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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616
Orig. 1997

Revised: Rev. 20243

616 SCHOOL DISTRICT SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY

[NOTE: Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11 requires school districts to adopt a
comprehensive long-term strategic plan that addresses the review of curriculum,
instruction, student achievement, and assessment. Model Policies 601, 603, and 616
address these statutory requirements. In addition, Model Policies 613-615 and
617-620 provide procedures to further implement the requirements of Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.11.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to focus public education strategies on a process that promotes
higher academic achievement for all students and ensures broad-based community
participation in decisions regarding implementation of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards
and federal law.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Implementation of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards and federal law requires
accountability for the school district. The school district established a system to transition to
the graduation requirements of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards. The school district
also established a system to review and improve instruction, curriculum, and assessment
which will include substantial input by students, parents or guardians, and local community
members. The school district will be accountable to the public and the state through annual
reporting.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Comprehensive achievement and civic readiness World’s best workforce” means
striving to: meet school readiness goals; close the academic achievement gap among
all racial and ethnic groups of students and between students living in poverty and
students not living in poverty; have all students attain career and college readiness
before graduating from high school; and have all students graduate from high school;
and prepare students to be lifelong learners.

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature revised Minnesota Statutes, section
120B.11, including replacement of the term “world’s best workforce” with
“comprehensive achievement and civic readiness.”]

B. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic year of study or a
student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school
district.

IV. ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS; IMPLEMENTATION; EVALUATION AND REPORTING

A. School District Goals

1. The school board has established school district-wide goals that provide broad
direction for the school district. Incorporated in these goals are the graduation
and education standards contained in the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards
and federal law. The broad goals shall be reviewed annually and approved by
the school board. The school board shall adopt annual goals based on the
recommendations of the school district’s Advisory Committee.
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2. The District Advisory Committee created under Policy 603 (Curriculum
Development) is established by the school board to ensure active community
participation in all phases of planning and improving the instruction and
curriculum affecting state and district academic standards.

3. The school district-wide improvement goals should address recommendations
identified through the District Advisory Committee process. The school
district’s goal setting process will include consideration of individual site goals.
School district goals may also be developed through an education effectiveness
program, an evaluation of student progress committee, or through some other
locally determined process.

B. System for Reviewing All Instruction and Curriculum. Incorporated in the process will
be analysis of the school district’s progress toward implementation of the Minnesota
Academic Standards. Instruction and curriculum shall be reviewed and evaluated by
taking into account strategies and best practices, student outcomes, principal
evaluations under Minnesota Statutes section 123B.147, and teacher evaluations
under Minnesota Statutes section 122A.40 or 122A.41.

See ISD 709 Curriculum Review and Adoption Timeline
(www.isd709.org/XXXX
[Insert Local Cycle in this space]

C. Implementation of Graduation Requirements

1. The District Advisory Committee shall also advise the school board on
implementation of the state and local graduation requirements, including K-12
curriculum, assessment, student learning opportunities, and other related
issues. Recommendations of the District Advisory Committee shall be
published annually to the community. The school board shall receive public
input and comment and shall adopt or update this policy at least annually.

2. The school board shall annually review and determine if student achievement
levels at each school site meet federal expectations. If the school board
determines that student achievement levels at a school site do not meet
federal expectations and the site has not made adequate yearly progress for
two consecutive school years, the District Advisory Committee shall work with
the school site to adopt a plan to raise student achievement levels to meet
federal expectations. The District Advisory Committee may seek assistance
from the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE)
(Commissioner) in developing a plan which must include parental involvement
components.

3. The educational assessment system component utilized by the school board to
measure individual students’ educational progress must be based, to the
extent annual tests are administered, on indicators of current achievement
that show growth relative to an individual student’s prior achievement.
Indicators of achievement and prior achievement must be based on highly
reliable statewide or districtwide assessments. The school board will utilize
models developed by the Commissioner for measuring individual student
progress. The school board must coordinate with MDE in evaluating school
sites and continuous improvement plans, consistent with best practices.

D. Comprehensive Continuous Improvement of Student Achievement

1. By June of each year, the District Advisory Committee will meet to advise and
assist the school district in the implementation of the school district system
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accountability and comprehensive continuous improvement process.

2. The District Advisory Committee, working in cooperation with other
committees of the school district [such as the Technology, Educational
Effectiveness, Grade Level, Site Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment
Committees, etc.], will provide active community participation in:

a. Reviewing the school district instructional and curriculum plan, with
emphasis on implementing the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards;

b. Identifying annual instruction and curriculum improvement goals for
recommendation to the school board;

c. Making recommendations regarding the evaluation process that will be
used to measure school district progress toward its goals; and,

d. Advising the school board about development of the annual budget.

3. The District Advisory Committee shall meet the following criteria:

a. The District Advisory Committee shall ensure active community
participation in all planning for instruction and curriculum affecting
Graduation Standards.

b. The District Advisory Committee shall make recommendations to the
school board on school district-wide standards, assessments, and
program evaluation.

c. Building teams may be established as subcommittees to develop and
implement an education effectiveness plan and to carry out methods
to improve instruction, curriculum, and assessments as well as
methods to use technology in meeting the school district improvement
plan.

d. A local plan to evaluate student progress, using a local process, shall
be used for developing a plan for assessment of student progress
toward the Graduation Standards, as well as program evaluation data
for use by the District Advisory Committee in the instruction and
curriculum review process. This plan shall annually be approved by
the school board.

45. Translation services should be provided to the extent appropriate and
practicable.

56. The District Advisory Committee shall meet the following timeline each year:

By End of October Month: Organizational meeting of the Committee to review
the authorizing legislation and the roles and responsibilities of the
Committee as determined by the school board.

By End of November: Review of Comprehensive Achievement and Civic
Readiness plan and provide input to be reviewed by school board.

By End of January Month(s): Agree on the process to be used. Become
familiar with the instruction and curriculum of the cycle content
area.

By End of March Month(s): Review evaluation results and prepare
recommendations.
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By Beginning of June Month: Present recommendations to the school
board for its input and approval.

E. Evaluation of Student Progress Committee

A committee of professional staff shall develop a plan for assessment of student
progress, the Graduation Standards, as well as program evaluation data for use by the
District Advisory Committee to review instruction and curriculum, cultural
competencies, including cultural awareness and cross-cultural communication, and
student achievement at the school site. This plan shall annually be approved by the
school board.

[NOTE: The school board may choose to delete this paragraph regarding an
Evaluation of Student Progress Committee upon consultation with school
administration.]

