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Reporting of Suspected Abuse of a Child

A Board member is a mandatory reporter of child abuse1. A Board member having reasonable cause to 
believe that any child with whom the Board member comes in contact with has suffered abuse or that any 
person with whom the Board member comes in contact with has abused a child shall immediately notify 
the Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS) or local law enforcement pursuant to Oregon Revised 
Statute (ORS) 419B.015.

The Board member making a report of child abuse, as required by ORS 419B.010, shall make an oral 
report by telephone or otherwise to through DHS[2]  the local office of the Department of Human Services, 
to the designee of the department or to a law enforcement agency within the county where the Board 
member making the report is located at the time of the contact.

The report shall must contain, if known: the names and addresses of the child and the parents of the child 
or other persons responsible for the care of the child; the child’s age; the nature and extent of the abuse, 
including any evidence of previous abuse; the explanation given for the abuse; and any other information 
that the Board member making the report believes might be helpful in establishing the cause of the abuse 
and the identity of the perpetrator.

END OF POLICY

Legal Reference(s):

ORS 332.107
ORS 419B.005
ORS 419B.010
ORS 419B.015

1 Includes the neglect of a child; abuse is defined in ORS 419B.005.

2 How to report abuse or neglect: Oregon DHS. Call 855-503-SAFE (7233)

http://policy.osba.org/orsredir.asp?ors=ors-332
http://policy.osba.org/orsredir.asp?ors=ors-419b
http://policy.osba.org/orsredir.asp?ors=ors-419b
http://policy.osba.org/orsredir.asp?ors=ors-419b
https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/report-abuse/pages/default.aspx
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Cross Reference(s):

BBF - Board Member Standards of Conduct


