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POLICY 5298
Student Courts

A. Board Directive

1. The Board of Education has determined that it is in the best interest of the District to
establish the opportunity for students to participate in student courts to resolve
issues of a limited nature. The purpose of this policy is to state the issues that may
be addressed by student courts and to establish court procedure and jurisdiction.

B. Delegation of Authority

1. The Board hereby delegates limited authority to conduct hearings to student courts.
Student courts shall have the authority to act for the Board as first level hearing
officers. All decisions by student courts shall be final for those participants who have
elected to participate in the student court system, unless the school principal finds
the student court’s decision to be arbitrary and capricious, in which event the
principal shall make an alternative decision which is binding upon the students.

C. Matters Which May Be Decided by Student Court

1. Student courts are hereby delegated authority to resolve only those issues arising
out of actions by students which may result in a suspension from school for less than
10 days. Student courts may not resolve issues related to suspensions for more than
10 days, which may require school transfer, or which involve actions under the safe
school policy. In addition, student courts shall be open to address grievances of one
student against another student that do not involve a school suspension.

D. Members of the Student Court System

1. Student court judges shall be students who have volunteered to be a part of the

South Box Elder Youth Court program has.te—been—appemted-by—edueateps—m—the—

admmtster—the—student—eeuﬁs- A panel of at Ieast 3 student Judges shall be in
attendance at each hearlng preked—by—a—FandemEHﬁ—methed—#em—a—peeLef—aHeaet—
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heaﬂng—When—feasbJre—A hearlng shaII be convened as soon as practlcable—usuaJrlsf

within-two-days-afterreceiving-notice. The supervising-educator Brigham City Police
Department shall notify the grieving-student, student’s guardians, and the school

adm|n|strator aH—wﬁnesses—ﬂ%—studenHudge&and%—studenLhas—been—@enﬂied—

F. Hearings

1.

All hearings shall be held at times that do not interfere with classroom instruction or
school programs and activities. The hearing shall be conducted by the panel of at
least three (3) student judges. The student participants do not have a right to

representation or counsel from others in the hearing. Hearings-shall-berecorded-

If the hearing involves suspension of a student, then educators who have
investigated the matter shall first state why the student was suspended and present
documents and other evidence to support the decision to suspend. Thereafter the
student shall be given an opportunity to make a statement and provide additional
evidence in support.

A decision of the panel must be decided by at least the majority of lasttwo-ofthe-
three student judges sitting on the panel. The decision of the student panel of judges
shall be rendered immediately and a written statement of the decision shall be
delivered to the school principal within 24 hours. The school principal shall give

effect to the decision of the student panel unless-upoen-review-of the-record-created-
in-the-hearing; the principal deems the decision to be arbitrary and capricious, in
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which event the principal shall make an alternative decision which is binding upon
the students.
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