F. Reporting

1. Consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.36, subdivision. 1, the
school board shall publish a report in the local newspaper with the largest
circulation in the district, by mail, or by electronic means on the school district
website. The school board shall hold an annual public meeting to review and
revise, where appropriate, student achievement goals, local assessment
outcomes, plans, strategies, and practices for improving curriculum and
instruction and cultural competency and efforts to equitably distribute diverse,
effective, experienced, and in-field teachers, and to review school district
success in realizing the previously adopted student achievement goals and
related benchmarks and the improvement plans leading to comprehensive
achievement and civic readiness the world’s best workforce. The school board
must transmit an electronic summary of its report to the Commissioner in the
form and manner the Commissioner determines. The school district shall
periodically survey affected constituencies in their native languages, where
appropriate and practicable, about their connection to and level of satisfaction
with school. The school district shall include the results of this evaluation in its
published reports and in its summary report to the Commissioner.

2. The school performance report for a school site and a school district must
include performance reporting information and calculate proficiency rates as
required by the most recently reauthorized Elementary and Secondary
Education Act.

3. The school district must annually report the district's class size ratios by each
grade to the Ccommissioner of education in the form and manner specified by
the Cccommissioner.

4. The school district must report whether programs funded with compensatory
revenue are consistent with best practices demonstrated to improve student
achievement.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive
Achievement and Civic Readiness the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.35 (Student Academic Achievement and Growth)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.36 (School Accountability)
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Minn. Stat. § 122A.40 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.41 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First Class;
Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.04 (Site Decision Making; Individualized Learning
Agreement; Other Agreements)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.147 (Principals)
Minn. Stat. § 126C.12 (Learning and Development Revenue Amount and Use)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.066040-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.096055 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction
Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 617 (School District Ensurance of Preparatory and
High School Standards)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 619 (Staff Development for Standards)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)
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6020 SYSTEMS ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT

1. School District Goals shall be reviewed annually by the School Board.
2. For each curriculum area, measurable learner outcomes will be developed.
3. Through the Site Improvement Plan Process, the professional staff shall develop

strategies for achieving the goals of the School District at their site and shall identify
a process for reporting progress toward achieving the goals.

4. An advisory committee (Systems Accountability Committee (SAC) shall be
established to advise the School District and assist in the implementation of
instruction and curriculum. This advisory committee shall include administrators,
students, teachers, parents, and other community representatives. The committee
shall be broad based and will represent needs of all students.

5. The School Board shall receive the recommendations of the SAC and adopt goals
which address program strengths and weaknesses as evidenced through the
assessment process.

6. As part of the SAC process, attention shall be given to students who are identified as
special needs, who have limited English proficiency or students on a 504 plan.

7. Annually, the School District staff shall prepare a Systems Accountability report for
the School Board's review and adoption. This report shall be disseminated to all
households in the School District and submitted to the Commissioner of Education by
October 15 of each school year. 

Adopted: 09-10-1985  ISD 709
Revised: 06-20-1995

11-18-1997  
08-17-2004 ISD 709
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6205 EVALUATION OF THE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM

The teachers and administration have the responsibility of regularly evaluating the
educational program in order to maintain an effective and progressive curriculum geared to
our changing society and focused on student achievement.

These evaluations may result in modifications of existing programs which can be
implemented by teachers and administrators. They may also result in recommendations for
major innovations which would be implemented with approval of the School Board.
Outside agencies may be invited periodically at the discretion of the School Board for the
purpose of evaluation.

Adopted: 06-09-1970  ISD 709
Revised: 06-20-1995  

01-18-2005 ISD 709
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601
Orig. 1995

Revised: Rev. 2024

601 SCHOOL DISTRICT CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION GOALS

[Note: Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11 requires school districts to adopt a
comprehensive long-term strategic plan that addresses the review of curriculum,
instruction, student achievement, and assessment. MSBA/MASA Model Policies 601,
603, and 616 address these statutory requirements. In addition, MSBA/MASA Model
Policies 613-615 and 617-620 provide procedures to further implement the
requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish broad curriculum parameters for the school district
that encompass the Minnesota Academic Standards and federal law and are aligned with
comprehensive achievement and civic readiness.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is to strive for comprehensive achievement and civic readiness
in which all learning in the school district should be directed and for which all school district
learners should be held accountable.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a required
content area or elective content area.

B. “Antiracist” means actively working to identify and eliminate racism in all forms in
order to change policies, behaviors, and beliefs that perpetuate racist ideas and
actions.

C. “Benchmark” means specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to
complete part of an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band.

D. “Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness” means striving to: meet school
readiness goals; close the academic achievement gap among all racial and ethnic
groups of students and between students living in poverty and students not living in
poverty; have all students attain career and college readiness before graduating from
high school; have all students graduate from high school; and prepare students to be
lifelong learners.

E. "Culturally sustaining" means integrating content and practices that infuse the culture
and language of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities who have been
and continue to be harmed and erased through the education system.

F. “Curriculum” means district or school adopted programs and written plans for
providing students with learning experiences that lead to expected knowledge, skills,
and career and college readiness.

G. “Ethnic studies” as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.25, has the same
meaning for purposes of this section. Ethnic studies curriculum may be integrated in
existing curricular opportunities or provided through additional curricular offerings.

H. “Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration
through a specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job
shadowing, mentoring, entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, internships,
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other cooperative work experience, youth apprenticeship, or employment.

I. "Institutional racism" means structures, policies, and practices within and across
institutions that produce outcomes that disadvantage those who are Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color.

J. “Instruction” means methods of providing learning experiences that enable students to
meet state and district academic standards and graduation requirements including
applied and experiential learning.

K. “Performance measures” are measures to determine school district and school site
progress in striving for comprehensive achievement and civic readiness and must
include at least the following:

1. the size of the academic achievement gap; rigorous course taking, including
college-level advanced placement, international baccalaureate, postsecondary
enrollment options, including concurrent enrollment, other rigorous courses of
study or industry certification courses or programs, and enrichment
experiences by student subgroup;

2. student performance on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments;

3. high school graduation rates; and

4. career and college readiness under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.30,
subdivision 1.

[Note: Definitions B, E, G, and I are added to Minnesota Statutes
120B.11—the Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness law—effective
August 1, 2023. The definitions apply to revisions to the Comprehensive
Achievement and Civic Readiness law regarding strategic plans; these
revisions are effective “for all strategic plans reviewed and updated after
June 30, 2024.”]

