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MI LOCAL UPDATE OVERVIEW AND COMMENTS
 

VOLUME 39 NUMBER 2
 

FEBRUARY 2025
 
MASB Policy Services Provided by Neola
 
Effective policies are at the core of successful school district governance. Maintaining policies that reflect both local oversight and ever-
changing State and Federal laws is an enormous task. School board members can rely on the MASB-Neola Partnership to keep their policy
manuals up-to-date.  Under this partnership, Neola provides comprehensive policy services for MASB members on behalf of MASB. Working
together, MASB and Neola produce uniform school policies and guidelines to better serve all Michigan school districts. 
 
Policy Development and Updating
 
Neola, with assistance from MASB if and when needed, will work with the board, administrators, and committee(s) to develop a
comprehensive policy manual that suits your district's needs. Each manual is based on templates that have been thoughtfully prepared, then
vetted by Neola’s outside counsel and MASB’s legal counsel. These templates are customized to the district's unique circumstances through
choices made by the board and administrative team. The bylaws, policies, and administrative rules/regulations are a unique collection
assembled by educators and attorneys. The end result will be a policy manual that's in line with law and court decisions containing legal
citations, footnoted reference material, and will be searchable by keyword or phrase.
 

OVERVIEW AND COMMENTS
 
All production-related materials and questions should be directed to the Production Office at 632 Main Street, Coshocton, Ohio 43812
(phone: 800-407-5815 or 740-622-5341, e-mail: production@neola.com). Billing questions should be directed to the Stow Office at 3914
Clock Pointe Trail, Suite 103, Stow, Ohio 44224 (phone: 330-926-0514, e-mail: accounts@neola.com).
 
Please do not retype Neola materials before returning them for processing. We prefer to have the original materials returned after you have
marked them indicating which changes and additions you choose to have/not have for your District. If a District chooses not to adopt a
policy or an administrative guideline, the District is still obligated to follow applicable Federal and State laws relating to that section.
 
The proposed new, revised, and replacement policies, administrative guidelines, and forms included in this update have been thoughtfully
prepared and reviewed by Neola's legal counsel for statutory compliance. If you make changes or substitute in its entirety policies or other
materials of your own drafting, those materials should be reviewed by your legal counsel to verify compliance. Neola does not review
District-specific edits to update materials or District-specific policies for statutory compliance.
 
If a policy or guideline is marked as a revision, the changes have been marked in bold/green font (to add material) and crossed out/red font
(to delete material). As you review a revised policy or guideline, you may choose to accept one (1), many, or all of the changes provided. If
a policy or guideline is marked as a replacement, that means there have been enough changes made that justify a complete, clean
replacement copy. As you review a replacement policy or guideline, you should also check the materials you have in your current policy or
guideline to see if there is some District/other specific wording you want to be included in the replacement policy. If so, any wording from
the current policy should be added using “Track Changes” in the BoardDocs platform in the replacement policy or guideline before returning
it electronically to the Production Office for processing.
 
If the District alters language and adds it to a policy template or deletes content that is not marked as a choice in the policy template, then
these actions will constitute District-specific edits.
 
Policies that are to be removed from the policy manual require Board action to rescind the policy.
 



As the Update “season” gets underway, Neola offers some suggestions for accessing the comprehensive policy services through your Neola
Associate. While “in-person” consultation sessions are the preferred method for Neola Update “visits”, the means by which you and your
Neola associate accomplish this review should be mutually determined based on availability and level of comfort with the consultation
process. Overall, health and safety are the primary concerns. Your Neola associate will be in contact with you soon to discuss these options
with you and to schedule an appointment to review this update and ensure you are current on this and previous updates. Please consider
the following options:
 

A. schedule an appointment date/time to review the update materials during an in-person conference;
 

B. schedule/reschedule update or drafting visits for a later time;
 

C. schedule an appointment date/time to review the update materials via a virtual meeting such as Google Meet or other electronic
options; or
 

D. schedule an appointment date/time to review the update materials in a telephone conference.
 
If you are not an administrative guidelines client, you did not receive those materials in this packet. Contact your Associate for more
information about becoming an administrative guidelines client.
 
Processing Update Materials
 
If you will be making changes to these Update documents electronically, use the “Track Changes” editing tool in the BoardDocs platform to
mark the Neola materials indicating which of the proposed revisions and additions you choose to include or not include for your District, or
to make additional edits, before returning them electronically for processing. Be sure to leave the “track changes” and marked-up version as
the one you submit to the Production office in Coshocton, Ohio.
 
