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Q: Do the trustees call for a mlll levy electlon prior to the adoption of a budget or after it is adopted?

A: The trustees have preliminary budget figures for use in considering a resolution to call for a levy election. Elections
must be held in May, or later in legislative years. The trustees can adopt the final budget no later than August 15, but
must have obtained voter approval before taking actions that require a vote.

Q: When is the final budget prepared?

A: The board of trustees must adopt a final budget no later than August 25th. Within three days after final approval, the
adopted budget is delivered to the county superintendent, to be placed before the county commissioners. 20 9-131,
MCA

Q: What is the county commissioners' role in the school district budget process?

A: Although the trustees controlthe budget process in a school district, the county commissioners levy the required mills
forthefinal budget. The com m issioners cannot a lter the budget, but th ey can se nd it back to the trustees if there is

insufficient revenuetofund the budget. By law, commissioners set the mill levies bythe laterofthefirstThursday in
September, or within 30 calendar days after receiving certified taxable values. 7'6-4036, MCA

Q: Does a district have to spend allthe money budgeted in a school year?

A: No law forces a district to spend what is budgeted and raised through the various revenue sources. However, the
amount carried over from one fiscal year to another (the fund balance reappropriated) must offset local non-voted
revenue, and the amount of fund balance that may be reappropriated is limited to 15% of the maximum general fund
budget. Any excess over the limit must be reverted to the state.

Q: What is the budget process for the other budgeted lunds?

A: The process for the other budgeted funds is like the generalfund. Since these funds are established for specific
purposes, the types of expenditures and revenue sources are varied. Tax levies in the Transportation, Bus Depreciation,
Tuition, and Adult Education funds are non-voted (permissive). Voter approval is required for tax levies in the Debt
service, Building Reserve, Technology and Flexibility funds.

q: What is the pu.pose of the Transportation Fund?

A: The Transportation Fund is used to pay for the costs of getting students from home to school and back. This can

include the purchase of buses, building a bus barn, bus maintenance, bus driver salaries and benefits, hiring a private

contractor to run the transportation program, and transportation reimbursement contracts, The state and county share

in funding "on-schedule costs" based on bus routes and mileage contracts with parents. Additional funding is provided

through fund balance reappropriated, non-levy revenues and a non-voted district transportation fund levy.

Q: what is the purpose of the Bus Depreciation Fund?

A: The Bus Depreciation Fund is used to accumulate funds for bus replacement and additional school buses. Revenue

may come from fund balance reappropriated, non-levy revenues, and a non-voted district tax levy which cannot exceed

20% of the original cost of a bus or communication systems and safety devices installed on the bus and the amount

budgeted may not, over time, exceed 150% of the original cost.

Q: what is the purpose ot the Tuition Fund?

A: The Tuition Fund is used in limited cases to pav tuition for a student who attends school outside the student's district
of residence. Students may be attending under mandatory or discretionary agreements paid by the resident school

district. Rates are set under 20-5-3 23, MCA based on 20% of the per-AN B entitlement for the year of attendance.

Special education add-on rates are calculated under ARM 10.16.3818. SB 191, passed in the 2013 legislative session also

allows districts to pay for the cost of implementing a resident student's Individualized Education Program (lEP). Funding

sources include fund balance reappropriated, direct state aid, non-levy revenue, and a non-voted district tax levy.
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