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Background Information
Device Access:

● Students in grades PK-3 have access to class sets of iPads.
● Students in grades 4-12 can opt into the district's 1:X program to receive an iPad.

Device Refresh:

● Student iPad refreshes were completed in Fall 2024.
● Accessibility features on the iPad were highlighted as an advantage by the Device Evaluation 

Committee. 

Impact of Accessibility Features:

● Accessibility features support all learners in acquisition of content. 
● They have a particularly significant impact on Special Education, Bilingual, and ESL students.

 



Recall EB Languages in LISD



Recall LISD Graduation rates



Technology Application TEKS
Practical Technology Concepts

Strand:  Practical Technology Concepts
Students build their knowledge of software applications and hardware focusing on keyboarding and use of applications and tools.

Substrand - skills and tools 
The student demonstrates knowledge and 
appropriate use of technology systems, 
concepts, and operations. The student is 
expected to:

Substrand - skills and tools 
The student selects appropriate methods or 
techniques for an assigned task and identifies 
and solves simple hardware and software 
problems using common troubleshooting 
strategies. The student is expected to:

Substrand - skills and tools 
The student leverages technology systems, 
concepts, and operations to produce digital 
artifacts.  The student is expected to:

K.8A use a 
variety of 
applications, 
devices, and 
online learning 
environments 
to engage with 
content;   

1.9A select 
and use a 
variety of 
applications, 
devices, and 
online learning 
environments 
to create an 
original 
product;

2.10A select 
and use a 
variety of 
applications, 
devices, and 
online 
learning 
environments 
to create and 
share 
content;

3.11A compare 
and contrast 
applications 
such as word 
processor, 
spreadsheet, 
and 
presentation 
tools for 
relevance to an 
assigned task; 

4.11A 
evaluate and 
choose 
applications 
for relevance 
to an assigned 
task; 

6.12C select 
and use the 
appropriate 
platform and 
tools to 
complete a 
specific task 
or project

7.12C select 
and use 
appropriate 
platform and 
tools, 
including 
selecting and 
using 
software or 
hardware for 
a defined task

8.12C select 
and use 
appropriate 
platform and 
tools, 
including 
selecting and 
using 
software or 
hardware to 
transfer data

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mJUPUHm6pXmYtuyuLEG8wN2msMcus8HE4WJ4YMsyFoo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q_A6lo-i8ASHoQ1gdHP2EklRMUNf_Yq5FpQtYH2WfUk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lSQOUY89dtz3nG8-Ki3PUijk8fZ2S3VJsFedQDQj_jk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IPyoFK173UnZJI1WhAtYjnruDLreY_yuvEXbKIhD6wM/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZL6aHPr8hw03s3Q7iZ220yZJKmbcmMVtky9eT7oPGcA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RbFPbHD8P_yM13ZQm0WI1USeTagLW25iMIQQR3R5mNI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LE_OrZJexTe5feQv4twXib9TskTyoSVR_iLvTqoyuJ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cfAp0mCCH6f0Qr4kKmoUzCzTri0sVQPgvaFDTHpkhg4/edit?usp=drive_link


iPadOS Accessibility Features



iPadOS Accessibility Features



Speech-to-Text

Allows students to dictate written 
responses anywhere a cursor can 
be placed on the screen. 

● Not limited to a specific 
program 

● Available in multiple 
languages

 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1bgfBmDw7LQXXJCX9w9HwdpGjta3yIL4J/preview


Text-to-Speech

Text on the iPad can be read back to 
students. Additional options are included 
in Safari for listening to websites. 

● Pause, change reading rate and 
select voice

● Not limited to a specific program 
● Available in multiple languages

 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BjjdHurUFVMVuujv8aSINZ6vmlAfyzyV/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BjjdHurUFVMVuujv8aSINZ6vmlAfyzyV/preview


Translation

Students can use LiveText to translate 
environmental print or highlight text to 
translate within device content. 

● Translate from the camera, within a 
photo, in a video, or send to the 
Translation App

● Anywhere a cursor is present, 
translations can occur

● Not limited to a specific program
● Available in multiple languages
● Translations can be combined with 

text-to-speech 
 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Q14XsqowNS9Mzigr-7eHOlTNDmhiXjSd/preview


Guided Access
Guided Access limits students’ access to a 
single App at a time on the iPad, 
preventing navigation to other Apps or 
features. This supports student:

● Focus and Attention: helps students 
prone to distractions stay focused on 
task

● Preventing Accidental Changes: 
students with motor skill challenges may 
accidentally exit Apps/change settings- 
Guided Access prevents this, ensuring 
intended learning occurs

● Individualized Learning: tailors the 
device experience to each student's 
needs, disabling buttons or screen areas 
not needed 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1PozMwuNJm78CmFvkarj_2vl4gqeEtg-8/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1PozMwuNJm78CmFvkarj_2vl4gqeEtg-8/preview


Accessibility Impacts ALL!
Based on Dual Coding Theory by Dr Allan Paivio 

our brains process information through two separate channels: 
 

One for verbal 
information 

(words) 

One for visual 
information 
(pictures)



Accessibility impacts ALL!
  By using technology as a tool, we can leverage the strengths of both channels. 

 Because we have access to devices in LISD, educators are giving our 
learners top of the line instructions and creating inclusive classrooms where 

all students have the opportunity to thrive. 



Impact on Special Education: 
Self Contained Settings

Access to an updated device supports our learners in LISD’s specially 
designed SPED programs, such as our Communication classrooms, 

Behavioral Intervention classroom, and Life Skills classrooms.

Enhanced Engagement

By making learning more 
accessible and engaging, 
these features can help to 

increase student motivation 
and participation.

Increased Independence: 

These features can help 
students to become more 

independent learners, 
allowing them to access and 
complete assignments with 

less assistance.  

Improved Communication: 

Features like Text to Speech,  
Live Captions, and Dictation 

can help students with 
communication difficulties to 

express themselves more 
effectively. 



Impact on Special Education: Speech/Language
● Receptive Language: 

- text-to-speech supports
- video captions
-  live captioning
-  transcription of voice memos

● Expressive Language, Articulation, Voice, 
Fluency: 

- Speech-to-text
- Variety of apps to provide an 

alternate communication for 
students who have difficulty or do 
not use oral speech



Training for Staff & Students

● Customized professional learning for 
campus staff.  

● Support documents in Teaching with 
Tech located in the Learning Hub
○ iPad Accessibility Features
○ MacBook Accessibility Features



Questions