IV. LONG-TERM STRATEGIC PLAN

A. The school board, at a public meeting, must adopt a comprehensive, long-term
strategic plan to support and improve teaching and learning that is aligned with
striving for comprehensive achievement and civic readiness and includes the following:

1. clearly defined school district and school site goals and benchmarks for
instruction and student achievement for all student categories identified in
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.35, subdivision 3, paragraph (b)(2);

[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601, Section IV.B. and MSBA/MASA
Model Policy 616 address this requirement.]

2. a process to assess and evaluate each student’s progress toward meeting state
and local academic standards, assess and identify students for participation in
gifted and talented programs and services and accelerate their instruction,
adopt early-admission procedures consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section
120B.15 and identifying the strengths and weaknesses of instruction in pursuit
of student and school success and curriculum affecting students’ progress and
growth toward career and college readiness and leading to the world’s best
workforce;

[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 addresses this requirement.]

3. a system to periodically review and evaluate the effectiveness of all instruction
and curriculum, taking into account strategies and best practices, student
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outcomes, principal evaluations under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.147,
subdivision 3, students’ access to effective teachers who are members of
populations underrepresented among the licensed teachers in the district or
school and who reflect the diversity of enrolled students under Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.35, subdivision 3(b)(2), and teacher evaluations under
Minnesota Statutes, section 122A.40, subdivision. 8, or 122A.41, subdivision
5;

[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 addresses this requirement.]

4. strategies for improving instruction, curriculum, and student achievement,
including the English and, where practicable, the native language development
and the academic achievement of English learners;

[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 addresses this requirement.]

5. a process to examine the equitable distribution of teachers and strategies to
ensure children in low-income families, children in families of People of Color,
and children in American Indian families are not taught at higher rates than
other children by inexperienced, ineffective, or out-of-field teachers;

6. education effectiveness practices that

a. integrate high-quality instruction, technology, and curriculum that is
rigorous, accurate, antiracist, and culturally sustaining;

b. ensure learning and work environments validate, affirm, embrace, and
integrate cultural and community strengths for all students, families,
and employees;

c. provide a collaborative professional culture that seeks to retain
qualified, racially and ethnically diverse staff effective at working with
diverse students while developing and supporting teacher quality,
performance, and effectiveness; and

7. an annual budget for continuing to implement the school district plan; and

8. identifying a list of suggested and required materials, resources, sample
curricula, and pedagogical skills for use in kindergarten through grade 12 that
accurately reflect the diversity of the state of Minnesota.

B. The school district is not required to include information regarding literacy in a plan
or report required under this section, except with regard to the academic achievement
of English learners.

C. Every child is reading at or above grade level every year, beginning in kindergarten,
and multilingual learners and students receiving special education services are
receiving support in achieving their individualized reading goals pursuant to Policy 621
(Literacy and the Read Act)

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive
Achievement and Civic Readiness)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Read Act Goal and Interventions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30, Subd. 1 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.35, Subd. 3 (Student Academic Achievement and Growth)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 8 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)
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Minn. Stat. § 122A.41, Subd. 5 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First Class;
Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.147, Subd. 3 (Principals)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.56, Subd. 1 (Alternate Instruction Required before
Assessment Referral)
20 U.S.C. § 5801, et seq. (National Education Goals)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603
Orig. 1995

Revised: Rev. 2024

603 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

[NOTE: Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11 requires school districts to adopt a
comprehensive long-term strategic plan that addresses the review of curriculum,
instruction, student achievement, and assessment. MSBA/MASA Model Policies 601,
603, and 616 address these statutory requirements. In addition, MSBA/MASA Model
Policies 613-615 and 618-620 provide procedures to further implement the
requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for continuous review and improvement of the
school curriculum.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Curriculum development shall be directed toward the fulfillment of the goals and objectives of
the education program of the school district.

III. RESPONSIBILITY

The superintendent shall be responsible for curriculum development and for determining the
most effective way of conducting research on the school district’s curriculum needs and
establishing a long-range curriculum development program. Timelines shall be determined by
the superintendent that will provide for periodic reviews of each curriculum area.

IV. DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

A. The school board must establish an advisory committee to ensure active community
participation in all phases of planning and improving the instruction and curriculum
affecting state and district academic standards.

B. The District Advisory Committee, to the extent possible, must reflect the diversity of
the district and its school sites, include teachers, parents, support staff, students, and
other community residents, and provide translation to the extent appropriate and
practicable. Whenever possible, parents and other community residents must comprise
at least two-thirds of committee members.

C. The District Advisory Committee must pursue community support to accelerate the
academic and native literacy and achievement of English learners with varied needs,
from young children to adults, consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.59,
subdivisions 2 and 2a.

D. The school district may establish site teams as subcommittees of the District Advisory
Committee.

E. The District Advisory Committee must recommend to the school board

1. rigorous academic standards, student achievement goals and measures
consistent with Minnesota Statutes, sections 120B.11, subdivision 1a;
120B.022, subdivisions 1a and 1b; and 120B.35;

2. district assessments;
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3. means to improve students' equitable access to effective and more diverse
teachers;

4. strategies to ensure the curriculum is rigorous, accurate, antiracist, culturally
sustaining, and reflects the diversity of the student population;

5. strategies to ensure that curriculum and learning and work environments
validate, affirm, embrace, and integrate the cultural and community strengths
of all racial and ethnic groups; and

6. program evaluations.

F. School sites may expand upon district evaluations of instruction, curriculum,
assessments, or programs.

V. SCHOOL SITE TEAM

Each school must establish a site team to develop and implement strategies and education
effectiveness practices to improve instruction, curriculum, cultural competencies, including
cultural awareness and cross-cultural communication, and student achievement at the school
site. The site team must include an equal number of teachers and administrators and at least
one parent. The site team advises the board and the advisory committee about developing the
annual budget and creates an instruction and curriculum improvement plan to align
curriculum, assessment of student progress, and growth in meeting state and district
academic standards and instruction.

VI. CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

[Note: In light of changes in Minnesota law regarding curriculum, MSBA encourages
school districts to consider deleting Article VI, Section A or revising it to reflect local
curriculum development processes. Literacy planning is now addressed in new
model policy 621: Literacy and the READ Act.]

A. Students who do not meet or exceed Minnesota academic standards, as measured by
the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments that are administered during high school,
shall be informed that admission to a public school is free and available to any resident
under 21 years of age or who meets the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section
120A.20, subdivision 1(c). A student’s plan under this section shall continue while the
student is enrolled.

B. The superintendent shall be responsible for keeping the school board informed of all
state-mandated curriculum changes, as well as recommended discretionary changes,
and for periodically presenting recommended modifications for school board review
and approval.

