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Team Members 
M r.  J o e  H a r r i s         Chief Executive Officer
 

D r.  D e n i s e  S i m m o n s        Superintendent
                         Friendship Aspire Arkansas

Dr.  Phong  Tr a n            Southern Region Superintendent
                         Chief Operating Officer
                         Friendship Education Foundation

Mrs. Toni Dickerson    Testing and Accountability Coordinator 
                                                  Friendship Aspire Arkansas 



The purpose o f  Friendship Aspire Academy 

Arkansas f o c u s e s  o n  p r o v i d i n g  a  w o r l d - c l a s s  

e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  m o t i v a t e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  

a c h i e v e  h i g h  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  e n j o y  

l e a r n i n g .
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The mission o f  Friendship Aspire Academy  
Arkansas is t o  provide a wor ld-class educat ion 
t h a t  motivates  s tudents  t o  achieve high 
academic  standards,  enjoy learning and 
develop as ethical,  l iterate, well-rounded and 
self-suff ic ient  citizens.
Friendship Aspire seeks t o  fulfil l  this mission 
by providing students  a high quality, liberal 
arts  educat ion focused on preparing students  
wi th  the  academic  and life skills needed t o  be  
successful  in college and beyond.

04 Our Mission
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SMART Goals 

Friendship Aspire Academies 
Public Charter Schools
L I T T L E R O C K E L E M E N T A R Y

Goal 1:
 The percentage of students scoring proficient 
or above in English Language Arts/Reading, 
and Mathematics will increase by 10% from the 
previous year.
• Training and support
• Co-teaching
• Professional Learning Communities
• Common Formative Assessments
• Data-driven Instruction

Goal 2: 
 Increase average daily attendance to 95% or 
higher 
• Monitor attendance
• Track trends
• Attendance calls
• Incentives
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African American: 88.8%
Caucasian: 1%
Hispanic Latino: 10.4%
Two or More: 0.8% 

Grade Levels: K - 5
Numbers by Grade Level:
Grade K: 22      
Grade 1: 39
Grade 2: 38
Grade 3: 34
Grade 4: 56
Grade 5: 28   
Current Enrollment: 217

Letter Grade: F
Overall ESSA Index Score: 54.97

Attendance Rate: 90.89%
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Comparison Data 

Friendship Aspire Academies 
Public Charter Schools
L I T T L E R O C K E L E M E N T A R Y

Goal 1:
 The percentage of students scoring 
proficient or above in English Language 
Arts/Reading, and Mathematics will 
increase by 10% from the previous year.

• Training and support
• Co-teaching
• Professional Learning Communities
• Common Formative Assessments
• Data-driven Instruction
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GRADE

Fall 
2022-23 

PROFICIENCY 
MATH

Fall
2023-24

PROFICIENCY
MATH

Winter 
2022-23 

PROFICIENCY 
MATH

Winter
2023-24

PROFICIENCY
MATH

K 53% 57% 44% 81%

1 46% 55% 35% 53%

2 63% 66% 55% 48%

3 13% 50% 13% 53%

4 34% 14%* 26% 11%*

5 N/A 24% N/A 24%

*Changes in personnel
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Friendship Aspire Academies 
Public Charter Schools
SOUTHEAST CAMPUS
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SMART Goals 
Goal 1:
 The percentage of students scoring proficient or 
above in English Language Arts/Reading, and 
Mathematics will increase by 10% from the 
previous year.

• Training and support
• Co-teaching
• Block schedule (ELA/R and Mathematics)
• Professional Learning Communities (PLCs)
• Common Formative Assessments
• Data-driven instruction

Goal 2: 
 Increase average daily attendance to 95% or 
higher 
• Monitor attendance
• Track trends
• Attendance calls
• Incentives

Goal 3:
Improve college and career preparedness
• Financial aid guidance 
• Career & technical support
• Academic support
• College & career learning opportunities

African American: 98%
Caucasian: 1%
Other: 1%
Grade Levels: 6 – 9
Numbers by Grade Level:
Grade 6: 77 Total (12 Pine Bluff Lighthouse)
Grade 7: 51 Total (16 Pine Bluff Lighthouse)
Grade 8: 41 Total (22 Pine Bluff Lighthouse)
Grade 9: 28 Total (14 Pine Bluff Lighthouse)

Current Enrollment: 197

Letter Grade: D
Overall ESSA Index Score: 59

Attendance Rate: 96.56%
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Friendship Aspire Academies 
Public Charter Schools
SOUTHEAST CAMPUS
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SMART Goals and Progress

Goal 1:
 The percentage of students scoring proficient or 
above in English Language Arts/Reading, and 
Mathematics will increase by 10% from the 
previous year.

