MINGUS MATTERS ...

Every Student Celebrated | Every Student Prepared
Dcar Marauder Families.

As we move into Spring, the Mingus campus is abuzz with important state testing, Prom, Spring sports,
and, of course, Graduation!

This month, our freshman and juniors will take the ACT-ASPIRE, ACT, and AZ Science Assessments.
State testing allows us to measure our student growth and learning and identify areas of focus.
Please remind your Marauders to get a good night’s sleep and put their best effort forward when testing.

Senior yard signs were distributed to seniors at our cap and gown pick-up event on March 25th.
If your senior student has not yet brought one home, encourage them to stop by the bookstore as
soon as possible.

The prom is Saturday, April 18th at the Clark Memorial Clubhouse in Clarkdale. Student Council
has done a wonderful job with planning and prepping for this Olympian Dreams themed dance!

ATORT (Mingus Theatre) is presenting the musical Something Rotten. Enjoy the phenomenal set,
exceptional singing, dancing and actin from our award-winning group of thespians! This show opens
on Friday, April 3" and runs over two weekends, get your tickets now!

Baseball, softball, track and field, and tennis are all in season and going full speed.
We invite you to join us for our on-campus events and see our amazing Marauders in action!

Preparation for graduation for the Class of 2026 is underway. We are so excited to celebrate our seniors and
host our largest, most honored community event of the year. Mark your calendars for May 22nd at 7:00pm
to show your support for the Class of 2026!

The graduation after party - Operation Graduation - is in full planning mode — Op Grad is a community
party for Mingus graduates that provides a safe and celebratory environment post ceremony. If you are
interested in volunteering, please reach out to Sarah Garrett at sgarrett@muhs.com.

As always, thank you for all you do to support your student’s learning. Thank you for making Mingus a part of
your family’s story. Please reach out with any questions you may have or for any information you may need,
we value your voice and want to hear from you.

Go Marauders!

Aprik Dates te Remember

April 2

i i April 9
Operation Graduation Megtmg Governing Boary eeting
5:30pm - MUHS Cafeteria

6 - 8pm - MUHS Lib .
*More Information on PG 4 ibrary c/ (/ (/
April 18 (Z‘da ]

April 3-6 MUHS Juni ; o .
AY ~ No School Junior & Senior Prom Principal
SPRING HOLID 7-11pm @ Clark Memorial Mi Union High School
April 3,4,10,11&12 Clubhouse Ingus Union High SChoo
"something Rotten: The MUOSII:GTI April 21
presented by Mingus A.T.0.%-I: School SITE Council Meeting

*More Information on PG 5 5pm - MUHS Library
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the,eb,‘s's»": and Our g.overning board is
Some Alwayg comprised of five locally
hap thing elected citizens. These
Yne y’(’)en:ng. individuals ensure the
SCheduL," famiyy, proper allocation of district
ours ¢ e with funds and resources to
Missin ’,° avoid best serve the needs and
test:ngmpot'ta"t interests of our students.
whand eVentses Meetings are open to the
°N planpip, community and are held at
Vacatiopg § 6pm in the MUHS Library on the

Second Thursday of every month
appointment *Unless otherwise noted*

FOR MORE INFORMATION, AGENDA & MINUTES:
WWW.MINGUSUNIONDISTRICT.COM/ABOUT-US/GOVERNING-BOARD

Mingus Union High School
Nutrition Departmant
Scan the QR code to see

our monthly meny and learn

More about oyr Cafeteria.
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22nd; 2026 @ Cottorumnad, Fieo Cent

¢ ﬂ Preparations for Operation Graduation’s 38th

successful year celebrating our Mingus Union High School
graduates are in the works and we need your HELP!

Operation Graduation is a FREE, safe, adult-chaperoned event for MUHS 2026
graduates that takes place after the graduation ceremony. Each graduate will
receive a ticket for the PRIZE drawings! Tickets are drawn for prizes, such as
computers, electronics, sports equipment, gift certificates, music, movies, & the
BIG prize of $2,026 CASH!!!

OpGrad is possible only through volunteer efforts and community support.
This event is planned and run strictly by volunteers so that all donations received
are used for the celebration, which includes the facility & equipment rental costs.
You may contact one of the committee members listed below to make arrangements
to pick up your donation. Donations can also be delivered to the MUHS office.
If you prefer, monetary donations can be mailed to the school
(that information is at the bottom of this flyer), or made directly to our
Mingus Connection account, and are greatly appreciated.

THANK YOU for making this a safe and fun-filled evening
that our graduates can remember for a lifetime!!