District-Specific Material
 
If the District chooses during any step of the Update process to incorporate District-specific material into a new policy or guideline that has
been proposed, or to insert District-specific material into a current policy or guideline for which revisions have been proposed in an update
issued by Neola, then the District agrees to hold Neola harmless for those District-specific edits and acknowledges that Neola’s warranty for
legal challenges to that District-specific language in that policy or guideline will not be in effect. In addition, Neola retains ownership of the
text from the original policy template that remains in a policy to which District-specific material has been added. District-specific materials
include the following:
 

A. materials from the District’s existing materials that the District requests be incorporated during the drafting process;
 

B. new materials that the District develops in their entirety and exclusive of Neola; and
 

C. revisions or deletions that substantively depart from Neola’s templates.
 
Further, Neola does not recommend the use or incorporation of District-specific materials. Neola will, at the request of the District,
incorporate District-specific materials into the licensed materials, with the implicit understanding that the District bears all risks associated
with the District’s decision to request that such District-specific materials be incorporated. Neola reserves the right, but is not obligated, to
advise the District to seek its own legal review of District-specific materials.
 
FY 2024-25 Thresholds for Competitive Bids, Value of Awards, and Gifts
 
The Michigan Department of Education ("MDE") provides updated information on statutory requirements that determine thresholds for
competitive bids and value of awards and gifts. The fiscal year 2024-25 base for M.C.L. 380.623a, M.C.L. 380.1267, and M.C.L. 380.1274 is
$30,512 (pertaining to school building construction, addition, renovation, or repair and procurement of supplies, materials, and equipment).
There are changes to the limits on the value of awards given by an ISD to an employee, volunteer, or pupil, as well as the value above which
an ISD administrator may not accept a gift from a vendor or potential vendor. The fiscal year 2024-25 upper limit (M.C.L. 380.634) for
awards is $175 and the cap for gifts is $76.
 
Notice Regarding Legal Accuracy
 
Neola is vigilant in providing policy language to clients that has been vetted for legal accuracy by outside legal counsel. Should questions
arise as to the legal compliance or accuracy of Neola's materials, it is our expectation that Neola's counsel would have the opportunity to
assist in the resolution of such a claim. Please notify the Neola corporate office if an issue arises in which such a review or assistance is
necessary.
 
Policies in this update have been reviewed by Varnum, LLP (Grand Rapids, MI) for consistency with Federal and State law.
 

REMINDERS
 

A. The Minimum Wage in Michigan for the entire State of Michigan is expected to increase twice in 2025. Starting January 1, 2025, the
minimum wage is at $10.56 per hour and after February 21, 2025, an additional increase will be made, setting the rate at $12.48 per
hour.
 

B. The Internal Revenue Service ("IRS") issued Notice 2024-312 (December 19, 2024) which provides the 2025 mileage rate at
seventy cents ($0.70) per mile for business travel (three cents ($0.03) more than the rate for 2024).
 

C. The U.S. Department of Labor maintains regulatory authority over state and local government employers, including public school
districts. Note that the following Federal laws have poster requirements which apply to school districts (no Federal or Federally-



assisted contracts or subcontracts):
 

1. The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission ("EEOC")
 

2. The Employee Polygraph Protection Act ("EPPA")
 

3. Employee Rights under the Fair Labor Standards Act ("FLSA/ Minimum Wage")
 

4. Employee Rights and Responsibilities under the Family and Medical Leave Act ("FMLA")
 

5. Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act ("USERRA")
 

6. Job Safety and Health:  It's the Law ("Occupational Safety and Health Act/OSHA")
 

7. Whistleblower Protections
 
In addition, certain organizations may be required to display posters that can only be obtained from DOL's Office of Workers'
Compensation Programs ("OWCP"). More information on these posters is available. Links to all Federal employment posters are
always available on the Poster Page as are answers to frequently asked questions. Note that school districts with Federal or Federally-
assisted contracts or subcontracts may have additional requirements.

