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BNAS Instructional Coach Lea Whitford (along with Dana Bremner) attended the 
National Education For All for funding Native American Education in Washington, DC. BNAS is 
proud to have such proficient person be the ambassador for our school and Blackfeet tribe. Her 
skills  in creating meaningful relationships with other tribes, organizations, and people is 
invaluable to our pursuits to teaching and curating our culture, history, and language. The 
attached document includes her synopsis of the event. 

Lea also attended the IEFA best Practices conference in Billings, MT along with others 
BNAS team members. Feedback from staff paints the event as fulfilling and enjoyable. Staff will 
share materials and skills gained in their individual buildings. BNAS is also proud to have helped 
BMS math teacher, Adrienne Tailfeathers, with lodging. It is a joyous thing when we can include 
other BPS employees in our BNAS mission. 

On Friday March, 8th BNAS Director, Robert Hall, attended that Blackfoot Confederacy 
meeting held here in our hometown of Browning, MT. a large percentage of the meeting was 
conducted in Blackfoot and it is always s lovely opportunity to share space with prolific 
Blackfoot Speakers. The meeting was planning out future events of the next Blackfoot 
Confederacy Language conference and Language Symposium, site visits, and materials being 
created from the Blood Reserve. It is exciting that our confederacy is focused on building more 
language materials. It is a source of great confidence when speakers from the confederacy treat 
our school with respect with the materials and success we have achieved. 

Here are some words I was able to write down in my notes:

Ǎa˝ksiiṗǎa˝tsii•ṗo´yii•s – ‘they may mispronounce Blackfoot’

k̇ǔk̇iṫāaṗo´yǎak̇ii – Just standing there woman (traditional name)

oǒnissṫāisǎami – Calf Looking

iik̇īyyiiyoōṫǎa•s – owns a fast horse 

iiksoōk̇ǎaṗii niitsii•ṫǎamō´ṗō´•ṗ´ - it is a good thing how we sit here joyously 

sṫǔmiksoōsǔks – Buffalo Bull’s Backfat 

ṗiinǎkk̇o´iyim – Seen from afar

nitṫǎak̇o´ṫo•iissṗinnǎan – We go to pick berries

iikssk̇o´nnǔṫǎapsii k̇ǔ•ǎa˝sinnoōn – our grand parent is powerful 



mǎatsoōwǎaṗiinǎamǎa˝k̇ǎan – Takes a Fine Gun 

tsǎ k̇itṫāan´k̇ǎṫoō•ṗ´ - what do you call ______? 

i´ṫāisskssinim – Computer (It knows things)

ō•ṗiinǔks and ō•ṗiino´•˝s for spider web

mǎanō•ṗiinǔks as a potential word for internet (means ‘new [spider] web’

nitṫaiisīyyii – I lied 

iitsinssoōyii k̇ǔk̇ǎaṫō´osii – a falling star

ǎapṗǔn – blood/hemoglobin 

sṗiitsii•ṗo´•˝sin – the high language 

ǎkk̇aii•ṗo´•˝sin – the ancient language 

iiṫsiik̇īyyīyii – they were very fast 

k̇iisoōm – month 

sṗoōmik̇itsṫǔk̇yǎak̇ii – heavenly offering woman 

sǎak̇yāatṫǔṗissk̇oōyǎaw – there is still a presence there

iik̇ǔnnǎso´yi – shining 

iiṫāano´yoōk̇im – Moonlight

tsǎ niiṫāan´k̇ǎṫǎa – How would one say

miik̇oǒtsiik̇ǎan – Red Robe 

sikoōnoōyiiks – black nostrils (Hindus) 

ō˝k̇ǔnnāasǔṗǎaṗii – everything is in place

iik̇ǎamoō•sǎṫoōm – s/he stole it 

mǎaṫǔṫō˝tsimi´ṗ - they do not hear 



oṫtsiik̇ǎamoōtsiipyōk̇´ - it saved him/her 

oōyiitsǎaṗsii – s/he is grieving 

mǎaṫō˝k̇waik̇ii k̇itṫǎa˝k̇oōyiitsǎapsin – it is okay to grieve 


