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Together, we can better support our
incoming sixth-graders as they transition
to middle school. 

B I G  I D E A



B A C K G R O UN D
Fall 2023 Panorama Student Survey Data



B A C K G R O UN D
Developmental Changes 

Source University of Chicago CCSR



Middle School Connection is a 3-day transition
program for sixth-graders, designed to ease the
transition from elementary to middle school.

O V E R V I E W



Foster a sense of belonging and community among incoming sixth-
grade students. 

Provide opportunities for students to develop social-emotional
skills and build positive relationships with peers and teachers.

Equip students with strategies to support success in sixth grade
and middle school.

Introduce students to the academic expectations of middle school.

Address any anxieties or concerns students may have about
transitioning to middle school.

P U R P O S E



Team Team A Team B Team C

9:00 - 9:15 Morning Mtg Morning Mtg Morning Mtg

9:15 - 10:00 Art SEL STEM

10:03 - 10:48 STEM Art SEL

10:51 - 11:36 SEL STEM Art

11:36 - 12:00 Lunch/Recess with
teachers

Lunch/Recess with
teachers

Lunch/Recess with
teachers

12:00 - 12:15 Check out - close and
dismissal

Check out - close and
dismissal

Check out - close and
dismissal

S A M P L E  S C H E D U L E



Brainstorm:
Team Building/Team Challenges
Setting School-Wide Expectations
Executive Functioning Skill/Tools for School
School Operations - School Tour, Schedules, Lockers, IDs
Social Emotional Learning & Support Systems
Emergency Preparedness
STEAM Activities
CAST and BRAVO
Information on Clubs & Activities 
Art Activities (tie-dye t-shirts - colors by house team)
End of Week Celebration/Assembly 
Prizes and Giveaways 

S A M P L E  A C T I V I T I E S



460+ incoming sixth-graders
have signed up for Middle

School Connection! 

S T U D E N T  E N R O L L M E N T

Thank you for supporting our students
and the success of our Middle School

Connection Program!



What questions or feedback do you have?

QU E S T I O N S / F E E D B A C K


