UnNiTED INDEPENDENT ScHOOL DISTRICT

INFORMATIONAL ITEM

TOPIC: 6" Grade Social Studies (PenPal Schools Pilot)

SUBMITTED BY: David Canales, Executive Director for Middle School Instruction

OF: Curriculum & Instruction Department

APPROVED FOR TRANSMITTAL TO SCHOOL BOARD:

DATE ASSIGNED FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION: September 17, 2019

INFORMATIONAL REPORT:

Middle schools will be participating in a pilot with PenPal Schools for 6“-grade social studies from
September to December 2019. PenPal Schools is a global project-based learning community that connects
students from over 150 countries so they can learn and collaborate on online projects. Students learn about
world cultures and share perspectives on issues facing the world today, such as human rights and
environmental sustainability, all while utilizing essential reading, writing, technology, and social-emotional
skills. Furthermore, it allows students to practice 2lst-century skills (creativity, collaboration,
communication, and critical thinking). After the completion of the pilot, schools will have the option to
consider purchasing a subscription to continue use for the duration of the school year.
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