UNITED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

AGENDA ACTION ITEM

TOPIC Second Reading of Policy EHBB (LOCAL) — Special Programs: Gifted and Talented Students

SUBMITTED BY: Pamela Juarez OF:  Associate Superintendent of Instruction

APPROVED FOR TRANSMITTAL TO SCHOOL BOARD:

DATE ASSIGNED FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION: Septemheel, A0

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Board of Trustees approve Second Reading of Policy EHBB (LOCAL): Special
Programs: Gifted and Talented Students

RATIONALE:

BUDGETARY INFORMATION
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PROPOSED REVISIONS

Students may be nominated/referred for the gifted and talented
program at any time by administrators;-teachers, counselors, par-
ents, or other interested persons.—Nerminations-shall-be-considered

on-an-ndividual-basis-as-outlined-n-the-District's-gifted

The District shall provide assessment opportunities to complete the
screening and identification process for nominated/referred stu-

dents is-initiated-inthefall-and-completed-inthe-spring-of-each
year-with-identified-students-beginning-services-the-nextat least
once per school year.

WrittenThe District shall obtain written parental consent-shail-be
obtained before any special testing or individual assessment is
conducted as part of the screening and identification process. All
student information collected during the screening and identifica-
tion process shall be an educational record, subject to the protec-
tions set out in policies at FL.

The Board-approved program for the qifted and talented shall es-
tablish criteria to identify gifted and talented students. The criteria

Data collected through both objective and subjective assessments
shall be measured against the criteria approved by the Board to
determine individual eligibility for the program. Assessment tools
shall-bemay include, but are not limited to, the following: aptitude/
intelligence tests, parent/teacherjot-downs-grade-averages; beha-
vioral checklists completed by teachers and parents, student confe-
rences-pertfolies and available student work products.
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A selection committee shall evaluate each nominated/referred stu-
dent according to the established criteria and shall identify those
students for whom placement in the gifted and talented program is
the most appropriate educational setting. The committee shall be
composed of at least three professional educators who have re-
ceived training in the nature and needs of gifted students, as re-

quired by law, and shall be established for the District.

Parents-and-The District shall provide written notification to parents
of students ified-i iti i

shall-be-netified-in-writing-upen-selection-of-the-stu-
dentwho qualify for services through the District's gifted and ta-
lented program. Participation in any program or services provided
for gifted students isshall be voluntary—Fhe, and the District shall
obtain written permission ef-the-students-andfrom the parents be-

fore placing a student is-placed-in a gifted program.

The District shall reassess students to determine appropriate pro-

gram placement when a student moves from grade 5 to grade 6
and when a student moves from grade 8 to grade 9.

When a student identified as gifted by a previous school district
transfers-inteenrolls in the District,the-student's-records-shall-be
reviewed-by the selection committee_shall review the student’s
records to determine if placement in the District's program for gifted
and talented students is appropriate.

The selection committee shall make itsa determination within 30
scheolbusinesscalendar days of the student’s enroliment in the
District and shall base itsthe decision on the transferred records,
observation reports of District teachers who instruct the student,
and student and parent conferences.

Students[See FDD(LEGAL) for information regarding transfer stu-
dents and the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for

Military Children]

A student who aretransfers from one campus in the District to the
same grade level at another District campus shall continue to re-

ceive services in the District's gifted and talented program.

The District may place on a furlough any student who is unable to
maintain satisfactory performance or whose educational needs are

not being met within the structure of the gifted and talented pro-
gram-may-be-placed-on. A furlough may be initiated by the selee-
tion-committee—The-purpese-of-such-a-furlough-is-to-provide-the
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the-selestion-committee—A-District, the parent, or the student.

In accordance with administrative requlations, a furlough alse-may-
shall be granted at-the-request-of-the-studentfor specified reasons
andfor-parent:

A-student-may-be-furloughed for a specified period of time-from-six
committee.. At the end of thea furlough, the student's-progress
shallbereassessed-and-the-student may reenter the gifted pro-
gram, be remeved-from-the-pregram;-er-be-placed on another fur-
lough—A-student-shall-not-be-eligible-formere- than-two-furleughs
be-remeved!, or be exited from the gifted-and-talented-program-af-
tertwo-furloughs.

Student-The District shall monitor student performance in the pro-
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pregram. If at any time the selection committee determines it is in
the student's-best interest of the student and his or her educational
needs, the committee may exit a student from the program. Ifa
student or parent requests removal from the program, the selection
committee shall meet with the parent and student before honoring
the request.

ParentsA parent or studentsstudent may appeal any final decision
of the selection committee regarding selection for or remevalexit
from the gifted program. Appeals shall only be considered when
parents or students initiate the process within ten school/business
days from the date of notification. The appeal should be directed
to the director of gifted and talented/advanced academics or desig-
nee for consideration. Any subsequent appeals shall be made in
accordance with FNG(LOCAL) beginning at Level Two.

The District shall annually evaluate the effectiveness of the Dis-
trict's gifted program-shall-be-evaluated-periodically, and the results
of the evaluation shall be used to modify and update the District
and campus improvement plans. The District shall include parents

in the evaluation process and shall share the information-shall-be
shared with Board members, administrators, teachers, counselors,

students in the gifted and talented program, and the community.

The District shall ensure that information about the District's gifted
and talented program is available to parents and community mem-
bers and that they have an opportunity to develop an understand-
ing of and support for the program.
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