Comparison Data 
 

GRADE
Fall

2022-23 
PROFICIENCY

READING

Fall
2023-24

PROFICIENCY
READING

Winter
2022-23 

PROFICIENCY
READING

Winter
2023-24

PROFICIENCY
READING

5 0% N/A 0% N/A

6 N/A 48% N/A 41%

7 N/A 32% N/A 38%

8 N/A 55% N/A 42%

9 N/A 39% N/A 31%

12 41% N/A 47% N/A



61.52 57.02 62.8 64.99

Exalt Ivy Hill Lisa West
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L I T T L E R O C K 
E L E M E N T A R Y

Supporting Data

• Common Formative Assessments (CFAs)

• NWEA Beginning of Year 

• NWEA Middle of Year

• ATLAS Interim Assessments

• Dibels 

• Words Their Way

• Attendance

• Discipline



61.52 57.02 62.8 64.99

Exalt Ivy Hill Lisa West
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L I T T L E R O C K 
E L E M E N T A R Y

Monitoring



57.39

57.02 49.27 49.05 50.97

Friendship Exalt Dunbar Cloverdale Mabelvale

10

S O U T H E A S T
C A M P U S

Supporting Data
• Common Formative Assessments (CFAs)

• NWEA Beginning of Year 

• NWEA Middle of Year

• ATLAS Interim Assessments

• End of Course Assessments

• Attendance

• Discipline
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57.02 49.27 49.05 50.97

Friendship Exalt Dunbar Cloverdale Mabelvale
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S O U T H E A S T
C A M P U S

Monitoring



Friendship Aspire Academy A r k a n s a s 
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      Little Rock Elementary

Innovations

      Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) Lab

Co-teaching Model

Power Hour

Depth of Knowledge (2 & 3)

Aftercare (Academic and Personal Interest) 

      Science, Technology, Entrepreneurship, 
Agriculture, and Mathematics (STEAM) 

Project-based Learning

Co-teaching Model & Block Schedule

Advisory

Teacher Learning Center

EAST Initiative  Grant

    Southeast Campus
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Exalt Ivy Hill Lisa West
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*Note: Only 5 demographically comparable schools were compared
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*Note: Only 5 demographically comparable schools were compared

L I T T L E R O C K 
E L E M E N T A R Y

Traditional LR Elementary Schools
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*Note: Only 5 demographically comparable schools were compared

S O U T H E A S T
G r a d e  5

Traditional PB Elementary Schools
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S O U T H E A S T
G r a d e  1 2

Traditional PB High Schools
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Opened FAALRMS in spring of 2019 with CK 
students

6 – 8 grade campus

Extended Learning Program – before and after
school care

LR Middle School received 
the OEP Beating the Odds 
Award for  High ELA 
Growth (Central  Region) 
for  2021 and 2022.
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Friendship Aspire Academies 
Public Charter Schools
SOUTHEAST CAMPUS



üTeach the AR Academic Standards

ü  Administer Common Formative Assessments

üUse Data to Drive Instruction

üProvide Intervention and Acceleration

üStructured Professional Learning Communities

üProvide Professional Development

üData Team
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School Improvement Plans

üUtilize Proven Instructional Strategies

üProvide Flexible Grouping

üEmploy Coaching and Mentoring

ü Improving Inclusive Practices

üProvide Extended Learning Opportunities

ü Involve Parents/Guardians/Community

üUtilize Partners and Resources



Everyone Grows 
With Friendship.

Friendship Aspire Academy 
Public Charter Schools
A R K A N S A S