C. The superintendent shall have discretionary authority to develop guidelines and
directives to implement school board policy relating to curriculum development.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.20 (Admission to Public School)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.10 (Findings; Improving Instruction and Curriculum)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive
Achievement and Civic Readiness)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Read Act Goal and Interventions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125(f) (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to
Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.59 (Definitions)
Minn. Rules Part 3500.0550 (Inclusive Educational Program)
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0660 (Academic Standards for Kindergarten through
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Grade 12)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English
Language Development)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 605 (Alternative Programs)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 619 (Staff Development for Standards)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 623 (Mandatory Summer School Instruction)
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621 LITERACY AND THE READ ACT

I. PURPOSE

This policy aligns with Minnesota law established in the Read Act and on other topics related to
reading.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school district recognizes the centrality of reading in a student’s educational experience.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. "Evidence-based" means the instruction or item described is based on reliable,
trustworthy, and valid evidence and has demonstrated a record of success in
increasing students' reading competency in the areas of phonological and phonemic
awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, and reading
comprehension. Evidence-based literacy instruction is explicit, systematic, and
includes phonological and phonemic awareness, phonics and decoding, spelling,
fluency, vocabulary, oral language, and comprehension that can be differentiated to
meet the needs of individual students. Evidence-based instruction does not include the
three-cueing system, as defined in subdivision 16.

B. "Fluency" means the ability of students to read text accurately, automatically, and with
proper expression.

C. "Foundational reading skills" includes phonological and phonemic awareness, phonics
and decoding, and fluency. Foundational reading skills appropriate to each grade level
must be mastered in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3. Struggling readers
in grades 4 and above who do not demonstrate mastery of grade-level foundational
reading skills must continue to receive explicit, systematic instruction to reach
mastery.

D. "Literacy specialist" means a person licensed by the Professional Educator Licensing
and Standards Board as a teacher of reading, a special education teacher, or a
kindergarten through grade 6 teacher, who has completed professional development
approved by the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) in structured literacy. A
literacy specialist employed by the department under Minnesota Statutes, section
120B.123, subdivision 7, or by a district as a literacy lead, is not required to complete
the approved training before August 30, 2025.

E. "Literacy lead" means a literacy specialist with expertise in working with educators as
adult learners. A district literacy lead must support the district's implementation of the
Read Act; provide support to school-based coaches; support the implementation of
structured literacy, interventions, curriculum delivery, and teacher training; assist with
the development of personal learning plans; and train paraprofessionals and other
support staff to support classroom literacy instruction. A literacy lead may be
employed by one district, jointly by two or more districts, or may provide services to
districts through a partnership with the regional service cooperatives or another
district.

F. "Multitiered system of support" or "MTSS" means a systemic, continuous improvement
framework for ensuring positive social, emotional, behavioral, developmental, and
academic outcomes for every student. The MTSS framework provides access to
layered tiers of culturally and linguistically responsive, evidence-based practices and
relies on the understanding and belief that every student can learn and thrive.
Through a MTSS at the core (Tier 1), supplemental (Tier 2), and intensive (Tier 3)
levels, educators provide high quality, evidence-based instruction and intervention that
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is matched to a student's needs; progress is monitored to inform instruction and set
goals and data is used for educational decision making.

G. "Oral language," also called "spoken language," includes speaking and listening, and
consists of five components: phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and
pragmatics.

H. "Phonemic awareness" means the ability to notice, think about, and manipulate
individual sounds in spoken syllables and words.

I. "Phonics instruction" means the explicit, systematic, and direct instruction of the
relationships between letters and the sounds they represent and the application of this
knowledge in reading and spelling.

J. "Progress monitoring" means using data collected to inform whether interventions are
working. Progress monitoring involves ongoing monitoring of progress that quantifies
rates of improvement and informs instructional practice and the development of
individualized programs using state-approved screening that is reliable and valid for
the intended purpose.

K. "Reading comprehension" means a function of word recognition skills and language
comprehension skills. It is an active process that requires intentional thinking during
which meaning is constructed through interactions between the text and reader.
Comprehension skills are taught explicitly by demonstrating, explaining, modeling, and
implementing specific cognitive strategies to help beginning readers derive meaning
through intentional, problem-solving thinking processes.

L. "Structured literacy" means an approach to reading instruction in which teachers
carefully structure important literacy skills, concepts, and the sequence of instruction
to facilitate children's literacy learning and progress. Structured literacy is
characterized by the provision of systematic, explicit, sequential, and diagnostic
instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and oral language
development, and reading comprehension.

M.  "Three-cueing system," also known as "meaning structure visual (MSV)," means a
method that teaches students to use meaning, structure and syntax, and visual cues
when attempting to read an unknown word.

N. "Vocabulary development" means the process of acquiring new words. A robust
vocabulary improves all areas of communication, including listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Vocabulary growth is directly related to school achievement and
is a strong predictor for reading success.

IV. READING SCREENER; PARENT NOTIFICATION AND INVOLVEMENT

A. The school district must administer an approved evidence-based reading screener to
students in kindergarten through grade 3 within the first six weeks of the school year,
and again within the last six weeks of the school year. The screener must be one of
the screening tools approved by the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE).

B. The school district must identify any screener it uses in the district’s annual literacy
plan, and submit screening data with the annual literacy plan by June 15.

C. Schools, at least biannually after administering each screener, must give the parent of
each student who is not reading at or above grade level timely information about:

1. the student's reading proficiency as measured by a screener approved by
MDE;
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2. reading-related services currently being provided to the student and the
student's progress; and

3. strategies for parents to use at home in helping their student succeed in
becoming grade-level proficient in reading in English and in their native
language.

D. The school district may not use this section to deny a student's right to a special
education evaluation.

V. IDENTIFICATION AND REPORT

A. Students enrolled in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3, including
multilingual learners and students receiving special education services, must
be universally screened for mastery of foundational reading skills, including phonemic
awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, oral language, and for characteristics of
dyslexia as measured by a screening tool approved by MDE. The screening for
characteristics of dyslexia may be integrated with universal screening for mastery of
foundational skills and oral language.

B. The school district must submit data on student performance in kindergarten, grade 1,
grade 2, and grade 3 on foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness,
phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral language to MDE in the annual local literacy plan
submission due on June 15.

