
Important Dates and Reminders

December 22nd - January 5th - No School - Winter Break

January 6th - Students Return to School

January 12th - School Board Meeting 5:30 p.m. @ the District

Office

January 19th - No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

January 27th - Vision Screening for all students

Swim lessons will start for Panks, Christensen, and LeDoux's classes on January 6th.

Panks - Tuesdays

Christensen - Wednesdays

LeDoux - Thursdays

Restaurant Invasion returns to NES starting January 15th with The Bunkhouse Restaurant.

Restaurant Invasion is an event started at NES a few years ago, where a local restaurant comes

into our school and cooks a high-quality meal for students creating a real restaurant-style dining

experience on campus. It exposes kids to new foods, teaches table etiquette, and introduces them

to careers in food and farming. Community partners help provide ingredients, dining supplies, and

presentations. It's designed to be an accessible, educational, and memorable way for students to



experience restaurant culture without leaving school. Big Shaun's Smashburger will be here in

February and The North Fork Potato Co. will work with our students in March.

Hello NES families! We are asking our families to take a short NES Family Survey to help us plan

our school programs. Thank you for taking the time to fill this out by Feb. 1, 2026.

Preschool Survey

K-5 Survey

Dear Nehalem Elementary Families,

At Nehalem Elementary, we are proud of our positive school culture. You have likely heard your

student mention earning "Seagull Feathers" in their classroom, so we wanted to share exactly how

this program works and how we use it to celebrate teamwork and great behavior!

As part of our PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) framework, the Seagull

Feather program allows us to recognize whole classes when they uphold our school expectations

of being safe, respectful and responsible..

How the Program Works

Here is a look at the process your students participate in every day:

Spotting the Success: When a staff member sees a class displaying one of the behaviors on

our expectations matrix, they pause to acknowledge it.

Specific Praise: The staff member gives the class a "Seagull Feather." Importantly, they tell the

students exactly why they earned it (e.g., "I noticed everyone walked quietly and respectfully in

the hall.").

Note: If the staff member can’t stop right then, they write the specific positive behavior on the

back of the feather and deliver it to the teacher later so the class still gets their recognition.

Tracking Progress: The class brings their earned feather back to their room to add to their

classroom collection.

Earning Rewards

We believe in celebrating milestones together! The feathers help us work toward two different

types of goals:

1. Classroom Rewards (The "25" Goal) When a classroom collects 25 Seagull Feathers, they earn

a special class reward! The teacher and students decide on this activity together (such as a

pajama day, extra recess, or a game hour). Once the reward is enjoyed, the count resets, and

the class begins working toward their next 25 feathers.

2. School-Wide Celebration We are all one big flock! At the end of every month, our office staff

tallies up the total feathers earned by every class. If we hit our school-wide goal, the entire

school earns a PBIS celebration activity!

https://forms.gle/3uWguvg12ustW3DN9
https://forms.gle/nTbYcXy2jDXDPwmf6


Home Connection

Next time you ask your child, "How was school?" try asking if their class earned a feather today! It

is a great way to start a conversation about what teamwork and respect look like at Nehalem

Elementary.

Thank you for your continued support in helping our students soar!

Please be sure 2nd and 3rd grade students are prepared for swimming by bringing a swimsuit and

towel to school on their swim day. Unfortunately we do not have towels or swimsuits for students

to borrow. We begin swim January 6th with the following schedule:

Ms. Pank's class, Tuesdays, 1:15-2:00

Ms. Christensen's class, Wednesdays, 1:15-2:00

Ms. LeDoux's class, Thursdays, 1:15-2:00

On Tuesday January 27, 2026 Vision Screenings will be attempted for all students in coordination

with the Rockaway Lions Club. These screenings occur each year as part of required Oregon

school based health screening. A letter will be sent home in the coming weeks ONLY if there are

unexpected results or if your child needs a follow up screening with an eye doctor. We appreciate

this opportunity offered by the Oregon Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation.

We are looking for a few volunteers to help escort students to/from the classrooms. If you're

interested and available in the morning on January 27th, please contact Elizabeth Avila

(elizabetha@nknsd.org).

Thanks,

Denise

Neah-Kah-Nie Nurse





Click on this link to sign up for Flash Alert. It is a good way to get emergency information about

school delays and closures. Follow the steps below to sign up:

View local news - Portland, Vancouver, Salem

No. Ore. Coast Schools

NKN School Dist.

Subscribe with your email

Click here to see the Flyer

Flash Alert Sign Up

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y3rx7rVSnxCM0fYBxHDIixDpDpGbXiOWvaXNolJtqbA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.flashalert.net/


Happy Holidays!

I hope you and your families have a restful winter break!

In January we will continue focusing on skills needed for learning: listening, focus, respect,

empathy, positive self talk to name a few. Additionally, we will be covering our Child Protection

Unit. Students will learn about safe, unsafe, and unwanted touches, and rules about touching

private body parts. They’ll also learn to say no to unsafe or unwanted touches, and to tell an adult

if someone breaks rules about touching private body parts. You should receive a letter in the mail

with information about these lessons.

If you have any questions or concerns please let me know. If you have any questions or concerns

about your student feel free to contact me. You can also fill out a counseling form espanol to

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdyaiH-CA4akO_yXKmhgyyqVgrGNx4xIFJBuLxLyd4ovB9rIA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1bChzeJDkquUfLCtajInaz22nCay-fh5vVj38fbpLbCM/edit?usp=sharing


request a meeting.

Ms. Jennifer

503-355-3657

jenniferh@nknsd.org

November/December Focus (Grades 2nd-5th):

Floor Hockey Skills and Game Play

Review of Throwing and Catching Skills Through Games

Basketball Skills

November/December Focus (Grades K-1st):

Locomotor Skills (skipping, galloping, ect.)

Dribbling with a Hockey Stick

Throwing with Scoops and Balls

Basketball Fundamentals: Dribbling and Shooting

Tag Games

When we return in January we plan to start a gymnastics unit in all grade levels.

*Please make sure your child wears or brings tennis shoes every day.*

Cheers and Welcome to 2026!

If you need care after school, please reach out to us. We pick up your students at Nehalem

Elementary School and are now staying at the school until 5pm. Our cost will stay $6 a day per

child. This does include a nutritious snack and a host of enrichment activities (outdoor play/walks,

gym time, crafts, etc.) If interested, please reach out to Angie or Kiley at NCRD by phone, email,

website, or just stop in. We do have full day care when the school is closed. We are closed on all



national holidays. Those days are $20 per student. The no school days in January are 1 & 5. To

preregister and prepay, contact the Welcome Center.

Scholarship applications are available upon request. Scholarships for students are funded through

the Friends of NCRD Foundation. Please let any staff member or the Welcome Center know if this

is a need, and we will get you a scholarship application.

-Youth Sports-

Basketball registration is now open. Basketball will run January 12 – Feb. 27. This will be on

Monday and Wednesday from 4:30 – 5:30pm at the NES gym. If you want to play but haven’t

registered, you still can, come over to NCRD and register if you have already played a sport this

school year it’s even easier, just call the welcome center (or email Kiley) and let them know your

child’s name, we can invoice you (*late fees may apply).

angiet@ncrdnehallem.org

kileyk@ncrdnehalem.org

NKN District Job Openings

Click button to access and apply for open positions.

The school district is also in need of qualified substitutes in all areas.

See below for ESS link to become a substitute.

Elizabeth Avila
Elizabeth is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

https://nknsd.org/departments/human-resources/

