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Instruction

Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs

Parents/guardians have the right to inspect any instructional material used as part of their child’s
educational curriculum pursuant to School Board policy 7:15, Student and Family Privacy Rights. 1

Persons who believe that curriculum, instructional materials, or programs violate rights guaranteed by
any law or Board policy should file a complaint using Board policy 2:260, Uniform Grievance
Procedure. Persons with all other suggestions or complaints about curriculum, instructional materials,
or programs should complete a Curriculum Objection form. A parent/guardian may request that
his/her child be exempt from using a particular instructional material or program by completing a
Curriculum Objection form. 2

LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §1232h, Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment.

CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 7:15 (Student and Family Privacy
Rights), 8:110 (Public Suggestions and Concerns)

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.
120 U.S.C. §1232h(c)(1)(CO)(0).

2 A school district is not required to automatically accommodate a student’s or his/her parents’ religious beliefs by
allowing the student to opt out of reading required materials or programs. A student is entitled to accommodation only ifa
district’s requirement burdens his/her free exercise of religion and the requirement is not justified by a compelling state
interest. Mozert v. Hawkins Co. Bd. of Educ., 827 F.2d 1058 (6th Cir. 1987). A student’s free exercise right would unlikely
be burdened by compelling the student to be exposed to ideas with which his/her religion disagrees. See Fleischfresser v.
Directors of Sch. Dist. 200, 15 F.3d 680 (7th Cir. 1994). On the other hand, compelling a student to perform an act that
violates the student’s religious beliefs would burden his/her free exercise right, and the school district would need to justify
the requirement with a compelling state interest in order to be able to enforce it.
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