PubliciSchool'Wéiv'er Request

District: Paragould Schbol District
LEA Number: | 2808000

Superintendent: Nick Jaﬁkoviak

Email: | nja'nkbviak@baragouldschools.net
Contact for Waiver: Nick Jankoviak

Contact Email: njankoviak@paragouldschools.net
Contact Phone: (870) 240-2291

Date Received by DESE:

The following documents must be submitted with the waiver request:

1. Board resolution approving the waiver request
2. Evidence of stakeholder involvement, including teachers and student families



Waiver Request #1

Topic: | School Stéﬁ Date:
Standards/Statutes/Rules: A.CA. 6:10-106 -
Duration Requested: Five years

Name of Open-Enrollment

Charter Holding the Waiver Arkansas Virtulal Academy

Schools, Grades, or Classes K-12
the Wavier Will Apply To ]

x Enhance Student Learning Opportunities

PURPOSE OF THE WAIVER

(Must check at least one) O Promot(? DGR

-0 Increase Equ’itablé Access to Effective Teachers

1. Provide a DETAILED RATIONALE explaining how the waiver will enhance student learning
opportunities, promote innovation, or increase equitable access to effective teachers. Include
information about the problem or obstacle; if any, the waiver will help the district overcome.

The member school districts of the Northeast' Arkansas Education Service Cooperative are collectively and
separately requesting a waiver from A.C.A. 6-10-106, which establishes the first allowable day of class as the
Monday of the week that contains August 19. For the 2024-2025 school year, it will be Monday, August 19,

2024.

We respectfully request a waiver to allow the Paragould School District to set their start date “no earlier” than

August 12 for each of the next five school years.

The advantages of the early start option include the following:
1. It gives us a greater chance of having more instructional time before state testing, even in years

when we miss a significant number of days due to inclement weather.
2. It allows us to begin in mid-August when students and staff are eager to return to the new year
and complete the year by the end of May before many of the summer activities begin in early

June.
3. It provides a greater balance between the number of days in the first and second semesters of

the school year.

2. Provide a detailed explanation of how the services being waived will be provided for students.

The requested waiver will not impact the calendar length chosen by the Paragould School District. It will only
nrovide the flexibility to begin the school year earlier, providing the above advantages to students, staff, and
parents. The services provided to our students will be the same as those supplied without waiver approval

regarding days and/or hours of instruction.




3. Provide a detailed explanation of how the district will monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the
waiver.

The district will monitor the following items:

1) The number of instructional days or hours gained in advance of state testing by starting earlier,

2) Student and staff attendance on those dates, and
3) State test results to try and determine what correlation exists between achievement results and instruction

time before testing.



RESOLUTION OF PARAGOULD SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Paragould School District
1501 West Court Street
Paragould, AR 72450
February 12, 2024

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF PARAGOULD SCHOOL DISTRICT
AUTHORIZING THE DISTRICT TO REQUEST A WAIVER

WHEREAS, the Paragould School District Board of Directors is committed to providing a high-quality
education to all students within the district;

WHEREAS, certain circumstances or regulations may require the district to seek waivers to better address the
unique needs or challenges faced by the district; .

WHEREAS, the member school districts of the Northeast Arkansas Education Service Cooperative are
collectively and separately requesting a waiver from A.C.A. 6-10-106, which establishes the first allowable
day of class as the Monday of the week that contains August 19. For the 2024-2025 school year, it will be

Monday, August 19, 2024, ’

WHEREAS, the Paragould School District intends to request a waiver that will allow a start date “no earlier”
than August 12 for each of the next five school years; ‘

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of Paragould School District hereby
authorizes the district administration to formally request a waiver that will allow a start date “no earlier” than

August 12 for each of the next five school years;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Superintendent or designee is authorized to take all necessary steps
and actions to submit the waiver request, including providing any additional information or documentation

required by the relevant authorities;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Directors expresses its support for the waiver request and
acknowledges the importance of flexibility in addressing the unique needs and circumstances of the district.

This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

ADOPTED this February 12, 2024 by the Board of Directors of Paragould School District.

VN
Jeremy Haricock, President
Paragould School District Board of Directors

ATTEST:

e ﬂéﬁﬁm
Josh yéycutt, Secrefdry
ul

Para| d School District Board of Directors



oN @
soA @

sasuodsal 81

N ¢¥T0g ‘61 3snbny Jo saejd ul 'vzoz 'zl ¥snbny
Adon ﬂl: Se UOOoS Se |00Yos Je)s 0} JaAlem e Buyass ul 310))9 s,jooyos ayy Loddns nok pjnop . :

|enpIAlpu| uopsany , Aseuaung . -

sasuodsas bupdooor 10Buo] o 8| wwey SRy . = e

s)uspuodsal 10y abessa

@) sosuodsai fupdede oy

.

: S1924S Ul MDIA F A - wmwcoawm‘_ .Vwr .

sBumes  (EI) sosucdsey  suonsenp

QAN U PAATSE sabuey 1y H\ﬁ () 81ep ue)s - yeig pue >u_300u_ m



oN @
SoA @

sasuodsal | Zz

: ivT0z ‘6l Isnbny jo aoe|d ul 'yzog ‘gL ¥snbBny
Ado?n @ SB UOOS Se |00yds 1Jels 0} Jaalem e Bupyaas ul s110yy8 s,|00yos ay) Hoddns nok pjnop : S

[enpiAipuj ) . uonseny ‘ Arewiuing ) -

sasuodsor bupdonoe sbue) ou stuo) sk - - - ) e )

swuspuodsal 10) abessajy

' sasuodses bupdedoe JoN

: 532345 Ul MOIA E . wmmCOmeL —.NN

sBumos  (fF) sosuodsoy  suopsang

sangurpeans sobun v AL 77 83ep 1Jeys - ASAINS slapjoyayels m