 

LEGAL ALERTS
 
Included with this update are six (6) legal alerts. These include:
 

03 - Legal Alert - Michigan's Filter First Legislation
 
04 - Legal Alert - Michigan's Sick Leave Law Changes
 
05 - Legal Alert - Michigan Employees' Affirmative Obligation to Provide Notice of Certain Criminal Charges to Employing District,
M.C.L. 380.1230d
 
06 - Legal Alert - Michigan's New In-School Protections for Indigenous Individuals – Compliance Timeline and Guidance
 
07 - Legal Alert - Michigan's New Computer Science Course Requirement – Compliance Timeline and Guidance
 
08 - Legal Alert - Changes to Advertising Requirements for Michigan's Academies

 

BYLAWS AND POLICIES
 
Bylaw 0131.1 - Bylaws and Policies (Revised)
 
This bylaw has been revised to streamline the process for review and adoption of policy and of making technical corrections to policies and
bylaws. The bylaw provides options for defining technical corrections and authorizes the Superintendent to make such corrections and
provide a summary of the corrections to the Board for review.
 
This revised bylaw should be adopted if the Board wishes to streamline the policy adoption process and/or technical corrections process.
 
Policy 1430/3430/4430 - Leaves of Absence (Revised)
 
These policies have been adopted to include the provisions of the Earned Sick Time Act ("ESTA"), effective February 21, 2025, or at the
expiration of the district's collective bargaining agreement ("CBA") covering such benefits.
 
Policy 2340 - Field and Other District-Sponsored Trips (Revised)
 
This policy has been adopted to update language overall and to include transportation options and provisions (found in Policy 8640).
 
Policy 5320 - Immunization (Revised)
 
This policy has been revised to reflect the immunization requirements in the Michigan Department of Education's ("MDE") "2024
Immunization Requirements for Students Entering Kindergarten and 7th Grade or Enrolling in a New School District in Grades 1-12".  See
also AG 5320 in this update.
 
These revisions should be adopted in order to comply with MDE's immunization requirements.
 
Policy 5330 - Use of Medications (Revised)
 
This policy was reviewed at the request of clients and updated to include additional definitions and further clarity to processes for the
storage and administration of prescription and over-the-counter medications.
 
These suggested revisions should be considered for adoption.
 
Policy 5330.01 - Epinephrine Auto-Injectors (Revised)
 
This policy was revised at the request of clients, adding the immunity provisions set forth in applicable State law.



 
Policy 5350 - Student Health, Well-Being, and Suicide Prevention (Revised)
 
This policy is revised to include comprehensive mental health and wellness initiatives that promote the emotional and physical safety of
students and staff.
 
Revisions to this policy should be considered for adoption.
 
Policy 5460 - Graduation Requirements (Revised)
 
This policy has been revised at the request of clients to provide an option regarding Universal FAFSA provisions that are required of districts
participating in the MiLEAP 2024-2025 Universal FAFSA Challenge. This provision is not currently required by law, but is necessary to secure
funding offered as a part of the Challenge.
 
This revision should be adopted by a district participating in the Universal FAFSA Challenge.
 
Policy 8320 - Personnel Files (Revised)
 
This policy is revised to reflect the recent changes to the Public Employment Relations Act ("PERA") due to P.A. 236 (2023).
 
This revision reflects the provisions of law and should be adopted.
 
Policy 8500 - Food Services (Revised)
 
This policy has been revised to include additional language and options regarding "bad debt" and dietary modifications at the request of
clients due to audits.
 
These revisions should be considered for adoption.
 
Policy 8510 - Wellness (Revised)
 
This policy has been revised to include U.S. Department of Agriculture ("USDA") requirement to include the overall nondiscrimination
language and to add other USDA guidance regarding wellness options throughout district operations.
 
Policy 8640 - Transportation for Field and Other District-Sponsored Trips (Rescind)
 
This policy is recommended for deletion, as the provisions for transportation have been included in Policy 2340 - Field and Other District-
Sponsored Trips.
 

ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES
 
AG 5320 - Immunization of Students in School (Revised)
 
See note on Policy 5320.
 
AG 5350 - Suicide Intervention Process (Revised)
 
See note on Policy 5350.
 
AG 5360 - Recess Guideline for Harsh Weather (Revised)
 
This guideline was revised at the request of clients to include Heat Index information from NWA.
 