Operation Graduation Committee 2026
* Mandy Labrie - Chairperson ~ 928-301-9023 * Sarah Garrett - Co-Chairperson ~ 928-451-2733*
*Juliana Saravo - Treasurer ~ 928-301-1894 * Danielle Huntress-Rosenberg — Entertainment ~ 928-301-2805*
* Paula Herald - Fundraising & Prizes ~ 928-301-3001 * Ashley Shilz - Food ~ 928-254-0923*
Jennifer Mathe - Food Co-Chair ~928-300-9727 * Barbie Duncan- Mingus Connection ~ 928-301-4687 *



https://www.azgives.org/MingusConnection
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MARAUDER of the MONTH

TEACHERS AND COACHES ARE ASKED TO NOMINATE STUDENTS IN ALL ACADEMICS AND ATHLETICS
DEPARTMENTS. THESE STUDENTS ARE THEN VOTED ON AMONGST THOSE TEACHERS & COACHES TO CHOOSE
FINALISTS TO RECOGNIZE EACH MONTH. THESE STUDENTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN OUR NEWSLETTER AND INVITED
TO RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN FRONT OF OUR COMMUNITY AT THE FOLLOWING MONTH’S BOARD MEETING.
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MARAUDER of the MONTH
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Athletics Program - Mingus Union High School District
All current athletic events, team schedules and coaching information are posted
to the athletics page for quick viewing. You can also subscribe to the calendar
and receive daily emails by scanning the QR code below, then subscribe
by clicking the RSS link ( ) in the top right corner.

*Schedules are subject to change, so check often or call the athletic department for more info!

AIA = All Regien Aware

i Team = Al Region
Kenna Cook

Henerablc MenHeons
Breeze Alspure
Peyton Velles

AIA = All Regien Award

1 Team = All Regien
Ethan Baire

2™ Team = All
Xewier Ayala
Memphis Kerelowicz

Mentens
Liam
Steone Durkalee
Bransen Phillips
Rieky Villalebes
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AIA = All Reglilon Awarel

1% Team = Alll Region
Alffelh Bernare

2™ Team = All Regien
Ramryn Westeott
Jocelyn Ortega

Heneralble
Ashlynn
Alityn @ambea Van Heeks
Jeit @illies
Ella Lietle

AIA = All Reglion Aware

Henerable Menticns
Luls Olvera
Finn Pelleok
Lancen Rolfes
Ael Sandeval

We are exeited anc henorad te recognize the fellewing
Mingus Unlen Winter Spert athletes whe have been
selected to receive the AlA All-Regieon Awearc,
This is a tremenceous acceomplishment anc & reflection
of thelr hard werk, dedication, and eutstancding
perifermance this seasem.

Please llﬂ@ﬂ[m us in congratulating these athletes en
this well-ceservecd recognition ane for represcnting
Mingus Unilen with price.
Congratulatiens te alll @ Maraudersy
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Mingus is preuc te annheunece that five of eur eutstancding Wrestlers
have been named NWCA High Secheel Scholar All-Americansy

Please [g@ﬂn me [n celebrating
Evie Bakhaus, Marina Downey,
Payton Lochricdge, Kyson Macksey,
and [salah Ortiz for this
prestigious and nationally
recognized award.

This award honors wrestlers
who maintain a high GPA while
competing at a varsity level, a
true testament to thelr
discipline and hard work both in
the classroom anc on the mat.
| am Incredibly proud of these
five for r@[@f@g@ntnn OUF Program
with excellence and dedication
to beling true student-athletes!

“’ @W@G@@

@frls Wrestling Head Coach

CongraiulEidions @ our 48t Semestar Adhlctssl

We heel ever €8 AlA Seheler Ailnleis Aweres in Fecioall, Vielleyfsell, Swim,
cOUiY, @i, Cheer, enc Feg [Roeidsell,

We alse hael 6 AVA Selneler Aileis TEAM Awerds in Beys and Efiils Swim,
Elfirlls Cress Coumiry, Rreshmen Velleylbeall, Versity Velleybell end Rall Cheer.

These eithlsiss ere reeegniz:cel fior 85 EPA or igher enel for their eemiplary
clecliezttfion o aceclcmiss, aililsdies, anc eciividies as afoundkiien for SUcsEss:

Keep up the great work Marauders!]
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This amazing group of seniors are almost
done with their first year of college!
Throughout the year, they have taken on
challenging coursework, developed
strong leadership skills, and built lasting
connections with their peers. They have
excelled in their college classes with grit,
optimism, and dedication. Their hard work
and commitment to their future is truly
inspiring! Watching them grow as
individuals, students, and friends has
been an honor. We look forward to
celebrating their continued success as
they prepare for the next steps in their
academic and professional journeys!

