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Attendance



A Piece of the Puzzle

As we examine attendance, we see that students are not coming for a variety of reasons, 
including not limited to medical, emotional, activity-related, and vacations.

Addressing student attendance through the calendar is key to improved academic success.  
According to research by Gershenson et al. (2017), studies consistently show that students 
with higher attendance tend to achieve higher levels than those with poor attendance.



A Piece of the Puzzle

Summer loss



District-wide Attendance Data



Winter Break Specific Attendance



Winter Break Specific Attendance



Nunamiut Attendance Data



Tikigaq Attendance Data



Kali Attendance Data



Excused Absences

Excused absences are permitted for only 3 reasons (per Alaska State regulation):

- Health Reasons – personal illness, injury, quarantine;
- Death or serious illness in the family;
- Pre-arranged activity, defined as an educational experience, approved by the 

site administrator as serving the student’s educational interests despite an 
absence from school (e.g., school planned trips, extra-curricular activities, 
parent planned experience such as AFN or subsistence activities).



Unexcused Absences

Any absence that is not permitted by either State Law, Board Policy or listed above will 
not be excused, however, the student will not be withdrawn after 10 days if:

- The pre-acknowledged absence form is submitted at least 5 days in advance.
- The parent has requested and the school has provided assignments from the 

student’s teacher(s) to be completed while absent. At a minimum, assignments 
should include daily reading, writing (e.g., a daily log of activities and experiences), 
and a math assignment.

In the event that the above requirements are not met and a pre-acknowledged absence 
form is not approved, the student may be withdrawn by the district after 10 days.

Unexcused absences trigger parental notification, and can lead to truancy proceedings 
by the State of Alaska.



SY23/24 Secondary Meeting Attendance



SY23/24 Elementary Meeting Attendance



Make-up Work

- Students shall be given the opportunity to make up schoolwork missed 
because of an excused absence or suspension, and shall receive full credit if 
the work is turned in within two (2) weeks.

- Students shall be given the opportunity to make up schoolwork missed 
because of an unexcused absence, and shall receive half-credit if the work is 
turned in within three (3) days.

- Because whether or not an attendance is excused is not often controlled 
by the student, we are presently giving students 2 weeks to complete their 
makeup work. We believe this is in the best interest of the child.



End of Attendance Overview



Calendar Conversations

- Attendance graphs and heat maps were sent out for review by each SAC to aid 
in calendar conversations.

- The addition of a spring break concurrent to State Basketball Tournaments 
was included in the calendar memo from Central Office.

- CSA Vadiveloo attended SAC calendar meetings to provide additional 
information and have conversations about attendance drop-offs.

- Snow days and their make-ups continue to be a big conversation. 
- The state allows for us to make up the days (when we fall to less 

than 180) by having an additional day, or adding instructional 
minutes to existing school days. Due to a lack of attendance, we 
have provided direction that Saturdays will not be scheduled for 
make-ups. The first 2 snows days will not be made up by 
students.





NSBSD Typical Calendar

191 days Teacher Days

182 days Student Days

0 days Fall Break

12 days Winter Break

2 days Spring Break

12 weeks Summer Break





Key Discussion questions moving forward:
- Do we want to move to a completely unified calendar?
- Do we want to investigate Fall and Winter breaks between instructional 

quarters?



State Requirements 

- The State requires 180 school days. Presently, NSBSD requires 182. This 
includes 9 inservice days.

- A minimum day of instruction is 4 hours (exclusive of breaks and meals) for 
students in K-3 and 5 hours (exclusive of breaks, passing time, and meals) for 
students in grades 4-12.

- Instructional minutes vary by school and grade level.



Instructional Minutes 



Take-aways 


