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E A To the Administrator Addressed

Texas Education Agency Commissioner Mike Morath

1701 North Congress Avenue ® Austin, Texas 78701-1494 ¢ 512 463-9734 512 463-9838 FAX e tea.texas.gov

DATE: October 23, 2025

SUBJECT: SB 546: Required Reporting on School Bus Seat Belt Costs
CATEGORY: School Safety and Security

NEXT STEPS: Obtain cost information and complete required reporting

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) is committed to supporting school systems in their efforts to
improve safety and security for students, staff, and visitors. This To the Administrator Addressed
(TAA) communication provides information about the mandated information collection and
reporting.

Overview

Not later than the end of the 2025-2026 school year, Senate Bill 546 (89" Regular Legislative
Session) requires school systems that make a budget limitation determination under
Transportation Code, 8547.701(e)(1), to submit to TEA the estimated cost to equip each bus
operated by and/or contracted for use by the district with three-point seat belts.

Reporting in Sentinel

TEA will be launching estimated cost reporting through Sentinel starting on Tuesday, November
11, 2025. Reporting will conclude at 11:59 p.m. on Friday, May 29, 2026. School systems are
required to submit the information requested, with supporting documentation.

In addition to required reporting to TEA, if a school system board has determined that its budget
does not permit the district to purchase or contract buses that are equipped with three-point seat
belts (required in Transportation Code, 8547.701), the following must be presented in a public
meeting:

e The number of buses operated by or contracted for use by the school system that are not
equipped with seat belts, the number that are equipped with two-point seat belts, and the
number that are equipped with three-point seat belts; and

e The estimated cost to equip each bus operated by and/or contracted for use by the school
system with three-point seat belts

As part of the required estimated cost reporting, school systems will be able to participate in a
grant opportunity related to seat belt installation. Details pertaining to the grant will be the
subject of a future TAA.

Guidance and Resources

TEA has created a Guidebook for SB546 Reporting on School Seat Belt Costs to help school
systems prepare for the required reporting. This guidebook includes a preparation guide, data
collection example, form logic chart and program contact information.

To further support school systems with the reporting process, TEA will be hosting a series of Office
Hours sessions throughout the reporting period. Office Hours attendance is optional.


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/pdf/SB00546F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.547.htm#547.701
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.547.htm#547.701
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/guidebook-for-sb-546.pdf

e October 30, 2025, 10:00 a.m. CST e February 26, 2026, 10:00 a.m. CST

e November 6, 2025, 10:00 a.m. CST e April9, 2026, 10:00 a.m. CST

e November 13, 2025, 10:00 a.m. CST e April 16,2026, 10:00 a.m. CST
e November 20, 2025, 10:00 a.m. CST e April 23,2026, 10:00 a.m. CST
e February5, 2026, 10:00 a.m. CST e April 30,2026, 10:00 a.m. CST

Registration information will be posted in Sentinel and is available here: Zoom Registration

Ensuring Sentinel Access

The Bus Reporting Module is available in Sentinel under LEA Modules. It is important that all
relevant personnel are aware of the required reporting procedures and understand how to submit
information in Sentinel correctly.

As part of the collection in Sentinel, school systems will be required to acknowledge that
appropriate personnel have received the access and information necessary to complete the data
collection.

Superintendents or designated staff should brief the Board and confirm that the appropriate team
members have access to Sentinel. Transportation Directors may need to conduct student counts
and gather cost estimates. To help share this information with those who need it, the agency has
provided convenient options for distributing these updates.

Sha're with Share. Wlth. Share this TAA
Superintendent Transportation Director

Questions
If you have questions about the required reporting, please email safeschools@tea.texas.gov.



