
2024 PAY 2025 TRUTH IN
TAXATION HEARING

7:00P.M.
December 9, 2024

District Board Room
Maple Lake High School
Maple Lake, MN 55358

For the School Year:
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025



MINNESOTA STATE LAW REQUIRES:

A Public Meeting…

▶ Between November 24th & 
December 30th

▶ After 6:00 p.m.

▶ May be part of regularly scheduled 
meeting

▶ Must allow for public comments

…and Presentation of:

▶ Current year budget

▶ Prior year actual revenue & 
expenditures

▶ Proposed property tax levy 
including % increase/decrease

▶ Specific purposes & reasons taxes 
are being increased/decreased



HEARING AGENDA

▶ Fund Account Overview

▶ Budget Overview

▶ Key Steps in the Process

▶ School District Levy Cycle

▶ Breakout of Levy

▶ Changes in Proposed Property Tax Levy

▶ How are the Taxes Spent?

▶ Public Comments & Questions



FUND 1 GENERAL FUND
General Instruction and Related Expenses
Extra-Curricular Activities
Federal and State Instructional Programs
Repair and Maintenance of Buildings & Grounds

TRANSPORTATION OPERATIONS
Transportation of Students to and from School

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
Building Improvements
Equipment Purchases
Health and Safety Expenditures
Long-Term Facilities Maintenance Projects

FUND ACCOUNT OVERVIEW



FUND 2 FOOD SERVICE
School Lunch Program

FUND 4 COMMUNITY SERVICE FUND
Early Childhood Family Education Programs
Preschool and Enrichment Programs
Adult Continuing Education Classes
Youth and Adult Recreation Programs
Before and After School Programs

FUND 7 DEBT SERVICE FUND
Repayment of Bond Principal and Interest

FUND 8 TRUST FUND
Award of Scholarships for Students

FUND 45 OPEB TRUST FUND
Retiree Health Benefits

FUND ACCOUNT OVERVIEW





BUDGET OVERVIEW
REVENUES

Audited
2023-2024

Budgeted 
2024-2025 Change

REVENUES:

General Fund 12,040,745 11,685,110

Food Service Fund 750,240 718,525

Community Service Fund 611,095 585,474

Construction Fund 13,909,636 208,000

Debt Service Fund 1,185,818 1,892,764

Trust (Scholarship) Fund    28,552  5,000

Opeb Trust/Debt    78,393                    88,875                 
TOTAL REVENUE $28,604,479 $15,183,748 -47%



BUDGET OVERVIEW
Expenditures

Audited
2023-2024

Budgeted 
2024-2025 Change

EXPENDITURES:

General Fund  11,073,032                      11,918,848

Food Service Fund 677,501 670,412

Community Service Fund 594,791 671,891

Construction Fund 6,358,852 6,419,875

Debt Service Fund   1,166,425 1,893,452

Trust (Scholarship) Fund 24,950 15,000

Opeb Trust/Debt   100,327 93,243

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $19,995,877 $21,682,721 8%



⮚ KEY STEPS IN THE PROCESS

Step 1 The County Assessor determines the estimated market 
value for each parcel of property in the county

Step 2 The Legislature sets the formulas for tax capacity

Step 3 The County Auditor calculates the tax capacity for each 
parcel of property in the county as well as the total tax 
capacity for each school district

Step 4 The Legislature sets the formulas which determine school 
district levy limits

MINNESOTA SCHOOL DISTRICT

PROPERTY TAXES



Step 5 The Minnesota Department of Education 
calculates detailed levy limits for each school 
district, based on the formulas approved by the 
Legislature.

Step 6 The School Board adopts a proposed levy in 
September, based on limits set in Step 5. After a 
public hearing, the board adopts a final levy in 
December.

Step 7 The County Auditor divides the final levy (step 6) 
by the district’s total tax capacity (step 3) to 
determine the tax rate needed to raise the 
proper levy amount. The auditor then multiplies 
this tax rate times each property’s tax capacity, 
to determine the school tax for that property.

MINNESOTA SCHOOL DISTRICT

PROPERTY TAXES



July, 2024 Set dates and location of levy hearing

September, 2024 Certify proposed levy (1)

November, 2024 County mails levy notices to property
owners

December, 2024 Public hearing on levy 
Certify final tax levy (2)

TAX LEVY CALENDAR



(1) Except for new voter approved tax levies (at the 
November election), the final levy cannot exceed the proposed 
levy certified in September

(2) The certification of the levy in December is the
culmination of a five month process which began in
August

TAX LEVY CALENDAR



SCHOOL DISTRICT LEVY CYCLE

                                                                             2024                                                       2025                                                       2026
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School District Levy/Budget Cycle
          Tax Ley Decision

          Collection of Levy

          Budget Year



DETAILED BREAKOUT OF LEVY
2023 Pay 2024

Levy
2024 Pay 2025

Levy

General Fund

General Referendum 663,883.59 633,582.02

Local Optional 584,357.78 588,231.53  
Equity 114,927.08 112,005.18 
Abatement 293.49 12,108.49

Re-employment 16,020.51 -1,779.21
Safe Schools 30,934.08 30,207.24
Career & Tech 18038.43 18,038.43
Other Post Employment benefits 59,643.00 55,957.00
Disabled Access Levy 0 0

Long-Term Facilities Maintenance 166,658.15 176,003.66

Building/Land Lease 120,598.52 65,523.01
Q-comp Levy 68,879.27 68,071.40
Operating capital 95,436.24 112,915.40

TOTAL GENERAL FUND 1,939,670.14 1,870,864.15



DETAILED BREAKOUT OF LEVY

2023 Pay 2024
Levy

2024 Pay 2025
Levy

Community Service

Basic Community Education 36,103.77 37,784.96
Early Childhood Family Education 18,305.74 22,868.14
Home Visiting 718.71 658.31
Extended Day – Disabled 20,144.57 18,448.50
Abatement Adjustment 15.63 510.20

TOTAL COMMUNITY SERVICE FUND 75,288.42 80,270.11



DETAILED BREAKOUT OF LEVY

2023 Pay 2024
Levy

2024 Pay 2025
Levy

Debt Service

Initial Debt Service 886,843.79 611,129.44

Reduction for Debt Service -34,554.42 -132,946.75
LTFM Debt Service 990,754.42 1,382,234.31

Total Debt Service 1,843,043.79 1,860,417.00



CHANGE IN PROPOSED

SCHOOL PROPERTY TAX LEVY

2024 Levy 2025 Levy Change

Property Taxes Determined By 
Legislation

General Fund 1,939,670.14 1,870,864.15 -3.55%
Community Service Fund 75,288.42 80,270.11 6.62%
Debt Service Fund 1,843,043.79 1,860,417.00 .94%

Percentage Increased (Decreased) 3,858,002.35 3,811,551.26 -1.20%





General Fund
   49%

Levy to operate the district, as well as
Transportation, Equipment, Facilities, and
Health & Safety/LTFM

Community Education
    2%

Levy for Community Education Programs

Debt Service
  49%

Levy for repayment of principal and
interest on district debt

Total Levy 100%

HOW ARE YOUR 2025 LOCAL SCHOOL 
PROPERTY TAXES SPENT?



Mike Rowe, Superintendent of Schools
320-963-3114

Lisa Rademacher, Finance Manager
320-963-7491

QUESTIONS?


