
DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION RULES 

GOVERNING THE PUBLIC RATING SYSTEM ON ANNUAL SCHOOL 

PERFORMANCE REPORTS AND THE SCHOOL RECOGNITION PROGRAM 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Commenter Name and Organization (if applicable): Dr. Nancy Churchwell, Chief Financial 
Officer, Newport School District 

Comments: Good morning, 

For Title 6. Education Chapter I. Division of Elementary and Secondary Education Subchapter 

C. Educational Quality, Standards, and Assessment Part 64. Rules Governing the Public School

Rating System on Annual School Performance Reports and the School Recognition Program

Subpart 1. Generally,

6 CAR§ 64-102. School rating system. 

Item 2) (2) The Division shall implement an "Automatic Grading Scale Increase" in any year in 

which 65 percent or more of the school statewide aggregate earn a grade of A or B, and raise the 

scale required to earn a school grade by five percent until the scale reaches 90-100 = A, 80-89 =

B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, and 0-59 = F. 

This section sets 59% of school districts up for receiving a grade of F and another 10% of 

districts to receive a grade ofD. When giving a test in a classroom, you do not grade based on 

rank, you give a grade based on individual performance on each item. This automatic grading 

scale increase is unfair to districts working to improve their letter grade. Furthermore, This 

means that the rest of the country will see that more than half of Arkansas School Districts are 

failing. I do not believe this is the image we want to promote, when school districts across the 

state are working exceptionally hard to improve academic success of all students. 

Furthermore, with the school choice laws currently in effect, this requirement is a violation of 

Lake View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee. School funding is based on student enrollment. 

Students will leave these "Failing" schools and flee to the "A" & "B" schools. This will lead to 

inadequate and inequitable funding for these districts. If each school has a fair opportunity to 

reach "A" or "B" status, I believe this proposed rule would be in compliance with the Lake View 

Standard. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this comment. 

Division Response: Comments considered; No changes made. All schools do still maintain the 

ability to reach an A or B letter grade by increasing the percentage of students who meet the 

criteria for each indicator. The automatic escalator does not prevent a school from earning 

points. If65% are earning an A or B then that would leave 35% in C, D or F. 
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