C. Students in grades 4 and above, including multilingual learners and students receiving
special education services, who do not demonstrate mastery of foundational reading
skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral
language, must be screened using a screening tool approved by MDE for
characteristics of dyslexia and must continue to receive evidence-based instruction,
interventions, and progress monitoring until the students achieve grade-level
proficiency. A parent, in consultation with a teacher, may opt a student out of the
literacy screener if the parent and teacher decide that continuing to screen would not
be beneficial to the student. In such limited cases, the student must continue to
receive progress monitoring and literacy interventions.

D. Reading screeners in English, and in the predominant languages of school district
students where practicable, must identify and evaluate students' areas of academic
need related to literacy. The school district also must monitor the progress and provide
reading instruction appropriate to the specific needs of multilingual learners. The
school district must use an approved, developmentally appropriate, and culturally
responsive screener and annually report summary screener results to the MDE
Commissioner by June 15 in the form and manner determined by the MDE
Commissioner.

E. The school district must include in its literacy plan a summary of the district's efforts
to screen, identify, and provide interventions to students who demonstrate
characteristics of dyslexia as measured by a screening tool approved by MDE. With
respect to students screened or identified under paragraph (a), the report must
include:

1. a summary of the school district's efforts to screen for dyslexia;

2. the number of students universally screened for that reporting year;
 
3. the number of students demonstrating characteristics of dyslexia for that year;

and
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4. an explanation of how students identified under this subdivision are provided
with alternate instruction and interventions under Minnesota Statutes,
section 125A.56, subdivision 1.

VI. INTERVENTION

A. For each student identified under the screening identification process, the school
district shall provide reading intervention to accelerate student growth and reach the
goal of reading at or above grade level by the end of the current grade and school
year. 

B. The school district must implement progress monitoring, as defined in Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.1118, for a student not reading at grade level.

C. The school district must use evidence-based curriculum and intervention materials at
each grade level that are designed to ensure student mastery of phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, and reading comprehension.
Starting July 1, 2023, if the school district purchases new literacy curriculum, or
literacy intervention or supplementary materials, the curriculum or materials must be
evidence-based as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.1118.

D. If a student does not read at or above grade level by the end of the current school
year, the school district must continue to provide reading intervention until the student
reads at grade level. School district intervention methods shall encourage family
engagement and, where possible, collaboration with appropriate school and
community programs that specialize in evidence-based instructional practices and
measure mastery of foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness,
phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral language.

E. By the 2025-2026 school year, intervention programs must be taught by an
intervention teacher or special education teacher who has successfully completed
training in evidence-based reading instruction approved by MDE. Intervention may
include but is not limited to requiring student attendance in summer school, intensified
reading instruction that may require that the student be removed from the regular
classroom for part of the school day, extended-day programs, or programs that
strengthen students' cultural connections.

VII. LOCAL LITERACY PLAN

A. The school district must adopt a local literacy plan to have every child reading at or
above grade level every year beginning in kindergarten and to support multilingual
learners and students receiving special education services in achieving their
individualized reading goals. The school district must update and submit the plan to
the Commissioner of MDE by June 15 each year. The plan must be consistent with the
Read Act, and include the following:

1. a process to assess students' foundational reading skills, oral language,
and level of reading proficiency and the screeners used, by school site and
grade level, under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123;

2. a process to notify and involve parents;

3. a description of how schools in the school district will determine the
targeted reading instruction that is evidence-based and includes
an intervention strategy for a student and the process for intensifying or
modifying the reading strategy in order to obtain measurable reading
progress;
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4. evidence-based intervention methods for students who are not reading at or
above grade level and progress monitoring to provide information on the
effectiveness of the intervention; 

5. identification of staff development needs, including a plan to meet those
needs;

6. the curricula used by school site and grade level;

7. a statement of whether the school district has adopted a MTSS framework;

8. student data using the measures of foundational literacy skills and mastery
identified by MDE for the following students:

a. students in kindergarten through grade 3;

b. students who demonstrate characteristics of dyslexia; and

c. students in grades 4 to 12 who are identified as not reading at
grade level; and

9. the number of teachers and other staff that have completed training approved
by the department.

B. The school district must post its literacy plan on the official school district website and
submit it to the Commissioner of MDE using the template developed by the
Commissioner beginning June 15, 2024.

VIII. STAFF TRAINING

A. Beginning July 1, 2024, a school district must provide access to the training required
under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123, subdivision 5, to:

1. intervention teachers working with students in kindergarten through grade 12;

2. all classroom teachers of students in kindergarten through grade 3 and
children in prekindergarten programs;

3. special education teachers;

4. curriculum directors;

5.  instructional support staff who provide reading instruction; and

6. employees who select literacy instructional materials for a district.

B. The school district must provide training from a menu of approved evidence-based
training programs to all reading intervention teachers, literacy specialists, and other
teachers and staff identified in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.12, subdivision 1,
paragraph (b), by July 1, 2025; and by July 1, 2027, to other teachers in the school
district, prioritizing teachers who work with students with disabilities, English learners,
and students who qualify for the graduation incentives program under Minnesota
Statutes, section 124D.68. The Commissioner of MDE may grant a school district an
extension to these deadlines.
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C. By August 30, 2025, the school district must employ or contract with a literacy lead, or
be actively supporting a designated literacy specialist through the process of becoming
a literacy lead. The school board may satisfy the requirements of this subdivision by
contracting with another school board or cooperative unit under Minnesota Statutes,
section 123A.24 for the services of a literacy lead by August 30, 2025. The school
district literacy lead must collaborate with school district administrators and staff to
support the school district's implementation of requirements under the Read Act.

IX. STAFF DEVELOPMENT

A. The school district must provide training programs on evidence-based reading
instruction to teachers and instructional staff in accordance with subdivision 1,
paragraph (b). The training must include teaching in the areas of phonemic
awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, reading
comprehension, and culturally and linguistically responsive pedagogy.

B. The school district shall use the data under Article V. above to identify the staff
development needs so that:

1. elementary teachers are able to implement explicit, systematic,
evidence-based instruction in the five reading areas of phonemic awareness,
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension with emphasis on mastery of
foundational reading skills as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.1118 and other literacy-related areas including writing until the
student achieves grade-level reading and writing proficiency;

2. elementary teachers have sufficient training to provide students with
evidence-based reading and oral language instruction that meets students'
developmental, linguistic, and literacy needs using the intervention methods or
programs selected by the school district for the identified students;

3. licensed teachers employed by the school district have regular opportunities to
improve reading and writing instruction;

4. licensed teachers recognize students' diverse needs in cross-cultural settings
and are able to serve the oral language and linguistic needs of students who
are multilingual learners by maximizing strengths in their native languages in
order to cultivate students' English language development, including oral
academic language development, and build academic literacy; and

5. licensed teachers are well trained in culturally responsive pedagogy that
enables students to master content, develop skills to access content, and build
relationships.