COMMENTS
 
Reviewing Board Minutes
 
A feature of your subscription to the Update Service is the review of your District’s Board minutes to identify actions that result in new policy
or revision to existing policy. If such action has been taken and copies of the related materials have not been submitted to the Coshocton
Office, the District will be contacted and additional information regarding the action will be requested. Please take advantage of this valuable
service by sending copies of your Board minutes to the Coshocton Office for review.
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Vol. 39, No. 2 - February 2025
 
Coding for District-Specific Edits
*1 = drafted by District staff
*2 = if the material was a work for hire, that is, material the District paid someone else to develop but from whom the
District purchased the rights to publish
*3 = if the material is copyrighted to someone else from whom the District has secured permission to publish the material
(No code is needed for accepting Neola's vetted material)
 

Policy Number
Date
Adopted 

District-Specific Edits
(1, 2, or 3) Date Tabled 

Date Rejected
 

po0131.1     

po1430     

po2340     

po3430     

po4430     

po5320     

po5330     

po5330.01     

po5350     

po5460     

po8320     

po8500     

po8510     

po8640 Rescind     
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Legal Alert
 

To: Neola Clients

  

From: Varnum LLP, Attorneys At Law

  

Re: Michigan’s Filter First Legislation – Compliance Timeline and Guidance

  

Date: December 2, 2024
 

 
In January 2023, Michigan enacted the Clean Drinking Water Access Act (2023 PA 154), alongside amendments
to existing statutes, creating the comprehensive Filter First legislation. This initiative establishes requirements to
ensure the safety of drinking water in schools by mandating the implementation of a Drinking Water Management
Plan (“DWMP”) and use of filtered water at all consumptive fixtures. 
 
To aid schools in achieving compliance, the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
(EGLE) provides the following resources:
 

DWMP template.
 
Supplemental tracking forms to monitor compliance.
 
Detailed guidance documents, available at Michigan.gov/FilterFirst.

 
Key Compliance Requirements and Timelines
 

A. DWMP
 

Schools are required to complete and submit a DWMP by January 24, 2025. Even though Districts
may not have certain details to include, such as the make and model of filters or specific
maintenance schedules, this information can be added later once the filters are selected and
installed.
 
The DWMP outlines a school’s approach to identifying and mitigating risks of lead exposure in
drinking water. Templates and instructions are available through EGLE’s Filter First portal.

 
2. Filtered Water Installation

By the end of the 2025-2026 school year, all drinking water fixtures in schools must be equipped with
approved filters designed to reduce lead levels.
 



3. Ongoing Sampling and Certification
 

Schools must begin sampling their drinking water after filter installation is complete.
 
To ensure ongoing compliance, schools must conduct annual water sampling and certify that their
drinking water meets the standards set under the Filter First legislation.
 

Next Steps for Districts

Districts should prioritize developing their DWMPs and allocate resources to install and maintain the required
water filtration systems. Establishing clear procedures for annual sampling and documentation is essential to
demonstrating compliance with the law.
 
Disclaimer:  This Alert is provided for informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.
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Legal Alert
 

To: Neola Clients

  

From: Varnum LLP, Attorneys At Law

  

Re: Michigan’s Sick Leave Law Changes

  

Date: December 2, 2024
 

 
The Michigan Supreme Court’s reinstatement of the Earned Sick Time Act (“ESTA”), effective February 21, 2025,
brings changes to sick leave policies. School districts, including those with unionized employees, must prepare to
ensure compliance with these new requirements. Importantly, any collective bargaining agreements (“CBAs”) in
effect before ESTA’s implementation will remain valid, even if they do not conform to the law. However, new or
renegotiated CBAs must comply with ESTA’s minimum standards moving forward.
 
Key Provisions of ESTA
 

A. Broad Employee Coverage: ESTA applies to all employees, including full-time, part-time, and seasonal
workers, as well as unionized employees covered by CBAs.
 

B. Accrual and Usage: Employees earn one (1) hour of sick leave for every thirty (30) hours worked, up to
seventy-two (72) hours annually for districts with ten plus (10+) employees. Smaller districts must
provide at least forty (40) paid hours and an additional thirty-two (32) unpaid hours. Unused sick leave
rolls over year to year, but annual usage is capped.
 

C. CBAs: Existing CBAs that do not meet ESTA requirements can remain in effect until they expire. New or
renegotiated CBAs entered into on or after February 21, 2025 must comply with ESTA’s provisions,
including expanded leave entitlements and accrual rates. 
 

D. Expanded Leave Protections: Sick leave can be used for personal or family health needs, mental health,
domestic violence recovery, or during public health emergencies.
 

E. Documentation and Retaliation Protections: Employers may request documentation only for absences of
four or more consecutive days and must cover the cost of obtaining such documentation. ESTA prohibits
retaliation against employees who use their earned sick time and includes a presumption of retaliation for
adverse actions taken within ninety (90) days of leave usage.

