
BPS Ongoing Curriculum Revision:  As part of the implementation process, teachers and supervisors will revisit the written curriculum to ensure that it is optimized for student 
learning.  Minor changes to standards, learning targets, priorities, common learning experiences, assessments will be reflected below.  Major curricular revisions will be done when 
1) standards have been revised by the state of CT, OR 2) the curriculum is up for revision on the district revision timeline, OR 3) when more than 50% of the learning targets will be 
revised.  Courses will be considered new when the course does not currently exist within the program of study.

Course Unit Title Curricular Area Change From Revise To Rationale
7th ELA Unit 4: A Raisin in the Sun Enduring Understanding Despite emancipation from slavery, black Americans faced decades of legal discrimination and oppression both in the Jim Crow South and the NorthThe American Dream refers to the idea that anyone can achieve success in America through hard work, regardless of the circumstances they were born into. In reality, different people have different access to opportunities as a result of their class, gender, race, or other identifying categories. For Black Americans in the 1950s, the pursuit of the American Dream was complicated by a “blanket of oppression” restricting opportunities and access. Housing discrimination was one way in which racism limited Black Americans' ability to achieve the American Dream.Tighter alignment to Essential Questions. 

7th ELA Unit 4: A Raisin in the Sun Enduring Understanding None Reading a play is different than reading a novel or other genre of text. The playwright uses only dialogue and stage directions to build a world and tell a story, and we must also consider elements of stagecraft that might not be on the page. Actors, directors, and designers bring a play to life through blocking, set and costume design, lighting, and other choices.Greater emphasis on drama as a genre

7th ELA Unit 4: A Raisin in the Sun Required assessment Props Analysis: Consider the different props (symbols) that are used in Hansberry’s play: eggs, Mama’s plant, the insurance check, Beneatha’s robe and head wrap, Mr. Linder’s business card, Mama’s new gardening tools, or others. Choose 2-3 of these props and explain why their choices are significant or symbolic and how she develops their significance throughout the play.Stage Directions Analysis: Choose one scene in which the stage directions are especially important to understanding the characters. Analyze how the stage directions contribute to this scene.Tigher alignment to added Enduring Understanding

7th ELA Unit 4: A Raisin in the Sun Learning Target(s) Various, such as lesson 2: Consider how Walter’s view of his wife and sister are influenced by postwar gender roles.Lesson 2: I can analyze the impact of staging on the developing tension and conflict of the play.Greater emphasis on stage directions, historical context, and American Dream.

Modern American History Unit 8: National Identity in a Digital AgeEssential Question Has America grown more united since 2000?How do events in the contemporary United States represent change and continuity over time? Make the final unit a capstone that reviews prior learning over the course of the year. 

Modern American History Unit 8: National Identity in a Digital AgeEssential Question a. How have presidential elections united and divided American society?a. Was the War on Terror a fundamental shift in America's foreign policy and approach to civil liberties?Make the final unit a capstone that reviews prior learning over the course of the year. 

Modern American History Unit 8: National Identity in a Digital AgeEssential Question b. How have national crises united and divided American society?b. How different are recent economic crises and natural disasters from those that came before?Make the final unit a capstone that reviews prior learning over the course of the year. 

Modern American History Unit 8: National Identity in a Digital AgeEssential Question c. How has technology united and divided American society?c. How different is the impact of today's digital media on politics compared to the impact of radio and TV?Make the final unit a capstone that reviews prior learning over the course of the year. 

Modern American History Unit 8: National Identity in a Digital AgeEnduring Understanding EQ1 - Elections since 2000 have been incredibly close and fiercely contested, often illustrating significant divisions in American society. Despite these divisions, American institutions have consistently upheld the democratic process.EQ1: The War on Terror represents a modern manifestation of enduring historical tensions between national security and civil liberties. American presidents have often framed foreign nterventions in terms of national ideals, and periods of perceived threat have often led to debates over and restrictions on individual freedoms. However, terrorism replaced communism as a focal point of US foreign policy, and unprecedented technological capabilities for surveillance altered the scale and scope of these debates.Alignmetn to revised Essential Questions

Modern American History Unit 8: National Identity in a Digital AgeEnduring Understanding EQ2 - American society has faced a number of significant challenges since the year 2000. Oftentimes Americans have banded together in response to threats or challenges, but in doing so have also sometimes highlighted divisions in American society, reinforcing “we/they” dynamics and excluding those deemed to be less American. The government has typically intervened in response to these challenges, but those interventions have been contentious in their own right.EQ2: The government's response to contemporary crises like Hurricane Katrina and the Great Recession refl ects historical tensions regarding the government's role in addressing economic inequality and providing social welfare. Events like the Great Depression have prompted signifi cant federal intervention, as well as debates over the extent of government responsibility and the impact of policies on different social and racial groups. These debates continue today, but the scale of late 20th-century deregulation, the interconnectedness of the 21st-century global economy, and the specifi c vulnerabilities exposed by climate-related disasters, present unique challenges.Alignmetn to revised Essential Questions

Modern American History Unit 8: National Identity in a Digital AgeEnduring Understanding EQ3 - The rise of social media promised to/and allows for unprecedented connection across society. In many ways, Americans are more technologically connected than ever, but the 24 hour news cycle and social media have also created echo chambers that have further divided Americans with differing political allegiances/identities.EQ3: The rise of social media platforms and the 24/7 news cycle are modern examples of how technological innovation impacts American political discourse and societal cohesion. New media technologies such as radio and television have consistently reshaped how citizens receive information and engage with politics, often promising greater connection while also creating new avenues for infl uence. However, the digital age introduces novel developments such as algorithmic echo chambers, the unprecedented speed and reach of information, and the decline of universally trusted news sources, which have fundamentally altered the landscape of public discourse and civic engagement.Alignmetn to revised Essential Questions

Modern American History Unit 8: National Identity in a Digital AgeLearning Target(s) Various, such as Lesson 1: Determine what presidential election results since 2000 indicate about national identity.Various, such as Lesson 1: I can compare and contrast Clinton’s domestic policies with Reagan’s approach to government.Alignment to revised Essential Questions
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