.



TAXPAYER NOTICE 

INFORMATION 

FOR $125 PER 

APU OPERATING 

LEVY 

REFERENDUM 

BALLOT QUESTION



SINGLE BALLOT QUESTION 

OPTION - $175 PER APU

OPERATING LEVY 

REFERENDUM



Ballot 
Question - 
$175 per 
APU Option

SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION 1

APPROVAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT REFERENDUM 
REVENUE AUTHORIZATION

The School Board of Independent School District No. 726 
(Becker Public Schools), Minnesota has proposed to 
increase its general education revenue by $175 per 
pupil, subject to an annual increase at the rate of 
inflation. The proposed referendum revenue 
authorization would be first levied in 2025 for taxes 
payable in 2026 and would be applicable for ten (10) 
years unless otherwise revoked or reduced by law.  Shall 
the increase in general education revenue proposed by 
the school board of Independent School District No. 726 
(Becker Public Schools), Minnesota be approved?

BY VOTING "YES" ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE 
VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.



BALLOT 

QUESTION -

$175 PER APU 

OPTION

Ballot Question - $175 per APU requests voters to 

approve an increase in its voter approved operating levy 

referendum revenue by $569K annually and will be 

used to fund operational needs district wide.



TAXPAYER NOTICE 

INFORMATION 

FOR $175 PER 

APU OPERATING 

LEVY 

REFERENDUM 

BALLOT QUESTION



QUESTIONS, 

COMMENTS, 

AND FURTHER 

DISCUSSION
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