 
Next Steps for Districts
 



Districts should review and update CBAs as necessary when they are up for renegotiation. (Districts should
consider adopting revised Policies 1430/3430/4430 - Leaves of Absence for non-unionized staff to align with
ESTA requirements.) Finally, Districts have a duty to inform both union and non-union employees about their
rights under ESTA.
 
Disclaimer:  This Alert is provided for informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.
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Legal Alert
 

To: Neola Clients

  

From: Varnum LLP, Attorneys At Law

  

Re: Michigan Employees' Affirmative Obligation to Provide Notice of Certain Criminal
Charges to Employing District, M.C.L. 380.1230d

  

Date: January 30, 2025
 

 
M.C.L. 380.1230d establishes requirements to ensure districts remain informed of certain criminal
charges  against their employees and applicants by mandating that the employee or applicant disclose such
information to the employing district. An individual's failure to report is a criminal offense. 
 
Key Notification Requirements and Timelines
 

A. Criminal Charges. Employees and applicants are required to:
 

1. Report the criminal charge to the department and to the district;
 

2. Make the report on a form prescribed by the department;
 

3. Submit the report to the department and to the superintendent of the school district or intermediate
school district or chief administrator of the public school academy or nonpublic school; and
 

4. Submit the report within three (3) business days after being arraigned for the crime.
 

5. If the employee is ultimately not convicted of the crime, the employee may request the district
delete the report from its records.
 

B. Guilty and No Contest Pleas. Employees and applicants are required to:
 

1. Disclose to the court, on a form prescribed by the state court administrative office, that he or she is
employed by or regularly continuously working under contract in a district;
 

2. Immediately provide a copy of the form to the prosecuting attorney in charge of the case; and
 

1



3. Immediately provide a copy of the form to the superintendent of the school district or intermediate
school district or chief administrator of the public school academy or nonpublic school.  
 

C. District Notification Requirement 
 

1. Schools must report receipt of the report and action taken as a result within sixty (60) days of
receiving the report. 
 

2. To ensure ongoing compliance, schools must keep records of all reports received for at least six (6)
years.

 
Next Steps for Districts

Districts should prioritize the review of employee handbooks to ensure inclusion of policy language so employees
are aware of the mandatory reporting obligations in M.C.L. 380.1230d. Establishing clear procedures for
employee notification and documentation is essential to ensuring districts receive notice.
 
______________________________________
 
This obligation applies to the following:

(a) Any felony. 

(b) Any of the following misdemeanors: (i) Criminal sexual conduct in the fourth degree or an attempt to commit
criminal sexual conduct in the fourth degree; (ii) Child abuse in the third or fourth degree or an attempt to
commit child abuse in the third or fourth degree; (iii) A misdemeanor involving cruelty, torture, or indecent
exposure involving a child; (iv) A misdemeanor violation of section 7410 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368,
M.C.L. 333.7410; (v) A violation of section 115, 141a, 335a, or 359 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328,
M.C.L. 750.115, 750.141a, 750.335a, and 750.359, or a misdemeanor violation of section 81, 81a, or 145d of
the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, M.C.L. 750.81, 750.81a, and 750.145d; (vi) A misdemeanor violation of
section 701 of the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, M.C.L. 436.1701; (vii) Any misdemeanor
that is a listed offense.

(c) A violation of a substantially similar law of another state, of a political subdivision of this state or another
state, or of the United States.
 
Disclaimer:  This Alert is provided for informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.

1
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Legal Alert
 

To: Neola Clients

  

From: Varnum LLP, Attorneys At Law

  

Re: Michigan's New In-School Protections for Indigenous Individuals – Compliance
Timeline and Guidance

  

Date: February 3, 2025
 

 
Section 1300 requires that all Native American individuals be permitted to wear traditional regalia and bring
traditional objects to ceremonies of honor. School districts must be compliant with Section 1300 beginning on
April 2, 2025.

Key Definitions

“Ceremonies of honor” 

formal and informal public occasions celebrating academic, athletic, and other student achievement
including, but not limited to, graduation, commencement, convocation, and honor society events

“Traditional objects” 

any cultural, religious, or ceremonial items or objects that hold tribal or ancestral meaning, significance, or
importance for a Native American

“Traditional regalia” 

any cultural, religious, or ceremonial clothing or wearable items representing a Native American’s tribal or
ancestral traditions

Key Compliance Requirements and Timelines

Act Requirements
 

A. The board of a school district or intermediate school district or board of directors of a public school
academy shall ensure that a Native American individual is permitted to:
 



1. Wear traditional regalia.
 

2. Bring traditional objects to ceremonies of honor.
 

B. Exclusions from definitions of "traditional objects" and "traditional regalia"
 

1. "Tobacco product" which is defined as a preparation of tobacco to be inhaled, chewed, or placed in a
person's mouth.
 