Ais. Sleph Gorcia Hemindz

Early College Coordinator

Mingus Union
Auto
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VACTE - The Valley Academy of Career & Technology Education

would like to highlight our course Teacher Training/Education Professions

Ed Professions is a course offered through VACTE and Yavapai College that allows students
to be dual-enrolled and earn 12 college credits in a school year. The courses are foundational
offerings that explore the career of education. Students receive instruction in a classroom
setting with a curriculum that is designed to engage and provide hands-on real-life
experiences in the world of teaching. Guest speakers, field trip experiences, and
practicum experiences in local schools are an integral part of the course.

Students explore classroom settings in the Verde Valley grades K-8 and get to choose a
classroom environment where the teacher exhibits best practices. They work in their classroom
2-3 days a week building relationships with students and teachers. In any industry having a role
model and an opportunity to grow a skill set is critical in preparing for success. This program
does exactly that by providing opportunities to explore and experience teaching in classrooms.
VACTE’s Ed Professional students are blessed with teachers who each have over 30 years of
experience, Mrs. Genna Adams and Deana DeWitt, who work tirelessly helping create future
educators. They motivate students to consider teaching in their future by showing such
compassion and enthusiasm for teaching. They both truly love teaching, love students, and
naturally motivate their students to become our future teachers.

In the VACTE Teacher Training Classroom Mrs. Adams & Mrs. DeWitt develop a relationship
with each of their students. They teach them about lesson planning, curriculum, teaching
strategies, social/emotional programs, positive classroom behavior management skills, positive
culture, and much more. They guide and empower them to take risks and to become public
speakers. They both bring experts in the educational field to teach the students about the
different aspects of education, such as special needs, Title I, STEM Curriculum and many
other important topics in education to keep the students learning the cutting-edge
strategies that make a difference in the classroom.

Mrs. Adams and Mrs. DeWitt take the students to Verde Valley schools and show them a
diverse selection of classrooms to determine the placements for the student practicums.
They place the students with effective mentoring teachers to help foster the students to learn
effective classroom environments and learning strategies. Mrs. Adams and Mrs. DeWitt then
continue to coach and mentor each of the students to help them continue to grow.

The Educational Professional/Teacher Training students also participate in
FCCLA with leadership conferences, camps, and competitions.

They traveled in March to Tucson for the FCCLA State Leadership Conference.

Our students competed in many different competitions and represented VACTE well.

We are so proud of the hard work they put into their competition areas. Congratulations to
our two FCCLA National qualifiers, 1st place Jessica Carrillo and 2nd place Kaori Emerson!
They will compete this summer in Washington DC at the National Convention.
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VACTE's Teacher Training program at the Arizona State FCCLA

Leadership Conference and Contest in Tucson on March 3 - 5, 2026
Gold Medalists:
Jessica Carrillo. Teach or Train: First Place in the State. Gold Medal (MUHS)
Kaori Emerson. Teach or Train: Second Place in the State Gold Medal (MUHS)
Juan Marcos. Interpersonal Communication: Gold Medal (VCS)
Jacob McKean. Leadership: Gold Medal (VCS)

Silver Medalists:

Melanie Rodriguez. Teaching Strategies: Silver Medal (MUHS)
Paola Nieto Salazar. Teaching Strategies: Silver Medal (SRRHS)
Alison Chavez. Teaching Strategies: Silver Medal (SRRHS)
Josie Russel. Teach or Train Level Two: Silver Medal (Home School)
Riley Murdoch Professional Presentation: Silver Medal (MUHS)
Caitlynn Montgomery. Job Interview: Silver Medal (AHA)
Adalia Rios. Career Investigation: Silver Medal (MUHS)

Bronze Medalists:
Abigail Avilez. Leadership: Bronze Medal (SRRHS)
Meisha Jackson. Professional Presentation. Bronze Medal (MUHS)
Kenlee Shanks. Professional Presentation. Bronze Medal (CVHS)

Congratulations
to these

students and
Mrs. Genna
Adams
VACTE FCCLA
Advisor/Teacher
Training |
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Baseball. Barbeques. Birthday celebrations.

Pax, Program of Academic Exchange, is a nonprofit organization that places students in American high schools on a
scholarship that is sponsored by the State Department. The goal of FLEX (Future Leaders from former Soviet Union
countries) is to promote peace and diplomacy worldwide. Students come from Kazakhstan, Armenia, Poland, Uzbekistan ,
and Mongolia, just to name a few. These students are chosen for their high academics, friendly personality and leadership
skills. The State Department provides a monthly stipend and full insurance for all sponsored students. This is a great way
to bring cultural diversity into your family’s life. Families can be single parent or retired and the student can share a room
with a closely aged sibling. Families are asked to provide a bed, quiet area to study, meals and love and support for a teen.

