Browning Public Schools
Board Agenda Request
Meeting To Be Held: 10/25/2017

Recognition: [ ] Students [] Staff [ ] Parents
Information: [ ] Building Report [ ] Old Business [ ] Superintendent’s Report
Action: [ ] Resignation [ ] Hiring [ ] Contract Service Agreements
DX Travel Out-of-State [] Travel In State [ ] Approvals
[ ] Termination [ ] Legal Matters [ ] Other:

This action request pertains to [_] Elementary (only)  [X] High School/District Wide

Date: 10/12/17

To: Corrina Guardipee-Hall From: John Salois
Superintendent Title:  Principal

Subject: National Council of Teachers of English.

Description: Request approval for Quentin Miller to attend the National Council of Teachers of
English National Convention in St. Louis, Missouri 11/15/2017 - 11/19/2017.

Financial Impact: Registration and Flight $785.15

Funding Source (Budget/grant, etc.): Salaries, benefits, and payroll costs to be charged against budget
for respective building/program/grant as applicable.

Attachment(s): Travel Request, conference agenda

Approval: Superintendent’s Office/Finance/Personnel as applicable (Initial)

Comments:

Board Action: [ | N/A(Info) [ ] Approved [ | Denied [ ] Tabled to:
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TITLE OF SESSION
Reclaiming the Rural: Innovations in Teaching English in Rural Contexts

SESSION FORMAT
e 5S-minute overview of panel
e (3) 15 minute paper presentations
e 10 minutes for the discussant
e 15 minutes for discussion with audience members

TOPICS OF EMPHASIS
Secondary Rural English Education, Place-based pedagogy

AUDIENCE LEVEL OF INTEREST
Primary: middle (6-8), secondary (9-12)
Secondary: Elementary (K-5)

Annotation (50 words)

Join a discussion about how secondary English teachers utilize the unique features of
their rural teaching contexts to engage their students in powerful, placed-based literacy
learning. Presenters will discuss specific activities and units of study they have
developed, and audience members will leave with practical ideas to implement.

Description (500 words)

This panel highlights examples of powerful literacy teaching in rural schools.
Specifically, this panel showcases the work of three English teachers who have utilized
unique features of their rural contexts to engage their students in place-based literacy
learning. Thus, this panel provides important counter-narratives to deficit perspectives
often tied to rural youth, teachers, and schooling.

PRESENTATION #2: “Living in an Identity Bowl: Teaching Students to Explore the
Complexities of the Self in a Small Rural Town”

Teaching literacy means helping students explore their sense of self. One of the
challenges that is unique to teaching identity in a rural setting is encouraging students to
break the barriers of reputations and labels that have been imposed upon them by the
community in which they live. This presentation highlights how one teacher’s attempt to
teach stereotyping (of adolescents) morphed into a yearlong exploration of identity
through literature and writing. Specifically, this presentation explains how students’
engagement with literature and writing provoked them to contemplate the nuances,
complexities, and often contradictions of their own identities, particularly in relation to
their rural community. Attendees will leave with concrete ideas to use literature and
writing to teaching identity within rural contexts.




Presentation #3: “Every Student Succeeds: Developing a Personalized Learning
Curriculum within a Rural Language Arts Classroom”

While rural schools face a variety of challenges (e.g., feelings of isolation), a school’s
small size can lead to exciting opportunities to develop personalized learning experiences
to meet each student’s needs and interests. This presentation highlights an English
teacher in rural Montana whose school partnership with a personalized learning program
allowed her to establish and implement a Language Arts curriculum that created
opportunities for students to work through individualized content and assessments at their
own pace, as well as building habits of success (e.g., emotional intelligence, growth
mindset). This presentation examines how the implementation of this program helped

reinvigorate learning experiences for students and gives practical information about how
features of an individualized learning curriculum can be integrated into any classroom.

Respondent: The respondent, a nationally renowned scholar in Rural English Education,
will have 10 minutes to discuss implications of these presentations.

Audience: The final 15 minutes will be for audience questions and discussion.
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