C. The school district must provide staff in early childhood programs sufficient training to
provide children in early childhood programs with explicit, systematic instruction in
phonological and phonemic awareness; oral language, including listening
comprehension; vocabulary; and letter-sound correspondence.

X. LITERACY INCENTIVE AID USES

The school district must use its literacy incentive aid to support implementation of
evidence-based reading instruction. The following are eligible uses of literacy incentive aid:

1. training for kindergarten through grade 3 teachers, early childhood educators,
special education teachers, reading intervention teachers working with
students in kindergarten through grade 12, curriculum directors, and
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instructional support staff that provide reading instruction, on using
evidence-based screening and progress monitoring tools;

2. evidence-based training using a training program approved by MDE;

3. employing or contracting with a literacy lead, as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.1118;

4. materials, training, and ongoing coaching to ensure reading interventions
under Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.56, subdivision 1, are
evidence-based; and costs of substitute teachers to allow teachers to complete
required training during the teachers' contract day.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.119 (Read Act Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Read Act Goal and Interventions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.123 (Read Act Implementation)
Minn. Stat. § 123A.24 (Withdrawing from a Cooperative Unit; Appealing Denial
of Membership)
Minn. Stat. §124D.68 (Graduation Incentives Program)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.98 (Literacy Incentive Aid)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.56 (Alternate Instruction Required before Assessment
Referral)

Cross References: None

First Reading: 11.26.24
Second Reading:
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 621
Orig. 2023

Revised:

621 LITERACY AND THE READ ACT

[Note: By the 2026-2027 school year, the school district must provide
evidence-based reading instruction through a focus on student mastery of the
foundational reading skills of phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency, as well as
the development of oral language, vocabulary, and reading comprehension skills.
Students must receive evidence-based instruction that is proven to effectively teach
children to read, consistent with Minnesota Statutes, sections 120B.1117 to
120B.124.]

I. PURPOSE

This policy aligns with Minnesota law established in the Read Act and on other topics related to
reading.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school district recognizes the centrality of reading in a student’s educational experience.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. "Evidence-based" means the instruction or item described is based on reliable,
trustworthy, and valid evidence and has demonstrated a record of success in
increasing students' reading competency in the areas of phonological and phonemic
awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, and reading
comprehension. Evidence-based literacy instruction is explicit, systematic, and
includes phonological and phonemic awareness, phonics and decoding, spelling,
fluency, vocabulary, oral language, and comprehension that can be differentiated to
meet the needs of individual students. Evidence-based instruction does not include the
three-cueing system, as defined in subdivision 16.

B. "Fluency" means the ability of students to read text accurately, automatically, and with
proper expression.

C. "Foundational reading skills" includes phonological and phonemic awareness, phonics
and decoding, and fluency. Foundational reading skills appropriate to each grade level
must be mastered in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3. Struggling readers
in grades 4 and above who do not demonstrate mastery of grade-level foundational
reading skills must continue to receive explicit, systematic instruction to reach
mastery.

D. "Literacy specialist" means a person licensed by the Professional Educator Licensing
and Standards Board as a teacher of reading, a special education teacher, or a
kindergarten through grade 6 teacher, who has completed professional development
approved by the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) in structured literacy. A
literacy specialist employed by the department under Minnesota Statutes, section
120B.123, subdivision 7, or by a district as a literacy lead, is not required to complete
the approved training before August 30, 2025.

E. "Literacy lead" means a literacy specialist with expertise in working with educators as
adult learners. A district literacy lead must support the district's implementation of the
Read Act; provide support to school-based coaches; support the implementation of
structured literacy, interventions, curriculum delivery, and teacher training; assist with
the development of personal learning plans; and train paraprofessionals and other
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support staff to support classroom literacy instruction. A literacy lead may be
employed by one district, jointly by two or more districts, or may provide services to
districts through a partnership with the regional service cooperatives or another
district.

F. "Multitiered system of support" or "MTSS" means a systemic, continuous improvement
framework for ensuring positive social, emotional, behavioral, developmental, and
academic outcomes for every student. The MTSS framework provides access to
layered tiers of culturally and linguistically responsive, evidence-based practices and
relies on the understanding and belief that every student can learn and thrive.
Through a MTSS at the core (Tier 1), supplemental (Tier 2), and intensive (Tier 3)
levels, educators provide high quality, evidence-based instruction and intervention that
is matched to a student's needs; progress is monitored to inform instruction and set
goals and data is used for educational decision making.

G. "Oral language," also called "spoken language," includes speaking and listening, and
consists of five components: phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and
pragmatics.

H. "Phonemic awareness" means the ability to notice, think about, and manipulate
individual sounds in spoken syllables and words.

I. "Phonics instruction" means the explicit, systematic, and direct instruction of the
relationships between letters and the sounds they represent and the application of this
knowledge in reading and spelling.

J. "Progress monitoring" means using data collected to inform whether interventions are
working. Progress monitoring involves ongoing monitoring of progress that quantifies
rates of improvement and informs instructional practice and the development of
individualized programs using state-approved screening that is reliable and valid for
the intended purpose.

K. "Reading comprehension" means a function of word recognition skills and language
comprehension skills. It is an active process that requires intentional thinking during
which meaning is constructed through interactions between the text and reader.
Comprehension skills are taught explicitly by demonstrating, explaining, modeling, and
implementing specific cognitive strategies to help beginning readers derive meaning
through intentional, problem-solving thinking processes.

L. "Structured literacy" means an approach to reading instruction in which teachers
carefully structure important literacy skills, concepts, and the sequence of instruction
to facilitate children's literacy learning and progress. Structured literacy is
characterized by the provision of systematic, explicit, sequential, and diagnostic
instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and oral language
development, and reading comprehension.

M.  "Three-cueing system," also known as "meaning structure visual (MSV)," means a
method that teaches students to use meaning, structure and syntax, and visual cues
when attempting to read an unknown word.

N. "Vocabulary development" means the process of acquiring new words. A robust
vocabulary improves all areas of communication, including listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Vocabulary growth is directly related to school achievement and
is a strong predictor for reading success.

IV. READING SCREENER; PARENT NOTIFICATION AND INVOLVEMENT

A. The school district must administer an approved evidence-based reading screener to
students in kindergarten through grade 3 within the first six weeks of the school year,
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and again within the last six weeks of the school year. The screener must be one of
the screening tools approved by the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE).