2. "Dangerous weapon" which is defined as a firearm, dagger, dirk, stiletto, knife with a blade over
three (3) inches in length, pocketknife opened by a mechanical device, iron bar, or brass knuckles.

 
Disclaimer:  This Alert is provided for informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.
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Legal Alert
 

To: Neola Clients

  

From: Varnum LLP, Attorneys At Law

  

Re: Michigan's New Computer Science Course Requirement – Compliance Timeline and
Guidance

  

Date: February 3, 2025
 

 
PA 206 requires that all public high schools offer a computer science course to all students beginning with the
2027-2028 school year. Public high schools include public schools that offer at least one (1) of grades nine (9) to
twelve (12).  “Computer science” is defined in PA 206 as:

the study of computers and algorithmic processes including, but not limited to, their principles, hardware
and software designs, implementation, and impact on society, and is a study that focuses on teaching
students how to create new technologies and not solely the use of technology

 
Key Compliance Requirements and Timelines

Course Requirements
 

A. The course must be listed as an option in the school’s catalog of courses. 
 

B. The course must meet or exceed standards established by the State Board of Education.
 

C. The school must make a good-faith effort to offer the course in an in-person setting, rather than virtual,
unless the school operates entirely virtually.

 
Timeline
 
The computer science course must be offered beginning in the 2027-2028 school year.
 
Next Steps for Educational Agencies

Educational agencies should be ready to implement and offer the computer science course by the 2027-2028
school year. Establishing a point of contact to develop and oversee the implementation of the course is essential



to ensure the course is offered by the 2027-2028 school year. An update to applicable required curriculum
policies is anticipated to be published as the 2027-2028 school year nears.
 
Disclaimer:  This Alert is provided for informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.
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Legal Alert
 

To: Neola Clients

  

From: Varnum LLP, Attorneys At Law

  

Re: Changes to Advertising Requirements for Michigan's Academies 

  

Date: February 5, 2024
 

 
The Michigan legislature recently signed into law several house bills that impact the State's academies.  
 

HB 5231 (PA 210) – Public School Academies
HB 5232 (PA 211) – Schools of Excellence
HB5233 (PA 212) – Strict Discipline Academies
HB 5234 (PA 213) – Urban High School Academies
 

These house bills (enacted as Public Acts 210 to 213 of 2024) each amended the Revised School Code to add a
requirement that the names of the authorizing body of an academy and, if applicable, its primary educational
management organization, appear and be verbally provided in certain of its advertising efforts. According to the
House Committee on Education report, "supporters of the bills argue that the posting and signage requirements
would provide needed transparency for families considering enrollment in an academy, and for members of the
community, so they can know who is responsible for the day-to-day operations of a particular academy."
 
Key Provisions
 

A. Advertising: The names of the authorizing body and the primary educational management organization, if
applicable, must appear and be verbally provided on all of the following: 
 

1. (i) Signage erected, repaired, or installed on or after April 2, 2025.
 

2. (ii) Promotional material created, modified, and/or distributed on or after April 2, 2025.
 

3. (iii) The footer of the academy's website pages.
 

4. (iv) The academy's school application for enrollment.
 

B. Contracts: These requirements must be included in contracts to organize and administer an academy,
including a school of excellence, strict discipline academy, or urban high school academy, that are entered
into, extended, renewed, or modified on or after April 2, 2025.

1



 
Key Definitions
 

A. Primary educational management organization

an educational management organization that is responsible for both administrative services or staff
and educational and instructional services or staff
 

B. Educational management organization

a partnership, nonprofit or business corporation, or any other association, corporation, trust, or other legal
entity that enters into an agreement with a PSA (including a school of excellence, strict discipline academy,
or urban high school academy) to provide comprehensive educational, administrative, management, or
instructional services or staff to that PSA
 

C. Promotional material is any of the following:
 

1. Billboards
 

2. Internet advertisements
 

3. Television advertisements
 

4. Radio advertisements
 
Next Steps for Academies
 
Academies should review and update advertising materials as necessary.  These public acts will be effective April
2, 2025.
_________________________________________
 

This requirement does not apply to cyber schools. M.C.L. 380.553.
 
Disclaimer:  This Alert is provided for informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.

