UNiTED INDEPENDENT ScHOOL DISTRICT

AGENDA ACTION ITEM

TOPIC: Approval of the Purchase of STEM Curriculum from Project Lead the Way
(PLTW) for Middle School STEM Program

SUBMITTED BY: David R. Canales, Executive Director for Middle School Instruction

OF: Curriculum and Instruction Department

APPROVED FOR TRANSMITTAL TO SCHOOL BOARD:
DATE ASSIGNED FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION: Eebruary 21, 2018

Recommendation:

To approve PLTW STEM curriculum to be used for selected 6" graders at United Middle
School effective 2018-2019 school year. The goal is to initiate this pilot setting, evaluate
it, and explore possibilities for STEM program expansion within UISD.

Rationale:

There were nearly 8.6 million STEM jobs in May 2015, representing 6.2 percent of U.S.
employment and the future is even brighter 2024. Hence, PLTW empowers students to
develop and apply in-demand transportable skills by exploring real-world

challenges. Through pathways in computer science, engineering, and biomedical science,
students not only learn technical skills, but also learn to solve problems, think critically
and creatively, communicate, and collaborate (21 Century Skills).

Budgetary Information:
6™ Grade: approximately $20,000.00

Board Policy Reference and Compliance:

EHAC (Legal) Courses in the foundation and enrichment curriculum in grades 6-12 must
be provided in a manner that allows all grade promotion and high school graduation
requirements to be met in a timely manner. The school district may provide instruction in
a variety of arrangements and settings, including mixed-age programs designed to permit
flexible learning arrangements for developmentally appropriate instruction for all student
populations to support student attainment of course and grade level standards. 19 TAC
74.3(a)(1)
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