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 In coordination with K/W- Vina, planning for a comprehensive Child Find is under way. The 
purpose of the yearly Child Find is to identify preschool aged children that have disabilities, 
and are eligible to receive services through the district under IDEA preschool regulations. 
Head Start will coordinate with the district to provide screenings for academic concepts, 
motor skills and speech development. This year we are going to attempt to add a few new 
components to our Child Find, hearing and dental screenings and safety elements such as 
identification cards for all children age 3-6. 

 Plans for Extended School Year are moving forward. ESY will take place M-Th, July 19- 
august 6th. Parents and guardians will be notified by mail the detailed plans and schedules 
within the next couple of weeks.

 Throughout the year, I have shared each step it takes to identify a learner as a student with 
a disability. I shared each of the criteria for qualifying, the referral process, the evaluation 
process and culminating Evaluation Meeting that sums up all the data gathered to qualify, 
or not qualify if there is not enough evidence of a disability. As the year comes to an end, I 
will wrap up the series with the last step in the process, the Individual Education Plan. It has 
been a pleasure and honor sharing with you how things work over in the Special Services 
Department!
The final step in identifying a learner as a student with a disability and providing services is 
to complete an Individual Education Plan, or IEP. The IEP is revisited and updated annually. 
The plan needs to be completed prior to the annual date that the document was written the 
previous year. When this does not occur, the document is out of compliance with the rules 
and regulations that are set forth by the Montana Office Of Public Instruction. If the 
document is an initial IEP, or the first one a student has had after the student was assessed 
and an Evaluation Report Meeting was conducted, the assigned case manager has 30 days 
to write, meet and implement the IEP in order to stay in compliance with state regulations. 
Each IEP takes 2- 3 hours to write, and the more areas of services in the document, the 
longer it takes to coordinate with other service providers and get it completed. It is truly a 
team effort! Below is an example of an IEP using a fictitious student.

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Special%20Education/Guides/Procedural%20SafeguardsMay2020.pdf?ver=2020-05-21-065111-220














 



   