1 
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����������	�
������������������������������������
���������
����
�����
	�
	��������������������
���������������������������
����
���
�����	��	���	������
����������������������� !�"#$%�$&�%#'%�#()�*'+$"'#�,-�.������&"/,�+"�0�!�1$'#�2!$(��'+��((�3$�(,�"#$%&� '*%($�&�2$"!�"!��4"/,�+"��',��'3��'+,/ "��+,�'+��((�'"!�#�"#$%& '*%($�&�2$"!��+��%%#'1�,� ',��'3� '+,/ "�3'#�"!��"#$%-�5������
	���
���������������	������	����	�����������
�����	��
����
6��7���������8�������9�
	���:�
����;���������������	��
����
6��7���������8�������9�
	���:�
����;����������
	���������������
	���
���������������	����<�
=>�?�@�%#'3�&&$'+�(�&"�33�*�*0�#�&!�((�+'"� !�+A����%(�++�,�$"$+�#�#)�2!$(��"!��"#$%�$&�$+�%#'A#�&&B��C �%"�2!�#��"!��!��("!B&�3�")B�'#�2�(3�#��'3�"!��&"/,�+"&�$+�
	���
����������6�	��D	��� !�#A��$&�$*%�#$(�,�E>�F�'#�2!�#�� !�+A�&�'#�&/0&"$"/"$'+&0�)'+,�
	���
����������6�	��D	��� '+"#'(�!�1��3#/&"#�"�,�"!��%/#%'&��'3�"!��"#$%�=GHI�JK�JLMNJH?�O+��+)�$+&"�+ ��$+�2!$ !�"!��$"$+�#�#)�'3���"#$%�$&��("�#�,B�"!��%#'3�&&$'+�(�&"�33�*�*0�#�$+� !�#A��&!�((�+'"$3)�"!��,*$+$&"#�"$1��&/%�#$'#�$**�,$�"�()�PQRST�UVW�XSVYTVQZ[�\]�ŴZ�_RTWQR̀Wa���
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xy	zRYOLÔN	YVMRR[	V[OPTLN{	|y	uRVOT[	YbO[[Y{	}y	~NULT[	MNT[LM	TUX	aN[[deNOUZ{	�y	u]QQRSL	WRS	YL]XNULY	TUX	YLTWW{	TUX	�y	lST]PTdOUWRSPNX	TUX	SNYLRSTLÔN	QSTVLOVNY_

xy	lR	QSN̂NUL	eRLM	WTLT[	TUX	URUWTLT[	Y]OVOXN	eNMT̂ORSY	TPRUZ	\R]LM_	|y	lR	OUVSNTYN	Q]QO[	TaTSNUNYY	RW	LMN	aTSUOUZ	YOZUY	TUX	SOYb	WTVLRSY	WRS	Y]OVOXN	TUX	XNQSNYYORU_	}y	lR	OPQSR̂N	TVVNYY	LR	TQQSRQSOTLN	QSN̂NULORU	YNŜOVNY	WRS	̂][UNSTe[N	\R]LM	ZSR]QY_
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DATE:        April 11, 2025 

TO:          Neola Michigan Clients 

SUBJECT:   Special Release - Title IX Regulations 

 

 

Recommendations Regarding Title IX Policies 

 

 

As Neola has consistently stated, we have been monitoring developments regarding the evolution of Title IX 

regulations and grievance procedures requirements and providing updated policy-based recommendations as 

appropriate. The U.S. Department of Education (“USDOE”) issued a “Dear Colleague” letter on Friday, January 31, 

2025, stating that it was adopting the judicial vacatur of the rule, in effect invalidating the 2024 regulations. A 

revised “Dear Colleague” letter was issued on Tuesday, February 4, 2025, further detailed the USDOE’s position 

concerning Title IX enforcement. It is clear from these letters that the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) will enforce Title IX 

pursuant to the 2020 regulations rather than the 2024 regulations. 

  

One important thing to note, the revised letter tweaked one important sentence in stating that open Title IX 

investigations that were initiated under the 2024 Title IX Rule should be “immediately reevaluated to ensure 

consistency with the 2020 Title IX Rule and the preexisting regulations at 34 C.F.R. 106 et seq.” The original letter 

stated that such investigations should be “immediately reoriented to comport fully” with the 2020 regulations.  
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Accordingly, school boards are advised to take action relative to policies adopted pursuant to the now invalidated 

regulations. 

