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“The number one factor 
affecting student achievement is 

a guaranteed and viable curriculum.”  

Robert Marzano, What Works in Schools
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WHAT WE TEACH    HOW WE TEACH

Professional Learning Communities

Teaching to the Depth 
of the Standards

Focus on 8 Cognitive Skills
Thinking Maps

   AUTHENTIC LITERACY

Problem of Practice:  
Students are not demonstrating

yearly progress at expected levels
and are not demonstrating

proficiency in critical writing
across all content areas.  

Culture of Excellence 

Balanced Literacy Standards Driven 
Curriculum

Fundamental
 Five

Write From the Beginning & 
Beyond





STANDARD-DRIVEN INSTRUCTION



Curriculum Writing Priorities

• Curriculum writing teams are comprised of teachers representing 
all campuses

• Curriculum writing teams were selected by an application process 
and by principal recommendation

• K-10 ELAR

• 3rd Math – Algebra I 



TASKS

Identify
Essential 

Power Standards

Revise 
Year at a Glance

Design 
Common 

Assessments / 
Culminating 

Student Tasks
Utilizing 

Backwards 
Design Process



Power Standards
• All standards and indicators are not equal in importance.

• Narrow the standards and indicators by distinguishing the 
“essentials” from the “nice to know”.

• Teach the “nice to know” in the context of the essentials.

• Represent the “safety net” of indicators students must learn 
prior to exiting current grade level.

• Prioritization, not elimination!



Essential Standards & Supporting 
Standards

Like fence rails, supporting standards are curricular standards which
Connect to and support the priority standards.  

Supporting 
Standards



When the standard 
represents learning 
that goes beyond 

one course or 
grade level and is 
representative of a 

concept or skill  
that is important in 

life, it has 
endurance. 

Endurance

When the standard 
represents learning 

that is applied 
both within the 

content area and 
in other content 

areas, it has 
leverage. 

When the standard 
represents learning 

that is essential 
for success in a 

new unit, course of 
study or grade 

level, it has 
readiness.

Leverage Readiness

Power Standards



K-2 ELAR Essential Power StandardsK-2 ELAR Essential Power Standards
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Aledo ISD Instructional Focus
2018-2021

2018-2019
ACADEMIC RIGOR 

Standards Driven Curriculum

 Thinking Maps/ Fundamental Five

District Problem of Practice
(student progress & critical writing )

2019-2020
ACADEMIC RIGOR &  RELEVANCE 

Identification of Power Standards

Thinking Maps/ Fundamental Five

District-wide PLCs 

District Problem of Practice 

2020-2021
INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUS ESTABLISHED

Fidelity with District Best Practices & Curriculum

High Functioning PLCs  

District Problem of Practice &
Campus Problem of Practice