Student profiles are coming into our system and the teens are anxious to know if they have a family.
Khurshida is 16 and is from Uzbekistan. She This program creates Global CltlzenshlP which we so badly ne.ed.
Step out of your comfort zone and gain a daughter/son for life.

enjoys volunteering, drawmg,-debate and Make a Positive Difference in the World.
volleyball. Her teacher describes her as

outgoing, respectful, hard working and curious.

She would be great with younger kids since
she loves spending time with her nieces and
nephews. Khurshida speaks 3 languages and

was chosen with other students like her from

a highly competitive process. She
describes herself as open minded, caring
and wants to learn from others.

For more information contact

Marcia Goebel
Coordinator for PAX and FLEX for 30 years

Marciagoebel@yahoo.com
(928)301-9868

Please call with questions or interest in hosting.
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Community Events & Resources

Check the Manzanita Outreach Facebook
page for updates on their food share
dates and what items could be available.

Our mission is to share
the abundance of
resources within our
communities with
dignity and joy.

406 S 6th Street,
Cottonwood
manzanitaoutreach.org


https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar

	PAGE 1
	APRIL ’26
	Every Student Celebrated | Every Student Prepared
	Dear Marauder Families,
	April  Dates to Remember
	David D. Beery Principal Mingus Union High School


	Campus Events & Resources
	THURSDAY,  APRIL 9TH
	MUHS
	GOVERNING BOARD
	SITE COUNCIL
	We are excited to be offering several options and formats for Summer School 2026.
	Please reach out to your student's counselor if you  have any questions or need assistance with completing  the summer school registration process.




	38th Annual Operation Graduation
	May 22nd, 2026 @ Cottonwood Rec Center
	Operation Graduation
	Preparations for Operation Graduation’s 38th               successful year celebrating our Mingus Union High School  graduates are in the works and we need  your  HELP!
	THANK YOU for making this a safe and fun-filled evening that our graduates can remember for a lifetime!!
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	TEACHERS AND COACHES ARE ASKED TO NOMINATE STUDENTS IN ALL ACADEMICS AND ATHLETICS DEPARTMENTS. THESE STUDENTS ARE THEN VOTED ON AMONGST THOSE TEACHERS & COACHES TO CHOOSE FINALISTS TO RECOGNIZE EACH MONTH. THESE STUDENTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN OUR NEWSLETTER AND INVITED TO RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN FRONT OF OUR COMMUNITY AT THE FOLLOWING MONTH’S BOARD MEETING.
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	MUHS
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	We are excited and honored to recognize the following  Mingus Union Winter Sport athletes who have been  selected to receive the AIA All-Region Award.  This is a tremendous accomplishment and a reflection  of their hard work, dedication, and outstanding  performance this season. Please join us in congratulating these athletes on  this well-deserved recognition and for representing  Mingus Union with pride. Congratulations to all! Go Marauders!
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	MUHS
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	Congratulations to our 1st  Semester Athletes!!
	Keep up the great work Marauders!!
	This amazing group of seniors are almost done with their first year of college! Throughout the year, they have taken on challenging coursework, developed strong leadership skills, and built lasting connections with their peers. They have excelled in their college classes with grit, optimism, and dedication. Their hard work and commitment to their future is truly inspiring! Watching them grow as individuals, students, and friends has been an honor. We look forward to celebrating their continued success as they prepare for the next steps in their academic and professional journeys!