 

Based on the court decisions challenging the 2024 Title IX regulations that have been discussed over the past six 

months, and the current Department of Education’s position on the matter, Districts are advised to rescind Policy 

2264 - Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex In Education Programs or Activities to avoid confusion or to avoid 

adverse treatment by the Department of Education. 

  

Given that the rule and thus the policy is being treated as invalid as of its inception, the policy can be treated as 

inactive automatically until such time as the Board is able to take formal action. 

  

Revisions to Policy 2266 – Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities 

  

With Policy 2264- Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex In Education Programs or Activities being invalid and 

subsequently rescinded, districts are still obligated to comply with the mandates of Title IX’s prohibition against 

disparate treatment in programming on the basis of sex. The regulations adopted in 2020 will again govern 

investigations alleging violations of Title IX that involve “sexual harassment” as defined by the regulatory definition 

found in 34 CFR § 106.30(a). Policy 2266 - Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex In Education Programs or Activities 

(The Board&#39;s Policy and Grievance Procedures for Responding to Sexual Harassment Alleged to Have Occurred 

Prior to 8/1/2024) was recently revised to insert a sunset provision based on the U.S. Department of Education’s 

2024 regulations, which continued to apply Policy 2266 only as to complaints involving conduct alleged to have 

occurred prior to August 1, 2024. That sunset provision has been removed from the policy template and should be 

removed from District policy, which Boards could opt to accomplish as a technical correction pursuant to Board 

Bylaw 0131.1 - Bylaws and Policies. 

 

It is important to note that the 2020 version of the regulations only applies to allegations involving sexual 

harassment and that any other type of sex discrimination complaint must be investigated under one of the District’s 

nondiscrimination policies (i.e. Policy 2260 – Nondiscrimination and Access to Equal Educational Opportunity and 

Policy 1422/3122/4122 – Nondiscrimination and Equal Employment Opportunity). Likewise, Districts are reminded 

that state law and related policy prohibiting bullying does not depend on the subject matter of bullying-type 

behavior and still requires that complaints alleging bullying being investigated and resolved, even when gender 

identity or related concepts are the basis for the bullying behavior. 

 

Reminder Regarding Applicable Law 

  

The Dear Colleague letter referenced above notes that the basis for invalidating the 2024 regulations is the 

definition of “on the basis of sex” contained within that regulation. Specifically, the various district court decisions 
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and President Trump’s executive order on the issue oppose the definition that covers gender identity, sex 

stereotypes, sex characteristics, and sexual orientation. 

  

The definition of the term “sex” includes gender identity and sexual orientation in the context of equal employment 

opportunity under federal law, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act. See Bostock v. Clayton County, 590 U.S. 644 (2020). 

   

Action by the federal executive branch, including by way of Executive Orders, direct the activities and priorities of 

federal agencies, such as the Department of Education, but those orders do NOT supersede federal or state 

statutes, and they do not reverse or invalidate decisions of the federal courts. 

  

As a result, Michigan districts will need to (a) rescind Policy 2264 - Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in 

Education Programs or Activities; (b) remove reference to the end date of the applicability of Policy 2266 - 

Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex In Education Programs or Activities (The Board&#39;s Policy and Grievance 

Procedures for Responding to Sexual Harassment Alleged to Have Occurred Prior to 8/1/2024); and (c) continue to 

investigate and resolve complaints involving gender identity and related considerations under the District’s existing 

nondiscrimination policies to comply with state and federal law that has not been affected by executive order. 

  

The policy revisions are required by yet another shift in Title IX regulations. Policy 2264 - Nondiscrimination on the 

Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities should be treated as inactive until formally rescinded, and the 

limiting language should be considered invalid immediately in Policy 2266 - Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex In 

Education Programs or Activities (The Board&#39;s Policy and Grievance Procedures for Responding to Sexual 

Harassment Alleged to Have Occurred Prior to 8/1/2024). 

 

Disclaimer: This Alert is provided for informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice and does not 

create an attorney-client relationship. Questions should be addressed to the school district’s legal counsel for 

specific legal advice. 

 

 

If you have questions about any materials, please get in touch with your Neola Associate.  All production-related 

materials and questions should be directed to the Production Office at production@neola.com or 1-800-407-5815. 

Billing and other questions should be directed to the Business Office at accounts@neola.com or 330-926-0514. 
  
 

 

 
      

Copyright (C) 2025 Neola, Inc.. All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email because you are listed as the Neola contact person for your school district.  

Our mailing address is: 

Neola, Inc.  
3914 Clock Pointe 
Suite 103 
Stow, OH 44224 
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