
 

Independent School District #883 
Regular School Board Meeting 

Monday, May 19, 2025 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice, the Rockford Board of Education met in a Regular School  Board 

Meeting on Monday, May 19, 2025 in the District Board Room. Chair Gordee called the meeting 

to order at 6:30 pm. Members Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom, and Sjodin were present. 

Board member Praska was absent. Also present were Superintendent Jeff Ridlehoover, RMS 

Principal Paul Warzecha, , CFO Bridget Peterson, IB & Summer School Coordinator Jill Gordee, 

Learning and Innovation Specialist Kathy Mattson, and Administrative Assistant Christa Larson.  

Pledge of Allegiance 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion by Johnson seconded by Sjodin to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

CONSENT ITEMS 

Motion by Hillstrom, seconded by Morgan to approve the consent items. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

●    Minutes:  

April 12, 2025 Work Session 

April 12, 2025 Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

●   Personnel: 

 

 

 

● Bills and Wire Transfers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

● Open Enrollments:

 

● EMR MOA-ECFE/SR: The board was presented the EMR MOA for ECFE/SR regarding 

longevity for approval. 

● Crown College Joint Powers Agreement: The board was presented the Crown College 

Joint Powers Agreement for approval. 

● Handbooks Final Reading: The board was presented with the 2025-2026 handbooks for 

approval. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

● May 2025 Superintendent’s Report: Superintendent Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented an 

update on the schools and happenings of the District.  

● Q-Comp Plan Approval: Learning & Innovation Specialist Kathy Mattson presented on the 

Q-Comp plan for board approval.      

Motion by Johnson seconded by Hillstrom to approve the Q-COmp Plan as presented. Motion 

passed unanimously.  

 



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND GROWTH 

● IB Celebration: IB Full Diploma Candidates, Harrison (Max) Edwards and Riley Moran, and 
Career Related Diploma Candidates McKenna Bernard, Vanessa Lee, Marcus Dietman, 
Sawyer Egbert and Oliver Stewart were celebrated for their hard work in pursuing IB-related 
diplomas.  

● RMS-CES Rocket Spotlight: RMS-CES Principal Paul Warzecha presented RMS-CES teacher 
Jan Hendrickson with the Rocket Spotlight Award. 

● RMS-CES Celebration: RMS-CES Students, Penny Yang, Hudson Bright, Bailey Berent, Sophia 
Miller, Reegan Mullins, and Ryan Erickson were celebrated for their research and 
development ideas for laws that impact Minnesota’s environment.  

● RMS-CES Principal’s Report: RMS-CES Principal Paul Warzecha presented an update on 
building goals and school events from RMS.  

● Summer Programming: Summer School Coordinator, Jill Gordee, updated the board 
regarding summer programming.  

● Resolution to Certify Listing of Graduates: The board was presented with the resolution 
certifying the listing of graduates for approval.  

Gordee motioned, seconded by Sjodin, to approve the following resolution as presented: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the School Board of Independent School District No. 883, Authorizes 
Rockford High School Principal, Paul Menard, to grant high school diplomas on Friday, May 
30, 2025 to all Rockford Area School District students that have met the State of Minnesota 
and Rockford Area School District graduation requirements.  

On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom, and Sjodin. 
And the following voted against: None. Praska was absent. Motion passed unanimously. 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES 

● Preliminary SY 25-26 Budget Approval: CFO Bridget Peterson presented the Preliminary 
SY25-26 budget for board approval. 

Motion by Morgan seconded by Johnson to approve the Preliminary SY25-26 budget as 
presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

● Superintendent’s Contract Addendum: The board was presented the Superintendent’s 

Contract Addendum for approval. 

Motion by Hillstrom seconded by Gordee to approve the Superintendent’s Contract Addendum 
as presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

CULTURE OF COLLECTIVE PURPOSE 

● End of Year District Operational Plan: Superintendent Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover shared an 
update regarding the End of Year District Operational Plan with the board. 

 



COMMUNITY, SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP 

● Resolution of Acknowledgement of Contributions/Donations 

Sjodin motioned, seconded by Johnson, to approve the following resolution as presented: 

WHEREAS Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to “receive, for the benefit of 
the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to the 
purpose designated. On that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for 
the benefit of the district, and for the benefit of pupils thereof.” 

THEREFORE, be it resolved by the School Board of Rockford Area Schools, Independent 
School District 883 that the School Board accepts, with appreciation, the contributions 
detailed below. 

 



On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom,  and Sjodin. 
And the following voted against: None. Praska absent. Motion passed unanimously. 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

● Upcoming Meetings: 
○ Board of Education Work Session: Thursday, June 12, 2025 at 5:30 pm in the 

District Board Room. 
○ Negotiations Monday, June 16, 2025 at 3:15 pm in the District Board Room. 
○ Regular Meeting of the Board of Education: Monday, June 16, 2025 at 5:30 pm in 

the District Board Room. The 5:00 pm work session is cancelled. The closed 
session Superintendent Evaluation will take place at the end of the 5:30 pm 
regular meeting. 
 

● Board Committee Updates: 
● Gordee -  MSBA Legislative Meetings, AMSD Meeting, Finance Committee, Board 

Prep, Facilities Committee, NWSISD Meetings, Superintendent Evaluation work, 
NHS Inductions and Senior Awards 

● Johnson - Board Prep, MAWSECO DAPE Extravaganza Event, Negotiations, EOY 
Award Committee, NHS Inductions and Senior Awards, MAWSECO Board 
Meeting, Chamber Meeting 

● Morgan - Finance Committee, NHS Inductions and Senior Awards 
● Hillstrom -MSBA Legislative Updates, NHS Inductions and Senior Awards, EOY 

Award Committee, Curriculum Instruction Meeting, and Negotiations 
● Sjodin –Continuing Education Meeting, and NHS Inductions and Senior Awards 

Johnson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 p.m. Gordee seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 

Christa Larson 
Recorder 

Jamie Hillstrom 
Clerk 

 


