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Minnesota Youth Institute
• Write a Challenge Paper on Food Security Problems in a country 

of the world
• Students will research their country:

• Gain insight about the country (demographics, culture, government, 
agriculture)

• Research food security issues Investigate reasons for food security issues
• Propose Solutions to these problems

• Write a 1500 – 2500 word (3 – 5 pages) on the topic
• Present at the MN Youth Institute at the University of Minnesota 

in St. Paul in May
• Become Borlaug Scholars
• Opportunity to be selected to represent MN at the Global Youth 

Institute in Des Moines, Iowa in October



World Food Prize Foundation
Global Youth Institute: 
   SOILutions for Security
• Des Moines, Iowa
• October 20 - 22, 2025
• 3 Programs:
• Global Youth Institute – 175 student delegates from the US 

and several countries around the world
• Norman E. Borlaug International Dialogue – between 

world leaders, business leaders and researching regarding 
their work with agriculture and addressing food security 
issues both locally and globally
• World Food Prize Award Ceremony for Laureates 

(individuals who are recognized for their work related to 
food security)



World Food Prize Foundation
Global Youth Institute
• 175 student delegates from around the United States and 

several countries of the world

• “The World Food Prize Foundation believes that elevating 
youth voices is crucial to creating a more food secure, 
equitable, and sustainable world.”

• “The purpose of this week was to provide students with 
opportunities to deepen their understanding of global food 
security, agriculture, and sustainability related issues as 
well as enhance their leadership skills - as they are the 
future leaders of the world.”



World Food Prize Foundation
Global Youth Institute
2025 Laureate:  Dr. Mariangela 
Hungaria
• For her scientific advancements in 

biological nitrogen fixation which 
is used to transform the 
sustainability of soil health and 
crop nutrition for tropical 
agriculture.

• Low-cost and sustainable 
approach which saved farmers 
billions of dollars and helped 
minimize environment risks 
associated with pollution and 
emission

• Producing more with less
• São Paulo, Brazil





World Food Prize Foundation
Global Youth Institute
• Highlight of Experiences:

• Guest speakers from World Food Program and various country 
organization (i.e. Kenya Agriculture and Livestock Research 
organization and Minister of Agricultural and Food Security from 
Sierra Leone)

• Guest speakers from various soil conservation organizations
• Laureate Dr. Mariangela Hungria from Brazilian Agricultural 

Research Corporation
• Breakout session on a variety of topics (rural food insecurity, 

climate-smart agriculture, food insecurity in the global market 
systems, etc.)

• Immersion activities
• Students presented papers 
• Attend the Laurette Award Ceremony virtually
• Student Awards Ceremony and Dance Party



Student Delegates
Austin High School

• Ian Johnson - How fish 
poop could help Norway 
increase sustainable 
agriculture and rely less 
on food imports



Student Delegates
Austin High School
• Aiden Sehon - 

Green Warehousing 
to Store Food in 
Iceland