B. The school district must identify any screener it uses in the district’s annual literacy
plan, and submit screening data with the annual literacy plan by June 15.

C. Schools, at least biannually after administering each screener, must give the parent of
each student who is not reading at or above grade level timely information about:

1. the student's reading proficiency as measured by a screener approved by
MDE;

2. reading-related services currently being provided to the student and the
student's progress; and

3. strategies for parents to use at home in helping their student succeed in
becoming grade-level proficient in reading in English and in their native
language.

D. The school district may not use this section to deny a student's right to a special
education evaluation.

V. IDENTIFICATION AND REPORT

A. Students enrolled in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3, including
multilingual learners and students receiving special education services, must
be universally screened for mastery of foundational reading skills, including phonemic
awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, oral language, and for characteristics of
dyslexia as measured by a screening tool approved by MDE. The screening for
characteristics of dyslexia may be integrated with universal screening for mastery of
foundational skills and oral language.

B. The school district must submit data on student performance in kindergarten, grade 1,
grade 2, and grade 3 on foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness,
phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral language to MDE in the annual local literacy plan
submission due on June 15.

C. Students in grades 4 and above, including multilingual learners and students receiving
special education services, who do not demonstrate mastery of foundational reading
skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral
language, must be screened using a screening tool approved by MDE for
characteristics of dyslexia and must continue to receive evidence-based instruction,
interventions, and progress monitoring until the students achieve grade-level
proficiency. A parent, in consultation with a teacher, may opt a student out of the
literacy screener if the parent and teacher decide that continuing to screen would not
be beneficial to the student. In such limited cases, the student must continue to
receive progress monitoring and literacy interventions.

D. Reading screeners in English, and in the predominant languages of school district
students where practicable, must identify and evaluate students' areas of academic
need related to literacy. The school district also must monitor the progress and provide
reading instruction appropriate to the specific needs of multilingual learners. The
school district must use an approved, developmentally appropriate, and culturally
responsive screener and annually report summary screener results to the MDE
Commissioner by June 15 in the form and manner determined by the MDE
Commissioner.

E. The school district must include in its literacy plan a summary of the district's efforts
to screen, identify, and provide interventions to students who demonstrate
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characteristics of dyslexia as measured by a screening tool approved by MDE. With
respect to students screened or identified under paragraph (a), the report must
include:

1. a summary of the school district's efforts to screen for dyslexia;

2. the number of students universally screened for that reporting year;
 
3. the number of students demonstrating characteristics of dyslexia for that year;

and

4. an explanation of how students identified under this subdivision are provided
with alternate instruction and interventions under Minnesota Statutes,
section 125A.56, subdivision 1.

VI. INTERVENTION

A. For each student identified under the screening identification process, the school
district shall provide reading intervention to accelerate student growth and reach the
goal of reading at or above grade level by the end of the current grade and school
year. 

B. The school district must implement progress monitoring, as defined in Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.1118, for a student not reading at grade level.

C. The school district must use evidence-based curriculum and intervention materials at
each grade level that are designed to ensure student mastery of phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, and reading comprehension.
Starting July 1, 2023, if the school district purchases new literacy curriculum, or
literacy intervention or supplementary materials, the curriculum or materials must be
evidence-based as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.1118.

D. If a student does not read at or above grade level by the end of the current school
year, the school district must continue to provide reading intervention until the student
reads at grade level. School district intervention methods shall encourage family
engagement and, where possible, collaboration with appropriate school and
community programs that specialize in evidence-based instructional practices and
measure mastery of foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness,
phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral language.

E. By the 2025-2026 school year, intervention programs must be taught by an
intervention teacher or special education teacher who has successfully completed
training in evidence-based reading instruction approved by MDE. Intervention may
include but is not limited to requiring student attendance in summer school, intensified
reading instruction that may require that the student be removed from the regular
classroom for part of the school day, extended-day programs, or programs that
strengthen students' cultural connections.

F. The school district must determine the format of the personal learning plan in
collaboration with the student's educators and other appropriate professionals. The
school must develop the learning plan in consultation with the student's parent or
guardian. The personal learning plan must include targeted instruction that is
evidence-based and ongoing progress monitoring, and address knowledge gaps and
skill deficiencies through strategies such as specific exercises and practices during and
outside of the regular school day, group interventions, periodic assessments or
screeners, and reasonable timelines. The personal learning plan may include grade
retention, if it is in the student's best interest; a student may not be retained solely
due to delays in literacy or not demonstrating grade-level proficiency. A school must
maintain and regularly update and modify the personal learning plan until the student
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reads at grade level. This paragraph does not apply to a student under an
individualized education program.

VII. LOCAL LITERACY PLAN

A. The school district must adopt a local literacy plan to have every child reading at or
above grade level every year beginning in kindergarten and to support multilingual
learners and students receiving special education services in achieving their
individualized reading goals. The school district must update and submit the plan to
the Commissioner of MDE by June 15 each year. The plan must be consistent with the
Read Act, and include the following:

1. a process to assess students' foundational reading skills, oral language,
and level of reading proficiency and the screeners used, by school site and
grade level, under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123;

2. a process to notify and involve parents;

3. a description of how schools in the school district will determine the
targeted reading instruction that is evidence-based and includes
an intervention strategy for a student and the process for intensifying or
modifying the reading strategy in order to obtain measurable reading
progress;

4. evidence-based intervention methods for students who are not reading at or
above grade level and progress monitoring to provide information on the
effectiveness of the intervention; 

5. identification of staff development needs, including a plan to meet those
needs;

6. the curricula used by school site and grade level;

7. a statement of whether the school district has adopted a MTSS framework;

8. student data using the measures of foundational literacy skills and mastery
identified by MDE for the following students:

a. students in kindergarten through grade 3;

b. students who demonstrate characteristics of dyslexia; and

c. students in grades 4 to 12 who are identified as not reading at
grade level; and

9. the number of teachers and other staff that have completed training approved
by the department.

B. The school district must post its literacy plan on the official school district website and
submit it to the Commissioner of MDE using the template developed by the
Commissioner beginning June 15, 2024.

VIII. STAFF TRAINING

A. Beginning July 1, 2024, a school district must provide access to the training required
under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123, subdivision 5, to:
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1. intervention teachers working with students in kindergarten through grade 12;

2. all classroom teachers of students in kindergarten through grade 3 and
children in prekindergarten programs;

3. special education teachers;

4. curriculum directors;

5.  instructional support staff who provide reading instruction; and

6. employees who select literacy instructional materials for a district.