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Oif3Md-dSMyGp746ZBMhJQ#/
mailto:safeschools@tea.texas.gov
mailto:?subject=Required%20Action%3A%20Senate%20Bill%20546%20Reporting%20%26%20Sentinel%20Access&body=Dear%20Superintendent%20and%20Designee%2C%0D%0A%0D%0AAs%20part%20of%20our%20district%E2%80%99s%20compliance%20with%20Senate%20Bill%20546%2C%20we%20need%20to%20report%20the%20estimated%20cost%20to%20equip%20each%20bus%20with%20three-point%20seat%20belts%20in%20Sentinel.%20The%20reporting%20window%20runs%20from%20November%2011%2C%202025%20through%20May%2029%2C%202026.%20If%20the%20board%20determines%20that%20our%20current%20budget%20does%20not%20allow%20for%20these%20upgrades%2C%20we%E2%80%99ll%20need%20to%20present%20the%20required%20details%20in%20a%20public%20meeting%2C%20including%20bus%20counts%20and%20estimated%20costs.%0D%0A%0D%0APlease%20confirm%20that%20our%20Transportation%20Director%20has%20access%20to%20Sentinel%20and%20is%20prepared%20to%20submit%20the%20necessary%20information.%20This%20step%20is%20critical%20to%20ensure%20accurate%20reporting%20and%20timely%20compliance.%0D%0A%0D%0AFor%20additional%20guidance%2C%20you%20can%20review%20the%20SB%20546%20TAA%20here%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fabout-tea%2Fnews-and-multimedia%2Fcorrespondence.%20The%20SB%20546%20Bus%20Seatbelt%20Study%20Guidebook%20and%20Sentinel%20resources%20are%20also%20available%20to%20assist.%20If%20you%20have%20questions%20or%20need%20support%2C%20please%20reach%20out%20to%20safeschools%40tea.texas.gov.%0D%0A%0D%0AThank%20you%2C
mailto:?subject=Quick%20Update%3A%20Senate%20Bill%20546%20Reporting&body=Dear%20Transportation%20Director%2C%0D%0A%0D%0AJust%20wanted%20to%20share%20a%20quick%20update%20regarding%20Senate%20Bill%20546%2C%20a%20required%20reporting%20on%20seatbelt%20cost.%20Districts%20are%20being%20asked%20to%20report%20the%20types%20of%20seatbelts%20on%20all%20buses%2C%20whether%20three-point%2C%20lap%20belts%2C%20or%20none%2C%20and%20to%20provide%20estimated%20costs%20for%20retrofitting%20three-point%20seatbelts%20where%20needed.%20This%20applies%20to%20both%20district-owned%20and%20contracted%20buses.%0D%0A%0D%0AFor%20more%20details%2C%20you%20can%20review%20the%20SB%20546%20TAA%20here%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fabout-tea%2Fnews-and-multimedia%2Fcorrespondence.%20The%20SB%20546%20Bus%20Seatbelt%20Study%20Guidebook%20is%20also%20a%20helpful%20resource%20available%20on%20Sentinel.%20If%20any%20questions%20come%20up%2C%20feel%20free%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20safeschools%40tea.texas.gov%20or%20connect%20with%20the%20superintendent%20or%20their%20designee%20for%20assistance%20with%20Sentinel%20access.%0D%0A%0D%0AThank%20you
mailto:?subject=Sharing%20Senate%20Bill%20546%20TAA%20Information&body=Hello%2C%0D%0A%0D%0AJust%20wanted%20to%20share%20some%20important%20information%20regarding%20Senate%20Bill%20546%3A%20Seat%20Belts%20on%20Buses%20that%20Transport%20Children.%20The%20Texas%20Education%20Agency%20has%20published%20a%20To%20the%20Administrator%20Addressed%20%28TAA%29%20communication%20with%20details%20about%20reporting%20requirements%20and%20resources.%0D%0A%0D%0AYou%20can%20find%20the%20TAA%20by%20visiting%20the%20TEA%20Correspondence%20page%20and%20looking%20for%20%E2%80%9CSenate%20Bill%20546%3A%20Seat%20Belts%20on%20Buses%20that%20Transport%20Children%E2%80%9D%3A%0D%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fabout-tea%2Fnews-and-multimedia%2Fcorrespondence%0D%0A%0D%0APlease%20review%20this%20information%20and%20share%20it%20with%20anyone%20who%20may%20need%20to%20know.%20If%20questions%20come%20up%2C%20safeschools%40tea.texas.gov%20is%20available%20for%20support.%0D%0A%0D%0AThank%20you%20for%20helping%20keep%20everyone%20informed.
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