	~Ms. Steph Garcia Hernández Early College Coordinator

	Mingus Union

	Auto
	Cameron Walker and Jordan Watson each earned $2,000 scholarships by finishing 6th at the Top Tech Competition at UTI. Cameron Walker also placed 2nd at the SkillsUSA Regional competition held at Yavapai College in Prescott .
	Great job representing Mingus!
	VACTE - The Valley Academy of Career & Technology Education would like to highlight our course Teacher Training/Education Professions
	Ed Professions is a course offered through VACTE and Yavapai College that allows students  to be dual-enrolled and earn 12 college credits in a school year. The courses are foundational offerings that explore the career of education. Students receive instruction in a classroom  setting with a curriculum that is designed to engage and provide hands-on real-life  experiences in the world of teaching. Guest speakers, field trip experiences, and  practicum experiences in local schools are an integral part of the course. Students explore classroom settings in the Verde Valley grades K-8 and get to choose a  classroom environment where the teacher exhibits best practices. They work in their classroom  2-3 days a week building relationships with students and teachers. In any industry having a role model and an opportunity to grow a skill set is critical in preparing for success. This program  does exactly that by providing opportunities to explore and experience teaching in classrooms. VACTE’s Ed Professional students are blessed with teachers who each have over 30 years of experience, Mrs. Genna Adams and Deana DeWitt, who work tirelessly helping create future educators. They motivate students to consider teaching in their future by showing such compassion and enthusiasm for teaching. They both truly love teaching, love students, and naturally motivate their students to become our future teachers. In the VACTE Teacher Training Classroom Mrs. Adams & Mrs. DeWitt develop a relationship  with each of their students. They teach them about lesson planning, curriculum, teaching strategies, social/emotional programs, positive classroom behavior management skills, positive culture, and much more. They guide and empower them to take risks and to become public speakers. They both bring experts in the educational field to teach the students about the  different aspects of education, such as special needs, Title I, STEM Curriculum and many  other important topics in education to keep the students learning the cutting-edge  strategies that make a difference in the classroom. Mrs. Adams and Mrs. DeWitt take the students to Verde Valley schools and show them a  diverse selection of classrooms to determine the placements for the student practicums.  They place the students with effective mentoring teachers to help foster the students to learn effective classroom environments and learning strategies. Mrs. Adams and Mrs. DeWitt then continue to coach and mentor each of the students to help them continue to grow. The Educational Professional/Teacher Training students also participate in  FCCLA with leadership conferences, camps, and competitions. They traveled in March to Tucson for the FCCLA State Leadership Conference.  Our students competed in many different competitions and represented VACTE well.  We are so proud of the hard work they put into their competition areas. Congratulations to  our two FCCLA National qualifiers, 1st place Jessica Carrillo and 2nd place Kaori Emerson!  They will compete this summer in Washington DC at the National Convention.

	VACTE's Teacher Training program at the Arizona State FCCLA Leadership Conference and Contest in Tucson on March 3 - 5, 2026
	Gold Medalists: Jessica Carrillo. Teach or Train: First Place in the State. Gold Medal (MUHS) Kaori Emerson. Teach or Train: Second Place in the State Gold Medal (MUHS) Juan Marcos. Interpersonal Communication: Gold Medal (VCS) Jacob McKean. Leadership: Gold Medal (VCS)
	Silver Medalists: Melanie Rodriguez. Teaching Strategies: Silver Medal (MUHS) Paola Nieto Salazar. Teaching Strategies: Silver Medal (SRRHS) Alison Chavez. Teaching Strategies: Silver Medal (SRRHS) Josie Russel. Teach or Train Level Two: Silver Medal (Home School) Riley Murdoch Professional Presentation: Silver Medal (MUHS) Caitlynn Montgomery. Job Interview: Silver Medal (AHA) Adalia Rios. Career Investigation: Silver Medal (MUHS)
	Bronze Medalists: Abigail Avilez. Leadership: Bronze Medal (SRRHS) Meisha Jackson. Professional Presentation. Bronze Medal (MUHS) Kenlee Shanks. Professional Presentation. Bronze Medal (CVHS)

	Congratulations to these  students and  Mrs. Genna Adams  VACTE FCCLA Advisor/Teacher Training I
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	Baseball. Barbeques. Birthday celebrations.  Pax, Program of Academic Exchange, is a nonprofit organization that places students in American high schools on a scholarship that is sponsored by the State Department. The goal of FLEX (Future Leaders from former Soviet Union countries) is to promote peace and diplomacy worldwide. Students come from Kazakhstan, Armenia, Poland, Uzbekistan , and Mongolia, just to name a few. These students are chosen for their high academics, friendly personality and leadership skills. The State Department provides a monthly stipend and full insurance for all sponsored students. This is a great way to bring cultural diversity into your family’s life. Families can be single parent or retired and the student can share a room with a closely aged sibling. Families are asked to provide a bed, quiet area to study, meals and love and support for a teen. Student profiles are coming  into our system and the teens are anxious to know if they have a family.                        This program creates Global Citizenship which we so badly need.         Step out of your comfort zone and gain a daughter/son for life.          Make a Positive Difference in the World.
	Khurshida is 16 and is from Uzbekistan. She enjoys volunteering, drawing, debate and volleyball. Her teacher describes her as  outgoing, respectful, hard working and curious. She would be great with younger kids since  she loves spending time with her nieces and nephews. Khurshida speaks 3 languages and   was chosen with other students like her from  a highly competitive process. She  describes herself as open minded, caring  and wants to learn from others.
	Please call with questions or interest in hosting.

	Our mission is to share the abundance of resources within our communities with dignity and joy.