B. The school district must provide training from a menu of approved evidence-based
training programs to all reading intervention teachers, literacy specialists, and other
teachers and staff identified in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.12, subdivision 1,
paragraph (b), by July 1, 2025; and by July 1, 2027, to other teachers in the school
district, prioritizing teachers who work with students with disabilities, English learners,
and students who qualify for the graduation incentives program under Minnesota
Statutes, section 124D.68. The Commissioner of MDE may grant a school district an
extension to these deadlines.

C. By August 30, 2025, the school district must employ or contract with a literacy lead, or
be actively supporting a designated literacy specialist through the process of becoming
a literacy lead. The school board may satisfy the requirements of this subdivision by
contracting with another school board or cooperative unit under Minnesota Statutes,
section 123A.24 for the services of a literacy lead by August 30, 2025. The school
district literacy lead must collaborate with school district administrators and staff to
support the school district's implementation of requirements under the Read Act.

IX. STAFF DEVELOPMENT

A. The school district must provide training programs on evidence-based reading
instruction to teachers and instructional staff in accordance with subdivision 1,
paragraph (b). The training must include teaching in the areas of phonemic
awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, reading
comprehension, and culturally and linguistically responsive pedagogy.

B. The school district shall use the data under Article V. above to identify the staff
development needs so that:

1. elementary teachers are able to implement explicit, systematic,
evidence-based instruction in the five reading areas of phonemic awareness,
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension with emphasis on mastery of
foundational reading skills as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.1118 and other literacy-related areas including writing until the
student achieves grade-level reading and writing proficiency;

2. elementary teachers have sufficient training to provide students with
evidence-based reading and oral language instruction that meets students'
developmental, linguistic, and literacy needs using the intervention methods or
programs selected by the school district for the identified students;

3. licensed teachers employed by the school district have regular opportunities to
improve reading and writing instruction;

4. licensed teachers recognize students' diverse needs in cross-cultural settings
and are able to serve the oral language and linguistic needs of students who
are multilingual learners by maximizing strengths in their native languages in
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order to cultivate students' English language development, including oral
academic language development, and build academic literacy; and

5. licensed teachers are well trained in culturally responsive pedagogy that
enables students to master content, develop skills to access content, and build
relationships.

C. The school district must provide staff in early childhood programs sufficient training to
provide children in early childhood programs with explicit, systematic instruction in
phonological and phonemic awareness; oral language, including listening
comprehension; vocabulary; and letter-sound correspondence.

X. LITERACY INCENTIVE AID USES

The school district must use its literacy incentive aid to support implementation of
evidence-based reading instruction. The following are eligible uses of literacy incentive aid:

1. training for kindergarten through grade 3 teachers, early childhood educators,
special education teachers, reading intervention teachers working with
students in kindergarten through grade 12, curriculum directors, and
instructional support staff that provide reading instruction, on using
evidence-based screening and progress monitoring tools;

2. evidence-based training using a training program approved by MDE;

3. employing or contracting with a literacy lead, as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.1118;

4. materials, training, and ongoing coaching to ensure reading interventions
under Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.56, subdivision 1, are
evidence-based; and costs of substitute teachers to allow teachers to complete
required training during the teachers' contract day.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.1118 (Read Act Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Read Act Goal and Interventions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.123 (Read Act Implementation)
Minn. Stat. § 123A.24 (Withdrawing from a Cooperative Unit; Appealing Denial
of Membership)
Minn. Stat. §124D.68 (Graduation Incentives Program)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.98 (Literacy Incentive Aid)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.56 (Alternate Instruction Required before Assessment
Referral)

Cross References: None
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6145 ACTIVITIES INVOLVING SWIMMING POOLS

Since the swimming pools are located in the middle school buildings, it is evident that all
senior high school team members, coaches, and other personnel are "guests only" in these
middle schools and should, therefore, obey all rules and regulations as stipulated by the
school in which they are participating, which include:

1. Doors to lockers and swimming pool areas will be locked until the coach or teacher
responsible for the group arrives and is ready to take charge.

2. All team members must take a thorough shower in the nude with soap, followed by
a good rinse in fresh water, and be inspected by the coach in charge before they are
allowed onto the pool deck.

3. Swim team members will not be permitted to go into the halls with their swim suits
on before, during, or after the practice or meet.

4. Team members are not permitted to use the pool without the express permission of
the teacher in charge.

5. Willful defacing or destruction of school property is absolutely forbidden; team
members found destroying or defacing school property will be required to pay for
same.

6. Team members are absolutely forbidden to dive from any balcony into the pool. This
could cause serious injury or death.

The School Board will sponsor maximum community use of public schools' facilities by
maintaining three swimming pools located in the middle schools (Morgan Park, Ordean,
Woodland) for eleven (11) months a year. Cost of operating the pools will be borne by the
General Fund. Major repairs shall be financed from the School District's Capital Expenditure
Fund. A "down" period for cleaning and repairs will be scheduled during the summer at a
time that least interferes with pool operation.

Reference: MSA 540.18

Adopted: 06-09-1970 ISD 709
Revised: 02-12-1985

06-20-1995
10-19-2004 ISD 709
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ISD 709 Curriculum Review and Adoption Timeline (Updated Fall 2024)
State Statute 120B.021 Subd 1.b

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-2
4

2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32 2032-33 Current
Standards

Implemented

Next Scheduled
Review Phase

Phy Ed*/Health Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b MDE Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a
(est.)

Phase 3b
(est.)

2018 2026-27

Arts Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b MDE Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a 2008 2027-28

Science Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b MDE Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 2012 2028-29

English Language
Arts

Phase 1 Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b MDE Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 2013 2029-30

Social Studies MDE Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b MDE Phase 1 Phase 2 2014 2030-31

Math Phase 3b MDE Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a
(est.)

Phase 3b
(est.

Phase 3b
(est.)

Phase 3b
(est.)

MDE Phase 1 2011 2031-32

World Languages** Phase 3b Phase 3b * Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b * 2011 Unknown

CTE Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b ** Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b NA ONGOING

Media/Library*/
Computer Science

* Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a Phase 3b Phase 3b Upcoming

SEL* Phase 3a Phase 3b Phase 3b Phase 3b * Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 2 Phase 3a Phase 3b Phase 3b NA NA

Key: MDE review and revision of content standards. MDE Required Implementation
Potential Purchasing Years for Primary K-12 Resources
Italicized and bolded years indicate content area review by District Advisory Committee

Note: Future timeline predictions are based on MDE’s typical 5-year period between new standards availability and required implementation year.

*National or local standards in subject area
**American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages standards in subject area
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